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ADVERTISEMENT. 


The  present  amusing  series  of  Tales,  written  by  the  livelj 
and  ingenious  author  of  the  Memoirs  of  Count  Grammont,  are 
so  highly  esteemed  on  the  Continent,  and  hare  been  so  fre- 
quently recommended  to  the  attention  of  the  publisher,  that 
he  has  been  induced  to  present  them  to  his  subscribers  in  an 
English  dress. 

The  first  tale  in  the  volume  has  already  acquired  some  popu- 
larity in  this  country  by  the  spirited  version  of  the  celebrated 
Monk  Lewis,  but  the  others  have  never  before  been  translated. 

The  design  of  these  Tales  is  intimated  in  the  biographical 
sketch  of  Count  Hamilton,  prefixed  to  the  Standard  Library 
edition  of  his  Grammont.  They  appear  to  have  been  called 
forth  by  the  extravagant,  and,  as  the  author  thought,  unde- 
served praise  which  was  showered  upon  Galland*s  then  recent 
version  of  the  Arabian  Nights,  as  well  in  the  gay  as  in  the  lite- 
rary circles  of  the  Court  of  Louis  Quatorze.  His  wit  and 
raillery  were  levelled  unsparingly  at  the  coteries  of  Versailles 
and  St.  Germain,  for  their  enthusiastic  admiration  of  such 
impossible  and  ridiculous  adventures.  His  gibes  were  met  on 
the  part  of  Galland's  admirers  by  a  challenge  to  Hamilton  to 
do  as  well,  which  he  accepted,  and  at  intervals  produced  the 
tales  before  us«      Those  who  are  familiar  with  the  Arabian 
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Nights,  or  any  other  of  the  extravagant  fictions  of  the  East,  or 
have  read  the  Fairy  Tales  of  the  Countess  D'Anois,  or  have 
any  notion  of  the  ponderous  and  ahsurd  Classical  Romances  of 
Madame  Scuderi  and  her  school,  will  he  hest  able  to  appre- 
ciate the  sprightly  banter  and  facetious  sarcasm  of  the  elegant 
and  accomplished  author. 

It  has  been  deemed  adyisable  to  place  this  volume  in  the 
detached  series  of  the  Standard  Library,  as,  however  graceful 
and  witty  may  be  the  writings  of  Count  Hamilton,  they  are 
all,  more  especially  these  tales,  strongly  spiced  with  the  leaven 
of  the  age. 

« 

H.  G.  B. 
Auffusty  1849. 
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COUNT   HAMILTON'S   TALES, 


THE  FOUR  PACARDINS. 

9n  HvsbUm  (Cob. 
PART  I. 

-»"  Oh !  wondeifuli  wonderful,  and  again  moat  wonderful  wonderful,  and 
yet  again  wonderful,  and  after  that  out  of  all  whooping." — As  you  likk  it. 

At  the  court  of  ScHahriar,  (that  monarch,  whose  method  of 
preserving  his  honour  hj  cutting  his  wife's  head  off,  has  ren* 
dered  him  so  justly  celehrated  throughout  the  world,)  was 
educated  the  heir  of  the  small  principality  of  Trehizonde*  At 
an  early  age  he  departed  in  search  of  adyentures  ;  and  having 
consumed  two  years  in  this  pursuit,  he  unexpectedly  returned 
to  the  capital  of  India.  Hearing  of  his  arrival,  the  sultan  was 
desirous  to  know  the  history  of  his  travels.  In  consequence, 
one  evening  the  prince  was  ordered  to  attend  the  monarch, 
whom  he  found  already  in  his  bed-chamher ;  the  fair  and  wise 
Scherazade  reposed  by  his  side,  and  her  sister  Dinarzade  occu- 
pied as  usual  a  snug  little  camp-bed  in  the  comer.  This  latter 
was  not  the  person  least  anxious  to  hear  the  prince's  history ; 
she  had  perceived,  that  he  was  young  and  handsome,  and  had 
even  been  kind  enough  to  let  him  know,  that  she  thought  him 
80.  To  her  great  surprise  he  had  taken  no  notice  of  her  hints, 
and,  anxious  to  know  the  reason  of  his  backwardness,  she 
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2  COUNT  Hamilton's  tales. 

waited  for  his  narrative  with  impatience.    At  the  sultan's 
request  he  began  it  in  the  following  words  : — 

HISTORY  OF  THE  PRINCE  OP  TREBIZONDE. 

It  is  not  to  the  ears  of  jour  most  august  and  sublime  majeiity, 
that  fictitious  tales  should  be  related.  For  my  own  part,  yalu- 
iDg  myself  upon  the  most  scrupulous  reracity,  I  shall  follow 
your  beautiful  sultana's  example,  and  inform  you  of  adyentures 
no  less  true,  .than  they  woold  appear  fabulous  horn  any  other 
lips  than  mine. 

I  shall  only  mention  my  birth  so  far  as  relates  to  my  mother's 
strange  superstition,  that  the  happmess  or  misfortunes  of  my 
life  would  depeud  upon  my  name.  Accordingly,  not  finding 
one  to  her  taste  among  those  8d(^ed  by  my  ancestors,  she  was 
on  the  point  of  consulting  the  oracle  of  Bactria,  when  her 
fayourite  parrot,  for  whom  she  had  a  great  regard,  took  it  inte 
liis  head  to  repeat  ''Facordin,"  seyeral  times.  This  was 
enough  to  fix  her  irresolution,  and  she  determined  to  honour 
me  with  this  illustrious  appellation.  I  proceed  to  that  period 
of  my  life,  which  is  remarkable  for  tae  adyentures  about  to 
haye  the  happiness  of  being  related  to  your  majesty. 

I  quitted  your  court  some  days  before  the  reyolution,  whick 
took  place  on  account  of  your  first  Smtana.  When  the  news 
reached  me,  I  had  still  two  days*  journey  to  perform,  before  I 
could  reach  my  own  dominions  ;  and  I  must  take  the  liberty  to 
say,  that  I  then  disapproved  your  leaving  court  no  less,  than  I 
have  disapproved  your  conduct  since  your  return.  In  my 
opinion  you  had  better  not  have  married  again  at  all,  than  have 
secured  your  wife's  fidelity  by  not  giving  her  time  to  be  un- 
faithful ;  that  is  to  say,  by  beheading  her  on  ihe  morning  after 
her  nuptials. 

I  stayed  at  Trelnzonde  no  longer  than  was  necessary  to 
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restrain  mj  Tasaals  within  tiie  limits  of  their  obedienee ;  for 
ihey  were  on  the  point  of  rebdling  ogaiitBt  your  edict,  bj  whieh 
it  was  supposed,  thai  all  other  soTereigns  would  regulate  their 
eonduet.  I  assured  mj  subjects,  that  I  had  not  the  least  design 
to  introduce  the  fashion  at  Trebisonde.  Then  having  pur* 
chased  the  list  of  tournaments  for  the  present  year,  as  ako  a 
description  of  the  most  dangoxms  adyentores  to  be  met  with 
throughput  the  unirerse,  I  set  out  with  the  desiign  of  rendering 
my  singular  name  as  oeLebrated  as  it  appears  uncommon. 
Without  vanity  I  may  venture  to  say,  that  I  have  Hot  quite 
faUed  in  the  attempt. 

Hy  preparations  w«re  quite  different  from  those  made  by 
ftdventurers  in  general :  instead  of  a  squire  to  carry  my  armont 
and  relate  my  exploits,  I  took  with  me  a  secretary  to  write 
ihem  down  ;  and  never  had  poor  secretary  so  much  to  do ! 

Fortune  favoured  me,  wherever  I  went.  No  beauty  coold 
resist  the  graces  of  my  person,  and  no  hero  the  valour  of  my 
aim.  However,  I  soon  grew  tired  of  being  always  beloved 
without  ever  lovi|ig ;  and  if  luckily  I  had  not  found  every  day 
some  monster  to  kill  or  enchantment  to  destroy,  I  know  not 
idiat  I  must  have  done  for  amnsement.  My  secretary,  who 
was  naturally.  &  man  of  sense,  and  who  was  much  improved  by 
liting  in  my  society,  endeavoured  to  comfort  me  by  demon- 
9trating,  that  there  were  misfortunes  in  life,  even  greater  than 
fhosQ  of  which  I  complained. 

*'  Heaven  grant,"  said  he,  "  that  the  happy  Facardin  nevef 
jfu^  know  them,  and  that  fortune  mity  guide  his  st^8,'far 
from  the  fertile  plains  and  dangeroos  climates  of  Astracan  I  " 

It  was  mid-day,  and  wb  tdand  ourselves  in  the  midst  of  a 
thick  and  pleasant  forest.  I  was  on  the  point  of  selectaig  soma 
shady  tre^,.  beneath  whose  boughs  I  could  seat  mysfclf  to  bear 
^t  my  e&se  my  secretary's  account  of  this  si^me  Astracan, 
when  we  perceived  two  strangers  adyancing  towards  us,  mounted 
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oil  camels*  The  first  attracted  my  attention,  as  trell  by  his 
appearance  as  by  the  action  which  he  performed,  as  soon  as  he 
came  near  us*  His  figure  was  the  most  noble  and  elegant  that 
I  oyer  had  beheld ;  and  his  features  were  so  beautiful,  that 
although  accustomed  to  see  me  every  day,  my  secretary  could 
not  forbear  expressing  his  surprise  and  admiration.  We  had 
full  time  to  examine  him  ;  for,  stopping  his  camel  opposite  to 
us  whom  he  did  not  observe,  he  took  his  helmet  from  the  hands 
of  his  attendant ;  but  instead  of  putting  it  on,  as  I  expected, 
he  sighed  several  times,  and  fixed  his  eyes  tenderly  upon  a  bird 
sparkling  with  gold  and  diamonds,  which  I  took  for  an  eagle, 
and  whose  extended  wings  overshadowed  the  helmet.  After 
contemplating  this  image  some  time,  he  kissed  it  respectfully  i 
then  returning  the  casque  to  his  squire,  he  passed  on,  still 
plunged  in  the  same  profound  revery,  which  had  prevented  hid 
observmg  us. 

It  was  then  that  I  reflected  upon  the  words  of  my  secretary  i 
I  could  not  but  own,  that  a  man  really  in  love  must  be  extremely 
discomposed  at  finding  in  his  way  such  a  rival  as  this  stranger. 
I  could  not  resist  my  curiosity  to  know  his  name;  and  my  secrc' 
tary  having  stopped  the  squire  to  ask  the  question,  returned  iil 
dismay  to  inform  me  that  he  was  called  Facardin. 

•*  Just  heavens  I "  cried  I,  in  astonishment — "  Facardin?  ** 

At  this  exclamation,  the  handsome  knight  thinking  that  I 
had  called  him,  turned  his  camel's  head,  and  inquired  my 
business. 

"  I  would  only  ask,"  said  I,  **  whether  is  it  possible  that 
yoxur  name  should  be  Facardin?" 

**  It  is  but  too  true,"  he  replied.  "  Would  to  heaven  that  it 
were  not,  ranee  I  attribute  to  a  secret  fatality  attached  to  thist 
villunous  name  the  greatest  part  of  my  misfortunes.*' 

"  May  I  inquire/'  demanded  I,  **  what  those  misfortunes 
are?" 
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**  Yoa  shall  know,"  answered  he,  rerj  politely.  **  I  should 
be  the  most  constant  man  upon  earth,  if  I  were  not  as  nnfor* 
timate  in  love,  as  for  some  time  past  my  heart  has  been  sns* 
ceptible.  Still  I  cannot  complain  that  my  mistresses  have 
decayed  me,  for  none  has  ever  pretended  to  love  me*  It  is 
tme  the  most  adorable  of  mortals — ^the  only  woman  who  erer 
beheld  me  without  ayersion — seemed  for  a  moment  to  return 
my  passion;  but,  alas!  she  only  proved  her  regard  by  putting 
me  to  a  trial,  the  remembrance  of  which  makes  my  blood  run 
cold.  Bat  to  return  to  what  I  was  saying,  it  is  impossible  that, 
although  I  want  all  other  recommendations,  my  assiduity, 
attention,  and  complaisance  should  be  unsuccessful  everywhere^ 
if  this  ridiculous  name  did  not  bring  me  bad  luck.^ 
f  <<  How,"  said  I,  **  can  a  man  like  you  bare  offered  his  heart 

in  vain ;  and  can  a  person  of  so  much  sense  as  you  seem  to 
possess,  imagine  that  your  name  is  the  cause  of  your  rejeC' 
lion?" 

**  It  is  the  plain  truth,"  continued  he ;  "to  convince  you  of 
it  I  need  only  relate  my  adventures ;  but,  doubtless,  you  must 
have  more  weighty  employment  than  listening  to  the  history  of 
my  disiq>pointments.'* 

I  assured  him  that  just  then  I  had  nothing  better  to  do ;  and 
to  give  him  some  little  hope  that  his  fortune  wonld  change,  I 
addressed  him  as  foUows: — 

*'  Be  assured,*'  said  I,  '*  noble  stranger,  that  a  name  is  only 
lucky  or  imlucky,  according  to  the  fortunes  of  .the  person  who 
bears  it*  I  know  not  from  what  country  you  come;  but  to 
judge  by  the  wonders  which  you  relate  of  their  rigour  and 
cruelty,  the  fair  ones  who  inhabit  it  can  be  no  other  than  wild 
cats.  I  am  called  Facardin  as  well  as  yourself;  but  to  show 
you  how  litlle  the  name  signifies,  know,  though  I  have  met 
with  a  hundred  beautim^  in  my  travels,  some  of  whom  were  of 
the  first  distinction,  none  of  them  ever  cost  me  more  than  a 
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fiiigl4  sigfe.  .  My  secretary  Bhftll  gire  yea  iha  list  of  tkem,  with 
ikeir  addretuk  Pay  them  a  TiBit,  and  w^a  we  meet  again  yoit' 
Will  tell  a  very  different  story." 

''  Aba]  '*  rejdied  the  nnknown,  ''  though  yon  found  them^ 
lamhs,  to  me  thiey  will  prote  tigresses.  In  erery  woman  whooi' 
I  addiees,  neFeor  hate  I  failed  to  excite  disgnst^  the  matron  of 
M0mit  Atlas  excepted,  who  must  hare  excited  disgust  herself 
in  hearts  the  least  dainty  and  most  susceptiUe*  Listen  to  me 
for  a  few  minutes,  and  you  will  be  conTineed  ci  the  truth  el 
this  assertion^" 

.  We  now  quitted  our  camels,  and  while  our  attendants 
gathered  dates  and  pomegranates  for  our  refreshment,  we 
chose  in  the  thickest  part  of  the  forest  a  convenient  place  to 
repose.     The  stranger  then  addressed  me  as  follows : — 
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I  have  Yowed  ueter  to  discorer  myself,  so  long  as  my  heart 
^all  reintun  thus  ridiculously  suso^tible  of  first  impressicoe, 
and  my  person  thus  universally  scorned  even  by  those  very 
damsels  who  to  all  otibers  are  very  far  firom  being  emeh  Tou 
must  excuse,  therefore,  the  concealment  of  my  lortib ;  neither 
will  I  mention  the.  kingdom,  which  I  quitted  with  the  design  of 
aignalisiag  myself  by  some  remarkable  action.  Suffice  it*  to 
say,  that  my  first  object  was  probably  the  same,  which  has 
brought  yourself  and  so  many  other  adventurers  into  the  field 
---I  mean,  the  conqueM.  of  Moussellina  ike  Seriovs,  heiress  of 
Astracan.  But  although,  as  you  already  must  know  eithw  by 
experience  or  by  r^rt,  she  is  the  most  perfect  of  mortals,  I 
linderto<^  &is  adventure,  less  firom  CurioBity  to  bdJiold,  or  wi^ 
to  possess  her^  than  from  ambition  to  perform  a  task  se  diffi* 
flmik^->*I  may  say*  indeed,  so  imposaible.    Qlory  was  then  mjr 
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As  jet  I  haye  met  with  no  more  than  two  adr^turea  which 
aan  merit  jonr  afctentioB.  The  fint  happened  in  the  lale  of 
Lions,  and  gate  rise  to  the  aeeond,  which  ^k  place  upoa 
Mount  Atlaa.    The  cireumstaiiees  were  aa  follows : 

At  two  days*  jomraej  from  that  famous  nuNintain«  on  whose 
snmink,  if  poets  tell  the  truth,  heayen  ai|d  the  aodiao  redine^ 
a  Tast  forest  extends  itself  to  the  verj  hrink  of  the  sea.  This, 
loreBt  is  filled  with  animals  of  every  kind,  those  of  prey  alone 
excepted ;  and  we  met  them  in  snch  multitudes,  that  it  was 
frequently  hy  m>  means  easy  to  force  a  passsge  through  them. 
The  inhabitants  ef  a  mall  town,  which  is  situated  en  its  con- 
fines, slfcerwards  informed  us  that  all  the  lions  of  the  surround- 
ing deserts  used  formerly  to  quit  them  for  the  sake  of  hunting 
in  this  forest,  jmd  that  having  eat  up  the  stags,  goats,  and 
hares,  they  proceeded  to  eat  op  the  nmi,  women,  and  children. 
In  this  distress  ike  people  had  recoune  to  the  enchanter  Cara- 
mofmsal,  who  resides  en  the  mountain's  summit,  hy  whose 
ifwUs  the  whole  Hon  nadon  was  hanished  to  a  small  island* 
which  I  easily  saw  from  that  pari  of  the  shore  where  the  sea 
hathed  the  foot  of  Mount  Atlas.  Unluckily,  in  consequence  of 
this  emigcatioB,  the  stags  and  hares  had  mnltipUed  so  prodi- 
giously, that  the  distress  was  nearly  as  great  as  during  the 
seign  of  the  liomi,  the  enormoua  herds,  which  I  had  ohsenred  in 
mj  way  through  the  forest,  (^reading  their  ravages  to  all  quar* 
ters,  and  deranriag  the  whole  produce  of  the  co^try.  To 
lemedy  this  ccHspluat,  a  hunting  match  was  made  every  year 
into  the  aeighbourijig  islcb  net  with  the  intention  of  disturbing 
or  hurling  the  lions,  hot  of  tsking  a  dosen,  and  turning  then 
loose  in  the  foiaasL  I  wsa  al§o  informed  that  this  hunting 
match  was  to  take  plaee  in  two  days,  and  thata  if  I  chosor  I 
might  he  present  at  jit«  . 
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By  any  other  tlian  a  knight-errant  a  lion  hunt  might  not 
have  been  thought  a  party  of  pleasure,  but  I  accepted  the  offer 
with  great  joy. 

The  rendezvous  of  the  hunters  was  on  the  shore  opposite  to 
the  Isle  of  Lions.  The  isle  seemed  to  be  tolerably  extensive, 
of  a  wild  aspect,  and  much  wooded.  The  preparations  for  this 
chace  surprised  me  not  a  little.  I  expected  to  find  plenty  of 
huntsmen,  armed  with  darts,  arrows,  and  clubs,  besides  dogs 
of  all  sorts  and  sizes.  Instead  of  this,  I  only  saw  twenty  men, 
accompanied  by  the  same  number  of  girls,  young,  and  by  no 
means  ugly.  Each  girl  held  a  cock  upon  her  wrist,  and  the 
boats  in  which  we  embarked  were  well  supplied  with  strong 
nets.  As  we  approached  the  isle  we  could  hear  roaring  and 
howls  so  loud  and  terrible,  that  my  squire,  though  naturally 
brave  enough,  was  evidently  by  no  means  at  his  ease ;  yet  not 
one  of  our  nymphs  was  in  the  least  disconcerted. 

The  shore  was  soon  entirely  covered  by  troops  of  these  polite 
lions,  who  waited  impatiently  to  receive  us.  I  did  not  see  the 
possibility  of  disembarking,  in  front  of  an  enemy  so  tremendous : 
but  three  of  our  vessels  touching  the  shore  before  the  rest,  three 
stags  were  instantly  turned  out,  whom  the  lions  pursuing,  the 
entrance  of  the  isle  was  left  clear  for  us.  As  soon  as  we 
landed,  we  advanced  into  the  depth  of  the  forest ;  and  here, 
while  the  men  spread  their  nets,  the  women  covered  the  cocks 
with  small  hoods,  similar  to  those  which  are  put  on  falcons. 
Scarcely  were  the  nets  spread,  when  the  lions  returned  to  us  at 
full  speed  :  there  were  about  two  dozen  of  them,  and  all,  as 
far  as  I  could  judge,  were  lions  with  good  stomachs.  But  as 
we  only  wanted  three  or  four  at  a  time,  one  of  the  girls 
unheeded  her  cock,  and  pulled  him  twice  or  thrice  by  tit^e  tail. 
The  spot,  in  which  we  stood,  was  so  dark,  that  the  bird 
imagined  that  day  was  breaking,  and  began  to  crow  with  all  hia 
might.     The  lions  at  this  were  so  terrified,  that  they  fled  fromk 
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US  with  all  expedition,  one  excepted,  who  fell  into  our  toils*  He 
was  immediatelj  embarked  with  one  of  the  huntsmen,  and  the 
girl  whose  cock  had  just  crowed.  Though  the  lion  was  suffi* 
cientlj  entangled  in  the  net  to  prerent  his  doing  any  harm,  ii 
was  thought  right  to  put  a  kid  into  the  same  boat,  to  prevent 
his  thinking  the  Toyage  tedious. 

This  mode  of  hunting,  which  appeared  to  me  not  more  norel 
than  entertiuning,  lasted,  till  every  sportsman  had  embarked 
with  his  lion,  his  lady,  and  her  bird.  I  insisted  upon  being  the 
last,  the  person  who  brought  up  the  rear  running  the  greatest 
risk  ;  and  I  sent  off  my  squire  in  the  last  boat  which  left  the 
island,  the  one,  which  had  brought  me,  remaining  for  my  own  use. 

Being  a  stranger,  the  girl  of  the  best  courage,  and  the  cock 
with  the  shrillest  voice,  were  assigned  to  me  for  fear  of  acci- 
dents. The  damsel  began  to  instruct  me  respecting  the  best 
means  of  retreating ;  but  enraged  to  see  the  cocks  carry  off 
all  the  honour  of  the  expedition,  I  begged  her  to  keep  hers 
silent,  till  I  had  measured  my  strength  against  one  of  the  lions, 
observing,  that  in  case  several  attacked  me  at  once,  she  would 
always  have  time  enough  to  come  to  my  assistance,  and  inter* 
rupt  a  combat  so  unequal.  I  saw  by  her  looks  that  she  did 
not  above  half  like  the  proposal ;  but  at  the  moment  that  she 
prepared  to  reply,* the  lions  returned  to  the  attack. 

Drawing  my  sword,  I  advanced  to  meet  them  :  at  their  head 
was  the  most  formidable  monster  that  I  ever  beheld ;  his  mane 
bristled,  and  his  eyes  glared  with  rage.  By  accident,  too,  this 
lion  was  deaf  as  any  post ;  which  I  soon  discovered,  for  my 
companion,  (terrified  at  his  enormous  size,)  made  her  cock  crow 
without  a  moment's  delay,  and  its  cry  was  so  horribly  discordant 
and  so  shrill,  that  it  went  through  and  through  my  head  com- 
pletely. All  the  lions,  except  that  which  I  have  just  mentioned, 
were  immediately  seized  with  a  sudden  panic,  and  tumbled  over 
each  other  in  their  hurry  to  escape* 


Th»  gH  and  the  C9ck  sfoalled  luul  crowded  till  thej  were 
hoarse,  and  the  noise  whidbi  they  made  was  erea  more  db- 
agreeaUek  than  ihe  oompanj.of  the  lion.  Without  yaoity  the 
heginning  of  our  engagement  well  deaerr ed  the  ohaeryatioa  of 
more  calm  and  illustrious  speetatos.  I  sopu  drew  blood  from 
my  antagonist  in  several  places :  hut  in  return  he  gave  me  a 
scratch,  which  beginniiig  at  the  right  ear  deaeended  like  a  scarf, 
to  die  extremity  (^  my  left  heeL  I  had  hut  little  skill,  neither 
indeed  had  my  adversary ;  hut  then  he  was  furnished  with  a 
tail,  which  annoyed  me  even  more  than  hb  claws.  As  it  grew 
late,  I  took  my  sword  in  both  hands,  meaning  to  end  the  con* 
test  at  onee,  before  the  night  arrived  :  the  lion,  who»  according 
to  aU  appearance,  had  tlie  very  same  intention,  rose  immediately 
upon  his  hind  legs,  at  the  same  time  opeplng  for  my  accommo- 
dation a  mouth  so  enormous  as  to  exceed  all  measure,  all  rule, 
all  probability !  In  hw  terror  at  this  sights  the  girl  let  the  cock 
dip  from  her  hand ;  the  lion  Iqft  me  to  ran  after  the  cock,  and 
I  Left  the  girl  to  run  after  the  lion.  I  soon  overtook  him,  but 
not  time  enough  to  save  the  unfortunate  cock,  whom  he  had 
already  seized,  and  whom  he  swallowed  before  my  eyes,  as  you 
would  do  a  sugar»plumb. 

This  affinmt  added  fresh  fuel  to  my  wrath.  So  much  was  I 
transported  with  rage,  that  without  observing  the  attitude  into 
^hich  the  lion  had  put  himself,  I  struck  off  his  right  paw,  with 
which  he  endeavoured  to  make  me  understand  that  he  was 
grilling  to  capitulate.  The  ground  was  deluged  by  the  blood, 
which  gushed  irom  the  wound.  I  still  kept  i^on  my  guard, 
not  doubting  that  the  violence  of  his  attacks  would  be  redoubled 
by  the  thirst  •f  vengeance ;  but  vengeance  was  the  last 
thing  in  his  thoughts:  en  the  ecmtrary,  supporting  himself 
against  a  tree,  he  cast  on  me  a  piteous  glanee^  and  sighed — 
«Ah,  FacardinJ"— 

This  appeal  affected  me,  aod  I  was  on  the  point  of  appveachii^ 


to  asaiat  Urn,  wheb  tbe  enes  of  mj  oompanion  lUBiiiiOBed  me 
to  her  soocour.  She  was  ezertuig  all  her  etrengih  to  reteiB 
the  boat,  which  had  broken  its  eord  during  the  battle  ;  and  aa 
she  knew  this  to  be  our  onlj  leaouree,  alie  made  ererj  posuble 
efibrt  to  prevent  its  esc^Mng.  Fmding»  as  soon  as  I  joined  her, 
that  instead  of  embarking  1  prepared  to  fasten  the  boat  again 
to  the  jshore,  she  was  read/  to  go  distracted.  1  told  her,  that  I 
would  sooner  die  than  abandon  in  sudi  a  iforkxm  situation  the 
unfortunate  lion,  who  had  addressed  me  in  a  manner  so  affeet- 
iog ;  that  I  was  going  in  search  <tf  him,  in  order  that  I  might 
transport  him  with  me  to  the  continent ;  and  that  it  was  m j 
firm  resolution  to  give  him  all  the  assistance  in  my  power.  She 
exclaimed  yehemently  against  a  proposal,  which  appeared  to 
her  the  he^ht  of  extrayaganee,  and  besought  me  on  her  knees, 
not  to  expose  her  aa  well  as  myself  for  the  sake  of  an  old  dead 
Hon  to  the  fury  of  all  the  living  lions  in  the  islands.  She  talked 
in  yain :  I  returned  to  the  place,  where  1  had  left  him  ;  but  it 
waa  without  success  that  I  sought  him  both  there  and  in  the 
adjacent  parts  of  the  forest* 

In  consequence  I  was  obliged  to  regain  the  boat,  heartily 
ashamed  of  not  bringing  back  a  lion  like  the  other  hunters.  But 
my  compaaion's  distress  is  not  to  be  described.  She  told  me, 
that  the  loss  of  hes  cock  had  dishonoured  her  and  her  whoU 
family  for  erer^  and  that  she  never  could  surriTe  so  signal  a 
disgrace. 

I  was  stil  eadearcimng  to  aUeyiate  her  despair,  which  I 
thought  not  a  little  ridiculous^  when  we  reached  the  foot  ol 
Mount  Atlas. 

It  was  almost  dark.  I  had  lost  much  Mood,  and  suffered 
greatly  from  thirst.  Having,  in  spite  of  his.  request  to  stay, 
bad  Uie  attention  to  send  back  my  squire,  I  expected  that  he  in. 
return  would  have  the  attention  to  wait  for  me  on  the  river's 
bank,  or  else  at  the  foot  of  the  mountain ;  but  aebody  appeared.. 


♦» 
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My  companion,  growing  more  desperate  with  ererj  moment, 
resolyed  to  attempt  gidning  the  summit  of  Mount  Atlas,  and 
implore  Caramoussal's  assistance ;  or  in  case  the  magician 
refused  his  aid,  to  precijatate  herself  from  such  place  as  might 
seem  to  her  most  convenient.  To  prevent  the  execution  of  the 
latter  design,  I  followed  her  as  long  as  it  was  possihle ;  hut 
losing  her  in  the  ohscuritj,  which  prevented  mj  ohserving  the 
winding  paths  through  which  she  passed,  after  much  wandering 
ahout  the  clifts,  I  was  ohliged  to  seat  myself  in  that  part  which 
seemed  to  me  most  level,  and  resolved  upon  passing  the  night 
in  that  situation.  Scarcely  had  I  taken  my  place,  when  I  heard 
the  distant  and  agreeahle  noise  of  a  rivulet,  which  flowed  among 
these  solitary  rocks.  So  tormenting  was  my  thirst,  that  heed- 
less of  fatigue,  or  the  dangerous  precipices  hy  which  I  was 
surrounded,  I  hent  my  steps  towards  the  spot  whence  the  sound 
proceeded.  I  was  certain  that  I  approached  it ;  still  I  should 
have  found  it  difficult  to  reach,  if,  hy  dint  of  examining,  I  had 
not  discovered  just  ahove  me  a  faint  ray  of  light.  I  took  this 
for  my  guide.  As  I  approached,  hy  degrees  the  light  grew 
stronger,  and  I  fancied  that  I  could  distinguish  the  noise  of 
spinning-wheels.  I  was  not  mistaken.  By  the  hlaze  of  two 
large  torches,  placed  on  each  side  of  the  door  of  a  wretched  hut, 
I  perceived  two  lean  and  withered  arms,  with  hands  suitahle, 
which,  passing  through  two  holes  in  the  door,  managed  a  wheel, 
and  spun  with  more  grace  than  their  appearance  promised. 
Having  admired  for  some  moments  this  discreet  and  mysterious 
mode  of  working,  I  pushed  against  the  door  without  knocking. 
It  opened  without  difficulty,  and  I  heheld  the  spinner,  the  rest 
of  whose  person  was  certainly  worthy  of  the  specimen,  which  I 
had  already  seen.  Her  face  was  like  an  old  parchment  pasted 
upon  a  death's  head ;  she  was  naked  to  the  waist,  and  never  was 
corpse  more  dry  or  wasted  than  her  miserahle  hody.  I  turned 
away  my  eyes,  and  demanded  something  to  quench  my  thirst* 
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**  In  this  abode,"  she  replied^  "70a  shall  want  nothiDg,  If 
you  Tfill  but  have  patience,  and  can  resist  your  inclinations,  and 
conquer  your  dislikes." — 

Thus  saying,  she  embraced  me,  before  I  was  aware  of  her 
intention.  Then  placing  me  by  her,  she  perceived,  that  my 
clothes  were  bloody.  She  shuddered,  alarmed  at  my  situation, 
of  the  danger  of  which  I  was  myself  ignorant. 

"  Your  death  would  have  been  inevitable,"  said  she,  **  had 
the  succour,  which  I  am  going  to  give  you,  been  delayed 
another  hour.* 

Thus  saying,  she  began  to  undress  me,  and  examining  my 
wound  from  top  to  bottom,  she  pressed  me  in  her  odious  arms 
most  affectionately,  every  now  and  then  kissing  the  place  from 
whence  she  wiped  the  blood.  The  intolerable  disgust,  with 
which  her  endearments  inspired  me,  did  not  escape  her ;  but 
in  spite  of  these  marks  of  aversion,  she  continued  to  anoint  my 
wound  with  an  essence,  whose  odour  perfumed  the  whole  hovel. 

''Senseless  youth!"  said  she;  "knew  you  the  treasure 
which  you  reject,  and  which,  I  see,  you  will  lose,  how  fervent 
would  be  your  gratitude,  how  different  your  emotions  I  " 

I  was  so  much  recovered  and  refreshed  by  this  first  dressing, 
that  I  needed  not  a  second  to  be  in  perfect  health.  I  now  only 
wished  to  quench  my  thirst,  and  free  myself  fh>m  my  disagree- 
able hostess.  I  therefore  requested  her  to  satisfy  the  first  and 
most  urgent  of  my  necessities,  since  the  succour,  which  she  had 
just  given  me,  would  be  unavailing,  if  she  suffered  me  to  die  of 
drought. 

'*!  must  put  you  then  to  that  trial,"  said  she,  ''which  I 
foresee,  you  will  be  unable  to  sustain.    Follow  me." 

So  decrepid  was  she,  that  she  raised  herself  with  the  utmost 
dijQSculty ;  and  her  person  gave  me  so  much  disgust,  that  I 
could  not  bring  myself  to  afford  her  any  support.  She  was 
quite  bent  double,  and  in  spite  of  the  crutch  on  which  she 
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leaned,  I  thought,  she  nerer  could  drag  herself  out  of  the  first 
apartment,  the  most  dirty  and  miserable  one  that  I  ever  beheld. 
The  next  was  rather  better,  and  the  third  much  larger,  and 
tolerably  furnished;  but  the  last  was  the  most  magnificent 
room  perhaps  in  the  uniTerse.  It  i^peared  to  be  rather  the 
/abled  habitation  of  some  fairy,  than  the  apartment  of  a  mortal. 
Nothing  was  to  be  seen  but  glasses,  admirable  pictures,  and 
furniture  the  most  costly.  On  one  side  stood  an  elegant 
toilette,  displaying  a  Tariety  of  jewels ;  on  the  other,  a  bed, 
covered  with  Chinese  gold  and  oriental  pearls  in  embroidery, 
seemed  only  to  wait  the  Diyinity's  arrival,  for  whose  use  they 
were  prepared :  not  far  from  the  toilette  I  perceived  an  undress, 
St  for  the  wearing  of  an  Empress  of  eighteen. 

It  took  us  a  considerable  time  to  reach  this  chamber ;  for 
besides  that  the  old  lady  moved  very  deliberately,  she  never 
suffered  me  to  enter  any  apartment,  before  she  had  passed  her 
hands  through  two  holes  in  the  door,  and  spun  for  a  fe# 
moments,  as  I  found  her  doing  on  my  arrival.  My  thirst  was 
much  irritated  by  this  delay ;  still  its  violence  was  suspended 
for  some  instants,  while  I  gazed  on  the  objects  contained  in 
the  latter  chamber.  But  my  companion  soon  interrupted  this 
examination. 

**  Come !  "  said  she,  taking  my  hand  ;  '^let  us  to  the  foun- 
tain* What  you  behold  here  can  only  serve  to  excite  flames  in 
your  bosom,  and  what  you  want  is  water  to  cool  those  which 
bum  there  already.     Follow  me,  and  you  shall  be  satisfied.** 

**  It  was  unnecessary  for  her  to  say  this  twice ;  I  followed 
her  eagerly.  The  fountain  was  within  a  few  yards  of  the  mag- 
nificent chamber,  and  from  thence  had  the  sound  proceeded, 
which  first. induced  me  to  search  for  water.  As  soon  as  I 
beheld  it,  I  rushed  open-mouthed  towards  the  largest  sheet^ 
which  fell  from  the  rock  above ;  but  the  provoking  old  womaii 
detained  me  by  the  arm.  ' 
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^'Besr  me  for  the  last  time! "  ihe  died ;  **l£retbidng  y^ur 
liielmation  to  qaeaoh  your  thint,  yon  can  reflolve  to  peas  a 
wbole  hour  in  my  anns  withoiit  teating  this  water,  I  will  recon- 
duct you  to  the  chamber  through  which  I  led  yon,  and  yon  shaH 
be  at  liberty  to  pass  the  remainder  of  the  night  with  me  en 
tiiat  superb  conch,  which  yon  hare  jnst  beheUL" 

Wishing  to  accompany  this  proposal  with  a  tender  glance, 
she  tamed  upon  me  two  little  p%^B  eyes,  which  rather  resembled 
a  dog's  just  dead  of  the  mange,  than  a  hnman  creatore's !  As 
ior  me,  in  the  perfect  indifference  to  beauty  which  I  then  felt, 
and  in  the  ykicQce  of  thirst  so  immoderate,  I  should  hare  pre- 
ferred three  glasses  of  cold  water  to  the  three  graces.  I  ther^ 
f&re  shook  off  her  hold  rather  rudely,  nm  to  the  fountain,  and 
began  to  drink  as  eagerly  as  if  I  feared  seeing  the  stream  £uL 
before  my  thirst  was  satisfied. 

The  lady,  to  whom  I  had  not  thought  proper  to  saczifioe  this 
pleasure,  retired  while  I  was  drinking,  and  probably  not  in  the 
best  humour.  That,  however,  was  to  me  a  matter  of  absolute 
Indifference.  I  now  found  myself  perfectly  easy  and  con* 
tented  ;  sleep  came  upon  me,  and  I  accepted  its  adyanees  with* 
out  hesitation. 

It  was  broad  di^,  when  I  awoke,  and  much  was  I  surprised 
to  find  myself  in  a  spot,  the  most  horrible  that  I  had  ever  seen ! 
I  gazed  aroxmd  me,  striving  in  vain  to  comprdbend  how  I  had 
got  into  such  a  desert,  or  how  I  should  get  out  of  it.  The 
stream,  of  which  I  had  drunk  the  night  before,  gushed  from 
the  summit  of  a  rock  seemingly  detached  from  the  rest  of  the 
mountain,  and  I  found  myself  stationed  upon  this  summit. 
I  could  perceire  the  roofs  of  the  hut  and  of  the  enchanted 
palace,  which  had  excited  in  me  such  admiration :  but  I  was 
teparated  from  them,  by  a  precipice  so  tremendous,  that  I 
shuddered,  whenever  my  eye  dared  to  measm^  its  depth  ;  and 
on  every  side  I  was  surrounded  by  beetling  rocks,  which. 
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instead  of,  offering  me  a  passage,  seemed  leaning  forward  for 
the  express  purpose  of  tumbling  themselyes  upon  me.     Fully 
persuaded  that  I  had  not  been  transported  to  this  place  through 
the  air,  I  persisted  in  my  perilous  search  after  some  out*let, 
and  at  length  I  succeeded  in  my  inquiry.     It  was  the  entrance 
of  a  cavern^  equally  obscure  and  deep,  which  seemed  rather  the 
retreat  of  some  wild  beast,  than  a  passage  to  scenes  less  tre- 
mendous.    However,  I  resolved  to  examine  it,  and  drawing  my 
sword,  I  descended  into  this  gloomy  cave  ;  hopeless  of  finding 
any  other  issue,  than  that  by  which  I  had  entered.     But  after 
many  difficulties,  I  felt  that  the  ground  rose,  and  perceived  a 
feeble  glimmering  of  light  which  guided  me  to  the  spot,  where 
day  penetrated  into  this  subterraneous  abyss.     This  second 
outlet  was  totally  different  from  the  first:  it  was  a  spacious 
grotto,  ornamented  with  shells  and  marble  statues :  a  bow  of 
polished  steel  hung  on  one  side ;  on  the  other  Was  a  quiver, 
ornamented  with  gold  and  jewels,  and  filled  with  arrows ;  and 
in  the  middle  of  the  grotto  a  large  cage  of  jet  inlaid  with  ivory 
was  suspended  from  the  roof.     I  was  so  eager  to  get  out  of  the 
scrape  in  which  I  found  myself,  that  without  staying  to  reflect 
on  what  I  saw,  I  hastened  out  of  the  cave,  and  was  near 
treading  upon  something  sparkling  which  lay  a  few  paces  from 
the  door.    It  was  a  shoe,  whose  buckle  was  formed  of  four 
diamonds,  the  most  perfect  and  brilliant  that  I  ever  beheld : 
but  the  shoe  itself  was  so  small,  and  so  exquisitely  shaped,  that 
J  bestowed  no  thought  upon  the  immense  worth  of  the  buckle. 
Having  read,  that  Pallas,  when  she  walks,  makes  the  earth 
tremble  and  the  forests  shake,  and  that  the  immortal  Juno 
takes  but  one  stride  from  Mount  Ida  to  the  Isle  of  Samos,  I 
was  tolerably  certain,  that  I  had  not  found  the  shoe  of  a 
goddess ;  but  I  determined  to  discover  the  mortal,  if  it  were 
possible,  whose  foot  could  be  worthy  to  wear  so  delicately 
formed  a  slipper* 
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I  brought  it  away  with  me,  though  I  did  not  expect  to  retain 
its  possesBion  long  ;  for  I  guessed  it  to  be  the  hkdy's  property, 
whose  hunting  accoutrements  I  had  seen  in  the  grotto,  or  else 
that  it  belonged  to  the  other  inyisible  nymph,  for  whom  the 
toilette  was  prepared  in  the  old  woman's  hoyel. '  I  was  still 
hesitating  whether  I  should  return  there  to  seek  her,  or  had 
better  wait  in  the  grotto  till  some  oue  should  come  thither  to 
look  for  the  shoe,  when  I  was  induced  to  abandon  both  designs 
by  hearing  cries  and  lamentations  proceed  from  the  rock  aboye* 
1  ascended  it  in  haste ;  for  the  voice  seemed  to  be  a  female 's, 
and  since  my  finding  this  slipper,  my  heart  was  wonderfully 
softened  in  favour  of  a  sex,  for  which  till  then  I  had  felt  the 
most  perfect  indifference.  I  soon  discovered  that  the  mourner 
was  no  other  than  my  nymph  of  the  cock  I  As  soon  as  she- 
saw  me  she  fell  at  my  feet,  entreating  me  to  plunge  my  sword 
in  her  bosom.  I  was  by  no  means  disposed  to  grant  her  this 
favour,  for  she  had  already  inspired  me  with  a  tender  incline* 
tion.  I  raised  her  respectfully,  and  haidng  assured  her  that  I 
would  hazard  my  life  in  the  attempt  to  extricate  her  from  her 
difficulties,  I  was  on  the  point  of  seating  myself  by  her,  in 
order  to  hear  at  my  ease  the  cause  of  her  affliction ;  when  she 
gave  me  a  look  of  surprise,  eyed  me  from  head  to  foot,  as  if  she 
had  never  seen  me  before,  and  removed  immediately  to  some 
distance. 

"  Be  good  enough,*'  said  she,  "  to  sit  a  little  farther  off,  for 
you  seem  to  me  so  disagreeable,  that  I  cannot  suffer  you  to 
come  so  near  me." 

I  obeyed  with  all  humility,  and  the  impertinent  creature, 
turning  away  her  head,  that  she  might  not  see  me  while  she 
spoke,  addressed  me  as  follows : — 

«  Before  I  disclose  the  cause  of  my  despair,  which  perhapa 
-appears  to  you  ridiculous,  you  must  know,  that  the  cocks» 
which  you  have  seen,  are  only  entrusted  to  those  damsels^  who 
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iike  myself  are  diBtingtushed  either  for  rank  or  merit.  Three 
^prand  hunting-matcheB  are  held  every  year,  similar  to  that 
ronlucky  one  at  which  you  were  present  yesterday,  and  those 
young  women,  who  in  four  years  bring  home  twelve  lions,  are 
united  to  the  lorers,  who  attend  on  them  during  those  four 
years.  In  the  meantime  they  see  their  admirers  at  all  hours  ; 
cbut  'tis  as  much  as  their  lives  are  worth  to  grant  the  least 
favour,  till  the  twelve  lions  are  taken.  Should  a  cock  make 
Us  escape,  'tis  a  sign  that  there  has  been  some  little  impro* 
priety  in  the  conduct  of  his  mistress  ;  however,  if  the  bird  is 
found  again,  the  crime  is  not  capital ;  but  at  the  end  of  three 
days,  if  he  is  still  absent,  it  is  a  convincing  proof  of  a  criminal 
intercourse,  and  the  seceder  from  virtue  is  immediately  buried 
-alive.  It  is  this,  which  causes  my  despair :  my  cock  never 
can  be  found  again,  since  I  saw  it  with  my  own  eyes  devoured 
by  that  brute  of  a  lion.  Wretch  that  I  am !  Why  did  he  not 
-devour  me  at  the  same  time  !  Why  did  I  not  perish  without 
knowing  the  most  amiable  of  mankind ;  or  why  did  not  all  the 
men  whom  I  have  ever  known  appear  to  me  as  ugly  and  dis- 
agreeable as  you  do  ?  " 

Insults  80  broad  would  have  offended  most  people  ;  but  the 
worse  that  she  treated  me,  the  more  did  I  admire  her,  and  I 
was  still  endeavouring  to  express  my  growing  passion,  when 
her  lover  made  his  appearance.  I  immediately  recognised  him 
-for  one  of  our  hunters,  nor  was  my  compaiiion  slow  in  showing 
Jler  recollection  of  him.  She  instantly  flew  towards  him  with 
open  arms,  and  professed  herself  happy,  before  she  was 
.deprived  for  ever  of  the  light  of  day,  once  more  to  behold  the 
{beams  of  hb  bright  eyes.  Now  this  lover  of  hers  was  bandy- 
legged, pug-nosed,  and  copper-coloured  ;  and  the  bright  eyeif, 
.which  sh^  raved  about  (like  a  Chinese  pig's),  never  had  known 
.what  it  was  to  be  quite  open.  Haying  embraced  her  tenderly, 
hfi  told  her,,  that  guesidng  her  distress,  he  had  provided  a  boat, 
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wliich  then  wiuted  at  the  foot  of  the  mountain,  and  that  he 
could  easily  carry  her  off,  if  I,  who  had  reduced  her  to  ihii 
extremity,  would  for  one  hour  protect  them  firom  the  matron'a 
monster. 

<'  And  who  is  the  matron's  monster  ?  "  said  I. 

"You  will  know  hut  too  soon,*'  he  answered,  "for  he  is 
looking  for  his  lady's  slipper,  which  I  see  in  your  hand." 

This  said,  he  clasped  his  mistress  in  his  arms,  and  hastened 
with  her  towards  the  sea  with  all  expedition.  At  first  I  felt  a 
iitUe  jealous,  hut  no  sooner  were  they  out  of  sight,  than  I 
thought  no  more  of  them.  Adventures  had  succeeded  each 
other  BO  rapidly  on  this  mountain,  that  scarcely  could  I  per- 
suade myself  that  I  was  not  in  a  dream ;  hut  more  were  yet 

behind,  for  it  now  happened 

'Tis  you,  who  dream,"  interrupted  Dinarzade  impatiently ; 

you  are  desired  to  relate  your  own  adventures,  which  in  the 
.present  posture  of  aff&irs  you  should  have  told  as  concisely  as 
possible  ;  and  instead  of  this  you  weary  us  with  another  per- 
son's, accompanied  with  details  so  uninteresting,  that  it  is  a 
4oubt  whether  they  are  more  tedious  or  trifling." 

"And  what  does  it  signify,"  cried  the  Sultan,  "whose 
adventures  he  relates,  so  that  they  amuse  me,  and  last  out  the 
night  ?  What  have  I  better  to  do,  than  to  hear  them  ?  Go 
on,  Facardio,"  he  added,  "  and  heed  not  the  remarks  of  these 
chatterboxes,  who  never  are  satisfied,  but  when  they  are 
talking  themselves." 

Dinarzade  bit  her  lips  with  impatience.     The  fair  Sultana, 

who  had  now  passed  a  thousand  nights  in  bed,  with  nothing 

better  to  amuse  her  than  tales  only  fit  to  set  one  asleep, 

raised  her  eyes  devoutly  to  heaven,  and  Facardin  of  Trebizonde 

•proceeded  thus :  — 

J  If  I  remember  right,  I  was  interrupted  in  that  part  of  the 
granger's  history,  where  he  informed  me  that  he  fancied  himself 

c  3      * 
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to  have  been  dreaming,  while  revolying  the  rarietj  of  erentd 
to  which  BO  short  a  space  of  time  had  given  rise.  I  novr 
endeavoured,  he  continued,  to  regain  the  grotto ;  but  instead 
of  taking  the  path  by  which  I  had  ascended  the  rock,  I  fol- 
lowed one,  which,  after  a  tedious  journey,  conducted  me  to  the 
matron  s  abode.  The  door  was  open  ;  the  spinning-wheel  was 
still  there^  but  no  hands  were  employed  in  turning  it.  Find- 
ing no  longer  so  insuperable  an  aversion  for  a  female  whose 
£rst  appearance  had  so  much  disgusted  me,  I  resolved  i6 
enter,  and  review  the  wonders  of  the  beautiful  apartment.  I 
held  the  slipper  in  my  hand ;  I  ceased  not  for  a  moment  to 
iadmire  it,  and  I  frequently  pressed  it  to  my  lips  as  fondly 
as  if  it  had  been  the  portrait  of  a  mistress  most  passionately 
beloved. 

Just  as  I  prepared  to  enter  the  hut,  I  was  stopped  by  an 
enormous  giant,  armed  with  a  huge  club,  and  covered  with 
rough  hair  from  head  to  foot.  His  manner  of  accosting  me 
surprised  me  considerably,  for  his  gestures  were  much  less 
gentle,  and  his  looks  much  more  savage  than  the  lion's,  whom 
I  had  the  honour  of  killing  the  day  before.  The  first  thing 
which  he  did  on  seeing  me,  was  to  take  his  club  in  both  hands, 
and  gnash  his  teeth  like  a  wild  boar :  the  second  was  to  thank 
Heaven  for  throwing  the  thief  in  his  way,  who  had  stolen  his 
lady's  slipper ;  and  he  then  proceeded  to  assure  me,  that  he 
should  already  have  dashed  out  the  few  brains  which  the  gods 
had  given  me,  if  the  matron  his  mistress  had  not  commanded 
him  to  reserve  me  for  torments  the  most  excruciating.  From 
the  sound  of  the  voice  which  uttered  it,  I  fancied  that  some 
bull  was  pleased  to  make  me  this  civil  speech  ;  after  which  the 
giant  continuing  his  discourse,  ordered  me  to  surrender  the 
slipper,  and  follow  him  without  delay* 

**  I  should  find  it  less  trouble,**  said  he,  ''to  take  it  from 
you  by  force>  than  to  ask  you  for  it  ^  but  my  mistress  has  com« 
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tDanded  me  to  nukkd  you  restore  it  throtigh  fear  of  mj  prowess^ 
and  therefore  down  upon  your  knees  this  moment." 

**  Are  those  your  mistress's  commands  ?  "  said  I ;  **  then 
pray,  present  my  best  respects  to  her,  and  tell  her  from  me* 
that  neither  you  nor  all  your  fellow-monsters  put  together  shall 
make  me  surrender  a  shoe,  whose  beauty  has  charmed  me,  and 
which  I  did  not  obtain  by  dishonourable  means." 

As  I  said  this,  I  saw  that  the  wild  dromedary  had  already 
raised  his  club  to  crush  me,  and  I  instantly  drew  my  sword. 
His  strength  was  prodigious  ;  but  as  he  was  not  very  expert,  I 
easily  avoided  his  blows,  the  gentlest  of  which  was  sufficient  to 
shiver  the  rocks  in  pieces,  and  overturn  the  surrounding  trees. 
However,  as  I  contrived  to  draw  blood  from  him  every  time 
that  he  missed  me,  I  should  probably  have  finished  the  combat 
unhurt,  had  it  not  been  my  fate  to  get  scratched  in  this  land  of 
wonders.  It  seems  that  the  giant  had  a  nail  on  the  great  toe 
of  his  right  foot,  which  the  Erymanthian  boar  might  have  been 
proud  of.  This  I  did  not  discover  for  some  time,  but  at  length 
I  had  good  reason  to  perceive  it ;  for  as  I  stooped  to  escape  a 
blow  from  his  club,  which  he  pretended  to  aim  at  me,  he  found 
an  opportunity  of  giving  me  a  slash  by  no  means  inferior  to 
that>  which  I  had  received  from  the  lion  the  day  before.  This 
incensed  me  so  highly,  that  with  a  furious  blow  I  lopped  of 
the  leg,  to  whose  foot  was  attached  the  weapon  which  had 
favoured  me  with  so  respectable  a  wound.  His  fall  was  like 
^hat  of  a  tower^B,  and  the  earth  trembled  as  he  touched  it.  I 
threw  myself  upon  him  intending  to  strike  his  ugly  head  from 
his  shoulders  ;  but  a  voice,  which  proceeded  from  the  hut,  made 
me  hold  my  hand. 

'*  Valiant  knight,*'  cried  the  voice,  ''  kill  not  my  monster." 
-  I  obeyed,  and  quitting  him  entered  the  hovel,  intending  to 
present  the  matron  with  the  slipper  which  force  could  not  oblige 
tae  to  surrender,  and  to  explain  that  I  had  not  obtained  it  by 
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discreditable  means.  I  now  supposed  that  it  must  belong  to 
some  daughter  or  niece  of  hers,  for  whom  in  all  probability  the 
chamber  and  clothes  were  prepared,  which  I  had  seen  the  n^ht 
before. 

But  in  vain  did  I  traverse  the  yariona  apartments  ;  no  one 
appeared  ;  and  part  of  the  garments,  which  I  had  seen  near 
the  toilette,  had  been  taken  away.  Hoping  to  obtidn  from  him 
some  intelligence  of  his  mistress,  I  returned  to  the  place  where 
I  had  left  the  giant ;  but  he  also  was  gone,  and  had  carried 
away  his  leg  with  him.  Though  I  had  lost  a  considerable 
quantity  of  blood,  I  did  not  find  myself  much  weakened,  and 
was  only  sensible  of  hunger  to  a  degree  not  less  yiolent  thaa 
had  been  the  thirst,  which  tormented  me  the  night  before.  I 
resolved  to  look  for  something  to  appease  the  first,  where  I  had 
so  lately  succeeded  in  appeasing  the  second ;  but  the  hovol 
door  closed  at  my  approach,  nor  could  all  my  efforts  suffice  ta 
open  it.  The  grotto  was  now  my  only  resource — I  sought  it 
for  some  time  without  success,  nor  perhaps  should  I  ever  have 
found  it,  had  I  not  been  conducted  thither  by  the  agreeable 
smell  of  roast  meat.  With  an  appetite  like  mine  I  could  nol 
have  met  with  a  guide  more  acceptable :  I  followed  it  witb 
joy ;  and  no  sooner  did  I  reach  the  grotto,  than  I  was  more 
than  ever  convinced  that  I  must  certainly  be  dreaming. 

How  beautiful  was  the  form  which  on  my  entrance  presented 
itself  to  my  admiration !  A  nymph  in  a  hunting-dress  was 
reclining  on  a  magnificent  sofa,  and  looked  in  that  attitude^ 
as  if  the  queen  of  love  had  borrowed  Diana's  garments  to  follow 
to  the  chace  some  new  Adonis.  Part  cf  her  bosom  was  un^ 
covered  ;  and  that  part  was,  in  my  opinion,  worth  all  thf 
treasures  which  the  caverns  of  the  earth,  the  billows  of  the 
^a,  or  the  women  in  the  universe,  can  possibly  manage  to  con- 
'oeal.  Her  petticoat  was  tucked  up  on  one  side,  and  fastened 
above  her  knee  by  a  diamond  buckle,^^  samil^  to  that  whicib 
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ornamented  the  Beantifol  alipper ;  and  the  leg,  which  by  tlu^ 
means  was  displayed,  was  so  exquisitely  turned,  as  to  make  me 
eertain  that  it  could  not  possibly  be  the  property  of  a  mortal. 
As  soon  as  she  saw  me,  she  gazed  on  me  for  a  few  moments 
with  attention. 

**  Though  the  ayersion  with  which  your  ridiculous  deformity 
inspires  me,"  said  she,  '*  and  the  esteem  which  I  cannot 
deny  to  your  valour,  are  now  combating  within  my  bosom,  I  am 
still  willing  to  offer  you  the  means  of  securing  your  own  happi- 
ness, and  at  the  same  time  of  contributing  to  mine.  Tou  have 
found  my  slipper/'  she  continued,  "  and  your  presumption  in 
touching  it  is  expiated  in  some  degree*  by  the  intrepidity  with 
which  you  asserted  your  claim  to  it.  Had  you  surrendered  it 
to  the  giant,  there  would  hare  been  an  end  for  ever  of  your 
hopes  and  mine,  for  in  the  man  who  would  possess  me,  courage 
is  an  indispensable  qualification.  But  before  I  proceed,  let  me 
proTO  to  you  that  this  shoe  is  really  mine  ;  here  is  my  foot ; 
approach,  and  put  it  on." 

I  obeyed  with  mingled  tenderness  and  respect,  and  while 
kneeling  before  her,  my  transports  were  so  violent  that  I 
scarcely  knew  what  I  was  about.  The  shoe  was  put  on  with 
all  imaginable  ease  ;  after  which  she  bade  me  take  it  off  again, 
and  then  inquired  what  had  conducted  me  to  the  grotto.  I 
now  for  the  first  time  recollected  my  necessities,  and  I  told  hei^ 
that  I  was  dying  of  hunger,  with  a  look  as  fond  and  languish- 
ing as  if  I  had  told  her  that  I  was  dying  of  love. 

*'  What !  "  she  exclumed ;  *'  ever  these  gross  and  sensual 
desires  t  Last  night  you  visited  the  matron  because  you  were 
thirsty,  and  this  morning  your  only  reason  for  visiting  me  is 
because  you  are  hungry  !  But  no  matter ;  I  shall  soon  dis- 
cover whether  you  deserve  the  misfortune  which  you  have 
drawn  upon  yourself  by  drinking,  and  whether  you  will  make 
yourself  worthy  of  that  glorious  fate  which  will  be  yours  as 
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eooQ  as  you  shall  hare  eaten  sufficiently.  As  I  am  impatient 
to  know  whether  you  really  merit  the  advantages  which  the 
stars  appear  to  promise  you,  take  this  bow  without  delay,  and 
let  me  see  whether  you  can  bend  it.'^ 

I  obeyed,  persuaded  that  I  should  find  this  task  as  easy  as 
the  putting  on  her  slipper ;  but  it  was  not  without  considerable 
efforts  that  I  at  length  succeeded.  No  sooner  was  the  deed 
performed,  than  the  string  of  the  bow  produced  a  sound  so 
melodious,  that  it  could  only  be  equalled  by  that  which  pro* 
ceeded  from  the  cage  of  Jet ;  whose  door  openjjpg  at  that 
moment,  a  large  bird  flew  out  with  such  swiftness,  as  to  prevent 
my  distinguishing  its  species.  Surprised  at  the  adventure 
which  I  had  just  accomplished,  the  nymph  surveyed  me  with 
attention,  but  almost  instantaneously  turned  away  her  head 
again,  as  if  her  eyes  had  been  shocked  by  some  disgusting 
object. 

<*  Take  an  arrow  from  yonder  quiver^'*  said  she  ;  **  look 
upwards,  and  aim  at  whatever  you  see  in  the  air." 

I  left  the  grotto,  and  thought  I  could  distinguish  a  fly  far 
above  me.  As  nothing  else  was  to  be  seen,  I  discharged  my 
arrow  at  it,  which  was  soon  out  of  sight ;  but  just  when  I  sup« 
posed  it  to  be  in  the  middle  region  of  the  air  (so  long  was  it  ere 
it  descended),  I  saw  it  fall  at  my  feet,  loaded  with  the  largest 
cock  that  I  ever  beheld. 

The  nymph  ran  towards  the  bird,  kissed  it  thrice  affection* 
ately,  and  drew  out  the  arrow  ;  on  which  the  cock  sprang  into 
the  air  as  if  nothing  had  happened,  and  disappeared  in  a  few 
moments.  This  exploit  seemed  to  inspire  the  fair  huntressi 
with  more  respect  for  me,  though  not  'enough  to  abate  her 
aversion. 

<<  Yes,"  said  she  ;  *'  you  must  certainly  be  the  person 
destined  to  release  me ;  yet  if  I  owe  my  deliverance  to  you^- 
how  can  I  endure  to  pass  my  life  with  a  man  whose  appearance 
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IS  no  less  disgusting  and  ridiculous  than  his  actions  are  glorious 
and  sublime  ?  Prince»  be  careful  of  mj  slipper  ;  seek  through 
eTory  region  of  the  earth,  nor  present  yourself  again  before  me, 
till  you  have  found  a  foot  that  can  fit  my  shoe»  a  woman  that 
can  loTe  you,  or  a  cock  that  can  fly  as  high  as  that  which  you 
have  just  seen.  Having  presented  me  with  one  of  these  three 
wonders,  you  will  only  need  to  obtain  the  matron's  fayoura 
to  entitle  you  to  mine ;  but  without  this  last  condition,  and 
one  or  other  of  the  first  three,  I  shall  always  be  unfortu* 
nate,  and  you  never  will  be  happy.  However,  before  you  set 
out  in  search  of  these  adventures,  I  must  put  you  to  a  prelimio 
nary  trial.  Tou  remember,  I  suppose,  that  in  spite  of  all 
entreaties  to  the  contrary,  you  insisted  last  night  upon  drink- 
ing :  to  punish  you  for  this  obstinacy,  I  now  inform  you  that 
however  great  may  be  your  disgust,  you  are  expected  to  eat 
whatever  may  be  set  before  you,  without  being  desired  at  all." 

I  asked  no  better :  I  thought  that  nothing  could  be  served 
up  at  the  table  of  a  person  so  elegant,  that  could  possibly  baulk 
an  appetite  so  voracious  as  mine  ;  but  when  I  examined  what 
was  placed  before  me,  it  was  a  wonder  that  I  kept  from  faint- 
ing. You  never  could  guess,  valiant  knight,  what  composed 
this  diabolical  ragout ;  I  am  therefore  obliged  to  explain,  that 
the  dish  contained  the  giant's  leg,  not  forgetting  the  foot,  and 
the  large  nail  that  adorned  it  I 

The  sight  made  my  hur  bristle  with  horror ;  I  turned  sick, 
and  was  leaving  the  grotto,  anxious  to  escape  from  so  disgust- 
ing an  object,  when,  without  speaking,  the  nymph  heaved  a  deep 
elgh,  and  gave  me  a  look  no  less  expressing  pity  than  resent- 
ment. That  look  was  sufficient  to  determine  my  conduct ;  I 
elosed  my  eyes,  tore  off  a  morsel  from  the  leg,  and  swallowed 
it*.  Having  obeyed  thus  far,  I  again  prepared  to  retire,  assur* 
ing  my  hostess  that  I  should  feel  no  desire  to  eat  for  at  least 
the  next  four  days«    She  seemed  much  softened  by  my  com-> 
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pliance,  fixed  her  eyes  upon  me  more  steadily  than  before,  and 
so  much  delighted  me  by  the  change  which  I  perceired  in  their 
expression,  that  I  got  down  a  little  bit  more.  On  this  she 
drew  nearer,  placed  her  hand  familiarly  upon  my  shoulder,  and 
told  me  that  although  she  would  not  ask  it  of  me,  it  watf 
necessary  for  me  to  pick  the  whole  leg  to  the  bones. 

'<  I  feel  the  charm's  effect,"  said  she  ;  ''my  heart  tells  me 
that  the  first  spell  is  on  the  point  of  being  dissolved.  Perse* 
vere,  and  you  need  not  go  far  to  find  a  woman  who  loves  you ;' 
but  if  you  leave  this  place,  or  if  your  meal  is  interrupted,  before 
you  can  empty  the  dish,  you  will  become,  if  possible,  more 
disagreeitble  to  me  than  you  are  at  present." 

These  words  touched  my  heart,  and  produced  no  slight  effect 
upon  my  head ;  they  animated  my  courage,  but  alas  !  they  did 
not  augment  my  appetite.  However,  though  the  leg  was  suffi' 
cient  to  feed  ten  famished  persons,  since  such  was  the  condition 
of  my  trial,  I  resolved  to  use  every  effort*  to  fulfil  it ;  and  I 
determined  either  to  swallow  the  whole,  or  to  burst  bravely 
before  the  eyes  of  my  Divinity  !  It  was  in  the  very  midst  of 
this  magnanimous  attempt  that  my  confounded  squire,  who 
probably  had  been  seeking  me  for  some  time,  made  the  rocks 
re-echo  with  the  name  of  Facardin.  Suddenly  the  nymph 
changed  colour ;  she  seemed  irresolute  for  a  few  moments,  and 
then  finding  that  I  was  the  object  of  pursuit,  she  hastened  into 
the  subterraneous  passage,  leaving  me  more  confounded,  more 
surprised  and  more  afiiicted,  than  I  have  power  to  express* 
I  had  perceived  that  her  glances  grew  milder ;  the  wound 
given  me  by  the  giant  closed  while  I  was  employed  in  eating 
his  leg  ;  and  the  presence  of  the  most  lovely  creature  in  the 
universe,  who  reclined  affectionately  upon  my  shoulder,  had 
JBnabled  me  to  support  the  horror  of  my  trial.  But  no  sooner 
clid  she  leave  me,  than  forgetting  her  injunctions  I  forsook  mj 
horrible  repast,  and  flew  towards  the  passage  by  which  she  haci 
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departed:  the  moment  that  I  approached  it»  a  strong  and  nuih* 
mg  wind  not  only  opposed  mj  entrance,  hut  raised  me  with 
yiolence  from  the  gronnd,  and  hlew  me  out  of  the  grotto.  As 
Boon  as  I  was  on  the  outside,  the  door  (which  had  two  holes  in 
it  similar  to  those  in  the  door  which  protected  the  matron's 
eottage)  closed  of  its  own  accord  ;  through  these  holes  two 
fmns,  whiter  than  snow,  and  more  heautiful  than  Cjtherea's, 
immediatelj  passed  themselyes ;  an  ehonj  spinning-wheel  inlaid 
with  gold  placed  itself  spontaneously  hefore  them,  and  the 
epinning  recommenced  with  more  diligence  than  oyer.  I  was 
now  convinced  that  the  Biyinity  whom  I  had  just  seen  was  the 
matron's  daughter,  and  that  spinning  was  a  favourite  occupa- 
tion in  this  enchanted  family.  I  drew  nearer,  with  the 
intention  of  throwing  myself  on  my  kneee  hefore  the  nymph, 
joi  whom  I  saw  nothing  hut  the  arms,  and  of  conjuring  her  in 
pity  to  open  the  door  ;  when  my  squire,  having  at  length  dis- 
covered me,  hegan*to  hawl  out  my  name  louder  than  ever. 
Immediately  the  heautiful  hands  disappeared  ;  the  grotto  door 
opened  with  violence ;  and  the  giant,  putting  out  his  head, 
blew  in  my  face  with  such  force,  that  he  rolled  hoth  my  squire 
and  myself  down  to  the  place  where  I  had  first  distingmflhed 
the  ray  of  light  which  had  guided  me  to  the  matron's 
cottage*  When  I  recovered  from  my  fall,  my  squire  informed 
me  Ihat  it  was  high  time  to  he  gone,  and  he  conjured  me  to 
descend  with  all  expedition,  while  it  was  stiH  in  my  power  to 
escape. 

'<  What  could  put  it  in  your  head,"  said  he,  "  to  climh  this 
iconfounded  mountain,  which  is  crammed  full  of  sorcerers  and 
^lehantments,  while  all  the  inhabitants  of  the  neighbouring 
^villi^ges  were  in  search  of  you  ?  I  waited  till  midnight  by 
ihe  river  side  ;  and  then,  supposing  that  while  I  was  looking 
^for  you  there,  you  must  have  landed  somewhere  else,  in  hopes 
of  finding  you  I  hastened  to  the  next  village  ;  but  here  I  wad 
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told  rare  news  of  you :  it  was  reported  that  you  had  either 
seduced  or  ravished  the  girl  who  was  left  with  you  on  the 
island ;  that  her  cock  was  lost ;  that  you  had  disembarked 
with  her,  and  that  boih  had  concealed  yourselres  in  the  cavities 
of  the  mountain,  to  avoid  the  punishment  of  your  offence.  In 
consequence  all  the  inhabitants  assembled  this  morning  at  day^ 
break  ;  a  council  was  held  ;  the  troops  were  ordered  to  march ; 
and  one  part  of  them,  imdertaking  to  surround  the  mountain, 
and  bar  every  avenue,  the  other  ascended  it,  and  dispersed 
themselves  through  all  the  various  paths  by  which  it  was  pos* 
eible  for  you  to  have  passed.  Now  then,  my  dear  master,  I 
gave  you  up  for  lost.  They  had  secured  me,  fearful  lest  I 
diould  apprise  you  of  their  designs ;  and  they  assured  me  very 
seriously,  that  I  should  have  the  honour  to  share  your  punish- 
ment. I  was  almost  distracted  to  think  that  a  man  who  had 
always  been  so  prudent  and  so  indifferent  respecting  this  sort 
of  frailty,  as  you  have  been^  should  at  length  throw  away  his 
life  thus  foolishly  for  the  sake  of  a  vulgar  hussy  and  her  dung- 
hill cock.  In  the  midst  of  these  melancholy  reflections,  a  loud 
shout,  proceeding  from  that  side  of  the  mountain  which  was 
nearest  the  sea,  augmented  my  distress  ;  for  it  was  imme- 
diately reported  that  you  had  been  seized  in  the  very  act  of 
eloping  with  your  new  mistress*  How  great  was  my  joy  when 
I  beheld  the  captives.  The  companion  of  this  unlucky  girl 
was  one  of  the  hunters,  who  it  seems  had  been  long  attached 
to  her.  Their  doom  was  pronounced  without  delay;  and  though 
they  continued  to  assert  their  innocence,  the  lover  was  com- 
pelled to  dig  a  pit,  into  which  he  put  his  mistress  up  to  the 
neck,  after  tenderly  embracing  her,  and  taking  a  most  affec- 
tionate farewell.  The  pit  was  then  filled  up  again  ;  but  at  the 
¥ery  moment  that  nothing  of  the  damsel  was  visible  except  her 
head,  and  which  was  also  on  the  point  of  disappearing,  a  cock 
was  heard  to  cro^  in  the  air  above  her. 
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All  raised  their  eyes ;  the  noise  was  heard  again,  but  still  * 
nothing  oould  he  diBtinguished*    At  length  one  of  the  principal 
persons  dr^w  a  telescope  from  his  pocket,  and  declared  that  it 
was  a  gnat  mimicking  the  crowing  of  a  cook :  on  the  other 
hand,  the  Jover  asserted  that  it  was  the  identical  cock  which 
hjf^  mistress  had  lost,   and  swore  by  the  great  Caramoussal 
that  he  recognised  him  bj  his  manner  of  crowing*     While 
they  were  still  debating  this  question,  a  real  live  cock,  which 
had  raised  itself  higher  than  ever  cock  had  done  before, 
descended  and  perched  upon  the  damsel's  head.     The  uni«» 
versal  acclamations  gave  him  not  the  least  alarm  ;  he  kept  his 
place  with  greaf  intrepidity,  while  the  whole  company  agreed 
in  thinking  that  this  prodigy  was  e£fected  by  the  great  Cara- 
moussal, and  was  a  conyincing  proof  of  the  girFs  innocence ; 
but  no  sooner  did  they  approach  in  order  to  restore  her  to 
liberty,  than  the  cock  stretched  out  his  neck,  clapped  his 
wings,  crowed  thrice,  and  then  darting  into  the  air  with  the 
swiftness  of  a  falcon,  in  a  moment  was  out  of  sight.    This  jper* 
Buaded  the  spectators  that  her  conduct  with  her  lover  had  not 
been  perfectly  correct ;  but  as  the  cock  in  clapping  his  wings, 
had  put  out  her  left  eye,  he  was  supposed  to  have  meant  this 
as  a  punishment  for  granting  trifling  favours,  and  she  was 
declared  fully  justified  of  any  capital  offence*    In  consequence, 
she  was  immediately  released  both  from  the  pit  and  her  appro* 
hensions  ;  she  was  conducted  home  to  her  parents  in  triumph ; 
and  while  they  were  busied  in  dressing  her  eye,  I  hastened 
hither  to  conjure  you  to  leave  a  country  where  the  mountains 
are  full  of  sorcerers,  the  islands  of  lions,  and  the  villages  of 
men,  women,  and  cocks,  who,  for  anything  that  I  can  see,  are 
not  a  jot  better  than  the  sorcerers  or  the  lions/* 
,    The  truth  of  this  account  was  confirmed  by  my  adventures 
pn  the  mountain*    J  resolved  therefore  to  follow  my  squire's 
MvicO;  and  we  left  this  repository  of  prodigies  and  incompre* 
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'hensible  eY«nts  without  meetmg  anj  farther  impedunont.  I7he 
more  that  I  revolTed  upon  what  had  passed,  the  less  was  I 
persuaded  that  it  had  really  happened.  The  lion,  who  had 
called  me  by  my  name  ;  the  old  woman^  who  lored  me  so  ten- 
derly ;  the  young  one,  who  hated  me  so  inyeterately ;  the 
nymph  of  the  grotto,  who  enjoined  me  to  do  what  could  not 
he  done  ;  the  water,  which  I  drank  with  such  eagerness,  and 
the  meat,  which  I  eat  with  such  disgust ;  all  appeared  to  have 
been  equally  delusions :  but  the  precious  slipper  was  still  in 
my  possession,  and  that  was  sufficient  to  establish  the  reality 
ci  all  the  rest.  I  caused  this  helmet  to  be  made  at  the  nearest 
dty ;  and  this  cock  enriched  with  diamonds,  clapping  his  wings, 
and  in  the  act  of  crowing,  conceals  the  wonderful  shoe,  which 
I  shall  now  offer  to  your  admiration." 

Here,  opening  the  crest  of  his  helmet,  the  courteous  stranger 
drew  forth  the  shoe,  which  he  had  praised  so  highly ;  it  was 
concealed  within  the  golden  cock,  which  I  had  at  first  mistaken 
for  an  eagle.  I  confess,  most  illastrious  Sultan,  the  sight  of  it 
filled  me  with  surprise.  This  slipper  was  in  truth  a  master* 
piece,  no  less  in  respect  to  shape  than  size  and  elegance.  I 
could  not  look  at  it  without  emotion,  though  I  was  conyinced 
that  it  was  made  solely  to  display  the  artist's  workmanship, 
and  could  not  hare  been  designed  for  the  use  of  any  human 
oeing.  In  vain  did  the  stranger  protest  that  his  own  hands 
had  placed  it  on  the  foot  of  the  fair  huntress  :  I  persisted  in 
my  incredulity.  Having  examined  it  for  some  time,  and  with 
the  owner's  permission  pressed  it  respectfully  to  my  lips,  I  at 
length  restored  it  to  its  former  concealment :  after  which 
Facardin  of  Mount  Atlas  resumed  his  narration. 

The  insignificant  adventures,  said  he,  which  I  met  with 
after  this,  are  unworthy  your  attention;  nor  will  I  trouble 
you  with  the  tedious  list  of  refusals,  insults,  and  disdain  which 
iell  to  my  lot,  wherever  my  vows  were  offered.  I  thought  every 
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.woman  deserying  my  affection,  and  every  woman  thought  my 
affection  undeserring  her  acceptance.  They  who  were  no 
longer  in  the  hloom  of  life,  preferred  iheir  aeryants,  and  they 
who  were,  preferred  mine.  Howeyer,  if  all  refiued  me  their 
,  fayonrsy  none  refused  to  try  on  the  shoe  ;  but  here,  alas !  I 
was  no  less  unauccessf ul :  not  one  could  get  in  a  single  toe. 
No  hope  now  remained  for  me  but  to  find  a  cock  which  could 
raise  itself  as  high  as  that  of  the  fair  huntress ;  that  is  to  say, 
a  cock  that  could  fiy  like  an  eagle.  To  my  sorrow,  I  find, 
that  this  is  no  less  a  rarity  than  a  woman  who  can  loye  me,  or 
a  foot  that  can  fit  the  beautiful  slipper. 

I  had  ah*eady  trayersed  Asia  and  Africa,  and  was  on  the 

point  of  embarking  for  Europe,  when  the  ambassadors  of  For- 

timbrass  with  the  great  mouth,  king  of  Denmark,  arriyed  at 

the  port  of  Sidon.     They  told  us  that  they  were  in  pursuit  of 

a  mouth  proportioned  like  iheir  master's,  and  expressed  iheir 

fears  that  their  search  would   be  unsuccessful.     To  justify 

these  apprehensions,  they  drew  from  a  golden  casket  the  exact 

measure  of  the  royal  mouth,  and  a  most  enormous  one  it  was 

in  truth !     I  owned  that  though  I  had  travelled  far  and  wide, 

I  never  had  met  with  a  mouth  at  all  to  be  compared  to  it ;  and 

I  begged  to  be  informed^  when  he  had  found  it,  what  in  the 

world  their  master  meant  to  do  with  a  mouth  so  monstrous. 

I  was  answered,  that  this  desire  was  excited  by  a  most  strange 

.  and  unfortunate  adventure,  which  they  had  not  then  time  to 

explain  ;  on  this  the  chief  ambassador,  who  seemed  a  person 

of  no  small  consequence,  sighed  several  times,  and  at  length 

burst  into  tears.     The  eyes  of  his  companions  immediately 

.overflowed  ;  and  both  my  squire  and  myself  were  too  well  bred 

.not  to  follow  thdr  example,  though  what  these  venerable  per- 

.sons  were  crying  about,  we  could  not  conceive. 

''Adieu,  my  beloved  country  I"  exclaimed  at  length  the 
^chief  ambassador;  "  we  bid  you  an  eternal  adieu,  forbidden  to 
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reviBit  your  happy  climates  till  two  things  are  {ovaad,  neither 
of  whieh  the  earth  can  famish." 

Guessing  that  the  large  mouth  must  be  one  of  those  things, 
I  begged  him  to.  inform  me  what  was  the  other.  He  replied 
that  his  master  had  a  daughter,  on  whom  he  doated.  She  was 
extremely  beautiful,  and  called  SapineUa  of  Jutland*  This 
damsel  not  being  able  to  get  slippers  to  fit  her,  had  gone  mad 
in  consequence,  and  persuaded  her  father  to  hang  up  all  the 
cobblers  in  the  kingdom.  Informed  of  the  difficulty  to  please 
her,  and  dreading  the  fate  of  their  comrades,  the  foreign  shoe- 
makers had  refused  to  work  for  her ;  and  at  length  things  were 
brought  to  such  a  pass,  that,  yielding  to  his  affection  for  her, 
the  king  had  published  throughout  his  dominions,  that  whoever 
could  shoe  the  beautiful  Sapinella  should  marry  her  for  his 
trouble.  It  was,  however,  specified  in  the  bargain,  that  such 
as  failed  in  the  attempt  should  be  hung  with  as  little  ceremony 
as  had  been  shown  to  their  predecessors. 

**  And  thus,"  continued  the  ambassador — "  thus  are  we, 
wretched  slaves  of  a  despotic  master  and  a  capricious  mistress, 
condemned  either  to  find  the  little  slipper  and  the  large  mouth, 
or  never  to  revisit  the  fertile  plains  of  Denmark — Denmark, 
that  beloved  country  which  gave  us  birth.  Such  are  the 
curious  commissions  which  we  are  enjoined  to  execute ;  and 
you  can  easily  conceive  that  we  have  but  too  much  reason  in 
thinking  that  we  have  bidden  adieu  for  ever  to  our  native 
land  !  " 

While  making  these  reflections  the  tender-hearted  ambassador 
cried  like  an  infant.  Those  which  his  narrative  had  suggested 
to  me  were  of  a  very  different  nature  ;  and  afier  meditating  for 
some  time  upon  the  conditions  stipulated  in  the  King  of  Den* 
mark's  edict,  I  asked  what  would  be  the  consequence  of  pre* 
senting  SapineUa  with  a  shoe  too  small. 

«  For  "  said  I,  *<  though  I  suppose  her  in  size  to  be  no 
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bigger  than  a  doll,  yet  a  slipper  maj  be  made  so  small  that 
•  even  a  doll  cannot  get  her  foot  into  it." 

Highly  offended  by  this  obserration,  the  chief  ambassador 
bestowed  on  me  a  look  of  most  profound  contempt. 

<*  Young  man/'  said  he,  ''  when  you  hare  seen  a  little  more 
«of  the  world,  you  will  learn  to  treat  a  fair  one  with  greater 
respect,-  whose  fame  can  only  be  unknown  to  yourself,  and 
such  as  resemble  you.  Should  chance  oyer  lead  you  to*  the 
feet  of  our  princess,  you  will  see  what  sort  of  feet  they  are, 
and  be  obliged  to  confess  that,  Moussellina  the  Serious  ex^ 
cepted,  she  need  yield  to  no  one  in  point  of  figure.  'Tis  not, 
therefore,  so  much  the  smallness  of  her  foot — ^that  being  per- 
fectly proportioned  to  her  commanding  height,  which  makes 
the  fitting  her  with  shoes  a  matter  of  difficulty — as  its  shape, 
elegance,  and  form,  no  less  singular  than  beautiful." 

**  But,  my  good  lord  ambassador,"  said  I,  **  suppose  the 
person  who  produces  a  slipper  perfectly,  adapted  to  the  shape, 
elegance,  and  singular  form  of  this  beautiful  foot  should  by  no 
means  be  inclined  to  marry  your  infanta,  what  would  be  the 
consequence  of  his  refusal  ? 

"  Should  any  one  be  found,"  answered  the  Dane — ''but  it 
appears  to  me  impossible  that  there  should — ^so  cold,  so  stupid, 
80  weak  in  judgment,  and  so  deficient  in  taste  as  to  renounce 
Sapinella  of  Jutland's  lawful  possession,  she  is  then  obliged  by 
oath  (her  honour  and  all  belonging  to  it  being  out  of  the  ques- 
tion) to  grant  him  whatever  favour  he  may  think  proper  to 
demand." 

My  reasons  for  asking  this  question,  I  doubt  not,  valiant 
stranger,  are  already  known  to  you.  This  answer  determined 
my  conduct,  for  till  then  my  scruples  had  kept  me  in  suspense* 
Though  the  oharming  huntress  still  reigned*  in  my  bosom,  not 
to  fall  in  love  with  every  woman  who  came  in  my  way  was  to  me 
utterly  impossible^     However,  the  moment  they  were  out  of 
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li|{ht  I  forgot  all  others^  and  oqIj  remembered  the  beantifal 
uuknoirn.  The  princess  offered  her  hiind  to  him  who  could 
$/COomfiuh.  a  task  which  she  despaired  of  erer  seeing  per- 
formed ;  on  4he  other  hand,  certain  death  was  his  punishment 
who  failed  in  the  attempt.  I  had'  long  sought  a  foot  worthy 
the  most  beautiful  shoe  in  the  world ;  Sapinella  had  long 
sought  a  shoe  worthj  the  most  beautiful  foot  in  the  uniTerse^ 
which,  as  she  thought,  belonged  to  her  own  person.  If,  on  the 
one  hand,  I  feared,  lest  the  sensibility,  of  my  heart  should 
make  me  forget  everything  but  her  beauty,  while  I  gazed  on  m 
princess,  who  had  been  painted  to  me  in  colours  so  fascinating; 
on  the  other,  the  aversion  with  which  I  had  always  inspired 
the  whole  sex,  aeemed  to  promise  me  a  safe-guard  against  my 
own  weakness.  I  had  traversed  two  quarters  of  the  world 
without  finding  a  female  who  would  accept  my  heart ;  nor  had 
I  found  any  cocks  except  dunghill  ones,  who  knew  no  more  how 
to  fly  than  I  did  myself.  I  determined  therefore  to  embark  on 
board  one  of /the  ambassador's  vessels  to  try  my  slipper  on  the 
foot  of  the  Danish  princess  ;  and  should  I  succeed  in  my 
attempt,  then  to  lead  her  to  the  grotto  in  triumph,  where  dwelt 
the  nymph  wi^  the  sted-bdw.  The  ambassadors,  who  reidly 
were  mighty  good  sort  of  people,  opposed  this  design  with 
much  earnestness.  They  represented  to  me  all  the  difficulties 
of  such  an  enterprise  ;  and  they  assured  me,  that  I  should  find 
it  very  inconvenient  to  be  hung  in  the  flower  of  my  age,  a  fate 
which  I  co^  not  escape  should  I  handle  SapineDa's  foot  with* 
out  success.  I  was  obstinate ;  and  as  I  had  not  divulged  to 
him  the  mystery  of  the  beaut^ul  slipper^  the  ehi^  ambassador^ 
who  was  much  addicted  to  Rubbering,  actually  burst  into  tears 
on  seeing  me  ascend  the  vessdi. 

The  wind  was  so  favourable,  that  seven  mon^s  after  my 
embaikation  I  readied  the  Scandinavian  coast  so  favoured  by 
nature.     Havjng  traversed  those  immense  provinces,  I  at  length 
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ftrrired  at  iiie  ooort  «f  Fcriimbraai  with  tbe  wide  movdi.  Here 
it  was  that  I  expected  to  meet  wilb  adrontureft  mvch  move 
wortiiy  your  attention  than  those  wliieih  yefa  have  jut  heard. 
Jndge,  then,  how  great  was  nqr  disappeintment  when,  upon 

mqniiing  fot  the  prineeBS,  I  was  infamed 

In  tins  part  of  Ms  historj  ^  handsome  stranger  was  inCeF- 
rapted  by  an  unexpected  flourish  of  cymbals,  iymhals,  fifes, 
trumpets,  flage^ots,.  bagpipes,  eowhoms,  and  drams,  whieh 
•nddei^j  nesoonded  through  t&e  forest.  We  koked  eagerly 
romid  us,  and  our  eyes  for  some  time  reeted  in  Tain  on  the 
spot  whenee  the  noise  prooeeded.  The  neara*  that  this  sin- 
gular o(meert  approached,  the  more  was  our  onrprise  augmented, 
as  we  stifl  were  unable  to  disoorer  the  cause*  Suddenly  my 
.  eecretsrj  and  the  stranger's  squire,  who  had  dimbed  two  lofty 
trees,  and  who  by  this  means  enjoyed  a  more  extenure  look 
out,  rejomed  ns  inteiror,  asid  announced  thai  a  tro^  of  Arabs, 
whom  4he  hilk  had  till  diea  preTonted  us  from  deaerying,  was 
seen  hastening  towards  ub,  no  -doobt  intending  to  surround  our 
little  party.  On  rooeiving  this  inteUigenoe  we  took  onr  camds 
from  our  attendants,  and  having  mounted  them,  ad?anced 
boldly  towards  the  robbers,  whom  we  eould  now  pereeive  ;  but 
we  soon  discovered  that  the  new-«omers  were  neither  robbers 
nor  Arabs  ;  and  that,  as  to  surrounding  us,  nothing  could  be 
fSsxther  from  dieir  ioeiination.  Still  their  arf^^earanoe  surprised 
us  not  a  little.  As  &r  wi  our  eyes  could  reach  we  discovered 
an  erer-lengihening  ehain  of  eamds,  horses,  mules,  and  eie- 
piaants,  heavily  hukn  vrith  litters,  palanqums,  and  baggage  of 
e^ery  deaeription.  Hi^  were  esoorted  by  a  numerous  body 
of  seldiero  and  slaves,  all  habited  in  chintz,  the  colours  of  whidi 
mere  so  iirdiy  and  brilliant,  that  the  whole  appeared  to  us  a 
rnvving  part^re,  enamelled  with  the  choicest  flowers  of  spring 
and  summer.  We  stopped  to  observe  the  progress  <^  this  sin- 
gidar  eoaroy,  in  whose  middle  a  palanquin,  sparkling  with  gold, 
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and  adorned  with  designs  of  tlie  most  exquisite  finish,  failed  not 
to  attract  the  chief  part  of  oar  obsenration. 

This  palanquin  was  shut  up  on  all  sides.  Four  slayes  of 
gigantic  stature  bore  it  on  their  shoulders,  while  of  four  satrapa 
on  horse-back  each  supported  an  umbrella  over  it,  to  protect  it 
from  the  heat  of  the  sun.  The  satraps,  the  slaves,  and  the 
palanquin,  were  all  covered  with  chintz  ;  but  that  chintz  was  of 
so  fine  a  texture,  so  admirably  painted,  and  magnificently 
embroidered,  that  my  secretary  (than  whom  nobody  understands 
these  matters  better)  has  frequently  assured  me  since,  that  it 
could  not  be  worth  less  than  two  talents  an  ell.  Round  the 
palanquin  the  musicians  were  stationed,  whose  concert  had  been 
the  original  means  of  engaging  our  attention.  Unluckily  as 
soon  as  they  approached  us  the  concert  began  again,  and  we 
soon  discovered,  that  in  order  to  remain  in  its  neighbourhood,  it 
was  absolutely  necessary  to  be  well  used  to  it.  This  unexpected 
music  made  us  start  one  and  all ;  but  it  appeared  so  terrible  to 
our  camels,  that  after  all  the  extravagant  actions  which  sudden 
terror  makes  those  animals  perform,  they  fairly  ran  away  with 
us.  Every  effort  to  hold  them  back  only  redoubled  their  impa- 
tience to  be  gone,  and  the  impetuosity  with  which  they  hurried 
us  away.  My  secretary's  beast  and  my  own,  who  stuck  close 
together,  turning  short  round  as  if  by  agreement,  dashed  like 
mad  things  through  the  rear,  which  came  loitering  after  the 
rest,  and  trampled  upon  all,  who  happened  to  be  in  their  way« 
The  general  confusion  which  this  occasioned,  and  the  cries  of 
such  as  found  themselves  attacked  in  this  impromptu  manner, 
increased  still  more  the  fury  of  these  infernal  animals,  who 
slackened  not  their  speed,  till  they  reached  the  banks  of  a  large 
river.  Here  for  a  moment  they  stopped  to  take  breath ;  but  the 
recollection  of  their  fright  soon  returning,  they  plunged  into  the 
water,  without  giving  us  the  least  hint  of  their  design.  AH 
that  we  could  do  in  this  moment  of  surprise,  was  to  hold  fast 
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by  the  ears,  and  endeavour  to  reach  the  opposite  bank  of  the 
river,  which  was  both  deep  and  rapid.  We  were  now  above 
fifteen  stadii  distant  from  the  forest,  where  we  had  caused  so 
ttiuch  confusion.  Gladlj  would  I  have  returned  thither,  being 
equally  anxious  to  know  what  was  become  of  the  handsome 
Facardin,  and  to  hear  the  conclusion  of  his  adventures.  But  my 
secretary  representing  to  me  the  danger  and  difficulty  of  repass- 
log  the  river,  the  near  approach  of  night,  and  the  fresh  disturb- 
ance which  our  camels  would  occasion,  should  the  same  infernal 
clatter  recommence  on  our  arrival,  I  gave  up  the  point,  and  suf« 
fered  him  to  conduct  me  to  a  cottage,  which  we  descried  at  some 
distance.  I  passed  the  night  in  all  the  agonies  of  impatience : 
no  sooner  did  the  morning  dawn,  than  I  again  set  forward, 
anxious  to  learn  what  could  be  meant  by  this  triumphal  proces- 
sion, in  which  chintz  furniture  made  so  conspicuous  a  figure, 
and  still  more  desirous  of  rejoining  Facardin  and  his  shoe,  from 
whom  I  hoped  to  hear  the  ci^tastrophe  of  his  adventures.  Un- 
luckily  a  dreadful  tempest  which  had  not  ce^ed  during  the 
flight,  swelling  the  mountain-torrents,  had  caused  such  an  over- 
flow of  the  river,  that  it  would  have  been  useless  to  attempt  to 
pass  it  or  to  wait  till  the  waters  should  abate.  The  people  with 
whom  I  lodged,  assured  me,  that  all  the  plains  on  that  side 
would  be  inundated  for  at  least  a  mdbth :  thus  then  was  I  sepa- 
rated from  this  amiable  stranger,  of  whom  I  have  never  sincd 
been  able  to  obtain  a  sight,  in  spite  of  my  anxiety  and  efforts 
to  rejoin  him. 

Here  Dinarzade  heaved  a  deep  sigh,  as  if  just  relieved  from 
6ome  great  oppression. 

**  A  thousand  thanks,''  she  cried,  raising  her  hands  to 
heaven,  *'  a  thousand  thanks  to  the  satraps  in  chintz,  the 
gilded  palanquin,  the  slaves  who  bore  it,  the  umbrellas  which 
shaded  it,  and  above  all  to  th^  flageolets,  fifes,  cymbals,  and 
bagpipes,  which  by  frightening  your  camel,  separated  you  from 


38  cojjsi  HAMiLTgai'»  zaabs. 

faeardin  the  S^ccmd !  and'  oh !  for  ever  blessed  be  tbe  mer, 
whose  wellrtimed  overflowmg  prevented  jo«i  from  falling  in  with 
]um  again !  Had  it  not  been  for  thai  ft^tanate  accid^it,  I  doubt 
not  you  would  bare  wearied  us  as  intoleraUy  with  the  end  of  bl(Ek 
adventuree,  as  jou  have  already  dene  with  the  beginning.  For 
Hearen's  sake,  mj  dear  prinee,  tell  me  at  <»iee>  how  many  years 
it  will  take  you  to  relate  your  hiatoiys  and  how  nuny  Tolume^ 
may  be  made  out  of  your  secretary's  journal ;  since  though  yon 
haye  now  trespassed  upcm  our  good  Sultan's  patience  for  a  Tery 
coDsiderable  time^  as  you  have  employed  it  entirely  in  recount- 
ing the  misfbrtu&es  dl  another  persoD^  while  of  your  own  I  hare 
not  heard  one  syllaUe,  I  confess  ta  you,  that  I  begifi  to  despaii; 
of  ever  hearing  your  history  oonehxde. ' '— - 

LttckEy  Sehahriar-*^wheae  custem  it  was  to  have  the  soles  of 
his  feet  tickled  by  his  great  chamberlain — had  just  then  fallen 
into  a  gentle  slumber,  and  therefore,  hia  sistelt-in-law's  remarka 
for  this  time  escaped  him.  Had  it  not  been  for  this  accident^ 
^lere  is  reason  to  belieye,  that  sh&  would  not  have  got  oC  witb 
a  simple  reprimand,  Facardin,  indeed,  who,  to  give  him  hia 
due,  was  extremely  good-humoured,  hastened  to  prereot  the 
Sultan's  being  aware  of  the  interruption,  and  rescued  Dinarzade 
from  his  displeasure  by  resimnng  his  discourse^ 

«  As  during  the  latter  part  of  my  narration,"  said  he^ 
**  the  attention  of  your  most  august  and  yietorious  Majest^r 
seemed  to  be  drawn  off,  by  some  meditations  no  doubt  of  yerj 
serious  public  and  political  importance ;  in  order  to  connect 
the  broken  threads  of  my  story,  I  wiU  just  repeat  the  heada 
of  what  escaped  you,  while  buried  in  your  own  profbuocl 
reflections." 

*'  Don't  give  yourself  the  trouble,"  answered  the  Sidtan^ 
^  I  hare  not  lost  a  syllable ;  and  to  convince  you  <^it,  I  rempem<- 
ber,  that  while  I  meditated  on  the  means  of  preserving  the  tra&' 
qwllity  of  my  suljects,  and  the  proi^rity  of  my  dominions,  yop 
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recited,  how  the  palanqiuiuiy  elephants,  chintz  curtains,  and 
umhrellaa,  took  to  their  heels,  and  dashed  into  the  sea,  as  soon 
as  yoar  squires  and  their  camels  hegan  to  plaj  upon  their  fifes 
and  hag-pipes." 

**  Exactlj  so !  "  ezdainfed  Dmanade ;  '<  the  Prince  of 
I'rehixcmde  heed  only  continue  his  history  ;  and  if  erer  yotur 
Majesty  i^oqM  take  it  into  your  head  to  rqteat  the  whole  in  tho 
style  of  the  specimen,  which  we  have  just  heard,  I  H  engage  for 
lis  heing  the  most  curious  narratire,  that  erer  was  rdated  in 
mortal  hearing !  '* 

**  Silence!''  said  the  Sultan;  "  I  wish  to  give  all  my 
atteatiou  to  the  prince.    Trebizonde,  proceed." 

I  -was  considerahly  vexed,  continued  Facardin,  at  my  ahrupt 
separation  from  the  handsome  stranger,  not  only  because  I 
had  already  imbihed  a  mneere  attachment  to  him,  but  because 
I  meant  to  have  requested  him  to  change  his  name ;  lest  the 
exploits  by  which  I  intended  to  make  mine  Utnstrious,  should 
be  ascribed  uidiscrimihatdy  to  one  or  oth^  of  the  only  two 
Pacardins  exisiing.  HowcTeri  but  a  short  time  elapsed,  ere  I 
discovered  thai  this  pareoaution  would  have  been  of  no  avail. 
.  Some  persons  have  minds  so  inactive  as  to  pass  whole  hours 
without  opening  their  lips,  and  this  more  particularly  happens 
^ea  they  are  alone.  For  my  part,  never  having  been  afflicted 
with  that  Bupineness  of  imagination,  which  leads  people  to  medi- 
tate on  the  various  objects  which  present  th^nsdves  to  travellers 
without  fiseuBsiag  them  by  word  of  mouth,  whenever  I  had 
nobody  else  to  converse  with,  I  held  a  conversation  with  myself. 
Sometimes  I  repeated  a  scene  or  two  from  s<mie  new  pUy ; 
somethnes  I  hummed  a  favourite  air,  and  at  other  times  I 
whistled  it.  In  short,  I  made  use  oi  every  source  of  amuse* 
in^it,  which  talents  and  an  excellent  education  could  supply, 
instead  of  wasting  my  time  in  building  castles  in  the  air,  like 
'the  stupid  dreamers  to  whom  I  just  now  alluded. .  It  is  true 
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my  secretary  did  not  come  under  tliis  description  ;  but  then  he 
had  another  whim,  which  was  not  a  jot  more  sensible  or  enter- 
taining. Every  twelve  yards  he  halted,  and  drawing  out  a 
portfolio  crammed  full  of  his  remarks,  he  busied  himself  with 
the  utmost  gravity  in  chalking  down  all  the  rivers,  castles, 
wind-mills,  mountains,  and  pigeon-houses,  which  he  saw 
from  the  road.  One  day  in  particular  he  put  me  out  of  all 
patience. 

"  I  wonder.  Jessamin,"  said  I ;  **  I  wonder,  that  with  such 
a  long  beard  hanging  down  to  your  girdle,  you  are  not  ashamed 
of  being  so  childish  as  to  keep  eternally  scratching  and  scrawl- 
ing, when  you  might  employ  yourself  so  much  better  in  remain-i. 
ing  near  me,  listening  to  my  discourse,  and  replying  to  my 
questions.  Pry* thee,  put  up  that  bundle  of  trash,  and  look  in 
your  list  of  perilous  adventures,  for  that  which  happens  to  be 
nearest  at  hand  ;  for  in  fact  I  am  heartily  weary  of  wandering 
about,  as  I  have  done,  for  these  last  three  weeks^  without 
knowing  where  I  am,  or  whither  going." 

As  I  said  this,  we  approached  a  bridge,  which  he  was  just 
then  in  the  very  act  of  drawing  ;  nor  was  it  without  infinite 
reluctance,  that  he  had  consented  to  lay  aside  his  employment. 
However,  my  .orders  being  repeated,  he  prepared  to  obey  me  ; 
wh^n  suddenly  our  camels  began  to  whine,  and  snuff,  and 
seemed  to  be  seized  with  some  violent  panic.  A  moment  after 
we  heard  the  tuning  of  instruments,  and  immediately  about  half- 
a-dozen  persons  appeared  at  the  other  end  of  the  bridge.  They 
were  all  dressed  in  a  sort  of  chintz  uniform,  and  no  sooner  did 
they  descry  us,  than  they  began  to  get  their  instruments  in 
order  and  tune,  by  way  of  doing  honour  to  our  approach. 
Perceiving  these  musicians  to  be  of  the  same  kind  with  those 
whom  we  had  left  in  the  forest,  we  begged  leave  by  signs  to 
decline  the  serenade,  with  which  they  were  preparing  to  com- 
pliment us.     They  easily  discovered  by  the  violent  agitation  of 
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our  camels,  tliat  we  made  this  request  on  their  acc<mnt.  Tin* 
luckilj  the  distress  of  these  heasts  appeared  to  the  musicians 
so  entertaining,  that  as  thej  staggered  across  the  hridge  (for 
they  were  completely  drunk)  they  thought  proper  to  heighten 
it  by  an  additional  symphony.  No  sooner  were  the  first  notes 
audible,  than  my  secretaiy's  camel,  recollecting  the  means  by 
which  he  had  just  escaped,  dashed  into  the  riyer  without 
hesitation  ;  and  while  in  hopes  of  gaining  the  opposite  bank 
his  master  held  fast  by  the  neck,  the  curious  memoirs  of  our 
trayels,  which  he  had  not  had  time  to  put  up,  floated  down  the 
stream  to  our  great  discomfiture.  With  respect  to  my  camel, 
the  principal  musician  had  seized  him  by  the  bridle,  and  the 
others  prevented  him  from  rejoining  his  companion.  When 
the  poor  beast  found  that  all  arenues  to  escape  were  barred, 
he  dropped  on  his  knees,  trembling  like  an  aspen ;  he  shut 
his  eyes,  not  being  able  to  shut  his  ears,  and  sent  forth 
such  melancholy  cries  and  groans,  that  I  found  it  impos- 
sible to  refruin  from  laughter ;  especially  when  I  heard  the 
other  camel,  affected  by  his  friend's  situation,  answer  her 
in  the  same  pathetic  stream  from  the  opposite  side  of  the 
river. 

I  sprang  upon  my  feet ;  and  the  principal  musician,  who 
still  held  my  camel's  bridle,  having  persuaded  his  companions 
to  withdraw  (for  he  dreaded  lest  they  should  occasion  some 
new  alarm),  conducted  me  across  the  bridge,  frequently  apolo- 
gising for  the  insolence  of  these  drunkards.  He  informed 
me  that  they  belonged  to  a  band,  with  the  other  members  of 
which,  he  supposed,  I  had  not  come  in  contact ;  since,  to  judge 
from  my  camel's  turn  of  mind,  he  thought,  that  had  he  heard 
them,  the  animal  must  have  died  of  the  fright,  they  being  very 
numerous,  and  being  positively  ordered  to  play  on  all  their 
instruments,  as  soon  as  a  stranger  appeared  in  sight.  He 
added,  that  he  had  staid  behind  in  order  to  collect  these  rascals 
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together,  who  had  aepaorated  tbdmselteft  from  the  eoavajy  in 
otder  to  drink  at  the  different  ale-houBos  on  the  road,  and  that 
he  must  hasten  to  rejoin  the  train  oi  the>  prineess. 

«  What  prineett  ?  "  said  L 
'    **  Monssellina  the  Serious,"  answered  my  new  ac^foaintanee ; 
^'who  is  returning  to  her  fathers  doDunions  in  hopes  of 
laughing;" 

'^  Of  laoghing  r*  lexdained;  '' what  can  jou  mean  ?  " 

'<  I  mean,"  rallied  he,  *'  that  she  has  been  travelling  about 
for  these  three  months  for  tiie  sole  purpose  of  laughing,  and  it 
is  for  the  sole  purpose  of  laug}iii^»  that  she  now  returns  to  her 
Batiye  land.  But  ifriiat  a  simpleteQ  am  I,"  he  continued,  **  to 
think  it  necessary  to  explain  to  you  what  you  must  know  so 
much  better  than  myself." 

Thus  saying,  he  hastened  to  rcrf oin  his  eCmp«ii(Mis,  as  fast 
as  he  could  lay  l^s  to  the  ground.  It  was  in  Tain  that  I 
called  alter  him,  begging  him  to  come  bftck,  uid  satisfy  my 
curiosity :  he  turned  not  his  'bead  towards  me,  and  nothing 
could  persuade  my  secretary  to  let  me  mount  my  camel  and 
follow  him  ;  for  Jessamin  protested  that  he  had  rather  die 
than  be  again  in  the  power  of  that  unmerciful  music.  We 
hastened,  therefore,  to  escape  from  it ;.  he  lamentiBi^  the  loss 
of  his  journal,  and  I,  that  of  an  eaphmaticMH  reapectiag  the 
princess  of  Astracan.  I  might  hare  passed  the  time  till  mid* 
night  in  these  reflections,  had  I  ehosea  it,  lor  my  secretary  k^ 
at  a  considerable  distance  behind,  probably  endeaTonring^  to 
set  down  the  heads  of  the  adventures  whidi  had  been  contained 
in  his  journal ;  but  the  silence  which  his  revery  eompdled  me 
to  observe  becondng  intolerable^  I  stopped,  and  waited  till  he 

■ 

came  up  with  me. 

**  Jessamin,"  said  I,  as  sooii  as  he  joined  me,  **  lock  amoDg 
your  papers  for  the  list  of  places,  of  which  the  encfaantmenta 
and  perHs  are  likelr  to  famish  me  with  some  employment ;  I 
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wish,  as  I  tdd  yon  before,  to  go  immedialelj  to  those,  whkh 
are  nearest  at  Land.'* 

**  Look  for  it  yoonelf/'  answered  he,  peovkfaly  ;  <'  all  n^ 
£stS;  jonmab,  and  papers  of  ererj  deseriptioB  are  following  tho 
eoTvse  of  tbe  riyer,  whilo  I  am  following  your  Highness  on  this 
deyil  of  a  camel,  who  makes  me  eveiy  moment  giro  myself  np 
for  lost ;  nay,  he  is  even  &  great  obstacle  to  my  salyation,  so 
often  does  he  put  me  voder  the  necessify  of  enrsing  both  him- 
self and  oar  great  prophet  for  intiodiicing  him  into  the  world. 
If  you  like  it,  my  lord,  you  are  perfeetly  at  liberty  to  follow 
these  papers,  wMch  in  fact  are  eommentaries  of  our  iUastrious 
actions  ;  for  my  own  part,  I  am  not  qnite  ao  great  a  fo<4  as  to 
ran  the  risk  of  drowning  in  the  attempt  to  fish  them  np.  But 
for  Hearen's  sake,  where  is  the  nse  d  seampering  after  adven* 
tnres  m  your  present  eqnipage !  Is  it  not  elear  that,  howerer 
great  may  be  yoor  courage,  there  needs  bnt  &  fiddle  to  make 
yon  mn  from  mie  end  of  the  world  to  the  other?  I  woold 
really  advise  yon  to  restrain  -^s  nolent  thint  for  ^ory  whidi 
torments  yon,  tSI  yon  have  a  better  chance  of  satisfying  it.  We 
are  now  within  three  days'  jonmey  of  the  Persian  Gulf.  In  the 
eity,  which  is  enriched  by  the  commerce  of  that  sea,  yon  may 
find  the  most  beaotifal  horses  in  the  umrerse  :  there,  if  yoor 
Highness  will  take  my  adrice,  yoa  will  get  rid  of  these  mducky 
camels,  and  mount  yourself  aceording  to  the  established  £uhioh 
of  knights-errant,  instead  of  troifog  about  the  world  like  Arme- 
nian merchants,  or  pilgrims  on  their  way  to  Heoca." 

I  took  his  advice.  On  the  third  day  afler  this  passed,  we 
discovered  ^e  banks  of  &e  Red  Sea,  having  travelled  without 
meeting  with  any  fresh  accident,  that  is  to  say,  without  falling 
in  wi^  any  music  by  l&e  way.  The  sun  was  just  settbg ;  and 
I  beheld  with  mfimte  pleasure  the  Tariety  of  brilliant  hues 
with  wMch  its  rays  tinged  the  surface  of  lliese  waters.  I  could 
hove  Bwom  that  a  purple  carpet  had  been  spread  over  them  ; 
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for  the  colour  of  tHe  sea,  and  that  of  the  light  in  which  it 
sparkled,  were  mingled  together  in  a  manner  at  once  the  most 
splendid  and  heautiful.  My  secretary,  who  now  kept  close  to 
me,  asked  whether  I  knew  how  these  waters  had  obtained  the 
appellation  of  the  Red  Sea ;  I  answered,  that  I  supposed  it 
had  been  given  them  on  account  of  their  colour. 

"  Quite  the  contrary,"  said  he ;  "they  are  no  more  red 
than  you  are  ;  and  since  it  will  be  an  hour  before  we  reach 
Plorispahan,  the  capital  of  Arabia  Petrsea,  I  may  as  well  employ 
the  time  in  explaining  this  matter." 

He  had  not  time  to  begin  his  story,  before  something  glitter- 
ing, which  appeared  on  the  water  at  a  considerable  distance, 
attracted  my  attention.  The  sun  was  already  sunk  beneath 
the  waves,  and  his  last  beams  illuminating  this  object,  we 
imagined,  at  first,  that  a  golden  hillock  was  floating  towards  us. 
As  it  approached,  we  could  perceive  an  infinity  of  streamers 
fluttering  in  the  wind,  and  at  length  ascertained  that  a  bark 
was  drawing  near  us,  which  was  covered  with  gold  from  the 
extremity  of  the  mast  to  the  very  surface  of  the  ocean.  It  was 
conducted  by  two  dwarfs,  extremely  black,  and  extremely 
deformed.  As  soon  as  it  touched  the  shore,  there  came  out  a 
kind  of  nymph,  more  ornamented  than  heaven,  and  more 
hideous  than  hell.  While  I  busied  myself  in  conjecturing  how 
it  was  possible  to  be  at  once  so  young  and  so  ugly,  she  threw 
herself  at  my  feet,  and  embraced  my  knees,  before  I  could 
possibly  prevent  her. 

"Invincible  knight! "  said  she,  ^< follow  me,  and  preserve 
the  most  precious  life  that  ever  yet  was  given  to  a  mortal ! 
But  first  swear  to  me»  that  however  dangerous  may  be  the 
imdertaking,  that  however  disagreeable  may  be  its  conditions, 
you  will  not  hesitate  to  attempt  the  deliverance  of  a  beauty, 
^ore  perfect  than  till  now  the  universe  could  ever  boast." 

Here  as  she  began  to  weep,  I  raised  her  from  the  ground. 
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anxioas  to  spare  myself  the  wry  faces,  which  she  then  thought 
proper  to  make:  nay,  I  had  ahready  opened  my  mouth  to 
give  the  oath  required,  when  my  secretary  ckpped  his  hand 
before  it 

**  Stay  one  moment,  my  lord,"  said  he  ;  ''  hefore  you  engage 
yourself,  let  me  ask  this  young  lady  a  few  questions."  Then 
taking  off  his  honnet,  and  shaking  his  long  heard,  '*  Either  my 
name  is  not  Jessamin,",  he  continued,  <<  or  you  come  from  the 
Crystal  Island — ^am  I  right,  sweetheart  ?  " 

''  Hold  your  tongue,  child,"  answered  she ;  ^'my  business  is 
not  with  you,  but  with  your  master.  Yes,  amiable  youth !  " 
she  added,  '4t  is  to  you  that  I  am  sent.  The  paragon  of 
beauty  has  just  entered  the  bath,  and  unless  you  are  so  con- 
descending as  to  see  her  come  out  of  it,  neyer  must  she  enter 
it  again  \  In  defiance  therefore  of  your  page  Jessamin,  swear 
to  follow  me !  Swear  to  me  this,  and  in  f-etum  may  the  dew 
of  morning  cool  your  sweet  slumbers ;  may  the  zephyrs  of 
evening  breathe  gently  on  your  cheeks  ;  and  may  the  accents 
of  jour  well-beloved  be  as  favourable  to  your  wishes,  as  the 
cock's  crow  is  grateful  to  the  ear  of  him,  whose  couch  during 
the  night  sleep  hath  denied  to  visit !  " 

These  prayers  were  so  extremely  kind  and  acceptable,  that 
J  could  not  think  of  rejecting  the  nymph's  request.  I  took  the 
oath,  which  she  tendered,  and  swore  that,  happen  what  might, 
J  would  not  only  see  the  lady,  whom  she  mentioned,  step  out  of 
the  bath,  but  afterwards  would  do  my  utmost  to  effect  her 
deliverance.  My  secretary  no  sooner  heard  me  make  this  vow, 
than  he  judged  it  expedient  to  tear  his  hair,  pluck  out  hi^ 
beard  by  the  roots,  and  utter  groans  and  lamentations  the  most 
deplorable.       .  / 

"Unhappy  prince!"  cried  he;  "what  evil  star  conductei 
you  hither  to  engage  in  an  enterprise,  whose  event  must  either 
prove  your  ruin,  or  entail  on  you  everlasting  dishonour.     None 
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but  a  satyr,  or  tlie  offspring  of  some  Spanish  flj,  -would  dare 
even  to  think  of  an  adventure,  which  jou  have  sworn  tQ 
attempt,  but  which  I  will  take  mj  oath,  jou  wiH  neyer  accom- 
plish !  Howeyer,  I  have  still  one  means  in  my  power  to  release 
you  from  the  row,  whicfe  you  hfure  just  made  so  rashly !  " 

Thus  saying,  he  drew  his  dagger,  and  rushed  upon  the 
ambassadress,  no  doubt  intending  to  kill  her.  I  had  no  diM- 
cuity  in  preventing  this  act  of  pasaon,  or  in  finding  words  to 
express,  how  much  I  disapproved  of  his  immaidy  transports 
However,  so  far  was  I  from  exciting  his  contrition,  that  seeing 
me  on  the  point  of  embarking  without  him,  (such  was  the  law 
of  this  adventure,)  and  finding  that  I  positively  fiM'bade  his 
accompanying  me,  he  gave  way  to  an  impulse  of  passion  not 
less  violent  than  unavailing. 

**May  the  sea,"  he  exclaimed,  "swallow  up  the  gilded 
bark,  the  furbelowed  monkey  who  is  just  on  ihe  point  of 
entering  it,  and  iAie  tmfortunate  Faeardin,  who  is  now  preparing 
to  follow  her." 

On  hearing  my  name,  my  conductress  examined  me  with  a 
look  of  surprise,  and  asked  me,  if  in  truth  my  name  waa 
Faeardin. 

**  Why  should  it  not  be  so  ?  "  said  I. 

However,  not  satisfied  with  this  answer,  she  addressed  her- 
self to  my  secretary,  who  was  still  we^ng  by  the  water's  edge* 

*'  Venerable  Jessamin !  *'  said  she,  **  tell  me  1^  truth  ;  is 
your  master  really  called  Faeardin  ?  " 

Hoping  that  this  would  be  of  service  to  me,  he  called  Heaven 
to  witness,  that  such  was  my  real  name. 

**  Then  let  me  away  without  loss  of  time,"  said  she,  ** since 
I  possess  the  invincible  Faeardin  ;  but  if  this  strangOT  is  really 
be,  what  is  become  of  the  other  half  of  him  ?  " 

Kot  understanding  this  question,  I  did  not  attempt  to  answer 
it.     The  gilded  bark  made  its  way  with  incredible  swiftness* 
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and  soon  losing  sight  of  that  shore  on  which  the  incoBSolAUe 
Jessamin  was  still  Tenting  hifl  lamentations,  a  quarter  of  an  hour 
landed  us  upon  another. 

*rhis  was  an  irameBse  rock,  wlueh  rose  in  the  midflt  of  the 
Bea.  It  appeared  to  be  transparent,  and  as  soon  as  we  disem- 
barked, I  perceived  that  it  was  entirely  composed  of  orjstaL 
A  femide,  more  advaneed  in  years,  more  splendid  in  dress,  and 
more  frightful  in  feature  than  my  eonduetress,  came  in  all  haste 
to  receiTe  as. 

'<  Take  eonrage ! ''  cried  the  nymph  ef  the  bark,  as  soon  as 
the  new-cemer  was  within  hearing ;  "  I  bring  what  our  charm- 
ing misiress  has  sought  for  so  Icmg  in  yain.  This  is  the  great 
Facardin !  "* 

<*  The  great  devil! '*  answered  the  other ;  "why,  you  must 
be  mad,  Harpiana,  to  mistake  this  shrimp  for  the  inTincible 
Facardin !  But  no  matter.  We  shall  soon  see  of  what  stuff 
this  daring  youth  is  composed  ;  and  as  he  seems  likely  to  fajl 
in  the  yery  preliminaries,  we  shall  at  least  haye  the  comfort  of 
seeing  him  flayed,  while  they  bum  the  unfortunate  Orystallina! 
Has  he  taken  the  oath  ?  '* 

"  He  has,*'  answered  the  first  scarecrow,  "  and  so  readily, 
that  I  am  almost  sorry  for  his  fate." 

**  Disarm  him  then,"  rejoined  the  other,  **  while  I  armounce 
his  arriyal  to  our  charming  mistress." 

''  Softly,"  said  I ;  "  a  moment's  patience,  if  you  please,  Miss 
Monster ;  let  me  inform  you,  that  if  you  pronounce  the  word 
*  disarm,'  a  second  tim^e,  I  shall  whip  both  your  ugly  heads 
from  off  your  shoulders." 

Thus  saying,  I  displayed  my  sword :  they  seemed  not  a  little 
confounded  at  a  proceeding  so  unexpected. 

** Conduct  me,"  I  continued,  "immediately  to  this  lady, 
whom  I  hare  sworn  to  protect,  in  order  that  without  loss  of 
time  I  may  deliver  her  from  a  danger  which  appears  to  be  so 
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pressing.  Truly,  it  would  be  extremely  wdl-timed  to  give 
Away  my  arms,  when  I  come  here  for  the  sole  purpose  of 
fighting ! " 

"  Flower  of  chivalry!  "  said  she  who  had  come  to  receive  us, 
''  do  as  we  request,  since  resistance  will  be  in  vain.  Give  up 
your  arms,  and  I  swear  to  you  by  the  prophet  Ali,  the  original 
inventor  of  green  turbans,  that  if  you  meet  a  single  enemy  with 
<arms,  yours  shall  be  restored  to  you." 

I  suffered  myself  to  be  prevailed  upon  ;  and  retaining  only 
my  sword,  which  nothing  could  induce  me  to  relinquish,  I  fol- 
lowed, wherever  these  damsels  chose  to  lead  me.  In  my  way 
I  observed  a  number  of  persons,  the  singularity  of  whose 
appearance  surprised  me  not  a  little :  they  were  men  in  female 
dresses,  who  being  each  provided  with  a  spindle  and  distaff, 
were  spinning  with  great  application,  as  we  passed  along.  I 
inquired  the  meaning  of  this  humiliating  masquerade.  I  was 
answered,  that  I  was  unlucky  in  not  being  permitted  to  increase 
their  number ;  that  all  these  persons  had  been  adventurers  like 
myself,  who  having  taken  the  same  oath,  preferred  passing 
their  lives  in  this  degrading  situation  to  engaging  in  the  enter- 
jprise  at  the  xisk  of  being  flayed,  if  they  failed  to  accomplish 
it ;  but  that  no  choice  was  left  for  him  who  should  present 
liimself  on  the  last  day  of  the  year  (that  space  of  time  being 
allotted  for  the  trial)  except  to  attempt  the  deliverance  of  the 
lady,  or  be  flayed  without  further  delay. 

"  May  I  ask,"  said  I,  "  the  nature  of  this  perilous  exploit?" 

"  Our  lovely  mistress  will  inform  you,"  answered  one  of  my 
guides,  "  as  soon  as  you  are  presented  to  her," 

It  would  have  been  difficult  to  walk,  and,  indeed,  to  keep 
one's  feet  on  an  island  of  crystal,  if  the  roads  had  not  been 
strewn  with  diamond  dust.  It  was  already  night ;  nor  should 
I  have  been  able  to  distinguish  the  several  objects  which  prer 
sented  themselves,  had  not  the  rock  been  hollowed  out  with 
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much  labour  in  yariouB  places,  where  oraage  trees  were  intro- 
duced, from  whose  branches  large  crystal  chandeliers  and  a 
profasion  of  burning  lamps  depended.  This  made  the  whole 
island  as  bright  as  if  it  had  been  day. 

>  We  were  situated  directly  under  the  torrid  zone,  scarcely 
four  degrees  removed  from  the  equinoctial  line.  The  sun  during 
tiie  day  had  darted  his  rays  full  upon  this  immense  mass  of 
crystal,  the  air  was  considerably  heated,  and  not  a  breath  of  wind 
was  stirring  after  twilight.  Consequently,  I  was  almost  suffo- 
cated with  heat  by  the  time  that  I  reached  the  other  end  of  the 
rock.  On  the  brink  of  it  I  perceived  a  square  pavilion,  in 
which  both  my  guides  advised  me  to  take  some  repose.  I 
found  there  all  sorts  of  refreshment,  and  hastened  to  enjoy  that 
of  bathing,  at  the  request  of  my  attendants,  who  assisted  me  to 
undress,  but  who  failed  in  persuading  me  to  commit  my  sabre 
to  their  care,  as  I  scrupled  not  to  do  my. garments.  In  vidn 
did  they  exert  their  lungs  in  assuring  me  that  nobody  in  this 
world  ever  bathed  sword  in  hand.  All  their  remonstrances 
proved  fruitless  ;  I  not  only  entered  the  bath,  but  came  out  of 
it  in  this  warlike  posture.  A  magnificent  night-gown  was 
immediately  thrown  over  my  shoulders ;  and  while  I  eat  of 
what  was  set  before  me,  and  appeased  my  thirst  with 
cool  and  delicious  wines,  my  clothes  were  carried  off  by  my 
conductresses. 

The  day  broke.  After  demanding  my  clothes  without  suc- 
cess, I  was  desired  to  set  forward ;  and  also  was  entreated 
pnce  more  to  lay  aside  my  clumsy,  ill-looking  scymitar,  which 
Kould  be  totally  useless  in  the  business  for  which  I  was 
preparing. 

tt  Pry 'thee,"  said  I,  **  talk  no  more  about  my  scymitar.  As 
it  is,  I  want  only  a  close  cap,  a  distaff  instead  of  a  sword,  and 
a  jacket  and  petticoat,  to  be  dressed  like  those  vrretches  whom 
I  saw  in  my  way  hither!  '* 

E 
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Finding  me  deaf  to  aQ  entreaties  respectiiig  die  sirord,  «£: 
irbich.  the  J  irere  so  aamons  to  deprire  me,  thej  eondneted  me 
without  more  delaj  to  a  hnSg^  wMck  camnected  the  CfTstal 
rock  with  the  most  delightliil  meadow  tkU  I  ever  befaeld.  Hctb- 
the  two  ladies  left  me.  Wken  I  had  croEsed  the  bridge,  two 
little  negroes,  eves  more  deformed  thaai  tihose  who  had  managed 
the  bark,  closed  behind  me  a  brazen  barrier,  and  wxth  a  low^ 
bow  demanded  mj  sword.  I  answered  that  thh  request  h&stg' 
particularly  disagreeable  to  me,  if  they  mentioned  it  i^aia  I 
should  be  under  the  necessitj  of  cleaTiBg  them  from  the  head 
to  the  navel.  This  threat  put  them  in  sueh  terror,  &at  awaj 
tiiey  ran  over  the  meadow  like  two  black  kids.  I  followed 
ihem  without  hanying  mys^,  till  I  came  near  a  palace,  wludb. 
could  not  weH  avoid  being  transparent,  for  the  vralls  vrene 
formed  of  the  clearest  and  most  beautiful  plate  ^asa  that  ther 
world  ever  produced.  Near  this  palace  was  raised,  bf  meand 
of  golden  pegs  and  cords  of  purple,  a  magnificent  pariMon.  I 
have  since  heard  that  it  belonged  fbrmedy  to  the  unfortunate 
Darius,  of  whom  I  have  the  honour  to  be  a  lineal  deseendant. 

In  this  tent,  which  was  open  in  the  front,  I  perceived  a  bed^ 
if  possible  more  ri<^  and  elegant  than  that  vrhich  now  contaioa 
the  charms  of  the  divine  Scherazede.  These  oljeets  would  not 
have  given  the  most  distant  idea  of  a  perilous  adventure  had  thej 
not  been  placed  in  a  very  disagreeable  neighbourhood ;  for,  to 
the  right  of  the  transparent  palace,  there  was-^rected  a  pile  of 
wood,  evidently  intended  to  bum  some  criminal ;  ai^  on  ih/Q 
left  I  observed  a  kind  of  altar,  the  four  comers  of  which  were 
provided  with  iron  rings  for  the  purpose  of  fastening  the  victim^ 
and  with  sacrificial  knives  for  the  purpose  of  cutting  his  throa4« 
Though  I  never  could  even  form  an  idea  what  it  was  to  be  afraid, 
I  confess  a  fittle  kind  of  inquietude  passed  through  my  head  like 
a  vapour  when  I  remembered  what  I  had  heard  respecting  tiie 
crystal  rock.     However,  no  person  being  ia  the  tent,  thov^b 
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the  bed  seemed  prepared  for  somebody,  I  approached  iiia  litde 
palace,  and  here  the  first  light  was  thrown  iipoa  the  wngnliy 
adyentiire  in  whidb  I  was  engaged.  Chance  had  oondueted  m» 
to  ihe  bathing-room.  To  enter  it  wovld  have  been  mmacessaiTV 
since  I  conld  distinguish  perfect^  wdl  through  the  waJls  what 
waa  passing  within.  Four  negresses,  more  diagj,  more  fiat- 
nosed,  and  less  dressed  than  any  to  be  found  in  the  heart  of 
Guinea,  smrounded  a  marble  bason,  in  which,,  aoeoidiiig  to  all 
appearanoes^  their  mistress  was  waitbg  for  d^  arrmd  to  begin 
the  adventure*  As  soon  as  they  perceived  me,  these  ladies-in- 
waiting  ranged  themselyes  in  a  line ;  and  immediately  the 
admirable  CiystaDina  stepped  out  of  the  water  with  as  few 
cdothes  on  as  it  was  possible  to  have  without  being  staxk  naked* 
She  remained  in  the  midst  of  these  four  uglj  old  toads  a  eon- 
siderablts  time  before  they  could  find  anything  with  which  to- 
eover  her.  This  piece  of  art  did  not  escape  me ;  but  though  I 
conceived  that  her  complexion  must  be  seen  to  great  advantage 
while  contrasted  willi  the  horrible  figures  around  her,  I  own  I 
was  much  struck  with  the  dazzling  whiteness  of  her  skin; 
and  I  looked  with  contempt  upon  the  perils  of  the  enterprise 
while  I  reflected  that  this  uncommon  beauty  would  certainly 
feel  some  gratitude  for  the  service  which  I  hoped  shortly  to 
render  her. 

While  such  were  my  reflections,  the  lady  and  her  attendants 
disappeared  I  know  not  how*  In  a  few  moments  after  one  of 
the  negresses  came  to  say  that  her  mistress,  the  heavenly 
Ciystallina,  that  divinity  whom  I  had  just  be«DL  so  fortunate  as 
to  see  bathing,  waited  for  me  in  her  apartmCT.t,  where  she  was 
yast  gone  to  bed,  and  hoped  that  I  would  make  haste  to  pre- 
serve her  life  by  my  politeness  and  generosity.  Scarcely  could 
I  believe  that  this  message,  at  <Hiee  so  flattering  and  so  firee^ 
was  not  sent  for  the  purpose  of  making  a  jiest  of  me. 

''  The  adventure  may  end  as  it  pleases,"  said  I  to  myself, 
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^'provided  it  begins  as  this  obliging  ambassadress  gives  me 
hopes  that  it  will." 

•    I  followed  her  with  great  eagerness,  and  on  her  part  she 
lost  no  time.     I  guessed  that  she  was  leading  me  to  the  tent 
of  Darins,  and  no  sooner  had  I  entered  than  it  was  surrounded 
by  a  troop  of  soldiers  completely  armed.     The  nymph  Crystal- 
Una  desired  me  to  sit  down  for  a  moment  at  her  bed's  head  i 
and  being  obeyed,  she  next  rang  a  golden  bell.     Immediately 
an  old  man  appeared,  whose  beard  was  at  least  three  feet 
longer  than  my  secretary's  ;  in  his  left  hand  he  held  a  scythe, 
and  in  his  right  a  small  clock,  having  placed  which  on  the  othet 
Bide  of  the  bed  he  retired.    To  him  succeeded  two  figures  still 
more  extraordinary.    The  first  was  a  sort  of  high-priest,  respect- 
able from  his  habit,  but  of  an  aspect  the  most  ferocious.    Among 
his  sacred  ornaments  was  included  a  great  butcher's  knife, 
which  was  stuck  in  his  girdle,  and  his  beard  was  even  longer 
than  the  one  which  I  had  just  seen.     The  other  was  a  black- 
smith, at  least  so  I  supposed,  from  his  having  a  hammer,  a 
file,  and  a  bag  of  nails  ;  besides  this  he  held  a  brazen  hoop, 
on  which  was  strung  a  variety  of  rings  of  different  sorts.     This 
hoop  he  fastened  to  an  iron  staple,  which  was  fastened  to  the 
floor  by  a  broad  plate  of  gold.     The  lady  from  whom  this  mum- 
mery  had  drawn  my  attention  now  desired  me  to  make  the  first 
effort  towards  her  deliverance  by  bringing  het  one  of  .those 
rings ;  that  done,  the  adventure  would  be  accomplished,  and 
I  should  remain  sole  master  of  her  person  and  her  treasures. 
These  words  made  me  examine  her  again,  but  she  was  now 
too  close  for  me  to  be  as  much  charmed  with  her  as  I  had  been 
at  first  sight.     In  spite  of  the  art  which  she  had  used  to  con- 
deal  her  beauty's  decay,  she  seemed  to  be  much  gone  by.     I 
suppose  she  thought  that  the  suspicion  of  her  being  painted 
occasioned  my  surprise ;  for,  in  order  to  show  me  that  she  was 
not,  she  immediately  took  great  pains  to  display  her  arms  and 
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bosom.  This  convinced  me  beyond  a  doubt  tbat  she  wai^ 
daubed  from  head  to  foot,  and  she  now  disgusted  me  as  mucH 
as  she  had  enchanted  me  on  her  first  appearance*  HowcTcr, 
as  I  had  promised  to  undertake  this  adventure,  and  as  all  she 
wanted  was  one  of  these  rings,  I  advanced  towards  the  brazeu 
hoop  on  which  they  were  strung. 

*  ^'  Hold/'  my  little  friend,  said  the  long-bearded  arch- 
bishop, who  now  perceired  that  I  was  armed ;  *<  Hold !  "  said 
he  in  Arabic  ;  **  who  taught  you  to  appear  sword  in  hand  in  a 
lady's  bed-chamber  ?  Down  on  your  knees,  young  man,  an<} 
^ve  me  that  useless  weapon  without  delay «" 
.  I  cannot  describe,  magnanimous  emperor,  the  fiiry  which  I 
felt  at  hearing  this  piece  of  insolence.  However,  I  strove  to 
repress  it,  lest  I  should  betray  myself  into  some  impropriety.   . 

"  Mr.  Parson  !  "  said  I,  "  what  you  have  just  said  has  been 
dinned  into  my  ears  by  all  the  rabble  of  this  place ;  and  I  now 
assure  you,  that  if  such  another  speech  comes  out  of  that  bush, 
which  covers  your  face,  I  shall  strike  off  your  head,  and  convert 
it  into  a  scrubbing-brush !  "  ^ 

In  finishing  this  compliment  I  made  my  sword  whistle  twice 
or  thrice  about  his  ears.  I  soon  perceived,  that  as  all  these 
islanders  made  the  same  request,  my  answer  produced  the 
Bame  effect  upon  every  one  of  them  ;  for  after  ducking  several 
times  under  my  sword,  my  friend  the  high-priest  took  to  his 
heels,  and  the  blacksmith  did  not  stay  long  behind  him. 

No  sooner  were  they  departed,  than  I  hastened  to  end  the 
adventure  by  bringing  a  ring  to  the  fairy  Crystallina,  for  I 
supposed  that  I  might  have  one  for  the  trouble  of  taking.  But 
though  I  possessed  more  strength  than  the  gods  bestow  upon 
many,  it  was  in  vain  that  I  exerted  it,  and  tried  each  ring 
separately;  not  one  could  I  move.  Piqued  at  a  resistance 
which  I-  did  not  expect,  I  redoubled  my  efforts,  but  with  no 
better  success.     At  length  recollecting  Alexander's  method  of 
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di^idiBg  the  Ooldian  knot,  I  iras  going  to  procure  one  of  tiM 
UftekBmitlL'a  files,  when  tfae  vjofk  desixed  me  to  lefltuoe  n^ 
plaee  near  her. 

^  It  is  not  on  ezertimH  of  fhiB  mtora,"  sud  Bhe,  ivhen  I  had 
obeyed  her,  «'tibftt  zsy  oafety,  and  aloo  your  ewn  depend.  It 
18  evident,  that  as  yon  now  enffey  it,  no  strengih  can  obtaot 
for  me  one  of  these  xings  ;  however,  there  is  away  of  disen- 
ga^g  them  with  as  mudi  ease  as  if  the  hrasen  hoop  were 
open.  !Fake  breath  while  lezpkdn  Hto  yon,  and  m  the  meao^ 
wiu^e  examine  with  attention  the  fomitare  of  this  tent'^ 

I  threw  my  eyes  somd,  and  pereeired  besides  the  dodL  and 
ihe  brazen  hoop,  a  etystal  wardrobe  and  two  sfwrnini^idieels. 
The  lady  pereeiTing  that  I  was  xeady  to  hear  her,  addressed  me 
in  the  following  manner  :--^ 
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Nature  bestowed  on  me  those  sentimenti  <tf  prndence  and 
wtne,  which  in  others  are  merely  the  effeots  of  edacaiioia ;  but 
with  them  I  also  possessed  a  degree  of  cariosity,  which  I  never 
eonld  saoceed  in  repressing.  My  mother,  who  wished  to  pse- 
fienre  me  in  all  the  purity  of  original  inaoeenoe,  sitiSered  nothing 
male  to  approach  onr  dwelHi)^.  In  a  short  time  my  eariositj 
had  no  o&er  object  than  the  sight  of  a  creature,  of  whom  I  only 
knew  the  name.  In  rain  was  that  'creature  described  to  me  as 
a  horrible  monster,  who  would  devour  me  the  moment  that  I 
met  his  eyes*  My  ouriosity  daily  grew  more  mgent,  and  at 
twelve  years  old  it  was  so  violent,  that  I  resolved  to  run  away* 
and  see  a  man,  cost  what  it  might.  Accordingly,  one  mght 
when  the  family  was  buried  in  sleep,  I  imp^eA  fixnn  my 
window  into  the  garden,  of  which  I  next  scaled  the  walL  I 
jumped  down  on  the  oth^  side  at  the  risk  of  my  life;  and  all 
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.HboA  trodblft  did  I  tdce  in  bopm  «f  finding  an  sunnl,  wliom  I 
nespeoted  to  devour  me !  I  ran  like  a  mad  Ukang  acrofts  tiid 
"plains,  tvenibling  lest  I  dhenld  he  pumad  and  brought  baek; 
nor  was  it  till  mj  security  was  certain,  that  I  sat  down  nnder  a 
hvak  to  rest  myself,  and  wmt  for  day. 

Under  this  same  bush  a  yo«ng  pflgrim,  whom  the  night  bad 
surprised,  had  also  taken  shelter, 

This  i  did  not  discover  till  the  dawn  permitted  me  to  dis- 
tinguish the  surrounding  objects.  He  woke  at  the  same  time 
-with  me,  and  showed  no  less  surprise  than  I  did  on  finding 
Idmself  near  me.  In  f^ite  of  my  corioiity  I  was  then  so  oma- 
'iDrmed,  that  I  took  him  for  a  girl  of  my  own  age,  whom  I 
conjectured  to  be  a  fi»reigner  from  the  difiereaee  of  her  head- 
«bess  and  strange  cut  of  her  clothes;  as  to  leatnres,  I  thought 
^ongh  I  was  quite  as  handsome  then  as  I  am  now)  that  the 
atranger^s  faee  was  even  handsomer  than  my  own.  For  some 
time  we  examined  each  other  in  lilenee. 

**  Amiable  stranger  I  "  said  he  at  length,  **  if  you  nnde^ 
atand  any  languif  e,  deign  to  infenn  me  where  I  can  find  a 
woman.  JCy  father,  who  inhabits  a  desert  abaanding  with  wild 
jbeaats,  and  who  has  bred  me  to  the  chaoe  from  my  childhood, 
permits  my  engaging  bean,  wohres,  tigers,  and  wild-boan; 
hot  he  lorbfcb  my  trying  my  strength  against  that  most  dan- 
^nroBS  of  aniaBals,  the  woman,  for  he  assures  me,  that  nothing 
can  detfend  me  against  the  poison  whidi  it  aarries  about  it. 
I  begged  him  to  tell  me  how  tins  creature  is  made,  in  order 
that  I  may  avoid  it,  bnt  he  woald  net  oblige  me :  I  then 
refoestcd  tiiat  I  m^it  hum  a  yaui^  ane  broo^t  up  tame  in 
ihe  house,  but  this  also  was  doiaed  me.  At  length  his 
repeated  refusals  ai^gmenting  my  inclination  te  see  one  of  these 
Aragoas^  about  a  moath  ago  I  escaped  fron  my  father,  and 
haye  ever  since  been  wanderii^  tfanm^  the  most  gloomj 
^oods  and  frightful  deserts  in  hopes  ef  finding  this  aaimaL 
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My  search  lias  as  yet  been  fruitless ;  but  as  your  dress  declares 
you  to  be  a  foreigner^  should  there  be  any  women  in  your 
country,  be  so  good  as  to  tell  me  how  I  may  get  a  sight  of  one." 

<<  And  are  not  you  one  yourself?"  said  I,  much  surprised. 

'* No  truly  !  "  answered  he ;  "so  you  need  not  be  a&aid  <£ 
me ;  and  even  should  one  happen  to  pass  this  way>  my  bow  and 
arrow  will  be  sufficient  to  protect  us." 

*'  But  if  you  are  not  a  woman,"  said  I,  "  what  are  you  ?  ** 

"  A  man  like  yourself,"  answered  he. 

In  short,  Sir  Knight,  after  much  surprise  and  many 
questions  on  both  sides,  our  alarm  was  dissipated ;  we  found 
what  we  had  been  seeking,  and  without  my  being  devoured,  or 
his  being  poisoned,  our  curiosity  was  satisfied. 

This  discovery  pleased  us  so  mucb,  and  we  thought  the  deceit 
of  our  parents  such  an  affront  to  our  understandings,  that  we 
resolved  to  return  to  them  no  more.  We  concealed  ourselves 
for  some  time  in  the  very  depth  of  the  forest,  persuaded,  that 
A  strict  inquiry  would  be  made  after  us.  We  knew  no  other 
fear  than  that  of  being  separated;  and  I%ubmitted  without 
difficulty,  during  the  two  or  three  first  days,  to  subsist  on  the 
produce  of  my  companion's  chace,  and  to  have  no  other  retreat 
for  the  night  than  a  tree  or  a  cavern. 

But  my  curiosity  was  not  extinguished;  it  revived  in  my 
solitude,  and  I  grew  tired  of  my  situation.  I  fancied  that  my 
new  acquaintance  was  not  the  only  man  in  the  world ;  that 
though  he  was  more  beautiful  than  the  day,  the  world  might 
possibly  furnish  somebody  even  more  to  my  taste;  and  this 
idea  having  once  got  into  my  head,  I  took  care  to  ease  my  heart 
of  it.  Accordbgly  I  proposed  to  my  companion  that  we  should 
leave  the  wood,  and  see  a  little  what  was  going  on  elsewhere*: 
He  desired  no  better,  and  we  proceeded  together  till  we  arrived 
at  the  sea-shore«  Keither  of  us  had  ever  seen  that  immense 
element.     You  must  certainly  know  that  it  is  a  very  striking 
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object  when  beheld  for  the  first  time,  and  we  were  both  of  us 
occupied  in  admiring  it,  when  suddenly  its  surface  was  disturbed 
by  a  swell,  which  seemed  to  extend  itself  further  than  our  eyes 
could  reach.  At  length  a  dark  yapour  ascended,  which  at  first 
raising  itself  in  the  air,  grew  thicker  as  it  fell  again,  and 
forming  a  cloud  was  driren  by  a  strong  gust  of  wind  to  the 
place  where  we  were  standing.  It  wrapped  itself  round  me 
like  a  cloak,  and  then  hurried  me  away  with  it  in  spite  of  my 
lover's  cries,  whom  I  was  compelled  to  leave  behind.  I  per« 
ceived  that  I  was  borne  along  with  great  rapidity,  but  this  gave 
me  not  the  least  uneasiness.  I  am  naturally  courageous,  and 
was  only  angry  with  the  fog,  which,  I  doubted  not,  prevented 
me  from  seeing  many  things  worthy  my  curiosity.  Suddenly 
it  dispersed ;  the  sea  opened,  and  I  was  swallowed  up  without 
'Suffering  the  least  inconvenience.  I  now  found  myself  in  a 
spacious  grotto,  ornamented  with  that  infinite  variety  of  shells 
which  the  sea  produces,  and  enriched  with  enormous  pearls,  as 
well  as  every  sort  of  coral,  which  it  conceals  within  its  bosom. 
Before  I  could  look  about  me  and  recover  from  my  surprise,  I 
saw  the  faithful  Harpiana  near  me,  the  same  person  who 
brought  you  in  the  gilded  bark  from  the  shores  of  Florispahan 
to  the  crystal  island. 

She  was  dressed  much  after  the  fashion  of  the  attendants  of 
Thetis  ;  that  is  to  say,  she  was  hardly  dressed  at  all.  This  by 
no  means  set  her  off  to  advantage,  for  at  that  time  she  was  if 
possible  uglier  than  she  is  now.  She  informed  me  with  a  low 
courtesy,  that  I  was  welcome  to  an  empire,  whose  sovereign 
had  commissioned  her  to  show  me  its  wonders,  and  afterwards 
to  conduct  me  where  my  arrival  was  anxiously  expected. 
Having  said  this,  she  led  me  to  a  long  gallery  of  crystal, 
irhose  roof  was  supported  by  two  rows  of  columns  covered  with 
coral-branches  and  mother-of-pearl.  When  we  had  traversed 
it,  my  conductress  inquired  whether  before  I  ascended  I  chose 
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to  see  the  gallezy  of  shipwrecks.  PerceiTing  that  I  did  iKXt 
(Dndecstand  her,  she  informed  me,  that  we  were  then  standing 
wider  the  Red  Sea ;  and  that  ^s  sea  being  the  channel, 
throiigh  which  by  continual  navigaticui  the  treasures  of  India 
w^e  conyejed  to  the  other  parts  of  the  globe,  it  frequently 
hofppened  that  such  as  had  enriched  IliemselTes  bj  long 
labours,  carried  the  £ruit  of  them  to  the  bottom  ei  the  sea, 
irhere  the  di&rent  {Mresimts  made  by  tempests  to  the  most 
greedy  of  elements,  were  carefully  <Gollected»  and  arranged 
with  order  in  a  particular  apartment. 

I,  who  neyer  could  deny  anytJiing  to  my  curiosity,  eagerly 
accepted  this  proposal.  We  now  entered  a  room,  whwe  heaps 
€f  gold,  silyer,  and  precious  i^ones  met  my  eyes  on  all  sides : 
this  saloon  was  so  large,  that  I  could  not  conceiye  how  the 
whole  earth  had  ccmtrired  to  fonush  &e  immense  wealthy 
which  £lled  it.  Having  admired  iMs  mAgazine  for  some  time, 
I  was  conducted  into  another  still  more  gratifying  to  my 
csriosity.  This  was  a  chamber  less  wide  but  much  hmger  than 
the  first.  On  one  «ide  were  statues  of  gold,  silyer,  broBKe, 
^md  marble,  with  fiimiture  >of  all  kinds,  and  anns  of  every 
faddon,  either  valuable  for  their  quality  or  exquisdte  v^ork- 
manship.  On  the  other  side  of  this  saloon  stood  a  row  of 
wardrobes,  over  each  of  which  were  the  portraits  of  a  man  and 
a  woman,  with  an  inscription  undemeath*  The  ditesses  and 
ornaments  of  these  portraits  w&i^  all  of  difievent  countries.  I 
bestowed  so  much  time  upon  the  first,  that  the  nyn^  Har- 
fttana  infonned  ine,  that  her  master's  impatience  to  see  me 
^^sewhere,  would  not  admit  of  my  making  bo  hmg  a  stay  as 
would  be  necessary  for  my  examining  the  rest.  She  adde<^ 
that  in  each  wjardrobe  were  the  gaormenta  of  those  whose  poi^ 
Araits  were  on  the  outside  ;  that  th^  were  all  illustrious  per- 
sons of  both  sexes,  who  had  p^ished  by  shipwreck  ;  and  that 
likenesses  had  been  tak^i  of  the  most  distingmshed,  some 
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ItfMriag  been  xeslored  to  life,  aad  others  painted  after  iheir 
ikath. 

''For  exan^pie,"  said  she,  '' two-aad-twen^  jean  have 
passed,  sinee  I  was  drowned  in  cempaaj  ifitli  the  Snltaaa 
jB*Afima»  the  Gamd  Signor's  faToniite,  who  w»  <xnjing  pre- 
Mtats  ta  lleoea.  What  foUowed  f  She  wai  reanimated  on 
aceoont  ef  her  naeoinmon  beantj,  and  I  had  the  aame  good 
lode,  in  order  that  I  mi^t  wait  npoa  her.  The  Lerd  of  thii 
island  loyed  her  paaaenatelf,  but  all  hit  power  and  skill  eould 
not  long  preaerre  her  from  the  gias^  of  death ;  at  the  end  of 
aiz  monthB  she  was  eairied  off  by  ^e  small-pox,  the  only 
jnakdj  orer  which  Miy  master  has  no  power.  That  is  her 
portrait,"  added  she,  .  **  and  her  ebtiies  ore   in  the  same 

She  opened  k,  and  diowed  them  to  me  ;  -nol^g  oould  be 
more  splendid  and  elegant.  While  I  examined  them,  she  0Qn«> 
aidesed  me  with  no  less  attention. 

**  It  is  the  iFery  thing  1  "  said  ahe ;  *'  yonr  dress  is  imworthy 
of  yonr  person,  and  the  Sultana's  will  be  Bmeh  mere  smtable* 
One  wonld  think  they  were  made  for  yon ;  I  have  already 
measured  you  with  my  eye,  and  on  these  points  I  nerer  am 
mistaken." 

The  proposal  was  aceepted.  No  sooner  was  I  dressed,  than 
my  lady  in  waiting  thonght  me  so  lovely,  that  ahe  pressed  ma 
to  hasten  to  take  command  ef  the  empire,  of  which  I  was  soon 
to  be  mistress,  and  with  which  I  eould  not  hjl  to  be  enehanted. 

"  Ton  will  there  aee  ihe  Qemas  of  Genii,"  eontinned  she, 
*'  and  will  see  him  at  your  feet." 

"  Shan't  I  see  a  man  toe  ?  "  interrupted  L 

This  questicm  naprieed  her  &  little ;  but  before  dbe  ooidd 
reply,  my  demand  was  answered  by  the  appearanee  of  &e  per* 
sona^  whom  she  had  mentioned,  this  Genius  of  Genii  btmseif 
in  his  own  person.     Impatient  to  examine  his  new  acquisitian^ 
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he  had  transported  himself  (though  how  I  know  not)  to  the 
place  where  we  were,  instead  of  waiting  for  us  above,  as  his 
dignity  required.  His  looks  surprised  without  alarming  me ; 
though  his  make  was  yeiy  different  from  the  pilgrim's,  whom 
I  had  found  under  the  bush,  I  had  not  the  least  doubt  of  his 
being  a  man.  It  is  true,  the  other  was  much  handsomer,  but 
then  the  other  was  not  half  so  large.  Reflecting  therefore  in 
my  own  mind,  that  man  of  whom  I  had  heard  such  terrible 
things,  was  an«  animal  in  his  kind  so  excellent,  I  concluded, 
that  the  more  there  was  of  him,  the  better  he  must  be  :  this 
idea  induced  me,  the  first  compliments  being  over,  to  accept 
the  offers  of  the  Genius,  so  ignorant  was  I  at  that  time  that  it 
was  necessary  to  preserve  appearances. 

This  ceremony,  the  only  one  used  in  our  marriage,  being 
over,  he  gave  me  his  hand  (or  rather  his  paw,  for  it  was 
covered  with  long  hair  to  the  very  tips  of  his  fingers),  and  aided 
me  in  ascending  a  magnificent  staircase.  We  stopped  not,  tiU 
we  found  ourselves  on  the  same  crystal  rock  which  you  tra- 
versed in  your  way  hither.  Thence  I  was  conducted  to  this 
island,  and  our  marriage  was  celebrated  in  this  pavilion.  I 
was  soon  disgusted  with  my  new  bargain,  for  the  Genii  are  in 
general  a  very  whimsical,  cruel,  ill-made  sort  of  people,  and 
above  all  are  abominably  addicted  to  witchcraft.  Though  my 
spouse  was  naturally  fickle,  to  me  he  was  so  eternally  faithful 
and  so  insupportably  fond,  that  I  was  ready  to  die  of  vexation. 
To  this  constancy  he  united  an  extravagant  degree  of  jealousy, 
though  of  a  kind  quite  peculiar  to  himself :  he  wished  ev^ry 
body  to  admire  me ;  but  it  mad^him  violently  angry,  if  hd 
suspected  me  of  inspiring  any  more  tender  sentiments  than 
admiration.  He  looked  on  me  as  a  treasure,  of  which  he  was 
resolved  to  be  the  sole  possessor ;  but  he  by  no  means  chose  to 
be  the  only  person  who  could  estimate  that  treasure's  real- 
value. 
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I  passed  mj  time  very  disagreeably  with  this  wretch,  whose 
caprices  coiiBtrained  and  whose  fbndness  disgusted  me.  Har- 
piana  was  mj  only  consolation.  She  warned  me  to  conceal  an 
ayersion,  which  her  master  and  mine  (doll  as  he  was)  might  at 
length  discover;  and  she  advised  me  by  redoubled  complaisance 
to  persuade  him  that  I  was  distractedly  in  love  with  him,  both 
on  account  of  his  personal  and  mental  accomplishments  ;  by 
which  means  I  should  find  it  an  easy  task  to  dupe  him,  when- 
ever I  found  a  proper  opportunity. 

I  took  her  advice ;  and  I  soon  established  myself  so  perfectly 
in  the  confidence  of  the  Genius  my  spouse,  that  by  degrees  I 
became  the  mistress  of  his  dearest  secrets.  Among  other 
things,  he  informed  me  that  there  were  only  three  enchanters 
in  the  whole  universe,  whose  power  was  equal  to  his  own ;  that 
all  three  were  his  inveterate  enemies  ;  that  each  of  them  pos- 
sessed a  magic  spinning-wheel,  which  in  order  to  render  them 
his  slaves,  it  was  necessary  to  put  into  the  hands  of  the  three 
most  beautiful  princesses  in  the  world ;  and  that  as  soon  as 
these  beauties  should  have  spun  long  enough  to  make  a  cord 
able  to  reach  from  the  top  of  the  loftiest  mountain  to  the  sur- 
face of  the  sea,  he  should  attain  the  utmost  summit  of  his 
wishes.  But  till  this  desirable  event  could  be  accomplished, 
he  was  in  danger  of  losing  the  talisman,  in  which  consisted  the 
whole  power  of  his  enchantments.  However,  he  added,  this 
talisman  was  a  mystery  so  well  concealed,  that  there  did  not 
exist  a  hiunan  being  who  had  the  most  distant  suspicion  of  its 
nature. 

i  He  had  no  sooner  said  tfiif^  than  I  was  dying  to  know  in 
what  this  talisman  consisted  ;  and  I  flattered  him  so  adroitly* 
and  timed  my  caresses  so  well,  that  at  length  I  became  pos- 
sessed of  a  secret  which  till  then  he  had  concealed  with  the 
greatest  caution  from  every  one. 

From  the  little  toe  of  one  his  feet  he  suddenly  displayed  a 
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moDsiroas  and  terrifie  nail,  or  rather  elav,  which  he  had  the 
power  of  hiding  at  will,  alter  the  manner  of  lions.  He  then 
infonned  me  that  so  long  aa  this  nail  remained  attached  to  his 
.person,  so  long  waa  he  inTine3>le ;  and  that  eren  in  case  of  ita 
being  separated,  it  would  be  easy  £or  him  to  rejoin.  it»  and  tfana 
presenre  his  power  imdimiaishedy  unless  before  he  eoidd  pro* 
dttce  it  some  one  should  swallow  the  wh<^e  sepan^ted  limb  down 
to  the  niul  in  question.  He  teld  me  besides,  (for  he  was 
disposed  to  tell  me  everything,  so  peifecily  was  he  fascinated 
by  my  caresses),  that  he  had  contriTed  to  insiniaate  himsdf  so 
artfully  into  the  society  of  ibe  possessors  of  these  important 
spinning-wheels,  that  two  of  them  were  already  the  reward  of 
his  exertions ;  but  that  these  were  of  little  use,  unless  he  could 
gain  possession  of  the  third,  whicb  of  all  the  three  was  the 
point  moat  difficult  to  compass. 

Upon  receiving  this  mark  of  confidence,  I  die^yed  srok 
unbounded  gratitude,  that  my  husband  knew  not  by  whaife 
means  to  express  to  me  his  delight  and  satisfaction  sufficiently. 
Perceiving  that  the  sky  was  overcast,  and  that  the  winds  wero 
beginning  to  whistle,  he  transported  me  to  the  summit  of  the 
erystal  rock,  in  order  that  I  might  enjoy  the  entertainment  of 
some  shipwreck  or  other,  which  (he  doubted  not)  would  be  the 
fruits  of  the  aj^roaching  storm.  He  iM  me  that  it  was  from 
the  top  of  this  rock  that  he  discovered  me  for  the  first  time, 
and  caused  his  spirits  to  carry  me  off  from  the  shores  of  the 
ocean.  He  then  put  into  my  hand  a  telescope,  not  so  long  aa 
my  finger,  and  yet  so  miraculously  powerful  that  I  could  make 
out  the  most  diminutive  objects  as  distinctly  aa  if  they  had 
been  close  to  my  feet. 

I  had  no  sooner  placed  ibe  instrument  to  my  eye,  than  I 
beheld  a  vessel  in  the  open  sea,  the  whole  crew  of  whick 
seemed  to  be  already  in  extreme  terror  at  the  storm  wnids 
threatened  them,  a  single  knight  excepted.     The  face  of  this 
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atcanger  was  to  tlie  foQ  aa  beautiful  aa  that  of  mj  little  pilgriin^ 
and  his  size  was  abaost  as  adTaDtag^eeos  as  that  of  m j  great 
hool^y  the  Genius.  Suddenly,  the  starm  became  so  violent, 
tibat  Ihe  yessel  was  swaUewed  up  by  the  wayes,  whose  fury 
cmifipired  with  the  ra^g  of  the  winds.  Not  a  man  of  tha 
whole  crew  escaped^  exeept  that  stranger,  who  had  already 
fixed  my  obsenratioB,  and  who  still  disputed  his  life  against  the 
aasaults  of  the  hostile  biUows  with  eiforts  almost  incredible. 

The  degree  of  interest  and  e(xnpassion  with  which  this  sight 
inspired  me,  was  such,  that  I  was  almost  out  of  my  senses. 
The  Genius  thought  that  my  transports  were  occasioned  by  the 
ezcessire  delight  which  I  recaved  from  this  species  of  enter- 
tainment, and  was  the  better  pleased  with  me.  He  told  mo 
that  what  I  had  seen  was  nothing,  and  that  he  would  furnish  me 
with  a  much  superior  kind  of  amusement :  with  this  assurance^ 
he  placed  me  in  a  small  car  upon  wheels,  taking  his  seat  beside 
me.  It  was  not  without  experiencing  some  uneasy  sensations 
that  I  felt  this  machine  put  itself  in  motion,  and  precipitate  ua 
from  a  place,  which  I  fancied  to  be  the  h^tiest  upon  earth,  into 
an  abyss  whose  depth  I  trembled  to  measure.  However,  I  had 
not  time  for  numy  refleetiofis  :  in  an  instant  I  found  myself  in 
the  crystal  gallery ;  we  had  ent^^  it  at  the  same  place  by 
whidi  I  had  penetrated  into  it  on  my  first  arrivaL  From  thia 
gallery  we  could  see  distinctly  everything  which  passed,  as  far 
as  the  surface  of  the  sea  ;  that  is,  when  the  sea  is  calm,  for  at 
tiiat  time  it  was  too  much  agitated  to  permit  my  distinguishing 
anything. 

Some  time  after,  we  were  informed  that  the  tempest  had  pro* 
duced  nothing  but  a  small  bark,  ten  or  twelve  mariners,  some 
naval  stores,  and  a  horse  of  value.  The  Genius,  my  spouse, 
having  cast  his  eyes  on  these  poor  wretches,  gave  it  as  hia 
opinion,  that  such  sorry  knaves  were  not  w<»rth  the  trouble  of 
re-animating  ;  he  then  bei(ged  my  pardon  for  having  given  me 
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an  amusement  so  little  worthy  my  attention  ;  and  to  recompenBe 
me  for  my  trouble  in  coming  so  far  for  it,  he  suffered  me  to 
examine  that  magazine  at  leisure,  on  which  at  my  first  visit  I 
had  only  been  allowed  time  to  cast  a  passing  glance.  This  was 
an  employment  exactly  suited  to  my  natural  curiosity ;  and 
after  examining  the  portraits  and  rarious  habits  of  those  whose 
spoils  were  deposited  in  the  crystal  wardrobes,  I  found  infinite 
entertainment  in  perusing  the  histories  of  their  owners.  Charmed 
with  the  attention  with  which  I  examined  these  different  relics, 
the  Genius  would  gladly  have  multiplied  his  treasures  and  his 
curiosities,  solely  for  the  purpose  of  furnishing  me  with  amuse- 
ment ;  for,  to  say  the  truth,  though  he  was  immoderately 
jealous,  he  was  by  no  means  disobliging.  On  the  contrary, 
you  could  not  have  found  a  Genius  in  the  whole  world  more 
easy  to  live  with,  except  when  the  tender  passion  was 
concerned. 

He  left  me  in  the  magazine,  the  faithful  Harpiana  being 
commissioned  to  explain  to  me  such  points  as  would  otherwise 
have  been  imintelligible.  I  was  gratified  by  this  permission 
to  prolong  my  examination  of  the  wardrobes  and  their  con- 
tents, for  it  was  seldom  that  he  would  trust  me  out  of  his 
sight ;  and  when  he  did  leave  me  for  a  few  minutes  to  myself, 
it  was  only  for  the  purpose  of  preparing  for  me  some  entertain- 
ment or  other,  which  sometimes  astonished,  but  never  was  able 
to  please  me. 

'  I  cannot  tell  you  how  ardently  I  wished  that  the  sea  would 
bring  to  us,  dead  or  alive,  that  unfortunate  stranger,  who  alone 
had  survived  for  a  few  minutes  the  shipwreck  in  which  his 
companions  had  perished.  I  had  the  greatest  desire  to  take  a 
nearer  view  of  a  man  who,  even  at  such  a  distance,  had 
appeared  so  charming  ;  for  I  have  already  told  you,  to  what  an 
excess  I  am  governed  by  curiosity !  However,  it  was  in  vain 
that  I  raised  my  eyes  every  moment  to  the  surface  of  the 
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waters*  The  calniy  wluch  aow  smooihed  them,  still  offered 
iiothing  interesting  to  my  sight ;  and  my  husband's  mes- 
sengersy  who  examined  every  part  of  the  surrounding  abysses, 
returned  withoat  discoToring  more  than  the  miserable  remains 
of  the  shipwrecked  yessel. 

The  entertainment  prepared  for  me  by  the  Genius,  detained 
Hs  in  the  crystal  gallery  the  whole  of  that  night.  The  next 
day  we  amused  ourselyes  with  fishing  for  dolphins  on  the  coast 
of  the  crystal  island*  Nothing  can  be  more  diyerting  than 
this  mode  of  fishing. 

A  band  of  excellent  musicians  (perhaps  the  best  to  be  found 
in  the  imirerse,  as  well  in  point  of  Toice  as  instruments),  waa 
on  board  the  vessel  by  which  you.  Sir  Ejiight,  were  conyeyed 
hither.  As  soon  as  it  reached  the  open  sea,  the  music  struck 
up  in  perfect  harmony.  The  dolphins,  who  of  the  whole  fishy 
tribe  have  the  most  curiosity,  came  flocking  from  all  quarters 
round  the  glittering  bark,  in  order  that  they  might  have  a 
nearer  view  of  it ;  and  as  they  have  a  still  more  decided  taste 
for  music  than  even  for  shows,  they  followed  the  concert  ia 
profound  silence,  without  perceiving  (so  attentive  were  they  to 
the  sweet  sounds)  that  the  bark  insensibly  conducted  them  into 
a  long  chain  of  nets,  which  lined  the  whole  extent  of  the  shore. 
^  However,  this  adventure  did  not  produce  any  very  bad  con« 
sequences  to  them  :  it  only  cost  a  few  of  the  most  beautiful  their 
liberty.  The  Genius  ordered  ihem  to  be  deposited  in  some 
superb  reservoirs,  where  he  amused  himself  with  superintending 
the  education  of  these  illustrious  fish. 

When  the  bark  returned  for  the  third  time  with  its  capture, 
one  of  the  fishermen  came  to  inform  us,  that  in  this  last  hawl 
he  reaUy  believed  that  they  had  caught  the  king  of  the  dol- 
phins ;  so  heavy  were  their  nets,  and  so  brilliant  were  tha 
variegated  scales,  which  they  saw  sparkling  through  the  water. 
But  what  was  my  surprise,  when  instead  of  this  magnificent) 
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fish  which  we  expected,  I  saw  enveloped  in  the  nets  the  y&tj 
same  stranger  whose  composure  during  the  tempest,  and  whose 
courageous  exertions  afterwards  I  had  witnessed  with  such  admi- 
ration :  the  armour,  in  which  he  was  arrayed,  was  enamelled 
with  gold  and  azure,  and  ornamented  with  an  infinite  nnmher  oi 
precious  stones  of  all  kinds  and  colours. 

The  €renius,  my  husband,  who  knew  nothing  about  genero* 
nty,  immediately  ordered  the  fishermen  to  despoil  him  of  his 
brilliant  arms,  and  then  cast  him  back  again  into  the  sea.  I 
looked  round  for  my  faithful  Harpiana  to  implore  her  by  looks» 
that  she  would  find  some  means  of  eyading  the  execution  of  this 
command  ;  but  she  was  not  to  be  seen,  and  I  was  on  the  point 
of  interfering  myself,  when  we  were  informed  that  the  strange 
still  possessed  some  remains  of  life.  Upon  this,  the  Genius^ 
who  wished  to  learn  his  history,  in  order  that  it  might  be 
engraved  upon  the  wardrobe  in  which  his  spoils  were  to  be 
deposited,  ordered  his  attendants  to  assist  in  recovering  him. 
To  rescue  his  life  was  to  preserve  mine,  so  warmly  did  compas- 
son  interest  me  in  his  behalf.  The  succour  which  was  given 
him,  proved  so  efficacious,  that  he  soon  op^ied  his  eyes^ 
recovered  his  spirts,  and  was  upon  his  legs  in  less  than  an 
hour. 

The  sight  of  the  Genius  appeared  to  surprise,  but  not  to 
alann  him.  He  easily  comprehended,  that  everything  which 
he  saw  in  these  enchanted  regions  belonged  to  this  extraor- 
£nary  figure.  He  cast  his  eyes  upon  me,  but  instantly  turned 
them  away  again,  aware  that  both  of  us  were  in  the  power  of  on& 
"who  was  near  enough  to  observe  all  his  actions :  what  effect 
this  single  look  produced  upon  the  stranger,  I  cannot  pretend 
to  say ;  but  as  to  myself^  it  did  my  business  effectually  !  He 
now  returned  my  husband  thanks  for  the  assistance  which  he- 
had  just  received,  in  a  manner  which,  without  having  any 
thing  degradisg  or  servile,  was  fall  of  gratitude  and  insinuation. 
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It  quite  softened  the  Geniiis.  Vw  mj  peri,  this  oomplimevl 
appeared  to  me  so  ingenious,  thftl  I  almost  fiunted  awaj 
throu^  admiimtiai. 

The  stranger  now  proceeded  (withont  giring  us  time  to  ques- 
tion him)  to  infonn  us,  that  his  desire  to  achiere  so  hmwm  an 
undertaking,  had  induced  him  to  embark  at  the  port  of  Flor- 
ispahan,  for  the  purpose  of  visiting  the  Court  of  Moussellina  the 
Serious ;  less  indeed  from  any  inclination  excited  bj  her  reputed 
beauty,  than  on  account  of  the  glory  to  be  acquired  in  an  adven* 
ture  BO  perilous  :  that  on  the  fourth  day  of  his  voyage  a  dreadful 
tempest  had  destroyed  his  vessel  and  all  his  attendants,  without 
his  being  able  to  comprehend  by  what  means  he  had  been 
brought  near  enough  to  these  hospitable  shores  to  receive  assist- 
ance ;  and  finally,  that  he  should  feel  but  little  regret  at  having 
been  shipwrecked,  since  this  trifling  accident  had  been  the 
means  of  his  reaching  the  dominions  of  the  most  magnificent 
and  best-made  sovereign  in  the  universe,  if  it  were  not  that  he 
saw  a  woman  in  his  company,  ci  aU  creatures  upon  earth 
the  one  for  which  he  had  the  greatest  antipathy. 

This  speech,  aided  by  the  stranger's  agreeable  manners, 
could  not  fail  to  be  well  received  by  my  Genius,  for  the  brute 
was  no  less  greedy  of  flattery  than  subject  to  jealousy ;  and 
from  that  moment  he  took  such  delight  in  the  stranger's  con« 
versation,  that  he  could  not  exist  without  him«  On  the  other 
hand,  the  stranger  affected  to  shun  me  on  all  occasions  ;  nay, 
when  the  Grenius  (who  seldom  quitted  me)  desired  him  to  join 
our  party,  he  always  turned  his  back  towards  me,  and  during 
the  whole  time  that  he  remained  with  us>  never  addressed  to 
me  a  single  syllable  of  his  conversatirai.  This  behaviour  made 
me  quite  desperate  ;  for  the  more  that  such  marked  unpolite* 
ness  proved  that  he  detested  me,  the  more  desirous  was  I  of 
^easing  him.  The  Genius  was  ready  to  die  with  laughing, 
wh^oi  he  saw  the  constraint  which  his  guest  seemed  to  sufiev 
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in  my  presence.  He  Bometimes  rated  him  severely  for  his 
aversion  to  a  sex  clinch,  makes  the  whole  happiness  of  man- 
kind, and  repeated,  till  he  was  hoarse,  the  assurance,  that  if 
the  knight  would  hut  once  look  me  full  in  the  face,  he  was 
persuaded,  that  his  aversion  would  be  overcome* 

The  very  idea  was  sufficient  to  make  the  stranger  run  away 
from  the  place  where  I  was,  as  if  something  most  horrible  had 
been  proposed  to  him*  At  last,  so  much  importunity  was  used 
with  him,  that  he  consented  to  look  at  me  once,  on  condition 
that  he  should  never  be  asked  a  second  time.  Nor  did  I 
neglect  to  make  a  great  many  objections  ;  as  well  to  mark  to 
the  stranger,  how  much  his  conduct  had  displeased  me,  as  to 
impose  upon  my  husband  by  the  appearance  of  extreme  deli- 
cacy :  so  that  the  Genius  was  obliged  to  hold  my  head  forcibly 
between  both  his  hands,  to  prevent  my  avoiding  the  glances  of 
his  favourite.  Oh  !  if  I  had  avoided  them,  how  much  I  should 
have  lost !  While  my  jolter-head  of  a  Genius  laboured  with 
both  his  body  and  soul  to  give  his  friend  a  fair  look  at  his  wife's 
charms,  the  eyes  of  the  charming  stranger  were  doing  their 
duty :  they  assured  me,  that  he  was  dying  for  love  of  me,  and 
that  all  these  marks  of  antipathy  were  assumed.  This  first 
scene  over,  its  inventor  exultingly  inquired,  what  effect  the 
sight  of  me  had  produced  upon  his  guest  ? 

**  An  effect  so  disagreeable,"  answered  he,  "  that  if  it  were 
to  happen  frequently,  I  should  utterly  lose  my  senses !  I  even 
doubt  whether,  in  the  violence  of  my  delirium,  the  goddess,  your 
wife,  would  herself  be  secure  against  my  transports  !  " 

I  thought  I  understood  the  meaning  of  these  threats,  and 
:&om  that  moment  I  felt  the  greatest  inclination  to  see  myself 
the  object  of  one  of  these  frantic  fits  ;  and  all  this  through  pure 
curiosity ! 

The  Genius,  however,  was  exceedmgly  surprised  to  find  that 
the  sensibility  of  the  stranger's  heart,  instead  of  yielding  on 
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this  trial,  had  only  been  converted  into  frenxj.  He  told  him 
ihat  he  was  resolved  to  carry  the  point ;  that  he  would  prove 
to  him,  that  a  woman  like  me  was  not  a  person  to  be  despised ; 
and  that,  since  the  charm  of  my  face  had  failed  to  produce  the 
expected  effect,  those  of  my  whole  person,  from  head  to  foot, 
must  be  called  in  to  their  assistance.  Was  it  possible,  Sir 
Knight,  for  a  jealous  husband  to  carry  his  extravagance  further? 
Our  charming  guest  appeared  to  change  colour  at  this  declara- 
tion, and  requested  permission  to  depart  that  instant,  since  he 
preferred  leaving  the  island,  rather  than  consent  to  give  proofs 
of  his  complaisance  so  extremely  disagreeable.  The  better  to 
deceive  him,  the  stupid  Genius  gave  him  a  promise,  that  in. 
future  he  should  be  let  alone,  and  that  no  further  mention 
should  be  made  of  me  and  my  charms,  since  he  was  so  horror* 
struck  at  a  proposal  which  he  would  not  have  made  to  any 
other  man  in  the  universe.  But  all  these  assurances  (as  I  said 
before)  were  only  made  for  the  purpose  of  deceiving  his  friend 
the  more  artfully  ;  and  this  was  the  plan  which  he  adopted. 

He  caused  a  cabinet  of  crystal  to  be  made,  exactly  similar 
to  that  which  you  see  yonder.  He  placed  it  in  the  magazine  of 
shipwrecks  among  the  others,  after  covering  it  ydth  a  curtain 
of  green  taffety  embroidered  with  gold.  This  done,  he  dis- 
closed his  plan  to  me,  which  was  to  shut  me  up  stark  naked  iu 
the  cabinet ;  but  for  fear  of  accidents,  he  took  care  that  no 
one  but  himself  should  be  able  to  let  me  out.  I  was  ready  to 
die  with  desire  to  communicate  this  fine  project  to  the  stranger ; 
but  I  never  could  contrive  it,  so  eternally  was  I  teased  by  the 
presence  of  my  everlasting  Genius.  But  as  the  stranger  had 
more  wit  and  penetration  than  all  the  strangers  in  the  world 
put  together,  I  have  no  doubt  but  he  guessed  something  of  this 
premeditated  surprise,  and  you  will  soon  see  the  consequences. 

Everything  being  prepared  for  this  new  scene,  the  Genius, 
in  order  to  bring  it  about  the  more  naturally,  thought  proper  to 
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Ask  Ms  illastrioofl  guest  wbdiher,  aeeording  to  the  usage  of 
other  knight-erraiits,  he  had  not  provided  himself  with  armour 
prerious  to  his  setting  out  on  his  expedition.  The  other 
replied,  that  he  weXL  rexnembered  being  completely  accoutred 
on  the  day  of  his  shipwreck ;  but  he  was  ignorant  what  had 
since  become  of  his  arms,  his  sword  only  excepted,  which  those 
who  found  him  had  kindly  left  in  his  possession. 

''  Well  then !  *'  said  the  Grenius,  ''  to-morrow  I  will  show 
Tou  the  only  place  in  the  island  which  you  have  not  yet  seea 
Le  r^  '.L^  h.«.  Perhaps  J  pUce  m.y  iord  yoa 
some  news  of  your  armour  ;  at  any  rate,  you  will  see  something 
or  other  well  deserving  your  attention.  I  will  leave  you  alone 
there,  lest  my  presence  should  oblige  you  to  hurry  over  the 
examination  of  many  rarities,  which  ought  to  be  revised  at 
leisure  ;  and  I  would  lay  a  wager  that  you  never  saw  anything 
more  curious  than  what  is  contained  in  the  glass  cases,  which 
you  will  find  ornamented  with  portraits,  and  inscribed  with  the 
names  of  those  whom  they  represent." 

**  And  I  would  lay  a  wager,**  replied  the  stranger,  "  that 
there  is  not  among  all  those  names  a  name  half  so  curious  as 
my  own." 

"  And  pray  then,"  inquired  the  Genius,  **  what  makes  this 
name  of  yours  so  curious  ?  " 

**  Its  novelty,"  he  answered  ;  <<I  am  called  Facardin,  and 
I  do  not  believe  there  is  another  person  of  that  name  to  be 
found  in  the  universe." 

'*  Oh,  as  to  that,  I  am  quite  of  your  opinion,"  said  the 
Genius  ;  ''but  my  good  friend  Facardin  (since  Facardin  is  your 
name,)  in  eveiy  other  respect,  I  am  sure,  that  you  will  be  quite 
limine." 

The  next  day,  my  jealous  spouse  locked  me  up  with  his  own 
hands  in  the  crystal  cabinet.  I  was  in  the  state  which  I 
before  mentioned  ;  and  the  Genius  failed  not  to  expatiate  upon 
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4he  astoniaiiment  wHch  the  sight  of  me  would  fpje  the  stranger, 
and  the  amnsement  idiich  I  should  receiTO  in  witnessing  his 
•consternation.  I  waa  quite  in  despair  to  find  that  the  cabinet 
was  transparent  to  no  purpose,  sinee  there  was  no  possibilit  j  of 
unloeking  it,  either  £rom  within  or  from  without.  The  curtain 
was  drawn  before  it ;  and  now  the  Genius  without  loss  of  time 
conducted  his  guest  into  the  apartment  where  I  was  inclosed, 
and,  according  to  his  promise,  immediately  left  him  to  himself. 

In  spite  of  mj  vexation  at  finding  myself  shut  up  without 
any  means  of  escaj^ng,  my  heart  palpitated  with  impatience, 
principally  from  reflecting,  that  while  occupied  in  examining 
the  other  glass-cases,  the  handsome  Facardin  might  pass  mine 
oyer,  or  might  not  think  of  drawing  away  the  curtain  by  which 
I  was  concealed.  But  my  uneasiness  was  soon  removed :  he 
came  directly  towards  it ;  and  without  losing  the  time  which 
my  brute  expected  him  to  bestow  upon  the  surrey  of  the  rest, 
he  drew  away  the  curtain,  and  appeared  so  much  channed  with 
the  manner  in  which  I  was  Resented  before  him,  that  after  a 
few  unavailing  efforts  to  free  me  in  a  more  peaceable  manner, 
in  two  blows  of  his  sword  he  broke  my  fragile  prison  into  a 
thousand  pieces. 

As  he  did  not  intend  to  render  me  this  service  without 
reward,  and  as  my  heart  was  filled  with  a  decent  sense  of  gra- 
titude, his  curiosity  confined  itself  to  those  wonders  whose 
knowledge  had  been  forced  upon  him  with  so  much  perse- 
verance ;  mine  too  was  so  perfectly  satisfied,  that  I  thought  the 
whole  merit  of  all  the  ^Ignms  and  all  the  geniuses  under  the 
fiun,  must  certainly  be  contained  in  the  only  Facardin  whom 
the  universe  could  produce.  We  soon  arranged  the  characters 
which  it  was  necessary  for  us  to  play,  in  order  to  account  for 
the  demolition  of  the  cabinet,  and  we  settled  our  proceedings 
for  the  future :  though  this  last  precaution  was  quite  useless, 
as  yon  will  soon  see. 


'> 
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The  channiiig  stranger  now  took  lus  brilliant  arms  from  i&h 
^ce  in  which  I  told  him  that  thej  had  been  d^KMtitedt 
arrayed  in  them,  he  seemed  to  be  the  god  Mars,  who,  quitting 
the  Queen  of  Beauty,  earned  away  with  him  all  the  loneliness 
of  her  son.  I  already  mentioned,  that  he  was  almost  as  tali 
as  the  Genius ;  but  this  towering  stature  was  by  no  means  a 
disadvantage,  when  accompanied  by  such  admirable  proportion 
of  limbs.  He  now  left  the  saloon  of  shipwrecks,  his  sword  in 
liis  hand.  The  Genius  was  extremely  surprised  at  seemg  him 
in  complete  armour ;  but  he  was  much  more  so,  when  after 
complaining  bitterly  of  the  trick  which  had  been  played  him, 
he  proceeded  to  tell  him,  that  as  soon  as  he  had  removed  the 
green  curtain,  and  seen  behind  it  the  statue  of  a  woman  with- 
out clothes,  he  was  so  much  shocked,  that  in  the  first  move- 
ments  of  his  indignation  he  broke  the  niche  in  pieces,  and  was 
«fraid  that  he  had  done  the  statue  some  injury  by  a  heavy  blow, 
which  he  had  given  it  with  his  sword. 

Nothing  more  was  necessary  to  brighten  my  amorous  Genius 
almost  out  of  his  senses,  and  ¥rithout  replying  he  ran  to  my 
Assistance.  When  he  arrived,  he  found  me  extended  upon  the 
floor^  and  apparently  in  a  swoon.  However,  on  seeing  that  I 
had  not  received  any  wound,  his  fears  were  tranquillised  ;  and 
as  soon  as  I  did  him  the  favour  of  coming  to  myself,  he  laughed 
toady  to  split  his  sides  at  the  recital  which  I  gave  of  the 
stranger's  fury,  and  of  the  terrible  fright  into  which  his  brutal 
behaviour  had  thrown  me.  However,  he  was  by  no  mean^ 
pleased  that  his  guest  had  not  given  himself  sufficient  time  to 
examine  the  whole  catalogue  of  my  perfections,  before  he  broke 
the  crystal  cabinet ;  for  my  husband's  ruling  absurdity  wa^ 
an  anxiety  to  make  the  whole  world  know  the  value  of  a 
treasure,  of  which  he  was  himself  the  sole  possessor.  I  could 
read  in  his  countenance  the  determination  to  bring  us  togethei^ 
again  by  some  new  stratagem:  but  fortune  ordered  things 


TBE   FOVB  FA01SDIN8.  73 

differenilj*  From  that  day  the  charming  Faeardin  was  not  to 
be  found,  either  on  the  island  which  we  inhabited,  nor  on  the 
crystal  rock,  though  during  a  whole  month  both  were  searched 
ior  him  with  the  greatest  diligence* 

The  vexation  which  his  loss  occasioned  me  was  so  violent 
that  I  was  scarcely  to  be  known  for  the  same  person.  The 
merit  of  him,  whose  absence  I  regretted,  was  of  itself  sufficient 
to  produce  this  effect  upon  me  ;  still  I  fancy  that  curiosity  had 
a  still  greater  influence  ;  and  I  strove  in  vain  to  console  myself 
for  havbg  lost  the  opportunity  of  ascertaining  whether  this 
stranger  would  have  been  as  agreeable  in  a  second  interview, 
as  I  had  found  him  in  a  first.  As  the  complaisance  of  my 
Genius  was  quite  inexhaustible,  the  ennui  to  which  he  saw  me 
a  prey  afflicted  him  extremely.  He  took  it  into  his  head  that 
•change  of  air  would  be  good  for  me,  and  that  in  order  to  amuse 
me  and  restore  me  to  my  former  state  of  health,  nothing  would 
conduce  so  much  as  travelling.  I  was  delighted  with  the  plan ; 
but  I  was  not  equally  well  pleased  with  the  precautions  which 
accompanied  its  execution.  He  caused  a  crystal  cabinet  to  be 
made,  similar  to  that  in  which  I  had  already  been  inclosed ;  it 
is  the  same  which  you  see  yonder.  He  shut  me  up  (but  for 
this  time  with  my  clothes  on),  took  me  upon  his  shoulders,  and 
commenced  his  travels  by  traversing  the  bottom  of  the  ocean. 
Occasionally  we  landed  to  repose  ourselves,  and  take  refresh* 
ments  in  the  most  delightful  spots  which  the  shores  afforded. 
On  these  occasions  he  never  failed  to  let  me  out  of  my  glass- 
case,  and  resting  his  head  upon  my  lap,  he  generally  sank  into 
such  profound  sleep,  that  I  had  the  greatest  difficulty  to  rouse 
him,  when  it  was  time  to  recommence  our  journey. 

I. had  flattered  myself  at  setting  out,  that  during  my  travels 
fortune  might  enable  me  to  gain  some  intelligence  of  the  excel* 
lent  Faeardin  ;  but  on  this  head  I  obtuned  no  kind  of  satisfac- 
iioh ;  and  as  I  was  out  of  all  patience  at  being  of  no  other  use 
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in  the  world  than  to  serve  this  brute  of  a  Genius  for  a  bobt^", 
I  called  to  mj  succour  that  curiosity  with  which  nature  has 
80  plentifully  endowed  me.      It  suggested  to  me  the  dodbt, 
**  whether  I  could  possibly  •  contrive  to  deeeiTe  a  jealous  hus- 
band, who  always  carried  me  upon  his  back  well  packed  up 
when  he  was  awake,  and  who  when  he  was  sleeping,  always 
slept  upon  my  lap  ^  **  1  answered  my  curiosity,  '*  that  I  would 
immediately  satisfy  it,  whether  the  thing  was  practicable,  or 
not."    With  this  view  I  tried  whether  I  could  manage  to  draw 
my  knees  from  under  his  ugly  head.     Finding  that  I  effected 
this  without  the  least  difficulty,  and  that  I  could  go  whither  I 
pleased,  for  whole  hours  together,  without  his  ever  stirring  from 
the  place  where  I  had  left  him,  I  seized  the  very  first  oppor- 
tunity of  trying  whether  I  could  not  carry  the  remainder  of 
my  project  into  effect.     I  succeeded  ;  and  this  appeared  to  me 
so  amusing,  as  well  from  the  singularity  of  the  thing  as  for  the 
gratification  of  my  yengeance,  that  my  curiosity  (which  was 
always  fertile  in  novel  ideas)  persuaded  me  to  persevere  in 
these  innocent  trials  <^  my  skill  in  artifice,  till  I  arrived  at  the 
hundredth  infidelity.      I  guessed  that  I  should  find  infinite 
ttitertainment  in  the  different  excuses  and  cowardly  terrors  of 
those  wh<»n  the  presence  of   the  Genius  would  of  course 
inspire  with  extreme  alarm.     I  always  carried  with  me  yonder 
hoop,  which  you  see  loaded  with  rings ;  they  belonged  to  the 
persons  who  assisted  me  in  tricking  the  vigilance  of  the 
(renius^  and  of  whom  there  was  not  one  who  was  not  heartily 
terrified.    But  above  all,  the  two  last  were  the  most  cowardly 
chicken-hearted  knaves  that  I  ever  met  wkh  in  the  course  of 
my  existence. 

**  Trebizonde,  my  good  friend,"  cried  the  Sultan,  interrupt- 
ing him,  "  what  was  that  you  said  last  ?  " 

''Mighty l<«d,"  replied  the  prince,  "I  said  that  the  vir- 
tuous   OrystallisA    informed   me,    that   having    oarried   htt 
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Adventure  as  far  as  the  mnety-eightli,  she  received  the  two  last 
rings,  which  completed  the  hundred,  from  two  poor  cowardly 
devils,  who  almost  expired  through  fright." 

**  She  lied  !  "  said  the  Saltan  ;  "  hut  go  on  with  your  lus- 
lory :  we  will  discuss  that  point  another  time." 

In  obedience  to  his  Sovereign's  commands  the  Prince  of 
Trebizoude  proceeded  to  state,  that  the  Nymph  of  the  Bock 
continued  her  narrative  as  follows  : — 

The  hoop  being  now  furnished  with  the  complete  number 
of  rings  which  I  had  resolved  to  accumulate,  I  grew  weary  of 
playing  tricks  to  an  animal  so  jealous  and  so  stupid,  and  I 
determined  to  find  some  new  entertainment  for  my  curiosity. 
But  Fortune,  who  had  favoured  me  so  long,  turned  her  back 
upon  me  when  I  was  least  prepared. 

We  had  returned  home  four  months  and  a  few  minutes  ;  and 
I  was  not  sorry  to  find  myself  in  a  prison  less  nairow  than 
that  in  which  I  was  confined  during  my  travels.  The  rock  of 
<»ystal,  the  pavilion  in  which  we  are  at  present,  and  the  palace 
of  shipwrecks,  were  all  places  whose  variety  presented  me  at 
every  turn  with  the  most  unusual  charms  :  but  above  all  the 
rest,  the  saloon  which  contained  the  crystal  cabinets,  was  the 
most  agreeable  to  me,  on  account  of  its  recalling  the  recollec- 
tion of  the  admirable  FacarcMn.  One  day  I  had  shut  myself 
up  in  it  vrith  Harpiana,  in  order  that  we  might  talk  of  timt 
regretted  hero  without  interruption.  Harpiana  had  never  seen 
him  ;  but  being  enti]>ely  in  my  interests,  she  was  extremely 
anxious  to  obtain  a  sight  of  him,  charmed  with  the  wonders 
which  I  related,  both  respecting  his  person,  and  the  very  gen- 
teel manner  in  which  he  conducted  himself  towards  me. 

We  were  qmte  at  a  loss  how  to  obtain  any  intelligence  of 
iiim  :  for  though  she  had  an  infinity  of  sense,  and  my  curiosity 
^mished  me  with  a  thousand  expedients,  still  we  never  could 
effect  our  purpose,  surrounded  as  we  were  on  all  sides  by  the 
ocean. 
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**  If  we  had  but  a  sword,"  said  fihe,  **  I  would  go  in  pursuH 
of  him  myself." 

<<  And  why  is  a  sword  so  necessary  ?  "  I  inquired. 

**  Because/'  replied  Harpiana,  "the  golden  bark  is  the  only 
vessel  to  be  found  here  ;  and  this  always  remains  motionless, 
except  when  the  Genius  himself  touches  it  with  his  wand^  or 
when  any  person  enters  it  sword  in  hand.  Now,  as  we  have 
neither  the  one  nor  the  other,  it  is  useless  for  us  to  think  about 
the  golden  bark." 

I  know  not  what  I  intended  to  do  with  the  rings,  of  which 
I  had  made  such  a  fine  collection:  but  it  happened  that  I 
always  carried  them  about  me,  without  ever  thinking  of  exa- 
mining them.  One  day  I  took  it  into  my  head  to  satisfy  this 
unlucky  curiosity,  and  while  I  was  thus  employed,  the  Genius 
surprised  me. 

I  was  extremely  confused.  My  embarrassment  appeared 
suspicious  to  my  husband.  He  was  astonished  at  the  number 
of  the  rings,  and  asked  me  how  I  came  by  them.  As  I  ob- 
served the  strange  and  sudden  alteration  of  his  countenance,  I 
was  thoroughly  aware  that  this  question  was  dictated  by  the 
true  spirit  of  jealousy  ;  and  as  there  is  no  animal  in  the  whole 
world  so  ugly  and  so  terrible  as  a  jealous  husband  who  asks 
questions,  I  threw  myself  at  his  feet  without  delay,  and  re* 
quested  his  forgiveness  of  a  crime  which  I  had  not  committed, 
in  order  to  conceal  from  him  the  fault  of  which  I  was  really 
guilty.  Accordingly,  I  confessed  that  I  had  stolen  them  from 
the  cabinets  in  which  the  spoils  of  persons  shipwrecked  wer^ 
deposited. 

This  confession  augmented  his  suspicions  ;  for  he  had  him<* 
self  laid  all  those  rings  aside  in  another  place,  and  he  was 
certain  that  there  were  not  above  fifteen  of  them  or  twenty  at 
most ;  while  on  the  hoop  which  he  had  taken  away  from  me, 
the  number  amounted  to  a  full  hundred.     He  examined  them 
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one  after  another,  without  finding  what  he  was  in  search  of. 
However,  I  was  so  frightened  after  the  detection  of  mj  first 
lie,  that  I  scarcely  knew  what  I  said  afterwards ;  and  he  at 
length  guessed  so  dexterously  all  the  circumstances  of  my 
transgressions,  that  he  pronounced  my  sentence  upon  the  spot« 
He  condemned  me  to  he  humed  alive  at  the  end  of  a  year, 
unless  in  the  course  of  it  I  could  find  some  adventurer  who 
would  remove  from  the  hrazen  hoop  in  a  single  night  all  the 
rings  which  I  had  acquired  during  the  whole  of  my  travels. 
No  human  effort  could  get  them  off  except  one  after  another ; 
and  it  was  only  in  the  same  manner  by  which  they  were  ob- 
tained, that  they  could  be  made  to  move  from  the  places  in 
which,  before  the  trial  was  made,  the  Genius  took  care  to  fasten 
them. 

Such  was  the  monster's  decree  !  His  servants  were  charged 
to  see  it  executed.  He  disappeared  himself,  being  engaged  by 
some  undertaking  whose  nature  I  have  forgotten.  Ever  since» 
I  have  sought  for  a  person  who,  by  rendering  me  so  slight  a 
service,  would  save  my  life  ;  but  all  those  whom  the  golden 
bark  has  conducted  hither,  have  basely  refused  to  try  the 
adventure.  I  always  hoped  that  among  those  whose  succours 
Harpiana  implored  without  intermission,  she  might  at  length 
meet  with  the  invincible  Facardin.  He,  I  am  persuaded,  would 
accomplish  this  adventure  :  but  in  vain  have  I  flattered  myself 
with  these  fond  hopes  ;  Fortune  refuses  him  to  my  prayers, 
and  hitherto  has  only  conducted  to  this  pavilion  the  miserable 
wretches  who  preferred  the  occupation  and  dress  in  which 
you  saw  them,  for  the  remainder  of  their  effeminate  existence, 
rather  than  even  hear  of  the  enterprise  in  question,  after  they 
had  seen  me  come  out  of  the  bath*  Doubtless,  you  are  already 
informed  of  the  other  conditions,  and  of  everything  which 
relates  to  them.  Time  presses ;  you  are  informed  of  the  whole 
affair  ;  it  is  now  only  necessary  to  know  your  determination. 
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in  order  thai  the  clock  may  be  set :  for  twelve  hours  only  are 
allowed  jou  to  finish  the  adrenture.  Tet  sorely  to  judge  bj 
your  appearance,  to  so  yaliant  a  knight  twdive  hours  will  be 
more  than  sufficient,  and  I  shall  eternally  confess  myself  in< 
debted  to  you  for  my  life. 

Such  was  the  narrative  of  the  modest  CrystalHna  ;  such  was 
the  proposal  with  which  she  finished  it,  and  my  answer  was* 
word  for  word,  as  foUows: — 

**  Fair  lady,  I  promise  to  do  all  in  my  power  to  deliver,  or  at 
least  to  assist  you.  My  object  is  to  fight  your  enemies,  not  to 
make  love  to  yourself.  Without  vanity,  I  may  say  that  I 
should  find  it  as  easy  to  finish  this  adventure  in  another  way 
as  by  the  force  of  arms ;  but  as  glory  invites  me  to  employ  my 
sabre,  and  as  your  beauty,  all  wonderful  as  it  is,  does  not 
tempt  me  to  display  my  prowess  in  any  other  manner,  I  shall 
immediately  cut  myself  a  passage  through  your  butcher,  your 
dockmaker,  your  blacksmith,  your  female  Moors,  your  con* 
venient  Harpiana,  her  hideous  companions,  and  the  whole  mob 
of  your  spinning  ragamuffins.  Now,  then,  make  up  your  mind 
whether  you  will  accompany  me  or  not.  If  you  choose  to  share 
my  fortunes,  I  will  save  you  from  the  perils  with  which  you  are 
menaced  at  the  hazard  of  my  life*  On  the  other  hand,  if  yoa 
prefer  remaining  here,  in  order  that  you  may  betray  me,  I 
give  you  my  word  of  honour  that,  in  case  of  my  being  attacked, 
the  first  head  which  I  cut  off  shall  come fr<Hn  your  shoulders.*' 

The  lady  between  the  sheets  seemed  almost  frightened  out 
of  her  senses  at  this  threat.  She  sprang  out  of  bed,  embraced 
my  knees,  and  assured  me  that  she  desired  nothing  better 
than  to  follow  me  through  the  world.  However,  she  implored 
me  to  listen  to  her  advice,  which  would  facilitate  my  enterprise* 
She  then  returned  to  her  bed,  and  told  me  that  she  was  going 
to  ring  the  bell  at  three  different  times  ;  that,  at  the  first  tingle^ 
the  person  whose  business  it  was  to  set  the  clock  would  not  fai^ 
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to  make  his  appeamiee»  in  order  to  perfonn  his  office  ;  that,  at 
the  second,  the  locksmith  would'  arrive  to  see  how  many  rings 
were  ahreadj  taken  ofF  from  the  hrasen  hoop ;  and  that,  at  the 
third,  the  sacrifieer  with  the  long  beard  would  come  running  to 
release  me,  in  case  I  had  accomplished  the  adyenture,  or  (sup- 
posing me  to  be  found  unable  to  complete  it)  to  delirer  me  oyer 
to  his  servants,  till  he  had  leisure  to  flay  me  himself;  that 
t^ese  three  personages  were  the  most  distinguished,  the  most 
cruel,  and  ^e  most  dangerous  of  all  those  whom  the  Greniua 
her  husband  had  left  to  guard  her  and  execute  his  orders  ;  and 
that,  haring  enticed  them  into  the  pavilion  one  after  another 
in  the  manner  which  she  had  just  explained,  I  should  be  able 
to  do  with  them  whatever  might  seem  to  me  the  best  to  be 
done. 

''But  still,"  continued  she,  "though  you  are  sufficiently 
convinced  that  violent  means  cannot  enable  you  to  open  the 
enchanted  hoop,  you  may  have  some  doubts  whether  gentle 
methods  would  or  would  not  be  more  effectual.  Therefore,  if 
you  like  it,  you  may  satisfy  your  curiosity  in  this  respect,  before 
yon  have  recourse  to  the  other  extremity." 

"  My  curiosity  ?  "  said  I.  "  Ring,  ring,  my  Lady  Crystal* 
Kna  ;  my  disposition  is  not  quite  so  curious  as  yoiors.*' 

''  I  never  heard  a  better  thing  in  my  life  I "  cried  the  Sultan ; 
**  that  is  exactly  what  I  should  have  said  myself  in  your  situr 
tion  ;  for  the  more  that  women  are  curious,  the  more  it  behoves 
OS  men  to  show  that  we  are  exempt  from  such  a  weakness  I 
But^  'proj,  go  on ;  your  narrative  is  so  entertaining,  that  I 
could  pass  all  my  life  in  listening  to  yon.  Well,  then,  yon 
were  standing  by  the  bedside  of  the  Nymph  of  Crystal,  in  your 
lught-gown  and  slippers,  and  with  your  sword  in  your  hand, 
when  you  told  her  to  ring  the  bell.  Yon  see  that  I  forget 
Boihing.     Now,  let  us  hear  what  hi^[^>ened  afterwards." 

**  Beixkg  accoutred,"  resumed  the  Prince   of  Trebizonde^ 
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**  exactlj  as  your  most  sagacious  Highness  has  just  described, 
I  placed  myself  near  the  door  of  the  pavilion ;  but  I  chose 
such  a  position,  that  the  gentlemen  whom  we  expected  could 
not  possibly  see  me  tiU  they  should  hare  passed  the  threshold. 
The  curious  fair  one  now  tingled  her  bell,  the  dockmaker  did 
not  fail  to  make  his  appearance,  and  I  did  not  fail  to  chop  his 
head  off.  I  served  the  locksmith  in  the  same  manner ;  and 
I  signified  to  the  nymph  by  signs  that  she  should  now  summon 
the  grand  sacrificer.  In  reply  she  raised  her  right  hand, 
and,  talking  with  her  fingers,  she  explained  to  me,  that  the 
two  officers  whose  business  I  had  just  done  for  them  were 
appointed  to  enter  the  pavilion  much  about  the  same  time  to 
execute  their  several  functions;  that  is,  the  one  to  set  the 
clock,  and  the  other  to  count  the  rings  as  they  came  off  the 
enchanted  hoop.  They  had  also  the  privilege  of  remaining  in 
the  pavilion  during  the  whole  adventure ;  but  she  gaye  me  to^ 
understand  that  it  would  be  ridiculous  to  ring  the  bell  a  third 
time  so  soon,  since  the  sacrificer  could  not  possibly  believe  that 
the  enterprise  was  already  accomplished ;  and  still  less,  that  if 
the  attempt  was  abandoned  in  despair,  that  he  should  be  sum<« 
moned  before  there  was  any  necessity.  She  therefore  repre- 
sented to  me  that  it  would  be  most  prudent  to  wait  three  op 
four  hours,  which  would  allow  us  sufficient  time  to  make  an 
opening  in  the  back  part  of  the  pavilion,  through  which  we 
might  escape  during  the  obscurity  of  the  night,  with  less  diffi-^. 
culty  than  by  the  door,  which  was  always  surrounded  by  & 
multitude  of  guards  in  complete  annour*  Having  given  this 
advice,  she  let  fall  the  hand  with  which  she  had  beeii> 
discoursing. 

As  my  right  hand  was  employed  in  holding  my  sabre,  I  wast 
l>bb*ged  to  make  my  answer  with  the  left ;  but,  indeed,  I  caii 
talk  as  easily  with  the  one  as  with  the  oth^r,  I  repHedg^ 
that  Facardin  of  Trebizonde  was  not  used  to  make  his  escape 
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by  breaking  out  of  a  back  door  througli  fear  of  danger ;  that  I 
would  have  nothing  to  do  with  her  aforesaid  opening  ;  and  that 
if  she  did  not  immediately  ring  the  hell  for  her  Jack  Ketch  of 
a  pontiff,  I  was  determined  to  set  out  in  search  of  him,  and 
send  him  to  join  his  two  scurry  companions. 

I  no  sooner  ceased  to  speak — ^that  is  to  say,  to  move  my 
fingers — than  hers  resumed  the  conrersation.  She  said  that  if 
such  was  my  determination,  she  at  least  conjured  me  to  take 
one  of  the  spinning-wheels  in  my  left  hand  by  way  of  a  buckler; 
for  that  the  sateUites  of  the  Genius,  who  would  infallibly  oppose 
my  passage,  bore  such  profoimd  veneration  to  these  machines, 
that  they  would  sacrifice  their  liyes  rather  than  run  the  risk  of 
breaking  what  they  knew  to  be  so  precious  to  their  necromantic 
master.  This  piece  of  advice  was  not  so  disagreeable  to  me 
as  her  former  counsels.  Accordingly,  I  laid  hold  of  the  spin- 
ning-wheel which  was  nearest ;  and  the  virtuous  Crystallinay 
jumping  out  of  bed  and  seizing  the  other,  implored  me  to  set 
forward  without  waiting  for  the  enemy's  arrival ;  since,  by  this 
means  we  should  stand  the  better  chance  of  taking  them  by 
surprise^  and  when  they  were  least  prepared  for  an  attempt  so 
desperate. 

I  did  not  contradict  her.  We  quitted  the  pavilion  of  Darius  ; 
and  the  astonishment  of  the  guards  who  surrounded  it  was  so 
great,  that  I  cut  down  five  or  six  before  they  had  time  to 
recollect  themselves.  The  rest  betook  themselves  to  flight, 
howling  most  horribly,  and  I  pursued  them  with  rather  too 
much  ardour ;  for  the  grand  sacrificer,  whom  I  happened  to 
have  left  behind  while  I  went  forward  to  look  for  him,  quitted 
the  altar  which  he  had  prepared  for  me,  and  came  running  after 
me  with  a  dozen  of  his  attendants,  each  provided  with  a  great 
chain  for  the  purpose  of  binding  me  neck  and  heels.  Crystallina 
warned  me  of  my  danger  by  a  loud  exclamation,  which  made  me 
turn  round.     No  one  dared  to  approach  her,  because  she  took 
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care  to  cover  herself  with  the  awful  spinning-wheel ;  and 
besides  this  protection,  she  spun  with  all  her  might  and  main 
when  she  found  her  danger  become  very  urgent.  This  was  an 
action  which  the  boldest  of  our  enemies  dared  not  behold  with- 
out prostrating  themselres  upon  the  earth  ;  and  during  one  of 
these  humiliations  I  took  an  opportunity  of  slicing  off  the  head 
of  the  confounded  high-priest,  without  respect  for  the  length  of 
his  beard  or  the  sanctity  of  his  office. 

This  once  accomplished,  what  followed  was  rather  a  rout 
than  a  combat.  I  killed  as  many  as  I  could  reach,  without 
trifling  away  my  time  in  making  prisoners ;  and  having  tra- 
versed the  crystal  rock  without  meeting  with  the  slightest 
obstacle,  I  assisted  the  wife  of  the  genius  to  enter  the  golden 
bark.  I  followed  her  into  it ;  and  no  sooner  was  I  on  board 
than  the  vessel  sailed  away  as  if  it  had  been  mad,  without 
asking  us  whither  we  chose  to  be  carried.  I  must  not  conceal 
from  yom*  Highness,  that  my  joy  at  having  accomplished  this 
adventure  was  so  great,  that  till  we  were  out  at  sea  I  did  not 
recollect  my  armour.  It  appeared  to  me  quite  disgraceful  to 
leave  it  behind  me  by  so  precipitate  a  retreat.  And  being 
unwilling  that  the  genius  on  his  return  should  convert  my  arms 
into  a  trophy  of  my  flight,  I  endeavoured  to  steer  the  vessel 
back  to  the  place  which  we  had  just  quitted.  But  the  bark 
paid  no  attention  to  me,  and  in  spite  of  all  my  exertions  we 
soon  reached  a  landing-place,  where  we  found  an  abundance  of 
good  company,  as  you  will  see  in  the  progress  of  my  narration. 
I  told  you  that  I  was  extremely  vexed  at  not  having  been 
able  to  regain  the  crystal  rock,  in  order  that  I  might  have 
rescued  my  armour ;  but  my  distress  was  very  different,  when 
I  perceived  that  the  bark  sailed  straight  towards  a  shore, 
which  was  covered  with  a  multitude  of  people,  some  on  horse- 
back, some  on  foot,  but  most  of  them  superbly  armed  and 
accoutred.     I  could  also  distinguish  in  the  distance  a  number 
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of  tents  and  parilionsy  nused  in  the  middle  of  an  extensive 
plain,  and  surrounded  with  lofty  trees,  whose  boughs  formed 
over  them  a  shade,  cool,  thick,  and  delicious. 

These  knights,  as  well  as  the  populace,  astonished  at  the 
eight  of  us,  were  all  assembled  on  the  margin  of  the  sea,  and 
employed  in  contemplating  us  with  their  telescopes,  while  they 
expressed  increasing  astonishment,  in  proportion  as  we  drew 
nearer  to  the  shore.  I  was  so  completely  out  of  humour  at 
finding  myself  obliged  to  disembark  in  the  middle  of  this 
assembly  (my  companion  a  lady  in  her  'shift,  myself  with  a 
drawn  sword  and  in  my  night-gown  and  slippers,  and  our 
whole  freight  consisting  in  a  couple  of  spinning-wheels),  that  I 
was  tempted  to  throw  myself  into  the  sea,  rather  than  land  in 
a  situation  so  ridiculous. 

To  land  at  last,  however,  there  was  no  avoiding.  So  great 
was  my  confusion,  that  I  was  really  to  be  pitied.  I  hung  down 
my  head ;  I  dared  not  lift  my  eyes  from  the  ground,  and  I 
knew  not  where  to  conceal  myself ;  but  the  lady  was  not  in 
the  least  put  out  of  countenance.  She  no  sooner  landed  than 
she  began  to  put  her  spinning-wheel  in  motion ;  and  though 
this  action  did  not  inspire  such  extreme  respect  as  was  the  case 
in  the  Crystal  Island,  nevertheless  those  who  had  witnessed 
our  disembarkation  did  not  fail  to  assemble  round  her. 

I  expected  that  our  reception  would  have  been  accompanied 
by  loud  bursts  of  laughter  and  a  thousand  jests  and  sarcasms  ; 
but  finding  myself  mistaken,  I  took  courage,  and  on  raising  my 
eyes  I  was  surprised  to  see  that  all  the  men  of  distinction  were 
accoutred  in  a  mode  to  the  full  as  ridiculous  and  extraordinary 
as  myself,  though  in  different  manners. 

Three  of  those  whom  I  had  seen  on  horseback  now  alighted, 
and  advanced  to  receive  us.  The  sight  of  two  of  them  first 
drew  a  cry  of  astonishment  from  Crystallina,  and  then  threw 
her  into  such  fits  of  laughter,  that  she  almost  burst  her  sides  : 
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I  could  not  resist  following  her  example.  The  knight,  ^^who 
first  addressed  me,  told  me  with  great  politeness  that  I  did 
nothing  to  any  purpose,  unless  I  fell  to  spinning  with  mj  own 
hands.  This  person  was  the  tallest  and  host  made  man  that 
I  ever  heheld.  On  his  head  he  wore  a  fish-kettle  instead  of  a 
helmet,  and  hy  way  of  a  sword  a  huge  spit  was  dangling  at  his 
left  side  ;  hut  the  rest  of  his  dress  was  hrilliant  with  azure, 
gold,  and  gems  of  incalculahle  value.  His  strange  dress,  and 
the  gravity  with  which  he  delivered  his  remonstrances,  would 
have  forced  a  smile  from  a  criminal  upon  the  rack. 

"  I  need  not  ask,"  he  continued,  **  whence  you  now  come  ; 
the  golden  hark,  the  princess  who  accompanies  you,  and  your 
sword  still  crimsoned  with  the  hlood  of  a  terrible  adversary, 
sufficiently  assure  me,  that  both  in  war  and  love  you  are  one  of 
the  most  valiant  combatants  in  the  universe,  and  I  congratulate 
you  on  your  success.  But  your  present  adventure,  it  is  not 
enough  to  be  a  hero ;  you  must  also  be  a  buflfoon.  To  be  able 
to  make  blood  flow  is  a  great  point ;  but  it  is  a  much  greater 
to  be  able  to  make  faces !  Let  me  therefore  advise  you  to 
take  the  wheel  from  the  hands  of  your  companion,  and  favour 
us  with  a  specimen  of  your  spinning." 

I  was  in  doubt  how  to  take  this  sarcastic  counsel,  when  my 
companion  (as  he  called  her)  came  running  towards  him  with 
open  arms. 

**  Ah !  "  she  exclaimed,  "  my  ever-adored  Facardin !  Does 
then  fortune  at  length  relent,  and  restore  you  to  the  unabated 
impatience  of  my  first  curiosity  ?  " 

**  Crystallina  the  Curious,"  replied  he,  repulsing  her 
caresses  ;  **  different  objects  suit  different  seasons  ;  at  present 
your  affairs  are  not  the  point  in  question.  What  climate 
throughout  the  world  is  ignorant  of  the  conditions  of  a  charm, 
which  this  renowned  warrior  has  broken,  and  what  curiosity 
would  not  now  at  length  be  satisfied  ?  " 
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The  kind-hearted  Crystallina  seemed  to  be  somewhat  morti- 
fied by  this  reception.  However,  she  was  not  cast  down.  On 
the  contrary,  with  equal  rapture  she  ran  to  embrace  the  second 
knight,  though  with  no  better  success.  He  did  not  even 
honour  her  with  a  look,  but  repulsing  her  even  more  harshly 
than  the  other,  he  turned  round  and  addressed  himself  to  me. 
He  was  more  lovely  than  day,  and  his  dress  was  as  follows : — 

His  brows  were  encirled  with  a  leather  band  in  the  shape  of 
a  diadem,  from  which  rose  an  innumerable  quantity  of  stream- 
ing feathers.  He  wore  a  cuirass  of  polished  steel,  and  round 
his  waist  was  fastened  a  leather  apron  tolerably  dirty.  In  one 
hand  he  held  an  awl,  in  the  other  a  cobbler's  last,  and  at  the 
end  of  a  rope  all  daubed  with  pitch  hung  a  shoeing  horn.  Just 
as  he  opened  his  lips  to  address  me,  the  third  approached  to 
make  his  bow.  I  easily  understood  that  Crystallina  had  no 
knowledge  of  this  last  knight,  for  her  curiosity  furnished  her 
with  nothing  to  say  to  him;  still  his  dress  and  appearance 
would  have  excited  the  curiosity  of  any  other  person. 

His  stature  was  by  no  means  lofty,  not  to  say  that  it  was 
extremely  low.  He  wore  a  casque  which  imitated  to  perfection 
the  head  of  a  cock,  the  comb  forming  the  crest.  On  each  arm 
was  a  kind  of  buckler  covered  with  feathers,  and  when  these 
two  bucklers  met  upon  his  back,  you  would  have  sworn  that 
they  were  the  wings  of  a  cock.  His  cuirass,  also  covered  with 
similar  plumes,  represented  the  bird's  stomach  ;  a  thick  tuft  of 
long  feathers  bending  backwards  seemed  to  rise  from  his  chine ; 
each  leg  was  armed  with  a  gilt  spur,  fastened  just  above  hrs 
ancle;  and  in  order  that  nothing  might  be  wanting  to  the 
resemblance  which  he  wished  to  produce,  he  clapped  his  wing- 
looking  bucklers  three  times,  and  imitated  the  crow  of  a  cock 
80  perfectly,  that  any  hen  in  the  universe  would  have  been 
completely  taken  in. 

As  I  could  not  imagine  the  meaning  of  all  this,  I  stopped 


«■ 
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the  questions,  which  they  were  going  to  ask,  hy  entreating 
them  to  tell  me  in  what  part  of  the  world  we  were ;  why  so 
many  persons  thought  proper  to  wear  such  different  disguises  ; 
and  what  whim  had  induced  these  three  in  particular  to  assume 
their  several  characters. 

"It  is  not  very  prohahle,"  answered  the  tall  Facardin^ 
**  that  you  should  he  really  ignorant  in  this  respect,  since,  to 
judge  hy  your  own  dress,  the  same  design  must  certainly  have 
conducted  you  hither.  Still  as  we  are  the  last  arrived  except 
yourself,  it  is  our  duty  to  inquire  whether  you  are  willing  to 
engage  in  this  adventure,  supposing  that  you  either  are  or  are 
not  Ignorant  of  its  nature.  If  you  consent  you  shall  he  admitted 
into  our  company  ;  otherwise  you  shall  he  furnished  with 
everything  necessary  to  enahle  your  prosecuting  your  journey 
elsewhere." 

I  replied  that  I  desired  no  hotter  than  to  signalise  myself  in 
any  adventure  whatever ;  and  I  gave  them  my  promise  to  make 
one  among  them. 

"In  that  case,"  said  the  knight,  who  was  decorated  with 
the  shoeing  horn,  "  it  belongs  to  me,  as  being  the  last  comer, 
to  receive  you,  conduct  you,  and  instruct  you,  as  to  what  is 
going  on  in  this  quarter.  I  shall  begin  by  making  known  to 
you  the  first  of  those  adventures  which  guided  myself  hither  ; 
but  with  your  permission  I  will  defer  my  narrative  till  you  shall 
have  rested  and  refreshed  yourself  a  little  in  one  of  the  pa- 
vilions, which  you  may  perceive  beneath  yonder  trees.  Few 
people  are  ignorant  of  the  enchantment  of  the  Crystal  Rock  : 
you  have  finished  the  adventure  of  the  brazen  hoop,  by  deliver- 
ing the  gentlewoman  who  stands  near  you.  Come  then,  and 
refresh  yourselves  after  your  fatigues  ;  and  while  the  lady  spins 
beside  you,  I  will  tell  her  an  anecdote  or  two  respecting  the 
genius  her  husband,  which  will  astonish  her  not  a  little." 

Having  made  this  compliment^  the  three  Knights  called  for 
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their  horses,  and  ordered  one  magnificently  caparisoned  to  be 
brought  for  me :  the  cock  was  on  horseback  the  first ;  and  as 
soon  as  he  was  mounted  he  began  to  clap  his  wings,  and  to 
crow  with  all  his  might  and  main.  When  I  saw  snch  a  figure 
on  horseback,  I  thought  that  I  should  have  expired  with 
laughing ;  for  his  steed,  frightened  out  of  his  wits  by  these 
unexpected  proceedings,  kicked,  and  jumped,  and  frisked,  and 
made  such  a  clattering,  that  the  nymph  Crystallina  (who, 
according  to  the  custom  of  the  place,  had  been  placed  on  a 
pillion  behind  me)  laughed  herself  into  so  yiolent  a  fit  of 
the  vapours,  that  we  had  the  greatest  difficulty  in  bringing  her 
to  herself. 

''  Fair  lady,"  said  the  cock,  as  soon  as  she  was  recovered, 
'<  I  am  extremely  flattered  by  your  approbation  ;  but  still  when 
we  come  to  the  point,  I  am  terribly  afraid  of  failing.  As  for 
you,  valiant  stranger,"  he  continued,  addressing  himself  to 
me,  **  I  would  advise  you,  as  a  friend,  to  take  the  wheel  from 
this  lady,  and  spin  away  as  usual." 

"  As  usual  ?  "  I  exclaimed.  **  May  I  be  called  a  traitor 
and  a  scoundrel,  if  ever  I  spun  a  thread  in  the  whole  course  of 
my  life!" 

"  Nay,  it  does  not  signify  !  "  replied  he,  who  was  to  be  my 
master  of  the  ceremonies,  and  who  wore  the  leather  apron ; 
"  only  it  is  as  well  to  practise  beforehand." 

This  said,  he  gave  orders  that  the  rest  of  my  equipage 
should  be  brought  after  me  (meaning  the  other  spinning* 
wheel),  and  that  the  golden  bark  should  be  conducted  to  the 
mouth  of  the  river,  on  whose  banks  the  pavilions  were  pitched. 

As  soon  as  we  were  in  motion,  the  strangers  and  myself 
began  to  examine  each  other  again  from  head  to  foot.  I  had 
already  opened  my  mouth  to  inquire  why  they  chose  to  wear 
their  masquerade  dresses  so  long  after  the  carnival,^  but  the 
Knight  of  the  Awl  guessed  what  I  was  going  to  ask. 
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I  perceive,  said  he,  that  you  are  come  hither  from  no 
premeditated  design,  though  in  this  extraordinary  apparel. 
That  is  not  the  case  with  us :  and  since  you  appear  to  feel 
such  astonishment  at  the  sight  of  our  arms  and  dresses,  you 
prohahly  are  ignorant  of  the  nature  of  the  adventure  which 
you  have  just  engaged  yourself  to  attempt.  I  will  therefore 
instruct  you  in  every  particular,  and  lay  hefore  you  all  the 
dangers  which  it  presents,  and  the  recompense  which  it 
promises. 


HISTORY    OP    MOUSSELLINA    THE    SERIOUS,  PRINCESS    OP 

ASTRACAN. 

The  King  of  Astracan  (it  was  thus  that  the  Knight  of  the 
Awl  commenced  his  narrative),  one  of  the  most  powerful 
sovereigns  of  Asia,  not  only  on  account  of  his  extensive 
dominions  and  the  gold  and  silver  mines  contained  in  them, 
hut  of  the  valuahle  chintz  manufactures  which  have  rendered 
his  name  celebrated  throughout  the  universe. — The  King  of 
Astracan,  I  say,  in  spite  of  all  his  splendour  and  prosperity, 
still  considered  himself  the  most  unfortunate  of  mankind,  for 
he  had  no  children  to  whom  he  might  bequeath  his  sceptre. 
The  Queen,  his  wife,  was  young,  handsome,  and  well  made ; 
indeed,  her  whole  appearance  was  so  promising,  and  her  flow^ 
of  health  so  uninterrupted,  that  you  would  have  taken  your 
oath  that  the  IGng*s  affliction  was  occasioned  by  no  fault  of 
hers.  Accordingly,  he  never  expressed  the  least  displeasure 
against  her  personally  on  this  account ;  and  as  he  loved  her 
passionately,  he  was  not  even  offended  at  her  laughing  all  day 
long  at  his  extreme  impatience,  and  the  infinite  pains  which  he 
took  to  procure  a  successor.  So  many  vows  were  made,  and  so 
many  sacrifices  were  offered,  to  obtain  a  blessing  thus  ardently 
desired,  that  the  priests  were  perfectly  worn  out  with  fatigue  ; 
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and  as  the  King  belieyed  the  whole  fault  in  this  bufiiness  to  be 
hia  own,  there  was  no  end  to  his  baths,  and  his  medicines,  and 
his  drinking  mineral  waters  ;  for  in  short  he  fairly  went  through 
all  the  ceremonies  which  are  prescribed  to  women,  in  order  to 
produce  fertility.  At  all  this  the  Queen  laughed  ready  to  kill 
herself,  as  well  as  at  the  yows,  the  offerings,  and  the  sacrifices 
which  were  lavished  with  so  little  effect ;  yet  no  one  took  it 
amiss  that  she  should  be  the  only  person  who  appeared  to  bo 
amused  by  what  was  considered  by  the  nation  as  a  public 
calamity.  The  people  knew  well  that  the  poor  Princess  did 
not  act  thus  singularly  out  of  ill-nature,  and  that  her  only 
defect  was  that  of  being  the  most  incessant  giggler  of  the 
present  age ;  everything  made  her  laugh,  and  nothing  enter- 
tained her.  The  King,  her  husband,  had  been  engaged  in 
several  wars  with  the  neighbouring  sovereigns  on  this  very 
account ;  for  whenever  they  sent  to  announce  some  melancholy 
event  (as,  for  example,  the  death  of  an  only  son),  she  answered 
the  ambassadors  with  their  long  black  trains,  by  such  bursts 
of  laughter,  that  they  immediately  left  the  hall  of  audience  in 
high  displeasure,  and  sent  off  dispatches  to  their  master,  filled 
with  indignant  complaints  at  the  gross  violation  which  the 
respect  due  to  representatives  of  sovereign  majesty  had 
experienced  in  their  persons. 

This  malady  of  the  Queen's  daily  strengthening  and  ad- 
vancing towards  perfection,  by  the  advice  of  his  council  the 
Eling  resolved  that  she  should  make  a  pilgrimage  to  the  famous 
Oracle  of  the  Cock,  and  that  she  should  only  be  accompanied 
by  a  small  number  of  attendants,  as  is  usual  pn  these  occasions. 
The  temple  of  this  Oracle  is  at  the  gates  of  Fourchimena, 
capital  of  the  kingdom  of  Bactria.  She  arrived  there  without 
accident,  concealing  her  name  and  rank,  in  order  to  avoid  the 
ceremony  and  expense  of  a  public  reception. 

The  King,  who  had  followed  her  incognito,  thought  fit  to 
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explain  the  object  of  his  TOjage  to  the  priestess  of  the  temple 
himself ;  and  while  he  was  earnestly  consulting  the  holj  matron 
respecting  his  wife's  embarrassment,  her  Majesty  was  ready 
to  split  her  sides  with  laughing.  The  Priestess  was  extremely 
scandalised  at  this  indecorous  behariour  ;  howeyer,  afer  a  few 
skips  in  the  air,  and  some  frightful  contortions,  she  delivered 
the  following  oracle,  as  inspired  by  tho  sacred  cock,  her 
master : 

'^  That  wbich  is  wished  bj  the  JTi^Pilgrim, 
Shall  happen  ere  long  to  the  iS%e-Pilgrim ! 

And  both  shall  laugh, 

When  the  cow  has  a  calf : 
But  the  season  which  suits  the  best  with  laughing, 

He,  who  makes  the  infant  laugh, 
Shall  laugh  the  loudest  laugh  by  half  in ! " 

The  beginning  of  this  answer  was  sufficiently  explicit ;  but 
the  second  part  was  rather  embarrassing,  and  afforded  the 
spectators  ample  room  for  exercising  their  powers  of  argument 
and  conjecture.  The  event,  however,  proved  that  the  Oracle 
was  as  good  as  its  word,  and  indeed  better  ;  for  at  the  end  of 
nine  months  the  Queen  produced  a  son  and  daughter,  of 
which  it  was  difficult  to  decide  which  was  the  most  beautiful ; 
though  it  was  certain  that  they  were  both  more  beautifal  than 
any  child  ever  was  at  its  first  appearance  in  the  world.  Unfor- 
tunately, the  birth  of  the  children  cost  the  poor  Queen  her 
life,  for  in  the  very  act  of  being  brought  to  bed  she  died  of 
laughter. 

Nothing  could  have  consoled  the  king  for  her  loss,  except 
the  children  whom  she  left  behind  her,  and  the  pleasure  which 
he  found  in  being  able  to  sit  quietly  in  his  palace,  without 
being  stunned  every  moment  by  immoderate  bursts  of  laughter. 
But  he  was  not  long  permitted  to  enjoy  such  a  happy  state  of 
tranquillity.     At  the  end  of  six  months  the  chamber,  which 
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contained  his  dearest  treasures,  was  discorered  in  the  night  to 
be  on  fire.  On  the  first  alarm  he  hastened  to  the  place  ;  but 
though  every  one  followed  his  example,  and  though  numbers 
threw  themselves  into  the  flames  in  hopes  of  saving  the 
children,  the  conflagration  was  so  rapid  and  so  dreadful,  that  it 
was  only  possible  to  rescue  the  little  girl.  -  The  greatest  part 
of  the  officers  of  the  royal  household,  who  remained  in  the 
midst  of  the  fire  and  smoke  till  the  very  last  moment,  returned 
at  length  half  roasted,  but  without  being  able  to  save  the  imfor- 
tunate  Prince. 

This  calamity  threw  the  whole  kingdom  into  the  deepest 
affliction.  As  to  the  King,  he  absolutely  refused  to  admit  of 
any  comfort ;  but  Time,  who  is  the  universal  consoler,  insen- 
sibly diminished  the  father's  grief,  while  he  gradually  increased 
the  daughter's  beauty.  She  was  the  living  image  of  her 
mother,  except  that  she  was  taller,  better  proportioned,  had  a 
fairer  skin,  a  finer  complexion,  and  eyes  more  brilliant  a  thou- 
sand times.  In  short,  if  we  are  to  credit  those  who  have  seen 
her,  she  is  at  this  moment  a  thousand  times  more  beautiful 
than  all  the  other  Princesses  in  the  world  put  together ;  but 
alas  !  "  he  continued,  heaving  a  profound  sigh,  ''  it  is  evident, 
that  they,  who  speak  thus  rapturously  of  Moussellina,  cannot 
have  seen  all  the  Princesses  in  the  world  !  " 

After  making  this  reflection,  the  Knight  of  the  Awl  remained 
for  some  moments  absorbed  in  a  deep  reverie  ;  from  whence  he 
no  sooner  recovered,  than  he  resumed  his  discourse  in  the 
following  manner. 

The  Eang,  more  dazzled  with  her  charms  than  even  his 
court  and  his  whole  people,  was  never  weary  of  admiring  him- 
self in  his  performance ;  and  believing  her  to  merit  all  the 
crowns  in  the  universe,  he  was  determined  not  to  deprive  her  of 
his  own  by  contracting  a  second  marriage.  But  as  it  was  his 
fate  never  to  enjoy  perfect  happiness  in  his  family  affairs,  this 
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admirable  Pnneess,  whose  every  glance  showered  darts  of  flame 
around  her,  and  whose  whole  person  and  slightest  movement 
displayed  graces  the  most  lively  and  animated,  had  never  yet 
been  known  to  open  her  mouth  either  for  the  purposes  of 
laughter  or  conversation ;  and  it  was  only  when  she  yawned 
(which  she  was  much  in  the  habit  of  doing)  that  she  exhibited 
gums  of  a  brighter  vermilion  and  teeth  of  a  purer  ivory,  than 
ever  were  till  then  beheld  by  the  eyes  of  mortals.  The  good 
King,  (who,  while  his  daughter  was  a  child,  was  continually 
thanking  his  stars  that  she  was  free  from  her  mother's  defect,) 
as  soon  as  she  was  grown  up,  would  have  given  half  his  king- 
dom to  have  seen  her  laugh  through  the  whole  four  and  twenty 
hours  ;  so  heartily  was  he  wearied  of  a  gravity,  which  appeared 
to  him  even  more  insupportable  than  her  mother  s  incessant 
laughter. 

No  means  were  left  untried,  which  might  possibly  induce  her 
to  break  this  silence,  which  distressed  everybody,  and  to  over- 
come her  solemnity,  with  which  she  was  out  of  all  patience  her- 
self:  for  it  was  quite  evident  from  her  manners,  that  every 
thing  entertained  her,  though  nothing  could  make  her  laugh  : 
but  all  means  were  tried  in  vain.  Philosophers,  chemists, 
masters  of  languages,  and  instructors  of  parroquets,  all  exerted 
their  talents  to  make  her  speak,  and  all  threw  away  their  time  ; 
nor  was  her  gravity  less  obstinate  than  her  silence.  In  vain 
did  they  collect  together  all  the  buffoons  and  jesters  of  the 
kingdom,  good,  bad,  and  indifferent :  the  King  even  sent  for 
the  best  company  of  comedians  to  be  found  in  all  China,  where, 
farces  are  acted  in  greater  perfection  than  in  any  other  country 
of  the  universe ;  but  they  might  as  well  have  remained  at 
home.  They  were  not  able  to  twist  the  Princess's  mouth  into 
so  much  as  a  single  smile. 

As  it  oftens  happens,  that  misfortunes  which  appear  to  be 
past  remedy,  are  frequently  followed  by  others  still  more  difficult 
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to  support,  80  it  proved  in  the  present  instance :  an  event 
at  length  occurred,  which  made  the  King,  the  court,  and 
indeed  the  whole  kingdom  look  as  grave  as  herself.  She  was 
fond  of  all  kinds  of  amusement,  hut  particularly  of  the  chace : 
a  magnificent  castle,  emhosomed  in  a  wide  and  agreeahle  forest, 
and  situated  at  scarcely  a  day's  journey  from  the  metropolis, 
was  the  ahode  which  she  had  selected  for  the  purpose  of  enjoy- 
ing this  exercise  in  perfection.  She  managed  her  horse  like 
an  Amazon  ;  and  in  her  hunting  equipage  not  only  looked  as 
lovely  as  Diana  herself,  hut  was  without  comparison  more 
dexterous  and  active. 

One  day,  when  the  ardour  of  sport  had  carried  her  further 
than  was  her  usual  custom,  and  when  the  exertion  of  killing 
and  pursuing  the  forest's  inhahitants  had  nearly  exhausted  her 
strength,  she  found  herself  on  the  hanks  of  the  river,  which 
traverses  the  forest :  it  is  the  same  hy  which  your  hark  is  to 
rejoin  us  at  the  shore,  whither  we  are  now  proceeding.  The 
waters  of  this  river  are  full  as  clear  as  those  in  which 
Alexander  the  Great  was  so  near  losing  his  life,  hut  are  hy  no 
means  reckoned  so  dangerous.  As  their  qualities  were  well 
known,  no  ohjection  was  made  to  the  wish  which  the  Princess 
made  to.  refresh  herself  hy  hathing.  Accordingly,  she  hastened 
into  the  water,  all  covered  with  dust  and  perspiration,  without 
giving  her  attendants  time  to  raise  the  magnificent  pavilion  of 
chintz  emhroidered  with  gold  and  silver,  which  was  usually 
erected  on  these  occasions. 

Her  male  attendants  of  course  withdrew  to  a  considerahle 
distance,  hefore  the  Princess  hegan  to  undress.  There  only 
remained  with  her  two  of  her  principal  ladies  and  four  maids 
of  honour,  who,  hy  the  King's  order,  never  left  her,  hecause 
they  were  the  greatest  talkers  to  he  found  in  all  Astracan. 
.They  followed  their  mistress  into  the  river,  and  having  placed 
themselves  near  her,  the  neighhouring  woods  and  rocks  soon 
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runff  with  such  a  clack,  as  never  was  heard  before,  nor  will  be 
again.  For  mj  own  part  I  am  persuaded,  that  instead  of 
being  induced  to  talk  by  listening  to  these  damsels  (which  was 
her  father's  design  in  placing  them  about  her  person),  the  poor 
Princess,  overpowered  by  their  flux  of  words,  had  made  a  vow 
never  to  open  her  lips,  from  the  fear  of  resembling  them. 

Whether  this  was  the  case  or  not,  it  is  certain  that  the  King 
was  soon  under  the  necessity  of  forming  a  new  household  for 
his  daughter :  for  while  she  was  refreshing  the  loveliest  limbs 
in  the  universe  in  the  most  transparent  and  delicious  of  all  pos- 
sible rivers,  these  chattering  women  began  to  praise  her  beauty, 
all  at  the  same  time.  One  exclaimed,  that  the  god  of  the 
stream  must  needs  be  the  foolishest  fish  that  ever  swam,  to  see 
80  perfect  a  beauty  in  his  bed  without  giving  any  sign  of  his 
being  in  existence.  Another  declared,  that  poor  Jupiter 
must  certainly  be  grown  lamentably  old,  since  he  did  not  think 
it  worth  his  while  to  metamorphose  himself  for  the  sake  of  a 
mortal  more  charming  than  all  the  goddesses  put  together ;  he 
who  had  formerly  transformed  himself  into  bulls  and  swans  in 
honour  of  creatures,  who  would  have  looked  like  so  many  scid- 
lions  by  the  side  of  a  beauty,  who  discovered  through  the  thin 
gauze  (which  formed  her  only  covering)  ten  thousand  charms 
of  the  most  dazzHng  lustre  ! 

It  is  still  a  question  in  dispute,  whether  the  god  of  the  river 
was  out  of  patience  at  their  chattering,  or  the  Deities  of 
Olympus  were  offended  at  their  impertinence  ;  but  whichever 
was  the  case,  it  so  happened,  that  all  on  a  sudden  the  waters 
raised  themselves  to  an  astonishing  height.  Terrified  at  the 
prospect  of  being  drowned,  the  females  hastened  to  regain  the 
bank  ;  when  they  beheld  close  behind  them  a  monster,  whose 
enormous  bulk  occupied  the  whole  space  between  the  opposite 
shores.  In  vain  did  they  endeavour  to  climb  the  nearest  bank, 
though  the  waters  nearly  placed  them  upon  a  level  with  the 
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land :  they  were  carried  away  by  the  impetuosity  of  the 
current,  and  soon  swallowed  np  like  so  many  froga  by  the 
immense  throat  of  the  crooodiley  who  followed  close  behind 
them. 

The  Princess,  who  had  seen  but  too  distinctly  the  tragical 
adventure  of  her  ladies  and  her  maids  of  honour,  had  now  less 
inclination  to  laugh  than  eyer  ;  especially,  as  the  monster,  as 
soon  as  he  had  got  his  teeth  picked  by  a  particular  fish,  who 
follows  him  everywhere  for  that  express  purpose,  made  towards 
her  at  full  speed.  Her  first  intention  was  to  gain  the  nearest 
bank  by  favour  of  the  waves,  which  had  already  made  their 
way  over  it ;  this  point  once  carried,  she  might  easily  seize 
her  bow  and  arrows,  which  lay  at  no  great  distance,  and  defend 
herself  against  the  crocodile's  attacks.  Unluckily,  all  her  male 
attendants,  who  upon  her  preparing  to  bathe  had  withdrawn 
out  of  respect,  were  now  assembled  on  the  banks  of  the  river, 
whither  the  cries  of  the  mifortunate  maids  of  honour  had 
attracted  them  ;  and  the  princess's  modesty  made  her  judge, 
that  it  would  be  by  no  means  becoming  to  expose  herself  to 
their  view,  covered  with  nothing  more  than  a  few  yards  of  wet 
muslin.  In  this  extremity,  she  could  think  of  nothing  better, 
than  to  endeavour  to  escape  from  the  crocodile  by  swimming, 
and  accordingly  she  lost  no  time  in  throwing  off  her  shift, 
which  would  have  embarrassed  her  actions.  She  now  exerted 
herself  to  the  utmost ;  but  as  the  monster  was  but  a  few  yards 
distant  from  her,  her  hopes  of  escaping  were  very  faint,  when 
her  shift  floating  upon  the  water  attracted  his  attention.  In- 
stantly he  seized  it ;  and  as  if  he  had  been  perfectly  satisfied 
with  this  precious  spoil,  he  ceased  to  pursue  the  fair  Princess, 
and  sank  under  the  waters  as  expeditiously  as  he  had  made 
his  appearance. 

The  river,  which  had  overflowed  the  banks,  while  he  occu- 
pied the  bed  of  it,  immediately  reverted  to  its  place  ;  this  made 
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tlie  spectators  conclude,  that  the  monster  would  not  return,,  or 
at  least  not  till  another  time  :  the  Princess,  who  was  now  stark 
naked,  suffered  noth^ig  more  than  her  head  to  he  seen  ahore 
the  water  ;  for  in  consequence  of  what  had  just  happened,  her 
whole  suite  consisted  entirely  of  men,  whom  the  cries  of  the 
poor  ladies  on  heing  swallowed  up  hj  the  crocodile  had  drawn 
thither.  She  made  signs  to  them,  that  they  must  prepare  one 
of  her  magnificent  tents  at  some  little  distance  from  the  riV^r  ; 
and  her  orders  heing  oheyed,  she  again  made  signs,  that  they 
should  withdraw,  and  leave  her  at  liherty  to  quit  the  hath. 
She  soon  reached  the  pavilion ;  and  having  dressed  herself 
(though  without  a  shift),  she  took  her  how  and  arrows,  rejoined 
her  attendants,  and  mounting  her  horse,  repaired  to  the  mag- 
nificent palace,  which  she  had  quitted  that  morning.  In  the 
meanwhile  couriers  were  dispatched  to  the  court,  who  informed 
her  father  of  this  melancholy  adventure. 

The  king  hastened  to  rejoin  her  without  losing  a  moment ; 
he  was  followed  hy  the  whole  court ;  and  hy  day-hreak  the 
next  morning  he  found  himself  in  the  presence  of  a  daughter, 
whom  he  loved  as  dearly  as  his  own  existence  ;  and  for  whom 
the  danger,  from  which  she  had  just  escaped,  seemed  to  have 
redouhled  his  affection.  He  wept  through  joy  while  clasping 
her  to  his  hosom  ;  then  he  fainted  away  through  terror,  on 
hearing  the  description  of  the  crocodile.  That  very  day  he 
insisted  upon  the  Princess's  accompanying  him  to  the  capital, 
lest  the  monster  should  take  it  into  his  head  to  pay  them  a 
second  visit,  and  do  as  much  damage  on  land,  as  he  had 
already  done  in  the  water.  The  rejoicings,  which  took  place 
in  honour  of  the  Princess's  escape,  were  not  universal.  Those 
persons,  who  were  connected  either  by  the  bonds  of  relation- 
ship or  affection  with  the  beauties,  whom  the  monster  had 
swallowed,  were  perfectly  inconsolable  for  their  loss :  the  lovers 
in  particular  besieged  the  king  with  requests,  that  they  might 
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be  pennitted  to  examine  the  borders  and  entironB  of  the  river, 
even  to  its  very  source,  in  hopes  that  an  opportunity  might  be 
found  of  avenging  the  death  of  their  divinities  by  that  of  the 
accursed  crocodile.  At  length  he  gave  his  consent,  having 
first  resolved  to  send  a  body  of  his  best  engineers  to  close  up 
the  mouth  of  the  river  and  prevent  by  strong  embankments  the 
monster's  approaches  ;  at  the  same  time  he  commanded  them 
to  leave  the  access  to  the  sea  open,  lest  instead  of  driving  him 
out  of  his  dominions  he  should  enclose  the  crocodile  within 
them. 

The  adventurous  lovers,  who  formed  an  escort  for  the  engi« 
neers,  marched  in  two  bodies  on  the  opposite  sides  of  the  river, 
and  cursed  their  stars  at  having  already  proceeded  above  half- 
way without  finding  any  vestiges  of  that,  of  which  they  were  in 
search.  At  length  those  who  patrolled  along  the  right  bank, 
arrived  at  a  morass,  which  obliged  them  to  go  considerably  out 
of  the  direct  line  of  march.  At  the  very  moment  when  they 
were  preparing  to  change  their  direction,  they  saw  their  com- 
panions on  the  opposite  shore  precipitate  themselves  into  the 
river.  Casting  their  eyes  on  the  waters,  they  plainly  discovered 
a  piece  of  muslin  floating  there ;  not  doubting  that  this  was 
the  Princess's  shift,  and  that  in  consequence  their  allies  had 
discovered  the  monster's  retreat,  without  loss  of  time  they  fol- 
lowed their  example :  when  the  perfidious  crocodile,  who  lay 
concealed  among  the  reeds,  with  which  the  marsh  was  bor- 
dered, rushed  upon  them,  and  treated  every  one  of  them,  as 
he  had  already  treated  their  relations  and  their  mistresses. 

The  engineers  and  their  workmen,  whose  business  was  not 
distinguishing  themselves  by  actions  of  valour  or  temerity, 
returned  home  just  as  they  came :  if  it  had  not  been  for  them, 
no  one  would  ever  have  known  the  fate  of  these  unfortunate 
adventurers. 

While  the  public  was  employed  in  lamenting  their  loss,  as 
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they  had  already  lamented  that  of  their  deceased  mUtresses, 
intelligence  arriTed,  that  this  eonfotmded  crocodile  no  longer 
kept  any  hounds  in  the  mischief  which  he  committed  :  he  had 
already  laid  waste  hoth  aides  of  the  riyer,  swallowing  up  with- 
out mercy  the  cattle  and  their  herd^sen,  who  (not  haying  yet 
heard  of  this  strange  incident)  continued  to  water  their  flocks 
and  herds  there  as  usual.  In  a  short  time  after,  it  was  per- 
cdyedy  that  there  was  an  alarming  diminution  in  the  city  of 
all  kinds  of  proryisiona,  as  well  as  of  all  those  articles  which 
are  necessary  to  maintain  the  luxury  and  magnificence  of  a 
metropofis^  and  which  were  usually  hrought  thither  by  the 
nyer  from  all  parts  of  the  glohe.  On  inquiry,  it  appeared,  that 
the  monster,  lurking  (as  I  said  before)  among  the  reeds  and 
rushes,  with  a  single  spring  from  the  marsh  into  the  riyer, 
sent  all  the  yessels  full  of  merchandise  to  the  bottom,  where 
the  poor  wretches  on  board  of  them  immediately  became  his 
prey.  It  is  not  ascertained,  whether  he  had  been  told,  that 
women  are  naturally  more  tender  than  men ;  but  it  is  certain, 
that  he  had  quite  another  kind  of  greediness  for  the  fair  sex 
than  for  ours. 

The  King  of  Astracan  was  so  completely  oyercome  by  such 
a  rapid  succession  of  misfortunee,  that  he  scarcely  knew  where 
to  turn  himself :  howeyer,  he  did  not  as  yet  know  the  whole 
extent  of  his  ill-luck. 

The  lovely  Princess,  when  she  quitted  the  capital,  had  no 
less  than  three  hundred  and  seyenty  four  dozen  of  shifts  under 
the  care  of  her  deceased  first  lady  of  the  wardrobe.  At  her 
return,  not  one  of  them  was  to  be  found,  nor  could  she  by  any 
possible  pains  eyer  get  any  more  made  to  suit  her.  After 
ransacking  all  the  shops  both  in  town  and  country,  and  trying 
evety  kind  of  muslin,  cloth  and  linen,  she  was  at  length  obliged 
to  make  up  her  mind  to  wearing  no  shift  at  all,  though  nothing* 
in  the  world  appeared  to  her  more  uncomfortable  :  however. 
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there  was  n6  reaoureiv  for  aU  tlM  new  thifti  wyich  the  tried 
oa,  fteeaned  to  be  bewitcked :  those,  wluck  the  wore  daring  the 
d«j>  took  avraj  her  ^petite,  aad  thote,  which  the  wore  during 
ihe  aight,  would  aot  suffer  her  to  get  a  wink  of  sleep. 

The  Bang,  more  affoeted  by  this  new  distress  of  his  daugh- 
ter's than  bj  all  his  other  afflietioiis  put  together,  thought  that  ia 
this  extremity  nothing  better  could  be  done,  than  to  send  the 
great  ofBoers  of  the  crown  with  magnificent  presents  to  the 
oracle  of  the  Coek. 

The  priestess  of  the  temple  reoeiyed  the  officers  extremely 
wdl,  and  their  presents  still  better :  but  she  infcnrmod  them» 
that  some  time  had  elapsed,  since  the  Cock  set  out  to  pay  a  visit 
to  the  great  Caramoussal,  and  that  it  was  only  in  the  yicinity 
of  Mount  Atlas,  that  they  could  be  satisfied  respecting  those 
matters,  which  they  had  come  to  investigate  in  the  vicinity  of 
Fourchimena. 

Though  the  King  their  master  was  extremely  vexed  at  this 
4elay,  he  kept  up  his  courage  ;  and  only  allowing  them  the 
time  absolutely  necessary  for  making  preparations  for  this 
aecond  journey,  he  dispatched  the  same  ambassadors  with  three 
hundred  elephants  laden  with  presents  of  the  finest  chintz  and 
linens  to  be  found  in  his  dominions.  To  give  the  embassy  a 
still  greater  interest  in  the  eyes  of  the  enchanter  Caramoussal, 
he  caused  it  to  be  accompanied  by  his  own  band  of  musicians  ; 
though  (as  those  say,  who  have  heard  them)  these  same  musi* 
cians  are  more  likely  to  turn  the  heads  of  those  who  are  not 
accustomed  to.  them,  than  to  afford  them  any  entertainment. 

I  was  on  the  point,  said  the  Prince  of  Trebiionde,  of 
telling  him,  that  I  could  speak  from  my  own  knowledge  on  this 
subject ;  but  my  companion  did  not  give  me  time,  continuing 
his  discourse  as  follows :-— - 

The  Satraps  of  Astracan,  said  the  Knight  of  the  Awl,, 
set  forward  with  their  bales  of  chints,  their  three  hundred 
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elepbants,  and  the  same  number  of  monkies.  Thej  skirted 
along  the  boundaries  of  the  Taurican  Chersonesus,  trayersed 
the  two  Annenias,  and  at  length  arrived  at  a  forest,  where 
thej  were  yerj  near  being  deprived  of  a  great  part  of  the 
presents  committed  to  their  care*  I  already  informed  jou,  that 
the  three  hundred  elephants  carried  immense  bales  of  the  most 
beautiful  chintz  that  the  universe  could  furnish  :  on  the  top  of 
each  of  these  packets  was  placed  a  monkey ;  though  what  the 
King  their  master  imagined,  the  wise  Oaramoussal  could  pos- 
sibly do  with  three  hundred  monkeys  is  more  than  I  can  tell 
you*  However,  whatever  were  his  motives,  he  had  commanded 
his  Satraps  above  all  things  to  be  careful  not  to  lose  a  single 
monkey  by  the  way* 

The  forest,  which  it  was  necessary  to  traverse  in  order  to 
reach  the  place  of  their  destination,  was  so  full  of  deer,  hares, 
and  other  beasts  of  chace,  that  they  were  obliged  to  have 
recourse  to  their  music  for  the  purpose  of  obtaining  a  passage. 
No  sooner  did  the  band  strike  up,  than  the  animals  scampered 
away  on  all  sides,  and  vanished  in  a  moment,  to  all  appearance 
more  alarmed  than  if  all  the  hounds  and  huntsmen  in  the 
universe  had  been  hard  a^  their  heels.  However,  this  first 
success  was  shortly  after  very  near  producing  the  greatest  of  all 
possible  disasters,  by  procuring  for  them  an  entrance  into  the 
forest ;  for  no  sooner  were  they  in  the  midst  of  it  (the  trees 
being  all  either  apple,  walnut,  or  almonds)  than  the  monkeys, 
who  from  the  backs  of  their  elephants  required  only  a  single 
spring  to  reach  the  very  topmost  branches,  as  if  by  general 
consent,  skipped  away  in  a  moment. 

One  of  them  alone  remained  behind,  a  baboon,  the  most 
noble  in  his  manners,  and  the  most  elegant  in  his  shape  of  all 
baboons,  past,  present,  and  to  come  I  Unfortunately,  he  was 
BO  melancholy  in  his  disposition,  that  during  the  journey  the 
Satraps  could  not  occasionally  refrain  from  tears  at  contem-^ 
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plating  toe  sadness,  in  which  he  appeared  to  be  plunged.  Far 
from  skipping  about,  and  imitating  the  tricks  and  gambols  of  his 
companions,  he  passed  the  greatest  part  of  his  time  in  reading: 
if  he  was  interrupted  by  any  accident,  immediately  he  was 
observed  to  recline  his  head  upon  one  of  his  paws^  ^nk  into  a 
profound  reverie,  and  then  suddenly  cross  his  arms  upon  his 
breast,  raise  his  eyes  to  heaven,  heave  the  deepest  sighs,  and 
shed  such  showers  of  tears,  that  the  spectators  found  it  impos* 
sible  not  to  keep  him  company* 

He  had  quietly  resumed  his  book,  as  he  reposed  upon  his 
elephant,  while  his  companions  scampered  about  the  forest, 
making  such  a  noise  and  uproar,  that  all  within  hearing  were 
ready  to  go  distracted.  The  caravan  was  obliged  to  halt 
during  three  whole  days,  for  the  purpose  of  re-assembling 
them :  nor  could  they  be  persuaded  to  quit  the  trees,  till  they 
were  perfectly  glutted  with  all  kinds  of  fruit«  After  all,  the 
whole  number  did  not  return,  for  three  died  of  an  indigestion 
produced  by  eating  too  many  almonds,  and  in  a  few  days  after* 
wards  the  gripes  carried  off  three  more,  who  had  stuffed  them- 
selves with  green  apples.  In  this  emergency,  all  that  the 
ambassadors  could  do,  was  to  flay  them,  and  stuff  their  skins 
with  straw,  in  order  that  the  number  might  be  complete, 
which  the  king  had  charged  them  to  present  to  the  celebrated 
CaramouBsal. 

As  soon  as  they  reached  the  foot  of  the  mountain,  a  courier 
was  dispatched  to  give  notice  of  their  arrival,  and  to  inquire, 
whether  the  Enchanter  wished  them  and  their  whole  equipage 
to  set  forward  for  his  dwelling  ;  or  whether  he  preferred  their 
making  the  caravan  encamp  in  the  neighbourhood,  till  he 
should  issue  his  commands  respecting  the  manner  in  which  he 
chose  to  receive  the  presents,  with  which  they  were  entrusted. 

At  the  end  of  three  days  the  courier  returned,  and  informed 
tbem,  that  Caramoussal  was  not  to  be  foimd  at  the  place,  which 
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lie  usually  inhabiied :  he  was  in  retirement  at  ihe  yerj  summit 
of  Mount  Atlas,  a  situation  perfectly  inaccessible  to  all  of  them, 
except  the  monkeys  :  he  eon(duded  by  saying,  that  he  tiiought  it 
necessary  to  mc^Le  thus  much  known  to  th^m  as  soon  as  possible^ 
in  order  that  they  might  determine  an  their  {»t>ceedings. 

Xrpon  hearing  this,  the  ambassadors  ^solved  to  leave  th« 
presents  imder  the  care  of  their  attendants  at  the  foot  t^  the 
mountain,  and  to  i^dea?our  to  reach,  as  well  as  they  could,  th« 
place  whither  the  Enchanter  was  siq>posed  to  have  withdrawn. 

They  travelled  during  a  whole  fortnight,  always  going  higher 
and  higher  by  ^e  most  difficult  road  that  ever  was  known,  witlir 
out  finding  any  thing  but  rocks  and  precipices*  At  length, 
after  having  bestowed  many  a  hearty  curse  upon  the  crocodile^ 
who  was  the  occasion  of  giving  them  all  this  trouble,  as  well 
as  upon  his  Majesty's  preference  whicb  had  caused  him  to 
•elect  them  for  this  honourable  employment :  at  length,  I  sa}' , 
they  perceived  the  road  to  become  less  difficult  and  dangerous, 
though  they  still  continued  to  ascend*  Here  and  there  they 
found  little  Tallies  watered  by  deli^tful  streams,  whose  banks 
were  embellished  by  a  profusion  of  wild  flowers.  Arriving  stiM 
higher,  they  observed  birds  of  a  kind  perfectly  unknown  to 
them,  and  even  small  pavilions  were  scattered  about  in  various 
places.  At  the  distance  of  six  hundred  furlongs  more,  they 
found  that  there  was  no  means  of  mounting  higher ;  and  here 
it  was,  when  they  could  see  nodiing  above  l^embutthe  clouds, 
;that  they  encountered  the  fco'-famed  Oaramoussal. 

He  came  from  a  pavilion  considerably  larger  than  thdse 
^hich  they  had  observed  by  the  way :  on  one  side  it  was  shaded 
by  an  innumeraWe  qwmtitj  of  orange  tree.,  and  Burrounded  on 
the  other  by  various  machines  sustaining  quadrants,  tdiescopes* 
and  all  kinds  of  instruments,  which  are  used  in  contemplating 
the  movements  of  the  stars*  He  was  followed  from  the 
pavilion  by  a  man,  whose  arm  was  supported  hj  a  scarf.  As  this 
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ambassadors  were  evidently  in  donbt,  wfaicli  of  the  two  was  the 
person  of  whom  they  were  in  search,  the  Enchanter  advanced 
towards  them,  and  inquired  very  politely,  what  the  great  King 
cf  A&tracan  desired  of  Oaramoussal  ?  On  hearing  this,  thej 
prostrated  themselves  before  him,  as  if  he  had  been  some  divi- 
nity ;  for  his  appearance  inspired  them  with  qnite  another  kind 
of  reverence  from  that  which  the  report  of  him  had  prepared 
them  to  conceive.  They  expected  to  seethe  hideous  ferm  of  a 
sorcerer,  or  at  best  some  old  man  with  a  long  beard,  and  bent 
double  by  extreme  decrepitude.  Consequently,  they  were 
greatiy  surprised  to  see  a  tall  personage,  who,  though  Bome»> 
what  upon  the  decline  of  life,  had  still  a  most  noble  air  and 
majestic  figure,  which  was  displayed  to  considerable  advantage 
by  ^e  magnificence  of  his  habit. 

^e  immediately  caused  them  to  rise  ;  after  which  they  dis* 
dosed  their  business,  explained  the  nature  of  those  misfortunes 
respecting  which  they  came  to  consult  him,  and  finished  by 
enumerating  the  presents  which  they  were  commissioned  to 
lay  at  his  feet. 

After  listening  to  them  attentively,  he  conducted  them,  b&- 
fare  he  gave  any  .nswer,  to  a  part  of  the  mountaia  whence  the 
ocean  was  visible,  and  whence  indeed  the  whole  earth  would 
have  been  visible  if  human  eyesight  could  have  stretched  itself 
80  far.  They  were  quite  terrified  at  the  prodigious  height  at 
wHch  they  perceived  themselves  ;  the  islands  which  rose  abov« 
the  sea  appeared  like  little  black  spots,  and  the  largest  vessels 
like  so  many  floating  atoips.  It  was  now  that  the  Enchanter 
addressed  to  them  the  following  discourse : — 

*<I  am  far  from  being  what  I  am  believed  to  be  by  the 
greatest  part  of  those  who  only  know  me  by  a  reputation, 
which  I  c^iainly  by  no  means  deserve  to  have  obtained.  It  is 
txue  that  long  reflections,  continual  speculation,  and  perhaps 
the  proximity  of  the  celestial  bodies,  have  enabled  me  to  acquire 
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great  insight  into  whatever  is  most  infallible  in  astrology.  I 
will  eren  allow  that  there  is  less  certainty  in  the  answers 
returned  by  most  oracles  than  in  my  conjectures  and  predic* 
tions.  Respecting  that  of  the  Cock  from  whom  they  have 
referred  you  to  me,  or  rather  whom  you  have  been  adyised  to 
seek  in  my  abode,  his  divinity  is  henceforward  out  of  the  quea* 
tion ;  other  cares  and  other  occupations  engage  his  attention. 

"  Observe,'*  continued  he,  **  the  distance  between  the  place 
which  we  now  occupy,  and  the  billows  which  break  against  the 
mountain's  base.  If  the  kingj  your  master,  could  collect  three 
certain  spinning-wheels  which  are  dispersed  about  the  world» 
he  might  then  possibly  obtain  a  cord  long  enough  to  reach  the 
surface  of  the  ocean  from  the  summit  of  Mount  Atlas,  on  which 
we  now  stand.  This  accomplished,  he  would  enjoy  the  com« 
pletion  of  all  his  wishes.  The  monster  would  disappear  for 
ever ;  the  Princess  would  laugh  and  talk  ;  and  these  spinning* 
wheels  would  spin  for  her  a  shift  even  finer  than  that  which 
she  has  lost,  and  which  she  might  wear  without  danger  to 
either  her  appetite  by  day,  or  her  repose  by  night.  But  as  it 
is  impossible  that  the  King  of  Astracan  should  ever  possess 
these  enchanted  spinning-wheels  all  at  the  same  time,- listen  to 
the  advice  which  I  shall  now  give  him,  in  order  that  he  may 
preserve  his  territories  from  total  desolation,  and  may  give  the 
most  lovely  Princess  in  the  world  the  only  thing  which  she 
wants  to  render  her  the  happiest  and  most  accomplished.  Let 
him  publish  everywhere,  that  whoever  can  vanquish  the  croco* 
dile,  or  make  his  daughter  laugh,  shall  be  rewarded  either  with 
the  hand  of  the  adorable  Moussellina,  together  with  the  king^ 
dom  of  Astracan,  or  with  the  whole  strength  and  power  of  the 
king,  her  father,  to  enable  him  to  complete  any  other  conquest 
which  he  may  have  in  contemplation.  Should  the  adventurers 
fail  in  making  the  Princess  laugh,  they  may  still  be  permitted 
to  encounter  the  monster;  for  whether  they  begin  by  the 


.    THE  FOUR  FACABDINS.  105 

monster  or  by  the  Princess  is  a  matter  of  absolute  indifference. 
All  persons,  of  whatever  rank  or  appearance,  mast  be  allowed 
access  to  the  lady  ;  and  once  in  two  years  she  must  not  fail  to 
make  a  journey  of  a  couple  of  months  for  the  purpose  of  ex- 
hibiting her  divine  beauties  in  the  different  provinces  contiguous 
to  the  dominions  of  the  King,  her  father*  Now,  then,  farewell, 
illustrious  Satraps,'*  continued  he,  <' restore  to  the  sovereign 
who  sent  you  the  magnificent  present  with  which  he  has 
thought  proper  to  honour  me.  Caramoussal  desires  no  other 
reward  for  the  services  which  he  performs  than  the  pleasure  of 
having  rendered  them," 

*'  But  suppose,"  inquired  his  companion,  who  carried  his  arm 
in  a  scarf — ''suppose  the  bow  and  arrows  should  be  among 
their  presents,  or  in  the  possession  of  their  attendants  ?  " 

The  ambassadors,  who  had  paid  no  attention  to  him  till  he 
made  this  speech,  now  cast  their  eyes  upon  him,  and  were 
struck  all  on  a  heap  at  beholding  a  mouth  so  prodigiously  large« 
that,  in  point  of  enormity,  that  of  the  royal  Fortimbrass  could 
not  possibly  exceed  it.  Caramoussal,  without  attending  to  their 
astonishment,  prevented  the  protestations  which  they  were 
going  to  make,  "  that  they  did  not  possess  a  single  bow  and 
arrow  in  the  whole  equipage,"  by  addressing  himself  as  follows 
to  the  stranger  with  the  wide  mouth  and  his  arm  in  a  scarf : — 

*'  It  is  not  so  near  this  place,"  said  he,  **  that  you  can  hope 
to  find  the  arms  which  you  mention," 

He  then  took  leave  of  the  ambassadors,  who  rejoined  the 
caravan  in  much  less  time  and  with  much  less  trouble  than  it 
had  cost  them  to  obtain  a  sight  of  the  great  Caramoussal.  As 
they  had  been  absent  for  a  considerable  time,  they  ran  over 
the  list  of  their  elephants,  their  monkeys,  and  their  bales  of 
chmtz.  The  numbers  were  found  to  be  complete,  with  the 
exception  of  the  melancholy  monkey,  who,  within  the  last 
week,  had  disappeared,  though  in  what  manner  those  who  had 
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Deen  left  to  take  eare  of  the  baggc^ge  wore  unable  to  saj ; 
neither  was  it  posnble  to  obtain  any  tidings  of  him,  in  spite  of 
all  the  researches  which  they  made  in  the  neighbourhood.  The 
Satraps  were  much  grieved  at  his  loss,  and  still  more  at  not 
having  been  at  least  able  to  find  hie  carcase,  in  order  that 
4hey  might  have  stuffed  it,  as  they  had  done  those  of  his  six 
companions.  However,  there  was  no  remedy*  and  they  set 
forward  upon  their  journey  homeward. 

On  the  sixth  day,  after  going  considerably  out  of  their  way, 
in  order  to  avoid  tiie  wood  so  fatal  to  their  monkeys,  an  adven^ 
ture  took  place,  which  at  first  embarrassed  them  extremely^ 
though  it  terminated  very  much  to  thdr  satisfaotion.  They 
|>erc<$ived  at  a  distance  several  camels  escorted  by  a  body  of 
men'  well  armed.  As  the  chiefs  of  the  party  seemed  to  be 
persons  of  consequence,  and  as  they  concluded  that  camels  so 
carefiflly  guarded  must  needs  be  loaded  with  something  fiingular 
or.  precious,  as  soon  as  they  were  near  enough  to  be  heard  they 
ordered  the  music  to  strike  up  in  honour  of  the  strangers.  No 
sooner  did  this  infernal  concert  begin,  than  its  effect  was  visible 
^n  every  man  and  beast  eimong  those  for  whom  this  compUment 
was  intended.  Above  all,  the  camels  flounced,  kicked,  and 
capered  as  if  they  were  craey,  and  threw  the  whole  caravan  into 
confusion.  In  their  extreme  agitation  they  threw  off  their 
loads,  and  these  in  falling  burst  open  the  cases  of  certain  lions 
and  tigers,  whose  appearance  was  by  no  means  agreeable  to  the 
serenaders,  for  they  came  right  towards  them,  and  some  of  the 
musicians  paid  with  their  lives  for  wanting  agility  in  making 
their  escape. 

The  elephants,  however,  behaved  extremely  well  on  this 
occasion,  and  the  monkeys  extremely  iH;  for  while  the  first 
kept  off  the  wild  beasts  with  their  trunks,  the  second  rent  the 
air  with  screams  of  terror,  and  dirtied  all  the  bales  of  chintz  on 
which  they  were  jetting.    It  was  at  this  moment  that  the  pride 
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of  all  tiie  monlsejs  in  tbe  world  appeared  from  behind  the  comer 
of  a  rock,  which  had  hitherto  concealed  him,  and  aBtonished  all 
the  Satraps  by  his  unhoped-for  arrival.  He  was  armed  with  i^ 
bow  and  arrows.  He  selected  one  for  each  wild  beast,  and  with 
an  unerring  aim  pierced  their  hearts,  one  after  another.  AA 
soon  as  he  saw  them  all  stretched  upon  the  earth  he  quietly  drew 
out  his  arrows,  saluted  the  Satraps,  and  then  vanished  among 
the  rocks  which  bordered  the  plain  as  suddenly  as  he  had  made 
his  appearance. 

In  what  manner  the  ambassadors,  and  the  escort  of  the  lions 
and  tigers  separated,  I  am  not  informed.  But  it  is  certain, 
that  the  former,  on  their  arrival  at  the  court  of  Astracan, 
having  delivered  to  their  master  the  answer  and  advice  of  the 
great  Caramoussal,  the  king,  under  the  sanction  of  his  counsel 
and  with  the  consent  of  his  daughter,  caused  to  be  published 
everywhere  the  conditions,  on  ^hich  all  adventurers  were  per- 
mitted to  enter  the  lists  and  aspire  to  the  possession  of  the 
most  beautiful  Princess  imder  heaven,  and  one  of  the  most 
powerful  kingdoms  upon  earth. 

Since  this  publication.  Fame  has  carried  the  report  of  the 
Princesses  beauty  further  than  even  the  danger  and  singularity 
of  the  two  adventures,  by  which  her  favour  is  to  be  obtained. 
She  has  not  failed  to  visit  all  the  neighbouring  provinces  by 
turns  during  a  journey,  which  she  makes  yearly  for  two  or 
three  months.  All  who  have  seen  her,  either  during  her 
travels,  or  at  her  f&ther's  court,  have  found  her  beauty  greatly 
to  exceed  its  reputation;  and  the  greatest  part  of  them, 
seduced  by  the  splendour  of  her  charms  and  by  expectations 
80  brilliant,  have  endeavoured  but  in  vain  to  fulfil  the  required 
conditions.  Such,  noble  stranger,  added  the  Enight  of  the 
Awl ;  **  such  is  the  occasion  of  our  being  assembled  here, 
and  such  is  the  adventure,  which  your  word  binds  you  to 
attempt. 
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At  the  conclusion  of  this  narratiye  we  found  ourselves  on 
the  banks  of  the  river,  where  my  eyes  were  astonished  by  the 
most  singular  and  magnificent  sight,  that  I  ever  beheld. 

But  the  remainder  of  the  Prince  of  Trebizonde's  adventures 
may  as  well  be  deferred,  till  you  read  the  second  part  of  these 
memoirs* 
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PART   II. 

"  And  by  and  by  tbe  second  course 
Comet  lagging  like  a  distanced  hoxse." 

SoAMi  Jbkthv. 

*'  I  INFORMED  jOTir  majestj/'  continued  Facardin  of  the 
Crystal  Rock,  (for  such  was  the  title  assumed  by  him  upon 
delivering  CrystaUina  the  Curious),  **  I  informed  your  majesty, 
that  on  the  hanks  of  the  river  I  was  destined  to  behold  a  sight, 
the  most  singular  and  magnificent :  but  upon  recollection  it 
strikes  me,  that  it  may  possibly  make  my  narrative  more  Intel- 
ligible,  if,  before  I  describe  the  nature  of  that  sight,  I  relate 
the  events  which  occurred  previously." 

*'  I  am  quite  of  your  opinion,*'  replied  the  Sultan,  **  and 
give  you  great  credit  for  the  idea,  which  is  equally  novel  and 
just.  Proceed  therefore  in  your  own  way ;  hitherto  your 
adventures  have  amused  me  much,  and  I  shall  be  delighted 
to  hear  the  conclusion  of  them." 

*'  And  so  shall  I  with  all  my  soul !  "  exclaimed  Dinarzade  ; 
''  but  I  fear,  there  are  as  yet  but  little  hopes  of  such  a  blessing* 
However,  go  on.  Prince  Facardin,  since  his  Sublime  Highness 
win  have  it  so  ;  but  for  the  love  of  the  prophet,  make  as  much 
haste  as  you  can." 

The  Sultan  here  gave  the  divine  Scherazade  a  slight  kick  to 
wake  her ;  for  during  the  history  of  the  Princess  of  Astracan 
she  had  fallen  fast  asleep,  and  was  snoring  as  loud,  as  if  her 
life  had  depended  upon  it.     Though  not  over  pleased  at  the 
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interruption  of  her  slumbers,  she  was  prudent  enough  to 
restrain  her  anger  ;  well  knowing  from  the  temper  of  her  illus- 
trious husband,  that  if  she  did  not  keep  her  tongue  between 
her  teeth,  she  possibly  might  not  long  keep  her  head  between 
her  shoulders.  The  Sultan  was  going  to  recapitulate  the  latter 
adventures  for  her  information  ;  but  Scherazade  requested  him 
not  to  give  himself  that  trouble,  assuring  him^  that  she  was  as 
perfectly  free  from  the  curiosity,  as  from  the  other  defects  of 
Crystallina.  Schahriar  (I  know  not  why,  for  he  never  thought 
proper  to  tell  me)  seldom  heard  this  lady's  name  mentioned 
without  giving  some  token  of  displeasure ;  he  immediately 
turned  his  back  towards  his  beautiful  Sultana,  and  ordered 
Faoardin  to  proceed  with  his  history,  which  he  did  in  the  fol- 
lowing terms. 


CONTINUATION  OF  THE  HISTORY  OP  THE  PRINCE  OF 

TREBIZONDE. 

I  was  very  much  prepossessed  in  favour  of  my  new  com- 
panion by  his  noble  countenance  and  graceful  deportment : 
that  prepossession  was  confirmed  by  the  amusement  afforded' 
me  by  his  conversation,  and  by  a  peculiar  maiiner  of  expressing 
himself,  which  gave  value  to  the  most  insignificant  trifles.  I 
listened  to  him  with  inexpressible  pleasure,  and  thought,  that 
the  charms  of  his  natural  eloquence  were  not  a  little  set  off  bj 
d  set  of  the  whitest  teeth  that  I  ever  beheld.  Being  naturaMjjf 
Cpen  and  conversible,  I  soon  gave  him  to  understand  th&t  ^2 
felt  interested  in  his  fate  ;  and  finding,  that  our  sentiments  of 
Esteem  were  mutual,  we  vowed  upon  the  spot  eternal  friend- 
ship, and  promised  to  communicate  our  adventures  to  one 
another  with  the  very  first  opportunity,  I  shall  not  fail  to 
«&count  them  to  your  exalted  Majesty  in  their  proper  place. 
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(The  impatient  Dinanade  gare  a  deep  groan  on  hearing  thia 
promise  ;  but  the  speaker  paid  her  no  aorl  of  attention.) 

Such  discourse  (continned  he)  eonducted  na  to  the  banks  of 
the  riyer,  where  an  infinite  number  of  pafiUons  formed  of  thtt' 
riehest  and  most  beautiful  ohints»  informed  ua»  that  the  Princess 
MouBsdlina  was  aheady  arrived.  In  spite  of  the  numeroua 
company  in  which  I  found  myself,  (of  which  certainly  not  a 
member  seemed  to  hare  met  with  a  more  fashionable  tailor 
than  myself,)  I  eould  not  help  feeling  rather  embarrassed  at 
the  idea  of  appearing  thus  singularly  accoutred  before  so  illus- 
trious an  assembly.  The  attendants  of  the  Princess,  as  I  had 
already  been  informed,  consisted  of  the  principal  Satraps  and 
most  distinguished  characters  of  the  court  of  Astracan  ;  and  as 
I  haye  remarked,  that  people  of  the  highest  rank  are  generally 
people  of  the  worst  manners,  I  made  no  doubt,  that  I  should 
be  ridiculed  most  intolerably.  In  this  I  was  mistaken :  the 
deliverance  of  their  mistress  from  her  tedious  gravity  was  a 
point  of  too  much  consequence  to  permit  her  attendants  to  be 
merry  on  the  subject.  On  the  contraiy,  ihey  loaded  us  with 
compliments  upon  the  extreme  absurdity  of  our  appearance  ; 
and  I  could  perceive,  that  my  companions  were  as  much 
delighted  to  be  thought  ridiculous  upon  ikis  occasion,  as  they 
would  have  been  o£Eended  upon  any  other ;  such  is  the  influence 
of  circumstances. 

I  must  not,  however,  omit  to  mention,  that  the  Knight  with 
Awl  did  not  participate  in  this  delight.  Absorbed  in  pro* 
melancholy,  it  seined  scarcely  a  less  difficult  task  to 
him  smile,  than  the  Princess.  Yet  his  conversation  was 
so  lively  and  entertaining,  that  being  naturally  addicted  to 
gaiety,  I  was  frequently  ready  to  <He  with  laughter.  Not  so 
my  companion  ;  while  he  amused  all  around  him,  his  own 
countenance  remained  perfectly  unaltered  ;  he  uttered  a  h<m^ 
moty  as  if  he  was  announcing  some  misfortune,  and  whenever 
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he  fayoured  us  wit^  an  epigram  impromptu,  I  always  expected 
to  hear  a  funeral  oration. 

I  could  not  help  remarking  to  him  the  inconsistency  of  his 
conduct: — ''Your  business  here/'  slud  I,  "is  to  make  the 
Princess  laugh  :  instead  of  which,  if  she  has  but  one  grain  of 
sensibility  in  her  whole  composition^  the  moment  that  she  be-* 
holds  yotty  she  will  burst  into  a  flood  of  tears.  I  doubt  not» 
that  the  gloomy  melancholy,  in  which  you  are  absorbed,  is 
occasioned  by  your  lore  for  Moussellina,  and  by  your  fear  of 
being  compelled  to  resign  her  perfections  to  some  rival :  but 
however  such  proofs  of  your  inward  attachment  may  flatter  the 
vanity  of  that  lady's  bosom,  they  are  by  no  means  likely  to 
operate  upon  the  muscles  of  her  face." 

**  You  are  not  the  first  by  many,"  replied  my  new  friend, 
*'  who  has  made  the  same  remark ;  and  I  own,  I  have  but  little 
hope  of  succeeding  in  the  first  mentioned  adventure.  As  far 
as  regards  myself,  I  doubt  not,  that  the  Princess  will  look  all 
her  life,  as  if  she  were  an  undertaker's  apprentice  :  however^ 
if  I  cannot  make  the  lady  laugh,  I  hope  at  least  to  make  the 
crocodile  cry,  and  that  will  answer  my  purpose  just  as  well." 

♦*But,"  said  I,  interrupting  him,  "are  you  not  desirous 
yourself,  that  Moussellina  should  get  rid  of  a  little  of  her  ever, 
lasting  gravity  ?  Why,  your  marriage  ceremony  will  resemble 
the  nuptials  of  a  couple  of  screech-owls  !  Your  contract  will 
be  dripping  wet  with  the  Notary's  tears,  and  the  Mufti  will  not 
be  able  to  read  the  service  for  sobbing  !  " 

"  You  have  guessed  right,"  rejoined  the  stranger,  ''  in 
posing  the  cause  of  my  melancholy  to  be  love,  but  you  iliQ^ 
mistaken  its  object.  My  intention  is  not  to  obtain  the  hand  oi 
the  Princess  in  marriage^  but  to  purchase  for  myself  a  claim  to 
the  king  of  Astracan  s  assistance,  and  for  my  brother  the  pos*^ 
session  of  a  woman,  whom  he  loves  most  ardently.  Yet  evea 
should  my  hopes  be  crowned  with  success,  how  shall  I  then 
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proceed  to  obtain  the  object  of  my  dearest  wishes  ?  Where 
shall  1  seek,  what  I  never  yet  have  fonnd  ?  How  shall  I  find 
her,  whom  I  neyer  yet  have  lost  ?  And  how,  oh  !  how  shall  I 
join  my  existence  to  that  of  a  fair-one,  who  perhaps  neyer  had 
any  existence  at  aU  ?  " 

These  questions  were  much  too  difficult  for  me  to  answer ; 
and  the  stranger  having  sunk  into  a  profoimd  reverie,  I  forbore 
to  interrupt  him.  We  therefore  proceeded  in  silence  towards 
the  tent,  which  was  prepared  for  the  reception  of  all  those 
adventurers,  who  aspired  to  the  conquest  of  Moussellina's 
gravity.  The  time  appointed  for  this  trial  (as  I  was  informed 
by  one  of  the  satraps  our  conductors,  with  whom,  in  order  not 
to  remain  quite  idle,  I  entered  into  conversation  on  dismoimt- 
ing  from  my  horse,)  was  still  at  the  distance  of  four  days, 
when  also  the  two  months  appropriated  for  Mou6sellina*s 
absence  from  Astracan  would  be  completed ;  after  which 
(should  no  one  have  succeeded  in  the  adventure)  she  would 
return  to  her  father's  as  solemn  as  ever,  and  leave  the  croco- 
dile to  pursue  his  riots  undisturbed. 

The  tent  to  which  we  were  conducted,  occupied  at  least  half 
a  square  mile  ;  it  was  separated  into  a  multitude  of  apartments 
by  panels  of  painted  chintz  inclosed  within  frames  of  massive 
gold.  1  remarked,  that  all  the  figures,  which  adorned  these 
lingular  walls,  were  pourtrayed  in  the  most  ludicrous  attitudes, 
jjid  represented  in  the  act  of  laughing  heartily,  doubtless  from 
of  inspiring  the  princess  with  an  inclination  to  imitate 
In  my  own  mind,  (but  I  took  care  to  keep  my  opinion 
If,)  I  was  decided,  that  his  Astracanical  majesty  had 
judged  ill  on  this  point ;  for  the  faces  made  by  these  merry 
iigures  were  so  distorted,  that  it  was  very  unlikely,  that  his 
daughter  would  wish  to  resemble  them  :  not  to  mention,  that 
as  some  of  them  were  represented  in  the  act  of  standing  on 
their  heads,  it  might  possibly  not  have  been  thought  quite 
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eonsietent  with  her  Royal  Highnefls's  dignity  to  appear  in,  a 
similar  situation. 

Each  of  the  pretenders  to  Moassellina*8  hand  (for  the  satrc^ 
insisted  upon  reckoning  me  among  these  merry  rivals,)  was  con^ 
ducted  to  a  separate  apartment :  to  my  infinite  satisfaction  I 
found,  that  the  lodging  of  my  new  friend- was  appointed  next  to 
my  own.    My  conductor,  haying  ushered  me  into  my  chibnher, 
opened  a  wardrobe  well  stored  with  rob^s,  turbans,  and  oth^ 
iirticles  of  dress.     He  then  informed  me»  that  as  the  grand 
trial  would  not  take  place  for  some  days,  I  had  better  not  throw 
away  the  advantage  of  novelty  ;  but  laying  aside  for  the  pre- 
sent the  laudable  absurdity  of  my  appearance,  he  advised  me 
to  make  a  choice  among  the  various  garments,  with  which  he 
then  presented  me.     I  lost  no  time  in  following  his  advice  : 
and  while  I  exchanged  my  bed-gown  for  a  magnificent  robe  of 
silver  tissue,  I  informed  the  satrap,  that  I  by  no  means  aspired 
to  the  hand  of  his  mistroFs  ;  that  I  would  make  faces  before 
her  with  all  my  heart  and  soul,  and  might  and  main,  if  mj 
doing  so  could  be  of  tho  least  use  to  her,  or  her  illustrious 
father :  and  that  it  was  so  long  since  I  had  met  with  anything 
of  the  kind,  that  I  shotild  think  killing  the  crocodile  an  ex«- 
tremely  good  morning's  entertainment :  but  as  for  the  Princess 
herself,  I  begged  leave  to  declare  with  all  possible  respect, 
that  it  was  exactly  the  sai^e  thbg  to  me,  whom  she  mM-ried^ 
or  whom  she  refused. 

"  Upon  my  word,  Princ^t,"  interrupted  Dinarzade,  in 
equally  expressive. (^  angi  r  and  contempt,  ^*  you  are  s 
indifferent  about  women  !  " 

"  By  no  means  strargely,"  answered  the  Prince  with  a 
smile  ;  **  nothing  can  b«>  more  natural.  Kay,  1  will  even  own 
to  you,  that  there  is  bii\  one  woman  in  the  world,  of  whom  I 
have  a  very  high  opinio^f  and  she  is  •  .  .  •" 

*\ For  the  love  of  luaven^  who  is  she? "  cried  Dinarsade 
eagerly. 
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**  A  perfect  sIrftQger  to  yoo/'  rejoined  th«  Priiioe,  '<  and  I 
BMaa  t^t  sh«  Bhould  remain  »o :  but  more  of  tlus  kereafter ; 
»t  preieBt  I  rMaine  my  oarratiTa.*' 

I  wa0  just  fioiabiog  my  drew  (aad  doubtleM  my  ooBipamoiiJi 
were  employed  in  the  same  maimer,)  when  Crystalliaa  Ixounoed 
jate  my  room  witboat  oeremony.  She  seemed  greatly  agitated^ 
luul  very  soon  poured  ioeih  such  a  torrent  cS  words,  as  made 
the  aitonished  satrap's  earn  ring  again.  She  insisted  upon 
Jier  right  to  be  presented  to  the  Princess,  and  ordered  the 
aatr^  to  eondoet  her  to  the  royal  tent  without  delay.  The 
lord  ehambwlain  being  sent  for  to  decide  the  difficult  que«« 
tion,  ''  whether  as  the  wife  of  a  Genius  she  was  entitled  to  an 
0H$r^aX  court,"  he  immediatoly  decided  it  a^^ainat  her ;  assur* 
ing  her,  that  no  Genius,  or  any  (me  belonging  to  a  Genius, 
was  permitted  to  remain  in  the  kmgdom  of  Astracan. 

*^  For  my  own  part,'*  continued  his  lordship,  "  I  was  for* 
tunately  bom  with  a  natural  antipathy  to  Geniuses  of  all 
kinds.  I  thank  my  stars  I  never  saw  more  than  one  in  my 
life ;  and  though  he  was  an  extremely  dull  one,  he  still  con-r 
trived  to  make  such  a  disturbance  in  the  court  of  Ispahan,  that 
the  king  swore  by  the  poppy-c<doured  whiskers  of  Mahomet's 
fifth  wife  (his  most  solemn  and  irrerocable  oath),  that  in  future 
no  Genius  should  dare  to  smell  roast  meat  in  his  dominions. 
You  see,  therefore,  my  dearest  madam,"  added  his  Excellency, 
shrugging  his  shoulders  in  the  most  fashionable  manner,  and 
'^MMrittg  to  the  very  ground ;  **  you  see  that  it  is  quite  impossible 
•  jkbr  me  to  oUige  you.  I  am  absolutely  in  despair  et  my  refusal ; 
biut  I  trust  the  reasons  which  I  have  done  myself  the  honour 
of  laying  before  you  will  be  found  equally  strong  and  satis- 
lactory." 

Orystallina,  dying  with  curiosity  to  see  this  much  celebrated 
Princess,  answered  the  chamberlain  with  vehemence  so  audible, 
that  it  so<»i  drew  i^  erovd  of  listoners  around  her.    But  in  vain 

i2 


116  COUNT  Hamilton's  tales. 

did  she  talk  herself  hoarse  in  explaining,  that  though  married  to 
a  Genius,  she  was  anything  but  a  Genius  herself:  the  chamberlain 
was  obstinate,  and  she  could  obtain  nothing  further  from  him 
than  an  admission  *'  that  though  she  might  yery  possibly  be  no 
Genius,  she  certunly  came  under  the  description  of  a  white 
witch.''  Haying  said  this,  he  was  on  the  point  of  retiring^ 
when  his  eyes  rested  on  the  ebony  spinning-wheel,  which 
Crystallina  still  carried,  and  which,  in  the  most  eloquent 
parts  of  her  oration,  she  occasionally  menaced  to  discharge  at 
his  Excellency's  head.  No  sooner  did  he  perceiye  this  machine 
than  he  started  back,  and  whispered  his  deputy,  who  whispered 
the  mufti,  who  whispered  the  Princess's  niu*se,  who  whispered 
the  body-physician,  who  whispered  the  lord  chamberlain  again, 
and  then  they  all  whispered  together. 

It  was  thus  that  I  stood  with  my  incensed  companion  sur« 
rounded  by  a  circle  of  whisperers,  who  seemed  engaged  upon 
something  of  the  most  serious  nature.  Crystallina  was  ready 
to  burst  with  curiosity  to  know  what  they  were  saying,  and 
begged  for  an  explanation  in  the  most  urgent  and  pathetic 
terms.  After  a  full  quarter  of  an  hour  the  conference  ended ; 
and  the  chamberlain  adyancing  towards  us,  was  on  the  point  of 
addressing  the  lady,  when  he  fixed  his  eyes  upon  me,  who,  for 
want  of  something  better  to  do,  was  amusing  myself  with 
turning  the  handle  of  my  spinning-wheel.  No  sooner  did  he 
perceiye  it  than  he  started  back  a  second  time,  and  whispered 
his  deputy,  who  whispered  the  mufti,  who  whispered  the 
Princess's  nurse,  who  whispered  the  body-physician,  who  whis* 
pered  the  lord  chamberlain,  and  then  the  whispering  began  all 
oyer  again. 

This  second  conference  lasted  much  longer  than  the  first ; 
but  1  need  not  inform  your  most  sagacious  majesty,  that  one 
way  or  other  eyerything  must  come  to  an  end  at  last ;  so  was 
it  with  this  whispering.     It  ceased;  and  then  adyancing  to 
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Crystallina  with  an  air  equally  polite  but  mucli  more  respectful 
than  before,  the  chamberlain  informed  her  thai  he  was  ready  to 
conduct  her  to  the  royal  tent*  Dreading  lest  he  should  change 
his  mind  a  second  time,  she  took  him  at  his  word.  In  vain  did 
I  beg  her  to  consider  her  singular  appearance,  and  assure  her, 
that  since  the  days  of  Eve  no  woman  had  gone  to  court  in  her 
shift.  The  chamberlain  was  too  impatient  to  conduct  her  to 
Houssellina  to  allow  time  for  changing  her  dress ;  and  as 
Crystallina  was  just  as  well  pleased  to  be  seen  in  her  shift  as 
in  any  other  way,  she  soon  quitted  my  apartment,  and  hastened 
towards  that  of  the  Princess,  Thither  I  followed  her,  but  not 
till  I  had  been  prerailed  upon  to  carry  my  spinning-wheel  along 
inth  me. 

The  night  being  already  far  advanced,  we  found  Moussellina's 
tent  illuminated  by  so  great  a  quantity  of  torches  of  rose* 
coloured  wax,  that  day  itself  would  have  been  far  less  brilliant. 
I  could  not  avoid  remarking  that  each  of  these  torches  issued 
from  the  beak  of  an  immense  golden  cock,  richly  ornamented 
with  rubies  and  emeralds ;  and  the  Knight  of  the  Awl  whispered 
me,  that  this  bird  was  held  in  profound  veneration  throughout 
the  dominions  of  Astracan. 

The  Princess  was  seated  upon  a  throne  of  silver,  overshadowed 
by  a  canopy  hewn  out  of  a  single  emerald.  She  was  attended 
by  twelve  ancient  females,  and  an  equal  number  of  the  principal 
satraps,  and  was  occupied  in  receiving  the  pretenders  to  her 
xlMind.  I  will  not  attempt  to  describe  the  charms  of  this 
'adorable  personage ;  suffice  it  to  say,  that  her  eyes  effaced  the 
splendour  of  the  torches  which  blazed  around  her ;  and  that 
when  she  opened  her  mouth  by  accident,  her  breath  was  so 
sweet  and  balmy,  that  my  head  being  naturally  imable  to  sup- 
port perfumes,  it  was  with  the  greatest  difficulty  that  I  kept 
myself  from  fainting  away. 

The  tent  being  already  crowded  by  the  multitude  of  her 
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aiimirers,  we,  a3  the  last  comers,  were  oUiged  to  wait  till  thd 
others  had  been  presented.  She  receired  them  in  a  very 
gracious,  though  somewhat  solemn  manner,  permitting  each  of 
them  to  kiss  her  alabaster  hand ;  bnt  she  spoke  to  no  one.  Aa 
soon  as  the  King»  or  Prince,  or  whatever  he  chose  to  call  him«- 
aelf  (for  I  suspect  that  many  of  these  dignities  were  entirely  of 
their  own  creation),  was  announced,  she  signed  to  her  nurse,  a 
venerable  woman  about  sixty,  who  stood  at  the  foot  of  thd 
throne.  Immediately  the  old  lady  put  her  lips  in  motion,  and 
as  soon  as  she  had  pronounced  a  few  civil  sentences,  her  mistrem 
nodded  three  times,  as  much  as  to  say — "  she  has  hit  it :"— *- 
the  knight  then  retired  to  make  room  for  his  neighbour,  wbo 
went  through  the  same  ceremony. 

I  asked  a  grave-looking  old  satrap  (he  had  the  most 
enviable  pair  of  mustachios  that  ever  I  set  my  eyes  upon ! ) 
whether  by  chance  it  had  not  been  her  B/oyal  Highnesses  pleasure 
to  be  bom  dumb?  He  assured  me  very  positively  of  thd 
contrary. 

"For,'*  said  he,  "though  she  has  never  been  heard  to 
ntter  a  syllable,  she  cannot  possibly  be  dumb,  as  she  perfeotlj 
understands  everything  that  is  said  to  her." 

This  argument  was  so  irresistible,  that  I  had  not  a  word 
more  to  say  upon  the  subject.  I  afterwards  inquired  who  was 
this  able  logician  f  I  was  told  that  he  was  the  president  of  thd 
Boyal  Astracanical  Society ;  I  could  not  but  acknowledge  tha4 
he  was  well  entitled  to  fill  such  a  place  by  his  whiskers. 

Near  four  hundred  knights  had  already  been  presented  ;  and 
noTf  Orystallina  impatiently  requested  the  lord  chamberlain 
to  perform  his  promise.  He  hesitated  not  to  obey  her,  and 
giving  her  his  little  finger  with  the  most  graceful  air  imaginable^ 
he  prepared  to  lead  her  towards  the  throne ;  when  the  sentinels* 
who  guarded  the  entrance  of  the  pavilion,  rushed  into  it 
Suddenly  with  looks    equally   expressing    apprehension   and 
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surprue,  and  exclaimed,  that  the  sky  exhihited  a  tight  the  most 
extraordinary.  It  was  indeed  that  very  sight  which  I  haye 
already  had  the  honour  of  announcing  to  your  majesty. 

This  information  was  more  than  saffieient  to  rouse  Cry»- 
tallina's  curiosity.  Without  considering  the  impropriety  of  her 
hehayiour,  she  darted  out  of  the  tent,  and  in  her  hurry  OYorset 
the  unlucky  lord  chamherlain.  Shocked  at  her  rudeness  in 
quitting  this  noble  assembly  so  abruptly,  I  ran  after  her  to 
bring  her  back,  and  (as  he  lay  directly  in  my  way)  made  bold 
to  tread  upon  the  lord  chamberlain  in  pasnng.  The  knights^ 
the  satraps,  the  guards,  the  old  women,  and  at  last  the  Princess 
herself  all  followed  my  example,  and  never  since  the  days  of 
the  deluge  was  a  man  of  the  lord  chamberlain's  rank  so  be* 
kicked  and  be^trampled. 

The  Princess  was  the  last  person  to  quit  the  tent.  Howerer» 
as  soon  as  she  reached  the  door,  the  crowd  respectfully  opened, 
and  she  passed  through  the  midst  of  us  with  as  much  speed  as 
h^  gravity  would  admit  of  her  using ;  that  is  to  say,  upon  a 
moderate  jog-^trot.  Her  attendants,  one  and  all,  assured  me 
that  she  had  never  been  seen  to  mo7e  along  so  nimbly  before* 
For  my  own  part,  I  could  not  help  observing  something  con- 
strained and  ungraceful  in  her  manner  of  moving ;  but  I  suppose 
this  was  occasioned  by  her  being  without  a  shift,  and  certainly 
oloth  of  silver  next  to  the  skin  must  needs  feel  extremely 
uncomfortable. — ^But  to  proceed. 

And  now  with  one  consent  every  eye  was  fixed  upon  the 
heavens.  What  was  our  astonishment  at  beholding  an  immense 
ball  of  fire,  which  every  now  and  then  burst  into  a  multitude  of 
little  stir's,  and  then  as  suddenly  collected  itself  again  into  one 
blaung  mass.  We  made  various  conjectures  respecting  this 
phenomenon.  They  w«re  all  extremely  ingenious  ;  unluckily, 
none  of  them  were  right*  However,  as  the  flaming  ball  seemed 
descending  towards  us,  we  at  length  agreed  unanimously  thai 
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the  most  likely  means  of  ascertaining  what  it  could  possibly  be 
would  be  to  wait  till  we  could  distinguish  what  it  really  was* 
This  was  the  suggestion  of  the  whiskered  philosopher.  It  met 
with  universal  approbation ;  and  I  could  perceive  that  he  was 
himself  not  a  little  proud  of  having  struck  out  so  luminous  aa 
idea* 

Though  extrexpely  curious  to  Jmow  the  cause  of  this  singular 
appearance,  my  attention  was  not  so  much  engrossed  as  to  pre-* 
vent  my  observing,  that  one  of  Moussellina's  women  was  con-^ 
siderably  agitated  at  the  approach  of  this  flaming  ball.  She 
endeavoured,  indeed,  to  conceal  her  emotions  as  well  as  she 
could,  though  it  was  considerably  increased  upon  her  finding 
that  my  eye  was  fixed  upon  her.  The  cause  of  her  alarm  had 
by  this  time  arrived  so  near  us,  that  we  could  distinguish  the 
particles  of  which  it  was  composed.  But  if  we  felt  surprise  at 
its  first  appearance,  how  was  that  surprise  augmented,  when  we 
found  the  light  to  proceed  from  the  mouths  and  eyes  of  an 
innumerable  number  of  flying  tigers,  who  appeared  to  act  as 
guards  and  Ian  thorn-bearers  to  personages  still  more  extraordi-* 
nary  than  themselves.    « 

Imagine,  most  illustrious  Sultan,  a  cock  considerably  larger 
than  a  full-grown  turkey,  his  eyes  sparkling  with  a  brilliance 
far  exceeding  that  of  the  finest  carbuncles,  his  body  adorned 
with  a  thousand  beautiful  colours,  and  his  neck  encircled  with 
a  chain  of  enormous  emeralds. .  Seated  upon  this  uncommon 
courser,  and  guiding  him  by  the  chain  which  served  as  a  bridle, 
we  beheld  a  gigantic  monkey,  who  held  a  bow  of  polished  steel 
in  one  hand,  while  with  the  other  he  governed  his  chanticleer 
with  more  grace  than  could  have  been  expected  from  the  very 
best  bred  baboon  in  the  imiverse.  On  his  back  hung  a  golden 
quiver  adorned  with  precious  stones  ;  and  upon  a  crimson  velvet 
pillion  behind  him  sat  a  little  old  woman  so  hideous,  that  we 
all  exclaimed  with  one  voice  that  the  monkey  was  by  much  the 
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handsomest  animal  of  the  two.     It  was  with  the  utmost  diffi- 
culty that  she  kept  her  seat,  so  long  was  her  body  and  so  short 
were  her  legs.     Her  nose  was  so  little  and  snubby,  that  it  was 
not  to  be  seen  without  a  magnifying  glass  ;  but  to  make  up  for 
this  deficiency,  her  chin  was  so  immoderately  long,  that  it 
curled  over  her  mouth,  and  rested  its  point  between  her  eye* 
browst    She  squinted  so  horribly,  that  the  earth  had  full  pos- 
session of  one  of  her  eyes,  while  the  other  was  the  property  of 
the  heavens.     Her  ears  were  of  such  a  length,  that  to  keep 
them  from  flapping  about,  she  had  been  obliged  to  tuck  tliem 
into  her  girdle.     However,  she  had  taken  care  to  deck  them 
out  with  a  very  smart  pair  of  ear-rings  ;  and  her  hair,  which 
was  of  a  flaming  red,  was  frizzled  up  as  high  as  a  tower,  and 
plastered  all  over  with  flour  and  hog*s  lard.     To  set  off  this 
charming  face  and  figure  to  the  best  advantage,  she  had  a 
little  scarlet  turban  ornamented  with  a  profusion  of  feathers  of 
all  possible  colours,  and  stuck  upon    one  side  of  her  head 
coquettishly ;  while  her  person  was  enveloped  in  a  travelling 
dress  of  deep  yellow  velvet,  trimmed  with  a  broad  gold  lace* 
and  flounced  and  furbelowed  with  cat's  skm.     When  I  add, 
that  her  breath  was  so  strong,  that  we  needed  all  the  perfume 
of  Moussellina's  to  overpower  it,  your  Highness  may  form  some 
idea  of  the  charms  which  ornamented  this  masterpiece  of 
nature  and  art. 

These  extraordinary  personages  continued  to  descend,  and 
as  they  approached  inspired  us  with  very  justifiable  apprehen- 
sions, a  flight  of  fiery  tigers  being  by  no  means  the  most 
agreeable  visitors.  The  event  proved  that  our  alarms  were 
without  cause.  When  they  arrived  within  a  few  yards  of  us, 
the  escort  remained  motionless  in  the  air,  while  the  cock 
lighted  on  the  ground  not  far  from  Moussellina.  The  monkey 
sprang  nimbly  out  of  the  saddle,  and  taking  the  old  woman  in 
his  arms,  placed  her  upon  her  feet  with  the  greatest  care  and 
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delieacj.  She  seemed  greatly  fatigaed  with  her  joumej ;  but 
as  soon  as  she  recorered  her  breath,  she  adraneed  towards  the 
heiress  of  Astracan,  and  addressed  her  as  follows  '.-^ 

**  Illastrious  Princess,  joa  behold  an  ambassadreM  from  the 
great  Caramoussal.  He  requests  jou,  through  me,  not  only  td 
leeeive  with  kindness,  but  to  treat  with  profomid  respect,  this** 
paragon  of  all  earthly  monkeys.  Here  only  can  he  expect  the 
cure  of  that  melancholy  under  which  he  now  labours,  and  here 
has  Caramoussal  engaged  that  he  shall  obtain  it.  Farewell* 
Sorely  lady  !  May  the  chin  increase,  may  the  foot  be  dimi* 
nished  ;  may  the  spinning-wheels  turn,  may  the  rope  be  woven ; 
and,  oh !  may  your  beauty  never  subject  you  to  the  same  mi»* 
fortune,  which  my  unlucky  charms  have  entailed  upon  your 
most  obedient  and  very  humble  servant." 

As  she  said  these  last  words,  she  burst  into  tears,  and  while 
she  sobbed  most  piteously,  she  made  such  abominable  wry 
faces,  that  all  the  beholders  were  ready  to  expire  with  laughs 
ing.  It  was  then  that  the  Princess  rejoiced  in  her  immoveable 
gravity^  She  alone  kept  her  countenance,  and  endeavoured  to 
apologise  by  signs  for  the  ill-breeding  of  her  company.  The 
nurse  explained  this  to  the  old  woman  in  very  polite  terms  t 
tidding,  that  MousseUina  requested  her  to  repose  herself  in  the 
royal  tent  after  her  journey,  when  she  hoped  that  she  would 
relate  her  adventures,  as  she  was  extremely  anxious  to  know 
the  birth,  parentage,  and  education  of  so  extraordinary  a 
person  as  she  appeared  to  be,  and  also  to  hear  some  account  of 
the  great  Caramoussal  who  made  presents  of  monkeys  to  Prin* 
cesses.  The  stranger  accepted  the  proposal,  and  the  whole 
company  returned  to  the  tent ;  but  the  M  woman  wottld  not 
begin  her  narrative  till  she  had  thrown  herself  upon  her  knees 
before  the  monkey,  and  demanded  his  permission.  The  «nl« 
mal  (who  really  seemed  to  be  the  best  tempered  and  best  bred 
of  the  monkey  kind)  gave  his  assent  in  a  very  gracious  manner  i 
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ihen  throwing  himself  upon  the  embroidered  carpet,  he  seemed 
to  be  absorbed  in  profound  melancholy. 

In  the  meanwhile,  the  old  woman,  haying  past  a  few  minutes 
in  silent  reflection^  a  }»«cantiiitt  highly  necessary  in  relating  so 
long  a  history,  began  her  narratiTO  in  the  following  words  :^ 
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*'  YotJB  Royal  Highness,"  said  she,  addressing  herself  to 
JCoussellina,  "is  probably  not  aware  that  our  families  are 
jiearly  connected*  The  qneen,  who  had  the  honour  to  die  in 
^ving  you  birth,  was  no  other  than         " 

The  old  woman  had  proceeded  no  further  in  her  tale  when 
her  eyes  rested  upon  me.  She  stopped,  and  suddenly  starting 
<£rom  her  seat,  she  hobbled  towards  me. 

'*  Sir  Knight,"  said  she,  "  what  is  your  name  ?  " 

«  It  is  Facardin,"  I  replied. 

This  singular  name  a;q[>eared  to  excite  surprise  in  everybody, 
except  in  the  inquirer,  and  in  the  tall  knight  with  the  fish 
kettle  upon  his  head ;  to  whom  the  old  lady  now  made  the 
«ame  demand  respecting  his  name. 

**  My  name  ?  *'  answered  he  with  an  air  of  perfect  indiffer^ 
jence,  yawning  at  the  same  time ;  ''it  is  Faeardin." — ^The 
general  wcmder  redoubled* 

"  And  yours  ?  "  resumed  the  old  woman  (after  a  mmnent's 
^use)  addressing  herself  to  the  Knight  of  the  AwL 

"  It  is,"  replied  he  with  a  low  bow,  "  it  is  Facardin." 

*'  Facardin !  "  screamed  out  the  old  woman  (in  a  roice  so 
«hrill,  that  it  almost  cracked  the  drum  of  my  ears ;  at  the  same 
time  giving  three  skips  in  the  air  with  such  activity,  as  was 
truly  surprising  in  a  person  of  her  age  and  figure,)  **  Facardin  ? 
facardin? — One  Facardin — two  Facardins— three  Facardins 
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— One  Facardin  more,  and  one  Facardin  less  ;  then  all  for  a 
time  will  be  wrong,  and  all  will  at  last  be  quite  right." 

Having  said  this,  she  darted  out  of  the  pavilion,  sprang 
nimbly  upon  the  cock,  and  giving  him  a  slight  kick,  he  rose 
into  the  air,  and  instantly  disappeared,  old  woman,  flying 
tigers,  and  all.  It  may  not,  however,  be  improper  to  remark, 
that  the  foot  with  which  she  kicked  her  chanticleer,  was  the 
smallest  and  most  elegantly  formed,  that  I  ever  remembered  to 
have  beheld. 

Great  was  the  general  disappointment  at  the  matron's  abiftipt 
departure*  We  trusted,  however,  that  the  monkey  would  sup- 
ply her  place,  and  continue  the  relation  of  those  adventures, 
in  which  his  companion  had  made  so  little  progress  :  but  here 
our  hopes  were  again  frustrated.  In  vain  did  we  promise  him 
pig-nuts  and  bilberries ;  in  vain  did  we  threaten  him  with  whips 
and  chains.  To  our  utter  surprise,  the  monkey  seemed  not  to 
understand  us.  We  thought  that  he  might  probably  be  a 
foreigner,  and  tried  by  turns  every  language  in  use  throughout 
the  habitable  globe  ;  but  with  no  better  success.  Say  what  we 
would,  not  one  syllable  would  the  monkey  answer  !  at  length 
we  were  obliged  to  agree  with  the  opinion  of  the  whiskered 
philosopher  ;  who  in  a  speech  of  three  hours,  replete  with  the 
most  sublime  eloquence,  most  learned  disquisitions,  and  argu- 
ments the  most  logical  and  irresistible,  proved  to  us  very  clearly, 
•— *'  that  whatever  sceptics  might  advance  to  the  contrary,  the 
monkey  was  actually  .  .  ,  •  .  a  monkey." 

The  Princess,  however,  was  still  persuading  the  animal  not 
to  be  as  provokingly  silent  as  herself,  when  Crystallina  (im* 
patient  to  have  her  presentation  over)  was  led  forward  by  the 
deputy  chamberlain ;  for  as  to  the  chamberlain  himself,  he 
was  too  much  bruised  to  appear  again  that  night.  Instead  of 
attending  to  Crystallina 's  compliment,  I  was  not  a  little  sur- 
prised to  see  the  Princess  suddenly  seize  her  by  the  comer  of 
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the  shift,  and  examine  the  mark  of  it  with  great  eagemess  and 
attention.  She  then  shook  her  head,  and  with  a  deep  sigh  let 
the  linen  drop  again.  After  this  strange  hehayiour,  she  seemed 
to  recollect  its  impropriety,  for  she  blushed  deeply,  and  was 
signing  to  her  nurse  to  make  an  apology,  when  she  discorered 
the  spinning-wheel,  which  Crystallina,  during  the  ceremony  of 
presentation,  had  deposited  upon  the  carpet. 

'<  That  is  mine !  '*  cried  the  Princess,  seizing  it  eagerly, 
*'  and  hare  it  I  will,  that  *s  positive !  ** 

The  joy  of  the  whole  court  at  hearing  her  speak  for  the 
first  time  was  only  equalled  by  the  rage  of  my  fair  companion : 
but  without  minding  her  reproaches,  the  Princess  began  to 
spin  with  all  her  might  and  main,  when  she  stopped  her  work 
for  an  instant,  in  order  to  address  herself  to  me. 

*'  Spin!  "  said  the  Princess  ;  for  though  she  had  thus  unez*' 
pectedly  gained  the  power  of  speech,  she  was  not  yet  able  to 
use  it  fluently.     **  Spin !  *' 

In  vain  did  I  protest,  that  I  neyer  had  spun  a  thread  in  my 
life.  Moussellina  would  be  obeyed  ;  and  the  whole  court  re* 
peating  in  full  chorus — **  Spin  !  ** — I  even  set  myself  to  work 
with  the  best  grace  that  I  could.  But  scarcely  had  I  turned 
the  handle  twice,  when  a  third  wheel  was  seen  at  the  top  of 
the  tent,  and  a  pair  of  beautiful  white  arms  passing  themselves 
through  two  holes  in  the  chintz  hangings  began  to  turn  the 
machine  with  incredible  swiftness  and  diexterity. 

While  the  general  attention  seemed  engrossed  by  this  pheno- 
menon, mine  was  employed  upon  a  different  object.  Enraged 
at  her  having  been  thus  plundered  by  the  Princess,  Crystallina 
had  retired  in  dudgeon  to  a  distant  comer  of  the  pavilion,  and 
was  busily  engaged  in  conversation  with  that  identical  ancient 
lady,  who  had  expressed  so  much  emotion  at  the  sight  of  the ' 
flaming  ball  i  but  their  discourse  did  not  long  continue  undis- 
turbed*  The  monkey  had  raised  himself  from  tha floor  quietly: 
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he  adyanoed  with  caution  towards  the  talkers,  and  having  erepi 
behind  them  unobserved,  he  suddenly  sprang  upon  the  old 
lady's  back,  and  fastened  his  teeth  in  her  left  ear.  The 
duenna  scroamed,  cried,  kicked,  and  stmggied  :  but  in  spite  of 
her  efforts  and  those  of  the  spectators^  the  animal  maintained 
his  hold,  nor  quitted  it,  till  he  had  fairly  dissevered  the  ear 
from  its  adjoining  parts.  Ko  sooner  was  her  head  deprived  of 
this  natural  ornament,  than  her  form  dissolved  into  a  cloud  of 
smoke,  but  soon  collected  itself  again  into  the  figure  of  ail 
enormous  giant,  who  rose  with  angry  looks  into  the  air ;  the 
roof  of  the  tent  opened,  and  the  Colossus  disi^peared.  At  the 
same  moment  the  beautiful  hands  vanished ;  Orystallina  fled 
shrieking  from  the  tent ;  and  the  monkey  slipping  off  his  skin 
with  as  much  ease  as  if  it  had  been  a  great  coat,  there  was 
seen  in  his  place  a  man  about  five  and  forty,  of  a  most  noble 
presence,  and  whose  features  (except  his  mouth)  were  truly 
prepossessing. 

But  oh !  that  mouth  !  Mahomet,  what  a  mouth  !  Your 
Majesty  may  possibly  think,  that  a  feature  so  out  of  all 
proportion  was  likely  to  excite  merriment  in  the  spectators  ; 
but  no !  terror  was  the  effect  produced  upon  all  present  by  this 
miraculous  mouth  ;  and  when  he  opened  it  to  address  the 
Princess,  so  terrible  an  abyss  was  presented,  that  the  poor 
little  soul  involuntarily  jumped  back,  and  we  had  some  diffi^* 
culty  in  convincing  her  that  she  had  not  been  swallowed  up 
alive !  In  truth,  had  the  stranger  felt  any  wish  for  such  a 
mouthful,  I  am  certain,  that  he  could  have  bolted  her  Royal 
Highness  without  any  difficulty ;  for  I  would  have  betted  ten 
to  one,  that  his  mouth  could  take  in  a  fiill  grown  ox,  hcmia 
and  all,  without  troubling  itself  to  make  more  than  a  moderate 
stretch.  But  I  must  beg  leave  to  observe  that  I  do  not  mean 
an  ox  bred  in  Lincolnshire,  which  kingdom  ^as  I  have '  read) 
produces  that  animal  uncommonly  large,  but  merely  such 
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ordioary  sized  oxen  as  are  usually  found  in  your  Majesty's 
dominions.  I  thought  it  right  to  mention  this,  as  I  hy  no 
means  approve  the  fashion  of  those  rhodomontading  traveUen, 
who  exaggerate  matters  in  order  to  exeite  wonder^  when  in 
fact  nothing  can  he  more  ordinary  and  natural. 

**  You  are  quite  right,"  ohserred  the  Sultan,  **  and  I  muoh 
admire  so  scrupulous  an  attention  to  Toraoity.  But  pray,  go 
on  with  your  history  ;  for  as  you  have  told  us  what  could  go 
into  the  stranger's  month,  I  am  quite  impatient  to  know,  what 
could  come  out  of  it." 

You  will  naturally  suppose,  proceeded  Facardin,  that 
from  so  capacious  a  mouth  we  expected  a  tremendous  Toice, 
and  words  every  one  of  them  composed  of  at  least  ten 
syllahles.  However,  it  soon  appeared  that  the  stranger*s 
voice  was  like  any  other  voice,  and  that  he  had  not  the  slightest 
ohjection  to—-*'  ifs, — ands, — ofs — or  alsos.*'  As  soon  as  Mous- 
sellina  had  recovered  from  her  fright,  he  announced  himself 
to  her  as  Fortimhrass,  King  of  Denmark,  hrother>in-law  to 
the  merry  Queen  of  Astracan,  and  consequently  uncle  to  the 
mournful  Princess.  She  gave  him  a  very  affectionate  welcome, 
and  permitted  him  to  salute  her  roseate  cheek ;  hut  it  was 
ohserved  hy  all,  that  when  his  monstrous  mouth  approached 
her,  the  poor  little  Princess  shook  like  an  aspen  leaf. 

We  were  all  impatient  to  hear  the  adventures  of  this 
monkey-monarch,  which  we  douhted  not,  would  include  those 
of  the  frightful  old  woman.  Fortimhrass  hegged  us  to  suspend 
our  curiosity  till  the  next  day,  as  he  was  greatly  fatigued, 
having  galloped  aU  the  way  from  Mount  Atlas  (upwards  of 
seven  thousand  leagues)  in  two  hours  and  a  quarter.  We 
could  not  deny  the  plausibility  of  this  excuse,  and  we  soon 
after  separated  for  the  night ;  Fortimhrass  rejoicing  that  he 
had  got  rid  of  his  daws  and  tail  ;  ^e  courtiers,  that  the 
Princess  had  been  induced  to  speak  ;  and  MousseUina,  that 
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she  had  not  only  recovered  her  own  spinniDg-wheel,  but 
through  my  means  possessed  another  besides  it !  Of  both  of 
these  wheels  she  requested  me  to  take  charge,  adding,  that 
the  next  day  we  would  resume  our  work.  The  whole  company 
then  retired  in  perfect  good-humour,  except  the  nurse,  who  was 
3omewhat  chagrined  at  the  reflection,  that  in  future  she  was 
only  to  talk  for  herself.  It  is  true  that  because  her  mistress 
had  recovered  her  voice,  it  did  not  follow,  that  the  nurse  had 
lost  hers  ;  but  the  old  lady  knew  well  that  being  old  and  ugly 
she  might  talk  to  all  eternity  without  a  soul  listening  to  her, 
lind  that  she  thought,  was  almost  as  bad  as  not  talking  at  all. 
Facardin  of  the  Grotto  (for  such  was  the  title  of  my  new 
friend)  followed  me  to  my  apartment.  Here  he  introduced 
me  to  his  brother,  who  was  no  other  than  the  knight  with  the 
fish-kettle  for  a  helmet.  He  was  certainly  much  handsomer 
than  his  brother,  and  his  person  was  truly  noble  and  majestic  : 
but  the  countenance  of  my  acquaintance  was  so  amiable,  and 
bore  so  strong  an  expression  of  mingled  sense  and  sweetness, 
that  I  hesitated  not  for  a  moment  to  give  him  the  preference. 
As  soon  as  the  first  compliments  were  over,  I  begged  Facjardin 
of  the  Grotto  to  gratify  my  curiosity  by  relating  the  cause  of 
his  bearing  the  same  name  with  myself.  With  this  request 
he  complied  in  the  following  terms. 
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It  is  impossible  for  me  to  tell  you  where  and  in  what 
manner  I  was  bom ;  since,  though  it  was  a  ceremony  in  which 
I  sustained  a  very  principal  part,  the  circumstances  have  as 
completely  slipped  my  memory,  as  if  they  had  never  happened! 
neither  can  I  tell  you,  who  were  my  parents,  as,  in  spite  of  all 
my  pains  in  looking  for  them,  I  have  been  able  to  meet  with 
no  relations,  except  my  brother,   whose  ignorance  on  this 
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Bubject  equals  my  own.     The  earliest  period  which  I  can- 
recollect,  found  me  the  inhabitant  of  a  sabterraneous  grotto, 
under  the  care  of  an  old  hermit,  whom  I  called  father,  but 
who,  I  haye  more  reasons  than  one  for  believing,  had  no  right 
to  that  appellation. 

This  singular  person  was  bj  birth  a  Chinese,  and  his  name 
had  formerly  been  the  Mandarin  Fi-Fum-Foam-Fim.  He 
possessed  extraordinary  abilities,  and  not  only  gave  me  daily 
proofs  of  his  being  a  prodigy  of  wisdom,  but  was  eren  at  the 
trouble  of  assuring  me  of  the  fact  himself.  Unluckily,  the 
extravagant  kindness,  which  nature  had  shown  in  forming  his 
intellectual  parts,  was  fully  counterbalanced  by  her  stinting 
him  in  his  externals.  The  poor  Mandarin  was  bom  with  but 
one  eye,  one  ear,  one  nostril,  one  arm,  and  one  leg  :  the  latter 
was  placed  in  the  centre  of  his  body,  which  turned  round  upon 
it  as  if  upon  a  pivot ;  and  .to  such  perfection  was  he  arrived  in 
the  management  of  it  by  dint  of  practice,  that  he  could  hop 
upon  his  one  leg  nearly  as  fast  as  any  other  person  could  run 
upon  two. 

It  was  long  before  his  parents  could  pitch  upon  a  proper 
wife  for  him;  ti]l  at  length  a  female  appeared  at  the  court 
of  Fekin,  who  seemed  formed  by  nature  for  the  express  pur- 
pose of  supplying  all  the  deficiencies  of  the  young  Fi>Fum- 
Foam-Fim.  She  called  herself  the  lady  Fim-Foam-Fum-Fi ; 
and  as  he  was  entirely  made  up  of  unities,  she  on  the  other 
hand  was  composed  of  nothing  but  quinquities  ;  for  she  had  five 
arms,  ^ve  legs,  ^yo  ears,  five  eyes,  and  five  nostrils  to  each  of  hor 
five  noses.  As  with  such  a  person  she  was  not  pestered  with 
too  many  admirers,  she  readily  accepted  the  addresses  of  the 
young  Mandarin :  but  alas !  it  soon  appeared,  that  her  name 
was  not  more  the  reverse  of  his,  than  the  temper  of  Fi-Foam- 
Fum-Fim  was  opposite  to  that  of  Fim-Foam-Fum-Fi !  he  was 
gentle,  and  she  was  passionate  ;   he  was  wise,  and  she  was 
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Billj :  he  employed  his  nngle  hand  in  no  <^ee8  but  kind  ones; 
while  she  was  persuaded,  that  nature  had  given  her  three 
additional  legs  and  arms  for  no  earthly  purpose  than  the  bettar 
to  enable  her  to  thump  and  kick  her  husband.  At  lengthy 
howevery  one  fine  sunshiny  morning,  the  Mandarina  took  it 
into  her  head  to  die,  and  the  Mandarin  took  it  into  his  to 
bury  her.  It  was  shortly  after  this  eTent,  that  a  reyolution  in 
China  obliged  him  to  leave  that  country,  and  one  of  his  friends 
having  entrusted  me  to  his  care,  he  took  refuge  with  me  in  the 
island  of  Serendip. 

His  acquaintance  with  the  Mandarina  Fim-Foam-Fum-Fi,  of 
lamented  memory,  had  made  him  an  inveterate  woman-hater, 
and  he  endeavoured  to  communicate  his  aversion  to  me.  His 
labour  was  thrown  away ;  I  sighed  ardently  to  behold  one  of 
these  terrible  wild  beasts  (for  such  he  had  taught  me  to  fancy 
them)  neither  could  all  his  arguments  erase  this  wish  from  my 
mind,  any  more  than  a  singular  accident,  which  occurred  to  me 
when  scarce  sixteen. 

I  was  sitting  in  the  grotto  one  evening,  and  endeavouring  to 
persuade  my  governor  to  let  me  have  at  least  one  peep  at  these 
monsters,  when  suddenly  a  large  black  cloud  descended  into 
the  cave.  In  a  few  minutes  it  dispersed,  and  I  beheld  a 
stranger  of  noble  and  commanding  presence,  who  held  in  one 
hand  a  g<dden  wand,  and  permitted  the  other  to  serve  aa'a 
perch  for  the  largest  and  most  beautiful  cock  that  I  ever 
beheld :  it  struck  me  this  evening,  that  it  was  the  very  same 
bird  which  brought  hither  the  King  of  Denmark  ;  but  of  thai 
I  cannot  be  positive.  No  sooner  did  the  hermit  perceive  the 
cock,  than  he  sank  upon  his  one  knee  ;  the  bird  extended  its 
right  wing  towards  him,  and  he  kissed  it  with  every  mark  of 
affection  and  respect.  The  stranger  then  conversed  with  the 
Mandarin  in  some  language  unknown  to  me ;  but  their  eyes 
■ufEciently  testified  that  I  was  the  subject  of  their  diseourse* 
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It  lasted  about  an  hour,  after  wliieh  the  itranger  prepared 
to  depart;  but  first  he  addressed  me  in  these  remarkable 
words:— 

''Youth,  be  in  all  things  snbmissire  to  yoor  Tenerable 
protector,  but  in  nothing  more  than  in  abstaining  from  the 
fflght  of  women.  Know,  that  as  I  lately  consulted  the  stars 
reelecting  you,  I  read  in  them  this  threatening  prediction : 
*  The  first  object  which  he  lores,  he  shall  lore  for  erer!  The 
first  object  which  he  lores,  shall  for  ever  prore  cold  and 
inseneoble ;  and  even  though  that  object  should  be  in  his 
possession,  he  never  shall  be  united  to  the  first  object  which 
he  lores ! '  Remember  this,  be  prudent,  and  be  happy» 
FareweU ! " 

As  he  uttered  these  last  words,  a  shower  of  tears  feD 
from  the  eyes  of  the  beautiful  cock ;  at  the  same  moment 
a  cloud  wrapped  its^  round  them,  and  they  quitted  the  grotto 
in  the  same  manner  as  they  had  entered  it.  This  incident  for 
a  time  made  an  impression  upon  me ;  but  reflecting  that  there 
was  little  dang^  of  my  feeling  any  sentiment  like  lore  for  a 
wild  beast,  I  resolred  to  gratify  my  curiosity,  and  see  a  woman^ 
let  the  danger  be  what  it  might.  Accordingly  I  escaped  from 
the  Mandarin  Fi-Fum-Foam-Fim,  and  after  a  fruitless  search 
of  some  days,  I  stumbled  upon  the  fair  Orystallina,  whose 
curiosity  was  not  a  jot  less  urg^it  than  my  own.  What  passed 
till  we  parted,  as  well  as  the  adrenture  which  separated  us, 
you  probably  hare  heard  from  that  lady ;  it  would  therefore  b^ 
unnecessary  to  relate  it  now* 

Here  Schahiiar  interrupted  the  Prince  of  Trebizonde,  and 
requested  him  to  repeat  those  adrentares,  as  he  had  so  happy  a 
knack  at  forgetting  what  was  told  him,  that  they  would  seem 
to  him  exactly  as  if  he  had  nerer  heard  them  before ;  a  talent 
upon  which  he  seemed  to  rahie  himself  prodigiouidy.  Howerer, 
Dinarxade  begging  with  tears  in  her  eyM  that  the  Prince 
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might  be  suffered  to  get  to  the. end  of  his  long-winded  history 
(if,  indeed,  such  a  thing  was  possible,  which  she  began  to 
doubt),  the  Sultan  was  prevailed  upon  to  suffer  him  to  proceed. 
He  did  so,  as  follows  : — 

Facardin  of  the  Grotto  continued  thus:  I  had  for  some 
time  flattered  myself  that  the  oracle  respecting  my  future 
fate  had  been  completely  mistaken ;  it  was,  at  least,  certain 
that  Crystallina  had  been  anything  but  cold  and  insensible. 
But  now  that  we  were  parted,  I  discovered  that  the  sentiment 
with  which  that  curious  damsel  had  inspired  me,  had  nothing 
to  do  with  love.  So  far  was  I  from  being  grieved  at  her 
departure,  that  I  rather  rejoiced  at  no  longer  having  a  woman 
continually  at  my  elbow,  with  whom  I  had  found  full  leisure  to 
be  satiated.  The  gust  of  wind  which  divided  us  so  obligingly, 
bore  me  swiftly  through  the  air.  It  deposited  me  unhurt  at 
the  foot  of  a  mountain,  whose  base  was  bathed  by  a  rapid 
river.  It  w;as  night ;  the  moon  was  at  its  full,  and  its  beams 
enabled  me  to  discover  a  small  island  at  no  great  distance. 

I  was  in  doubt  what  course  to  pursue.  The  island  seemed 
uninhabited,  and  the  mountain  did  not  wear  an  aspect  much 
jnorc  promising.  While.  I  hesitated,  I  observed  something 
onoving  on  the  shore  of  the  island.  I  strove  to  distinguish  its 
iigure,  but  in  vain.  After  a  few  moments  it  plunged  into  the 
water,  and  seemed  to  be  hastening  towards  the  mountain.  Not 
to.  be  deficient  in  good-breeding,  I  advanced  to  receive  the 
new-comer ;  but  my  politeness  instantly  vanished  on  perceiving; 
that  it  was  nothing  else  than  an  old  lion,  whose  bulk  and  looks 
were  truly  tremendous.  My  doubts  were  now  removed  ;  I 
immediately  took  to  my  heels,  and  began  to  climb  the  moun- 
tain with  all  possible  expedition. 

As  the  lion  did  not  pursue  me,  I  soon  slackened  my  pace. 
It  now  for  the  first  time  entered  my  head,  that  this  exploit  of 
mine  was  by  no  means  to  my  credit,  and  that  to  begin  my 
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career  by  running  away  was  but  a  sorry  presage  for  my  future 
fame.  I  therefore  determined  to  return  and  face  the  lion ; 
and  drawing  a  sabre  with  which  I  had  provided  myself  on 
quitting  the  grotto,  I  measured  back  my  steps.  I  confess,  that 
as  I  drew  nearer  to  the  lion's  neighbourhood,  I  felt  my  eager- 
ness to  engage  decrease  very  fast ;  and  at  length  I  could  not 
resist  peeping  over  a  piece  of  rock,  in  order  to  observe  hia 
motions,  before  I  attacked  him.  He  was  stretched  at  hia  full 
length  just  below  me,  reclining  his  head  upon  his  left  hand. 
He  sighed  frequently,  and  at  intervals  wiped  his  eyes  with  hia 
tail,  which  served  him  for  a  pocket-handkerchief.  He  was  in 
such  evident  distress,  that  I  thought  it  quite  cruel  to  disturb 
him,  and  resolved  rather  to  deprive  myself  of  the  honour  of 
cutting  off  his  head,  than  intrude  upon  his  sorrows  by  giving 
him  an  opportunity  of  biting  off  mine. 

While  we  were  in  this  position,  my  attention  was  attracted 
by  a  light,  which  glimmered  upon  the  top  of  the  mountain.  At 
first,  I  thought  that  it  was  a  paper  kite  with  a  lanthom  tied  to 
its  tail ;  but  on  its  descent  I  discovered  the  light  to  proceed 
from  a  fiery  car  drawn  by  two  flying  tigers.  In  this  sat  a  man 
splendidly  habited,  and  I  recognised  with  surprise  the  stranger 
who  had  told  my  fortune  in  the  Mandarin's  grotto.  He  was 
accompanied  by  a  lady,  the  elegance  of  whose  form  gave  me 
great  curiosity  to  see  the  face  belonging  to  it ;  but  this  waa 
impossible,  in  consequence  of  her  head-dress,  which  was  the 
most  extraordinary  ever  worn  by  woman.  It  was  no  other  than 
the  enormous  cock,  which  I  had  seen  in  the  grotto,  and  which 
placing  a  claw  upon  each  of  her  shoulders,  overshadowed  her 
face  with  his  wings,  while  his  tail  streaming  down  her  back, 
formed  a  lappet  very  tasty  and  ornamental. 

As  soon  as  the  car  touched  the  earth,  the  Enchanter  aided 
his  companion  to  alight.  Instead  of  expressing  terror  at  the 
sight  of  the  lion,  she  hastened  towards  him ;  while  he,  upon 
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keariDg  her  steps,  reared  himself  upon  his  hind-legs,  and  (as  I 
imagined)  prepared  to  spring  upon  her.  I  ah-eady  gave  her  up 
for  lost ;  hiit  to  mj  great  surprise  I  found,  that  if  he  devoured 
her  at  all,  it  was  likely  to  he  with  kisses.  The  nymph  repaid 
his  caresses  with  interest,  though  she  was  evidently  so  much 
affected  that  she  was  ready  to  faint.  The  lion,  however,  who 
seemed  to  have  all  his  wits  ahout  him,  made  haste  to  feel  in  his 
left  ear  for  a  smelling-hottle,  with  whose  contents  he  proceeded 
to  hathe  her  nose  and  temples.  When  I  saw  him  prepare  for 
this  charitahle  office,  I  felt  no  little  concern  for  the  poor  lady, 
as  I  thought  him  hy  no  means  calculated  for  the  employment, 
«nd  douhted  not  that  his  claws  would  flay  her  nose  completely. 
I  was,  therefore,  much  pleased  to  find  that  the  considerate 
l)east  was  aware  of  this  danger,  for  he  poured  a  little  of  the 
lavender  water  upon  the  tip  of  his  hushy  tail,  and  then  chafed 
her  nostrils  with  the  greatest  success  and  dexterity. 

The  nymph  heing  recovered,  the  lion  now  paid  his  compli- 
ments to  the  Enchanter,  and  afterwards  shook  the  cock  hy  the 
right  wing  in  the  most  hearty  and  affectionate  manner.  The 
whole  party  then  sat  down  on  the  hanks  of  the  river,  where  the 
magician  seemed  to  endeavour  to  console  the  other  three  ;  hut 
to  judge  hy  the  tears  that  were  shed,  his  eloquence  was  not 
very  persuasive.  In  ahout  an  hour  the  party  hroke  up :  the 
memhers  of  it  took  a  most  affecting  leave  of  each  other  ;  after 
which,  the  lion,  throwing  himself  into  the  water,  returned  to 
his  island,  while  the  Enchanter  and  the  nymph  (still  wearing 
her  singular  head-dress)  returned  to  their  car :  it  rose  iaUf  the 
air,  and  disappeared  on  reaching  the  sunmiit  of  the  mountain. 

Supposing  that  this  same  mountain  must  serve  as  a  retreat 
for  the  Enchanter,  I  resolved  to  ascend  it,  and  endeavour  to 
find  him  out.  He  had  formerly  appeared  to  take  an  interest  in 
my  fate,  and  I  thought  it  possible,  that  he  might  give  me  some 
intelligence  respecting  my  parents ;  a  subject  on  which  the 


ms   FOUB  FACABDINS.  135 

Mandarin  had  always  presenred  an  inviolable  silence,  and  which 
I  was  extremely  anxious  to  get  cleared  up.  I  fancied,  that  I 
ehould  feel  awkward  upon  entering  the  world,  if  on  being 
interrogated  respecting  mj  family,  I  should  find  myself  obliged 
to  answer — *'  Upon  my  honour.  Sir,  I  know  no  more  about  it 
than  yourself."  Accordingly,  I  set  off  in  pursuit  of  the  En* 
ehanter,  and  at  length  reached  the  mountain's  summit ;  though 
not  without  being  twenty  times  on  the  point  of  breaking  my 
neck  by  the  way. 

I  now  found  myself  at  the  entrance  of  a  spacious  grotto, 
adorned  with  statues,  shells,  and  a  variety  of  other  ornaments, 
rustic,  it  'a  true,  but  disposed  with  infinite  taste.  In  the 
middle  hung  a  bird-cage  composed  of  jet  and  ivory,  and  in  one 
comer  stood  the  enormous  cock,  employed  in  turning  with 
great  grarity  the  handle  of  an  ebony  spinning-wheel.  I  thought 
this  occupation  extremely  unprofitable,  for  the  foolish  bird 
(who  probably  had  been  ill  taught)  had  neglected  to  put  any 
fiax  upon  the  distaff. 

As  the  grotto  had  another  outlet,  I  was  proceeding  to  try 
my  fortune  further,  when  I  heard  the  voices  of  persons 
approaching.  I  drew  back,  and  soon  after  saw  the  Enchanter 
enter,  leading  the  same  lady,  who  had  expressed  so  singular 
an  attachment  to  the  lion.  They  were  accompanied  by  a 
fitranger,  whose  person  I  need  not  describe  to  you,  as  he  was 
no  other  than  the  Giant,  the  loss  of  whose  ear  disenchanted 
Fortimbrass  this  evening,  and  who  (by  the  bye)  is  also  Crys- 
tallina's  husband.  In  one  hand  he  held  an  enonnous  club, 
and  the  other  sustained  a  gilded  tobacco-pipe,  from  which  he 
occasionally  puffed  clouds  of  smoke  in  the  face  of  the 
Enchanter.  No  one  seemed  to  be  aware  of  my  presence.  The 
Oiant  threw  himself  upon  a  couch  of  turf,  and  listened  with  an 
indifferent  air  to  the  supplications  of  his  companions. 

"Be  not  thus  contemptuous,"  I  heard  the  Enchanter  say. 
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on  enteriDg  ;  "  you  have  tlie  advantage  at  present,  but  fortune 
will  one  day  change.  The  same  arts,  which  have  made  you 
possessor  of  the  two  spinning-wheels,  may  again  deprire  you  of 
them ;  nor  can  you  put  them  to  any  use  without  the  third, 
which  I  never  will  trust  out  of  my  own  custody.  Listen  then 
to  my  proposals.  Restore  my  brothers  to  their  original  forms  ; 
suffer  me  to  re-assemble  the  limbs  of  the  Queen  of  Denmark  ; 
and  forbear  to  insist  upon  the  dreadful  conditions  attached  to 
the  possession  of  Sapinella.  On  my  part,  I  assure  you,  though 
I  cannot  consent  to  becoming  your  subject,  that  I  will  never 
attempt  to  become  your  master  ;  the  two  spinning-wheels  shall 
remain  yours  for  ever,  and  I  promise  you  from  this  momen^ 
eternal  peace  and  amity.*' 

"  Promise  me  a  fiddlestick  !  **  interrupted  the  Giant,  taking 
the  pipe  out  of  his  mouth;  "will  yonder  stubborn  little 
Princess  promise  to  marry  me,  if  I  put  matters  td  rights  again? 
That  is  the  only  promise,  which  will  have  any  effect,  1  can 
assure  you." 

**  I  marry  you  ?  "  exclaimed  the  damsel :  **  Inhuman  mon- 
ster, what  claim  can  you  advance  to  my  affections  ?  Have  you 
not  cut  my  unfortunate  mother  into  a  thousand  pieces  ?  Have 
not  your  spells  compelled  my  royal  father  to  walk  upon  all 
fours  ?  Besides,  if  you  had  not  the  worst  memory  of  any 
Genius  upon  earth,  you  would  recollect,  that  the  stars  have 
decreed,  that  I  shall  marry  nobody,  unless  I  marry  Facardin, 
Prince  of  Ophir." 

**  A  fig  for  the  stars !  "  cried  the  Giant ;  "  they  don't  know 
what  they  talk  about ;  for  it  was  but  last  night  that  I  read  in 
them  these  identical  words,  written  in  a  very  neat  running 
hand —  *  Sapinella  of  Jutland  shall  never  marry  Facardin, 
Prince  of  Ophir.' " 

**  I  shall  certainly  go  distracted  ! "  exclaimgd  Sapinella, 
wringing  her  hands.     **I  am  to  marry  nobody,  if  not  the 
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Prince  of  Opbir,  and  yet  it  seems  tlie  Prince  of  Ophir  is  never 
to  marry  me :  the  meaning  of  all  which  is,  that  I  am  never  to 
marry  at  all !  Surely  the  devil  is  in  the  stars,  and  I  wish  they 
were  all  at  the  bottom  of  the  sea,  for  they  are  the  plague  of  my 
existence ! " 

Here  she  began  to  weep,  as  if  she  meant  to  set  the  room 
afloat.  However,  her  tears  could  not  melt  the  Giant's  hard 
heart,  who  rose  to  take  his  departure. 

<'  On  no  other  conditions,"  said  he,  "will  I  reverse  my 
spells  ;  and  if  you  can  reverse  them  yourself,  you  are  cleverer 
than  I  take  you  to  be.  Farewell,  Princess  ;  the  Prince  of 
Ophir  will  be  here  shortly.  I  cannot  prevent  your  seeing  him, 
but  I  will  prevent  your  liking  him  while  with  you  ;  as  to  his 
liking  you,  that  your  own  rashness  has  already  prevented. 
Aye !  aye !  •'  continued  he,  addressing  himself  to  the  cock» 
**  turn  away,  dd  gentleman  !  If  you  had  done  that  sooner, 
you  would  have  done  wisely.  As  it  is,  your  labour  is  thrown 
away,  and  you  are  likely  to  crow  for  sixteen  years  longer." 

The  cock  only  replied  by  a  look  of  indignation,  and  by 
turning  his  tail  upon  him  with  an  air,  for  a  cock,  remarkably 
majestic.  In  the  mean  while  the  form  of  the  Giant,  dissolving 
into  a  cloud  of  smoke,  soon  made  its  exit  from  the  grotto. 

In  this  conversation  nothing  struck  me  more  than  the  name 
of  the  Prince  of  Ophir  ;  it  was  the  same  with  my  own,  and  I 
began  to  suspect  that  the  family  name  of  the  royal  family  of 
Ophir  must  needs  be  Facardin.  To  ascertain  this  point,  I  now 
advanced  from  my  concealment,  and  having  made  one  of  my 
best  dancing  bows,  I  addressed  the  Enchanter  nearly  as 
follows : — 

"Permit  me.  Doctor,"  said  I,  (for,  as  he  was  a  conjuror,  I 
thought  that  he  must  certainly  have  taken  an  University 
degree,)  **  permit  me.  Doctor,  to  make  myself  known  to  you, 
and  ask  you'  a  few  questions.     Idle  as  you  may  think  my 
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curiositj,  I  confess  I  cannot  help  wishing  to  know  the  name  of 
my  parents,  and  to  what  place  I  went  to  he  horn.  Satisfy  me 
on  this  head,  and  you  shall  he  handsomely  rewarded  for  your 
trouhle." 

With  these  words  I  showed  him  the  palm  of  my  hand,  and 
prepared  to  cross  his  with  a  piece  of  money.  The  Enchanter, 
who  was  hy  no  means  a  common  fortnne-teller,  rejected  hoth  ; 
but,  before  he  could  reply,  the  cock  hopped  up  to  him  with 
much  dignity,  and  crowed  thrice  in  tones  so  expressiye,  that  I 
was  convinced  of  their  meaning  more  than  cocks  do  in  ordinary. 

"Alas!  my  dear  Tarif-Eldin,"  said  the  magician,  as  if 
replying  to  some  question  which  the  cock  had  asked,  "  I  fear 
that  your  hopes  are  too  sanguine.  In  spite  of  his  name,  this 
young  man  seems  calculated  neither  by  his  age  nor  his  natural 
strength  for  so  violent  an  exertion.  However,  as  the  bow  ia 
luckily  in  my  possession,  if  you  insist  upon  it,  the  trial  shall  be 
made  ;  but  remember,  that  from  the  moment  you  enter  your 
prison,  its  door  must  be  closed  no  more  to  open,  till  the  Facardin 
arrives  destined  to  free  you  from  your  feathers,  restore  Sapi- 
nella's  original  form,  dispel  Moussellina's  gravity,  and  devour 
that  fatal  toe,  in  which  consists  the  whole  power  of  our 
enemy. " 

Upon  heanng  this,  the  cock  for  a  few  moments  appeared  to 
hesitate,  and  he  hung  his  head  mournfully :  but  his  spirits  soon 
revived.  He  spread  his  tail,  clapped  his  wings,  and  then 
turning  to  the  Enchanter,  exclaimed  in  a  tone  the  most  resolute, 
and  with  an  air  the  most  intrepid,  "  Cock-a-doodle-doo  ! "  He 
then  hopped  into  the  bird-cage  with  great  alacrity,  the  door  of 
which  closed  upon  liim  with  a  thundering  noise. 

The  Enchanter  now  openmg  a  case  of  sandal-wood,  and 
drawing  forth  a  bow  of  polished  steel,  requested  me  to  bend  it* 
I  hesitated  not  to  obey,  but  in  vain  did  I  first  try  it  one  way, 
and  then  another.     My  attitudes,  it  must  be  allowed,  were 
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nncommonlj  graoefbl,  but  the  bow  remained  unbent ;  and  at 
length  the  skin  being  rubbed  off  both  mj  hands,  (which 
natiurally  are  rather  of  a  delicate  texture,)  I  was  obliged  to 
relinquish  the  instrument  in  dei^Mur. 

"  I  thought  so !  "  said  the  Enchanter,  shaking  his  head 
moumfnllj ;  <'  It  is  well,  that  I  have  three  strings  to  my  bow! 
As  for  this,  be  it  your  charge,  Saptnella,  and  remember,  that 
he  who  bends  it,  will  thereby  prove  himself  the  person  destined 
to  rererse  the  ill  fortunes  of  your  family.  I  am  now  compelled 
to  leaye  you  ;  henceforth,  I  am  not  permitted  to  visit  you, 
neither  is  it  in  my  power  to  prevent  the  Crenius  Feridoun  from 
occasionally  tormenting  you  with  his  presence:  but  let  it  be 
some  consolation  to  know,  that  whenever  he  sets  his  foot  upon 
this  mountain,  he  becomes  your  slave,  not  your  master,  and 
that  my  spells  will  force  him  to  forbear  repeating  his  addresses, 
or  attempting  to  possess  your  person  by  force.  Take  courage 
then,  my  dear  niece ;  however  disagreeable  the  form  which 
your  rash  vow  compels  you  to  assume,  remember,  that  yon 
will  one  day  regain  your  own,  will  be  married  to  the  Prince  of 
Ophir,  have  a  great  many  children,  and  live  very  happy  ever 
after." 

**  Alas !  "  replied  the  lady,  "  you  f<»*get,  most  wise  Oara- 
moussal,  that  the  provoking  stars  have  decreed,  that  I  never 
am  to  marry  the  Prince  of  Ophir !  But  what  surprises  me 
most  is,  that  since  you  are  a  conjuror,  and  practise  the  black 
art,  you  did  not  foresee  and  prevent  all  this  mischief." 

"  Sapinella  !  "  replied  Oaramoussal,  with  a  look  of  profound 
wisdom,  *'  though  I  am  an  Enchanter,  I  would  have  you  to 
know,  that  I  never  was  taken  for  a  Conjuror  before !  neither 
can  the  power  of  magic  possibly  reverse  the  decrees  of  fate,  for 
decrees  are  decrees,  and  fate  is  fate !  Be  content  to  know^ 
that  no  exertions  on  my  part  shall  be  wanting  to  alleviate  your 
sorrows  ;  nor  do  Z  quite  despair  of  finding  at  length  a  Prince 
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Tigorous  enough  to  bend  this  bow,  a  mouth  as  large  as  your 
father  s,  a  cock  that  can  fly  as  high  as  the  emperor,  and  a  rope 
spun  by  the  hands  of  three  Princesses  the  most  beautiful  in 
the  world,  long  enough  to  reach  from  the  summit  of  Mount 
Atlas  to  the  surface  of  the  sea,  and  strong  enough  to  bind  our 
inveterate  enemy  in  fetters  never  to  be  broken.  As  for  you, 
young  man/'  continued  he,  addressing  himself  to  me,  "  I  must 
not  at  present  satisfy  your  curiosity  respecting  your  parents  ; 
suffice  it  to  know,  that  you  have  a  brother,  who  will  shortly 
fall  into  the  power  of  Feridoun,  that  Giant  whom  you  have  just 
now  seen.  Be  it  your  care  to  deliver  him  from  thence,  and  in 
order  that  you  may  know  him  when  you  meet,  behold  his 
figure !  " 

Here  the  Enchanter  waved  his  wand.  I  immediately  beheld 
on  the  opposite  side  of  the  grotto  a  young  man  seated  on  a 
rose-coloured  sofa,  and  picking  his  teeth  in  a  careless  attitude : 
the  vision  lasted  but  a  moment ;  yet  in  that  short  period  he 
found  time  to  yawn  thrice,  an  habit  of  which  (as  you  probably 
have  already  observed)  love  itself  has  not  been  able  to  cure 
him.  The  figure  having  disappeared,  Caramoussal  thus 
continued  his  discourse. 

**  Your  brother  is  called  Facardin  as  well  as  yourself ;  a 
name,  which  important  reasons  have  induced  me  to  bestow  on 
various  children,  in  whose  fate  I  feel  interested.  Feridoun's 
abode  is  not  easily  discovered  ;  but  as  it  is  necessary  that  you 
should  reach  it  for  the  purpoBe  of  rescuing  your  brotL.  I  now 
present  you  with  this  phcenix  of  all  coursers,  who  not  only 
surpasses  the  winds  themselves  in  fleetness,  but  will,  unbidden^ 
conduct  you  to  those  places,  where  it  is  most  your  interest 
to  be." 

I  heard  the  latter  part  of  his  speech  with  some  surprise. 
In  vain  did  I  look  round  and  round ;  no  courser  was  to  be  seen, 
and  yet  did  Caramoussal  continue  to  enhance  the  value  of  his 
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present ;  assuring  me,  that  the  animal  was  sound  wind  and 
limb,  perfectly  free  from  yice,  and  altogether  as  deyer  a  little 
tit,  as  ever  was  crossed  by  a  gentleman.  And  still  no  horse 
appeared  !  At  length  I  began  to  snspect,  that  my  friend  the 
Enchanter  was  not  quite  himself,  and  that  he  had  been  endea- 
vouring to  settle  matters  with  the  Genius  over  a  bottle.  This 
suspicion  was  confirmed,  when  conducting  me  to  a  comer  of 
the  grotto,  he  pointed  to  a  three-legged  stool,  and  desired  me 
to  mount  immediately.  He  then  forcibly  obliged  me  to  seat 
myself  upon  the  stool,  and  thus  proceeded. 

**  Excellent !  "  said  he,  with  an  air  of  satisfaction ;  "  really, 
considering  that  you  neyer  were  on  horseback  before,  you  make  a 
tolerable  appearance,  and  seem  to  have  a  very  good  seat.  Now 
then,  nothing  is  wanting  to  complete  your  travelling  equipage, 
except  this  two-stringed  guitar.  Take  it,  and  observe,  that 
whenever  you  strike  the  silver  chord,  aU  who  are  within  hearing 
will  be  compelled  to  dance ;  and  when  you  strike  the  golden 
one,  whatever  actions  are  going  on  at  that  moment  will  be  con- 
tinued by  the  performers  during  a  full  hour :  on  yourself  alone 
the  charm  will  have  no  effect.  Now,  then,  proceed  in  search 
of  your  brother ;  and  should  you  meet .  by  the  way  with  any 
stray  legs,  arms,  heads,,  or  bodies,  have  the  goodness  to  put 
them  into  the  green  velvet  bag,  which  is  suspended  under  joor 
horse.  Remember  also,  that  whenever  you  wish  him  to  set 
forwards,  you  must  say — '  Chick-ali-allah-mamoud-bizzil-khan ;' 
and  that  you  never  must  dismount  him  without  first  whistling 
thrice,  and  rubbing  the  tip  of  your  nose  as  often  against  the 
bridge  of  your  guitar," 

"  My  dear  Doctor,",  said  I,  **  you  must  certainly  be  dream- 
ing !  What  in  the  name  of  heaven  can  you  mean  by  stray  legs 
and  arms  ?  and  as  to  making  this  three-legged  stool  move  by 
merely  pronouncing — '*  Ghick-ali-allah-mamoud-bizzil-khan,'*—- 
the  thing  is  absolutely  impossible." 
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The  vords  were  scarcelj  out  of  mj  mouth,  when  the  stodl 
set  off  with  me,  as  hard  as  it  eonid  lay  its  three  legs  to  the 
groond !  It  galloped  tip  hill  and  down  dale  like  a  mad  thing, 
leaped  over  five^harred  gates  with  the  greatest  agility,  and 
upon  reaching  the  hanks  of  a  riyer,  without  hesitation  it  dashed 
into  the  water,  and  soon  landed  me  on  the  opposite  shore. 
Immediately  my  wooden  courser  resumed  his  speed,  and  away 
we  wrat  again,  as  if  we  had  heen  galloping  for  a  wager.  As 
we  passed  through  a  village,  the  people  ran  out  to  wond^  at  us; 
the  men  and  women  hooted  us,  and  the  little  hoys  pelted  us 
with  mud,  stones,  rotten  eggs,  and  dead  oats  ;  hut  all  this 
only  senred  to  make  my  nag  go  the  faster.  I  cried  out  to 
tiiem  to  stop  him,  for  that  I  was  run  away  with.  Some  of  them 
endeavoured  to  ohey  me ;  hut  whenever  they  approached  the 
stool  to  lay  hold  of  it,  one  of  its  legs  kicked  up,  and  dealt  ahout 
hroken  heads  and  hloody  noses  with  such  generosity,  that  the 
attempt  was  soon  abandoned.  The  machine  conlinued  to 
proceed,  nor  stopped^  till  we  reached  the  gate  of  an  ancient 
castle. 

Notwithstanding  the  rapidity  of  my  progress,  I  was  not 
in  the  least  fatigued  ;  it 's  true,  my  horse  was  nothing  more 
than  a  joint-stool,  but  it  was  as  easy  as  if  it  had  been  an  arm- 
chair!  I  was  occupied  in  examining  the  castle's  exterior, 
when  the  portal  grated  upon  its  rusty  hinges,  and  two  servants, 
almost  bent  double  with  age,  advanced  with  an  entreaty,  that 
I  would  enter,  and  accept  of  some  refreshment.  With  this 
request  I  readily  complied ;  but  nothing  could  induce  me  to 
quit  my  seat,  till  I  had  whistled  thrice,  and  given  my  nose 
three  gentle  rubs  against  the  bridge  of  my  guitar.  After  this 
important  ceremony  I  entered  the  castle  ;  nor  was  I  a  little 
pleased,  nor  my  companions  a  little  surprised,  at  observing  that 
the  stool  came  trotting  after  me,  and  never  suffered  me  to  go 
out  of  its  sight.     This  induced  me  to  hope,  that  tiie  mftchine 
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was  growing  attached  to  me  ;  and  deairons  of  encouraging  this 
predilection,  I  failed  not  occasionally  to  pat  it  upon  the  hack, 
and  seize  eveiy  means  of  showing,  that  I  was  satisfied  with  its 
serrices. 

My  guides  crawled  on  so  slowly,  that  I  had  full  leisure  to 
obserre  the  apartments  through  which  we  passed.  They  were 
magnificently  furnished,  but  all  in  an  antiquated  taste  ;  old 
tapestry,  old  books,  old  pictures,  old  chairs ;  everything  was 
old,  and  seemed  of  a  piece  with  my  conductors.  They  ushered 
me  into  a  small  octagon  diamber,  and  I  now  begged  to  know 
their  master's  name. 

*'  We  haTe  no  master,"  was  the  reply.  '*  This  castle  belongs 
to  a  Princess,  to  idiom  you  will  be  introduced  as  soon  as  yoa 
are  old  enough." 

I  thought  this  a  rery  strange  condition,  and  begged  to  know 
at  what  age  her  Highness  would  think  me  presentable.  I  was 
answered,  that  natives  of  that  country  did  not  presume  to 
appear  at  court  till  they  were  turned  of  sixty ;  but  that,  in 
consideration  of  my  being  a  stranger,  ten  full  years  would  be 
abated.  I  hastened  to  assure  the  domestics  that,  anxious  as  I 
was  to  be  acquainted  with  their  mistress,  still  I  could  not 
possibly  wait  thirty  years  for  that  honour ;  that  I  was  obliged 
to  proceed  on  my  journey  immediately  ;  but  that  I  should  take 
care  to  return  and  pay  my  respects  to  her  Highness  as  soon  as 
I  should  be  decently  decrepit. 

*'  You  mistake  me,"  interrupted  one  of  the  old  men.  '*  As 
a  stranger,  it  will  be  sufficient  for  you  to  look  old  ;  and,  pro- 
yided  you  do  but  wear  the  appearance  of  age,  your  possessing 
the  vigour  of  youth  is  a  defect  which  you  will  find  the  Princess 
very  ready  to  forgive  in  you.  Ton  are  to  know  that  she  once 
was  a  mistress  of  the  Genius  Feridoun ;  but  being  grown  old, 
and  consequently  neglected,  she  retired  from  the  world  in  dis- 
gust, and  now  keeps  her  court  in  this  ancient  castle.    In  order 
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to  preserve  lier  eyes  from  bemg  offended  bj-  the  sight  of  that 
yoath  and  beauty  in  others  which  she  no  longer  possesses  her- 
self, nothing  but  what  is  old  is  suffered  to  approach  her,  and 
her  court  is  composed  entirely  of  superannuated  belles  and 
beaux  in  their  dotage.  A  talisman  placed  here  by  Feridoun 
preserves  in  our  hearts  our  youthful  passions :  we  love,  intrigue^ 
quarrel,  and  fight,  as  if  we  were  still  in  the  bloom  of  seventeen, 
and  to  a  stranger  this  sight  will  probably  appear  entertaining. 
Here  you  will  find  four  antiquated  couple  tottering  through  a 
cotillion  in  spectacles ;  while  there  a  circle  of  seniors,  with 
trumpets  at  their  ears,  are  fascinated  by  the  vocal  powers  of  a 
toothless  toast.  In  one  room  you  will  admire  two  fiety  dotards 
burning  with  rage,  anxious  to  fight,  but  unable  to  draw  their 
swords  ;  and  in  another  you  will  see  a  wrinkled  beauty  of  four- 
score snatch  her  shrivelled  hand  from  her  drivelling  adorer, 
refuse  him  in  disdain  one  of  her  five  remaining  hairs,  and 
exclaim  against  the  wiles  of  wicked  man,  and  the  too  easy  faith 
of  unsuspecting  woman." 

This  account  piqued  my  curiosity,  and  having  nothing  better 
to  do,  I  accepted  the  services  of  the  old  domestics,  who  has- 
tened to  equip  me  for  their  lady's  presence-chamber.  They 
began  by  fixing  a  grey  wig  upon  my  head,  and  then  fastened 
under  my  chin  a  beard,  whose  length  was  truly  respectable. 
After  this,  they  drew  red  circles  round  my  eyes,  traced  several 
wrinkles  on  my  forehead,  and  in  a  quarter  of  an  hour  rendered 
my  appearance  so  venerable,  that  when  I  first  looked  in  the 
glass,  I  involuntarily  madp  myself  a  low  bow.  The  servants 
now  withdrew  to  announce  my  arrival  to  their  mistress. 

Scarcely  was  I  left  alone,  when  the  sound  of  complaint 
attracted  my  attention.  I  listened,  and  heard  a  voice  which 
seemed  to  be  in  the  room,  bemoan  its  hard  fate,  call  the  stars 
cruel,  and  (as  is  usual  on  such  occasions)  invite  death  to  put 
an  end  to  its  sorrows.    As  I  could  discover  nobody  except 
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myself  in  the  chaftiber,  and  as  the  voice  seemed  totbe  close  at 
my  elbow,  I  was  somewhat  puzzled  by  this  occurrence.  Pre- 
sently, I  felt  something  treading  upon  my  toes :  I  looked  down  : 
it  was  the  joint-stool,  which  had  taken  that  mode  of  attracting 
my  attention,  and  which  having  obtained  it,  marched  before 
me  towards  a  comer-cupboard.  It  was  fastened,  and  as  I  have 
always  been  told,  that  it  is  extremely  wrong  to  pick  a  lock,  I 
judged,  that  it  would  be  much  more  genteel  to  break  the  door 
open.  I  did  so,  and  found  in  it  a  tortoise-shell  box,  which  I 
examined  without  delay.  What  was  my  surprise  at  finding  a 
pair  of  lips  of  the  most  rosy  freshness,  whose  continual  motion 
(as  well  as  that  of  the  tongue,  which  I  could  perceive  occa- 
sionaUy,)  left  me  no  doubt  from  whence  the  voice  proceeded  I 

This  circumstance  embarrassed  me  not  a  little.  In  vain  did 
I  endeavour  to  unravel  it,  but  could  only  ascertain,  that  from 
their  incessant  motion,  the  lips  must  certainly  have  belonged 
to  a  woman.  Still  the  complaints  continued ;  I  listened  to 
them  attentively,  and  at  length  heard  some  sentences  which 
cleared  up  my  doubts  at  once. 

"  No  !  "  said  the  voice,  **  never  was  wretchedness  equal  to 
mine  !  Never  before  was  woman  chopped  in  pieces,  because 
her  daughter  refused  to  marry  a  man  ten  yards  high  !  Oh ! 
if  I  had  my  eyes  again,  I  should  certainly  cry  them  out  at 
thinking  to  how  ignoble  an  office  my  bosom  is  fated,  that 
bosom  of  which  I  was  once  so  proud !  And  shall  that  harridait 
of  a  Princess  possess  it  for  ever  i  No  !  let  but  the  rest  of  me 
be  put  together  again,  and  soon  will  I  have  my  bosom  back  in 
spite  of  her  teeth  ;  or  rather  in  spite  of  mine,  for  alas  I  the 
traitress  has  got  possession  of  them  too  I  As  for  my  other 
limbs,  heaven  only  knows,  what  is  become  of  them  ;  but  I  am 
terribly  afraid,  that  my  legs  are  fallen  into  bad  hands.  Ah  ! 
if  that  defect  in  them,  which  I  so  carefully  concealed  from 
every  eye,  should  be  discovered.  .*••%•»    Insupportable 
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AougHi !  tHeayf^  and  earth  I  I  sheulcl  certailJy  ezj^^ 
with  sbaxxie^  were  it  oiiee  puMiolj  kA&wB,  that  mj  lega  aro 
bandy !  *' 

So  patheiie  was  the  t6iie»  ia  wLicK  these  last  woida  were 
pronounced,  that  I  could  not  re&ain  from  weeing.  I  asked 
ih&  lips  several  questional  but  to  no  purpose  ;  indeed  I  found 
afterwards,  that  the  ears,  whidsi  ought  to  haye  heard  me,  war^ 
at  that  time  about  three  thousand  leagues  o£  Howeyer,  I  had 
Hko  doubt,  bol  thttt  these  yery  li|>s  were  part  of  the  stray  limba 
lecommended  to  my  care  by  Caramousaal^  and  I  immediatd-y 
deposited  them  in  the  green  velyet  bag.  This  was  scarcely 
done,  when  the  seryants  returned  to  conduet  me  to  the 
Princess ;  I  fc^owed  ^aem,  and  my  ibree*legged  eompftuion 
irotted  after  me^ 

The  Princess  Ohinchinosa  (for  that  was  her  name)  it  seems^ 
brtkd  been  &  fayounte  of  Eeridoun ;  I  could  not  by  any  means 
aidmire  Feridoun's  taata.  She  might  indeed  haye  been  hand* 
tome  oaee,  but  I  should  neyer  haye  suspected  it*  Her  skin 
was  like  so  much  tanned  leather  •  her  high  cheek-bones, 
daubed  thickly  drex  with  paiat,.  seemed  ready  to  pierce  through 
tibe  skin  wloek  coyer ed  them  :  ajid  not  having  haijr  enough  left 
with  whi^  to  fasten  it  <m,  her  monstrous  flax^ai  periwig  got  a 
Ijktle  more  on  one  side  with  every  movement ;  so  that  by  the 
lime  that  I  had  be^i  in  the  zoom  a  quarter  of  an  hour,,  it  had 
made  half  the  eircuit  of  her  head,  and  the  hind  part  hung 
down  before.  She  aat  upon  a  lofty  throne  surrounded  by  her. 
eourtiiOTS,  whose  nodding  heads  and  trembling,  handa  made  me 
^nk  at  first  that  I  had  got  am<mg  a  parcel  of  shaking  man- 
darine at  a  china  shop.  The  ladies  of  the  bedrchamber  wer^ 
aJi  turned  of  fourscore  ;  every  maad  of  hojiour  was  at  least  iii 
fier  grand  climacteric  ;  and  there  was  not  a  staff  officer  in  he^ 
whole  army,  who  did  not  go  upon  crutches.  Such  wa»  thq[ 
court  of  the  Princesa  Ghinchinosa» 
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. '  Shd  reeeived  me  yery  graeiouslj,  and  at  dinner  I  was  placed 
fit  her  ri^i  hand.  I.  soon  fonnd  that  spoon  meat  was  in  great 
ij^quest ;  not  but  that  there  was  a  yarleij  ol  other  dishes,  such 
sts  old  mntton,  hu^e  beef,  and  fall  grown  fowls.  But  as  foe 
lamb  and  TeaLdiej  were  forbidden  food  ^  the  Princess  would  bare 
Bdnted  tA  the  sight  of  a  chicken  ;  and  a  pigeon,  to  which  I  was 
llelped,  pvoved  so  extremely  old  and  tough,  that  in  mj  con** 
^^eoee  I  betiere  it  was  the  same  that  carried  Noah  the  olive- 
branch.  Burxng^  dinner,  there  was  a  concert,  at  whidi  nothing 
but  old  music  was  performed  ;  and  between  the  instrumental 
{iieces,  a  Soprano  (who  looked  like  Methusalem)  favoured  ua 
hj  warbling  Si^omon's  song.  His  hands  trembled  so,  that  he 
«toa]d  hardly  hold  the  music-book,  and  his  voice  ]>eing  extremely 
^firm,  I  could  not  but  allow,  that  his  shake  was  wonderful. 
However  I  did  not  much  attend  to  the  music  ;  another  object 
engrossed  all  my  attention. 

Her  Highncss's  nose  and  chin  being  of  an  immoderate  length*. 
sssidi  meeting  so  dose  that  a  walnut  plaeed  between  them  would 
bare  remained  there  &nnly,  she  was  obliged  to  introduce  her: 
food  into  her  moB&  at:  one  comer*  Luckily  that  mouth  was  so 
Ikrge,  &at  die  aecomplished  the  prnni  without  difSculty,  and  in 
ddzrg  it  took  care  td  diapJay  two  rows  of  teedi  admirable  foe 
their  regularity  and  whiteness*  She  saw  that  I  remarked 
them,  and,  willii^  to  complete  her  supposed  conquest,  she 
fnade  the  heat  a  pretext  for  removing  the  gauze  from  her  ueek,. 
and  discovering  a  bosom  of  which  a  Grrace  need  not  have  been, 
ashamed.  .  I  no  sooner  beheld  it  than  I  was  convinced  that  botk 
this  and  the  teeth  belonged  to  the  lips  already  in  my  possession., 
]bifitantfy  I  fitarted  from  my  seat,  with  one  hand  cut  a  fleshy 
colemi^d  string' which  fastened  the  bosom  to  the  back  of  her 
ffighness's  scraggy  neck,  and  with  the  other  clapped  it  into  my 
fcag,  without*  saying  a  STilable. 

.^fiiftdmosafa   «azprise   and   rage    at    first   choked   bar 

l2 
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utterance.  No  sooner  did  she  recover  herself  than  she  seized  a 
plate,  intending  to  throw  it  at  my  head,  and  prepared  to  utter 
a  voUej  of  execrations,  the  first  word  of  which  I  yerilj  helieye 
to  have  heen  nothing  less  than — *'  Damnation ! "  Before  she 
could  execute  either  the  one  or  the  other  design,  I  struck  the 
golden  string  of  my  guitar.  Instantly  her  hand  remained  with 
the  plate  suspended  in  the  air,  her  lips  continued  to  move  with 
incredible  velocity,  and  she  continued  to  repeat — "  Damn, 
danm,  damn,  damn," — without  being  able  to  bring  out  another 
syllable*  Kor  was  the  effect  produced  upon  the  spectators  less 
strong.  The  high  steward,  who  was  drinking,  was  unable  to 
take  the  cup  from  his  lips,  and  swallowed  such  a  quantity  of 
liquor,  that  I  expected  to  see  him  burst  every  moment.  Hia 
wife,  who  was  fanning  herself  violently,  soon  knocked  off  the 
mounting,  and  continued  to  shake  the  bare  sticks.  The  chief 
cadi  was  repeating  an  interesting  anecdote ;  but,  instead  of 
making  any  progress  in  it,  he  repeated  the  same  sentence  over 
and  over  and  over  again,  while  his  hearers  listened  as  atten* 
lively  as  if  they  had  never  heard  it  before.  Two  old  generals, 
who  were  shaking  hands,  continued  to  wring  each  others' 
lingers  till  I  thought  that  they  would  all  have  dropped  off ;  and 
the  Master  of  the  Horse,  being  employed  in  treading  affection* 
ately  on  the  toes  of  the  maid  of  honour  who  sat  next  to  him^ 
remained  so  long  in  this  attitude,  that  the  poor  creature  (who 
happened  to  have  corns)  roared  aloud  with  all  her  might  and 
main.  Above  all,  I  was  amused  by  an  old  lady  of  the  bed-* 
chamber,  who  having  just  filled  her  mouth  with  a  piece  of 
huming  hot  pudding,  was  unable  to  get  rid  of  it,  and  perse-« 
vered  in  tossing  it  from  one  side  to  the  other  with  such  horrible 
toy  faces  as  would  have  provoked  laughter  in  Mahomet  himself^ 
I  now  prepared  for  my  departure ;  but  first  I  made  bold  to  strip 
Ghinchinosa's  mouth  of  its  borrowed  ornaments.  These  also  I 
put  carefully  into  my  bag  y  then  seating  myself  on  the  tripod. 
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I  pronounced — "  Chick-ali-aUah-mamoud-bizzil-klian  !  " — on 
vhich  it  gave  a  great  jump,  darted  with  me  out  of  the  window, 
and  I  soon  lost  sight  of  the  castle  and  its  environs* 

I  was  well  satisfied  with  the  issue  of  this  adyenture,  and  still 
better  with  my  wooden  horse,  who  for  a  flying  leap  was  without 
his  equal.  We  soon  reached  the  gates  of  a  noble  city.  Not 
choosing  to  make  too  conspicuous  a  figure,  I  quitted  my  seat 
after  using  the  necessary  precautions,  and  entered  the  city  on 
foot ;  but  my  companion  attracted  such  uniyersal  notice,  and 
the  crowd  which  followed  us  created  such  a  disturbance,  that  as 
we  passed  the  prime  minister's  palace  he  was  induced  to  appear 
in  his  balcony.  Struck  with  surprise  at  the  sight  of  this  ani* 
mated  machine,  he  gave  orders  that  both  of  us  should  be  con* 
ducted  into  his  presence.  This  command  I  readily  obeyed,  and 
the  stool  trotted  up  stairs  after  me  of  its  own  accord. 

My  reception  was  very  gracious.  I  took  care  to  keep  my 
birth  and  station  in  life  a  secret,  which  (as  I  knew  nothing 
about  them  myself)  was  a  matter  of  no  great  difficulty :  how- 
ever, I  failed  not  occasionally  to  throw  out  certain  little  hints, 
which,  by  saying  nothing  and  implying  a  great  deal,  made  the 
minister  understand  that  I  was  a  person  of  no  slight  importance. 
On  his  part,  he  informed  me  that  I  was  then  in  the  capital  of 
the  Banish  dominions  ;  and  he  begged  me  vety  politely  to 
make  use  of  his  house  during  my  stay  at  Copenhagen,  a  request 
with  which  I  was  condescending  enough  to  comply. 

At  night  1  was  conducted  to  a  superb  apartment.  I  could 
not  help  expressihg  to  the  domestics  who  were  appointed  to 
iattend  me  my  surprise  that,  among  all  his  civilities,  their  lord 
had  not  offered  to  present  me  at  court.  A  flood  of  tears  was 
the  first  answer  to  this  observation  ;  after  which  they  informed 
iae  that  the  whole  royal  family  had  suddenly  disappeared  in  a 
most  unaccountable  manner,  and  that  the  supreme  power  was 
for  the  present  exercised  by  the  chief  minister  alone.    They 
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alfio  entreated  xae  not  to  meotion  thk  Bubjeet  before  tlieir  lor(^ 
>?ho8e  grief  luul  been  exeefisire  on  this  oeeauen ;  aad  they  even 
hinted  that  a  tender  attaehment  to  her  Majesty  was  suspected 
to  have  no  small  share  in  producij]^  so  violent  an  affliction. 

The  domesties  now  left  me :  I  retired  to  my  couch«  where  I 
soon  fell  into  a  profound  sleep  ;  but  the  tripod  did  not  suffer 
me  to  enjoy  it  long.  As  its  moyements  seemed  to  insist  upon 
n^  rising,  I  took  my  guitar,  and  followed  the  most  intelligent 
of  all  moTeables  throu^  a  long  gallery,  which  led  to  the 
minister  s  own  bed-chamber.  Unwilling  to  disturb  him  at  an 
hour  BO  unseasonable,  I  would  not  enter ;  but  I  made  no  scruple 
of  Xookiog  through  the  key-hole,  which  (I  thought)  could  do  no 
harm  to  anybody.  My  surprise  at  what  I  beheld  was  excessive  I 
jThe  minister,  a  grave,  stately  man,  wi^  a  white  beard,  was  on 
his  knees,  while  he  addressed  the  most  passionate  and  pathetio 
speeches  to  a  pair  of  the  handiest  legs  that  ever  were  covi^ed 
by  a  petticoat !  It  is  true,  to  set  them  off  a  little,  they  were 
elothed  in  flame-coLoured  stockings,  with  silver  clocks  ;  and  I 
remarked  that,  in  spite  of  their  crookedness,  they  walked  up 
nad  down  the  room  with  an  air  of  extraordinary  dignity  ! 

''  Oh  ho !  "  said  I  to  myself ;  ^'  these  legs  must  certainly 
hehng  to  die  lips  and  boeom  in  my  green  velvet  bag :  thej 
must  needs  become  their  eompanions." 

^  But  how  was  this  to  be  managed  ?  the  door  was  locked,  and 
the  key  on  the  inside.  However,  aceid^atally  applying  mj 
shoulder  to  one  part,  and  my  knee  to  another,  at  the  same 
time  throu^  m^e  inattention  giving  a  tolerably  hard  push 
jigainst  it,  as  good  luck  would  have  it,  the  door  happened  tt^ 
£y  openi  at  that  moment  tibie  right  kg  was  replying  .to  ^ 
tender  speech  of  the  minister's  hj  a  tolerably  hard  kick  upo9 
the  left  eheek.  I  walked  straight  up  to  them,  took  one  in 
each  hand,  and  in  spite  of  all  their  struggliag,  deposited  then> 
Tory  quietly  in. my  green  velvet  bag. 


Most  extreTAgani  was  t¥e  mge  of  tlie  prime  minifiter !  1^ 
called  loudly  for  his  seiraiits  to  ihnm  me  out  cf  the  window  ; 
a  eeremonj,  which  in  Jtj  opinion  was  qoite  mmeoessarj. 
PesifooB,  theiefore,  to  saye  the  poor  fellows  the  tronlrfe  oif 
coming  up  stairs,  I  intm  tried  for  ^e  first  time  the  silver  dioid 
of  mj  guitaor.  No  sooner  had  I  stmck  it,  than  the  ministar 
seemed  to  hare  been  stong  by  a  Tarantula.  In  fain  did  he 
strive  to  repress  his  desire  to  daaee,  a  desire  so  imbeeomii^ 
his  age  and  station !  Pirst  he  ext^ided  one  arm,  then  the 
other ;  now  he  lifted  the  left  leg,  and  now  the  right ;  till  aA 
length  be  set  off  at  fnll  speed,  and  danced  the  Hays  round 
two  elbow  chairs  with  wonderfbl  aetivity.  I  could  not  restrain 
my  mirth,  wh^i  I  saw  the  old  gentleman  (his  cheeks  glowing 
with  rage  and  his  eyes  flashing  Are)  frisk  away,  snap  his 
fingers,  nod  his  head,  figure  in  and  ont  between  the  chairs, 
and  every  now  and  then  set  to  a  comer  cupboard.  But  my 
attention  was  soon  called  to  quiet  a  disturbance,  which  had 
taken  place  in  the  green  veltet  bag.  It  seems  the  rage  for 
dancing  had  communicated  itself  to  the  flame-coloured  legs ; 
ihey  were  footing  it  away  at  an  asUmishing  rate  ;  while  the 
lips  complained  aloud,  that  they  were  kicked  black  and  blue, 
and  the  bosom  sent  forth  such  sighs,  as  if  its  very  heart  waa 
l)reaking.  This  being  the  case,  I  thought  fit  to  put  an  end  to 
the  balL  I  fwbore  to  strike  my  guitar,  seated  mys^  on  the 
joint-stool,  and  it  e^rang  wi^  me  through  the  window,  just  as 
the  minister  came  tumbling  up<m  the  fioor,  qmte  out  of  breath, 
and  totally  exhausted. 

I  will  pass  over  the  three  next  years  of  my  life,  whose  events 

'were  wh(dly  unimportant,  and  hasten  to  the  period  when  I 

encountered  my  brother  for  the  first  time.     One  day,  the 

•friendly  "Enchanter  suddenfy  appeared  before  me,  as  I  was 

•reposing  myself  upon  the  shore  <^  the  Bed  Sea. 

**  Yonth,"  said  he,  '*I  am  well  satisfied  with  your  obedient 
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you  have  Secured  thosd  limlw,  about  whieH  I  was  most  anxious, 
And  now  I  Haye  only  to  find  tHe  nose  and  tHe  left  hip.  But  the 
time  is  arriyed,  when  your  brother  requires  your  assistance : 
hasten  then  to  Feridoun's  island,  and  release  him  from  his 
disgraceful  captiyity  ;  but  in  order  to  accomplish  that  desirable 
'eyent,  you  must  £rst  assume  this  necessary  disguise." 

With  these  words  he  presented  me  with  a  female  dress  and 
assisted  me  in  the  arrangement  of  it.  He  proyed  to  be  a  yery 
dexterous  attendant,  and  contriyed  to  set  off  my  person  to  such 
adyantage,  that  when  I  peeped  into  my  only  looking-glass  (the 
Red  Sea,  whose  billows  washed  my  feet,)  a  yery  smart  young 
woman  presented  herself  in  the  watery  mirror.  One  circum- 
stance, indeed,  by  no  means  contributed  to  giye  me  a  feminine 
appearance.  I  had  not  shayed  for  two  days,  and  my  beard 
being  naturally  rather  black  and  bushy,  it  formed  a  yery 
striking  contrast  with  the  snow-white  muslin,  in  which  my 
head  was  enyeloped.  No  sooner  did  I  mention  this,  than 
Oaramoussal  (who  really  is  a  sharp  actiye  fellow,  and  can  turn 
his  hand  to  any  thing)  drew  out  a  shaying  case,  caught  me  by 
the  nose,  and  whipped  off  my  beard  in  the  twinkling  of  an  eye* 
This  done,  he  took  the  green  yelyet  bag  in  his  hand,  bade  me 
adieu,  and  yanished. 

I  was  now  left  to  my  own  thoughts  ;  I  did  not  indulge  them 
long,  for  I  was  of  opinion,  that  in  order  to  support  a  female 
character  naturally,  the  less  that  I  thought  the  better.  Not 
doubting  that  my  joint-stool  was  acquainted  with  the  nearest 
road  to  Feridoun's  habitation,  I  seated  myself  upon  it  as  usual^ 
and  began  to  pronounce  the  charm,  when  to  my  utter  astonish- 
snent  the  stool  slipped  from  under  me,  and  I  fell  upon  my  nose 
with  a  terrible  flump.  I  was  not  a  little  displeased  at  this 
practical  jest ;  but  resolying  not  to  giye  up  the*  point,  I 
endeayoured  to  reseat  myself :  the  tripod  proyed  too  cunning 
:0r  me :    aware  of'  my  design,  it  would  not  suffer  me  to 
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•approach  within  arm's  length  of  it,  nor  was  It  till  after  an 
hour's  chace,  that  I  succeeded  in  catching  it.  Scarcely  did  I 
grasp  its  fore-leg,  when  suddenly  I  felt  myself  seized  and 
lifted  into  the  air.  Greatly  was  I  alarmed  at  discoyering,  that 
a  monstrous  hird  called  a  Roc,  had  pounced  me,  and  was 
i>earing  me  through  the  atmosphere  in  his  talons.  You  may 
be  sure  that  I  did  not  spare  my  lungs  on  this  occasion,  and  a 
pair  of  tolerable  ears  might  haye  heard  my  cries  from  the  Red 
Sea  to  Jerusalem. 

A  few  moments  only  had  elapsed,  when  I  saw  someUiing 
glitter  beneath  me.  The  bird  descended  straight  towards  it, 
and  I  soon  found  myself  on  an  island  apparently  composed  of 
crystal ;  upon  which  the  beams  of  the  sun  were  playing  and 
tinging  it  with  a  yariety  of  colours,  the  most  beautiful  and 
brilliant.  Instantly  the  bird  was  metamorphosed  into  a  female, 
the  deformity  of  whose  person  and  countenance  was  by  no 
means  compensated  by  the  magnificence  of  her  dress. 

«  Be  not  alarmed,  loyely  lady,"  said  she  in  a  gentle  yoice : 
<*  If  you  proye  the  woman  for  whom  I  take  you,  you  haye  it  in 
your  power  to  render  a  signal  senrice  to  the  Genius  Feridoun, 
and  in  return  may  reckon  upon  his  most  fenrent  gratitude,  but 
should  I  find  myself  mistaken  in  the  person,.!  will  immediately 
either  conyey  you  back  to  the  spot  where  I  found  you,  or 
transport  you  to  any  part  of  the  globe  which  you  may  think 
proper  to  point  out.     Now  follow  me  to  my  soyereign." 

She  then  conducted  me  down  a  m9,gnificent  staircase  of 
crystal,  till  we  reached  a  spacious  saloon.  Here,  on  a  throne 
of  coral,  sat  the  Giant,  whom  I  had  already  seen  upon  Mount 
Atlas.  He  seemed  greatly  puzzled  about  something,  and  was 
•entertaining  himself  with  an  immense  magic  lantern.  My 
conductress  interrupted  him. 

'Vlllustrious  lord !  "  said  she,  ^^look  upon  this  damsel;  in 
tny  opinion  her  beauty  far  excels  that  of  the  Princess  Nour." 
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The  Genius  farbore  to  answer,  till  ke  faad  pot  on  Iiis  speo* 
tacles.  Tiiej  were  fanned  of  two  enonnoni  telescopes,  and 
wi&  tiiese  he  examined  me  for  some  minirtes  with  great  atten- 
tion. In  the  mesniribile  I  affeeted  to  blnsh,  and  €z  my  eyes 
ifarongh  modesty  on  the  gronnd. 

"  In  point  of  beauty,"  he  replied,  "  you  are  eertamly  right ; 
but  charms  alone  will  not  answer  my  porpose :  I  must  first 
know  whether  she  is  of  royal  blood — come  hither,  pretty  one : 
pray,  where  were  you  bom  ?  " 

j&Jtor  a  pause,  during  which  I  seemed  to  stm^e  with 
excess  of  timidity,  I  n«de  a  low  reverence,  .nd  repUed  in  s 
fsigned  yoioe — "idierever  your  Excellency  pleases/' 

*'  Yon  are  extremdiy  obliging,"  answered  he  ;  '*  but  as  that 
does  not  quite  resoline  my  question,  I  should  be  glad  to  know 
.who  were  your  por^its  ?  " 

*'To  the  best  of  my  knowledge,"  said  I,  after  a  few 
moments  past  in  reflection;  <'to  the  best  of  my  knowledge 
ihey  were  my  father  and  mother." 

''  So  I  should  suppose !  ^'  cried  the  giant  impatiently.  ^*  Wky 
the  gtri  is  an  idiot !  what  I  want  to  know  is,  what  were  their 
names  and  stations  in  life  ?  " 

** My  lord,"  answered  I,  **  they  never  thought  proper  to  tett 
xae  of  their  own  accord,  and  Mahomet  forbid  that  I  should 
liaye  been  «o  indiscreet,  as  to  ask  them  any  such  impertinent 
questions." 

"Why,  I  protest,"  exclaimed  Feridoun,  "you  are  a  very 
paragon  of  prudence !  But  as  I  am  not  likely  to  gain  muck 
information  from  you,  we  may  as  well  break  off  omr  discourse^ 
Oadiga,  conduct  her  to  the  Princess  Kour,  while  I  endeavour  to 
^£scover  by  my  bo(^,  that  of  which  she  se^ns  herself  to  be  s^ 
ignorant.  Go,  my  pretty  simplicity ;  Oadiga  will  furnish  yo« 
witii  playthings,  aakL  you  may  hare  as  many  almcmds  and  raisins 
as  you  can  manage  to  eat» ' ' 
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I  tlumfced  kixQ  with  sn  awkward  eliildiidi  air,  and  then  f ol« 
lowed  Cadiga,  mincing  my  ategB  as  miich  as  poaaiUe,  and 
mostly  walking  upon  tip-toe.  I  was  now  ushered  into  an  apart- 
ment, ifonned  also  of  erjsisL  But  curtains  of  gold  stuff  were 
suspended  round  the  walls,  and  efifeetuallj  prerented  the  persons 
within  from  heiag  seen  bj  those  without.  At  the  further  end 
of  the  room  was  a  sofa,  on  which  sat  a  young  lady  of  exquisite 
heauty.  She  ymA  splendidly  dressed,  and  was  onging  a  plain* 
tive  ur  to  her  lute.  Cadiga  now  bade  me  adieu»  and  retired^ 
lockiji^  the  door  after  her» 

The  j(»nt-«tool  all  tbia  while  had  remained  in  my  hand 
without  motion.  Its  weight,  added  to  tiiat  ci  the  guitar,  was 
by  no  means  ineonsiderable  ;  I  was  not  sorry  therofore  to  set  it 
on  the  ground.  No  sooner  was  it  a^  liberty,  than  it  ran  towards 
the  lady,  tumbled  itself  at  her  feet,  and,  as  far  as  I  could  ^uesa 
from  its  movements,  seemed  to  express  great  joy  at  the  sight  of 
her.  Without  paying  it  any  attention,  the  stranger  rose,  and 
eame  towuds  me  with  open  anns. 

^'Welcome,"  she  began,  *' welcome,  loyely  Princess,  to  this 
odious  piison  I  I  am  well  aware  that  in  you  I  behold  one  of 
these  unh<^y  beauties,  who  are  destined  to  share  with  me  the 
task  of  spinning  the  eord,  on  which  depends  the  preservation  of 
our  tyrant's  power ;  but  I  am  still  ignorant,  whether  you  are 
the  adcmible  Sapindla  of  Jutland,  or  the  divine  Moussellina  of 
Astracan.  Answer  me,  amiable  stranger ;  whcmi  do  I  embrace 
at  tins  moment  f  " 

Thus  saying,  she  extended  her  anns  towards  me,  and  I  was 
not  behind  hand  in  opening  mine:  unluckily,  the  joint-stool, 
who  had  no  arms  to  spread,  was  provoked  at  seeing  ours  in  that 
attitude ;  and  just  as  we  were  on  ihe  p(nnt  of  embracing,  it 
teiy  impolkely  puebed  kself  between  us  so  sucldenly,  that  I  was 
feij  near  tumbling  9var  it  head  fof^emost.  I  made  two  or 
fhree  more uttempts  with  no  better  stteeem;  till  finding,  that 
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vheneyer  I  approached  the  lady,  tHe  inconvenient  tripod  never 
failed  to  tread  upon  my  toes,  break  my  shins,  or  kick  my  ankles, 
I  gave  up  the  point,  and  resolved  to  make  a  virtue  of  necessity. 
Accordingly,  I  declared  my  sex,  and  requested  to  know  whether 
she  could  give  me  any  intelligence  of  my  brother.  On  finding 
that  she  had  offered  to  embrace  a  man,  the  fair  stranger  endea* 
Toured  to  blush:  she  did  not  succeed,  but  I  gave  her  great 
credit  for  the  attempt.  She  then  launched  out  in  praise  of  the 
propriety  of  my  conduct ;  protested  that  she  should  have  been 
shoeked  to  death,  had  she  kissed  a  male  creature  ;  and  thanked 
me  in  very  strong  terms  forliaving  made  my  confession,  though 
I  saw,  that  in  her  heart  she  would  have  been  quite  as  well 
pleased  if  I  had  kept  it  to  myself.  She  then  desired  me  to  be 
seated ;  I  obeyed,  and  placed  myself  by  her  on  the  sofa ; 
but  the  jealous  joint-stool  took  care  to  squeeze  himself  in 
between  us. 

*♦  If  by  your  brother,"  began  the  Princess,  "you  mean  the 
warrior  who  calls  himself  Facardin,  I  can  only  inform  you,  that 
he  is  now  upon  this  island,  and  is  a  great  favourite  of  Feri- 
doun's,  and  a  still  greater  of  his  wife's.  Not  that  I  have  seen 
him  myself,  being  never  suffered  to  quit  this  apartment ;  nor  is 
he  likely  to  visit  me,  as  Cadiga  informs  me,  that  he  professes 
an  invincible  antipathy  to  women,  I  know  no  more  about  your 
brother,  whose  rescue,  I  hope,  you  will  speedily  accomplish. 
My  own  deliverance^  I  fear,  is  far  off:  I  am  guarded  by  a 
thousand  indissoluble  spells,  and,  alas !  the  chains  which  I  wear^ 
were  forged  by  my  own  imprudence." 


HISTORY  OF  NOUB,  PRINCESS  OF  SERENDIP, 

Hy  father,  who  was  sovereign  of  Serendip,  died  when  I  was 
scarcely  fourteen,  ^nd  left  me  his  sole  heiress.  I  was  sought 
in  marriage  by  a  multitude  of  admirers,  but  none  made  himself 
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SO  agreeable  to  me  as  Zemin,  Prince  of  Fez.  Not  that  there 
was  anything  particularly  captivating  either  in  his  figure  or  hia 
face  ;  neither  was  his  wit  very  brilliant,  or  his  understanding 
uncommonly  profound;  but  then  he  was  extremely  good- 
humoured,  and  composed  the  yery  best  riddles  that  I  ever  read 
in  my  life.  Besides,  he  was  so  merry  and  comical,  that  he 
kept  me  in  a  fit  of  laughter  from  morning  till  night ;  and  when 
I  add,  that  he  danced  perfectly  well,  and  had  yery  white  teeth, 
you  will  easily  conceive  that  I  loved  him  to  distraction. 

On  the  day  preceding  that  fixed  for  our  marriage,  as  we  sat 
in  a  bower  of  my  gardens,  Zemin  happened  to  praise  the  work- 
manship of  a  certain  chest,  which  stood  in  his  chamber.  His 
account  of  it  excited  my  curiosity,  and  it  was  sent  for.  It 
proved  to  be  made  of  sandal-wood,  but  its  greatest  ornament 
consisted  in  a  number  of  golden  figures  inlaid  upon  the  lid,  on 
which  they  moved  about  as  if  they  were  alive,  performed 
dances,  fought  battles,  and  were  perfectly  obedient  to  the  com- 
mands of  Zemin.  At  length  I  inquired  what  the  box  contained« 
With  surprise  I  learned  that  my  lover  was  ignorant  himself. 
A  deryise,  who  was  then  dead,  had  made  him  a  present  of  it ; 
at  the  same  time  assuring  him  that  if  he  dared  to  open  it 
without  the  Genius  Feridoun's  permission,  he  would  expose 
himself  to  the  most  dreadful  misfortunes* 

No  sooner  did  I  hear  this  than  I  resolved  to  try  my  influence 
over  Zemin,  by  compelling  him  to  open  the  chest.  In  vain  did 
he  remonstrate,  and  as  he  still  persisted  in  refusing  compli- 
ance, I  threw  myself  into  an  agony  of  passion,  and  at  length 
pretended  to  faint.  Zemin  could  not  stand  this  trial  of  his 
^flection.  H&  seized  the  chest,  touched  a  secret  spring  known 
only  to  himself,  and  the  lid  instantly  flying  off,  he  drew  forth 
the  contents,  and  laid  them  at  my  feet.  Of  course  I  imme- 
diately recovered  from  my  swoon,  in  order  to  examine  his 
|>resent.     It  consisted  of  a  steel  bow,  and  an  arrow  with  a 
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gMlBD.  l»acL    £ai  no  wwmet  w«re  tin^  out  o£  Zfesiin's  liaad^ 
than  an  enormoua  bird  (shaped  and  eoloured  Mke  a  ooek,  but^ 
nratber  wboaer  size  nor  flig^  resembled  that  aniaud'a}  darted. 
fimn  above,  seized  the  hem  toad  arrow,  and  was  out  e£  si^t^ 
in&  them  in  an  instant. 

Tbis  ineideni  was  strange^  but  the  next  was  tcorrible*  ^nd- 
denlj  the  groond  opened  at  a  few  paees  distant  firom  ua^  and  & 
blftek  shaggy  gigantie  arm  coming  ont  of  it,  graii^ed  my  two 
hands,  and  dragged  me  into  ibe  «avzty»  Zemin,  who  was 
dtarisig  adter  the  feathered  robber  with  his  moal^  wide  open, 
was  idarmed  by  my  cries.  He  flew  ia  assist  me,  and  was  just 
in  time  to  eatch  me  by  the  &et.  By  these  he  attempted  to 
draw  me  badi:  again ;  and  the  shaggy  arm  pendsting  in  puUing 
me  down^  while  my  lorer  pernsted  in  puUhftg  me  up,  I  waff 
see-sawed  in  this  manner  hr  n  foil  half  hour,  than  which 
nothing  eoidd  be  mere  disagreeable.  At  length  a  violent 
^i^tion  of  the  shaggy  arm  compelled  Zemdn  to  let  go  his  heldv 
Pown  I  went  headforemost ;  the  earth  closed  over  me,  and  fofi 
^a  time  I  fainted  in  good  earnest. 

On  reeorering,  I  firand  mysdf  in  this  apartment,  and 
a^tteiided  by  Cadiga,  who  informed  me  that  I  was  in  the  pciwer 
of  the  Genius  Feridonn.  I  inquired  for  what  erime  I  was  thus 
imprisoned.  She  replied,  that  her  master  was  highly  ofTended 
with  me  for  baring  been  the  means  of  throwing  the  enchanted 
bow  and  arrow  into  th^  pofwer  of  his  enemy  Oaramoussal :  but 
this  was  net  his  only  mJOtiTe  in  earrjing  me  off.  It  seems  that 
there  exist  three-s^Mnning  wheels,  which  being  p^  into  the 
hands  of  the  three  most  beautiful  Prkteesaes  in  the  tmirerse, 
will  fabricate  a  cord,  long  enough  to  reach  firom  the  summit  of 
Idount  Atlas  to  the  surface  of  Ihe  sea,  and  strong  enough-  t& 
fetter  the  three  sons  of  the  Enchantress,  Mergian>Banou, 
whose  magic  powers  are  alone  equal  to  contend  a^inst  Fer^« 
doim'sft     By  Tarious  stratagems  he  has  obtained  possession  <^ 


« 

two  of  tiieee  (^mang-wheek  ;  sad  aa  he  duly  kopet  to  Baako 
kimsetf  master  of  the  third,  he  Batumllj  is  aazious  to  diacorer 
the  three  Princesses  destined  to  make  use  of  these  oabalistieal 
maehines*  For  this  purpose,  he  prosorsd  the  baptisoial 
segietors  of  all  the  Pcinoesses  at  present  ia  existence.  He 
th«i»  hy  means  of  an  endiaBted  lantern,  caoaed  them  all  to 
pass  in  renew  before  him,  and  adjudged  the  palm  of  beauty  to 
MoosseUina  of  Astraean,.  Sapiaella  of  Jutland,  and  your 
humMe  serrant.  To  aasmre  himself  that  his  selectiooi  was  cor- 
veet,  he  next  summoned  the  three  most  beautiful  Princesses  in 
the  worid  to  appear.  First  cam»  Moufiselfina  ;  good  ! — Then 
appeared  Sapinella  ;  better  I — But  now,  when  it  was  mjf  turn 
to  advance,  lot  and  behold!  in  walked  a  lady  Tailed  from 
head  to  foot,  and  whose  statore  suffioieatly  declared  thait  she 
was  not  the  Princesa  e£  Serendip.  This  has  pussled  the 
G«muB  not  a  little*  Thoi^h  frequently  repeated,  the  trial  has 
neirer  met  with  better  success*  Every  time  that  he  summonses 
the  Princesses  by  thdr  names,  he  is  more  and  mom  convinced 
thai  I  am  one  of  the  charming  trio :  but  no  sooner  does  he  call 
for  the  three  most  beaut^ul  Princesses,  Uian  in  steps  this 
veiled  lady,  and  puts  idl  his  ideas  in  oonfosion*  Ga£ga,  under 
tile  form  of  a  Roe,  is  frequently  despatched  abroad,  in  hopes  of 
makiog  some  diaeovery  ;  nor  do  I  doubt,  noble  stranger,"  con* 
ttimed  the  Princess  ISoar,  addressing  herself  to  me^  "^at, 
deceived  by  your  dress,  she  fancied  that  you-  might  possibly  be 
that  mysterious  &ir  one,  and  under  that  persuasion  conveyed 
you  to  Feridoun's  iskind.     Shodd  this  be  the  case,  I  can  only 

advise  you  to " 

.  *<  I  canH  hear  one  word  they  saj !  "  cried  some  one  above 
«» in  an  angry  tone^  * 

We  both  started  from  the  sofa,  and  looked  upwards :  to 
nay  utter  astonishment  I  beheld  my  former  mistress,  Orystallina,^ 
perched  upon  the  transparent  roof,  .winch  (not  being  so  thick. 


^"^••ov       ■■  ■  ^^'^im'mmmmm^^-m^Kmrr'''^imm^nmm 
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as  the  walls)  happened  at  this  moment  to  giye  wayvdth  a  loud 
crAsh,  and  the  paragon  of  coriositj  came  tmnbling  into  the 
middle  of  the  room.  We  ran  to  her  assistance,  and  found,  that 
in  spite  of  so  dangerous  an  accident,  she  would  escape  with  & 
black  eye  and  two  or  three  contuuons*  She  now  thought 
proper  to  apologise  for  so  abrupt  an  entrance.  She  stated, 
that  learning  from  her  attendants,  that  two  unknown  persona 
were  concealed  in  this  apartment,  she  could  not  but  feel  anxious 
to  take  a  peep  at  them ;  that  as  the  door  was  locked,  she  made 
bold  to  procure  a  ladder  and  look  in  at  the  roof;  and  she 
finished  by  entreating  to  know  who  we  were,  as  she  was 
extremely  curious  to  learn  our  histories. 

Nour  (who  had  good  reasons  for  pardoning  the  faults  of 
curiosity)  readily  promised  to  content  Crystallina :  but  I  had 
other  business  in  hand.  The  stool  having  given  me  several 
hints,  that  it  was  time  to  resume  our  journey,  I  pronounced 
the  usual  charm,  on  which  it  sprang  with  me  through  the 
fractured  ceiling,  and  soon  landed  me  in  the  saloon,  where  I 
had  been  presented  to  the  Genius.  He  was  absent  himself, 
but  in  his  stead  I  beheld  a  person  much  more  welcome  to  me : 
it  was  my  brother,  who  holding  the  magic  lantern,  gazed  withu  • 
great  earnestness  on  the  opposite  wall,  where  appeared  the. 
figure  of  a  beautiful  female :  her  countenance  was  extremely 
grave,  and  above  her  head  was  inscribed  in  characters  of  fire-^^ 
*'  Moussellina  the  Serious,  Princess  of  Astracan." 

I  hastened  to  embrace  him,  and  expected  him  to  be  greatly 
surprised  at  hearing  me  salute  him  as  my  brother:  but  it  seems, 
that  Caramoussal  had  already  informed  him  in  a  dream  both  oi. 
my  relationship  and  my  disguise.  He  received  me,  therefore^ 
with  much  cordiality,  but  little  astonishment.  I  explained  toi 
him  the  virtues  of  my  tripod,  and  proposed,  that  we  should 
make  use  of  them  to  quit  Feridoun's  dominions.  He  embraced^ 
my  offer  without  hesitation. 
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**  You  cannot  do  me  a  greater  favour, "  said  he,  "  for  of  all 
the  islands  in  the  universe,  this  island  is  the  dullest,  and  its 
mistress  is  the  most  tiresome  person  under  the  sun,  except  its 
master.  Besides,  happening  to  enter  this  apartment,.!  found 
this  magic  lantern,  and  the  lamp  heing  lighted,  to  keep  myself 
from  going  to  sleep,  I  hegan  to  play  with  it.  You  see  the 
figure  which  presented  itself ;  nothing  can  be  more  lovely,  and 
I  was  just  thinking  how  much  I  should  be  delighted  to  throw 
myself  at  the  feet  of  the  original,  if  travelling  all  the  way  to 
Astracan  were  not  so  extremely  troublesome.  However,  your 
equipage  obviates  this  dijfficulty,  and  (if  your  praise  of  its  ex* 
pedition  be  not  exaggerated)  I  shall  soon  find  myself  in  the 
presence  of  the  incomparable  Moussellina." 

I  challenged  him  to  an  immediate  trial  of  the  merits  of  my 
£tool :  it  WAS  large  enough  to  carry  double  with  ease  ;  we 
seated  ourselves,  and  it  set  off  at  full  speed.  We  soon  reached 
the  sea,  into  which  the  intrepid  machine  plunged  without 
hesitation,  and  landed  us  safe  on  the  opposite  shore.  Here 
Caramoussal  was  waiting  for  us  ;  he  gave  me  great  credit  for 
the  manner  in  which  I  had  executed  my  commission  ;  at  the 
same  time  informing  me,  that  as  no  one  could  enter  Feridoun*a 
island  without  its  master's  permission,  he  had  been  obliged  to 
disguise  me,  in  order  that  the  Genius  might  introduce  me  there 
himself.  Then  restoring  my  male  apparel,  and  ordering  us  to 
hasten  to  Astracan,  he  embraced  us  affectionately,  and  then 
disappeared. 

We  obeyed  him,  and  travelled  forward  with  great  celerity  ; 
though  my  brother  frequently  complained  of  not  being  able  to 
lean  back.  However,  in  spite  of  this  inconvenience,  the  drew* 
siness  of  his  nature  so  far  got  the  better  of  him,  that  when  we 
were  about  two  days'  journey  from  Astracan,  he  fell  asleep  in 
broad  day-light,  and  losing  his  seat,  in  the  middle  of  a  sound 
nap,  came  tumbling  upon  the  ground*     The  machine  stopped 
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of  its  own  accord ;  but  in  mj  anxiet j  for  has  si^etj,  I  forgot 
407erytliiiig  else,  and  ^rang  off  the  stool  withoat  taking  llie 
necessary  precautions.  No  wliistUng  w&b  thought  of  I  No 
gmtar-bridge  was  remembered !  Fratemdi  a^^tion  took 
entire  possession  of  mj  mind!  Mj  brother  was  luckily  un- 
hurt ;  he  yawned,  nibbed  his  eyes,  and  rose  ;  but  even  hiB 
apathy  was  not  quite  proof  against  astonishment,  when  he  saw 
the  joint-stool  raise  itself  upon  its  hind  legs,  split  its  third  leg 
into  two  arms,  (between  which  sprouted  out  an  head  and 
shcwlders,)  and  at  length  present  to  us  the  form  of  a  youth,  of 
diminutiye  but  el^ant  form,  and  of  a  countenaasee,  though  not 
handsome,  remarkably  engaging. 

"  I  am  sorry  for  it,"  exclaimed  DinarzadOi  **  with  all  my 
heart  and  twul.  Let  me  die,  if  liiis  be  not  another  prince, 
with  another  history,  which  will  prove  as  long  «knd  as  tedious 
«8  those  of  the  princes,  his  predecessors/' 

^'^Fair  Bmrzade,**  replied  Facardin  of  Trebizonde,  **fm 
fre(^enUy  is  ^  case  with  you,  you  are  perfectly  mistaken. 
This  stranger  was  no  o^er  than  Zemin,  whose  adventures  you 
have  already  h&Ktd  related  by  the  Princess  Nenr.  The  OemtB 
having,  in  his  wratii,  changed  him  into  a  Iivee4egged  stool, 
Caramoussal  took  pity  on  him  i  and  as  one  spdl  «sn  only  be 
reiFersed  by  another,  he  promised  Ihat  Eerain  should  regain  hns 
original  diape,  whenev^  the  person  wiio  sat  upeoi  him  should 
me  without  £iHst  complying  with  certain  condittons.  On  giving 
him  to  me,  and  endowing  him  with  peculiar  powers  of  ydocity 
lind  discretion,  the  Enchanter  was  compelled  to  make  those 
^conditioBS  known  to  me.  I  had  neglected  to  fulfil  ihem,  and 
in  x^onsequaMO  Zemin  had  regained  his  proper  form. 

**  He  thanked  vs  in  verj  strong  tenus  for  the  service  which 

We  had  rendered  him,  though  we  eould  not  help  wishing  that  it 

had  been  delayed  eight  and  forty  hours  longer.     His  magic 

'  epoAid  woidd  have  conveyed  us  in  two  days  to  Astracan,  whidi. 
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in  the  eommon  mode  of  traToUing,  we  had  no  hopes  of  readung 
under  a  month.  Howeyer,  we  coneeaied  our  diagrin  from 
Zemin,  and  accepted  the  offer  of  his  oompany  to  Astracan.  On 
our  arriTtl  we  found  that  the  Princess  was  ahseat  on  her  osual 
toar,  hut  were  advised  to  meet  her  on  ihe  hoolcs  of  this  river, 
where  she  would  not  fail  to  appear  at  a  stated  period,  and 
where  the  graad  laughing  trial  was  to  take  place.  Hither  dien 
we  hastened,  each  having  adopted  that  dress  whidi  seemed 
most  likd  J  to  excite  ludicrous  ideas.  Zemin,  in  ramemhranoe 
of  <hat  bird  which  robbed  him  of  the  fatal  bow  and  arrow,  has 
loosen  the  reseml^bmce  of  a  codk.  For  my  part,  a  whimsical 
fdBow  whom  I  encountered  the  other  day,  and  who  made  ham* 
self  extremely  ridicnloos  by  his  admiratioa  of  a  lady's  slipper, 
which  he  wore  in  hb  helmet,  suggested  lo  me  the  dress  wMch 
jou  aaw  me  wear  ihk  moraing. 

**  I  now  come  to  the  most  unfortunate  ndf«ntnre  of  my  life, 
or  shall  I  rather  say  the  most  fortunate  1  Bat  a  few  days  ana 
past  since  I  reeogmsed  at  a  distaaoe  the  royal  music '  of 
AjrtcEieaa.  Nci  doubting  hut  that  the  Princeas  was  at  hatod, 
wm  hastened  towaxds  it.  Suddenly  we  heard  load  shrieks  pro* 
needing  feom  the  banks  of  a  riyer,  and  en  looking  round  wo 
descried  two  strangers  mounted  on  camels;  one  of  whom 
heia^  nnabk  to  restrain  the  ammai  on  whidbi  he  vode,  was 
eanied  by  him  into  the  water.  We  quickened  onr  pace  in 
hopes  of  assisting  him ;  but  being  at  aoma  diatanoe,  when  we 
reached  the  spot  neiihar  men  nor  camefls  were  discernible. 
JNbthing  was  to  be  aoBa  except  aome  loose  papen  floating  apoa 
the  water. 

**  Suddenly  I  percdved  scmiethiBg  glittering  at  my  feci.  It 
proved  to  be  a  gold  box  studded  with  sapphires,  and  whidi 
probably  had  been  dropped  by  one  of  the  two  strangers;  i 
qiened  it.  That  moment  decided  my  fete !  I  beheld  the 
pertrait  of  a  female  so  exquisitely  beautiful,  that  feom  Ihe  firsi 

m2 
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moment  I  felt  mj  Happiness  to  depend  on  mj  possessing  tlie 
orig^al,  and  every  succeeding  minute  has  confirmed  that  con« 
viction.  Judge,  then,  what  must  he  my  grief,  when  my 
hroiher  assured  me  that,  hy  means  of  Feridoun's  magic  lantern, 
haying  seen  all  the  princesses  in  existence,  he  heheld  no  face 
in  the  least  resemhling  this  portrait ;  yet  that  it  must  repre- 
sent a  princess  is  sufficiently  preyed  hy  the  diadem  upon  her 
hrow*  Alas !  she  was  douhtless  some  ante-diluyian  toast ! 
Some  fair  one,  who  was  in  yogue  ahout  the  time  of  the  huild- 
ing  of  Bahel !  otherwise  her  heauty  must  already  have  rendered 
her  celehrated,  and  the  sighs  of  innumerahle  adorers  have 
thundered  her  name  through  the  imiyerse.  Judge,  nohle 
stranger,  whether  I  haye  praised  her  too  highly/' 
•  '*  Here,"  continued  the  Prince  of  Trehizonde,  ''he  put  the 
gold  hex  into  my  hand.  What  was  my  surprise,  my  joy,  my 
ecstasy,  when  I  recognised  a  portrait  which  I  had  lost,  and 

which  was  the  exact  resemhlance  of '^ 

"Of  whom ? "  interrupted  Dinarzade  eagerly. 

''  Of  a  person,"  continued  Facardin,  *'  whose  name  must 
never  pass  my  Iips«  No,  Caramoussal ;  I  will  preserve  my  oath 
to  you  inviolate,  however  hard  may  he  the  task,  however  strong 
may  he  the  temptation." 

Here  the  Prince  paused  for  a  few  minutes ;  he  sighed  deeply  t 
his  eyes  were  suffused  with  tears.  However,  he  soon  recovered 
himself,  and  resumed  his  narration  in  these  words : 

"  The  joy  with  which  I  surveyed  the  portrait,  did  hot  escape 
its  admirer.  He  eagerly  inquired,  whether  I  recognised  the 
features  ?  I  replied  in  the  affirmative  ;  adding,  that  it  repre* 
sented  a  Princess,  who  had  heen  huried  at  least  ten  years. 
The  gaiety  with  which  I  gave  this  intelligence,  greatly  offended 
{he  enamoured  knight.     I  endeavoured  to  appease  him. 

**  Who  the  lady  was,"  said  I,  "  I  am  not  at  liherty  to  reveal^ 
hut  though  fihe  is  dead  and  buried,  I  can  assure  you,  that  your 
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passion  is  likely  to  meet  with  a  return.  One  part  of  Cara- 
moussars  prediction  is  accomplished  ;  this  portraiti  at  the  sight 
of  which  your  heart  for  the  first  time  throbbed  with  real  loye, 
will  doubtless  prove  cold  and  insensible ;  and  though  it  is  in 
your  possession,  I  presume  you  have  no  thoughts  of  making 
that  piece  of  ivory  your  wife.  One  part  of  the  oracle  is  still 
unfulfilled — 'The  first  object  which  he  loves,'  said  the 
Enchanter,  'he  shall  love  for  ever.' — Prove  this  to  be  truer 
and  all  may  yet  be  well.  But  above  all,  take  no  offence  at 
anything,  that  I  may  do  or  say.  Be  assured,  that  my  favour 
is  at  present  of  no  slight  consequence  to  you,  and  that  my 
good  word  will  have  great  influence  upon  the  success  of  your 
amours." 

Facardin  of  the  Grotto  entreated  me  to  be  more  explicit ; 
but  finding  me  resolute  in  silence,  he  woke  his  brother,  (who 
during  this  conversation  had  fallen  asleep,)  took  a  cordial  leave 
of  me,  and  then  my  two  namesakes  retired  to  their  own 
apartments. 

Next  morning  I  was  roused  by  a  message  from  Moussellina, 
who  was  impatient  to  see  me,  and  my  spinning-wheel.  I  dressed 
myself  in  haste,  and  (wheel  in  hand)  soon  entered  the  royal 
tent.  The  whole  court  was  assembled  there,  and  even  Crys- 
tallina ;  for  in  spite  of  the  affironts  which  she  had  received  on 
the  preceding  evening,  curiosity  to  hear  the  story  of  Fortimbrass 
would  not  permit  her  to  be  absent.  On  my  entrance  a  chair  of 
state  was  presented  to  me. 

*'  Spin !  "  said  the  Princess,  as  soon  as  I  was  seated : — 
«  Spm !  " 

I  obeyed ;  she  followed  my  example.  No  sooner  <^d  we 
turn  the  handles  of  our  wheels,  than  the  third  appeared  at  the 
top  of  the  tent,  accompanied  by  the  two  beautiful  arms  which 
bad  made  use  of  it  on  the  former  evening.  The  Princess  rose, 
and  made  a  low  reverence^  as  if  to  thank  them  for  taking  so 
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much  trouble  upon  her  account.     On  the  contrary,  Fortini-' 
brass,  who  sat  near  his  niece,  immediately  burst  into  a  flood  ol 

tears. 

<<  You  do  well,  my  dear  niece,"  said  he,  "  in  showing  attenr 
tion  to  so  neur  a  relation.  Alas  I  those  lovely  hands  are  the 
cause  of  all  my  woes,  and  yet  with  what  tender  delight  does 
the  sight  of  them  inspire  me !  But  1  fear  that  I  am  not  quite 
intelligible.  Listen  then,  charming  Mousaellina,  and  compas- 
sionate my  sufferings." 

An  universal  silence  instantly  prevailed  through  the  ten^ 
and  Fortimbrass  commenced  his  narrative  as  foUows : — 


HISTORY  OF  FORTIMBRASSj,  KING  OP  DENMARK. 

Thouoh  my  birth  on  the  mother's  side  is  illustrious,  I  must 
own  with  blushes  that  my  father  was  a  plebeian.  Bedreddia 
was  the  son  of  a  respectable  pastry  cook  in  Samarcand,  and 
from  his  earliest  years  evinced  a  natural  turn  for  his  father's 
profession.  In  particular,  his  pigeon  pies  were  inimitaUe  ; 
but  unluckily  happening  to  season  one  with  ratsbane  instead  ci 
pepper,  whidi  occasioned  the  death  of  the  favourite  Sultana^ 
the  Mufti,  and  a  sky-blue  lap  dog,  of  which  the  king  was  par- 
ticularly fond,  he  was  obliged  to  make  a  precipitate  retreat 
from  Samarcand.  It  was  rumoured,  indeed,  that  he  nn^t 
have  been  forgiven  for  the  deaths  of  the  Queen  and  the  Mufid, 
for  his  Samarcandish  majesty  very  sagaciously  observed, — 
*'  Women  and  parsons  are  to  be  found  in  plenty  everywhere^ 
but  where  can  I  find  another  sky-blue  lap  dog  ?  "  In  short, 
the  dog  proved  my  father's  ruin,  who  for  several  years  wandered 
libout  the  world  in  the  most  abject  poverty. 

Chance  frt  length  conducted  him  to  the  island  on  which  the 
enchantress  Mergian-Banou  had  fixed  her  residence.     His  perr 
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son  pleased  her  eje,  uid  his  pigeon  pies  her  palate.  To  fix  so 
admirable  a  cook  for  oyer  in  her  serrice^  she  resolved  to  marry 
bim  ;  but,  previons  to  the  nuptials,  she  took  the  precaution  of 
looting  OTory  twig  <tf  hemlock  and  nightshade  out  of  the  island. 
This  proceeding  vas  by  no  means  unneeessary,  for  often  did 
my  father  feel  a  strong  inclination  to  treat  her  with  a  taste  of 
inch  a  pigeon  pie  as  he  had  served  up  to  the  sky-blue  lap  dog. 
This  being  out  of  the  case,  he  endeavoured  to  bear  Mergian* 
Banou's  ill  temper  (whieh,  in  truth,  was  diabolical)  with 
patience ;  and,  upon  the  whole,  they  lived  together  very 
tolerably  for  man  and  wife,  though  extremely  ill  for  man  and 
woman.  Three  children  were  the  fruits  of  their  union,  <me  of 
which  I  had  the  honour  to  be. 

At  the  age  of  sixty,  death  paid  a  visit  to  Bedreddin ;  for 
though  my  mother  could  prolong  her  own  days,  her  power  did 
not  extend  to  prolonging  those  of  other  people.  No  sooner 
was  her  husband  dead,  than  she  feh  the  loss  of  him  most 
severely.  Deprived  of  the  exercise  of  kicking  and  cuffing  him, 
she  could  find  no  use  upon  earth  for  her  arms  and  legs.  Her 
i^l^tite  left  her  entirely,  for  no  dish  was  now  so  well  seasoned 
aa  Bedreddin's  pigeon  pies.  So  exquisite  had  been  her  pleasure 
in  scolding  him,  that  sodding  other  people  appeared  quite  insipid 
to  her  ;  her  tongue  remained  motionless ;  she  left  ofF  talking 
entirely.  When  matters  were  come  to  such  a  pitch  as  this,  I 
knew  that  the  business  must  be  nearly  over  with  her.  In 
short,'  she  res<^ed  to  fdlow  het  husband  to  the  grave,  in  hopes 
of  eating  pige<Hi*piea  with  him  in  Paradise.  In  consequence, 
she  neglected  the  usual  means  of  prolonging  her  existence. 
In  vain  did  my  brothers  and  myself  implore  her  to  change  thia 
fatal  resolution  t  she  paid  no  more  r^ard  to  our  remonstranceii 
than  if  they  had  been  her  husband's. 

'*  It's  extremely  hard,"  said  she,  angrily,  ''  that  I  may  not 
so  much  as  die  to  {4ease  myself;  but  certainly  it  must  be 
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the  will  of  the  stars  that  I  should  he  thwarted  in  eTerything* 
However,  your  disohedience  shall  not  prerent  my  performing 
the  part  of  a  good  mother.  I  hare  it  in  my  power  to  make 
two  of  my  sons  sovereigns,  while  tiie  third  will  hecome  pos^ 
sessed  of  my  magic  art,  a  lot  hy  no  means  the  least  valuahle* 
Come,  then,  my  children  ;  let  each  of  you  draw  a  paper  from 
this  hag  of  green  relyet,  and  you  will  know  the  portions  allotted 
to  you  hy  fate/* 

We  oheyed*  Each  drew  forth  a  sealed  paper,  and  examined 
its  contents  with  eagerness.  The  kingdom  of  Denmark  fell  to 
my  own  share,  that  of  China  to  Tarif-Eldin's,  while  to  Cara-> 
Snoussal  (the  eldest  of  us)  was  allotted  our  mother's  magic  art* 

**  Nor  shall  my  kindness  stop  here,"  resumed  Mergian-£anou4 
^<  Behold  these  three  ehony  spinning-wheels ;  in  them  are  con- 
tained those  potent  spells  which  hold  in  submission  the  spirits 
of  earth  and  air,  of  fire  and  water !  No  one  can  deprive  you 
of  them  by  force,  nor  even  by  artifice,  except  a  toomon.  Be 
careful,  therefore,  never  to  trust  them  out  of  your  own  keeping* 
till  you  can  place  them  in  the  hands  of  the  three  most  beautifcd 
princesses  in  tiie  universe.  These  lovely  persons  must  thea 
spin  a  cord  long  enough  to  reach  from  the  summit  of  Mount 
Atlas  to  the  surface  of  the  sea ;  the  possesion  of  which,  my 
sons,  you  must  afterwards  decide  by  lot.  He  to  whose  share 
it  fftlls  will  become  sovereign,  not  only  over  his  brothers,  bui 
over  all  the  genii  and  sorcerers  who  exist ;  and  in  particular* 
will  be  enabled  to  bind  with  that  rope  in  everlasting  fetters  the 
giant  Feridoun,  the  mortal  enemy  of  my  race.  But,  above  all* 
you  must  take  care  to  make  no  mistake  respecting  the  beauty 
of  the  royal  damsels  to  whom  you  intrust  the  wheeb,  for  unless 
they  are  tiie  most  beautiful,  the  chann  will  have  no  effect." 

«  Mother,"  repUed  Caramoussal,  after  a  short  conference  ia 
private  with  Tarif-Eldin  and  myself,  **  we  thank  you  sincerely 
ifor  your  generous  intentions ;  but  foigive  us  if  we  do  not  profit 
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hj  your  last  beqneat.  Too  fondly  linked  together  by  fraternal 
affection  for  either  of  us  to  wish  for  dominion  over  the  others, 
we  never  can  consent  to  the  spinning  of  the  mysterioiu  cord." 

Though  sensible  that  her  last  moments  were  at  hand,  Mer g^aii* 
Banou  could  not  restrain  her  vexation  at  this  speech* 

"  Mahomet  grant  me  patience,"  cried  the  enchantress,  jump- 
ing bolt  upright  in  her  bed ;  "  was  ever  mother  cursed  with 
three  such  obstinate  blockheads  by  way  of  sons  !  I  can  tell 
you,  young  gentlemen,  if  my  advice  is  not  followed  yon  will 
repent  it  sorely  ;  for  though  while  the  wheels  are  in  your  pos- 
session they  will  guard  you  against  every  misfortune,  should 
any  one  of  them  ever  fall  into  the  hands  of " 

Here  death  broke  the  thread  of  her  discourse,  and  our 
mother  lay  before  us  a  breathless  corse«  Fatal  accident !  had 
we  but  heard  the  conclusion  of  that  sentence,  what  dreadfiil 
calamities  should  we  have  escaped !  But  alas !  repining  is 
now  of  no  more  use  than  these  reflections ! — I  proceed  with  my 
history. 

The  first  burst  of  grief  being  over,  Tarif-Eldin  and  myself 
urged  Caramoussal  to  accept  the  mysterious  cord.  He  posi- 
tively refused ;  and,  as  neither  of  us  would  even  endure  the 
thoughts  of  becoming  the  sovereign  of  our  elder  brother,  it  was 
unanimously  resolved  that  the  cord  should  not  be  fabricated  at 
all.  We  now  separated ;  but  not  till  Caramoussal  had  given 
to  each  of  his  brothers  a  small  silver  hand-bell,  the  sound  of 
which  would  summon  him  to  our  assistance  from  the  utmost 
extremity  of  the  globe*  To  this  gift  was  added  a  couple  of 
flying  tigers ;  for,  as  neither  Tarif-Eldin  nor  myself  possessed 
the  least  necromantic  knowledge,  without  this  lussistance  we 
should  probably  have  found  some  little  difficulty  in  travelling 
into  China  and  Denmark  from  an  island  in  the  Caspian  Sea  in 
three  quarters  of  an  hour. 

**  Pardon  my  interrupting  you,"  said  Crystallina  at  this  part 
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• 

of  the  King  of  Denmark's  storj,  '<  but  I  have  heard  Feridona 
frequentlj  mentton  the  Damsh  numarcb,  the  Chbese  emperor^, 
and  Caramoossaly  as  the  three  G^m  of  whom  atone  he  was  ib 
fear.  How  cobms  it,  then,  that  being  a  Crenios,  yon  possess 
no  supematorai  powers  ?  " 

-  ^'Beeause,  mj  fur  lady,*'  answered  Fortimhrasay  **  eur 
mother  being  a  sorceress  in  her  own  rights  her  sons  were  aff 
ealled  Genii  by  courtesy,  though  in  fact  nmie  but  the  eldest 
had  any  legal  claim  to  that  title ;  and  as  to  his  fears  of  us, 
tiiey  proceeded  from  our  being  in  possession  of  the  ebcmy 
spinning-wheek,  which  (as  an  oracle  had  forewarned  him)  were 
capable  of  fabricating  a  talisman  superior  to  all  &ose  of  whidk 
he  was  master  himself.*' 

My  first  appearance  upon  a  flying  tiger  had  something  in  it 
so  novel  and  striking,  that  my  new  subjects  were  Instantiy  pre- 
possessed in  my  fovour,  and  I  was  placed  upon  the  throne  with 
umversal  approbation.  Soon  after,  I  espoused  Farruknas,  the 
reigning  queen  of  Bactria,  a  woman  of  singular  beauty,  whose 
younger  sister  was  already  married  to  the  King  of  Astraean. 

In  little  more  than  four  months  after  oar  marriage,  the 
queen  presented  me  with  a  daught^.  Being  8<»newhat  sur- 
prised at  this  cireomstance,  I  consulted  several  famous  physi- 
cians, whether  they  had  ever  heard  of  such  a  case  before  9 
They  answered,  that  such  an  accident  was  common  enough  on 
the  ^H  time  of  a  wife's  lying-in,  but  desired  me  to  make 
myself  quite  easy,  for  it  was  never  known  to  happen  a  second 
iime.  This  assurance  satisfied  me  completely ;  and  as  my 
daughter  had  made  her  appearance  in  the  very  spring  of  my 
mai'riage,  I  determined  to  call  her  Sapinella,  which  (as  I  need 
not  inform  you)  in  the  Danish  tongue  means  Primrose.  Her 
diarms  have  rendm*ed  this  name  famous ;  but  of  aU  the  Princes 
who  at  the  age  of  fifteen  sought  the  hand^f  tiie  lovely  Sapindla 
of  Jutland,  heiress  of  Denmark  and  of  Bactria,  im>  proposals 


THE  FOCB  FACABDIK&  171 

were  so  acceptable  to  me  or  to  herself,  as  those  of  the  Prince 
of  Ophir.  Possiblj,  fair  MousselUna,  jou  are  not  sufficientlj 
skilled  in  geogri^hj  to  know  the  exact  situation  of  that  king- 
dom :  permit  me,  therefore,  to  explain  it  to  yon.  At  that 
extremity  of  the  Red  Sea  which  is  nearest  to  the  Indies,  are 
situated  on  one  nde  the  confines  of  Ophir,  and  on  the  other 
extend  those  of  Bactria.  The  soTereigns  of  Bactria  for  time 
immemorial  hare  been  at  enmity  with  those  of  Ophir:  the 
reason  was  a  very  silly  one,  a  case  by  no  means  unexampled 
among  neighbours,  who  like  these  were  only  separated  by  five 
or  six  hundred  leagues  of  water.  These  two  potent  sovereigns 
having  plagued  themsdives  with  wars  during  apwards  of  fifteen 
kondred  years,  it  was  at  length  agreed  between  the  King  of 
Ophir  and  myself,  that  a  final  period  should  be  put  to  them, 
and  a  lasting  peace  cemented  by  the  union  of  our  children. 

My  daughter  was  loTcliness  itself ;  and  the  Prince  of  Ophir 
was  a  prodigy  of  personal  charms  and  mental  talents,  though 
hitherto  he  had  been  as  cold  as  ice  to  the  fur  sex.  However, 
plenipotentiaries  having  met  on  both  sides,  the  treaty  was  soon 
eoDcluded.  Now  it  happened  that  the  Bactrian  minister, 
though  a  great  politician,  had  scarcely  an  inch  of  nose  ;  but  to 
make  up  for  it,  he  had  the  most  enormoos  mouth  that  ever  was 
beheld  with  eyes.  The  ambassador  of  Ophir,  on  the  contrary 
— ^no!  stay  a  moment,  till  I  recollect  myself! — ^yes — exactly 
so.  It  was  the  ambassador  of  Ophir,  whose  mouth  was  so 
small,  that  a  child  of  a  year  old  would  have  got  the  tip  of  its 
finger  into  it  with  difficulty ;  but  then  he  made  amends  for 
H  by  a  nose  the  most  gigantic,  and  the  thickest,  studded 
with  warts  and  pimples,  that  ever  adorned  the  face  of  a 
plenipotentiary. 

My  ambassador  carried  the  articles  of  peace  and  Sapinellals 
portrait  to  the  court  o#  Ophir ;  but  he  might  have  saved  him* 
self  the  trouble  ;  the  Prince  would  not  even  look  at  the  picture* 
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and  having  watched  for  an  opportunity  of  escaping,  fled  secretly 
from  court  one  night,  at  about  three  quarters  after  twelve^ 
But  what  happened  in  the  interim  at  the  other  court,  will  make 
your  hair  stand  on  end  with  horror.  Before  I  relate  this 
catastrophe,  it  is  necessary  to  inform  you,  that  at  the  distance 
of  about  two  stadii  and  a  half  from  Fourchimena  (the  Bactrian 
capital)  there  was  a  small  wood,  extremely  dark ;  that  within 
this  wood  there  was  a  temple  stiU  more  gloomy,  (listen  to  this 
Yrith  attention,  I  beseech  you;)  that  on  the  summit 'of  this 
temple  there  was  a  pinnacle,  which  towered  among  the  clouds ; 
that  on  the  top  of  this  pinnacle  there  was  a  cage  ;  and  that  in 
this  cage  there  was  a  certain  cock,  whose  predictions  were 
esteemed  as  oracles  throughout  Bactria.  Remember  these  cir- 
cumstances, if  you  please,  for  they  are  of  material  consequence* 
I  was  at  this  period  resident  myself  at  Fourchimena.  The 
ambassador  of  Ophir  was  not  yet  arrived,  and  the  whole  court 
was  expecting  him  with  the  greatest  impatience,  on  account  of 
the  splendid  fireworks  prepared  against  the  wedding-nighty 
In  the  meanwhile  the  lovely  Sapinella,  who  (as  a  princess 
ought  to  be  who  had  received  so  excellent  an  education)  was 
extremely  partial  to  handsome,  well-made  young  men,  entreated 
her  mother  to  accompany  her  privately  to  the  oracle  of  the 
cock,  in  order  to  ascertain  exactly  at  what  hour  the  Prince  of 
Ophir  would  arrive ;  for,  trusting  to  the  information  of  the 
newspapers,  she  made  no  doubt  that  in  order  to  render  the 
scene  more  interesting,  her  lover  himself  would  arrive  most 
gallantly,  under  the  name  of  the  ELing  his  father's  ambas- 
sador. My  daughter,  therefore,  growing  weary  of  being 
dressed  out,  frizzed,  and  perfumed  at  all  hours  (as,  through 
fear  of  being  taken  by  surprise,  had  been  the  case  during 
three  days  and  three  nights  together),  was  just  on  the  point  of 
slipping  out  through  the  stable-door  in  the  twilight,  unaccom- 
panied by  maids  of  honour  or  ladies  of  the  bedchamber,  when 
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the  Queen  was  infonned  that  the  miniflter  of  Ophir  was  just 
arrived  in  a  post-^^haise* 

This  proof  of  amorous  impatience  confirmed  them  in  the 
idea»  that  this  could  he  no  other  than  the  handsome  Prince  in 
person.  The  chariot  which  was  to  have  carried  them  to  the 
oracle,  hronght  them  hack  to  the  palace.  Sapinella  (who  hoped 
to  reward  the  Prince  for  his  anxiety  to  see  her,  hj  proving  to 
him  that  the  sight  was  worth  the  trouhle)  did  nothing  but 
teach  her  eyes  to  languish,  bite  her  lips  to  make  them  look 
red,  and  pull  her  hair  this  way  and  the  other ;  till  at  length 
tbB  audience  began.  But  when  the  real  ambassador  appeared, 
I  really  thought  that  she  would  have  fainted.  She  was  so 
fuUy  persuaded  that  this  was  the  Prince  in  disguise,  that 
when,  instead  of  the  most  lovely  countenance  in  the  world, 
she  beheld  this  pelican's  nose  hanging  over  a  mouth,  which 
appeared  to  be  made  with  a  glmblet,  she  exclaimed  aloud,  and 
with  violence,  '*  that  the  Prince  of  Ophir *s  mouth  might  water, 
but  that  the  Princess  of  Bactria  turned  up  her  nose  at  him !'' 
Not  contented  with  this  transport  of  indignation,  she  sank 
upon  her  knees  before  the  whole  assembly,  and  raising  her 
eyes  to  heaven,  "  May  Mahomet  never  have  mercy  upon  my 
sins/'  she  cried,  **  and  may  his  Alcoran  be  my  poison,  if  ever 
I  marry  the  Prince  of  Ophir,  till  I  become  old  and  hideous 
enough  to  inspire  him  with  the  same  aversion  which  the 
sight  of  him  now  creates  in  me."  Having  said  this  she 
kissed  the  earth,  which  is  looked  upon  by  the  Bactrians  as  the 
most  solemn  manner  of  ratifying  a  vow. 

The.  poor  ambassador,  who  had  not  yet  commenced  his 
harangue,  was  extremely  astonished  at  this  aversion  so  openly 
avowed  towards  the  most  charming  Prince  in  the  imiverse* 
He  pocketed  the  golden  trumpet,  which  he  was  going  to  insert 
in  his  mouth  in  order  to  render  his  compliments  audible, 
and  quitted  the  audience-chamber  in  the  same  manner  that 
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he  had  entered  it ;  but  he  aaoended  his  pott-chaise  in  gach  a- 
storm  of  rage,  that  we  all  thought  his  nose  would  never  get  out 
of  the  city  without  setting  it  in  flames,  it  appeared  so  red  and 
fieiy !  On  the  other  hand,  the  Princess  tore  herself  from  the 
encircling  arms  of  her  father,  gave  a  sound  box  on  the  ear 
to  her  gOTemess,  who  was  in  vain  endeavouring  to  pacify  her, 
i^ang  upon  the  horse  of  one  of  the  officers  of  the  guard, 
and  away  she  gallqped  astride  to  the  oracle  of  the  miraculoua 
cock.  On  reaching  the  wood  she  descended,  and  was  on  the 
point  of  entering  the  temple,  when  by  the  glimmeiings  of  the 
moonbeams  she  perceived  a  youth  in  bright  amour  seated  at 
the  foot  of  a  lofty  cedar,  to  which  his  eourser  was  bound. 

I  need  not  explain  that  this  straBger  was  the  Prince  of 
Ophir,  whom  (while  flying  from  his  father's  court)  dbaace  had 
guided  to  the  oracnlous  wood  ;  neither  need  I  meastion  t&ai 
Si^ineUa  instajitly  fell  in  love  with  him  to  distraction. 

**  Gallant  stranger,"  said  she  in  a  gentle  voice,  while  her 
bhishes  made  her  cover  her  &ce  with  her  fim,  though  she 
made  no  scruple  of  peejRng  at  the  Prince  throu^  an  oral  hofe 
in  the  handle  of  it,  **  gallant  stranger,  pardon  the  intmsiim  §1 
an  imknown !  you  behold  in  me  the  unfertunate  Princess  ef 
Bactria,  who        " 

**  Of  Baetna !  "  exdaimed  the  Prince  of  Ophir,  staztiDg 
back  in  dismay.  That  name  recalled  to  him  all  the  hornna  of 
matrimony !  Already  he  fancied  himself  married,  already 
heard  Sapinella  called  bone  of  his  bone,  and  fleidi  cf  his  fladb ; 
and,  unable  to  resist  the  impulse  of  his  feelings,  he  aprang  apai 
Ids  horse,  stuck  his  spurs  into  the  animal's  sides,  and  without 
Vtying  adieu  to  my  daughter,  he  soon  left  the  oraeulous  wood 
a  full  league  behind  him. 

Sapinella  was  not  a  little  surprised  at  this  abmpt  departure. 
She  gazed  after  him  with  her  month  wide  open,  nor  had  she 
succeeded  in  dosing  it,  when  the  giant  Feridoon  stood  before 
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iier.  Happening  to  bare  some  baoneBS  with  the  miraculooB 
cock  that  evening,  ho  entered  the  wood  just  as  the  Prince  of 
Ophir  left  it.  No  sooner  did  he  see  mj  danght^,  than  he 
loved  her,  and  no  sooner  did  he  We  her  than  he  told  her  so: 
but  he  had  chosen  a  most  anpr<^itioas  moment  for  making  his 
fddresses.  She  not  only  rejected  them  positively,  b«t  assured 
him  that  he  was  the  most  harrible  eneature  she  had  ever  seen, 
and  that  if  he  would  eome  to  the  capital  he  might  easily  make 
a  fortune  by  exhibiting  himself  as  a  monster.  At  the  coo- 
chision  of  this  civil  speech,  she  vaulted  into  her  saddle  without 
staying  to  consult  the  oracle,  snapped  her  fingers  at  the 
Gpenins,  in  token  of  contempt,  tiien  gave  her  horse  a  kick,  and 
^aUopped  home  again  as  haixi  as  she  gallopped  away. 

Incensed  at  this  behaviour,  Feridoun  had  recourse  to  his 
4qpdis :  but  when  he  fbond  that  they  had  no  effect  upon  the 
fugitive,  it  stradL  him  that  she  must  certainly  he  nnder  the 
piotecticm  of  one  of  the  three  magic  spianing-wfaeds,  of  whoA 
ha  had  so  long  been  in  search*  It  was  to  preserve  us  fnm 
iibe  malevolenoe  of  this  very  sorcOTer,  that  oar  mother  had 
iidvised  our  spinning  the  myeteiioas  cord,  which  would  render 
the  power  of  the  possessor  superior  to  his,  and  would  enable  ns 
to  bind  this  formidable  enemy  hand  and  foot,  whenever  he 
-i&ould  render  himself  f^DOziom.  We  had  ne^ected  Mergian- 
Banoa's  prudent  comneb,  and  (thou^  it  was  then  unknown  to 
me)  one  meadier  of  oar  family  had  already  eiperieooed  the 
fatal  eti^ts  of  auc  ^y»^edieDoe. 

Feridona  had,  it  seems,  taken  a  fancy  to  be  Emperor  of 
Clnna,  and  invaded  that  kingdom  at  a  time  when  grief  for  the 
repent  loss  of  his  wife  rendered  Tarif-Eldia  the  less  able  to 
repel  the  attack.  However,  conscious  that  ^Kmgh  the  loss  of 
his  wife  was  a  bad  thing,  the  loss  of  his  empre  would  be  a  stii 
worse,  he  exerted  his  military  talents  with  such  isSeet  as  to 
defeat  the  invaders ;  and  as  the  spinning-wheel  protected  hua 
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from  all  supernatiiral  enemies,  Feridoun  wa0  obliged*  to  regaiii 
the  crystal  island  without  having  accomplished  his  object.  On 
reaching  his  home,  his  first  care  was  to  consult  his  books  as 
to  the  cause  which  rendered  his  most  powerful  spells  without 
effect  when  exercised  upon  the  Emperor  of  China*  He  now 
learned  for  the  first  time  that  there  existed  three  spinning* 
wheels,  once  the  property  of  the  pre-adamite  Sultanas ;  that 
each  of  these  sufficed  to  protect  not  only  its  owner,  but  his 
family,  from  eyery  species  of  enchantment ;  and  that  if  they 
were  collected  and  placed  in  the  hands  of  the  three  most 
beautiful  princesses  in  the  world,  they  would  fabricate  a  cord, 
which  would  make  its  possessor  sovereign  lord  over  all  the 
Genii  and  sorcerers  in  existence,  whether  good,  bad^  or 
indifferent. 

This  intelligence  made  Feridoun  set  all  his  wits  to  work« 
The  talismans  in  question  (he  well  knew)  could  not  be  taken  by 
force,  nor  could  he  become  master  of  them  except  through  a 
woman's  hands.  To  a  woman,  then,  he  applied  himself,  and 
caused  your  merry  mother,  fair  Moussellina,  to  stop,  at  Pekin» 
in  her  road  to  her  husband's  dominions.  Here,  under  the 
disguise  of  a  dervise,  he  took  care  to  explain  to  her  the 
importance  of  the  ebony  spinning-wheel,  and  expatiated  upon 
its  virtues,  till  her  desire  to  possess  it  became  extreme.  Tarif* 
Eldin  was  still  sorrowing  in  widowhood;  but  the  Queen  of 
Astracan  soothed  him  and  consoled  him  so  comically,  that  in 
less  than  a  week  she  had  completely  laughed  his  wife  out  of  his 
heart,  and  herself  into  it.  No  sooner  did  she  find  him  entirely 
in  her  power  than  she  fixed  the  price  of  her  favours  at  the 
eurrender  of  the  spinning-wheel ;  though  she  was  too  much  a 
woman  of  honour  to  intend  to  keep  her  word.  My  brother  was 
infatuated  ;  the  wheel  was  given  into  her  hands,  and  that  very 
night  the  Queen  departed  privately  from  Pekin,  carrying  with 
her  the  palladium  of  Tarif-Eldin's  happiness.    He  soon  felt  the 
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fatal  effects  of  his  impnidence.  Feridoan  again  invaded  China, 
and  with  such  success,  that  scarcely  could  a  faithful  courtier 
escape  with  my  hrother's  two  young  sons,  both  of  them  still  in 
the  cradle. 

Soon  wearied  of  his  conquest,  Feridoun  shortly  after  returned 
to  the  crystal  island ;  but  he  was  not  so  soon  weary  of  torment- 
ing the  unfortunate  Emperor,  whom  he  had  transformed  into 
an  enormous  cock,  frequently  amusing  himself  by  making  him 
fight  matches  against  animals  of  the  same  species,  and  some- 
times setting  him  up  to  be  thrown  at  by  little  boys  at  an  asper 
a-piece.  At  length  eyen  these  amusements  lost  their  relish, 
and  one  day  he  had  actually  ordered  him  to  be  fricasseed  for 
dinner  ;  when  my  feathered  relation  perceived  the  magic  hand- 
bell given  to  him  by  Caramoussal,  which  till  then  he  had  totally 
forgotten,  and  which  the  Genius  (ignorant  of  its  use)  bad 
brought  with  him  to  the  island  among  other  spoils,  for  the  sake 
of  the  silver.  Tarif-Eldin  seized  it  with  eagerness,  and  the 
very  first  tingle  brought  Caramoussal  to  his  assistance. 

The  Enchanter's  threats  and  expostulations  induced  Feridoun 
to  spare  the  life  of  the  human  cock  ;  but  it  was  only  upon  con- 
dition that  he  should  act  the  part  of  the  Bactrian  oracle  during 
a  certain  number  of  years,  at  the'  expiration  of  which  term  he 
should  be  delivered  into  the  hands  of  Caramoussal.  Accord- 
ingly, the  Emperor  was  inclosed  within  the  cage  of  the  pinnacle, 
and  compelled  occasionally  to  deliver  such  oracles  as  the  Genius 
(who  frequently  officiated  as  priestess  himself)  thought  proper 
to  suggest. 

^'  But  wherefore,"  said  Moussellina^  "  did  Feridoun  suffer 
my  mother  to  retain  possession  of  the  spinning-wheel  ?  For  in 
her  possession  it  still  was  when  she  died.  Her  principal  confi- 
dante then  gave  me  the  key  of  the  closet  which  contained  it, 
accompanied  by  my  mother's  dying  injunction  not  to  imlock 
the  door :    an  injunction  which  I  never  disobeyed  till  after 
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lihe  I088  of   a  certain  part  of  my  dress,  which    shall  be 
nameless.'* 

^<  To  take  it  from  her  by  force/'  replied  Fortimbrass^  **  was 
impracticable ;  but  Feridoun  certainly  expected  the  Queen  to 
give  it  him  with  her  own  free  will.  Howerer,  idien  he 
-demanded  it,  her  majesty,  yonr  mother,  (who  knew  well  the 
Talue  of  the  wheel,  and  who  loved  a  joke  better  than  custard,) 
thought  that  it  would  be  an  excellent  jest  to  outwit  the  Genius, 
and  therefore  assured  him  (at  the  same  time  laughing  heartily) 
that  she  intended  to  keep  it  herself.  This  promise  she  adhered 
to  more  faithfully  than  her  former  ones,  as  indeed  was  natural ; 
for  it  certainly  is  infinitely  more  difficult  to  keep  a  promise 
which  we  make  to  please  other  people  than  one  which  we  make 
to  please  ourselyes.  Feridoun,  however,  took  this  joke  so  ill, 
that  he  vowed  to  make  your  mother  laugh  on  the  wrong  side  of 
her  mouth ;  but  as  the  talisman  effectually  secured  her  from 
his  resentment,  he  resolved  that  you  at  least  should  not  jest  so 
out  of  season,  and  accordingly  endowed  you  at  your  birth  with 
that  immoveable  gravity,  which  nothing  but  the  effect  of  his 
own  enchantments  can  dispel. — So  much  for  the  history  of  my 
brother :  I  now  resume  to  my  own." 

On  Sapinella's  return  home,  she  expatiated  upon  the  beauty 
of  the  unknown  youth,  and  painted  the  giant's  appearance  and 
mienaces  in  the  most  terrific  colours.  My  poor  wife  was  so 
much  alarmed,  that  she  was  actuiUly  going  to  swo<m,  but  <m 
second  thoughts  put  it  off  till  a  more  convenient  season.  Every 
female  in  the  palace  joined  her  in  beseeching  me  to  take  all 
pbsfflble  measures  for  preserving  them  from  this  terrible  giant^ 
declaring  One  and  all,  that  they  expected  to  be  murdered  or 
worse  before  the  next  morning:  at  all  events,  they  should 
never  be  able  to  sleep  quietly  in  their  beds  for  thinking  of  the 
giant,  that  was  absolutely  certain!  Farruknai  indeed,  wha 
was  a  most  virtuous  personage,  and  held  her  honour  &r  more 
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precious  than  her  life,  dwelt  more  partienlarlj  on  Feridoun*s 
enormous  stature,  and  hinted,  that  all  the  female  chaatitj,  both 
in  Denmark  and  Bactria^  would  ,he  endangered  by  an  enemy 
ten  yards  high.  For  my  Own  part,  I  was  persuaded  that  the 
talisman  (whose  mysterious  virtue  I  had  prudently  concealed 
from  every  one)  was  a  full  security  against  the  attacks  of  our 
unknown  foe :  howerer,  to  satisfy  the  women,  I  ordered  the 
palace-guard  to  be  doubled,  and  soon  after  removed  my  court 
to  the  capital  of  Denmark. 

Some  weeks  past  away  in  such  tranquillity  that  we  not  only 
hoped  that  Feridoun  had  forgotten  us,  but  at  last  we  actually 
forgot  him.  In  the  mean  while,  Sapinella  had  spared  no  pains 
to  obtain  some  tidings  of  the  unknown  possessor  of  her  heart. 
She  described  his  person  accurately  in  the  royal  Copenhagen 
Gazette,  and  offered  five  hundred  sequins  reward  to  any  who 
would  tell  her  where  to  find  him.  All  her  exertions  were  in 
vain  ;  and  she  began  to  despair  of  ever  discovering  him,  when 
one  evening  while  she  was  wandering  in  the  palace  gardens, 
she  suddenly  felt  something  seize  her  by  tbe  foot.  She  looked 
down,  and  perceived  an  enormous  toad  (a  reptile  to  which  she 
had  always  a  pairticular  aversion)  gnawing  the  toe  of  her  slipper. 
She  uttered  a  loud  scream,  hastily  drew  her  foot  out  of  its 
covering,  and  instantly  the  toad  and  the  slipper  disappeared 
together.  As  soon  as  the  beautiful  Sapinella  recovered  from 
her  alarm,  she  hobbled  back  to  her  chamber,  and  called  for 
another  pair  of  shoes :  but,  oh !  grief  of  griefs!  none  could  be 
found  that  would  fit  her.  In  vain  did  we  ransack  every  shop 
in  Copenhagen  :  one  pur  was  too  Iarge>  and  another  was  too 
small :  this  made  her  walk  as  if  she  had  a  wooden  leg,  and 
that  in  a  few  minutes  produced  corns  as  big  as  pumpkins  !  All 
were  at  a  loss  to  account  for  so  strange  a  circumstance,  but  no 
one  doubted  that  Feridoun  had  a  finger  in  the  business  :  such 
indeed  was  tiie  fact,  for  Caramoussal  some  time  after  explained 
^  k2 
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the'  matter  as  follows.  It  seems  that  it  was  a  condition 
(though  unknown  to  my  brothers  and  myself)  annexed  to  the 
possession  of  our  spinning-wheels,  that  the  children  of  those  in 
whose  custody  they  were  kept,  should  each  have  some  personal 
perfection,  so  exquisite  as  actually  to  become  a  defect ;  and 
such  was  the  case  with  my  daughter's  foot ;  with  your  skin, 
adorable  Moussellina,  and  with  the  respective  noses  of  the  two 
Princes  of  China.  It  was  also  decreed  that  no  cloth  should  be 
suffered  to  touch  that  particular  part  without  causing  extreme 
pain,  except  the  first  piece  which  should  be  applied  to  it. 
Thus  it  was,  my  fair  niece,  that  you  could  only  wear  one  par- 
ticular shift ;  that  Sapinclla  could  only  be  fitted  with  one  par- 
ticular pair  of  slippers ;  and  that  my  Chinese  nephews  could 
only  blow  their  noses  with  one  particular  pocket-handkerchief. 
I  must  not,  however,  omit  to  mention,  that  these  several  articles 
had  the  peculiar  property  of  never  wearing  out,  or  of  requiring 
washing. 

Feridoun  discovered  this  circumstance,  and  resolved  to 
derive  Sapinella  of  her  slipper.  This  accomplished,  and  my 
.daughter  thrown  into  the  greatest  perplexity,  he  next  assumed 
the  form  of  my  prime  minister,  and  assured  my  too  credulous 
Queen,  that  the  sandal-wood  chest,  which  I  kept  locked  so 
carefully,  contained  a  remedy  for  her  darling's  distress.  Nay, 
so  artfully  did  he  work  upon  her  maternal  feelings,  that  at 
length  she  broke  open  the  mysterious  chest.  First,  she  drew 
forth  the  ebony  spinning-wheel :  not  conceiving  how  this 
machine  could  possibly  supply  her  with  slippers  for  Sapinella, 
she  proceeded  to  search  deeper;  and  in  the  meanwhile  requested 
her  adviser  to  be  so  obliging  as  to  hold  the  talisman  for  a 
moment.  Ah  !  how  willingly  the  traitor  complied  !  -No  sooner 
was  it  in  his  hands,  than  he  resumed  his  natural  form.  Far* 
ruknaz  screamed  with  terror  and  surprise  ;  I  heard  the  cry^ 
and  hastening  with  my  daughter  to  her  assistance,  beheld  for 
the  first  time  my  colossal  enemy. 
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**  King  of  Denmark,"  said  he,  "  listen  with  attention  to  my 
commands.  This  talisman  was  stolen  from  my  father  by  Mer- 
gian-Banou :  justly  should  I  punish  you  for  having  detained 
from  me  so  long  my  paternal  inheritance  ;  hut  in  consideration 
of  the  passion  with  which  your  daughter  has  inspired  me,  your 
offence  shall  he  pardoned,  and  my  enmity  converted  into  friend- 
ship, provided  the  fair  Sapinella  consents  to  become  my  bride." 

The  poor  Princess  was  frightened  out  of  her  little  wits  at 
this  proposal :  but  my  wife,  who  had  a  natural  turn  for  satire, 
and  was  highly  incensed  at  having  been  over-reached,  thought 
proper  to  indulge  her  propensity  at  the  giant's  expense.  This 
she  did  with  such  success,  and  rendered  Feridoun  so  irresistibly 
ludicrous,  that  in  #  spite  of  my  vexation  I  laughed,  till  1  was 
ready  to  expire.  This  was  highly  imprudent  in  both  of  us,  for 
the  giant  could  no  more  command  his  temper  than  1  could  my 
muscles,  or  the  Queen  her  tongue ;  and  suddenly  lifting  up  his 
left  leg,  he  without  any  ceremony  made — (you  need  not  put  up 
your  fans,  ladies,) — ^he  suddenly  made  a  nail  as  big  as  a 
scimitar  issue  from  his  great  toe,  with  which  tremendous 
instrument,  when  I  was  in  the  very  midst  of  a  horse-laugh,  he 
gave  my  mouth  such  a  slicer,  that  he  slit  it  completely  from 
ear  to  ear :  then  grasping  my  wife  by  the  nape  of  her  neck,  he 
rose  with  her  into  the  air ;  where,  horrible  to  tell !  we  saw 
him  with  his  enormous  nail  cut  her  up  as  dexterously  as  the 
most  expert  butcher  could  have  done  a  calf.  This  done,  he 
hurled  her  limbs  to  different  quarters  of  the  globe,  a  leg  one 
way,  and  an  arm  another ;  while  the  blood  flowed  from  them 
in  such  quantities,  that  it  tinged  the  waters  on  which  it  fell, 
and  has  caused  that  part  of  the  ocean  to  be  called  ever  since 
by  the  name  of  the  Red  Sea. 

This  horrible  scene  performed,  the  Genius  re-descended  to 
inform  us  that  he  would  return  on  that  day  twelvemonth ; 
when,  if  m&  daughter  still  refused  his  hand,  he  would  inflict  on 
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Qg  the  most  exemplary  puxushment.  He  added,  that  to  teaoh 
me  better  mamiers  than  to  laugh  at  people  before  their  faoes^ 
mj  mouth  should  neyer  return  to  its  original  size,  till  I  had 
found  another  of  the  same  dimensions ;  and  having  said  this, 
he  disappeared  with  the  fatal  spinning-wheel* 

For  some  time  I  oould  do  nothing  but  lament  mj  wife,  who 
had  not  a  single  fault  in  her  whole  cos^K»iti<Mi,  except^having 
a  passion  for  satire  and  a  pair  ci  bandy  legs.  (At  this  remark 
from  the  King,  the  white  arms  were  obserred  to  turn  the  wheel 
with  incredible  veloeity ;  but  Fortimbrass  did  not  notice  this 
circumstance.  ^  He  proceeded) :— ^When  my  grief  was  some* 
what  abated,  1  hastened  in  search  of  the  silver  bell,  whidi 
would  summon  Caramoussal  to  my  assistance,  and  which  tifl 
then  I  had  neglected.  What  was  my  despair  at  learning  that 
the  Queen,  being  ignorant  of  its  secret  qualities,  and  thinking 
it  old-fashioned,  had  caused  it  to  be  melted  down,  and  converted 
into  a  butter-boat  for  her  own  use  I  I  was  near  losing  my 
senses  at  this  discovery ;  and  Sapinella  really  lost  hers,  not 
only  through  fear  of  the  Genius,  but  from  pain  at  walking 
imshod  with  feet  so  delicate.  The  shoemakers  endeavoured  to 
fit  her  in  vain ;  and  as  at  first  I  ascribed  their  failure  to  their 
awkwardness,  in  a  moment  of  passion  I  happened  to  hang  two 
or  three  of  the  poor  devils,  for  which,  however,  I  was  after- 
wards very  sorry.  At  length  I  judged  it  best  to  publish  in 
every  foreign  kingdom  as  well  as  my  ovm,  that  whoever  could 
produce  a  shoe  that  would  fit  Sapinella,  or  a  mouth  as  large  as 
my  own,  should  espouse  the  Princess,  and  be  heir  to  my 
dominions.  These  ambassadors  were' ordered,  on  pain  of  death, 
never  again  to  set^foot  in  Denmark,  till  they  had  succeeded  in 
their  search :  while,  on  the  other  hand,  a  messenger,  whom  I 
dispatched  to  Caramoussal's  residence  on  Mount  Atlas,  was 
commanded  to  return  with  $31  possible  speeds 

He  was  but  just  in  time:  a  single  day  only  waManting  to 
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complete  the  year,  irhen  Oaramoussal  «mved. '  fiefore  I  had 
time  to  request  it,  he  proBiiBed  me  his  protection,  at  the  same 
tame  assuring  me,  that  till  my  messenger's  airiral  he  had  been 
ignorant  of  my  distress,  having  tmsted  to  my  ringing  the 
silver  bell.  He  also  comforted  me  with  the  prospect  of  ultimate 
happiness  and  tranquillity ;  but  added,  that  for  the  present  he 
could  not  prevent  Feridoun  from  inflicting  the  most  cruel 
calamities  both  upon  myself  and  my  daughter.  He  likewise 
made  known  to  me  Tarif-Eldin*s  adventures,  whose  servitude 
to  the  Genius  was  at  length  expired,  and  whom  he  had  just  left 
upon  Mount  Atlas.  He  concluded  by  lamenting  the  increase 
of  Feridoun*s  power,,  who  had  obtained  possession  of  another 
spinning-whedi  by  practising  the  same  artifice  by  which  he 
had  dq^rived  Sapindla  of  her  slipper,  upon  the  Princess  of 
Astracan,  who  had  lately  been  robbed  of  her  single  shift. 

**  Alas  !  he  told  you  but  too  true !  *'  exclaimed  Moussellina, 
in  this  part  of  her  uncle's  narrative  ;  '<  assuming  the  form  of 
my  nurse,  he  persuaded  me  that  he  could  easily  spin  me  a 
]»roper  piece  of  cambric,  provided  he  were  famished  with  the 
ebony  wheel,  so  carefully  locked  up  in  my  mother's  closet.  I 
gave  it  into  his  hands,  and  he  vanished  with  it  instantly.  This 
it  was,  which,  upon  hearing  of  the  arrival  of  Feridoun's  wife, 
put  it  into  my  head  that  she  might  possibly  have  got  my  shift; 
and  I  made  bdd  to  take  up  the  comer  of  hers,  in  order 
to  examine  the  mark,  for  which  liberty  I  beg  her  ten  thousand 
pardons." 

Crystallina  received  ibis  apology  v^  graciously,  but 
requested  ike  Princess  to  suffer  Fortimbrass  to  proceed  with 
bis  history,  being  extremely  curious  to  hear  its  conclusion. 
I  now  began  to  suspect  that  I  was  spinning  a  shift  for  the 
lovdy  MousseUina ;  and  feeling  for  the  awkwardness  of  her 
highness's  situation,  I  redoubled  my  diligence,  while  Fortim- 
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Oaramoussal  now  Bummoned  my  daughter.  Great  was  her 
surprise  and  grief  at  learning  that  the  handsome  stranger 
was  no  other  than  the  Prince  of  Ophir,  and  at  being  reminded 
of  her  imprudent  oath.  The  Enchanter  also  took  this  oppor- 
tunity of  reading  her  a  lecture  upon  swearing,  assuring  her 
that  no  oaths  were  proper  in  a  young  lady's  mouth  stronger 
than  "Bless  my  heart!"  "Od&-fishl"or  at  most,  "Bytheliving 
jingo ! "  He  was  still  holding  forth  upon  this  topic  when  the 
Genius  arriyed. 

Greatly  was  he  displeased  at  Caramoussal's  presence,  whose 
skill  in  astrology  and  possession  of  the  third  talisman,  rendered 
him  a  formidable  antagonist.  My  brother  perceived,  and  made 
use  of  his  confusion  to  bring  him  to  some  reasonable  treaty, 
and  after  much  parley  the  following  conditions  were  settled 
between  the  Enchanters.  Sapinella  was  doomed  to  reside 
upon  Mount  Atlas,  under  a  form  the  most  frightful,  till  some 
Prince  of  the  name  of  Facardin  should  arrive  there,  and 
either  accept  her  hand  at  first  sight,  or  devour  Feridoun's  left 
leg  ri^w,  before  the  Genius  was  able  to  prevent  him  ;  but  if  no 
such  event  took  place  during  twenty  years,  she  was  then  to 
become  Feridoun's  undisputed  property.  My  sentence  was  to 
wear  the  form  of  some  animal,  and  the  only  indulgence  granted 
me  was  the  choice  what  particular  animal  it  should  be.  It 
was,  however,  stipulated  by  Caramoussal,  that  if  by  any  means 
I  could  manage  to  draw  blood  from  my  enemy,  I  should 
instantly  resimie  my  natural  shape.  With  regard  to  Tarif- 
Eldin,  it  was  enacted  that  he  should  never  leave  off  crowing 
till  a  cock  could  be  found,  whose  powers  of  flying  were  as 
extraordinary  as  those  with  which  the  Genius  (in  order  to 
enlarge  the  sphere  of  his  amusements)  had  endowed  the  unfor- 
tunate Emperor.  On  the  other  hand,  Feridoun  was  allowed 
free  admission  to  Caramoussal's  grotto,  in  order  that  he  might 
entertain  no   doubts  of  Sapinella 's  performing  ^trictly  the 
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articles  of  the  treaty  ;  but  so  far  was  he  from  being  permitted 
to  take  any  advantage  of  these  interviews,  that  he  was  even 
forbidden  to  press  the  tip  of  her  little  finger.  These  conditions 
being  agreed  to,  the  giant  disappeared,  to  our  very  great 
satisfaction. 

As  a  clause  in  the  treaty  forbade  my  redding  with  my 
daughter,  my  brother  advised  my  taking  up  my  abode  in  the 
isle  of  lions,  under  the  form  of  one  of  those  animals.  This 
island  being  close  to  Mount  Atlas,  I  could  then  receive  the 
earliest  intelligence  of  any  change  in  my  daughter's  situation ; 
and  he  promised  that  she  should  meet  me  at  the  mountain's 
foot  every  evening,  when,  during  a  full  hour,  she  should  enjoy 
her  natural  shape.  He  next  comforted  my  daughter  with  the 
assurance  that  the  twenty  years  of  enchantment  should  not  be 
reckoned  in  her  life,  and  that  when  the  charm  should  be  dis-> 
solved  she  should  still  find  herself  in  all  the  bloom  and  beauty 
of  sixteen.  Then  taking  an  affectionate  farewell,  he  transported 
her  to  the  top  of  Mount  Atlas,  and  I  immediately  found  myself 
upon  all  fours  in  the  isle  of  lions. 

Every  evening  I  swam  to  tho  opposite  shore,  where  Cara- 
moussal  failed  not  to  conduct  my  daughter  and  the  imperial 
cock.  In  these  visits  I  learned  many  particulars  of  which  I 
was  till  then  ignorant.  It  seems  Caramoussal's  books  had 
taught  him  that  the  bending  of  the  famous  bow  of  Ulysses 
would  ascertain  the  person  destined  to  disenchant  my  daughter. 
This  was  also  no  secret  to  Feridoun  ;  but  fortunately  the  bow 
was  already  in  my  brothers  possession.  Garamoussal  also 
informed  me  that  he  daily  expected  a  prince  to  arrive  at  Mount 
Atlas,  on  whom  he  placed  his  strongest  hopes  of  reversing 
Feridoun's  spells ;  and  that  though  my  unhappy  Queen  had, 
it  is  true,  been  chopped  in  pieces,  yet  consideration  for  his 
future  mother-in-law  had  induced  Feridoun  to  preserve  her 
in  existence.     He  should,  therefore,  immediately  dispatch  aii 
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emissary  to  collect  lier  scattered  but  sdll  animated  limbs,  and 
he  doubted  not  his  being  able  to  stitch  them  together  again  so 
deyerly  with  a  needle  and  thread,  that  the  nicest  eje  should 
be  nnable  to  detect  the  deception.     Her  hands  and  arms  (he 
had  the  pleasure  to  assure  me)  were  already  in  his  possession ; 
and,  as  she  was  ei^emely  proud  of  their  beauty,  he  had  gratified 
her  innocent  vanity  by  cutting  two  holes  in  the  door  of  his 
grotto,  through  which  she  never  failed  to  pass  her  arms  on  the 
arrival  of  any  stranger.     She  generally  affected  to  be  turning 
the  handle  of  the  spinning-wheel ;  and  by  this  device  she  con- 
trived to  secure  the  stranger's  admiration  of  her  alabaster 
hands,  without  being  mortified  by  his  discovering  that  the  rest 
of  her  person  was  running  wild  about  the  universe.     Accord- 
ingly, she  frequently  profited  by  this  amusement ;  and  Sapinella> 
having  no  better  means  of  passing  her  time,  occasionaUy^ 
beguiled  her  ennui  by  the  same  occupation.     These  conversa- 
tions lasted  during  an  hour;  after  which  Sapinella  regained 
th^  summit  of  Mount  Atlas,  while  I  swam  back  to  the  isle  of 
lions. 

Near  a  year  elapsed,  and,  though  many  persons  had  attempted 
it,  the  bow  of  Ulysses  remained  unbent.  At  length  the  day 
arrived  when  the  annual  hunting-match  was  accustomed  to 
take  place.  You  must  undoubtedly  have  heard  of  this  singular 
festival,  whose  novelty  excited  in  me  no  small  degree  of 
expectation  :  and  I  was  pleased  with  the  opportunity  of  aseeilr- 
taining  whether  animals  on  four  legs  receive  as  much  pleasure ' 
from  being  hunted  as  animals  upon  two  legs  receive  from 
hunting  them, — a  point  which  had  always  appeared  to  me 
somewhat  questionable.  On  the  appointed  morning  I  failed 
not  to  be  at  the  sea-shore,  where  about  seven  hundred  of  my 
companions  were  already  assembled.  As  I  was  evidently  a 
stranger,  they  very  politely  insisted  on  my  taking  the  com- 
mand, and  would  not  hear  of  a  refusal,  though  I  protested 
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thai  I  should  he  perfeetlj  contented  with  a  cometcy,  or  at 
most  with  a  troop.  Bat  I  soon  found  that  in  heading  such 
forces  hnt  little  honour  oonld  he  gained  :  no  sooner  was  a  cock 
heard  to  crow  than  they  fled  in  confusion,  fell  into  the  nets  of 
the  hunters,  and  I  soon  saw  eleyen  landed  on  the  opposite 
dioie. 

One  was  still  wanting  to  complete  the  usual  numher. 
Heaven  and  earth !  how  great  was  my  joy  when  I  recognised 
in  the  warrior  who  remained  after  his  companions,  for  the 
purpose  of  taking  the  twelfth  lion,  the  Tory  person  who  (as 
CaramouBsal  had  assured  me)  was  most  likely  to  effect  my 
daughter's  deliverance.  I  flew  to  meet  him,  intending  to 
discover  myself,  and  request  him  to  proceed  to  Mount  Atlas 
without  a  moment's  delay.  But  my  kind  intentions  were  frus- 
trated. Seeing  me  run  towards  him  open-mouthed,  he  very 
naturally  concluded  that  I  meant  to  make  a  dinner  of  him ; 
and  under  this  persuasion  he  attacked  me  so  furiously,  that  I 
was  obliged  to  return  his  blows  in  my  own  defence.  Still  I 
endeavoured  to  make  him  aware  of  his  mistake  ;  hut  the  cock 
kept  crowing  so  loud,  and  his  female  companion  exerted  hw 
limgs  so  successfully,  that  the  knight  could  not  possibly  hear 
a  w(H*d  that  I  said  to  him.  At  leugth,  being  quite  out  of 
patience,  I  just  gave  him  a  scratch,  which  (I  thought)  would 
disable  him  from  fighting  for  the  present;  and,  in  order  to 
stop  the  noise  a  little,  I  made  bold  to  swallow  the  cock  at  a 
mouthful,  I  then  returned  to  my  antagonist ;  but,  without 
attending  to  the  signs  by  which  I  strove  to  express  that  I  had 
scnaething  to  say  to  him,  he  very  uncivilly  chopped  off  my  left 
paw*  Anguish  deprived  me  of  my  senses,  and  I  had  only  time 
to  pronounce  his  name  before  I  fainted  away.  During  my^ 
swoon  Caramoussal  (who,  to  do  him  justice,  never  discovered 
any  danger  till  it  was  too  late  to  prevent  it)  conveyed  me  to  his 
grotto,  fixed  on  my  severed  hand  with  an  excellent  salve  of  our 
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mother's  own  composition,  and  I  had  the  satisfaction  of  seeing 
it  once  more  united  to  my  arm.  However,  I  long  felt  the 
effects  of  the  wound,  and  (as  you  see)  I  am  still  obliged  to 
carry  my  arm  in  a  sling. 

While  loss  of  blood  still  confined  me  to  my  bed,  Facardin^ 
Prince  of  Ophir,  arrived  at  the  grotto,  bent  the  bow  of  Ulysses, 
and  finding  my  daughter  in  her  horrible  metamorphosis,  he 
positively  rejected  the  offer  of  her  hand.  He  also  despised  her 
advice,  not  to  drink  .from  a  certain  enchanted  fountain ;  the 
consequence  was,  that  his  heart  immediately  became  inflam- 
mable at  the  sight  of  every  female  ;  while,  on  the  other  hand, 
80  singular  a  change  took  place  in  his  person,  as  in  the  eyes  <^ 
every  female  rendered  him  unavoidably  an  object  of  ridicule 
and  disgust.  Very  different,  therefore,  were  the  impressions 
produced  upon  them  by  a  second  interview.  Sapinella  had 
resumed  her  original  form,  and  the  Prince  was  struck  with 
admiration  at  her  beauty, ;  while  she,  on  the  other  hand,,  could 
only  look  upon  him  with  the  most  violent  aversion.  Awarei 
however,  that  on  him  depended  her  strongest  hopes  of  deliver- 
ance, and  also  that,  during  their  temporary  separation,  he  had 
vanquished  Feridoun  in  single  combat,  and  had  actually  cut  off 
the  fatal  leg,  she  endeavoured  to  soften  the  severity  of  her 
countenance,  and  encouraged  her  lover  with  smiles  to  persevere 
in  the  adventure.  The  leg  was  served  up  to  him  ;  he  was  per- 
suaded to  begin  upon  it ;  he  had  already  swallowed  several 
slices,  and  all  was  going  on  in  the  most  prosperous  manner 
imaginable,  when  Sapinella  felt  that  her  smgle  hour  of  beauty 
was  elapsed.  Shocked  at  the  thought  of  being  recognised  for 
the  woman  whose  deformity  had  already  excited  in  him  such 
strong  sentiments  of  disgust,  she  thought  it  best  to  make  her 
escape  before  the  transformation  could  take  place,  and  leave 
the  Prince  to  finish  his  nauseous  meal  by  himself.  Most 
unfortunate  were  the  consequences  of  her  ill-timed  vanity* 
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Seeing  her  run  away,  the  Prince  thought  proper  to  run  after 
her ;  Feridoun  seized  hia  mjBterious  leg,  clapped  it  on  again, 
und  with  it  resumed  aU  his  former  power.  He  then  raised  a 
whirlwind,  which  rolled  Facardin  from  the  top  of  the  mountain 
to  the  bottom,  and  thus  concluded  an  adventure  on  which  we 
had  so  long  grounded  our  strongest  expectations. 

They  say,  and  yery  truly,  that  misfortunes  neyer  come 
single.  It  was  soon  discovered  that,  during  the  confusion 
occasioned  by  the  Prince  of  Ophir*s  visit,  our  enemy  had  con- 
trived to  carry  off  the  Ulyssean  how.  This  loss  almost  deprived 
the  poor  Astronomer  of  the  little  wits  which  Heaven  had  vouch- 
safed to  grant  him.  This  weapon  was  absolutely  necessary  for 
Sapinella's  deliverance,  and  to  recover  it  at  any  rate  was  an 
indispensable  duty.  Fortunately,  the  Prince  of  Fez  (to  whom 
Feridoun  intrusted  it,  thinking  my  brother  less  lihely  to  dis- 
cover the  place  of  its  concealment  when  in  the  possession  of  a 
stranger,  than  to  regain  it  while  under  his  own  care)  disobeyed 
the  command  of  never  unlocking  the  chest  in  which  it  was 
deposited.  It  was  opened.  As  luck  would  have  it,  the 
imperial  cock  (whom  Caramoussal  had  despatched  in  search  of 
the  bow)  was  at  that  moment  hovering  over  the  palace-gardens 
of  Serendip.  Instantly,  he  darted  down,  carried  off  the  bow, 
and  it  is  the  very  same  which  you  now  see  in  my  possession. 

No  sooner  was  I  recovered  from  my  wound,  than  Feridoun 
inusted  upon  my  recommencing  beast,  and  out  of  pure  spite 
and  ill  nature  transported  me  to  that  part  of  the  globe  which 
is  at  the  greatest  distance  from  Mount  Atlas.  Most  gladly 
would  I  have  retiuned  thither ;  but  I  was  ignorant  of  the  way, 
and  had  no  book  of  the  roads.  My  joy,  therefore,  was  bound- 
less when  the  King  of  Astracan  happened  to  send  me  under 
the  form  of  m  ourang-outang,  in  common  with  many  others 
of  my  species,  as  a  present  to  Caramoussal.  Feridoun's  spells 
hod  preyented  that  enchanter  from  knowing  what  was  become 


190  oomri  Hamilton's  talks. 

of  me.  He  oonld  only  disoover,  that  after  alternately  aiwiiniing 
the  appeiBkrances  of  an  hippopotamus,  an  armadillo,  and  a  tor- 
toiBOBheU  cat,  I  had  at  length  detennined  npon  lemabing  a 
monkey  for  the  rest  of  my  bestial  existence  ;  in  consequence 
of  which,  he  gave  all  who  wished  to  consult  him  to  understand 
that  a  present  of  those  animals  would  be  the  most  certain  means 
of  conciliating  his  protection;  and  he  trusted  that  I  should, 
one  day  or  other,  be  included  in  the  number  of  those  transmitted 
to  him. 

That  confidence  at  length  proyed  well-founded ;  I  reached 
the  grotto,  and  with  some  difficulty  Feridoun  was  preyailed 
upon  to  permit  my  residing  upon  Mount  Atlas,  as  also  to 
resume  my  original  form  during  the  whole  day  ;  it  was  that 
on  which  the  ambassadors  from  Astracan  had  their  audience 
of  Oaramoussal.  They  had  been  very  polite  to  me  on  the 
road  ;  and  I  was  fortunate  enough  to  retom  their  civilities  on 
their  way  back  again,  by  rescuing  them  from  two  or  three 
hundred  li(ms  (1  forget  the  exact  number)  who  had  the  imper- 
tinence to  make  a  party  to  breakfast  upon  the  ill-fated  ambas- 
sadors :  but  the  lions  soon  found  that  there  went  two  words  to 
that  bargain.  Aware  of  their  intention,  my  brother  despatched 
me  to  the  scene  of  action,  and  being  armed  with  the  Ulyssean 
bow  (which,  since  the  Prince  of  Ophir*s  success,  required  no 
great  strength  to  use)  I  easily  defeated  the  assailants,  and 
rescued  my  Mends. 

My  time  on  Mount  Atlas  passed  very  quietly  and  very  dully 
till  the  other  morning,  when  my  brother  accosted  me  with  a 
joyful  countenance. 

''  I  have  at  length,"  said  he,  *'  discovered  a  remedy  for  all 
our  misfortunes.  Hasten  to  the  Princess  of  Astracan ;  with 
her  you  will  find  Feridoun,  under  the  form  of  a  matron.  While 
he  is  off  his  guard,  take  an  opportunity  to  draw  blood  i^rom 
him,  and  your  original  shape  will  be  immediately  restored. 
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Leare  Sapmella's  destiny  to  my  cftre ;  the  emperor  wOl  imme- 
diately transport  you  into  MoneseUina's  preeence  ;  mount  him, 
and  away  1  " 

I  obeyed  ;  Sapinella  obtained  peimission  to  acc<Hnpany  me 
hUiher  for  the  sake  of  a  little  air  and  exercise.  Of  what  fol- 
lowed,  my  dear  niece,  you  have  been  an  eye-witness ;  nor  will 
you  be  surprised  at  the  emotion  produced  in  my  bosom  on 
beholding  these  beautiful  white  arms,  when  I  mention  that  1 
doubt  not  their  haying  formerly  been  the  property  of  my 
bdoyed  and  imprudmit  consort. 

With  anotiier  flood  of  tears,  Fortimbrass  here  concluded  his 
affecting  narratire.  The  evening  being  far  advanced,  the 
princess  gave  over  work.  Instantiy  the  beautiful  arms  disap- 
peared with  the  tiiird  spinning-wheel ;  the  two  first  were  again 
committed  to  my  custody.  Fortimbrass  embraced  his  niece  ;  she 
curtsied,  we  bowed,  and  the  assembly  broke  up  in  good  order. 

For  my  part,  I  followed  the  brother  Facardins  to  their  apart- 
ment,  expecting  to  be  as  agreeably  entertained  with  the  history 
of  the  second  as  I  had  been  witii  that  of  the  first.  Great, 
therefore,  was  my  disappointment,  when  on  my  requesting  him 
to  relate  his  adventures,  he  assured  me,  that  except  those  in 
tiie  crystal  island,  he  had  never  met  with  anything  extraor- 
dinary in  the  whole  course  of  his  life. 

"  What !  "  cried  1,  '*  have  you  reaUy  reached  the  age  of 
one-and-twenty  without  having  once  been  turned  into  a  blue 
bear  or  a  china  tea-pot?  Are  you  really  unlucky  enough 
nev^  to  have  seen  so  much  as  a  single  kingdom  transformed 
into  a  fish-pond?  never  to  have  destroyed  a  single  black 
giant  or  fiery  dragon,  nor  rescued  from  some  8(H*cerer*s  den 
two  or  three  dozen  of  bewitched  queens  and  metamorphosed 
princesses  ?  The  most  extraordinary  thing  that  I  ever  heard 
of !     Why,  what  can  you  have  been  doing  all  this  time  ?  " 

**  Just  what  other  people  do/'  answered  he ;  "I  ate  and 
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drank  a  good  deal,  made  love  occasionally,  said  little,  thouglit 
less,  and  yawned  immoderately.  I  was  educated  in  Cappa- 
docia ;  it  is  a  damned  stupid  country :  the  King  of  it  was  my 
guardian  ;  he  was  a  damned  stupid  old  fellow.  I  thought 
books  a  bore,  and  regularly  played  truant ;  my  tutor  as  regu-. 
larly  chastised  me,  and  I  thought  flogging  a  greater  bore  than 
books.  I  set  out  on  my  travels,  bought  an  easy  palanquin, 
and  made  the  tour  of  Asia  with  my  eyes  shut.  I  next  pre- 
pared to  pay  Africa  a  similar  visit.  I  embarked  on  board  a 
felucca  ;  my  hammock  was  a  very  good  one,  and  I  slept  there 
very  comfortably.  Unluckily,  a  violent  storm  woke  me  from 
a  sound  nap  ;  I  yawned,  rubbed  my  eyes,  and  was  drowned  ; 
I  thought  this  the  greatest  bore  of  all.  The  rest  you  know  ; 
and  I  shall  only  add,  that  Moussellina  has  made  an  impression 
on  my  heart  so  forcible,  that " 

He  accompanied  his  love  confession  with  so  hearty  a  yawn, 
that  it  produced  an  instantaneous  drowsiness  upon  his  hearers. 
We  parted  for  the  night,  and  scarcely  had  I  thrown  myself  on 
my  couch,  before  I  fell  into  a  profound  slumber :  I  was  not 
long  permitted  to  enjoy  it. 

Midnight  was  already  past.  The  day  appointed  for  the 
laughing  contest ;  that  day,  so  long,  so  earnestly  expected ; 
that  day,  pregnant  with  Moussellina's  fate  and  with  the  conclu* 
sion  of  so  many  wonderful  events  ;  that  day  was  now  already 
an  hour  old. 

''  I  am  glad  of  it,  with  all  my  heart  and  soul,"  cried  Schah- 
riar,  rubbing  his  hands  ;  **  now,  then,  we  shall  hear  whether 
the  Queen  of  Denmark  got  tacked  together  again ;  who  suc- 
ceeded in  killing  the  crocodile,  and  making  the  Princess  laugh ; 
what  became  of  the  monkey  and  his  daughter ;  and  how  Mous« 
sellma  almost  jumped  out  of  her  skin,  for  joy  at  getting  a  shift 
next  to  it.  Tell  away,  my  good  friend !  I  die  to  know  what 
happened  on  that  important  morning." 
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"  Since  your  Majesty,"  resumed  Trebizonde,  ''  is  so  anxious 
to-know  the  whole  affair,  I  hasten  to  inform  you  without  losing 
a  moment,  that  I  am  quite  ignorant  of  every  particular/' 

**  The  devil  you  are  !  '*  exclaimed  the  Sultan,  jumping  bolt 
tipright  in  his  bed. 

''  It  is  but  too  true  !  ^  rejoined  Facardin ;  "  an  extraordinary 
accident  on  that  very  morning  compelled  me  to  quit  the  tents 
of  Astracan. 

*'  Your  Majesty  may  remember,  that  in  order  to  possess  the 
spinning-wheels,  it  was  necessary  to  obtain  them  voluntarily 
from  some  female  hand.  To  regidn  these  treasures,  Feridoun 
had  craftily  enough  addressed  himself  to  Crystallina.  Per- 
ceiving that  her  passion  for  the  tall  Facardin  (for  thus  is  he 
best  distinguished)  had  revived,  he  promised  to  make  her 
Empress  of  China,  and  (waving  his  own  claim  to  her  hand)  to 
unite  her  to  the  object  of  her  choice,  provided  she  would  steal 
the  talismans  from  my  charge,  and  put  them  once  more  in  his 
power.  To  make  this  proposal,  was  his  motive  for  visiting 
Moussellina*s  tent  that  evening.  Crystallina  had  observed 
with  much  displeasure  the  glances  which  passed  between  the 
Princess  and  her  former  admirer.  Love,  jealousy,  revenge, 
and  above  all  curiosity  to  know  whether  Facardin  was  much 
changed  since  their  parting, — all  these  motives  made  her 
eagerly  embrace  Feridoun's  offers. 

"  Accordingly,  during  my  absence  she  concealed  herself  in 
my  chamber ;  and  scarcely  was  I  asleep  before  the  wheels 
were  in  her  possession.  Now  then  her  business  was  to  leave 
the  tent  as  quickly  as  possible ;  but  she  could  not  resist  her 
curiosity  to  know  whether  I  usually  slept  upon  my  back  or  on 
joue  side.  For  this  purpose  she  deposited  the  talismans  on  the 
ground,  took  the  night-lamp,  and  softly  approached  my  couch. 
As  she  leaned  over  me,  a  drop  of  burning  oil  fell  on  my 
shoulder.     A  cry  of  pain  convinced  the  intruder  that  I  was 
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disturbed  ;  and,  hastily  dropping  the  lamp,  she-  canght  up  the 
spinning-wheels,  and  fled  from  the  <ihamber.  She  fled  not 
unpursued  ;  the  importance  of  mj  loss  flashed  upon  my  mind 
instantly  ;  I  started  from  my  couch,  and  followed  her ^ 

*'  Without  dressing  yourself?  '*  exclaimed  Dinarzade  ;  "oh! 
monstrous !  Ko  wonder  that  Ciystallina  ran  away  ;  in  such  a 
situation  I  should  hare  out-stripped  the  winds  in  swiftness,  nor 
would  ever  have  forgiven  you  for  not  staying  at  least  to  slip  on 
a  bed-gown." 

"  Fair  Dinarjsade,'*  replied  the  Prince  smiling,  *'  youif 
extreme  delicacy  has  taken  the  alarm  without  reason.  I  cer- 
tainly was  not  in  full  dress ;  still  my  appearance  was  by  no 
means  so  terrible  as  your  liyely  fancy  pictures  it,  as  from 
infancy  I  have  been  accustomed  to  sleep  in  a  waistcoat  and 
driawers  of  rose-coloured  taffeta." 

"And  a  very  silly  custom  too!"  observed  Dinarzade 
pettishly. 

**  I  had  very  strong  reasons  for  adopting  it,"  answered 
Facardin,  "but  which  I  cannot  explain  to  you  at  present. 

Perhapd  a  time  may  come  when .    But  I  proceed  with  my 

&tory,  which  now  approaches  its  conclusion.  I  pursued  the 
thief  so  swiftly,  that  I  overtook  her  at  the  entrance  of  the  tent ; 
there  Feridoun  was  waiting  for  her ;  but  before  she  could  deliver 
the  talismans  into  his  hands,  I  fortunately  seized  and  pulled 
iier  back  again  by  the  tail  of  her  shift.  To  obtain  the  wheels 
from  her  against  her  consent  I  well  knew  to  be  impossible.  All 
that  I  could  do  was  to  prevent  her  giving  them  to  the  Genius  ; 
this  I  for  some  time  effected,  by  contriving,  whenever  he  put 
himself  in  her  away,  to  whisk  her  suddenly  round  to  the  other 
Bide,  till  Feridoun,  losing  aU  patience,  muttered  a  few  uninteU 
iigible  words,  and,  twisting  his  hand  in  Crystallina's  long 
tresses,  (which  a  gust  of  wind  happened  to  bring  within  his 
reach,)  he  sprang  with  her  into  the  air  ;  and  as  I  persisted  in 
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detaining  hereby  tbe  a&reBiaid  cambric,  away  we  all  three  fleit' 
together,  to  the  infinite  luxprise  and  terror  of  a  numeroui 
audience,  attracted  by  the  noiae  of  our  dispute. 

**  Crystallina  screamed  so  loud,  that  it  was  quite  a  wonder ; 
oor  was  /  by  any  means  pleased  to  find  myself  hanging  in 
mid-air  by  so  ticklish  a  dependence  as  the  tail  of  a  lady's  shift. 
Howeyer,  I  ^d  not  retain  this  situation  long.  The  Genius, 
}i&Ymg  as  little  taste  for  my  society  as  I  had  for  his,  drew  a 
large  pair  of  shears  from  his  girdle,  snipped  off  the  piece  of 
linen  by  which  I  was  holding,  and  restored  me  to  the  earth 
with  the  greatest  possible  expedition.  Down  I  came,  tumbling 
liead  orer  heels ;  but  long  before  I  reached  terra  fiima,  I  had 
jcompletdy  lost  my  senses. 

**  On  their  return,  I  was  not  a  little  surprised  to  find  myself  on 
^  sofa  in  my  own  palace  at  Trebizonde.  A  renerable  man  was 
jBtanding  near  me,  in  whom  I  instantly  recognised  the  admirable 
Caramoussal." 

**  Recognised  him  ?  "  repeated  the  Sultan  ;  **  why,  had  you 
^ever  se^i  him  before  ?  "  ' 

« Erequentlyj"  answered  Facardin ;  "but  having  been 
enjoined  by  him  never  to  reveal  what  has  passed  between  us, 
in  this  narrative  of  my  adventures  I  have  carefully  avoided 
inching  upon  those  which  relate  to  the  Enchanter.  Suffice  it 
to  say,  that  I  was  not  surprised  to  hear  that  I  was  indebted  to 
ids  care  for  my  late  escape  from  destruction.  He  also  informed 
me  that  he  had  at  length  discovered  the  only  certain  means  for 
•tfsoncluding  lAie  misfortunes  <^  his  family,  and  he  gave  me  full 
instructions  as  to  the  part  which  I  was  destined  to  perform. 
In  the  execution  of  it  I  have  been  engaged  ever  since.  Our 
.plot  succeeds.  Feridoun  is  our  dupe  completely ;  his  power 
will  soon  be  at  an  end,  and  I  shall  then  relate  to  your  majesty 
l>y  what  means  Caramoussal  has  attained  his  object.  At 
j^'esent  you  must  excuse  my  not  saying  a  syllable  more  upon 
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the  subject,  and  I  have  now  the  honour  to  leave  you  at  the 
^d  of  my  story,  as  much  in  the  dark  as  you  were  at  the 
beginning.*' 

The  Prince  was  silent ;  surprise  at  the  abrupt  conclusion  of 
lus  history  for  some  moments  compelled  his  hearers  to  folloTf 
his  example,  but  Schahriar  at  length  recovered  himself. 
.  '•And  so,*'  said  he,  in  an  angry  voice,  «*  and  so  you  really 
mean  to  leave  your  story  unfinished?  Now,  my  worthy  friend^ 
have  the  goodness  to  listen  to  me  for  a  few  moments*  If  you 
don't  instantly  and  on  the  spot  relate  every  tittle  that  has 
passed  between  you  and  that  old  he-witch  Oaramoussal,  as 
I'm  a  Aultan  and  a  sinner,  I'll  treat  you  no  better  than  if  you 
were  my  wife !  and  if  you  refuse  to  conclude  your  adventures 
yourself,  never  may  I  speak  again,  if  I  don't  do  it  for  you 
with  two  yards  and  a  half  of  whip-cord :  now  that's  flat ! " 
and  at  the  same  time  clapping  his  hands,  he  called  the  guard 
of  black  eunuchs  into  the  chamber. 

Though  your  threats  cannot  alarm  me,"  replied  the  Prince, 

my  anxiety  to  gratify  your  majesty  induces  me  to  relate 
every  circumstance  ^hich  I  can  possibly  disclose  with  safety. 
Enow  then,  that  since  my  return  to  your  majesty's  dominions, 
ho  sooner  does  the  clock  point  to  midnight  than — hark!  it 
strikes  at  this  moment ! " — and  at  the  same  instant  a  loud 
burst  of  thunder  shook  the  room,  a  bright  flame  enveloped 
JPacardin,  and  he  instantly  vanished  from  the  eyes  of  the 
astonished  spectators* 

Before  they  were  perfectly  recovered  from  their  surprise  at 
ihis  unexpected  incident,  the  door  of  the  royal  apartment  was 
suddenly  thrown  open,  and  the  Lord  Chamberlain  entering  in 
•the  greatest  hurry  and  confusion,  put  the  following  letter  int6 
the  Sultan's  hands  ; — 

.  "  Oaramoussal,  Lord  of  Mount  Atlas,  presents  his  best 
jcompliments  to  .the  Sultan  ,«nd  Sultana  of  the  Indies,  and 
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informs  them,  that  if  not  inconvenient,  the  King  and  Qaeen  of 
Denmark,  the  Kings  of  Astracan  and  Ophir,  Zemin  Prince  of 
Fez,  and  the  Emperor  of  China  with  his  two  sons,  intend 
having  the  honour  of  hreakfasting  with  their  sublime  Majesties." 

Great  was  the  joy  of  Schahriar  and  the  two  beautiful  sisters 
at  this  promised  visit  of  such  illustrious  and  eztraordinaiy 
personages.  They  were  expected  every  moment,  and  therefore 
no  time  was  to  be  lost  in  preparing  for  their  reception.  The 
news  spread  through  the  palace  like  wild-fire,  and  never 
was  there  such  an  uproar  known  in  it  since  the  peculiar  taste 
of  the  first  Sultana  was  discovered.  In  five  minutes  all 
was  noise,  and  bustle,  and  confusion ;  everybody  was  conscious 
that  on  this  important  occasion  a  great  deal  was  to  be  done, 
find  everybody  had  so  much  to  do,  that  nobody  did  anything. 
Servants  ran  here  and  there,  backwards  and  forwards,  without 
knowing  of  what  they  were  in  search ;  lords  and  ladies  wer0 
seen  flying  about  in  all  directions,  some  full-dressed,  some 
half-dressed,  some  not  dressed  at  all ;  whoever  wanted  one 
thing  was  sure  to  get  another ;  Scherazade  asked  for  a  wash- 
ball,  and  they  brought  her  a  chaffing-dish  of  charcoal ;  and 
when  the  Grand  Vizier  called  for  his  court-going  slippers,  they 
crammed  his  mouth  with  a  buttered  muffin. 

In  spite  of  all  these  accidents,  the  royal  family  made  so 
much  expedition  that  they  were  ready  before  the  sentinels  (who 
were  stationed  on  the  loftiest  towers)  announced  the  approach 
of  a  numerous  and  brilliant  cavalcade.  Soon  after,  the  expected 
guests  entered  the  palace^  and  were  received  in  a  manner 
suitable  to  their  distinguished  rank.  After  many  compliments 
had  passed  on  both  sides,  than  which  nothing  could  be  more 
•poUie  or  less  to  the  purpose,  the  whole  company  partook  of  an 
entertainment  truly  magnificent,  and  served  up  in  the  very  best 
taste.  Binarzade  ptud  particular  attention  to  the  appearance 
of  the  Queen  of  Denmark :  her  Iftautv  she  could  not  question  ;^ 
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t>nt  Bhe  whispered  her  sister — **  that  the  poor  woman  had  he^ 
very  clumsilj  sewed  together,  and  that  she  plainly  discorered 
a  seam,  where  the  tailor  had  stitched  her  nose  on."  She  also 
occasionally  touched  upon  the  suhject  of  crooked  legs,  at  the 
same  time  taking  care  to  convince  th<j  company  that  her  own 
were  straight ;  nor  eonid  all  Scherazade's  frowns  prevent  hei* 
from  declaring  alond,  that  ''  long  petticoats  were  like  charity, 
and  frequently  covered  a  multitude  of  defects. "  Luckily,  the 
Queen  of  Denmark  was  too  well  pleased  at  finding  herself  all 
of  a  piece  again,  to  suffer  these  hints  to  ruffle  her  temper,  and 
the  repast  was  finished  in  undisturbed  harmony. 

And  now  it  was  that  Schahriar  requested  to,  he  informed  to 
what  occasion  he  waa  indebted  for  the  honour  of  this  visit,  and 
what  adventures  had  taken  place  since  the  Prince  of  Trehi* 
sonde's  departure  from  the  tents  of  Astracan.  Great  was  his 
surprise  and  pleasure,  when  Fortimhrass  assured  him  that  the 
Princes  of  China  were  no  other  than  the  brother  Facardins,  of 
whom  he  had  already  heard  so  much ;  and  Facardin  of  the 
Grotto  being  unanimously  requested  to  satisfy  the  Sultan's 
curiosity,  he  readily  complied,  and  commenced  as  follows  :— 
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THE  GROTTO. 

It  is  needless  to  inform  you  (and  therefore,  following  the 
example  of  the  best  historians,  I  shall  not  fail  to  relate  it)  that 
the  sudden  elopement  of  Trebizonde  and  his  fair  companion 
occasioned  no  slight  surprise  and  sorrow.  As  for  Moussellina, 
she  was  inconsolable  for  tiie  loss  of  her  spinning-wheel,  ami 
became  more  grave  than  ever,  which  was  a  great  discourage- 
ment to  her  illustrious  admirers.  My  brother  and  myself  did 
our  best  to  comfort  the  Princess,  to  whom  we  were  presented. 
:i^ext  day  as  relations  by  our  good  uncle,  the  King  of  Denmark,} 
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''The  King  jwa  tmcle?"  interrnpted  Schaluriar;  ohl 
ay !  very  true !  But  pray,  my  dear  sir,  how  did  you  find  out 
this  connexion  ?  " 

**  By  my  nose,"  answered  Facardin  of  ihe  Grotto. 

'*  Your  nose!*'  repeated  ihe  astonished  Sultan:  ''what, 
ihen^  did  you  know  your  unde  by  bis  smell  ?  Or  perhaps  you 
only  mean,  that  you  smelt  out  the  secret  ?  '' 

"By  no  means,"  said  Facardin;  "the  fact  is,  that  the 
secret  lay  hid  in  my  pocket-handkerchief.  Caramoussal  informs 
me,  that  yon  have  heard  from  the  Prince  of  Trebizonde  all 
that  passed  in  the  tents  of  Astracan  preyious  to  that  Prince's 
departure.  Doubtless,  you  must  remember  that  Fortimbrass 
mentioned  in  his  history  that  his  nephews,  the  two  Princes  of 
China,  had  their  noses  formed  of  so  delicate  a  texture,  as  only 
to  permit  their  using  a  particular  pocket-handkerchief.  The 
truth  flashed  upon  me  the  rery  first  time  that  I  blew  my  nose 
after  hearing  this  remark ;  and  my  brother's  nostrils  proving 
to  be  endowed  with  a  similar  sensibility,  we  boldly  claimed 
kindred  with  Fortimbrass  on  the  succee£ng  day.  He  heard 
us  with  attention,  recognised  our  pocket-handkerchiefis  to  have 
once  been  his  mother's  (indeed,  they  were  still  marked  with  an 
M.  B.  at  the  comers,)  and  instantly  acknowledged  us  for  his 
nephews  in  the  most  gracious  manner  possiUe. 

"  The  hour  appointed  for  the  memj  contest  arrived.  Though 
my  heart  was  devoted  to  another,  I  still  entered  my  name  upon 
the  list  of  Moussellina's  admirers,  being  resolved  (in  case  of 
success)  to  resign  my  claim  in  favour  of  my  brother,  upon  whom 
she  had  made  a  most  Snreible  impression.  The  Princess  took 
her  place ;  the  lots  were  drawn,  and  each,  as  his  name  was 
called,  adyanced  to  attack  Moussellina's  risible  muscles.  Several 
had  already  fstiled  ;  at  length  my  name  was  pronounced,  and 
I  was  on  tiie  point  of  obeying  the  summons,  when  I  stopped  on 
bearing  the  sound  of  a  trumpet.    The  erowd  opened  to  the 
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right  and  left,  and  our  assembly  was  augmented  by  tbe  arrival 
of  the  King  of  Ophir," 

*^  I  beg  ten  thousand  pardons  !  "  said  Scherazade  ;  *'  bul; 
pray,  is  that  the  gentleman  ?  " 

"  The  very  same,"  replied  Facardin ;  **  by  the  death  of  his 
father,  he  is  now  in  possession  of  the  crown  of  Ophir." 

"  Then  let  me  heg,"  she  continued,  <*  that  before  you  go 
any  further,  we  may  hear  what  happened  to  him  in  Denmark.** 

<*  Nothing  of  consequence/'  replied  the  King  of  Ophir  very 
politely.  **  On  my  arrival  at  court,  I  found  that  the  King, 
Queen,  and  Princess  had  all  disappeared ;  that  the  PrimQ 
lifinister  had  usurped  the  crown  ;  -and  what  was  worse  than  all^ 
that  the  Danish  ladies  have  the  largest  splay-feet  in  th^ 


universe." 


« 


Especially  those  whose  legs  are  bandy !  *'  said  Dinarzade  t 
but  the  Sultan,  clapping  his  hand  before  her  mouth,  prevented 
her  observation  from  being  heard.  The  King  of  Ophir 
proceeded. 

*'  Having  sought  in  vain  for  a  foot  that  would  fit  my  adorable 
slipper,  I  quitted  Denmark,  and  soon  after  encountered  the 
Prince  of  Trebizonde  !  After  having  had  the  misfortune  to  meet 
with  the  King  of  Astracan's  orchestra,  (whose  taste  in  music  I 
must,  however,  confess  to  be  truly  original,)  I  wandered  &om 
place  to  place,  occasionally  knocking  a  few  giants  on  the  head, 
and  now  and  then  killing  a  stray  dragon  or  two ;  but  nothing 
unusual  happened  to  me,  till  I  reached  the  presence  of  Mous- 
sellina.  Here,  as  I  performed  a  principal  part,  and  as  modesty 
forbids  my  relating  my  exploits  myself,  I  mtst  request  thQ 
Prince  of  China  to  resume  his  narrative." 

Facardin  of  the  Grotto  complied  in  the  following  terms :— « 
MousseUina  rose  from  her  throne,  and  advanced  to  welcome 
her  royal  visitor.    No  sooner  did  the  king  behold  her,  than  his 
heart  (that  heart  so  easily  inflamed  !)  became  the  captive  of  her 
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eyes.  His  passion  was  too  yiolent  to  be  concealed  for  a 
moment :  throwing  himself  at  her  feet,  and  seizing  her  ivory 
hand — *<  Angel!  Qoddess !  Houri !  "  he  exclaimed  ;  **  why  havo 
you  left  your  celestial  abode  to  blind  with  the  radiance  of  your 
beauty  ?  ** — But  I  need  not  repeat  the  amorous  rhapsody  with 
which  he  favoured  us,  for  his  words  were  soon  drowned  ia, 
an  universal  shout  of  astonishment.  Conceive  our  feelings, 
magnanimous  Schahriar !  No  sooner  did  the  kneeliDg  monarch 
commence  his  love-declaration  than  his  chin  began  to  lengthen^ 
and  before  he  had  reached  the  end  of  his  first  sentence,  its 
extent  was  truly  wonderful  and  tremendous.  At  the  same  time 
an  infinite  number  of  little  horns  sprouted  from  every  part  of  it^ 
variegated  with  all  the  colours  of  the  rainbow. 

Heedless  of  this  circumstance,  the  king  still  continued  to 
declare  his  passion^  and  still  his  chin  continued  to  increase  its 
dimensions  ;  till  stretching  itself  quite  across  the  tent,  it  fairly 
lodged  itself  within  the  wide-extended  jaws  of  Fortimbrass, 
who  unluckily  stood  opposite  to  him,  gazing  at  this  unaccount* 
able  phenomenon.  No  sooner  did  the  King  of  Denmark  find  hia 
mouth  so  unexpectedly  invaded,  than  he  hastily  retreated,  but 
in  vain.  The  further  that  he  retired  the  longer  the  chin  grew, 
nor  could  he  fly  half  so  fast  as  his  persecutor  followed.  By 
this  time  the  tip  of  this  preposterous  feature  had  acti^ally  found 
its  way  into  his  throat ;  the  horns  tickled  him  terribly  ;  and  as 
it  did  not  yet  seem  to  have  r9ached  its  full  growth,  he  began  to 
entertain  serious  apprehensions  of  being  spitted  upon  his  neigh- 
bour's chin  like  a  woodcock.  Greatly  alarmed,  he  tried  every 
imaginable  means  to  efiect  his  escape  ;  and  you  will  easily  con* 
eeive  that  the  postures  into  which  he  threw  himself  for  this 
purpose,  afforded  no  lesa  mirth  to  the  spectators  than  his  perse- 
cutor's  perseverance  in  pleading  his  passion  (apparently  quite 
unconscious,  or  quite  careless,  as  to  what  his  chin  was  about) 
excited  surprise.     But  greatly  was  that  surprise  increased^ 
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when  OTepeome  by  her  unele's  ridieulooB  distress,  by  the  strange 
and  grotesque  ccmtortions  of  his  monstrous  mouth,  and  (above 
all)  bj  the  singnlari^  of  her  admirer*s  making  love  with  his 
chin  in  another  man's  stomachy  Houssellina,  for  the  first  time 
in  her  life,  burst  into  a  yiolentfit  of  laughter,  and  threw  herself 
back  in  her  elbow-chair  to  indulge  her  merriment  at  her  ease  ! 

Fortimbrass  could  endure  his  situation  no  longer*  Findii^ 
himself  the  jest  of  the  whole  assembly,  and  alarmed  at  the 
length  of  this  embarrassing  adventure,  to  which  he  literally 
could  see  no  end,  he  suddenly  gnashed  his  teeth  together, 
snapped  off  a  great  piece  of  the  intruding  chin,  and  then, 
unclosing  his  mimstrouB  jaws,  he  spit  out  at  the  least  three 
yards  and  a  quarter.  Instantly,  the  remainder  of  the  stranger's 
chin  shrunk  to  its  natural  size  ;  no  blood  issued  from  ike  wound, 
nor  was  there  any  vestige  of  the  iHte.  On  the  contrary,  the 
Sjng  of  Ophir  seemed  to  awaken  as  from  a  dream.  He  gazed 
around  him  with  a  look  of  astonishment,  rose  hastily  from  his 
knees,  and  after  examining  MousseQina  with  an  indifferent 
air,  he  made  her  a  cold  bow  and  retired  from  the  cirde. 

As  if  willing  to  make  up  for  lost  tune,  the  Princess  laughed 
for  three  quarters  of  an  hour  without  ceasiug ;  then  suddenly 
recollecting  herself,  she  burst  into  tears, 'and  cried  for  three 
quarters  of  an  hour  more.  She  had  imbibed  a  sincere  affeo- 
tion  for  my  bro&^,  and  could  not  reflect  without  inexpressible 
sorrow  that  her  mirth  had  made  her  the  prc^erty  of  the  Eling 
of  Ophir.  Her  grief  was  shared  by  her  disappointed  admirers. 
Universal,  therefore,  was  the  satisfaction,  when  the  King  of 
Ophir  advanced  and  addressed  her  as  follows : — 

^'Weep  not,  fair  Prmcess,  nor  suspect  me  of  wishing  to 
force  your  affections  by  insisting  on  a  claim  whose  nature  I 
consider  as  degrading  both  to  yeu  and  to  myself.  Never  will 
I  gain  my  bride  by  the  talent  of  making  mysdif  ridiculous ;  and 
when  I  marry,  I  hope  to  owe  the  heart  of  my  unstress  to  the 
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strength  of  mf  aftachmenty  not  to  the  length  4]f  mj  chin ;  bat 
before  I  proceed,  let  me  thank  your  iliustrious  nncle  for  the 
service  which  he  has  rendered  me,  in  snapping  off  a  part  of 
that  preposterous  feature*  Doubtless,  the  enchanted  water, 
which  I  drank  upon  Mount  Atlas,  rendered  my  heart  suscep- 
tible of  love  at  the  sight  of  eyery  female,  and  also  increased 
the  dimensions  of  my  chin,  wheneyer  I  was  under  the  influence 
of  the  tender  passion.  No  wonder  that  my  addresses  met  with 
So  little  success  I  Though  I  was  not  aware  of  it  myself,  this 
personal  enormity  must  certainly  have  rendered  me  a  disgust- 
ing object  in  the  eyes  of  the  numerous  beauties  at  whose  feet 
I  haye  sighed.  I  now  feel  that  the  spell  is  broken  which 
kindled  these  fictitiotis  flames  in  my  bos<Hn.  I  feel,  too,  that 
even  your  charms,  fair  Princess,  transcendent  as  they  are, 
cannot  banish  the  remembrance  of  the  loyely  huntress  of  the 
grotto.  For  myself,  then,  I  have  only  to  request  that  yon  will 
try  on  this  slipper  ;  in  return  for  which  condescension,  I  here 
renounce  my  claim  to  your  hand,  declaring  that  he  only  whose 
Talour  can  succeed  in  killing  the  crocodile  is  worthy  the  posses* 
Bion  of  such  inestimable  beauty." 

A  shout  of  applause  followed  this  generous  speech ;  the  rivals 
eagerly  accepted  the  proposal ;  but  the  Prince  of  Fez  (who  must 
blush  to  hear  me  mention  that  Mousseilina's  superior  charms 
had  made  him  forget  h|s  engagements  to  Ihe  Princess  Nour) 
was  particularly  delighted  ;  and  his  head  being  still  full  of  the 
fictitious  character  which  he  was  dressed  to  play,  he  clapped 
his  false  wings,  and  crowed  tiirice  with  such  precise  imitation, 
that  an  eagle  mistook  him  for  a  real  cock,  and  pouncing  him 
in  her  talons,  bore  him  away  with  the  greatest  celerity. 

The  spectators  were  petrified  with  grief  and  surprise,,  all  but 
the  King  of  Ophir.  hatching  the  bow  and  quiver  with  which 
iFortimbrass-  was  furnished,  he  despatched  aa  arrow,  which 
pierced  the  robber  through  and  through,  and  she  instantly 
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released  her  prey.  Dowii  tumbled  the  Prince ;  all  ran  in  hopes 
of  catching  him  ;  but  before  he  either  rieached  us  or  the  ground, 
out  of  the  river  rushed  the  enormous  crocodile,  received  him  in 
his  jaws,  and  bolted  him  as  if  he  had  been  an  oyster.  The 
monster  was  now  for  retreating  ;  but  eager  to  assert  his  claim 
to  Moussellina,  one  of  her  admirers  was  already  prepared  to 
attack  him.  Alas !  he  soon  followed  the  unfortunate  Zemiut 
Other  combatants  still  succeeded,  and  were  all  lodged  succes-^ 
sively  in  the  same  dwelling-house,  which  appeared  to  be  won- 
derfully capacious.  My  brother  held  out  longer  than  the  rest ; 
nor  were  we  quite  without  hopes  of  his  ultimate  success,  till 
the  monster  suddenly  gave  him  so  terrible  a  gash  with  a  nail 
belonging  to  one  of  his  hinder  feet,  that  he  sank  on  the  earth 
bleeding  and  insensible.  Moussellina  screamed  and  fainted* 
Far  different  were  the  emotions  of  the  King  of  Ophir.  His 
face  was  instantly  flushed  with  joy ;  and  rushing  upon  the 
crocodile,  (who  was  busy  in  swallowing  my  brother,  and  being 
embarrassed  by  one  of  the  spurs,  which  stuck  in  his  throat, 
perceived  not  the  approach  of  this  fresh  antagonist,)  he  seized 
him  by  the  left  leg,  and  chopped  it  off  at  a  single  blow, 

A  shout  of  joy  applauded  the  action  ;  but  amazement  agiun 
chained  us  in  silence,  when  we  saw  the  monarch  lift  the  bleed-> 
ing  member  to  his  mouth  and  swallow  a  large  piece  of  it.  With 
screams  of  rage  the  monster  pursued  him  ;  but  being  obliged 
to  hop  along  upon  three  legs,  he  overtook  him  not  till  the  King 
had  fairly  devoured  every  bit  of  it  except  the  bone.  The  great 
toe  formed  the  last  mouthful ;  and  no  sooner  did  it  enter  the 
King  of  Ophir 's  lips  than  an  enormous  volume  of  fire  and  smoke 
issued  from  the  crocodile's,  who  instantly  fell  lifeless  upon  the 
ground. 

We  ran  eagerly  and  with  one  consent  to  inspect  the  monster. 
Conceive  our  surprise  at  discovering  him  to  be  composed  of 
nothing  but  pamted  pasteboard !     That  such  a  machiuQ  could 
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liaTe  swallowed  eren  so  mucli  as  Moussellina^s  sliift,  not  to 
jnention  men,  women,  and  children,  appeared  to  us  scarcely 
possible  ;  but  tbe  President  of  the  Royal  Astracanical  Society 
proved  to  us,  by  argimients  quite  incontrovertible,  that  it  was 
not  only  possible,  but  extremely  natural,  for  pasteboard  not 
merely  to  swallow,  but  even  to  masticate ;  and  ho  was  pro* 
eeeding  to  discuss  the  subject  of  digestion,  if  MousseUina's 
ladies  had  not  begged  him  in  all  love  not  to  meddle  with  that 
part  of  the  question. 

The  discussion  was  interrupted  by  certain  indistinct  sounds 
issuing  from  the  animal's  carcase.  Moussellina  screamed  out 
in  a  fright,  that  it  certainly  must  proceed  from  a  little  brood  of 
Bucking  pasteboard  crocodiles ;  but,  unterrified  by  this  idea, 
the  King  of  Ophlr  instantly  ripped  up  the  belly,  and  we  beheld 
within  it  a  table  elegantly  set  put,  brilliantly  illuminated^  and 
surrounded  by  a  numerous  company  of  both  sexes. 

I  need  not  inform  your  majesty  that  these  were  no  other 
than  the  knights  and  ladies  whom  the  monster  had  at  different 
times  imprisoned  in  his  capacious  maw*  You  will  also  suppose 
that  this  discovery  greatly  increased  our  satisfaction,  and  with 
every  moment  did  fresh  sources  of  joy  present  themselves. 
The  crocodile's  jaws  were  considerably  wider  than  those  of 
Fortimbrass,  and  no  sooner  did  the  Danish  monarch  make  this 
)remark  than  he  felt  his  mouth  contract  to  its  natural  size :  the 
whole  combat  having  been  effected  by  magical  illusion,  my 
brother's  wounds  existed  only  in  idea ;  and  now,  to  complete 
Houssellina's  felicity^  the  King  of  Oplur  addressed  her  as 
follows:— 

**  Again,  lovely  Princess,  am  I  become  the  arbiter  of  your 
destiny ;  but  I  shall  only  use  my  rights  to  lay  them  at  your 
feet.  Survey  this  illustrious  assembly;  select  from  it  the 
happy  object  of  your  choice  ;  nor  do  I  now  despair  of  obtaining 
the  object  of  mine*     Prince  Zemin's  aerial  expedition  makes 
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me  hope  that  I  have  found  tibe  flying  cock ;  the  monstrous  nail 
assures  me  that,  in  devouring  the  crocodile^s  leg,  I  finished 
^he  nauseous  meal  commenced  upon  Mount  Atlas  ;  and,  as 
I  have  now  performed  eveiy  condition  imposed  hj  the  fair 
huntress — " 

*'  Except  one !  **  ezohumed  a  shrill  voice  in  th^  ur  ;  and,  on 
looking  upwards,  we  bdbeld  the  Matron  of  Mount  Atlas  mounted 
.on  the  heauitfiil  cock,  who  in  a  few  seconds  reached  the  ground* 
*'  You  forget,  sir  knight,"  she  continued,  **  that  the  possession 
of  jour  mistress  is  attached  to  mine,  and  out  of  pure  compas- 
flion  I  am  now  come  hither  to  offer  you  my  hand  for  the  last 
time." 

A  shudder  of  disgust  was  the  King  of  Ophir's  answer,  and 
he  turned  away,  at  the  same  time  covering  his  face  with  his 
hands.  Every  <me  was  eager,  to  inform  him  that  the  matron 
and  his  fair  huntress  were  one  and  the  same  person ;  hut  the 
lady  herself  prevented  us. 

**  Why,  the  man  must  be  crazy !  "  she  resumed.  **  King  of 
-Ophir,  cast  upon  me  one  look  more,  and  then,  if  you  choose, 
reject  me  for  ever  !  " 

Scarcely  had  she  ceased  to  speak,  when,  in  place  of  the 
cock  and  the  matron,  we  b^eld  a  damsel  of  admirable  beauty, 
leaning  upon  the  arm  of  a  stranger,  whose  dress  sufficiently 
jmnounced  the  Emperor  of  China.  Every  one  expressed  their 
fiatbfacticm  at  the  disenchantment  of  these  IQustrious  persons  ; 
sny  father  embraced  my  brother  and  myself  most  affectionately, 
juid  Fortimbrass  rewarded  the  King  of  Ophir*s  services  by 
presenting  him  with  his  daughter's  hand  ;  while  MousseUinii 
declared  her  election  of  my  fortunate  brother.  The  hour  grow- 
ing late,  the  princess  requested  Fortimbrass  to  take  charge  of 
the  emperor's  accommodations,  and  insisted  on  sharing  hor 
own  apartment  with  Sapinella. 

The  assembly  now  broke  u^ :  we  all  retired  in  high  spirits* 
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Alas  !  of  liow  short  duratioa  was  our  felicity !  Suddenly  we 
were  alarmed  by  a  loud  ery  ;  it  issued  from  the  tent,  in  which 
we  had  that  moment  left  the  two  prineesses,  and,  on  turning 
round,  what  was  our  a^ny  at  perceiving  it  rising  into  the  ain 
Ey  the  light  of  the  moon  we  could  distinguiflh  the  affiighted 
ladies,  who  were  tearixig  their  flowing  locks  and  beating  their 
irory  bosoms:  the  tent  continued  to  ascend,  and  in  a  fe^ 
minutes  disappeared  entirely. 

Our  joy  was  now  converted  into  sorrow :  the  two  royal 
brothers  tore  out  their  hair  by  handfuls.  As  for  the  King  of 
Ophir,  he  drew  his  Sword,  and  protested,  that  he  would  not  live 
another  moment ;  and  we  wete  too  much  occi^ied  with  our 
own  feelings  to  prevent  him  from  executing  his  threats. 
Luckily,  a  powerful  arm  suddenly  wrested  the  weapon  from 
his  grasp :  it  was  the  arm  of  no  less  a  personage  than  the 
-admirable  Caramoussal. 

''Hold,  King  of  Ophir,"  said  he:  ''know  that  I  have 
wilfully  thrown  the  princesses  into  Feridoun's  hand,  and  I  trust 
that  this  transient  evil  will  soon  produce  a  lasting  good.  The 
Joss  of  his  enchanted  leg  has  greatly  diminished  the  power  of 
our  foe,  and  I  can  now  enter  the  lists  with  him  on  equal 
terms  ;  nay,  I  can  even  visit  the  crystal  island  unknown  to 
him,  and  in  consequence  can  at  length  execute  a  design  which 
I  have  long  meditated.  In  the  mean  while,  let  all  concerned 
hasten  to  the  court  of  India ;  there  will  I  meet  you  on  the  first 
of  April,  and  make  each  happy  in  the  possession  of  his  respec- 
^e  wishes.  Yet,  before  we  part,  let  me,  in  one  respect  at 
least,  restore  tranquillity  to  my  royal  brother  of  Denmark." 

Thus  saying,  he  drew  firom  beneath  his  robe  the  well-known 
green  velvet  bag :  on  opening  it,  legs,  arms,  hands,  and  hips 
rolled  out  in  promiscuous  confudon.  The  enchanter  arranged 
ihem  in  proper  order,  took  out  a  needle  and  thread,  stitched 
the  disjointed  limbs  together,  and  in  less  than  half  an  hour 
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Fortimbrass  cksped  once  more  in  his  arms  hu  lovely  consort* 
This  difficult  task  Caramonssal  performed  so  neatly  as  to  con- 
vince us  that  his  mother  had  quite  mistaken  the  bent  of  his 
genius,  and  by  making  him  a  very  indilTerent  musician  had 
deprived  the  world  of  an  admirable  tailor. 

Caramonssal  then  disappeared.  We  obeyed  his  orders,  and 
have  reached  your  court  on  the  appointed  first  of  April. 
Doubtless,  the  Enchanter  will  soon  arriye,  and  till  theA 
inexpressible  will  be  our  impatience  for  the  sblution  of  all  these 
mysteries. 

Facardtn  of  the  Grotto  was  silent.  Schahriar  returned  his 
thanks,  and  then  inquired  of  the  Prince  of  Fes-^"  How  he 
liked  his  abode  in  the  crocodile's  stomach,  and  whether  being 
eaten  was  not  a  very  comical  sensation  ?  " 

**  The  whole  of  that  affair,"  answered  Zemin,  *'  was  a  mere 
magical  delusion.  The  crocodile  was  nothing  more  than  an  in^ 
genious  machine,  whose  springs  Feridoun  Understood  well  how  to 
manage,  and  whose  interior  served  him  as  a  place  of  confinement 
for  his  prisoners.  In  making  those  prisoners,  his  object  was  to 
gain  possession  of  the  persons  of  the  four  illustrious  Facardins^ 
on  one  of  whom  (as  he  had  lately  discovered)  his  own  destiny 
in  a  great  measure  depended,  and  events  have  proved  that  one 
to  be  the  King  of  Ophir.  But  as  he  had  no  particular  enmity 
against  them,  he  always  was  obliging  enough  to  hurt  his 
captives  as  little  as  possible  in  swallowing  them,  and  suffered 
them  to  want  for  no  accommodation  which  the  crocodile's 
stomach  could  afford.  For  my  own  part,  I  Was  not  a  little 
surprised  when,  after  rolling  down  the  monster's  throat,  I 
found  myself  in  a  spacious  hall,  well-lighted,  and  occupied  by 
a  numerous  company*  Soon  afterwards  a  splendid  entertain- 
ment was  served  up  ;  two  ladies  (whose  names  I  learnt  to  be 
Cadiga  and  Harpiana,  ugly  as  ourang-outangs,  but  extremely 
well-bred)  did  the  honours  of  the  table ;  and  it  is  but  doing 
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th«  cook  justice  to  say,  that  I  never  ate  a  better  dinner.  The 
King  of  Ophir,  however,  made  us  rise  in  the  middle  of  the  first 
course^  and,  I  believe,  none  of  the  guests  were  sony  to  find 
themselves  once  more  in  open  day-light." 

By  this  time,  evening  was  at  hand :  night  shut  in :  still 
Caramoussal  gave  no  signs  of  his  approach  I  The  illustrious 
strangers  now  began  to  be  extremely  uneasy.  The  uneasiness 
was  greatly  increased,  when  Dinarzade,  recollecting  the  par- 
ticular montk  and  day,  clapped  her  hands  together  and  declared 
— '<  that  the  Enchanter  had  certainly  sent  them  aU  the  way  to 
Delhi,  for  the  express  purpose  of  making  April  fools  of  them ! " 
— ^This  assertion  gained  additional  credit  with  every  succeeding 
minute ;  gradually  all  became  impatient,  captious,  and  ill- 
tempered  ;  there  was  no  abusive  epithet  which  they  did  not 
liberally  bestow  on  the  author  of  this  ill-timed  joke,  and  they 
were  on  the  point  of  giving  up  the  business  in  despair,  when 
Fortimbrass  exclaimed,  that  his  brother  certainly  was  at  hand. 
In  fact,  a  large  ball  of  fire  was  discernible  in  the  air,  and  all 
hastened  into  the  palace-garden,  in  order  to  observe  it  more 
distinctly. 

It  descended  with  rapidity,  and  they  now  beheld  a  throne 
appareiltly  formed  entirely  of  clustered  diamonds,  and  supported 
upon  the  shoulders  of  an  innumerable  quantity  of  flying  tigers, 
each  of  whom  carried  a  carbuncle  in  his  mouth  by  way  of  a 
flambeau.  On  the  throne's  summit,  in  a  chair  composed  of 
gold  and  rubies,  sat  the  victorious  Caramoussal.  At  his  feet 
were  placed  four  damsels,  magnificently  attired,  and  veiled 
from  head  to  foot.  At  the  base  of  the  throne,  a  monstrous 
one-legged  giant  lay  extended,  his  hands  bound  with  a  strong 
cord,  and  his  face  distorted  by  fury  into  such  horrible  grimaces, 
that  no  sooner  were  Caramoussal  and  his  companions  on  terra 
firma,  than  the  ladies  one  and  all  requested  to  be  relieved  from 
so  disagreeable  a  sight.    In  this  request,  Schahriar  (who  at 
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ihe  £rst  gfamoe  i^eognised  ibe  Giant  of  tiie  Oeeao,  «nd  m  etm^ 
ioqaenoe  trenibM  m  every  iudb,)  joined  moBt  lieartSy.  TIm 
Enchanter  eom|i^d;  on  hk  Biiittenn|f  m  &w  wsda,  the 
diamond  wall  opened,  tbe  Giatft  aank  into  it,  aad  ibe  ibiott 
oang  again  into  the  air.  Boon  disafipeared  wiitlL  its  odiov  xninale. 

CaramovBsal,  hsdng  paid  his  first  ^ampliwfwifai  to  tlid 
ftssembl J,  begged  leave  to  introdnee  his  traaMtting  companiocuL 
One  of  the  dansds  had  not  waoted  for  that  eenraoay  i  en  her 
first  landing,  the  ^bxew  jnide  her  wl,  and  haataa^  to  emhsace 
the  Prinee  of  Pes* 

**  Is  it  you,  cfttarming  Nonr  ?  *'  Bxtdaimed  Zenm,  in  whwa 
the  sight  of  her  iaipTOTed  chscms  xekindled  Ms  eadiy  fllFeotion; 
*'  are  jou  tiifin  oBsne  onoe  more,  aind  can  yon  foigiipe  my  uofor- 
donaUe  inoonatoncj  ?  " 

'*  Reflect  on  the  'dangers  to  which  my  ennosity  iubs  ■eKposed 
yon,"  refdied  Nonr,  ^and  y^en  will  find  that  I  teoiiaTe  jsaay 
pardons  to  ask.  Then  let  all  be  foi^tten;  let  me  hutMd  4Jite 
jbst  place  in  yonr  iieaxt,  And  I  shall  be  contottt  to  .hdd  only  th0 
fonrih  in  beaniy*" 

Zemin  forbore  to  answer,  on  perceiving  CaramoussalapproMli 
with  another  of  the  damsels,  whose  veil  he  raised. 

'^  'Tis  Hottssellinft  1  "  esiolaimed  in  one  boeath  her  lover  and 
the  Eii^  of  Astracan,  and  ikej  hastened  to  twehft  hec. 

The  tiiird  Btranger  now  adrianeed,  and  was  tunr^d  in  the 
same  manner. 

**  'Tiis  Sapinetts !  "  ^med  botii  Fortuabcafis  JKsd  ike  £ang  «f 
Dphir,  and  claimed  her  alternately  to  lAieir  hoatna. 

Eyeiy  eye  was  aow  bent  on  OanunonsBal's  £imrtii  CBBaftfuasn. 
Who  conld  she  poesibiy  he  ?  The  Enchanter  led  her  farw^zd  ; 
he  h&ed  hier  veil,  and  Faeardin  of  ite  €b»ttM>  hcSiold  iMk 
iBptnse  the  4iiigtBal  of  his  beloved  miniatvmi 

'^Meneyvponme!  "  sereamed  «oiit  I>ine»ade :  '^Jbtmedifw 
but  it  'a  the  Priaoe  of  Trehizflndej " 
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^'KOy  loyely  Dinarzade/'  said  the  stranger,  idule  with  a 
smile  Ae  extended  her  hand ;  **  were  I  indeed  a  Prince,  a«  I 
onee  seemed  to  be,  Mid  as  you  once  thought  me,  mj  sentiiiientB 
icfwarde  you  would  be  very  different.  At  present,  I  e«n  only 
Bay,  that  what  you  so  generously  bestowed  in  lore  vpon  &e 
Fiinee  Faeardin,  shall  be  most  amply  returned  in  friendsh^  bj 
ike  Prmeess  Facardina !  " 

Dinsrzftde  blushed  not  a  little  at  this  speech,  but  the  com- 
pany were  too  much  oecuped  to  notice  her  ofrnfunon.  They 
joined  in  presmng  the  Enchanter  to  unravel  this  mysteriomi 
business,  and  he  gratified  tibem  without  loss  of  time. 


HISTORY  OP  THE  ENCHANTER,  CARAMOITSSAL. 

I  SHALL  begin  by  inforiDing  you  Ibat  besides  her  ^aree  s<»s, 
Mergian-BoAoa  was  l2ie  mother  of  a  daughter,  whom  aA  aa 
•ady  age  she  gave  in  maniage  to  Ae  Prince  of  Trebnonde^ 
and  having  done  this,  she  troubled  her  head  no  more  about  her. 
In  truth,  Zemim's  beauty  was  no  recommendation  in  the  eyes 
of  a  moiher,  who  had  not  withdrawn  beer  own  claims  to  admira- 
<ao& :  bat  I  need  not  describe  my  sister,  mnee  you  behold  in 
her  damghter  Facardma  her  limg  image.  It  was  indeed^ 
coatinned  he,  addressing  his  c^ourse  Ibo  Faioardb  of  &b 
Grotto ;  it  was  indeed  Zemira's  pietmre,  whidh  ydu  Frinoe» 
found  «Q  the  banks  of  the  lirer,  where  it  hail  just  bem  lost 
by  Faeardina's  secretary.  Thus,  thecefore,  is  the  oraele 
exfftaaaed,  whaeh  gave  you  so  much  alam ;  and  I  am  happy  ta 
annoBnoe,  that  althoa^  the  original  of  that  miaiatiine  nefor 
eaa  ii^  pours,  jmi  will  possess  in  Faeardiiia  her  mother's  euust 


«■• 


My  boaks  had  iafeimed  me  -^at  the  altimate  haf^i&ieBS  of 
my  luzdly  wotM  in  a  great  measmre  depend  upon  a  Fiiooa 
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bom  .upon  a  particular  day,  and  who  should  bear  the  singular 
name  of  Facardin.     The  day  arrived  :  the  Empress  of  Ghin^ 
produced  male  twins,  and  the  Queen  of  Astracan  a  son  and  « 
daughter.     Now  then  I  was  strangely  perplexed  to  find  out 
which  of  these  three  boys  was  the  Prince  in  question.     I  coni* 
suited  my  book  in  vain ;  and  at  length,  fearing  to  miss  the 
right  one,  I  desired  that  all  three  might  bear  the  appellation  of 
Facardin.     My  brother  made  no  difficulty  in  obliging  me  ;  but 
it  seems  the  Queen  of  Astracan  on  her  death-bed  had  made 
her  husband  solemnly  promise  that  her  son  should  be  called 
after  his  maternal  grandfather,  and  this  promise  neither  prayers ' 
nor  menaces  could  prevail  on  him  to  break.     As  it  was  on  this 
boy  that  I  founded  (and  that  very  justly)  my  strongest  expecta- 
tions, I  was  obliged  to  take  advantage  of  a  fire  in  the  palace  of 
Astracan  to  steal  him  away,  and  to  commit  him  to  the  care  of 
the  wise  King  of  Ophir,  by  whom  (under  the  name  of  Facardin) 
he  was  brought  up  as  his  own.     But  it  is  now  time  that  h^ 
should  resume  his  original  appellation.     Receive,  then,  from 
my  hands,  Ring  of  Astracan,  a  son  whose  exploits  have  already 
proved  him  worthy  of  such  a  father;   nor  need  you,  lovely 
SapineUa,  hesitate  any  longer  to  look  upon  him  as  your  hus-^ 
band.     The  stars,  indeed,  forbade  your  union  with  Facardin  of 
Ophir  ;  but  (though  planetary  laws  permitted  me  not  to  reveal 
the  secret)  know,  the  lover  who  now  kneels  at  your  feet  is  vx 
fact  Zalmoreddin,  Prince  of  Astracan. 

Two  years  elapsed,  when  I  received  intelligence  that  -my 
sister  had  lost  her  husband,  but  tras  hourly  exp^ted  to  produce 
an  heir  to  the  principality  of  Trebizonde.  I  hastened  to  con- 
sult the  stars  respecting  this  unborn  infant.  I  found  that  it 
would  be  the  most  beautiful  girl  in  the  univf ^  :  but  that, 
shoidd  she  ever  fall  into  Feridoun's  power,  the  total  destruction 
of  our  family  would  ensue.  Instantly  my  mother's  injunction 
respecting  the  three  most  beautiful  Princesses  flashed  upon  myi 
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mind  t  My  niece  eyidently  wotdd  be  one  of  them  ;  and  it 
struck  me  that,  while  I  kept  her  out.  of  his  hands,  he  could  not 
possibly  execute  his  evil  designs  in  their  whole  extent.  This 
reflection  made  me  advise  my  sister  to  breed  up  her  daughter 
as  a  boy ;  and,  the  more  to  mislead  Feridoun,  I  bestowed  on 
my  infant  niece  the  same  name  which  I  had  already  given  to 
her  cousins.  I  was  obeyed  in  every  particular ;  though,  during- 
her  visit  to  the  Crystal  Island,  Facardina  was  on  the  very  brink 
of  discovery.  Nothing,  indeed,  but  the  terror  of  the  sword 
which  she  carried  with  her  into  the  bath,  and  with  which  she 
solemnly  vowed  to  make  the  head  fly  from  the  shoulders  of  any 
one  who  should  dare  to  peep  at  her  before  she  had  slipped  on 
her  dres8ing*gown,  could  have  prevented  her  sex  from  being, 
ascertaiued  by  the  prying  eyes  lof  Orystallina's  attendants. 

As  it  happened,  every  thing  succeeded  to  my  wish  ;  Facar^ 
dina's  secret  was  unsuspected ;  Feridoun,  having  vainly 
endeavoured  to  discover  the  third  Princess,  persuaded  himself 
at  length  that  the  fault  was  in  his  magic  lantern,  and  that 
the  Princess  of  Serendip  was  in  fact  the  person  of  whom  he- 
had  been  so  long  in  search.  This  was  what  I  had  expected, 
and  wished.  No  sooner  was  he  thoroughly  possessed  with  this 
belief,  than  I  suflered  him  not  only  to  get  possession  of  Mous- 
sellina  and  Sapinella,  but  even  of  the  third  spinning-wheel. 
Feridoun  now  reckoned  himself  secure  of  victory.  He  imme- 
diately set  his  fair  captives  to  work ;  terror  obliged  them  to 
6bey ;  and  he  flattered  himself  that  he  should  soon  be  master 
of  the  wonderful  cord,  so  long  and  so  ardently  desired.  But 
he  was  not  aware  that  every  night,  as  soon  as  he  retired  to 
rest,  I  transported  Facardina  to  the  Crystal  Island,  where 
she  occupied  the  place  of  Nour  at  the  third  wheel.  An 
enchanted  water  rendered  sleep  unnecessary  for  the  Prin^ 
cesses  ;  the  cord  spun  during  the  Giant's  sleep  was  regularly 
put  into  my  hands  at  daybreak  ;  and  when  Feridoun  entered 
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the  room,  he  found  Kb  three  captiyes  busy  at  their  work,  and. 
eTefythiiig  in  perfect  order. 

Last  night  saw  their  mag^c  labours  completed.  The 
important  cord  was  of  a  length  sufficient  to  reach  &oin  the 
Bommit  of  Mount  Atlas  to  the  surface  of  the  sea ;  and  so  wdll 
was  I  pleased  at  receiving  the  last  yard,  tiiist  I  coold  noi 
restrain  a  shoot  of  joy.  It  alarmed  Feridoun,  who  hastened 
to  ]ei^  the  e.u«,.  id  gre»i  wa.  his  .^rpriae.  4ea  0.  e«ter»g 
the  diamber,  he  beheld  me  seated  there^  Snatdung  the 
trnfimshed  rope  from  the  hands  of  l^our,  he  suddenly  threw 
it  round  me,  and  attempted  to  bind  my  arms  ;  bat  I  burst  th& 
£imsy  Ixmd  with  the  utmost  ease,  and  then  throwing  lam  the 
real  talismamc  ccrd,  no  soon^  did  it  touch  Mm  than  he  sank 
on  the  ground  unable  to  resist.  I  then  transformed  the  Cxystal 
Island  into  a  moveable  throne,  bound  my  ranqmshed  enemy  at 
its  foot,  and  hastened  hither  with  my  beautiful  companions. 

I  must  just  mention,  that  when  Feridoun  seised  upon  1^ 
6m|Hre  of  China,  I  thought  it  prudent  to  conceal  my  two 
nephews  from  his  wraih,  the  one  in  the  grotto  of  a  Chinese 
mandarin,  the  other  at  the  court  of  the  Eang  of  Cappadocia. 
I  'beHeve  I  have  now  cleared  up  ereiything  that  was  at  all 
mysterious.  However,  should  any  part  of  these  adventures  stffl 
aj^ar  unintelligible,  the  cmnpany  must  ascribe  it  entirely  to 
thcwr  own  want  of  comprehensicm,  and  not  to  any  defeet  in  my 
narrative. 

The  joy  which  now  prevailed  through  the  assembly  cotdd 
only  be  equalled  by  that  of  my  ireaders  at  reaching  the  end  of 
this  long-winded  history.  The  four  marriages  were  celebrated 
next  morning  ;  and  Facardina's  secretary,  as  well  as  the  worthy 
old  Fi-fum-foam-fim,  luckily  arrived  just  in  time  for  the 
ceremony.     As  to  Binarzade,  she  married  Caramoussal. 

So  great  was  the  happiness  of  these  new-wedded  couplet, 
that  nothing  was  left  for  them  to  wish,  except  that  their  sitaa- 
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tion  miglit  never  alter.  To  prefeai  ibi%  tlw  eacliii&ter  raised 
ft  magniicenil  straotnre  oa  the  saooBBt  el  Meunt  Atlas,  where 
everything  was  to  be  found  that  could  delight  &e  senses,  or 
interest  the  heart.  An  ever-flowing  stream  of  that  precious 
water,  which  had  so  long  preserved  to  Mergian-Banou  the 
blessings  of  Beatrtj  and  youth,  meandered  throagh  the  garden ; 
And  a  talisman,  fixed  over  the  principal  gate,  forbade  the 
approach  of  Satiety.  Thither  Caramoussal  transported  the 
whole  company  (except  the  Sultan  and  his  family)  then  assem- 
lUed  in  Schahriar's  palace :  there  they  fixed  their  abode  never 
to  leave  it,  and  there,  I  doubt  not,  they  continue  to  reside  :  at 
least  I  never  heard  anything  to  the  contrary. 

Farewell,  gentle  reader,  and  good  night ;  may  you  sleep 
soundly,,  and  dream  pleasantly.  If  you  are  a  bachelor,  make 
Iftste  to  get  well  married  ;'  if  you  are  already  a  husband,  waste 
not  .jour  infers  tiine  and  your  own  at  night  in  listening  to 
childish  stories  like  Schahriar. 

QCoTidumn  of  Lewises  Sequel,) 


The  very  amnsing  and  skilful  imitation  of  the  ''Arabian 
Higfats  Entertainments"  commenced  by  the  Count  Hamilton, 
under  the  title  of  the  ''Four  Facardins,''  found  its  competent 
and  somewhat  free  translator  in  Mat  Lewis. 

The  Count  evidently  never  intended  to  complete  the  tale  ; 
Bui  Lewis,  who  was  quite  adequate  to  such  an  effort,  and 
regardless  of  Shakspeare's  assertion,  that  "when  two  men  ride 
tlie  same  horse  one  must  sit  behind,"  wrote  his  sequel,  which 
was  appended  to  the  translation,  and  which  commences  in  the 
present  volume  at  p.  109. 

A  M.  de  Levis  also  wrote  a  sequel  to  "  LeB  Quct^e  Facar- 
cJms"  as  well  as  to  **Zeneyde,''  (another  tale  which  Hamilton 
also  left  unfinished,)  and  both  are  now,  for  the  first  time,  sub-' 
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mitied  to  ihe  public  in  an  Engllish  dress.  The  original  text  is 
accompanied  by  a  preface*  from  which  we  extract  the  mai^ 
portions,  as  follows : — 

PREFACE  OF  MONS.  DE  LEVIS. 

When  yielding  to  the  reiterated  persuasions  of  the  new 
editor  of  Hamilton's  works,  I  lesohed  on  complctbg  the  '*  Four 
Facardins/'  I  had  an  agreeable  but  yet  confused  recollection, 
of  the  tale,  and  it  was  therefore  necessary  for  me,  before  I 
undertook  this  light  work,  to  read  again,  not  only  this,  but 
all  the  author  s  works,  in  order  that  I  might  seek  to  imitate 
his  style.  This  closer  study  of  them  has  given  rise  to  reflec* 
tions  which  I  feel  it  incumbent  to  publish,  because  it  appears 
to  me  that  hitherto  justice  has  not  been  done  to  him. 

(Here  follows  a  long  and  clever  defence  of  Hamilton's 
tumour,  whiqh  we  omit,  as  not  relevant  to  the  matt^  in  hand... 
M.  de  Levis  thus  continues  :) 

It  has  been  asserted  that  Hamilton's  tales  were  written  with 
the  intention  of  turning  the  ''  Thousand  and  One  Nights"  into 
ridicule,  they  having  been  just  published,  and  in  the  highest 
possible  favour  at  court ;  but  this  I  do  not  for  one  mpment 
believe.  The  Arabian  Nights  unquestionably  gave  rise  to  the^ 
"  Four  Facardins  "  and  **  Thomflower  ; "  but  that  their  author 
wished  to  undervalue  a  production  which  had  for  many  age& 
formed  the  delight  of  a  nation  more  witty  than  civilised,  and  the 
very  incorrect  version  of  which  holds  an  honourable  place  in  the 
libraries  of  every  European  nation,  is  by  no  means  probable. 

Hamilton  had  too  much  good  taste  not  tp  appreciate  the 
merit  of  a  work  in  which  we  find  all  the  luxuriance  of  the 
Eastern  imagination,  so  much  more  fervid  than  our  own,  with 
the  striking  simplicity  of  the  early  ages.  I  know  no  person 
who  has  not  read,  and  read  again  with  pleasure,  the  '*  Won*, 
derful  Lamp  "  and  the  "  Three  Hunchbacks  of  Bagdad." 
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This,  however,  would  not  prevent  Hamilton  from  ridiculing 
the  infatuation  of  the  ladies  of  the  court,  who,  with  their  ussftl 
exaggeration,  unquestionably  preferred  the  "  Thousand  and 
One  lights  "  to  all  books  past,  present,  and  to  come  ;  but  far 
from  vilipending  this  work,  he  has  sought  to  imitate  it ;  and  the 
close  study  of  his  tales  proves,  that  the  object  of  his  pleasantry 
tras  not  the  fictions  of  Asia,  but  our  own  western  inventions, 
our  monstrous  romances  of  chivalry,  and  the  great  romanced 
which  followed  them.  I  might  quote  a  hundred  places  where 
the  precise  expressions  of  "  Tiran  le  Blanc**  and  *'  Amadis  de 
GauLy*  are  given  with  a  seriousness  which  makes  the  irony 
more  piquant.  In  truth,  Hamilton  sought  to  effect  amongst  ud 
what  Cervantes  did  amongst  the  Spaniards,  with  this  difference 
—that  in  Don  Quixote,  the  shafts  of  ridicule  are  principally 
directed  against  the  chimerical  prowess  of  knights  and  giants  x 
and  our  author  has  rather  sought  to  produce  ridicule  from  th& 
stilted  sentiments  which  our  romance  writers  attributed  to 
their  illustrious  personages,  and  the  prodigious  power  they 
assigned  to  the  charms  of  their  ladies.  This  design,  however/ 
l^as  but  a  secondary  object  with  him,  his  real  object  bebg  to 
amuse  others  whilst  he  amused  himself ;  and  I  confess,  that  in 
finishing  his  two  tales,  such  has  been  my  aim  likewise. 

I  have  not  been  diverted  from  this  trifling  undertaking  by 
the  opinion  which  historic  dictionaries  have  delivered  as  to  the 
"Four  Facardins,"  although  it  is  too  singular  not  to  quote  in 
this  place.  ''This  tale,"  say  they,  "is  an  insipid  chain  of 
stories  crossing  each  other  without  any  one  attaining  an  end." 
How  is  it  possible  to  reproach  Hamilton  with  not  having  com-' 
pleted  these  tales  which  so  cross  each  other,  when  he  concludes 
his  fragment  in  these  words  : — "  But  I  think  it  best  to  delay  thd 
remainder  of  the  recital  which  the  Prince  de  Trebizonde 
^delivered,  until  the  second  part  of  these  memoirs." 

As  regards  the  charge  of  insipidity,  let  it  suffice  to  say,  thai* 
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La  Harpe,  and  all  peraoiui  of  taste,  agree  m  thiaVing  iliis 
huHnage  as  the  most  cemplete  tBej  knew. 

(H«re  fdlows  an  attack  ea  ike  JSwmmxm  Dietiofmairef  "whaida 
we  de&ry— -A8  Htfmikea  did  the  8»]pel  ef  kis  Talies, — wkikt  omr 
naders  msj  kdieve  that  our  omiesioii  will  not  create  **  hiatus 
wW  dt^Undut*'' — Leria  tkua  eondades :) 

Let  UB  letBRi  to  tke  *^  Facardina/*'  wkick  tale  ia  a  pleasant 
xidd]e  in  many  words  ;  and  I  kave  aasumed  that  which  first 
aecurred  to  mj  mind,  withont  presnming  that  it  was  precisely 
tkat  which  Hamilton  had  in  view,  and  regretting,  in  ecnnmon 
wxQi  the  raat  nmnher  of  amateurs  in  this  kmd  of  literature, 
Ihat  he  did  not  complete  what  ha  commenced  in  so  amusing  ar 
■Irjrle. 

After  having  concluded  this  tale,  encouraged  l^  the  opinions 
of  persona  on  whcae  judgment  I  place  confidence,.  I  occupied 
myself  widi  "  Zeneyde,,"  which  was  less  difficult,  and  of 
which  the  sequel -seemed  necessary  to  the  new  edition. 

When  Hamilt<»i  eompeeed  this  little  tale,  his  brilliani;  ima* 
giuation  was  not  extinguished,  but  it  had  become  obscure  l^ 
the  dull  and  tiresome  life  he  then  led  at  St.  Germains,  iddthear 
ht  had  foUowed  King  Jamea  II.  of  England. 
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The  Prince  of  Trelnzxmde  thus  continue  r-^ 
A  whole  fleet  <^  gondolas^  richly  painted  and  gilded,  had  oik 
keaid  musidana  who  played  a  concert  as  soft  and  dulcet  aa 
iAoA  oi  the  mxudeians  of  the  escort  was  wild  and  discordant* 
Then  foDowed  a  marine  car  of  peculiar  eouirtnteldon..  It  was  ft 
kufge  shell  of  mo&er-of-pearl,  drawn  by  &ur-and-iifren^swans» 
in  which  was  seen  a  rxjmfh  gracefully  repostng  on  a  cow^ 
strewn  with  sea-raoss..    Two  peacocks  perched  on  the  briiltant 
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akell  i^dtered  Iier  fr^m  the  tcorehing  sunbeaoiB  with,  their 
ezp«nded  «nd  faii-like  iaak,  which  they  so  adjusted  to  everj 
vndukitioii  of  the  fairy  barque,  that  the  delieate  complexion  of 
their  IotbIj  miBtress  was  never  for  an  matant  exposed  to  the 
meridkot  rays.  She  was  the  perfection  of  bean^,  and  it  waa 
difficult  to  say  whidi  was  the  more  worthy  of  admiratioii,  her 
slender  and  graceful  figure  or  her  charming  features.  All  was 
ao  delieioualy  in  unison,  that  envy  could  not  detect  a  flaw — tha 
only  thing  that  astonished,,  but  did  not  shock,  was  that  hear 
bcight  and  flowing  hair  was  of  a  sea-green  hue.  This  nympih 
£d  the  honours  of  the  aged  stream  to  Moussdina  the  SerionSy 
who  followed  her  on  a  floating  island,  eovered  with  all  the 
flowers  of  spring.  The  dolphins  which  drew  it,  and  the  tritona- 
who  sported  around,  threw  up  unceasing  jets  of  water  spatrhling 
like  abf&,  which  kept  the  air  delioiously  ceol,  Whilst  a  band  o£ 
syrens  simg  an  ode  in  her  honour.  I  was  eurious  te  see  thia 
person,  equally  oelebxated  for  her  beauty  and  her  seriousneso* 
Bcxth  these  appeared  te  me  to  exceed  every  idea  I  had  formed 
of  them,  and  I  fdt  assured  that  it  was  easier  to  subdue  the 
mgnsteTy  than  to  overeome  the  gravity  of  the  Princess.  As  I 
was  thus  reflecting,  there  was  a  sudden  sound  as  if  of  distant 
liiander,  and  presently  Ihe  waters  of  the  stream,  rising  in  & 
rapid  flood,  spread  their  silver  all  over  the  mmbwfr— then  & 
kind  of  humid  mountain,  swiftly  advancing,  suddenly  opened^ 
and  the  King  of  the  Croeodiles  appeared.  He  had  two 
sharp-edged  hacBB,  jrhich  moyed  like  the  blades  of  a  pair  of 
sciBS(His,  and  a  throat  so  prodigious,  that  a  moderate-sized 
gondola  could  witk  ease  have  entered  it  ;  and  as  to  his  teeth, 
—though  I  had  not  time  to  count  them, — I  earn  assure  your 
Highness  that  they  were  long  enough,  and  strong  enough,  ta 
have  ground  a  half  squadron  of  cavalry,  men  and  horses,  to 
impalpable  atoms.  At  the  sight  of  this  monster  everybody  raa 
sway  except  the  knights,  who  could  notdo  so  with  any  deceney. 
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The  monster  began  by  swallowing  a  boat-load  of  musicians, 
and  we  heard  him  distinctly  cracking  those  poor  fellows^ 
iheir  violins,  basses,  double-basses,  horns  and  other  instni- 
ments.  I  then  advanced  towards  the  batik  resolved  to  attack 
him,  although  the  disproportion  between  us  was  as  great  as 
that  between  the  largest  elephant  and  the  smallest  lap-dog. 

As  I  drew  near  to  him,  I  observed  on  his  muzzle  something 
moving — ^what  was  my  surprise  when  I  beheld  distinctly  a 
spinning-wheel  in  full  action  ;  but  at  this  instant,  my  attention- 
was  distracted  by  another  spectacle  no  less  wonderful.  A 
shaggy  giant  appeared  in  the  stream  in  a  piragua  impelled 
by  twelve  black  rowers,  who  actively  using  their  paddles 
quickly  reached  the  monster's  rear  ;  then  the  giant  springing 
on  the  creature's  back,  walking  as  steadily  as  if  on  terra 
firma,  advanced  towards  his  head  in  the  hope  of  seizing  on 
the  spinning-wheel,  but  unsuccessfully,  for  the  great  beast 
feeling  himself  tickled  suddenly  turned  over  on  his  side,  and 
ilirowing  the  giant  into  the  water  snapped  off  his  leg  just 
above  the  knee«  Crystallina,  who  had  recognised  her  evil 
genius,  and  was  frightened  to  death  lest  he  should  succeed, 
uttered  a  cry  of  joy  when  she  saw  him  tiAned  over,  and' 
another  twice  as  loud  when  she  saw  his  leg  with  the  fatal 
toe-nail  in  which  lay  all  ijB  force  go  down  the  insatiate  maw 
of  the  Crocodile  King. 

The  Crocodile  and  the  Genius  then  sinking  beneath  the 
flood,  the  fright  gradually  diminished,  and  every  body  again 
approached  the  banks  of  the  river.  The  lovdy  Mousselina, 
still  greatly  alarmed;  landed  from  her  floating  islet,  and 
returned  by  land  to  h«r  father's  palace  ;  the  Nymph  of  the 
Shell  sunk  into  her  humid  abode,  and  1  found  myself  once' 
more  alone  with  Crystallina,  the  great  Facardin,  the  Ejiight  of 
the  Cock,  and  him  of  the  Awl. 

Sir  Knight,  I  said  to  the  last,  when  we  were  interrupted 
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you  were  kindly  relating  to  me  the  history  of  the  Princess 
Mousselina,  and  your  designs  as  to  her  attractive  charms ; 
but  you  did  not  explain  to  me  how  it  was  that  you  all  three 
found  yourselves  in  such  very  strange  attire.  I  am  perfectly 
aware,  that  as  a  warrior  I  am  not  in  sooth  more  suitably 
attired  than  yourselves,  and  that  it  is  possible  I  present  a. 
somewhat  singular  aspect  in  my  dressing-gown,  nightr<$ap, 
slippers,  and  a  drawn  sword.  Tet  you  must  agree  that  it  is, 
still  more  extraordinary  to  see  a  nobl^  knight  with  all  the 
appendages  of  a  cobbler,  a  trade  which  I  must  beg  your 
pardon  for  saying,  has  nothing  very  elevated  about  it ;  and 
moreover,  the  fish-kettle  which  your  honourable  companion 
wears  on  his  head  as  a  helmet,  equally  astonishes  me. 

Signer  Facardin,  replied  the  Knight  of  the  Cock,  flapping 
his  winged  stumps,  an  illustrious  adventurer  like  you  ought  to 
be  accustomed  to  prodigies,  and  no  singularity  of  disguise  or 
appearance  should  surprise  you — ^when  this  Knight  so  far 
demeaned  himself  as  to  assume  the  shoeing-horn  and  awl^^ 
he  desired  to  give  a  proof  of  his  submission  to  .the  beauty  who 
reigns  here.  The  incomparable  Mousselina  has  heard  with 
.secret  annoyance  the  praises,  no  doubt  exaggerated,  so  inces- 
jsantly.  bestowed  on  the  foot  of  the  Princess  Sapinella  of 
Jutland  ;  she  has  begged  that  it  might  be  understood,  that 
jf  hers  was  not  as  celebrated,  it  was  not  the  fault  of  nature, 
but  of  the  shoemakers  of  Astracan,  clumsy  cobblers,  who 
disfigured  by  a  mishapen  envelope  the  charming  proportiona 
of  her  delicate  foot.  She  therefore  has  refused  all  the  shoes 
lately  presented  to  her,  and  as  the  winter  approaches,  the 
King,  the  most  tender  of  crowned  fathers,  is  in  a  state  of  most 
horrible  disquietude,  and  is  a  prey  to  a  thousand  apprehensions 
lest  his  darling  daughter  should  be  attacked  by  colds,  coughs» 
cramps,  rheumatism,  and  the  other  small  million  of  such 
ills.     It  is,,  to  acquire  his  good-will  that  the  Prince  of  the 
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Carpatluan  MovntainB,  whom  you  now  beSiold,  lias  not  JBs* 
dained  to  tal^e  Iobbobs  of  a  ehoemaker  of  the  eourt,  hoping 
toon  to  SBTpaai  his  mstnictor  in  delicaey  of  taste,  and  Ins 
mttmste  kaowled^  <^  drawing  ;  love  ennobles  eyerything,  and 
ML  his  retom  to  his  own  dominions,  it  is  his  decided  intention 
to  institnte  the  noble  order  of  the  ShoQing-hom,  which  will 
become  as  time-honoured  as  many  other  orders,  whose  ori^n 
is  by  no  means  more  iHostnous.    "As  for  me,**  said  the 
Facardin  of  the  &(h4Lettle,    **  I  have  t>een  for  lihe  last  two 
years  over  head  and  ears  in  lore  with  the  dmne  FzineesB  of 
Astracan,  whose  portrait  only  has  hitherto  met  my  ardent 
gmaa.    I  left  the  ooontry  of  Arabia  Petrea,  where  I  had 
concluded  several  very  brilliant  adventures,  to  undertake  this  ; 
I  embarked  at  Fforispdban,  &  port  on  the  Hed  Sea,  l)ut  lost 
all  my  companions  in  a  frightful  storm,  and  found  myself  by 
BOme  incomprehensible  means  in  the    submarine    abode  of 
iJMit  villanoas  Genius  whose  recent  discomfiture  you  have 
jfOoA  witnessed.     I  shall  not  trouble  you  with  the  particulars 
..cf  what  occmred  to  me  in  these  deep  grottoes.     This  lady 
(and  he  looked  to  OrystaUma)  has  probably  entered  into  fiome 
details,  and  if  G&e  has  not,  why  I  fear  that  to  describe  it  to 
Bsdnutitt  might  somewhat  embarrass  her.     Howerer,  not  to 
dwell  on  any  precise  partietdar,  having  seen  most  of  the 
imrionties  of  this  watery  abode,  I  contrived  to  escape  by  the 
«iid  of  Mademoiselle  Har^ana,  whose  complaisance  I  requited 
AS  I  had  done  that  of  her  nustress,  and  I  bade  adieu  for  ever 
to  the  crystal  rock.     On  disembarking  from  Iftie  gilded  bark 
I  traversed  Arabia  and  Per»a,  and  arrived,  after  experiencing 
«  thoosand  dangers,  at  the  Court  of  the  King  ef  Astracan, 
There  I  saw  that  splendid  Princess  whose  beauty  has  already 
eaosed  se  many  misfcntunes.  "Whm  I  had  somewha/t  recovered 
from  the  first  overwhelming  amazement,  which  the  tiniSkig 
glances  darting  from  her  3o?ely  eyes  cause  in  afl  wlio  are 
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daring  enough  to  gaase  on  ker  cfaarming  eonnienaiiee,  I  tiied 
•to  arm  mjself  against  tfaeir  ma^  infloence  by  the  reieetim 
that  a  perfKm  wbo  dooB  not  Bpeak  cannot  by  any  postUuMty  lie 
a  woman,  talking  bemg  a  elmractc^stxe  of  tlie  Bofisr  sex  m 
essential  as  any  otber.     But  the  FrinoesSy  'whose  penetration 
is  marreUoas,  peoeeiTing  my  doubts,  deteranned  to  aTenge  haSf 
self  by  <me  of  those  snrprking  looks  which  subjugate  all  hearts. 
From  that  instuit  resigned  to  my  fate,  I  only  wovi^tii  how  to 
please  ike^  heanty  who  is  dearer  to  me  than  my  Hf e,  and  b&w 
-to  loosen  ihe  tongue  -whidi  cannot  &il  to  say  tibe  most  deSi- 
-eious  things  in  the  worid  as  soon  as  it  is  set  in  motion,     i 
Teflected,  howerrer,  that  thk  silenee  might  arise  from  ssme 
.supematiiral  cause,  and  immediately  I  wient  in  quest  of  the 
Great  CaraiQoussal,  the  most  skilled  «nd  humasie  ^  enohantew^ 
and  asked  oi  him  a  recipe  for  at  least  making  the  Princess 
ialk,  if  I  should  be  unable  to  make  her  smile.     Buriug  the 
three  thousaaid  years  he  had  been  a  professor  of  neeiMaEkaDey 
he  had  never  b^ore  been  asked  to  make  a  woman  speai[,  so 
that  he  was  rather  m^trepared  on  this  pmnt,  and  it  was  neees- 
-sary  that  he  jdiould  look  through,  one  after  the  other,  nwce 
than  lliree  hundred  snoeesoiye  folio  Tolumes.    When'  he  had 
perused  lihese  dUigendy,  he  gam  me  a  small  golden  box,  no 
bigg^  tiian  a  thimlde,  whidnasntaaned  an  amber  ease  fsatened 
with  a  diamond  padlock,  widain  which  were  some  imperoeptilie 
^ains  filed  from  Solomon's  SeaJ.    I  am  to  use  this  as  sea- 
;0onmg  for  a  paBty  made  of  parrots'  tmigues,  «f  whatk  &e 
Princess  is  to  cat  a  moutMol  fssting,  evsrj  waonamg  for  a  w»dk 
-^and  then  she  will  i^eak. 

^  The  moment  I  was  in  possession  of  tins  tmaaore  aoifl  Ihe 
presoripiion,  I  «et  out  £ar  the  Land  of  Parrots,  where  I  made  a 
ierrific  (daughter^  panservsng  only  Mie  tooigaes^f  the  islain  fomy 
pasty.  Z  iookf  vicssemerp  ahent  ihirty  dosen  of  ihe  ^nest,  and 
ir^t  lodhwith  to  Astitteaai^inteiidkigto  inlzeat  Ihe  Prinoess  to 
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submit  to  the  regimen  prescribed  by  the  Enchanter.  Bat  by  a 
caprice,  which  unfortunately  is  but  too  common  amongst  beau- 
tiful women,  she  actually  refused  to  undergo  this  simple  experi- 
ment, making  it  understood  by  signs  that  it  was  not  consistent 
with  etiquette  that  the  daughter  of  the  King  of  Astracan 
should  eat  a  pie  which  had  not  been  made  according  to  all  the 
Tules  of  culinary  art,  whilst  her  father  kept  fifty  head  cooks 
and  seven  hundred  sub-pastry-makers  in  his  royal  establish- 
ment. This  was  but  a  mode  of  repulsing  my  pretensions,  and 
of  preventing  me  from  entertaining  hopes  at  which  her  pride 
Tevolted.  The  King,  her  father,  who  was  well  aware  of  Gara^ 
moussal's  talent,  and  whose  desire  to  see  a  termination  to  his 
daughter's  long  silence  was  immeasurably  intense,  urged  her, 
but  in  vain — she  was  inflexible. 

"  At  last,  by  way  of  removing  every  shadow  of  an  excuse, 
I  enrolled  myself  among  the  body  of  cooks,  and  in  a  solemn 
Audience  graciously  vouchsafed  to  me  by  the  King,  I  laid^down 
my  sword  to  take  up  this  spit,  exchanged  my  helmet  for  this 
tin  kettle,  swearing  that  I  never  wotdd  again  resume  my  arms 
until  the  Princess,  touched  at  my  devotion,  should  yield  to  my 
wishes.  This  step  has  been  differently  viewed  by  different 
eyes  at  court ;  every  one  of  the  sensitive  and  easily  excited 
ladies  there,  was  literally  melted  at  my  proceeding ;  and  that 
very  evening  I  might  have  reaped  a  rich  reward  of  tender 
sympathy,  but  the  majority  of  the  courtiers  evinced  that  they 
considered  my  conduct  as  the  height  of  folly.  Some  more 
malignant  stiQ,  affected  to  deduce  therefrom  the  evidence  of  a 
low  and  grovelling  mind.  They  even  ventured  to  show  this 
by  their  sarcasms,  and  I  was  compelled  to  spit  some  five  or*  six 
of 'these  malevolent  wags  to  teach  the  remainder  a  lesson. 
Since  then  I  have  been  perfectly  quiet,  occupying  my  time  in 
spinning  with  my  brother  adventurers,  and  I  now  invite  you. 
Prince  of  Trebizonde,  to  share  our  labours  and  our  pleasures.". 
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I  thanked  the  tall  Faoardin  for  his  politeness,  and  was 
H^bout  to  ask  him  the  meaning  of  all  the  spindles  and  spinning 
I  saw  around  me,  and  which  so  ^greatly  puzzled  me,  when  we 
trere  interrupted  by  a  loud  fanfare  of  trumpets  and  other  warlike 
instruments.  It  proceeded  from  a  troop  of  cavaliers,  each 
hearing  a  falcon  of  the  North  on  his  wrist,  and  leading,  in 
leashes,  greyhounds  fastened  to  each  other  with  silver  chains* 
In  the  midst  of  them  I  beheld  a  closed  chariot,  drawn  by 
four  rein-deer,  harnessed  abreast :  two  dwarfs  as  black  as 
ebony,  perfectly  naked,  with  swords,  who  guarded  the  door  of 
the  vehicle ;  and  I  soon  found  that  such  precautions  were  not 
used  unreasonably,  for  they  guarded  the  loveliest  princess  that 
graced  the  earth. 

^'Eeally,"  at  this  moment  exclaimed  the  Princess  Dinar* 
JBade,  interrupting  the  Prince  of  Trebizonde  ''we  have  had 
enough  of  princesses  and  nymphs,  and  in  what  a  piteous  plight 
you  have  left  them  all !  Mousselinathe  Serious  has  no  tongue, 
no  slippers,  no  shift !  the  nymph  of  the  steel  bow  is  buried  in 
her  grotto !  and  Sapinella  in  the  snows  of  Scandinavia  !  As 
to  Facardin  of  Mount  Atlas,  and  even  the  Sorrowful  Ape,  who 
had  begun  to  interest  me,  God  only  knows  when  we  shall  hear 
any  news  of  them!  And  yet,  now,  here  we  have  fresh 
comers !  '*  ■ 

<  *'  Young  lady,  do  not  be  impatient,*'  exclaimed  the  Sultan 
of  the  Indies,  endeavouring  to  repress  a  yawn  ;  ''is  it  Trebi- 
zonde's  fault  if  you  have  so  good  a  memory,  and  require  from 
him  a  chain  of*  ideas  and  facts  with  which  so  many  authors 
dispense  ?  Prince,  continue  your  recital,  which  really  pleases  me 
Considerably, — ^the  only  thing  that  shocks  me  is  your  denuded 
h^groes,  and  I  must  entreat  of  you  to  bestow  on  them  some 
species  of  garment,  however  small.  I  admire  decency,  alike 
from  my  natural  inclination  and  my  position  in  the  world. 
When  a  man  has  fifteen  hundred  concubines,  «  seraglio  would 
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l^ecome  a  most  Bhoeking,  disreputable  place,  If  we  were  not 
"very  strict  in  OTeiy  ibiag  ooanected  with  zaorals,  and  that  sort 
of  thing*'*  « 

«  Let  not  the  diaste  imagination  of  jour  moat  decorous 
highness  take  the  slightest  alarm,"  responded  the  Pnnee  rf 
IVebisondo,  respectfully ;  "  the  two  small  negroes  to  whom  I 
have  alluded  wore  certainly  naked,  but  they  were  derived  of 
all  life  and  motion ;  and  we  are  all  aware  that  nudity  has  heea 
one  of  the  privileges  accorded  to  statues  from  time  immemorial^ 
With  req^t  to  the  rq[>roach  cast  upon  me  by  the  fair  Dinars 
sade,  it  is  the  more  misplaced,  as  the  princess  shut  up  in  tha 
chariot  was  no  other  than  the  Infanta  of  Denmark,  the  cekh 
brated  Sapinella  of  Jutland.  But  in  what  a  state  did  she 
present  herself  before  us !  Her  lorely  eyes  were  closed ;  the 
roses  had  fled  from  her  fair  cheek;  the  lilies  alone  remained; 
and  it  required  a  keen  and  attentive  look  to  discover  the 
scarcely-perceptible  motion  of  her  beautiful  bosom — ^the  only 
symptom  of  life  she  gave.  At  her  feet,  extended  on  a  lion's 
skin,  was  a  young  knight,  who  seemed  also  in  a  trance.  The 
chariot  having  stopped,  I  went  up  to  it,  and  almost  wept  when 
I  discovered,  in  this  pitiable  condition,  the  amiable  Facardin  of 
Mount  Atlas,  from  whoni  I  had  been  so  unluckily  separated  bj 
the  infernal  music  of  the  royal  cortege  of  Astracan.  '  Dearest 
Prince,'  I  sobbed  out,  *what  can  have  reduced  you  to  tiiis 
deplorable  condition  ? — no  doubt,  some  smpematural  power  ; 
for  I  know  well  your  valour ;  and  although  I  never  heard  any 
one  but  yourself  speak  of  your  exploits,  yet  there  is  in  your 
redtal  such  an  air  of  candour  and  truth,  that  I  believe  all  yon 
have  said  as  if  I  had  seen  it  dc»ie.  What  can  I  do  to  aid  you  I  * 
He  made  no  reply — he  was  senseless  I  '  Awake,  dear  Prince  I  * 
'  JIas,  Sir  Knight,^  said  his  Esquire,  who  followed  the  chariot^ 
bedewii^  the  earth  with  two  torreols  oi  tears,  *  all  your  effiorta 
are  superfluous :  the  spell  which  binds  the  unhappy  Facardm 
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in  thb  death-likei  slumber  is  tlie  art  of  that  cruel  old  woman  o£ 
KouBt  Atlaa,  who  has  neTor  fbrgiTen  bis  refusal,  and  what  ib. 
more  fiightful  still,  is*  that  be  ia  thus  recompensed  for  tha 
qerriee  he  has  rendered  to  iihe  father  of  the  Princess  before 
you,  the  great  Fortimbras.'  " 

'  This  singular  statement  excited  the  utmost  curiosity  amongst 
all  the  speetat(»fs,  who  foraged  a  circle  round  the  disconsolate 
Ssquire,  who  thus  continued  :*- 

'<  After  haying  rainly  sought  to  rejoin  the  Prince  of  Trebi- 
zonde,  mj  master  pursued  his  journej  as  soon  as  our  camels 
bad  recovered  from  th^r  intense  fright ;  but  OYerywhere  he 
found  ladies  wholly  insensible  to  his  attractions  of  mind  and 
person,  and  in  no  one  instance  did  he  meet  with  a  foot  the 
least  in  tihe  world  in  proportion  to  the  maryellous  slipper  he 
carried  in  his  helmet.  He  went  on  his  way,  dispirited,  through 
a  large  forest  of  palms  which  grew  up  £rom  a  rocky  soil,  when 
suddenly  he  heard  a  voice  exclaim — '  Faeardin,  whither  art 
tiiou  wending  ? '  *  Alas !  '  was  his  reply»  '  I  have  abandoned 
myself  to  my  evil  fortune.'  ♦  Despair,*  responded  the  voice» 
*  is  unworthy  a  lof^r  of  glory :  thou  art  brave,  I  know,  but  the 
courage  of  the  heart  is  as  far  beyond  the  courage  of  the  sword 
as  Mount  Atlas  is  above  the  waves  which  spend  their  f<»^e  at  its 
base — ^return  to  Bemaark ;  hope  is  the  leading-staff  of  the 
wise.'  *' 

'Etete  the  voice  ceased,  and  the  knight  was  about  to  comply 
with  the  advice,  when  I  ventinred  to  suggest,  that  common-place 
phrases  were  by  no  means  sage  counsel ;  and  that  we  had 
before  us  no  means  of  success  in  the  dangerous  adventure  with 
the  Princess  of  Jutland,  whilst  he  had  every  idea  that  he  should  bo 
hanged,  and  I  also  with  him  for  company's  sake,  which  was  very 
ignoble  for  a  knight  of  his  quality,  and  far  from  agreeable  for  a 
poor  squire  like  myself— for  it  is  right  you  should  know,  Princ^f 
of  Trebixonde,  that  on  arriving  at  the  Court  of  Fortimbras  mj 

q2 
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master  had  declared  his  intention  to  shoe  th^  Princess,  in  conse* 
quence  of  which  he  was  admitted  to  an  essay  which  had  proved 
fatal  to  so  many  thousands  of  persons*  The  ceremony  was 
remarkahly  imposing :  there  was  a  high  pUtform  raised  on  which 
the  Princess  was  seated  ;  on  her  right  was  the  Lord  High  Chan- 
cellor of  the  kingdom,  hearing  cm  a  cushion  covered  with  cloth  of 
gold  the  crown,  destined  to  recompense  the  success  of  the  enter- 
prise, whilst  on  the  other  side  was  a  spectacle  hy  no  means  so 
tempting — it  was  the  hangman  and  his  myrmidons,  at  the  foot  of 
a  gallows  fifty  feet  in  height.  My  master  approached  the  platform, 
and  saluted  the  Princess  with  a  grace,  which  if  he  had  not  been 
bewitched,  would  have  gained  for  him  the  heart  of  every  lady 
in  the  palace— it  seemed  as  if  the  richness  of  his  armour,  the 
elegance  of  his  figure,  and  his  distinguished  manners,  had  made 
some  slight  impression  on  the  heart  of  the  Infanta,  who  took 
a  sly  glance  at  him  which  bespoke  deep  interest,  whilst  she 
awaited  with  evident  uneasiness  the  result.  My  master  turning 
towards  me,  took  from  my  hands  the  brilliant  helmet  in  which 
was  inclosed  the  precious  slipper— when,  oh  horror !  agony  I 
rage !  there  was  in  its  stead  only  a  wretched,  worn-out,  tattered 
shoe.  I  could  not  attempt  to  depict  my  consternation,  the  Che- 
valier's fury,  the  Princess's  astonishment,  and  all  those  mingled 
feelings  which  in  a  moment  pervaded  the  multitude  assembled* 
My  master  would  have  killed  me,  and  I  was  so  amazed  at  this 
imexpected  event  that  I  should  not  have  ofiered  any  resistance  ; 
but  the  hangman  claimed  me  as  his  due,  and  even  raised 
his  pretensions  to  the  illustrious  Facardin,  upon  whom  he 
ordered  his  vile  assistants  to  lay  hands ;  but  he,  transported 
with  indignation,  sliced  off  the  head  of  the  chief  hangman 
with  one  stroke  of  his  sabre;  then  seizing  one  of  the  most 
officioiis  of  his  assistants  by  the  leg,  he  swung  him  about  in  such 
a  way  that  he  kept  the  mob  at  a  respectful  distance,  and  we 
then  taade  our  way  through  it ;  and  having  found  our  horses  at 
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the  entrance  of  the  square,  we  left  the  capital  of  Denmark  at 
full  gallop. 

When  we  had  attained  some  fifty  stadia  my  master  ohserving 
that  we  were  not  pursued,  pulled  up,  and  turning  round  to  me 
exclaimed,  *'  Scoundrel,  dare  youfollow  me  after  the  injury  which 
your  base  heart  has  allowed  you  to  commit  against  me  ?  If  your 
«ordid  soul  could  allow  you  to  sell  the  gems  which  adorned  that 
precious  slipper,  why  did  you  not  also  filch  the  casque  which 
contained  it  ?  You  would  thus  have  spared  me  the  confusion 
which  oyerwhelmed  me  at  the  sight  of  the  mighty  Princess  and 
the  assembled  multitude." 

**  My  gracious  lord,*'  I  replied,  embracmg  his  knees,  **  will 
your  highness  deign  to  cast  an  eye  of  compassion  on  a  faithful 
servant  who  has  nothing  to  reproach  himself  withal  ?  Yes,  may 
our  divine  prophet  deprive  me  for  ever  of  the  sight  of  the 
celestial  houris,  if  the  idea  ever  crossed  my  mind  of  making 
any  use  of  the  slipper  confided  to  my  care.  I  confess  it  is  im? 
possible  for  me  to  conceive  how  this  most  afflicting  change 
occurred,  and  how  any  robber  was  found  sufficiently  adroit  to 
appropriate  this  treasure,  sinpe  the  helmet  has  never  left  my 
hands;  but — " 

*♦  I  will  not  listen,"  said  the  enraged  knight,  **  to  the  lies 
you  are  inventing  in  the  fear  of  my  just  resentment ;  but  I 
will  not  pollute  myself  by  shedding  your  ignominious  blood 
— restore  me  my  helmet,  and  remove  your  odious  person  from 
my  sight ;  "  and  as  he  said  these  words  my  master  snatched  the 
casque  from  my  hands  ;  but  as  I  held  it  somewhat  tight  the 
crest  opened,  and  there  was  the  slipper  of  the  nymph  of  the 
bow  untouched,  unsoiled — the  old  shoe  had  disappeared.  WjB 
then  saw  plainly  that  some  supernatural  power  had  mingled  in 
the  affair,  and  my  master  restored  me  to  his  friendship  and  con- 
fidence, whilst  I  felt  no  resentment  at  his  anger,  for  appearances 
had  been  much  against  me — so  much  so,  that  had  he  killed 
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me  in  real  eamest,  I  really  think  I  Bhould  have  forgiyen  him 
heartily. 

When  such  erente  happened  to  ns  at  the  Conxt  of  Denmark, 
jou  may  jadge,  Sir,  if  I  had  not  good  reasons  for  se^ng  t^ 
dissuade  my  master  from  again  Tisiting  the  coasts  of  Denmai^, 
where  all  the  wit  and  n^ur  in  the  wotM  coidd  not  have  pre- 
vented us  from  receiving  some  new  affront.  **  Let  ns  rathet 
go,"  I  said,  "  to  Cathay  or  Bactriana,  where  yon  may  o^r 
yotnr  arm  to  one  of  the  two  kings  of  those  rast  cotmtries,  who 
wage  such  fierce  wars  for  such  very  trifling  grounds  of  ol^nce. 
They  will  give  you  a  warm  reception  :  in  no  time  you  will  there 
acquire  one  or  two  provinces — and  that  kind  of  amusement 
makes  time  pass  away  ;  and  if  you  will  believe  me,  you  will  in 
this  manner  put  a  most  agreeable  termination  to  your  useless 
and  fatiguing  wanderings.  Besides,  all  the  women's  eyes 
are  so  bewitched,  that  they  can't  bear  the  sight  of  you, 
and  might  perchance  prefer  such  a  clod  as  I  am.  Moreover, 
you  can  never  hope  to  find  a  cock  that  can  fly  like  an  eagle, 
nor  a  foot  that  can  indue  your  slipper,  unless  it  be  perhaps 
that  of  the  Princess  Sapinella.  And  recollect  how  a  mali- 
cious enchanter  prevented  you  from  even  making  a  trial. 
Resign,  theto,  with  a  good  grace  your  nymph  with  the  bow, 
and  fix  yourself,  after  the  victories  you  will  gain,  in  some  fine 
castle,  where  we  may  partake  of  tbe  pleasures  of  the  chase^ 
fishing,  and  other  recreations." 

Such  sage  advice  appeared  to  be  working  its  effect  on  my 
master,  when  the  same  accursed  voice  again  cried  out — 

'*  Facardin !  Facardin  1  despise  the  pusillanimous  advice  so 
tmworthy  of  a  hero.  If  success  did  not  crown  your  noble 
efforts,  your  virtue  will  find  its  best  recompense  in  your  own 
heart*'* 

**A11  very  fine.  Mistress  Voice,**  says  I,  in  a  desperate 
a^age ;  *'  but  your  fine  maxims  yriU  not  guarantee  my  master 
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or  myself  &om  being  hanged  if  we  return  amongBt  the  Danes. 
We  escaped  from  them  very  weH,  it  is  true,  thanks  to  their 
surprise  and  our  own  courage  ;  but  if  we  return  to  brave  them, 
the  J  will  overwh^m  «s  by  their  numbers,  and  we  must  then 
perish." 

The  Knight  was  deaf  to  my  prayers,  obeying  blindly  the 
advice  uttered  by  the  mysterious  voice,  and  again  went  on  his 
way  to  Denmark.  I  followed  him  with  a  sorrowful  counte- 
nance, auguring  no  good  from  this  seoimd  journey. 

During  the  first  three  hundred  leagues  notliing  remarkable 
occurred ;  but,  as  we  approached  the  Oimbriau  Ohersonesus, 
we  discovered  in  the  comer  of  a  wood  a  lady  ridily  dressed, 
and  covered  with  a  thick  veU  which  reached  to  the  ground. 
She  was  alone,  and  seemed  plunged  in  the  deepest  grief.  As 
soon  as  she  perceived  us  she  closed  her  veil,  which  had  been 
half  opened,  and  entreated  u6  to  succour  her. 

"The  laws  of  chivalry  place  you  beneath  my  protection," 
replied  my  master,  with  his  wonted  gallantry,  "and  of  all  my 
duties,  it  is  this  which  costs  me  the  least  to  fulfil." 

"  Vouchsafe,  my  lord,  then,  to  give  me  your  arm,  and 
conduct  me  to  my  castle,  which  is  close  at  hand.  Discourteous 
knights,  abusing  my  excessive  confidence,  would  have  behaved 
with  outrageous  dishonour,  if  you  had  not  arrived  most  oppor- 
tunely, and  saved  my  virtue  and  my  life ;  for  I  could  never  have 
survived  such  an  event." 

Then  she  rose  and  conducted  us  towards. her  dwelling.  My 
master  would  have  taken  leave  on  the  drawbridge  ;  but  she 
pressed  us  so  earnestly  to  enter,  that  th^e  was  really  no 
refusal.  The  grand  apartment  of  the  castle  was  decked  with 
superb  tapestries  of  exquisite  manufacture,  representing  persons 
whimsically  clad,  but  so  perfectly  executed,  that  they  resembled 
life  ;  and  what  was  more  wonderful  still,  was,  that  at  the  sound 
of  an  organ  placed  at  the  extremity  of  the  apartment  they 
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began  to  move,  and  went  tbrongh  complete  scenes  of  acting. 
There  were  also  other  curiosities  in  the  castle;  but  the 
mistress  was  the  greatest  curiosity  of  all.  After  supper, 
daring  which  she  kept  her  veil  constantly  closed,  she  led  the 
knight  into  a  small  boudoir,  and  said  to  him  (as  he  afterwards 
informed  me) — 

^*  Signer,  all  the  dangers  you  have  hitherto  undergone  are 
as  nothing  in  comparison  with  that  which  at  this  moment  besets 
you.  I  must  tell  you  that  you  are  in  the  ancient  habitation  of 
the  Gloutonskys,  who  are  descended  by  the  female  side  from  the 
now  almost  extinct  race  of  Ogres.  I  am  the  last  ofifspring  of  that 
illustrious  and  so  much  calumniated  family,  whose  only  reproach 
was  a  love  for  human  flesh,  which  in  itself  has  nothing  repre« 
hensible  when  cruelty  does  not  characterise  it.  Behold,  Signer, 
the  proofs  of  my  noble  origin." 

At  these  words  she  raised  her  yeil,  and  the  chevalier  saw, 
with  mingled  horror  and  astonishment,  a  face  which  was  hand« 
some,  though  somewhat  masculine,  with  such  an  immense 
mouth,  that  it  would  probably  hare  entirely  circled  the  head  if 
the  ears  had  not  fortunately  been  there  to  prevent  it,  and  it 
touched  these  so  nearly  that  there  was  not  room  even  for  the 
smallest  fraction  of  a  whisker.  Nature,  who  does  nothing  by 
halves,  had  liberally  furnished  this  enormous  cavity.  Forty 
teeth  appeared  in  front,  whilst  thirty-five  were  behind,  and  the 
whole  was  terminated  by  two  tusks  like  those  which  formed  the 
defences  of  the  Erymanthian  boar,  and  which  projected  several 
inches. 

"  Madam,"  said  the  knight  to  her,  "  I  will  dispense  with  the 
production  of  your  pedigree,  I  take  for  granted  all  you  say, 
from  your  very  appearance.  But  deign,  I  beseech  you,  to 
inform  me  what  are  the  perils  I  have  here  to  dread,  I  have 
already  had  the  honour  of  encountering  lions,  bears,  a  hairy 
giant,  and  sundry  other  ferocious  beasts.     If,  however,  I  must 
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fight  again  this  eyening,  I  am  at  your  orders,  although  it  is 
pretty  nearly  hed-time," 

*'  I  expected  no  less  from  your  indomitahle  courage, "replied 
the  mulatto  Ogress,  **  You  will  hare  none  but  men  to  contend 
with  ;  but  they  are  many  and  daring.  They  consist  of  eight 
noblemen  of  the  vicinity,  who  for  some  months  have  aspired  to 
my  hand,  as  much,"  she  continued  with  a  coquettish  air,  '*  for 
the  charms  of  my  person  as  the  vast  property  belonging  to  me. 
In  my  opinion,  an  affair  so  serious  as  marriage  should  not  be 
lightly  dealt  withal ;  and  I  have  thought  it  very  incumbent,  as 
well  as  prudent  of  me,  to  know  them  all  in  erery  particular, 
before  I  made  up  my  mind.  I  have  therefore,  with  this  intent, 
accorded  to  them  in  turn  private  interviews,  which  have  been 
carried  on  for  some  time  without  discovery,  until  by  some 
fatality  altogether  inexplicable,  the  mystery  has  been  revealed. 
They  then  all  met,  and  their  love  changing. to  rage,  they  have 
declared  to  me  that  either  I  must  surrender  to  them  my  castle 
and  lands,  which  they  propose  to  divide  amongst  them,  or  they 
would  come  and  seize  upon  them  with  fire  and  slaughter.  This 
very  evening  they  are  coming  with  their  soldiers  to  attack  these 
ramparts,  which  are,  alas!  very  feeble.  They  are  intrepid 
warriors — '* 

**  They  must  be.  Madam,"  interrupted  the  Knight,  "  from 
what  you  have  narrated  to  me,  but  my  fair  friend,  can  I  con- 
scientiously, after  what  has  occurred  on  your  part,  defend  your 
honour  and  virtue  against  these  gentlemen,  who  are  all  well 
aware — " 

'*  My  lord,"  hastily  responded  the  tender  Ogress,  "if  pity  does 
not  move  you  on  my  behalf,  let  gratitude  plead  for  me.  I  have 
resolved  to  make  you  master  of  my  person  and  my  property, 
and  I  do  not  declare  this  upon  compulsion,  for  if  I  were  mistress 
of  the  first  throne  in  the  world,  I  should  prefer  you  to  all  the 
men  on  earth."     This  delicate  declaration  was  accompanied 
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iritb  a  very  langaishing  look  and  a  smile  as  amorous  as  her 
protruding  tusks  would  allow.  My  master  could  well  kav^ 
spared  so  warm  a  confession,  bat  replied  very  mildly — "  I  am 
aware.  Madam,  that  sensibility  by  no  means  d^ends  ma  the 
size  of  tiie  mouth,  and  I  am  Tery  grateful  for  your  declaration 
in  my  farour,  but  I  hare  engagements  which  it  is  impossible  to 
break  through,  and  all  I  can  do  for  yon  (for  I  would  not  har^ 
it  said  that  you  sought  my  protection  in  rain)  is,  instead  of 
attempting  to  defend  your  untenable  ruin  of  a  castle,  to  take 
you  with  me  to  the  court  of  the  great  Fortimbras.  He  is 
endeavouring  to  find — ^why  I  know  not — all  over  the  world  a 
mouth  as  wide  as  his  own,  nearly  a  foot  long.'* 

**  That  is  precisely  the  measure  of  mine,"  responded  the 
lady,  "and  I  will  accompany  you  whithersoever  you  please, 
for  I  am  certain  my  passion  for  you  will  eventually  triumph 
over  your  frigidity.**  This  (as  my  master  afterwards  related  to 
me)  was  what  took  place  in  the  cabinet.  We  all  departed  by  a 
private  way,  and  soon  after  reached  the  capital  of  Denmark, 
with  the  visors  of  our  helmets  down,  that  we  might  not  be 
recognised,  and  the  lady  with  a  thick  veil  closely  drawn  over 
her  remarkable  countenance.  We  sought  a  private  audience 
with  the  king,  in  order  to  disclose  to  him  the  marvel  to  which 
he  attributed  so  high  a  value.  As  soon  as  he  saw  the  Ogress, 
he  exclaimed — 

^'Ah,  my  cousin!  so  I  again  see  you?**  So  saying  he 
flung  himself  into  her  arms,  and  thdr  two  extensive  mouths 
giving  each  other  the  most  expansive  kiss  the  world  ever  saw 
or  heard,  Fortimbras  thanked  my  master  very  gratefully  for 
having  restored  to  him  this  wide-mouthed  scion  of  his  family, 
about  whom  he  had  long  been  greatly  disquieted,  not  having 
beard  of  her  for  fifteen  years,  wh^a  she  had  retired  into 
Bactriana  ;  and  thus  it  was  that  all  the  researches  of  his 
enussaries  had  been  fruitless.     The  Princess,  owing  to  cir- 
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eumstanoes  too  tedious  for  present  detail,  had  been  oonpelled 
to  retire  to  Europe,  and  belteving  liiat  the  King  of  Denmark 
would  not  reoeiye  her  at  his  court  and  own  her  as  his  relation, 
she  would  not  risk  his  rebuff. 

The  times  are  changed  indeed !  "  said  Fortimbras  to  her ; 
so  long  as  the  queen  was  alive,  I  nerer  eoold  prerail  on  her 
to  reeeiye  you  with  the  honours  due  to  your  rank :  tAne  had 
need  of  aH  her  virtue  to  bear  eT«n  myself;  although  being 
removed  one  generation  more  than  yourself  from  our  common 
stock,  I  have  no  tusks  ;  I  therefore  was  precluded  from  recal* 
ing  you.  After  her  death  I  was  alone  in  the  world,  with 
my  daughter  Sapinella,  who  monopdises  my  afiectiom  :  but  I 
must  make  sure  of  the  succession  to  my  kingdoms,  and  from 
her  I  cannot  hope  fOT  progeny.  Incessantly  occupied  with  the 
beauty  of  her  foot,  which  is  in  truth  the  most  <^anning  little 
thing  in  the  world,  and  unable  to  find  shoes  to  fit  her,  hex 
reason  and  even  her  health  are  palpably  suffering,  and  I  have 
hourly  alarms  that  I  shall  lose  her,  which  would  be  my  deadi* 
blow,  and  I  should  leave  my  kingdom  a  prey  to  factions  and 
disorders  which  would  rend  it  in  pieces.  There  is  not  one 
descendant  of  the  noble  race  of  the  Fortimbras  surviving,  and 
I  must  then  have  recourse  to  the  line  of  the  great  Ogrog,  th« 
first  King  of  Cape  North  and  Loupgaroutia.  Tou  are  lineally 
descended  from  him,  my  cousin :  you  are  entitled  to  my 
dominions,  and  if  you  have  no  children,  why,  you  are  still  of  an 
age  to  have  them. 

The  Ogress,  who  was  naturally  grateful  and  tender,  thanked 
the  Eang,  and  forgetful  of  the  strcmg  professitms  of  love  she 
had  recently  made,  was  so  bedazzled  with  the  charms  of 
a  crown,  that  she  declared  amorously  to  the  king  that  she 
never  would  have  children  if  he  wore  not  thmr  father.  This 
well-assorted  match  was  thus  decided  on« 

The  Princess  Sapinella,  incessantly  occupied  about  her  shoes. 
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seemed  porfecdj  mdifierent  to  this  event.  The  wedding  was 
celebrated  with  regid  magnificence,  the  bride,  coyered  from 
bead  to  foot  with  crown  jewels,  in  a  gown  of  golden  brocade 
richly  worked  with  gems,  only  looked  the  more  hideous  from 
her  splendomr ;  but  this  did  not  preclude  the  Danish  poets  from 
making  odes,  composing  hymns,  baUads,  rondeaus,  and  poems, 
in  which  they  celebrated  all  her  charms,  including  the  ivory  of 
her  tusks,  the  total,  amounting  according  to  a  close  calculator,  ta- 
il sum  of  fifty-six  thousand  ^ye  hundred  and  sixty-four  verses, 
good  and  bad ;  moreover,  each  author  thought  his  own  verses 
admirable,  and  those  of  his  competitors  execrable,  which  was  a 
double  pleasure  to  themselves  and  none  to  the  public,  who  never 
read  their  eulogbtic  productions. 

My  master,  the  Knight,  had  by  no  means  lost  sight  of  the 
object  of  his  journey,  and  relying  thoroughly  on  the  voice,  was 
anxious  to  recommence  the  trial  of  the  slipper.  He  trusted 
that  it  would  not  disappear  this  time,  and  had  even  gone  so  far 
as  to  show  it  to  the  Princess,  who  had  admired  its  shape  and  the 
beauty  of  the  diamonds  which  formed  the  buckles.  It  was, 
however,  requisite  that  the  ceremony  should  be  public,  and 
there  was  always  the  dread  that  the  fairy,  or  evil  genius,  who 
had  substituted  the  worn-out  shoe  for  the  precious  slipper, 
might  play  the  unseasonable  prank  over  again.  In  this  embar« 
rassing  position  my  master  entreated  Sapinella  to  allow  him  to 
try  on  this  wonderful  slipper  first  in  private.  She  agreed,  and 
put  it  on  with  as  much  ease  as  if  it  had  been  made  for  her. 
Her  delight,  and  the  joy  of  the  Knight  were  excessive ;  but  she 
was  soon  dismayed  at  the  sudden  appearance  of  the  old  hag  of 
the  mountain,  who  arrived  astride  on  her  spindle. 

•*  Facardin !  "  she  screeched  out  in  her  discordant  voices 
*'  behold  the  first  condition  imposed  on  you  is  fulfilled !  Do 
you  recollect  what  is  that  left  you  to  perform,  to  attain  the 
climax  of  your  desires  ?     There  is  an  indispensable  preliminary 
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of  which  I  must  remind  you,  since  you  i&ppear  singularly  ohli<» 
yious  on  that  important  point.  You  must  enjoy  my  fayours ; 
ftnd  I  have  no  hesitation  in  declaring,  since  you  appear  some* 
what  backward  in  doing  so  yourself,  that  I  shall  not  offer  any 
coy  resistance." 

"Wretched  beldam !  "  exclaimed  the  Knight,  repulsing  her 
with  horror,  ''you  ought  rather  think  of  your  grave,  than  of 
love ! " 

'*  My  little  pet,"  replied  the  hag,  through  her  nose,  •^  why 
so  cruel  ?  Well,  since  you  are  so  cold  to  me,  so  shall  you  be 
to  all  the  world  ;  and  you,  young  Miss,  who  seem  no  better^ 
why,  you  shall  share  his  fate."  So  saying,  she  touched  them 
both  with  her  spindle,  and  they  sunk  instantly  into  a  swoon, 
from  which  nothing  can  arouse  them.  As  soon  as  the  Eling 
learned  this  afflicting  event,  he  sent  to  consult  an  oracle,  one 
of  his  friends,  who  dwells  in  the  caves  of  Boreas,  two  degrees 
from  the  pole  ;  and  he  replied  that  there  was  no  other  remedy 
to  Qvae  the  Princess  than  the  laugh  of  Mousellina  the  Serious. 
But  as  all  the  world  knows  she  never  has  laughed,  and  probably 
never  will  laugh,  poor  Fortimbras  believed  that  this  was  a  mere 
mockery ;  and  he  had  already  conmianded  that  the  cave  of  the 
oracle  should  be  filled  up,  with  ten  thousand  cubic  feet  of  ice 
and  snow,  when  he  thought  better  of  it,  and  resolved  to  forward 
his  daughter  and  the  Facardin  to  the  Princess  of  Astracan,  to 
watch  for  the  first  laugh  which  should  proceed  from  her  mouth* 
The  car  you  have  seen  was  constructed  for  this  pm'pose,  and 
this  long  journey;  and  as  for  me,  I  will  never  quit  the 
inanimate  body  of  my  poor  master," 

.  The  faithful  Esquire  having  thus  terminated  his  recital,  all  the 
hystanders  participated  in  his  natural  grief,  and  it  was  resolved 
to  conduct  the  procession  of  this  living  funeral  to  the  palace  of 
ihe  Princess  Mousselina,  in  order  to  prove  to  her  how  beneficial 
it  would  be  if  shis  would  at  length  take  the  trouble  of  laughing^ 
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were  it  obIj  to  break  the  encbantmeiit  of  those  iUustriotts 

personages. 

•    On  the  road,  the  Prince  of  Trebisonde  entreated  the  E[night 

of  the  Awl  to  let  him  know  why  spinning-wheels  played  so 

great  a  part  in  this  country. 

**  We  are  all  employed/'  was  his  reply,  *'  in  replacing  the 
three  hundred  and  seTenty-four  dozen  of  shilbi  that  Mousselina 
has  lost,  hoping,  moreover,  that  our  awkward  appearance, 
which  seems  ridienloos  enough  eyen  to  ourselves,  may  eren- 
tnally  make  her  kuigh  also ;  and,  as  yon  are  engaged  in  this 
adventure,  you  must  8{»n,  as  we  do/'  * 

This  oeoupation  did  not  appear  to  me  very  compatible  with 
the  profession  of  arms,  but  I  had  no  time  to  complain  befwe 
we  reached  the  royal  residence  of  Astracan.  At  the  noise 
made  by  the  procession,  the  Princess  appeared  in  the  balcony, 
and  when  they  narrated  to  her  the  sad  adventure  of  Faoardin 
and  SapineUa  of  the  small  foot,  in  spite  of  the  natural  rivalry 
between  women  who  are  equally  lovely,  she  was  so  tender- 
hearted that  she  could  not  help  bursting  into  tears,  the  natural 
consequence  of  the  deplorable  spectacle  before  her.  This  was 
widely  different  from  laughing,  and  everybody  was  as  miserable 
as  possible,  when  an  extraordinary  spectacle  attracted  univ^sal 
attention.  The  air  was  suddenly  darkened,  and  a  vast  cloud 
overspread  ns,  which,  gradually  lowering,  was  discovered  to  he 
an  assemblage  of  several  thousand  birds  of  different  species^ 
preceding  the  flying  chariot  of  the  great  Oaramoussal,  and 
Ibrming  his  eseort ;  or,  rather,  they  were  the  officers  of  hid 
house,  for  they  all  wore  on  their  wings  his  sky-bhie  and  saffroK 
livery ;  and  each  had  a  ring,  with  his  arms,  on  the  right  daw* 
His  body  guard  were  vultures :  his  band  of  music,  linnets  and 
mghtingales  :  his  elerk  of  the  closet  was  a  gray  parrot :  and 
his  poets  two  swans  of  Mantua.  He  had  six  eagles  attached 
to,  his  ear ;  and  a  very  nimble  jackdaw  was  his  postilion.    In 
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tfai&  equipage  the  worthy  Enchanter  reached  tibe  Court  g^  the 
Kmg  of  Astraean,  He  was  not  alone :  a  Udj^  somewhat 
advanced  in  jears^  was  on  his  right  hand.  She  seemed  in: 
deep  affliction,  and  gave  her  hand  gravely  to  &  small  personage^, 
Tery  richly  attired,  hut  very  ill  featured,  as  far  as  could  he 
discovered,  so  ample  was  the  Spanish  ruff  which  concealed  thef 
whole  of  the  lower  part  of  his  face^  whilst  his  hu^  plume  of 
ostrich  feathers  covered  the  upper  part»  He  wore  yellow 
morocco  hoots,  a  vest  of  flame-coloured  satin,  a  mantle  of  silv^ 
gauz^  and  a  haldrick,  whence  hung  a  tolerably  long  sw<Hrd« 
His  breast  was  decorated  with  different  orders,  in  diamonds^ 
with  their  ribanda  either  as  scarfs,  or  fastened  to  the  button* 
bole. 

This  attire  was  very  imposing,  and  from  the  distance  it  was 
impossible  to  recognise,  under  this  disguise,  the  Sorrowful  Ape,, 
of  whom  mention  has  been  made  in  the  earlier  portion  of  these 
Memoirs.  Unfortunately  for  him,  the  end  of  his  tail  appeared, 
through  his  smallclothes,  and  a  wicked  page,  as  mischievous 
as  they  all  are,  perceiving  it,  went  behind  him  as  he  was  making 
his  first  reverence  to  the  Princess,  and  pinched  it  with  all  his 
ipight  and  main.  The  poor  animal  could  not  bear  the  nip,  and 
made  a^  horrible  contortion  of  visage.  The  dress  and  gravity 
of  the  Ape  had  already  inspired  Mousselina  with  more  gaiety 
than  she  had  experienced  in  her  hfe  before.  The  antics  and. 
grimaces  he  made  when  his  tail  was  pinched,  and  the  blow  ha 
gave  the  page  in  revenge,  completed  the  miracle,  and  a  peal  of 
laughter  was  distinctly  heard  from  her  lovely  mouth. 

An  event  so  important  and  fK>  propitious  excited  the  utmost 
joy.  The  old  King  her  father  wept  like  a  child ;  all  the  peo{»la 
were  delighted,  and  shouted  with  rapture  ;  and  the  musicians  of 
the  court,  more  noisy  than  ever,  played  so  loudly  as  to  drowa 
every  other  sound :  even  the  concert  of  the  great  Caramoussal*& 
birds;  until  the  klter,  annoyed  by  aU  this  uproar^made  a  signal 
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with  Us  staff,  and  then  the  music  ceased ;  the  singers  remained 
open-mouthed,  the  fiddlers  with  their  bows  in  the  air,  and  the 
horn-players  with  their  mouths  filled  with  wind.  The  Ape 
profited  by  this  silence  to  address  the  King. 

**  Seigneur,"  he  said,  with  respectful  assurance,  ''  the  orade 
is  accomplished.  I  have  made  your  daughter  laugh— *your 
positive  promise  1  rely  on — I  must  espouse  her/* 

I  leave  you  to  judge  of  the  general  indignation  excited  by 
the  chimpanzee.  **  Send  him  to  the  menagerie,"  said  some  ;' 
*■*  Show  him  at  the  fair,"  said  others ;  whilst  the  more  mod»*ate 
were  for  dismissing  him  with  a  bag  of  nuts,  and  an  interdict 
against  his  ever  again  appearing  at  court.  All  the  noble  knights 
who  for  some  years  had  devoted  themselves  and  their  lives  to 
this  adventure  shook  again  with  rage.  '  The  tumult  was  at  its 
height  when,  in  order  to  appease  it,  the  elderly  lady  who  had 
accompanied  Caramoussal  advanced,  and,  raising  the  veil  which 
concealed  her  features,  said  to  the  King  of  Astracan — ' 

**  Sire,  and  you.  princes  and  knights  who  hear  me,  I  am  the 
nnhappy  Dowager  Princess  of  Trebisonde,  whom  misfortunes  & 
a  most  uncommon  nature  have  exiled  from  her  dominions  for 
tlie  last  twenty  years.  You  may  well  conceive  how  painful  is 
the  confession  I  make  at  this  moment,  when  I  tell  you  that  he 
whom  you  see  under  this  repulsive  form  is  a  prince— is  my  son, 
as  well  as  you,  great  Facardin,  whom  I  recognise  beneath  the 
garb  of  a  cock,  and  also  the  Facardin  of  Mount  Atlas,  who  is 
at  this  instant  recovering  from  his  lethargy.  You,  Prince  of 
Trebizonde,  are  my  eldest  son,"  she  continued,  turning  towards 
me,  ''and  I  appeal  to  you  for  your  love  to  your  youngest 
brother/* 

'*  Madam,**  I  replied,  very  respectfully,  '*if  owing  to  some 
mysterious  events,  which  I  do  not  seek  to  fathom,  I  am  really 
the  brother  of  these  knights,  their  noble  manners  and  distin- 
guished appearance  make  this  alliance  most  honourable  to  me* 
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and  I  most  willingly  admit  it ;  but  it  is  impossible  tbat  this 
ononkey  can  hare  anything  in  common  with  us.** 

Caramonssal  inteirupted  me,  saying,  in  an  authoritative  tone : 
"  Yomig  man^  all  nature  is  covered  with  a  veil,  which  the  most 
piercing  eyes  are  unable  to  penetrate ;  all  here  below  is  illusion 
«nd  error !  How  do  you  know  that  the  monkey's  hide  does 
not  cover  one  of  the  noblest  of  hearts  ?  Do  we  not  see  men  of 
the  most  attractive  appearance  with  feelings  so  debased,  as 
to  place  them  on  a  level  with  brutes?  And  are  there  not 
Jovely  women  to  be  found  who  are  not  less  malicious  than 
Apes  ?  '* 

*'  Anything  you  please,  Sir  Caramoussal,"  cried  the  King  of 
Astracan,  purple  with  rage.  *'  You  speak  like  an  oracle,  as 
you  are ;  but  it  shall  never  be  said  that  I  have  a  chimpanzee 
for  a  son-in-law,  and  nutrmosets  for  grandchildren." 

*'  Site,"  replied  the  Enchanter,  coldly,  *'  the  words  of  kings 
are  sacred«  You  have  promised  your  daughter  to  him  who 
«hoxdd  make  her  laugh,  and  it  is  to  this  young  Prince  that  the 
Fates  have  accorded  this,  the  signal  favour,  which  so  many  rivals 
have  for  so  long  a  time  solicited.  Still  I  can  imagine  your 
ichagrin,  and  will  try  if  it  be  in  my  power  to  assuage  it." 
I**  ^  He  then  waved  his  wand  thrice  in  the  air,  and  after  a  pause 
there  was  heard  a  cry  like  the  distant  crowing  of  a  cock,  and 
very  soon  after  the  wonderful  cock  was  seen,  with  his  carbuncle 
crest  and  his  diamond  beak.  He  held  in  his  left  claw  a  grain  of 
fillet,  which  the  Enchanter  broke.  This  grain  of  millet  con« 
jtained  a  piece  of  spider's  web,  on  which  was  written  in  magio 
characters  the  following  mystic  oracle,  which  Caramoussal  thus 
read : — 

Oracle. 
.    *'  If  the  Princess^  Moxtsselina  espouses  Facardtn  under  his 
^esentfcrm,  all  their  children  will  he  inffesled  ttnih  the  di'oind 
appearance  characteristie  of  their  illustrious  ori^n*     Thoat  aJt 


*\ 
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ier  wiU  he  may  asswM  a  hwman  shape ;  hui  in  that  case. 
Destiny  decrees  that  the  Princess  will  only  have  a  monkey  for 
a  son,  and  a  marmoseifor  a  daughter,'* 

This  terrible  oracle^  clearer  than  oracles  osuallj  are,  was 
elpressed  in  the  original  in  yery  bad  Terse.  The  Princess 
Mousselina,  the  use  <^  whose  tongue  had  returned  with  her 
laugh,  was  prodigiously  embarrassed ;  and  we  may  be  wdS 
assured  that  the  heart  of  no  Princess,  since  the  commencement 
of  the  worid,  was  ever  agitated  with  a  more  rident  contention 
of  the  feelings  of  modesty,  pride,  rirtue,  maternity,  and 
self-love,  which  usually  reign  therein.  At  length  her  happy 
genius  inspired  her ;  she  heaved  a  deep  sigh,  and  alter  making, 
like  a  dutiful  child,  a  reverential  curtsey  to  ihe  king  her  father, 
**  Sire,"  she  exclumed,  **  mnce,  in  order  that  your  royal  word  be 
kept,  I  must  wed  the  youngest  Facardin,  I  consent ;  and  I 
prefer  ihat  he  should  retain  his  present  form  to  tibie  hoirible  idea 
of  giving  you  monsters  for  grandchildren ; "  and  as  she  spoke 
she  presented  her  hand  to  the  monkey-prince,  'Who,  affected  by 
such  tenderness,  bent  his  knee  on  the  ground  very  respectfully, 
and  taking  the  Princess's  hand  very  deliicately  in  his  paw 
was  about  to  kiss  it ;  but  before  his  apish  snout  could  touch  the 
lovely  hand  the  marvellous  cock  alighted  on  his  pate,  pecked  it 
strongly,  and,  flapping  his  wings  thrice,  at  the  third  flap  he 
flew  away  with  the  skin  and  tail  of  the  monkey,  and  in  his  place 
we  beheld  a  remarkably  handsome  young  man — ^to  the  vast 
satisfaction  of  the  King  and  the  surrounding  multitude.  Cara- 
moussal  declared  that  Destiny,  satisfied  at  the  generous  resolu- 
tion of  MouBselina,had  in  consequence,  and  in  her  favoiur,  entirely 
destroyed  every  spell  of  enchantment,  and  that  her  children 
would  be  the  loveliest  in  the  worid. 

Attention  was  then  turned  towards  ^apinella  of  Jutland,  who 
had  awakened  in  her  chariot,  as  had  also  her  Facardin,  in  con^ 
formity  with  the  prediction  of  the  oracle  of  the  Cave  of  Boreas* 
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These  illastriotis  personages  appeared  somewhat  embarrassed  at 
finding  themselves  m  such  a  position  in  the  presence  of  such  a 
xntiltitude.  Mousselina,  who  was  no  longer  the  Serious,  con- 
ducted the  Infanta  of  Denmark  to  her  own  apartment,  and  her 
fiather  ordered  restoratiyes  to  be  administered  to  Facardin  of 
Mount  Atlas,  who  was  in  great  need  thereof.  He  had  forgotten 
during  his  lethargy  the  nymph  of  the  Steel  Bow,  whose  slipper 
was  no  longer  to  be  found.  Sapinella  was  very  charming ;  he 
was  sure  of  the  consent  of  her  father,  Fortimbras,  for  whom  he 
had  so  fortunately  procured  the  expansive  mouth  which  formed 
his  happiness.  The  Princess  was  not  insensible  to  his  love,  and 
thus  there  was  nothing  wanting  but  the  consent  of  his  mother, 
who,  finding  the  alliance  all  that  could  be  desired,  gave  her  free 
permission* 

The  two  espousals  took  place  with  a  magnificence  I  shall 
not  attempt  to  depict,  for  fear  I  might  be  accused  of  exaggera- 
tion— a  reproach  I  by  no  means  deserve.  My  two  brothers 
thus  provided  for,  the  tall  Facardin  of  the  Fish-Eettle,  some- 
what embarrassed  at  appearing  in  this  august  assembly  with 
his  military-culinary  costume,  which  was  no  longer  of  any 
avail,  resimied  his  helm  and  sword,  and  set  forth  with  the 
Enight  of  the  Awl  and  him  of  the  Cock,  in  search  of  new 
adventures.  Chrystallina,  whose  curiosity  was  not  yet  satisfied, 
followed  them  in  the  attire  of  a  page,  trusting  to.  find  various 
opportunities  of  satisfying  her  taste.  I  embraced  my  brotheii' 
tenderly,  and  he  promised  me  that  I  should  be  duly  informed 
of  all  that  happened  to  him,  and  if  it  be  interesting  I  shall 
request  your  Highness'  permission  to  relate  it  to  yon.  As  for 
my  mother,  she  yielded  to  the  entreaties  of  her  daughter-in- 
law,  the  Princess  Sapinella,  and  accompanied  her  to  Dezunark. 
I  wished  ail  a  happy  journey,  and  then  wended  on  my  way  to 
Trebizonde,  in  order  to  execute  any  orders  with  which  my 
Lord  the  Sultan  might  please  to  entrust  me, 

r2 


244  COUNT  Hamilton's  tales. 

"  Ah  !  "  exclaimed  Dinarzade.  "  So  then  we  are  at  length 
delivered  from  all  this  Facardin  stuff !  though,  to  he  sure,  it  is 
not  without  trouhle ;  for  we  have  had  to  run  over  mountains  and 
yallejs,  to  the  north  and  to  the  south,  and  to  the  east  and  to  the 
west,  and,  nevertheless,  those  who  have  any  curiosity  or  any 
taste  for  a  complete  story,  yours  must  be  very  unsatisfactory. 
We  have  no  information  of  the  old  woman  of  Mount  Atlas — 
we  know  not  what  became  of  the  Spindles,  nor  wherefore  the 
Knight  of  the  Cock  dresses  himself  in  so  remarkable  a  manner 
— then  moreover  these  contradictions  and  myeteries " 

*^  Fray,  madam,  do  hold  your  tongue,"  said  the  Sultan, 
rubbiug  his  eyes ;  ''if  we  were  all  so  difficult  of  conviction, 
there  would  be  no  occasion  to  read  histories,  for  those  written 
now-a-days  are  quite  as  obscure,  scarcely  more,  true,  and  cer- 
tainly less  amusing  than  the  narration  we  have  just  heard." 

<*  That  can  only  be,"  retorted  Dinarzade,  pettishly,  **  when 
compared  with  those  miserable  productions  which  your  highness 
is  pleased  to  approve,  and  if  my  sister,  the  Sultana  Scheherazade^ 
had  not  lost  her  voice,  she  would  relate  adventures  infinitely 
superior ;  but  at  least  the  Prince  of  Trebizonde  ought  to 
explain  to  us  how  he  became  brother  to  the  other  three 
Facardins — ^a  circumstance  which,  as  yet,  he  has  left  unex* 
plained." 

"  True — true — ^very  true,"  said  the  Sultan  of  the  Indies, 
*'  you  ought.  Prince  of  Trebizonde,  to  have  asked  your  mother 
for  the  recital  of  her  adventures." 

"  I  did  so.  Sire,"  replied  the  eldest  of  the  Facardins,  "and  I 
have  them  about  nie,  and  will,  with  your  gracious  permission, 
read  them,  if  your  highness  will  deign  to  listen.  But  I  hear 
the  crier,  who  is  reminding  all  faithful  Mussulmans  that 
to-day  is  Friday,  and,  as  various  duties  now  commence,  I  will 
retire." 

"  Stay — stay — pray  stay,"  said  the  Sultan,  abruptly;.  "  wa 
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are  not  precise  as  clock-work  here*  Besides,  princes  have  legiti- 
mate excuses,  and  the  great  duties  they  have  to  fulfil  to  their 
subjects,  enable  them  to  dispense  with  minute  details*" 

Dinarzade  smiled  significantlj — the  Sultana  sighed,  and  the 
Prince  of  Trebizonde,  after  thrice  clearing  his  voice,  thus  com- 
menced the  history  of  his  mother  :— 


MEMOIRS  OF  THE  DOWAGER  PRINCESS  OF  TREBIZONDE^ 
MOTHER  OF  THE  FOUR  FACARDINS. 

The  few  charms  with  which  nature  gifted  me  have  been 
fatal  to  my  repose.  I  was  living  tranquilly  with  my  spouse, 
the  Prince  of  Trebizonde,  and  one  son  was  already  the  fruit  of 
our  union,  when»  walking  one  evening  with  my  women  on  the 
verdant  banks  of  the  Black  Sea,  I  perceived  amongst  the  rocks 
a  beautiful  lizard,  as  green  as  an  emerald.  It  did  not  attempt 
to  escape,  but  on  the  contrary  crawled  towards  me,  whilst  I 
contemplated  it  with  interest,  remarking  that  it  had  on  its 
back  some  strange  characters  traced  in  gold.  It  seemed  so 
gentle  and  pleasing  that  I  was  seized  with  a  desire  to  take  it 
up,  but  my  repugnance  for  such  reptiles  was  such,  that  I 
hastened  away,  and  then  I  saw  it  disappear  in  the  crevices  of  a 
rock. 

Scarcely  had  I  advanced  a  hundred  paces  from  this  spot, 
when  I  perceived  on  the  sea-shore  a  small  bird  of  a  resplendent 
yellow  plumage,  with  a  tuft  on  its  head  and  the  tail  of  brilliant 
red.  I  observed  that  it  was  struggling  violently,  and  on 
approaching  found  that  it  had  incautiously  put  its  bill  into  a 
half-opened  oyster,  which  had  closed  upon  it  and  caught  it  as 
in  a  trap.  The  poor  little  sufferer  interested  me  so  greatly  that 
I  took  up  the  oyster  and  freed  the  bird.  I  expected,  of  course, 
that  it  would  instantly  fly  away,  but,  instead  of  this,  he  flapped 
his  wings  and  put  his  beautiful  beak  in  my  mouth,  to  thank  me. 
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This  greatly  interested  me,  and  I  held  out  my  finger,  on  which 
it  immediately  perched,  and  I  conveyed  it  to  my  apartment. 
It  was  so  gentle  snd  tame,  that  when  I  placed  it  in  a  cage,  I 
left  the  door  open  that  it  might,  if  it  pleased,  come  out  and 
rest  on  my  parrot's  perch,  I  went  to  bed  with  the  Prince,  my 
husband,  as  usual.  Next  morning  he  set  out  for  the  chase 
very  early,  without  waking  me,  when  suddenly  I  was  aroused 
by  a  dazzling  light  in  my  chamber.  I  opened  my  eyes,  and 
saw  the  bird  on  the  perch,  who,  gradually  increasing  in  Bize, 
became  a  Genie  whose  features  were  regular,  but  whose  coun- 
tenance was  rather  imposing  than  agreeable. 

**  Madame,'*  he  said  to  me,  approadung  towards  my  bed, 
*'  pardon  the  disguise,  the  result  of  the  passion  with  which  you 
have  inspired  me«  It  was  I  who  appeared  to  you  yesterday  in 
the  shape  of  a  green  lizard,  then  as  a  bird;  for  my  power,  great 
as  it  is,  did  not  enable  me  to  penetrate  to  your  apartment 
without  your  consent :  the  fairy  who  presided  over  your  birth 
protected  you  from  such  an  event." 

"  Sir,"  I  replied,  greatly  alarmed,  '*  if  my  consent  to  your 
being  here  is  necessary  for  your  remaining,  I  declare  that  I 
entirely  withhold  it,  especially  at  such  an  early  hour.*' 

'*  It  is  too  late  now,  madam ;  you  have  established  me  in 
your  chamber,  and  here  I  shall  remain.  Remember  that  your 
reputation  can  be  by  no  means  affected,  as  I  can  become  a  bird 
again  as  soon  as  you  please." 

''That  I  wiU  never  believe,  unless  I  see  it,"  I  replied,  in 
a  mild  tone. 

"  Well  then,  Princess,  you  shall  be  convinced; " — ^and  as  he 
spoke,  his  size  gradually  diminished;  his  cap,  adorned  with 
handsome  red  feathers,  became  again  a  tuft;  his  dress,  of 
jonquil  satin,  changed  into  plumage  of  the  same  colour.  The 
metamorphosia  was  complete,  and  he  began  flying  round  the 
chamber.    I  presented  my  finger  to  him,  resolved,  if  I  caught 
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him,  to  pot  bim  into  the  cage,  in  order  that  .1  niight  thus  free 
myself  from  his  importunities;  but  he  guessed  my  intention ; 
and,  resuming  his  natural  shape,  said  to  me,  in  a  tone  of 
mookery^ — 

'<  Ton  wish,  then,  to  imprison  me*H3urely  it  is  enough  to 
bear  your  fetters  as  I  do.  I  will  say  more  to  you  when  you 
ar^  at  my  abode."  And  so  saying,  he  touched  me  with  a  small 
ivory  wand  he  had  concealed  in  his  sleeve. 

'<  Become  a  parroquet,"  he  exclaimed  in  a  loud  voice,  and  I  was 
transfonned  into  a  parroquet  accordingly.  I  was  so  astonished 
at  seeing  myself,  in  my  mirror,  with  a  green  plumage,  a  long 
tiul,  and  two  small  round  eyes  fringed  with  red,  that  I  allowed 
him  to  catoh  me  very  easily.  He  put  me  into  the  cage,  opened 
the  window,  and  darted  away  with  me.  I  cannot  precisely  say 
how  long  our  flight  lasted,  for  it  was  made  with  such  rapidity 
that  I  could  not  discover  the  country  over  which  we  pasised;  all 
I  know  is,  that  I  was  perfectly  giddy  with  it  when  we  reached 
the  Genie's  dwelling,  which  he  had  fixed  in  the  midst  of  an 
extensive  orange  grove.  That  in  which  he  lived  was  much 
higher  than  the  highest  minarets  of  our  mosques,  and  the 
trunk  was  as  big  in  circumference  as  a  tower;  and  in  the 
lower  part  dwelt  the  sprites,  and  goblins,  and  other  petty 
officers  of  his  house,  reserving  to  himself  the  upper  parts  of 
the  tree,  whose  branches  were  f(»ined  into  a  suito  of 
ioudairs  very  artistically  arranged ;  festoons  of  flowers  and 
garlands  of  fruits  decorated  the  apartments,  furnished  with 
elegant  umplicity.  At  the  end  of  the  de^ping-room  was  a 
pcnierre^  ornamented  with  the  rarest  plants  fr<Hn  the  three 
quarters  of  the  globe,  and  a  small  orchard  of  dwarf  trees,  of  all 
the  known  species,  and  always  in  full  bearing  with  the!  most 
delicious  fruits.  These  aerial  gardens  terminated  with  a  kiosk, 
in  the  shape  of  a  nest,  placed  in  one  of  the  highest  branches, 
xrhenoe  there  was  a  superb  view  extending  beyond  the  forest. 


248  cotJNT  Hamilton's  tales* 

When  I  had  rested  for  a  little  while  the  Genie  restored  me  to 
xny  own  form,  and  led*  me  to  this  pavilion. 

" Look  about  you,"  said  he ;  "all  that  you  can  see  for  fifty 
leagues  round  belongs  to  me  ;  but  as  your  sight  is  too  weak  to 
distinguish  objects  from  the  height  at  which  we  are,  take  these 
eye-glasses,  to  which  I  have  affixed  two  prepared  lynx-eyes." 

I  put  on  these  spectacles,  and  saw  beneath  me  the  most 
fertile  lands,  the  most  luxuriant  fields,  ripening  harvests^ 
grazing  flocks,  orchards  laden  with  fruit :  I  distinguished  the 
Streams  which  wound  amongst  the  groves,  and  boats  navigating 
a  lovely  river,  which  flowed  gently  on.  All  this  landscape  was 
animated  with  a  population  of  both  sexes,  who  were  occupied 
in  agricultural  labours,  and  who  appeared  joyful  and  at  their 
CUkSe*  I  should  have  contemplated  this  delightful  spectacle 
with  pleasure  if  I  could  have  forgotten  the  darling  objects  I 
had  left  at  Trebizonde— the  Prince,  my  husband,  and  my  son  ; 
but  they  were  constantly  in  my  thoughts.  I  threw  myself  on 
my  knees  before  the  Genie,  and  said  to  him  :— 

"  Sir,  you  are  one  of  the  most  powerful  and  richest  sovereign^ 
in  the  world ;  you  have  a  dwelling  as  singular  as  it  is  agree-^ 
able ;  you  rule  over  extensive  provinces,  and  have,  at  your 
order,  beings  who  have  each  of  them  more  power  than  the  first 
monarchs  of  the  earth  ;  nothing  is  wanting  to  your  happiness :' 
then  pity  an  unhappy  Princess  who  has  never  offended  you, 
and  do  not  any  longer  trouble  the  repose  of  an  illustrious  and 
virtuous  family." 

**  Your  beauty,  Madam,"  replied  the  Genie,  *'  destroys  the' 
effect  of  your  discourse  ;  all  the  riches  I  have  disclosed  to  you 
have  no  longer  any  value  for  me  unless  they  are  shared  by 
you ;  or  if  you  do  not  give  me  your  heart  in  exchange  for 
mine,  I  would  prefer  being  reduced  to  the  condition  of  a  simple 
gnome,  if  you  would  become  my  wife;"  and  he  accompanied 
these  words  with  an  oath  so  terrible  that  the  whole  tree  shook/ 
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This  yiolence  frightened  me,  and  knowing  I  was  in  his  power, 
I  tried  to  gain  time,  and  therefore  entreated  him  not  to  speak 
to  me  of  his  love  hefore  the  expiration  of  two  months :  he 
would  only  grant  me  eight  days,  and  I  then  withdrew  to  the 
apartment  destined  for  me,  praying  to  all  the  powers  of  Heaven, 
and  hewailing  my  unhappy  lot.  I  should  hare  remained  ab- 
Borbed  in  my  grief  had  not  the  Genie  insisted  on  my  taking  a 
walk  every  day.  One  evening,  whilst  I  was  contemplating 
with  surprise  a  fountain  which  played  with  delicious  freshness 
in  this  enchanting  spot,  I  remarked  a  small  sylph,  the  loveliest 
little  creature  in  the  world,  who  was  taking  water  from  it  to 
pour  on  some  carnations. 

**  Princess,"  he  said  to  me,  "  this  spring  surprises  you — 
know,  then,  that  it  is  due  to  the  toil  and  industry  of  my  brethren. 
They  sweep  with  their  wings  the  dew  that  falls  on  the  leaves 
ftnd  buds  into  reservoirs  which  nourish  this  fountain;  but  I 
should  deeply  lament  to  see  it  augmented  by  the  tears  which 
£ow  from  your  beautiful  eyes.  Alas !  why  is  it  not  in  my 
power  to  console  you  ?  " 

**  Benevolent  little  creature,"  I  replied,  deeply  affected, 
**  the  only  means  of  alleviating  my  grief  would  be  by  deliver* 
ing  me  from  this  place,  in  which  I  have  everything  to  fear  for 
my  honour." 

**  To  deliver  you  is  impossible,"  responded  the  sylph  ;  "  all 
I  can  do  is  to  consult  a  hermit  my  friend,  the  possessor  of 
some  extraordinary  secrets^  and  who  might  serve  you.  I  risk 
much  in  even  attempting  this  ;  and  if  the  Genie,  my  master^ 
suspected  me,  I  should  be  shut  up  for  two  or  three  thousand 
years  in  one  of  the  roots  of  this  great  tree.  This  would  be  a 
fearful  penance  for  one  who  loves  the  open  air  and  liberty,  as  I 
do  ;  but  we  must  run  some  risk  to  succour  beauty  in  distress, 
and  to-morrow  you  shall  hear  from  me." 

Next  day  I  was  at  the  fountain  before  him,  but  he  was  not 
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long  after  me :  he  told  me  he  had  Been  his  friend  the  hermit, 
ftnd  obtained  ttaxa  him  a  book  endowed  with  manrelloua  virtues. 

'*  Here  it  is,"  said  he,  '^andyoumnst  never  part  with  it," 
He  quitted  me  instantly,  and  I  returned  to  my  apartment,  and 
ihere  read  in  the  first  page  the  words,  *Aw>id  opportunity.* 
I  turned  to  the  next  leaf,  and  then  the  same  words  were 
written,  and,  in  fact,  repeated  on  every  page,  and  this  marvel- 
lous book  eontained  nothing  more.  I  laid  it  ,<hi  my  ta,ble,  and 
thought  no  more  about  it.  However,  the  respite  granted  by 
the  Qenie  soon  passed — every  day  he  became  more  pressing  and 
I  more  unhappy  ;  for  my  duty  and  my  inclination  both  revolted 
from  him.  At  length  my  little  friend  the  sylph  informed  me 
that  his  master  intended  from  that  very  evening  to  compel  me 
without  farther  delay  to  occupy  the  same  apartment  as  him- 
self.    Scarcely  had  he  told  me  this,  when  the  G^enie  appeared^ 

He  was  violently  excited,  and  instead  of  his  usual  protesta- 
tions of  love,  made  to  me  the  most  revolting  proposals.  I 
hogged ;  I  wept ;  I  prayed — ^i^othing  could  prevail  upon  him, 
and  I  was  on  the  point  of  falling  a  victim  to  his  violence,  when, 
strange  to  say,  the  little  book  came  flying  towards  us  and  inter- 
posed itself  between  us.  The  Genie  tried  to  ravish  a  kiss, 
when  the  little  book  placed  itself  on  his  lips :  scarcely  had  he 
removed  it  than  it  fell  in  my  bosom,  which  he  w$u3  pressing 
with  too  bold  a  band ;  in  fact,  in  all  directions,  and  whatever 
he  att^npted,  there  was  the  magic  buckler,  evexy  where,  and  at 
every  spot  it  opposed  his  endeavours,  and  with  a  success  that 
rendered  them  unavailing.  The  Genie  foamed  with  rage,  and 
unable  to  break  the  force  of  the  charm,  he  seized  upon  me,  and 
flung  me  and  my  book  over  the  boundary  wall  of  the  garden  : 
from  this  vast  height  I  fell,  and  had  not  the  dear,  obliging  little 
sy^  broken  my  fall,  I  must  have  been  dashed  to  pieces.  I  was 
a  long  time  recovering  my  senses,  and  when  restored  to  them^ 
I  found  myself  on  a  litter,  borne  by  four  woodcutters,  who  con- 


THE  rOUB  FACABDIKS'^HQNS.  DE  IJBTIS'S   SEQUEL.        251 

* 

yeyed  me  to  a  httt>  where  I  received  from  an  old  woman,  who 
lodged  with  them,  all  the  care  I  required.  As  soon  as  I  was 
somewhat  recovered*  I  inquired  the  disianee  to  Trebizonde, 
but  these  worthy  people  had  never  heard  of  such  a  city.  I 
then  asked  the  name  of  the  country  in  which  I  was,  and  they 
told  me  I  was  two  days'  journey  from  Mount  Atlas.  As  I  was 
putting  these  questions  there  was  a  noise  at  the  entrance  to 
the  hut ;  it  was  a  knight,  who  was  passing  with  his  squire* 
and  asked  for  some  refreshment,  for  it  is  prodigiously  hot  in 
this  part  of  Africa.  He  was  greatly  astonished  to  see  in  this 
hovel  a  person  of  my  rank.  I  told  him  my  name,  without, 
however,  entering  into  the  details  of  my  history,  and 
entreated  him  by  all  the  objects  of  his  affection  to  con- 
duct me  to  Trebizonde.  ''It  will  take  me,"  he  replied, 
"  seven  months'  journey  to  escort  you  so  far,  but  I  promise 
to  conduct  you  thither  as  soon  as  I  have  terminated  the  busi* 
zxess  that  brings  me  into  this  country.  I  have  come  hither  to 
consult  the  great  Caramoussal,  whose  reputation  extends  over 
the  whole  world :  if  he  cannot  restore  to  me  the  happiness  of 
which  I  have  been  deprived,  I  shall  die,  for  I  cannot  live  sitex 
the  loss  I  have  sustained.  Judge  yourself,"  he  continued, 
with  tears  in  his  eyes ;  **  see  the  likeness  of  her  who  was  my 
beloved  wife  ;"  and  at  the  same  time  he  drew  from  his  right 
pocket  the  portrait  of  so  lovely  a  woman,  that  it  was  difficult 
which  most  to  admire,  the  regularity  of  her  features,  or  the 
delicacy  of  her  physiognomy.  When  we  had  oontemplated  it 
for  some  time,  he  drew  (sobbing  deeply]  from  his  left  pocket  a 
golden  case,  about  as  long  as  a  finger.  ^*  Look,"  he  exclaimed* 
''  this  is  all  that  remains  to  me  of  this  adorable  creature  ;  the 
excess  of  her  sensibility  has  reduced  her  to  this  condition  ;  her 
mind  was  equal  to  her  personal  atlaractions,  and  her  love  to  me 
exceeded  both.  I  adored  her,  and  still  she  was  not  happy ; 
her  nervous  and  susceptible  dispositi(m   always  conjured  up 
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a  thoiuaiid  chimeras,  which  all  my  attentions  were  incapable  of 
remoying." 

<'<You  love  ikie,*  she  would  say;  *at  least  you  tell  me 
80,  and  perhaps  you  do,  and  are  sincere ;  but  yon  are  in 
error.  You  find  me  pretty,  and  it  is  my  eyes  and  features  that 
hare  gained  me  your  liking — ^it  is  not  my  mind  that  you  love.  * 
<*  In  vain  did  I  try  to  persuade  her  of  the  contrary ;  I  could  not 
convince  her,  so  at  last  she  went  to  the  tutelary  fairy,  who 
protected  her  family,  and  by  her  impoHunities  obtained  from 
her  the  power  of  decomposing  herself.  The  first  use  she  made 
of  this  unfortunate  power  was  to  deprive  herself  of  an  eye. 
**  *  Well,*  she  said,  '  do  you  still  love  me  with  this  deformity  ?  ' 
*♦  *  Yes,  indeed,  and  very  truly,*  I  replied  ;  *  more  than  ever.' 
*'  Then  she  took  off  one  of  her  ears  ;  and  at  length,  desirous  of 
putting  her  experiment  to  the  utmost  extremity,  and  madly 
jealous  of  the  form  I  idolised,  she  began  by  degrees  to  melt 
away,  first  half  an  inch,  then  an  ell,  until  she  wasted  to  the 
length  of  my  finger.  This,  however,  was  but  a  temporary 
trial,  for  she  relied  on  being  able  to  resume  her  natural  size,  as 
well  as  the  lost  eye  and  ear.  Unfortunately,  however,  she  had 
not  this  power,  and  after  various  fruitless  efforts  she  fell  sick 
with  vexation,  and  died,  the  victim  of  her  own  folly.  As  for 
me,  in  despair  at  her  premature  death,  I  embalmed  her,  and 
here  she  is."  He  then  opened  the  ^hit,  and  showed  me  a  small 
mummy,  embalmed  after  the  Egyptian  manner.  However 
engrossed  with  my  own  grief,  I  could  not  forbear  shedding 
tears  at  the  fate  of  this  unfortunate  lady.  The  Knight,  after 
having  kissed  the  cold  relic,  dosed  the  case,  and  put  the  dear 
object  of  his  deep  regret  in  his  pocket,  uttering  a  heartfelt 
sigh.  He  then  offered  to  conduct  me  to  a  nobleman  of  his 
acquaintance,  who  lived  in  a  fine  chllteau  at  the  foot  of  Mount 
Atlas,  whilst  he  went  to  consult  the  Enchanter  Caramoussal, 
who  occupied  the  summit.     I  accepted  his  obliging  offer,  left 
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the  honest  woodcutters^  promising  faithfully  to  recompense 
them  richly,  so  soon  as  Fortune  should  afford  me  the  means. 
;  I  was  extremely  well  received  at  the  chAteau.  I  remained 
there  ten  days,  at  the  end  of. which  we  saw  the  Knight  return^ 
more  depressed,  if  possihle,  than  ever.  He  told  us  that  the 
Enchanter  had  declared  to  him  that  he  never  could  revivify  hia 
mummy,  unless  he  ohtained  the  permission  of  the  old  woman  of 
the  spinning-wheels ;  that  he  had  set  out  at  once  to  solicit 
this,  hut  she  had  asked  such  terms  for  her  consent,  as  he  was 
unahle  to  accede  to,  however  desirous  he  might  have  heen  to 
do  so.  When  pressed  for  an  explanation  he  hlushed,  and  con** 
tinued  his  recital  thus  :— -> 

<*  She  required  that  I  should  reside  for  six  months  in  her 
hut,  having  no  hed  hut  hers,  and  hy  way  of  earnest  she  gave 
me  a  kiss  that  almost  suffocated  me.  I  thought  it  hotter  to 
rejoin  my  deplored  wife  hy  dying  of  chagrin,  than  to  expire  in 
the  filthy  caresses  of  this  infernal  and  amorous  old  hag  ;  and  if 
I  had  not  promised  the  Princess  of  Trehizonde  to  escort  her 
back  to  her  dominions,  I  would  instantly  fling  myself  into  the 
sea  headlong ;  but  I  will  defer  this  until  I  have  fulfilled  my 
engagement  with  her/'  All  present  tried  to  console  him,  but 
he  remained  inflexible  in  his  determination.  At  length  we 
set  out,  and* traversed  the  banks  of  the  Mediterranean  to  the 
Isthmus  of  Suez-— I  must  speak  in  the  highest  terms  of  the 
attention  and  care  of  the  disconsolate  widower  during  this  long 
journey.  For  my  part,  I  endeavoured  to  soothe  his  sorrows* 
and  offered  him  every  consolation  which  friendship  could  suggest^ 
for  I  realJir  felt  a  sincere  regard  for  him.  I  saw  with  pleasure 
that  my  endeavours  were  not  vam,  and  when  we  reached 
Bagdad,  where  we  remained  several  days,  making  preparationa 
for  crossing  the  Great  Desert,  it  struck  me  that  a  soft  melan** 
eholy  had  replaced  the  deep  sadness  which  had  hitherto  over^ 
j^pread  his  countenance*    As  for  me,  my  mind  was  divided 
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between  hope  kod  despair,  and  I  sighed  for  the  moment  when 
I  should  again  find  myself  at  Trebixonde ;  but  I  waa  afraid 
that  grief  at  my  loss  had  destroyed  the  health  of  my  husband, 
whose  tenderness  I  so  well  knew.  I  gaTe  myself  up  to  tiiia 
reflection,  as  I  wandered  alone  on  the  banks  of  the  Bnphrates 
on  the  eyening  appointed  for  our  departnrey  when  the  Knight 
eame  hastily  towards  me*  He  appeared  troabled,  and  begged  me 
to  return  to  our  abode,  without  giving  me  anyreply  tomy quea* 
tions.  I  oonld  not  extract  from  him  anything  but  general 
reflections  on  the  miseries  of  hmnan  life,  and  broken  words, 
which  were  of  evil  omen,  imtil,  at  kngth,  unable  longor  to 
endure  this  painful  position,  I  entreated  him  to  explain  all  to 
me  without  reserve.  I  then  learnt,  with  what  agony  you  may 
ima^e,  that  he  had  met  a  slave  merdhant,  who  had  just 
arrived  from  Trebiaonde,  where  a  sad  calamity  had  occurred 
since  my  departure.  The  Prince  of  the  Bactrians  had  profited 
by  the  great  trouble  of  my  husband,  and  the  state  of  dejection 
into  vddch  he  had  sunk,  to  attack  his  kingdoms ;  he  had  even 
penetrated  to  the  capital,  and  by  a  general  assault  carried  the 
place :  all  the  courage  of  the  Prince  of  Trebizonde  had  been 
unequal  to  its  deCenoe,  and  he  had  died  gloriously,  svrord  in 
hand.  The  cruel  conqueror  had  fired  the  palaoel,  and  my  son, 
the  youthful  Prince,  had  perished  in  the  flames.  I  fainted 
when  I  heard  this  intelligence;  and  when  at  length  I  was 
restored  to  my  senses,  I  gave  way  to  the  most  fearful  despair* 
The  Knight,  iostead  of  abandoning  me  to  my  unhappy  fate, 
redoubled  his  care  and  attentions,  and  proposed  to  me  to  go 
with  him  to  the  kingdom  of  Samarcand,  where  his  8ii|ter,arich 
and  amiable  widow,  had  large  estates,  and  who  would,  he 
assured  me,  receive  us  with  pleasure.  All  had  now  become 
indifferent  to  me,  and  I  consented  to  accompany  him  ;  and  two 
months  afterwards  we  reached  the  termination  of  our  journey* 
93ie  lady  of  the  castle  was  absent,  but  her  brother  did  the 
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honours  of  the  enchanting  abode.    He  neglected  notliing  that 

could  amufle  me,  and  every  day  there  was  some  fresh  pleasure. 

He  was  no  longer  engrossed  with  the  thoughts  of  her  who  had 

been  so  long  the  object  of  his  regrets*    I  had  replaced  her  in 

Ids  heart.   Still,  respecting  my  deep  sorrows,  he  was  some  time 

before  he  made  known  to  me  his  passion,  and  when  he  did  so  I 

straggled  against  it  for  a  long  time ;  but  as  his  birth,  his 

fortune,  and  his  good  qualities  were  not  miworthj  of  me,  I 

finally  consented  to  give  him  my  hand.     The  following  year  I 

gave  birth  to  a  son,  whom  I  called  Facardin,  m  memory  of 

him  whom  I  believed  I  had  lost,  and  whose  memory  was 

always  present  to  my  mind.     The  Knight,  my  husband,  was 

overjoyed  at  this  event.    He  had  given  up  all  adventure,  And 

would  never  have  left  me,  had  not  his  passionate  ardour  for  the 

chase  sometimes  led  him  to  pass  whole  days  in  the  thick 

forests  with  which  the  country  is  covered.     They  were  filled 

with  bears,  lions,  tigers,  and  other  ferocious  animals,  amongst 

which  the  wild  boars  were  not  the  least  formidable  i  and  one 

of  these  animals  threw  my  husband  from  his  horse,  and  gave 

him  a  severe  wound  in  the  thigh  with  his  tusks,  and  in  this 

Bad  state  the  hunstmen  conveyed  him  to  the  castle.    I  sent 

for  the  most  skilful  surgeons  in  Samarcand;  but  when  they 

examined  the  wound,  they  at  once  gave  him  up  as  incurable. 

The  Elnight  heard  their  opinion  with  much  firmness—begged 

to  see  me,  and  when  I  came  by  his  bedside  thus  addressed 

me: — 

**1  much  regret,  my  dear  madam,  that  I  cannot  throw 
myself  at  your  feet ;  for  it  is  there  I  ought  to  ask  your  pardon, 
although  I  confess  myself  unworthy  of  it.'' 

**  Alas  ! "  I  replied,  **  do  not  add  to  my  grief  by  language 
such  as  this ;  the  despair  in  which  I  behold  you  adds  to  your 
suffering ;  be  assured,  whatever  may  be  your  wrongs  to  me, 
I  forgive  you." 
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**  That  18  impossible,"  he  said,  in  an  altered  voice ;  ''the 
deep  remorse  which  rends  my  heart  on  the  brink  of  the  tomb, 
compels  me  to  reveal  to  you  the  fatal  secret  which  has  lain  so 
long  and  so  heavily  on  my  conscience.  Listen  and  tremble :  the 
tale  I  told  you  at  Bagdad  of  the  misfortunes  at  Trebizonde  was 
but  a  vile  impoution.  The  Prince,  your  husband,  is  living,  as 
well  as  your  son.  Forget  a  wretch  who  deserves  a  thousand 
deaths,  and  who  has  no  other  excuse  than  the  violence  of  the 
passion  with  which  you  have  inspired  him.  Hate  me,  despise 
me ;  but  do  not  allow  the  child  to  be  the  victim  of  his  father's 
crime." 

His  sobs  and  weakness  prevented  him  from  continuing.  For 
me,  I  found  myself  in  the  strangest  condition  of  mind  it  ia 
possible  to  imagine.  I  learnt,  on  the  one  hand,  of  the  exist* 
ence  of  the  Prince  of  Trebizonde  and  of  my  dear  Facardin ; 
but  I  also  saw  dying  a  man  to  whom  I  was  tenderly  attached, 
and  who  was  the  father  of  my  second  son.  The  future  was 
fraught  with  most  cruel  doubts  for  me.  Ought  I  to  return  to 
Trebizonde  to  my  legitimate  spouse — and  ought  I  to  resume 
my  place  near  him,  concealing  from  him  all  that  had  passed;  or 
was  it  nfit  necessary  to  avow  my  fault,  and  submit  to  what- 
soever he  might  please  to  order?  In  the  midst  of  this 
perplexity  the  Knight  died.  He  had  placed  me  in  a  most 
deplorable  position,  and  yet  I  shed  tears  to  his  memoiy. 
I  sent  my  son  to  his  aunt,  and  it  is  he  whom  you  see  here 
to-day,  after  so  many  memorable  adventures,  the  husband 
of  the  Princess  of  Jutland.  For  myself  I  resolved  to  set 
out  to  Trebizonde,  and  throw  myself  at  the  feet  of  the  Prince^ 
my  husband,  confessing  my  crime.  I  took  advantage  of  a 
caravan  of  a  slave-merchant,  who  was  going  to  Oircassia,  and 
would  halt  in  the  immediate  vidnity  of  Trebizonde* 

Fate  was  not  yet  weary  of  persecuting  me.  As  we  crossed 
the  deserts  of  Barbaria>  we  were  attacked  by  a  hordo  of 
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Tartars,  who  plundered  the  caravan,  and  who,  without  any 
respect  for  mj  rank  and  my  misfortunes,  sold  me  as  a  slave  ta 
a  rich  merchant  of  Moussul.  He  took  me  to  his  house,  and  I 
had  much  to  put  up  with  from  his  wife,  who  was  jealous  and 
ill-tempered.  She  could  not  forgive  me  for  the  predilection 
which  her  husband  seemed  to  entertain  for  me,  and  to  such  a 
pitch  did  she  carry  her  feelings,  that  she  actually  fell  ill 
and  died  of  vexation.  My  master  was  by  no  means  grieved, 
and  speedily  proposed  to  me  to  occupy  her  place.  I  could  not, 
in  the  degradation  of  my  fortune,  testify  towards  him  the 
indignation  which  his  offers  elicited  ;  but  as  he  was  still  more 
avaricious  than  amorous,  I  told  him  my  name,  and  a  part  of 
my  adventures,  leaving  him  to  hope  that  he  would  receive  a 
large  reward  from  the  Prince  of  Trebizonde,  if  he  would  con- 
duct me  to  his  dominions.  This  declaration  did  not  fail  to 
produce  the  effect  I  expected  from  it,  and  he  resolving  to  take 
advantage  of  so  very  fortunate  a  circumstance,  ceased  to 
treat  me  like  a  slave,  and  commenced  preparations  for  our 
journey. 

At  this  juncture  the  King  of  the  Afghans,  who  had  some 
dispute  with  the  Sultan  of  Moussul,  suddenly  laid  siege  to  his 
capital.  The  ramparts  were  in  excellent  condition,  and  the 
garrison,  consisting  of  picked  men,  made  a  vigorous  resistance  ; 
BO  that,  after  several  useless  attempts  to  carry  the  place  by  a 
coup  de  main,  the  enemy  converted  the  siege  into  a  blockade, 
hoping  to  reduce  the  inhabitants  by  famine,  which  soon  dis- 
played all  its  horrors  amongst  the  city  of  Moussul,  who, 
surprised  by  the  suddenness  of  the  attack,  had  not  laid  in  any 
stock  of  provisions.  Food  reached  an  exorbitant  price ;  and 
I  still  remember  that  one  of  my  female  acquaintance  gave 
away  two  hundred  fine  pearls  for  the  same  number  of  sweet 
almonds*  The  merchant  with  whom  I  lived  seeing  that  the 
siege  would  be  protracted,  and  that  provisions  were  daily  rising 
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m  valne,  went  to  an  (Jd  uBurer  of  his  aequaintanee  who  had 
some  sacks  of  rice,  and  for  a  large  sum  of  money  bought  oae» 
which  he  eonreyed  to  his  own  house,  the  same  evening.  He  had 
had  the  sack  for  two  days,  and  had  yet  not  opened  it,  when  we 
heard,  whilst  we  were  at  supper*  a  noise  in  the  room  where  our 
stores  were  kept.    The  merchant  hastened  thhher,  and  arriyed 
just  in  time  to  seize  a  robber  who  had  entered  by  the  window,, 
and  was  hastening  away  with  the  sack  on  his  head.    *'  What,, 
wretdbi  \  "  he  said  to  him,  *'  do  you  steal  from  me  the  food 
I  have  procured  with  so  much  difficidty,  and  which  cost  me  so 
dearly  ?  Come  with  me  to  the  Cadi— come  along,  and  undergo 
the  just  punishment  of  your  crime.'*    The  robber  threw  dovm 
the  sack,  and  going  on  his  knees,  pleaded  his  extreme  misery, 
entreating  the  mei'diant  to  pardon  him ;   but  he  was  inez* 
orable,  and  was  about  to  call  to  his  slaves  to  put  the  culprit  in 
chains,  when  he,  young  and  powerful,  seeing  all  hope  gone, 
struck  the  merchant  violently  in  the  st(Hnach  a  blow  with  his 
fist,  which  prostrated  him,  and  leaped  out  of  the  window  into 
the  garden,  where,  finding  the  ladder  which  he  had  used  in 
mounting  the  wall,  he  escaped.     The  slaves  hastened  to  their 
master,  who  desired  them  to  carry  the  sack  into  the  eating- 
room,  as  he  did  not  think  it  safe  in  the  magasine  until  he  had 
had  bars  placed  at  the  windows.     When  they  had  obeyed  his 
orders  I  again  sat  down  to  su^er  with  the  merchant ;  but 
scarcely  had  we  done  so  when  I  heard  a  singular  noise,  which 
seemed  to  proceed  from  the  sack.     I  listened  attentively,  and 
clearly  distinguished  a  low  cry.   I  rose  hastily,  untied  the  sack, 
and  found  in  it  a  child,  which  appeared  about  two  years  of  age» 
carefully  wrapped  up  in  cotton,  proper  precaution  having  been 
taken  to  allow  it  to  breathe,  and  it  did  not  appear  to  have 
suffered*    It  had  a  lovely  face,  mid  extended  its  little  arms  in 
a  most  endearing  manner.    Jt  did  not,  however,  affect  the  old 
merchant,  who  cried  out  brutally— > 
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"  Kin  the  Bitle  dnimal  aad  ibe  rascal  who  broagbi  it.  What 
thinks  he  I  can  do  for  food  ?  I  have  no  more  rice,  ncnr  money 
to  buy  h:* 

*^  Ob,  don  t  let  that  make  you  imeasy,  old  fdlow/^exdidmed 
the  infant ;  and  so  saying,  he  blew  in  a  little  coral  whistle 
ornamented  witib  precious  stones.  At  the  first  note  nothing 
appeared ;  but  at  the  second  four  winged  genii  entered  the 
ehamber,  and  assumed  a  most  respectful  posture*  "  You  are 
long  in  coming,"  said  the  infant  in  an  imperious  Toice  :  **  be 
more  attentive.     I  command  you  to  bring  supper.'' 

His  servants  disappeared,  and  in  an  instant  re-appeared 
with  a  table  cova'ed  with  the  most  exquisite  viands.  What 
immensely  delighted  the  old  merchant  was^  that  the  plates  asid 
dishes  were  of  gold.  When  we  had  supped  they  cleared  away, 
and  the  babe  said  to  us  benignantly — 

**  When  you  want  anything,  my  servants  are  at  your  com- 
mand. You  have  only  to  speak.  I  am  the  son  of  the  King  of 
the  Genii,  and  will  tell  you  to-morrow  why  and  how  I  came 
hither.  But  it  is  our  bed-time,  and  I  shall  feel  obliged  to  you 
if  you  will  have  a  cradle  got  ready  for  me." 

"  I  will  do  that  with  pleasure,**  said  I. 

Taking  him  in  my  arms,  I  conveyed  him  to  my  own  apart- 
ment, where  we  made  a  small  bed  for  him  close  to  my  own., 
He  slept  directly  he  laid  down,  and  I  soon  followed  his  example. 
I  was  yet  in  my  first  sleep  when  I  was  awakened  by  the  voice 
of  a  man  uttering  my  name.  I  opened  my  eyes,  and  recog- 
nised with  the  greatest  pleasure  the  Prince  of  Trebizonde,  my 
husband.  I  was  about  to  spring  out  of  bed  and  cast  myself  at 
his  feet,  but  he  prevented  me* 

"  My  dear  wife/'  he  said,  embracing  me,  "  do  not  make  any 
noise.  I  came  hither  with  the  Prince  of  Afghan,  my  friend,  to 
besiege  this  city.  I  learnt,  by  circumstances  now  too  long  to 
detail,  tiiat  you  were  shut  up  here,  and  discovered  your  house* 
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I  leflt  the  besiegers*  camp,  and  have  come  to  seek  you  through 
a  thousand  dangers ;  hut,  now  I  behold  you,  all  is  forgotten.*' 

He  added  a  thousand  tender  things.  I  was  so  agitated  that 
I  did  not  know  how  to  express  half  the  feelings  that  agitated 
me— lovOy  astonishment,  confusion,  inseparable  from  a  faulty 
however  inyoluntary,  all  oppressed  my  disturbed  mind.  If 
delicacy  prompted  me  to  tell  him  my  adventure  with  the 
Knight,  embarrassment  and  shame  prevented  me.  I  began 
an  incoherent  address,  which  I  interrupted  by  sighs  ;  at  lengthy 
my  determination  taken,  and  summoning  all  my  courage  and 
firmness— 

**  I  have,"  said  I,  "  very  important  revelations  to  make  to 
you  ;  deign  to  hear  me  with — " 

<*  Another  time — another  time,'*  he  said,  sealing  my  lipa 
with  a  kiss;  ''now  the  night  is  advancing.  I  must  quit  the 
eity  two  hours  before  day-break,  or  I  shall  risk  my  own  h'fe, 
and  that  of  the  guards  who  introduced  me.  When  we  are 
reunited  and  peaceable,  as  I  trust  we  soon  shall  be,  I  will  listen 
willingly  to  all  you  have  to  tell  me  ;  but  let  us  now  enjoy  the 
unhoped-for  happiness  of  finding  each  other  after  so  long  aa 
absence," 

So  saying,  he  placed  himself  by  my  side,  and  nothing  could 
exceed  his  loving  demeanour.  Next  morning  very  early  he 
arose,  and  I  begged  he  would  allow  me  to  follow  him,  preferring 
to  brave  the  utmost  danger,  instead  of  remaining  separated 
from  him,  exposed  to  all  the  disagreeables  which  may  beset  au 
unprotected  woman. 

"If  I  do  not  return  to  you,"  he  said,  with  an  air  of  disdain 
which  went  to  my  heart,  "  you  may  still  find  some  other  knight 
who  will  take  care  of  you." 

**  Alas !"  I  said,  with  tears  in  my  eyes,  '*  since  you  know^ 
itay  deplorable  adventure,  which  I  would,  at  the  cost  of  my 
blood,  concQal  even  from  myself,  you  must  also  know  how  I  was 
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entrapped  in  that  fatal  snare — with  what  art  I  was  deceived  ? 
Oh !  if  you  had  seen  the  sad  state  into  which  the  news  of  your 
death  had  reduced  xne,  and  the  sincere  regret  I  hestowed  on 
your  memory,  you  would  think  me  rather  to  he  pitied  than 
blamed,  and  you  would  not  add  your  reproaches  to  those  that 
abeady  torment  my  own  heart." 

He  interrupted  me,  saying — •*  Princess,  keep  your  excuses 
for  a  better  occasion.  If  I  were  really  your  husband,  I  should 
know  how  to  reply,  but  I  am  the  Genie  of  the  lofty  Orange-Tree, 
I  was  resolyed  to  avenge  your  disdain  of  me,  and  assuming  the 
guise  of  a  child.  Introduced  myself  into  your  abode.  You 
placed  me  yourself  in  your  own  apartment ;  and,  to  avoid  discus- 
sion, I  presented  myself  to  you  as  the  Prince  of  Trebizonde  ;  and 
this  time  you  had  not  the  little  volume  to  interpose  between  U3 
and  my  success.  Adieu !  in  nine  months  you  will  have  another 
«on,  whom  you  will  call  also  Facardin,  as  you  seem  to  have  a 
fancy  for  the  name.  I  will  take  care  pf  his  education.  If  you 
should  want  me,  and  desire  to  inhabit  my  palace,  here  is  a 
talisman  which  will  convey  you  thither,  by  holding  it  in  your 
left  hand." 

At  these  words  he  disappeared  ;  and,  but  for  the  talisman 
I  retained,  I  could  not  have  believed  but  that  all  was  a  dream, 
I  remained  plunged  in  the  deepest  affliction. 

The  siege  of  Moussul  did  not  advance,  the  inhabitants  con- 
trived to  defend  themselves  in  spite  of  the  famine  that  raged, 
and  the  King  of  the  Afghans  having  been  slain  in  a  sortie,  his 
troops  retreated,  and  plenty  again  reigned  in  the  city.  The 
merchant  then  thought  of  carrying  into  execution  the  projected 
journey ;  but  circumstances  were  greatly  changed,  and  I  had  as 
much  repugnance  to  visit.  Trebizonde,  as  I  had  had  intense 
desire  before  the  visit  of  the  perfidious  Genie.  I  pretended 
sickness,  and  in  truth  my  health  was  far  from  good.  The 
merchant,  worn  out  by  my  delays,  thought  of  sending  one  of 
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Lis  clerks  to  Trebisonde  to  inform  the  Prince,  requesting  him 
at  the  same  time  to  send  an  escort  and  money,  that  I  might 
make  the  journey  in  a  manner  eonformahle  to  my  rank.  I 
perceiTod  that  the  predictions  of  the  Genie  of  the  Orange-Tree 
were  daily  accom^ishing ;  my  pregnancy  was  now  bat  too 
apparent,  and  I  no  longer  quitted  my  apartment.  When  the 
fatal  moment  arrired,  I  saw  an  old  woman  enter  my  apartment, 
who,  seating  herself  unceremoniously  on  my  bed,  said — *'  I 
hare  come  to  receive  young  Master  Facardin ;  to  have  a  Genie  for 
a  lover  is  so  far  agreeable,  that  it  spares  all  the  pains  of  labour ; 
taste  what  is  in  this  phial,  and  yon  will  suffer  nothing."  I  saw 
by  her  air  of  authority  and  her  sparkling  eyes  that  it  was  a 
fairy  who  spoke  thus  to  me.  I  did  as  she  desired  me,  and  the 
moment  I  had  swallowed  the  potion  went  to  sleep  for  an  hour ; 
when  I  awoke  the  fairy  presented  my  child  to  me,  which  she 
had  been  washing  in  a  large  golden  vase  filled  with  rose- 
water.*  I  gave  it  a  maternal  kiss,  and  I  never  saw  him  again 
but  at  the  court  of  the  King  of  Astracan,  when  I  recognised  him 
by  the  air  and  figure  of  his  father^  in  spite  of  his  singular  cos- 
tume as  a  military  cook.  The  fairy  carried  him  away  after 
having  left  me  a  second  phial,  which  in  an  instant  recruited  my 
health  and  strength,  so  that  it  was  as  impossible  to  perceive 
what  had  occurred  as  if  I  had  always  continued  a  virgin. 

Here  Dinarzade  interrupted  the  Prince  of  Trebizonde.  *'  I 
regret,"  she  said,  '*  as  your  mother  had  so  little  difficulty  in 
her  accouchement,  that  she  had  not  twins  on  this  occasion,  as 
that  would  then  have  made  the  numb^  of  the  Four  Facardins, 
and  thus  her  highness  would  at  once  have  completed  her  whole 
family." 

"Do  not  pay  the  slightest  att^tion  to  what  she  may  say," 

*  Chloroform  was  eridenily  known  in  &iryland  a  considerable  period 
beforo  it  wu  disoovered  in  this  finblmiary  sphere. — ^H.  T.  R. 
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said  the  Saltan  of  the  Indies  ;  '*  pray  proceed  with  jonr  nar« 
ration :  it  reailj  aeema  to  me  quite  as  interesting  as  the 
unmeaning  tales  I  daily — ^nightly,  listen  to ;  only  he  so  ohliging 
as  to  make  yoor  reeital  of  suoh  a  length  that  it  may  terminate 
before  the  breakfast  hour.'* 

'<  Tour  highness  shall  be  obeyed/'  replied  the  Prince  of 
Trebizonde.  **  I  hare  merely  to  add  the  relation  of  the  birth 
of  the  Sorrowful  Ape,  my  youngest  brother  !  But  the  events 
which  haye  preceded  are  the  least  surprising  of  those  narrated 
in  my  mother !b  history.*'  To  proceed : — "  It  was  precisely  on 
the  day  after  the  birth  of  my  third  son,  that  the  merchant's 
clerk  returned  from  Trebisonde,  whither  his  master  had  des* 
patched  him.  He  was  the  bearer  of  very  afflicting  tidings* 
The  Prince,  my  husband,  had  faUen  the  victim  of  a  protracted 
illness,  and  his  son  had  been  sent  to  the  court  of  the  Sultan, 
his  lord,  in  order  that  he  might  receive  an  education  befitting 
bis  rank.  The  frightful  calamity  of  the  death  of  my  husband 
made  me  as  unhappy  as  I  had  been  at  Bagdad  when  the  Knight 
gave  me  false  information.  The  merchant  thus  deceived  in  his 
expectations,  became  furious  against  me.  With  no  pity  for  my 
misfortunes^  he  took  me  the  same  day  to  the  Bazaar  and  sold 
me  to  a  slaye-dealer :  and  the  following  day  I  set  out  with  a  troop 
of  young  Circassians  to  Samarcand,  to  recruit  the  harem  of  the 
Sultan  Schahzenan.  As  I  descended,  by  my  mother's  side, 
.from  the  princes  of  the  coimtry,  and  my  features  vouched  for 
my  origin,  my  new  master  resolved  to  take  advantage  of  this 
fact  to  obtain  a  better  price  for  me,  and  he  proposed  that 
I  should  pass  with  the  others  as  a  native  of  Circassia.  We 
had  advanced  three  days  on  our  journey,  and  the  caravan  had 
bc^lted  at  the  entrance  to  the  desert,  near  a  beautiful  fountain. 
Whilst  they  were  replenishing  the  water  skins  of  the  camels, 
.  and  those  animals,  with  wonderful  instinct,  drank  deeply  of  the 
.  stream,  knowing  they  would  be  deprived  of  water  for  many  days, 
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I  strayed  away  from  the  trayellers,  pondering  deeply  over  my 
past  misfortunes,  as  well  as  those  which  fortune  seemed  pre* 
paring  for  me,  when  suddenly  a  gazelle,  bounding  rapidly,  passed 
me  so  closely,  as  nearly  to  strike  me  to  the  earth.  An  enor* 
mous  leopard  was  pursuing  it,  and,  seeing  me  as  it  passed, 
turned  towards  me,  as  if  preferring  me :  I  ran  away  with  all 
my  strength,  but  was  nearly  falling  a  prey  to  the  sayage  brute, 
when  a  knight  in  full  armour,  fortunately  for  mo,  came  up  and 
killed  the  animal  with  a  thrust  of  his  lance,  I  threw  myself 
on  my  knees,  thanking  Heaven  and  my  presenrer.  He  replied, 
without  raising  the  vizor  of  his  helmet,  **  Lovely  lady,  if  you 
believe  me  worthy  of  your  gratitude,  the  only  way  of  proving 
this  is  to  follow  me."  I  was  in  a  position  which  did  not  require 
any  second  entreaty,  and  springing  up  behind  him  in  the 
saddle,  he  galloped  away  with  me  at  a  rapid  pace*  For  two 
hours  we  proceeded  swiftly  and  without  resting,  when  we 
reached  a  forest  of  lofty  oaks,  in  the  midst  of  which  was  an  old 
and  well  fortified  castle,  where  the  knight  lived.  At  his 
approach  they  lowered  the  drawbridge,  and  I  saw  by  the 
attention  that  was  paid  to  him,  that  he  was  master  there. 
He  desired  that  I  should  bo  conducted  to  a  sumptuous  apart- 
ment, where  he  entered  shortly  afterwards,  armed  and  with  his 
vizor  lowered.  He  l^egged  me  to  relate  to  him  how  I  had 
wandered  to  the  lone  spot  where  he  had  met  me.  I  told  him 
my  history,  with  the  exception  of  a  few  particulars  which  I 
thought  it  more  discreet  to  conceal. 

«*  Princess,"  he  said  to  me  with  a  sigh,  **  I  see  you  are 
free,  and  that  nothing  prevents  you  from  disposing  of  your 
heart.  Happy  is  the  man  who  gains  your  affections !  I  dare 
not  flatter  myself  with  such  a  conquest,  but,  at  least,  I 
will  use  every  effort  to  deserve  it." 

From  this  moment  he  treated  me  with  all  the  respect  due  to 
my  birth,  adding  all  the  attentions  of  the  most  delicate  love.  His 
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conyersation  was  witty  and  instructive ;  and  there  was  in  his 
manner  something  refined  and  delicate.  Tet  his  figure  was  hy  no 
means  elegant ;  he  was  small,  and,  as  far  as  it  was  possible  to 
judge  by  his  armour,  which  he  invariably  wore,  he  was  by  no 
means  well  made,  though  his  agility  was  remarkable.  As  to 
his  features,  as  he  never  showed  them,  I  took  it  for  granted 
they  were  not  handsome  ;  yet  his  manner  was  so  vivacious  that 
I  had  no  hesitation  in  assuring  myself  that  his  physiognomy 
was  agreeable.  His  disposition  was  lively,  although  he  was 
subject  to  melancholy  moods ;  but  what  was  most  surprising 
was  the  facility  with  which  he  imitated  all  he  saw  and  all  that 
was  done.  I  passed  three  months  in  the  castle,  without  being 
ever  ennuy^d  for  a  moment.  The  master  of  the  house  was 
amiable>  without  being  exacting,  and  I  had  the  delight  of  a 
library,  comprising  the  works  of  our  best  Arab  poets.  In 
the  evening  I  sometimes  took  iip  the  lute,  and  accompanied 
myself  whilst  I  sang  the  verses  of  a  favourite  song.  One  day, 
when  I  was  singing  a  passage  from  Saadi,  in  which  he  com- 
pares life  to  a  stream,  which  flows  sometimes  over  the  rough 
stones,  at  others  over  a  silvery  sand,  but  ending,  after  all, 
in  the  boundless,  fathomless  ocean,  I  was  surprised  to  hear 
a  soft  and  melodious  voice,  which  replied  to  me  in  other 
verses  of  the  poet  of  Schiraz ;  the  sense  of  which  was,  that 
love  equalises  everything — ^rank,  age,  and  beauty.  The  singer 
was  my  host,  who  played  on  the  guitar  like  a  Castilian, 
although  he  had  his  gauntlets  on  his  hands.  He  begged  I  would 
allow  him  to  join  me  in  a  duet;  and^  makmg  a  more  open 
declaration  than  he  had  hitherto  done,  he  asked  me  if  I  should 
have  any  objection  to  unite  my  fate  with  his ;  **  for,"  he  added, 
*'  what  charms  me  in  you  as  much  as  your  wit  and  beauty,  is 
your  modest  and  prudent  demeanour*  Of  all  the  faults  in 
women,  I  hate  the  most,  indiscretion  and  curiosity.  I  have 
strong  reasons  for  doing  so,"  he  added,  with  a  deep  sigh. 
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I  thanked  him  for  the  good  opinion  he  had  of  me,  addmg 
that  whataooTer  might  he  my  imperfections,  I  was  asaiuredlj 
neither  cnriooB  nor  indiscreet. 

**  Wdl,"  he  aaid,  **  if  yon  would  he  content — ^if  yon  eonld 
he  content  iriih  what  yoa  see,  and  I  will  tell  yon,  nothing  can 
oppose  onr  onioD*  I  am  the  last  son  of  the  King  of  the 
Baakirs.  The  Lesghis,  a  Tartarean  race,  hare  deprived  him  of 
his  dominions,  hat  they  have  not  penetrated  to  this  property, 
which  he  settled  upon  me.  If  they  came,  I  would  make  them 
repent  of  thmr  temerity.  Yon  may  judge,  from  the  manner  in 
which  I  pinned  the  leopard  who  would  hare  devoured  you, 
that  I  hare  no  fear  of  man.  This  castle  is  mine,  as  well  as 
the  eztensire  domain  around  it.  You  know  my  character  and 
my  disposition.  As  to  my  face,  I  have  overpowering  reasons 
for  not  showing  it  hefore  a  lapse  of  ten  years.  If  you  will 
deign  to  accept  me  as  a  hushand,  yon  must  |MX)mlse  not  to  ask 
me  to  ahridge  that  period,  nor  even  question  me  relative 
to  this  matter,  which  is  a  painful  one  to  me,  and  renews  the 
remembrance  of  deplorable  circumstances  which  I  would  fain 
efface,  and  dare  not  disclose.'* 

The  qualities  and  accomplishments  of  the  Prince  of  Bascheria 
had  made  an  impresnon  on  my  heart ;  besides,  I  was  indebted 
to  him  for  my  life ;  and  then,  moreover,  I  had  no  other  means 
of  displaying  my  gratttade,  and  I  therefore  accepted  his  offer 
under  the  sole  condiUon  that  he  should  grant  protection  to  my 
son,  the  young  Prince  of  Trebizonde,  should  he  reqoire  it ;  and 
this  he  promised  to  me.  I,  for  my  part,  undertook  never  to 
seek  to  penetrate  the  secrets  which  he  desired  to  pTeserve,  and 
the  union  took  place.  '^ 

He  made  me  magnificent  marriage  presents,  and  all  the 
wedding  ceremonies  took  place  in  the  usual  way ;  only  When 
hed'^time  came  I  saw,  with  amazement,  that  he  kept  on  ev^arf 
piece  of  his  armour,  except  hb  sword  and  i^urs,  which  he  took 
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off  before  he  got  into  bed.  I  made  no  remark  at  the  first,  but 
when  we  became  a  little  more  familiarised  I  begged  to  know  of 
him  why  ho  continued  to  wear  this  very  embarrassing  and 
remarkably  inconvenient  style  of  night  dress. 

**  If  you  will  not  disclose  your  features,"  I  said  to  him, 
<'  wear  a  mask  instead  of  this  helmet  with  the  Tiaor  down,  and 
lay  aside  this  very  disagreeable  cuirass ;  or,  without  taking  these 
precautions,  put  out  the  lamp  that  illumines  the  chamber." 

The  Prince  of  the  Baskirs  replied,  in  a  tone  of  some  severity, 
that  I  ought  to  abstain  from  such  requests,  which  he  considered 
as  a  beating  about  the  bush  in  order  to  discover  his  secret ;  and 
he  continued  to  wear  his  military  costume  as  though  the  enemy 
were  at  his  castle  gates. 

This  was  the  only  altercation — slight  indeed — ^that  we  had 
during  the  first  month  of  our  marriage  ;  and  my  husband  testi* 
fied  so  much  love  for  me,  that  it  was  evident  that,  if  he  had 
not  the  most  powerful  motives  in  the  world  for  refusing  me,  he 
would  have  been  but  too  happy  to  consent  to  my  desires.  I 
saw,  however,  and  with  pain,  that  he  was  not  perfectly  happy. 
Every  night  he  rose  two  hours  before  dawn,  left  my  apartment, 
and  only  returned  just  before  daybreak,  and  that  then  he  had 
in  his  hand  a  handkerchief,  in  all  probability  moistened  with 
his  tears,  for  he  heaved  many  and  very  heavy  sighs.  Somoo 
times  I  affected  to  be  asleep,  in  order  to  discover  something, 
and  ^en  I  only  heard  him  uttering  incoherent  phrases,  which 
bespoke  the  violent  chagrin  to  which  he  was  a  prey.  I  dared 
not  ask  him  any  questions,  but  I  was  uneasy»  and  my  mind 
greatly  distressed. 

One  evening  as  I  was  walking  in  a  melancholy  mood  on  the 
castle  terrace,  my  favourite  attendant^  who  appeared  really 
attached  to  me,  thinking  to  ascertain  the  cause  of  the  trouble 
in  which  she  saw  me,  said : — "  Can  it  be  possible,  madam,  aa 
they  say  at  the  court,  that  the  Prince  your  husband,  who  seems 
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to  be  80  tenderly  attached  to  you,  and  moreoyer  so  recently 
wedded,  has  abready  another  amour  ?  It  is  incredible — ^yet 
they  do  say  that  he  goes  every  night  into  the  subterranean 
caverns  of  the  donjon  keep,  and  such  visits  are  highly  bub* 
picious.  Moreover,  can  it  be  true,  as  I  have  been  assured,  that 
a  very  handsome  female  is  shut  up  there  ?  somebody  told  noid 
he  had  seen  her  through  the  gratings." 

These  words  made  a  deep  impression  on  me.  I  had  repressed 
curiosity,  but  I  could  not  resist  jealousy,  and  I  resolved  unhesi- 
tatingly to  clear  up  my  suspicions.  The  waiting-maid  who  had 
excited  me  supplied  me  with  the  means  on  the  following  night. 
I  rose  as  soon  as  my  spouse  had  left  my  apartment  as  usual, 
she  preceding  me  with  a  dark  lantern.  After  making  many 
turnings  and  windings  we  reached  a  small  cell,  whence  we  could 
see  what  was  passing  at  the  lower  part  of  the  donjon  keep« 
There  I  beheld  a  spectacle  which  filled  me  with  horror,  and  has 
left  an  ineffaceable  imprint  on  my  memory.  A  female,  still 
lovely,  although  indescribably  thin,  had  fastened  round  her 
body  a  heavy  iron  chain  ;  by  her  side  was  a  man,  or  rather  a 
spectre,  of  most  hideous  aspect,  whose  pitiless  looks  struck  me 
with  horror.  At  this  moment  the  door  of  the  dungeon  opened, 
and  I  saw  the  Prince  of  the  Baskirs  appear,  without  his  sword, 
and  his  head  hanging  down. 

'<  Tou  have  kept  us  waiting  to-day,''  said  the  infernal  jailer ; 
**  if  that  happens  again  I  shall  have  to  fetch  you  myself." 

The  Prince*s  only  reply  was  a  heavy  sigh,  as  he  mournfully 
undid  the  fastenings  of  his  helmet,  and  when  he  had  taken  it 
off  I  saw  he  had  the  head  of  a  monkey !  I  remained  mute  and 
thunderstruck  with  horror !  As  he  put  off  his  different  pieces 
of  armour,  I  saw  he  had  nothing  of  a  man  but  the  voice :  all 
liis  body  was  hairy,  and  his  slender  legs  were  put  in  a  kind  of 
boots  to  imitate  the  calves  of  legs ;  he  had,  too,  an  immense 
tail,  longer  in  fact  than  his  entire  person.     What  a  situation 
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for  an  unhappy  princess  who  has  reigned  over  powerful 
dominions,  and  whose  beauty  has  been  celebrated  in  many 
courts !  What  an  extent  of  humiliation  and  degradation  !  She 
who  had  refused  so  many  powerful  princes,  to  find  herself  the 
bride  of  a  monkey !  I  do  not  know  how  it  was  I  did  not  die 
On  the  spot,  of  shame  and  confusion.  What  increased  my  grief 
was,  that  I  bore  in  my  bosom  the  pledge  of  this  monstrous  love. 
The  mischief  was  irreparable,  and  my  regrets  could  in  no  wise 
change  my  wretched  situation.  However,  I  must  relate  the 
Conclusion  of  this  horrid  adventure.  When  the  prince  ape 
had  taken  off  his  clothes,  the  jailer  tied  him  to  an  iron 
ring  attached  to  the  wall  opposite  to  the  miserable  female, 
so  that  he  turned  his  back  to  her  ;  and,  making  her  approach, 
he  seized  her  with  the  left  hand,  whilst  with  the  other 
he  grasped  the  monkey's  tail,  and  using  it  as  a  whip,  he 
scourged  her  soundly  on  the  back.  The  wretched  creature 
shrieked  loudly,  and  her  cries  would  have  affected  any  person 
but  this  pitiless  tiger,  who  paused  at  times  ;  but  it  was  only  to 
Bay,  **  Those  who  presume  too  much  on  their  own  strength,  are 
scarcely  less  culpable  than  they  who  commit  premeditated  faults." 
And  he  then  began  again  with  such  fury  that  her  shoulders 
were  a  mass  of  bruises  :  I  do  not  know  what  was  the  end  of 
this  scene  of  horror,  my  strength  failed  me,  and  when  I  recovered 
my  senses,  I  found  myself  in  my  apartment,  to  which  I  had  been 
conveyed.  I  learnt  that  the  Prince  of  the  Baskirs  was  danger- 
ously ill,  and  soon  afterwards  a  letter  was  brought  to  me 
couched  in  these  terms  :— 

'*  Madam,  you  are  now  aware  of  the  secret  I  sought  to  ccm- 
ceal  from  you  :  you  think  you  have  grounds  of  complaint  against 
me,  and  yet  it  is  you  who  have  caused  your  own  and  my  misery. 
If  you  had  kept  your  engagement  and  the  solemn  promises  you 
made,  not  to  seek  to  pluck  out  the  heart  of  the  mysteiy  which 
my  present  situation  rendered  necessary,  the  term  of  the 
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enchantmeiit  under  wUch  I  groaned  would  have  arriyed,  I  ahould 
have  resumed  my  original  form,  and  jou  would  not  hare  had  to 
Unsh  for  your  husband.  Your  imprudent  curiosity  has  rained 
all ;  I  cannot  humiliate  myself  by  appearing  before  you,  now 
you  know  the  eondition  to  which  I  am  reduced  ;  and  although 
you  would  receire  me  as  a  husband,  it  would  be  impossible  for 
me  to  profit  by  such  favoarable  feelings.  I  feel  that  the  fatal 
blow  is  struck,  and  death  is  about  to  put  an  end  to  my  misery* 
Farewell  for  eyer.*' 

The  reading  of  this  letter  affected  me  sensibly :  I  felt  that 
the  Prince  of  the  Baskirs  had  really  grounds  for  reproaching 
me,  and  that  if  I  had  had  the  strength  to  resist  perfidious 
suggestions  and  my  over-fatal  jealousy,  I  should  have  contrived 
to  live  peaceably,  and  we  should  have  speedily  attained  the 
destined  term ;  I  vainly  tried  to  console  myself  by  thinking  that 
a  thousand  women  in  my  place  would  all  have  committed  the 
same  fault ;  I  desired  to  go  and  beg  pardon  of  the  dying  prince, 
but  he  would  not  allow  me,  without  however  ezhiUting  any  anger 
against  me ;  he  even  left  me  his  estates  when  he  was  dead,  and 
when  I  had  paid  him  all  funeral  honours,  I  determined  to  go 
and  consult  the  great  Caramoussal,  of  whom  I  had  heard  in  my 
travels,  to  demand  his  protection  for  the  unborn  being  I  dared 
not  to  call  my  child.  Having  used  the  utmost  speed,  I  reached 
his  abode  in  the  eighth  month  <^  my  pregnancy ;  he  consulted 
the  book  of  fate,  and  th^i  declared  that  it  depended  on 
myself  to  bring  forth  a  creature,  who  should  be  neither  quite  a 
man  nor  quite  a  monkey,  or  to  divide  bis  life  into  two  portions^ 
dining  which  he  shodd  be  by  turns  man  and  monkey;  Z 
resolved  qn  the  latter  arrangement,  and  you  have  all  seen 
under  what  a  hideous  covering  the  youngest  of  the  Facardins 
was  bom  ;  but  you  do  not  yet  know  how  greatly  the  noble«> 
ness  and  elevation  of  his  mind  have  recompensed  me  for  the 
draw-back  of   his  face  and  figure*    From  his  cradle    the 
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£»Te  of  glorj  was  his  raling  passion,  and  instead  of  jumpng 
and  skipping  about,  like  the  juvenile  animals  of  bis  i^eies. 
Lis  greatest  pleasure  has  been  in  reading  serious  books, 
or  the  ccHkTersation  of  highly  inteUigent  and  educated  persons. 
He  was  about  eighteen  years  of  age  yrhen  a  Calendar; 
who  arriyed  from  Astracan,  stopped  at  our  castle.  He  expa- 
tiated with  much  emphasis  on  the  wonderful  beauty  of  Mous- 
selina  the  Serious,  and  the  recital  fired  the  youthful  imagination 
of  my  son,  who,  howeyer,  by  no  means  concealed  from  himself 
the  disadvantageous  appearance  he  should  present  to  ^e  prin- 
cess ;  but  he  desired,  at  all  events,  to  satisfy  his  curiosity  and  see 
-with  his  own  eyes  whether  renown  had  not  exaggerated  her 
charms.  I  did  all  in  my  power  to  restrain  him,  even  so  far  as 
refusing  him  an  equipage  suitable  to  his  birth  and  condition  ; 
but  he  set  out  in  spite  of  my  vigilance,  and  going  from  forest 
to  forest,  reached  Astracan,  which  he  entered  by  night  for  fear 
of  being  seized  upon.  At  daylight  he  climbed  up  one  of  the 
trees  of  the  royal  palace,  hoping  to  see  the  princess,  who  was 
the  object  of  his  long  journey,  but  she  did  not  appear.  E[e 
only  saw  the  king,  her  father,  on  the  terrace.  My  son  over* 
heard,  at  this  nKsnent,  two  archers  of  the  guard,  who  were 
talking  together  at  the  foot  of  his  tree,  of  a  frightful  conspiracy 
against  the  life  of  the  good  King  of  Astoican. 

''My  arrows,"  said  one  of  them,  ''are  poisoned,  and  I  only 
await  a  favourable  (^portunity  to  let  one  of  them  fly." 

The  noble  monkey,  who  was  more  agile  than  even  those  of 
his  kind,  lightly  descended  to  earth,  took  one  of  the  arrows 
from  the  quiver  of  the  treacherous  soldier,  and  leaping  on  the 
terrace,  laid  it  at  the  king's  feet,  writing  on  the  gravel  at  the 
same  time  ^poisoned  arrow,*  and  then  pointed  towards  the  two 
archers,  who  had  no  idea  of  escaping.  They  were  arrested, 
confessed  iheir  crime,  and  the  whole  court  re-echoed  with  the 
praises  of  the  sage  monkey*    The  princess  expressed  a  desire 
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to  see  him,  and  eyen  offered  him  a  wahiui,  which  he  accepted 
wiih  respectful  gratitude.  He  found  that  all  they  said  of  the 
princess's  great  heauty  was  (contrary  to  usual  report)  true,  and 
then  conceiyed  a  passion  for  her  which,  in  all  prohability,  will 
only  end  with  his  life  ;  but,  at  the  moment  he  was  in  despair, 
and  by  a  singular  caprice  of  fortune,  the  torments  he  experienced, 
differing  so  totally  as  they  did  from  those  of  the  other  suitors, 
were  not  the  less  terrible.  In  fact,  the  cruelty  of  their  adored 
ones  are  what  loyers  usually  dread,  whilst  the  caresses  of  the 
infanta  of  Astracan  almost  drove  my  son  to  despair.  He  felt 
that  they  were  bestowed  on  a  vile  animal,  under  whose  similitude 
he  appeared,  and  from  which  it  was  impossible  to  distinguish  him. 
Still  he  lost  no  occasion  of  paying  his  addresses  to  her  ;  and 
as  they  had  assigned  to  him  apartments  with  the  first  valet  of 
the  king,  he  presented  himself  regularly  in  the  ante-chamber  of 
the  princess,  and  followed  her  when  she  went  abroad,  carrying 
her  fan  and  gloves  ;  but  he  exhibited  remarkable  discretion  in 
his  conduct,  always  refusing  the  state  presentations  which  were 
offered  to  him.  It  was  even  noticed  that,  when  she  went  to 
bathe  in  the  river  which  ran  through  the  park,  he  stayed 
behind  the  first  clump  of  trees, — a  modesty  which  greatly 
amused  the  maids  of  honour  ;  and  it  even  passed  into  a  proverb 
— "  Modest  as  the  Great  Monkey." 

It  was  at  this  epoch  that  the  King  of  Astracan  decided  on 
sending  to  the  enchanter  Caramoussal,  the  embassy  of  which 
you  have  no  doubt  heard.  It  was  never  understood  why  this 
monarch  sent  three  hundred  monkeys  in  the  suite  of  the  ambas- 
sador. Politicians  exhausted  themselves  in  conjecture,  in  order 
to  explain  this  determination,  and  some  carried  their  temerity 
so  far  as  to  say  that  it  was  to  be  attributed  to  mere  fancy  ;  a 
mode  as  brief  as  disrespectful  of  penetrating  the  resolutions  of 
great  princes,  whose  motives  are  almost  always  misconstrued 
or  perverted  by  the  vulgar.    Be  this  as  it  may,  the  King  of 
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Astracan  being  determined  to  send  a  great  number  of  monkeys 
to  the  Enchanter  of  Mount  Atlas,  it  was  natural  that  he  should 
choose  mj  son  as  leader  of  the  troop.  He  conducted  himself 
in  this  delicate  mission  with  all  the  wisdom  and  good  sense 
which  characterises  him,  and  if  he  could  not  establish  thorough 
discipline  amongst  such  determined  and  practical  marauders, 
his  personal  conduct  at  least  deserved  the  most  decided  esteem* 
He  was  seen  gravely  seated  on  his  elephant  (when  not  occupied 
in  writing  dispatches  for  the  Court),  occupied  in  the  study  of 
books  of  morals  or  histoiy.  However,  towards  the  end  of  the 
journey,  the  anguish  he  experienced  at  finding  himself  at  such 
a  distance  from  his  beloved  and  beautiful  mistress,  who  had 
promised  to  write  to  hiid,  and  did  not  keep  her  word,  threw 
him  into  a  deep  melancholy,  and  he  passed  whole  days  in  tears, 
which  acquired  for  him  the  cognomen  of  the  Sorrowful  Ape. 
The  satraps  who  were  alive  to  his  great  merits,  made  many 
useless  attempts  to  sooth  his  chagrin,  and  frequently  mingled 
their  tears  with  his ;  but  their  anxiety  attained  its  utmost 
height  when  on  quitting  a  certain  forest,  having  called  over  his 
troop,  he  suddenly  disappeared.  My  son,  uneasy  as  to  his 
fate,  had  hastened  ahead  of  the  procession  in  order  to  consult 
Caramoussal  secretly,  and  the  Enchanter  sent  him^  as  he 
usually  did  all,  to  the  grotto  of  Mount  Atlas.  There  extra* 
ordinary  adventures  befel  him,  for  the  old  woman  with  the 
spinning-wheels,  who  was  usually  so  free  to  all  the  world,  sent 
him  away  contemptuously ;  whilst  on  the  contraiy,  the  nymph 
.with  the  steel  bow,  who  had  so  disdainfully  repulsed  the  hand- 
some Facardin,  my  second  son,  made  the  tenderest  advances 
to  this  one.  Such  caprices  were  then  common  amongst  the 
fairer  sex,  who  seldom  give  way  so  much  in  this  our  time.  It 
appears  that  this  lady  was  fascinated  not  only  by  the  wit  and 
natural  graces  of  my  son,  but  by  his  facility  in  bending  the 
bow  she  presented  to  him.     He  would  not  probably  have  been 
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inaensible  to  hex  elumnB,  bad  aot  tluNW  of  Moom^ha  tbe 
S«riMs  made  ao  de^  ma  inproiocoii  on  hiB  Iteart.  I  do  not 
kiMHT  tlie  afteiifioe  by  whuk  b»  obtained  from  ber  tlie  me  of 
her  bonr  and  arrova  to  aase  tiie  avamoi  wlueh  Oaramonssai 
iiifocaMd  bim  waa  ni  gtvsl  danger.  He  reached  fortimtrtelj 
at  tbe  important  mormnt  when  eertain  limis  and  eertam  tigerd 
were  about  to  make  dire  alan^iter.  Every  arrow  slew  one  of 
these  terrible  anixBAb*  Mj  son  futbluily  retumed  to  tbe 
nysaph  the  bow  and  qiuTer,  aaad  tiien  went  to  the  Enchanter 
Caramonaaal^  entseating  him  to  shorten,  by  the  ex««iae'  ci  his 
aarty  the  period  oi  the  enehantment,  wbieh  prevented  him  from 
appearing  mnder  his  natural  form.  We  met  at  Monnt  Athis^ 
whither  I  had  betaken  myself  in  order  to  obtam  information  of 
him.  We  found  Caramoaasal  very  busy  stitching  together, 
with  a  diamond  needle  and  invisible  thread,  the  eztensiTe 
mouth  oi  a  young  man  whose  arm  was  in  a  sluig,  and  who 
had  been  ft)r  some  time  a  boarder  with  him. 

''  I  am  freqioently  oompeyed,"  ho  said  to  us,  **  to  repair  the 
folHes  of  my  bretiiren.  The  Prince  whom  you  see  had  been 
izansformed  into  a  lion,  by  a  crud  fiury,  and  under  that  form 
he  fought  with  the  {^acardm.  of  Mount  Atlas,  who  cut  off  his 
paw.  A  clumsy  boteher  of  a  magician  to  whom  he  applied 
has  restored  him  to  human  shape,  but  was  unable  to  contract 
his  mouth,  so  that  he  could  find  no  one  to  many  him,  although 
he  is  a  ren&aricably  good  catch.  If  his  arm  does  not  soon 
recoyer,  I  shall  send  him  to  the  mineral  waters  of  Barege, 
whidi  I  hope  will  restore  him  to  his  original  sound 
condition." 

When  Caramoussal  had  concluded  his  operation,  he  was 
kind  enough  to  conduct  us  in  person,  on  his  flying  car,  to 
Astraean.  You  know  the  rest,  as  you  have  seen  the  marvellou? 
termination  of  this  adventure.  However,  you  are  probably 
ignorant  that  the  worthy  Enchanter  directed  his  attention 
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to  repairing  the  dusaeter  vLich  liappen^  to  Mousaelina's 
shifts.  If  he  could  have  got  the  three  spindles  together, 
nothing  would  have  heea  easier ;:  in  three  moments  he  would 
have  spun  sufficient  to  hafe  mado  the  wedding  rohes  of  all  the 
brides  in  the  world,  and  still  have  had  enough  left  to  complete 
the  great  ladder  whose  base  is  at  the  sea  shore,  and  whose 
top  reaches  the  summit  of  Mount  Atlas  !  But  of  all  complete 
spinning-wheels,  the  only  one  in  his  possession  is  that  which 
the  crocodile  had  on  his  snout  when  he  fought  with  Grystal- 
lina's  genie.  At  the  moment,  when  inflated  with  his  victory,  he 
was  off  his  guard,  a  small  Triton,  in  the  shape  of  a  shark, 
sent  by  Oaramoussal,  gulped  down  the  spinning-wheel,  and 
conveyed  it  to  his  master ;  and  the  Enchanter  made  use  of  this 
to  spin  soma  thousand  ells  of  a  certain  species  of  asbestos, 
which  is  found  in  Caucasus,  and  which  is  not  only  incombustible, 
like  other  substances  of  this  kind,  but  has  also  the  pr<^erty  of 
extinguishing  anything  that  is  on  fire.  With  such  shifts, 
Moussellina,  who,  like  many  other  ladies,  has  the  dangerous 
habit  of  going  too  close  to  the  fire  in  winter,  is  under  no  dread 
of  being  caught  by  the  flames. 

I  cannot  conclude  these  memoirs  without  expressing  my 
regret  that  this  incomparable  princess  could  not  ensure  the 
happiness  of  each  of  my  four  sons,  who  were  all  worthy  of  her 
by  their  good  qualities  of  mind  and  body.  May  my  tenderness. 
Prince  of  Trebizonde,  and  that  of  the  loyely  Dinarzade,  be  your 
recompense ! " 

When  the  Prince  of  Trebizonde  had  finished  reading  these 
memoirs  of  the  Princess  his  mother,  the  Sultan  of  the  Indies, 
who  had  been  asleep  for  a  good  quarter  of  an  hour,  awoke  and 
said : — 

"  All  this  is  very  credible,  only  I  do  not  quite  understand 
how  the  monkey's  tail,  which  flogged  the  female  in  the  cavern, 
could  excite  the  laughter  of  Moussellina  the  Serious  ;  but  in  all 
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stories  I  ever  heard  or  read,  there  are  things  which  I  could  not 
always  clearly  explain." 

«  For  me/'  said  Dinarzade,  *'  I  should  like  to  know  what 
fault  this  poor  woman  had  committed,  and  why  she  had  heen 
condemned  to  so  extraordinary  a  punishment.  I  presume  that 
the  Prince,  who  was  the  instrument,  was  even  less  guilty  than 
she,  hut  yet  was  not  altogether  innocent.     I  presume  also  — *' 

"  Pray  presume  hye  and  hye,"  said  the  Sultan,  ringing  for 
his  chief  eunuch,  in  order  to  rise. 

**  If  the  Princess*is  curious,"  said  the  Prince  of  Trehizonde, 
**  and  your  Highness  would  learn  the  details  of  this  adventure, 
I  can  obtain  them  from  my  mother,  who  will  send  them  from 
Demerara  by  an  early  post.*' 

**Wo  shall  see,"  replied  the  Sultan,  who  was  for  the 
moment  wearied  of  story-telling,  and  made  a  sign  to  the 
prince,  who  retired.  As  for  himself,  the  Sultan  of  the  Indies 
rose,  washed  himself,  breakfasted,  dined,  supped,  and  the 
people  of  India  blessed  the  benignity,  glory,  and  sagacity  of 
his  government. 


C0NCLU8I0H  or  MOMS.  DE  LEVu's  SSQIJEL. 


ZENETDA. 

9  Cale* 


To  Madame  de  P    *    *    *. 

Madame,  you  demand  from  me  a  long  letter,  with  particular 
details  of  our  court,  and  I  hasten  to  comply  ;  I  trust,  to  your 
satisfaction.  I  will  not  talk  to  you  of  the  situation  of  the 
place — with  that  you  are  well  acquainted  ;  but  with  all  its 
magnificence,  it  is  of  all  the  residences  in  the  kingdom  that 
which  is  the  least  suited  to  us,  for  the  chateau  has  so  few  con- 
veniences, that  there  are  only  thirty  or  forty,  including  priests 
and  Jesuits,  who  have  apartments  here.  A  chapel,  two  oratories 
in  the  body  of  the  building,  a  parish  church,  and  a  few  conyents 
in  the  outskirts,  these  are  all  the  places  we  possess  for  our 
devotion.  This  is  not  enough  ;  and  on  a  summer's  day  one 
may  easily  pay  them  all  a  visit,  together  with  the  small  vicar- 
ages appending  thereto,  before  sunset.  It  is  true  the  view  is 
enchanting,  the  walks  delicious,  and  the  air  so  pure,  that  you 
may  eat  four  meals  a  day.  This  is  more  than  we  want  by 
one-half,  and  we  should  be  very  much  better  near  some  marshy 
spot,  where,  always  enveloped  in  a  dense  fog,  the  edges  of 
our  senses,  as  well  as  of  our  appetites,  might  become  more 
blunted.  Do  not  suppose  we  are  so  vivacious  here  that  we 
cannot  endure  it ;  that  is  not  what  I  wished  to  say,  and  you 
ivill  very  soon  see  that  by  the  life  we  lead. 

Although  there  are  several  of  our  ladies  who  could  please 
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the  most  fastidious  taste,  and  amongst  this  small  number 
beauty,  attraction,  wit,  and  good  sense,  shine  forth  in  all  their 
splendour,  yet  it  must  be  confessed  that  this  does  not  apply  to 
the  other  sex.  We  hare  scarcely  amongst  us  men  enough  of 
any  distinction  to  form  the  establishment  of  the  Prince  of 
Wales.*  The  others  consist  of  oertam  minds,  whom  example 
has  not  rendered  hypocrites,  persons  of  a  somewhat  contemp- 
tuous character,  but  also  much  despised  here,  and  better 
known  elsewhere. 

Our  occupations  appear  serious,  and  our  exercises  very  Chris- 
tian, for  here  there  is  no  quarter  shown  towards  those  who  are 
not  half  the  day,  or  at  least  affect  to  be,  at  prayers. 

Conmion  misfortune,  which  lasually  binds  together  ihose 
whom  it  perseeiites,  seems  to  haye  spread  discord  and  spleen 
amongst  us ;  the  friendship  which  kt  outwardly  expressed  is 
frequently  feigned;  while  the  hatred  and  envy,  which  are 
concealed,  are  always  sincere ;  and  whilst  they  offer  up  a 
public  prayer  for  their  neighbour,  they  tear  him  quietly  to  pieces 
in  j»iyate. 

Tenderness  of  heart,  whic^  of  all  weaknesses  is  unquesliion- 
ably  the  most  «xetisable,  passes  here  fer  the  least  innocent. 

As  to  gallantry,  it  reigns  here  nearly  on  the  same  principle 
as  in  the  Amadis  ;  we  see  it  burst  suddenly  forth  in  some 
wonderful  adventure,  or  else  people  begin  by  marrying,  and 
then  ape  amorous  or  gallant  at  leisure.  Does  not  this  bring 
to  your  mind  Don  Kyrie-Eleyson  of  MontairboB,  or  Palmeron 
of  Oliva,  and  the  Infanta  Archidiana,  whose  eldest  son  offici- 
ated at  mass  -on  their  wed(fing-day  ?  But  to  return  to  our 
abode,  where  love  is  proscribed,  and  where  a  dedaration  iroxM 
make  everybody's  hair  stand  on  end. 

*  Charies  Edward,  eldest  Ben  of  'tke  Tefugee  KSng  Barnes  11.,  ytho 
liymg — ^wbere  be  atftorwaapds  ^ied^-st  St  «Gi«nxuEiiis,  near  PaeuL 
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O  tkoii  ctf  Cjklmea  bom ! 

Wliote  &tal  Ikwb  may  none  dwdaiD^ 

£'ea  here,  Itehold  thy  power  imshoni 

Where  only  dullness  seemed  to  reign, 
^ese  gloomy  precincts  hrightest  eyes  illume^ 
And  he  who  for  their  hrighteeBS  pines  in  Tsin, 

Of  love  iint»M  must  Utl  the  paaiy 

And  with  a  twofold  flamey  conaomeu 

For  who  may  ne*er  to  hope  presume^ 
But  sighs  encumher'd  hy  a  heavier  chain. 

Than  here  is  fonnd,  thy  vast  empire 
Boasts  none  «•  lair,  nor  with  sndi  perik  fraught ; 

N«M  who  such  ardevtr  may  inspim : 

None  mth  a  deeper  loia  djatcaught. 

If  you  ask  in  what  part  of  Saint  Germains  all  this  is  to  ho 
found,  I  should  not  he  emharrassed  to  point  out  the  heauties : 
I  should  find  it  far  more  difficult  to  produce  the  lovers,  yet 
I  do  know  some  of  this  species. 

What  a  sad  use  we  are  compelled  to  make  of  what  fortune 
offers  to  us  in  our  exile,  in  order  that  we  may  hotter  support 
it.  The  reflections  I  dwelt  upon  these  latter  days  have  filled 
my '  mind  with  the  hlue  deyils,  and  to  dissipate  them  I  went 
into  the  garden.  There  was  a  f^te  there,  and  unfortunately 
the  hourgeoisie  had  taken  possession  of  every  walk  with  their 
dirty  ours,  ugly  hrats,  and  hushands  more  ugly  than  their 
^ives.  I  moved  away  from  this  ignohle  crowd,  and  sought 
refuge  on  the  terrace.  You  know  there  is  nothing  in  the 
world  more  superh,  more  spacious  than  this  vast  promenade  ; 
yet  there  was  not  space  on  this  day  for  me  and  my  chagrin, 
for  I  first  encountered  a  little  Jesuit,  a  great  hand  at  conversion, 
between  an  EngEsh  grenadier  and  an  English  dragoon  (both 
deserters  by  the  way),  who  appeared  to  me  more  faithful  to  Calvin 
than  to  the  Prince  of  Orange,*  for  the  good  father  excited  him- 

•  "Wiffiam  m. 
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self  in  yain  with  the  fenroar  of  his  exhortations  ;  in  vain  did  he 
endeayour  to  prove  to  them  '  in  choice  Italian '  that  the  Pro- 
testants of  IingUnd  were  damned.  I  saw  plainly  that  his  per« 
Bnasive  powers  were  of  none  effect,  and  that  it  required  some 
money  to  perfect  the  conversion.  A  little  farther  on  I  saw  a 
very  worthy  fellow,  not  destitute  of  wit,  hut  I  avoided  him,  for 
as  well  as  heing  a  great  disputant  on  ancient  and  modem 
politics,  he  is  always  accompanied  hy  two  tall  greyhounds,  who, 
as  far  off  as  they  can  discern  an  acquaintance,  dash  towards 
him,  and  jump  on  his  shoulders  hy  way  of  greeting.  God 
assoilzie  the  soul  of  Monseigneur,  the  late  Archhishop  of 
Paris,  who  occupied  one-half  of  the  terrace  with  his  chariot 
and  eight  horses — ^himself  occupied  hy  *  *  *  *  ♦  and  fol- 
lowed hy  his  tall  and  tawny  Moor !  I  escaped  with  a  low 
reverence,  which  the  worthy  prelate  did  not  see,  so  full  of 
meditation  was  he  for  the  service  of  the  king  at  the 
assemhly  of  the  clergy.  I  was  heginning  to  thank  Heaven 
that  the  rest  of  the  terrace  was  free,  when  suddenly  I  heheld, 
emerging  from  the  forest,  the  most  cruel  and  most  difficult  to 
he  avoided  animal  I  know — a  widow,  whose  husband  died  of 
apoplexy  in  the  king's  service,  and  who,  with  a  train  of  black 
serge,  sweeps  &om  morning  till  night  the  galleries  of  the 
ch&teaii,  and  the  avenues  of  the  garden,  asking  for  a  pension, 
or  trying  to  find  some  one  who  knows  somebody  who  is 
known  to  some  lady  who  will  confess  that  she  is  one  of  the 
favourite's  friends,  to  obtain  her  protection.  I  remembered 
the  trouble  I  had  had  one  day  to  get  rid  of  her  when  she  had 
hooked  me  by  the  button,  and  I  had  recourse  to  the  only 
means  left  to  me  in  this  moment  of  urgent  peril,  and  choosing 
the  lowest  spot,  I  threw  myself  from  the  terrace,  and  descend- 
ing a  narrow  and  precipitous  path,  I  only  turned  round  wheu 
I  felt  I  was  free  from  interruption  in  the  midst  of  those  deli- 
cious meadows  which  border  the  river.     There  it  was  that 
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i  met  with  the  most  singular  adrenture  which  was  ever  heard 
of.  I  will  teU  it  you,  madam,  but  I  entreat  of  you  not 
to  mention  it  to  any  person  until  I  have  had  the  honour  to 
speak  with  you  Upon  it* 

It  was  in  the  loyeliest  season  of  the  year,  and  I  breathed 
freely,  secure  from  impertinent  intrusion ;  but  my  ill-temper  had 
not  wholly  left  me,  and  I  was  in  a  mood  to  cavil  with  every- 
thing. '*What!"  said  I  to  myself,  as  I  walked  slowly  beside 
the  margin  of  the  Seine;  ''it  was  in  this  spot,  now  &o  wild, 
that  the  loveliest  court  in  ihe  world  came  in  bygone  days  to 
display  its  magnificence  and  gallantry !  What  a  solitude  I 
What  ignoble  objects,  instead  of  hunting-grounds  and  prome- 
nades such  as  I  have  seen!"  I  paused  here,  and  looking 
contemptuously  on  the  stream  as  it  flowed  onward,  "Who  would 
believe,"  said  I,  "  tlftit  this  miserable  river,  which  has  not  a 
mouse  moving  on  its  banks,  has  passed  through  the  capital  of 
Prance,  and  touches  within  four  feet  of  the  palace  of  the 
greatest  monarch  of  the  world?  This  is  the  spot  where  so 
many  lovely  creatures  have  bathed — ^yes,  that  identical  spot, 
where  that  rogue  of  a  stable-boy  is  swimming  his  jaded  horses." 
I  felt  outraged  at  such  profanation,  and  savage  with  the  poor 
river.  I  changed  my  style,  to  enhance  the  vigour  of  my 
invective.  Indignation,  as  you  know,  inspires  poetry  as  well 
as  love^and  thus  did  I  assail  the  river : — 


Thou  sad  and  solitary  Seine  ! 

More  spleen  provoking  are  tby  lonely  slioTos, 

Than  e*en  ihe  Terrace,  on  whose  level  plain, 

Care  stalks  escorted  by  a  train  of  bores. 

Thy  banks  can  boast  no  gayer  scene, 

Than  "wretched  herds  in  patches  scattered, 

Attended  by  some  village  quean, 

With  wooden  shoes  and  garments  tattered, 
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WImw  irild  wad  mAmAtAf  kf 

!■  amwexed  \f  her  fniaftiiig  diMEges ; 

While  down  tly  itEeam,  in  proud  aaxy. 

Float  two  or  three  old  wom-oat  haiges; 
Where,  midst  the  cojm  stor'd  up  in  heaps. 

The  mouse  her  little  household  keeps ; 

Or  'brnfiy  mij-  pfeler  to  fz 
Her  qnrlers  on  »  waflgoB-loMi  «f  stidok 

Biiier  I  whose  puosy  dwindling  flood 
^  The  summer's  parching  h«kt  so  drains^ 

Scarce  of  their  element  enough  remains 

To  keep  afiye  thj  finny  hrood ; 

Is  it  not  tiiou  whom  capiliTe  w«  heMd, 

When  imxter^B  fiozen  sEma  -dry  waTes  unfoliU 
The  squalid  shepherd  haunts  thj  hanks  alone ; 

Or  the  dull  ass,  to  cool  him  in  the  stream  : 

The  meanest  brook  were  a  far  nobler  theme^ 

Adieu  old  Stream,  adieu !  decrepit  crenel 

After  niterinif  thb  complaiiifc,  I  was  moTiBg  awsj  from  the 
banks,  when  aaddenlj  tlie  surfaee  of  tiie  river  became  troubled; 
althougk  there  waB  not  a  breatb  of  air  to  disturb  it ;  a&d 
after  two  <h*  three  roUing  wayes,  I  saw  somethiitg  rise  from 
tiie  stream,  which  at  first  alarmed  me  eensiderably ;  bat  aa 
soon  as  I  was  sisffieientlj  recovered  from  my  surprise  to  fix  mj 
eyes  en  k,  as^(»u8fameiii  and  admiration  saeceeded  to  my 
affiright— 

I  saw  in  woman*s  shape  arise, 

Above  the  surface  ef  the  'wave, 

The  loveliest  £Drm  e^er  Na^tuse  ga.f«         ' 

Te  dazzle  wondering  mortal's  ef  ea. 
Nought  from  her  snowy  Gbarms  to  screen  m^ 

Down  to  her  waiat  they  atood  con&flg'd ; 
And  now  I  douht  not  you  have  gness'd 

The  nymph  I  've  painted  to  he  VetaaM»- 

But  of  my  atory  hear  the  vest: 

Her  parted  lips  were  coral  red, 
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Aid  sboiiv'd  not  teelk  but  m  bnglit  vow  of  pmlB ; 
Dack  as  the  ikmoi  'veare  ker  curk. 

While  Floca'a  brightetfc  tiiuU  ]ier  cheek  o'eispread. 

Confoa'd,  scarce  knowing  what  to  aay, — 
**  Whee'er  thou  art/'  I  cried,  "  O  beauty  rare, 
FonnM  by  iifay  ebaran  all  Tnortal  hearts  to  snarey 

ExeoM  »y  igBoraaee  I  l^ray. 

Nor  kimy  awkwardneai  diatrMi  yav, 

But  tell  me  bow  I  ahonld  address  you/' 

The  fair  one,  after  coughing  thrice^ 

Warbled  a  few  wild  notes  or  two. 

To  -try  the  compass  of  her  voice; 

Then,  witheut  -any  arare  ado, 
Bst  !■  «  TMce  BO  tondbiiig  aogd  d^ktiU, 

Had  any  happened  to  be  by. 
An  opera-Binger  would  have  look'd  quite  spitefuly 
Said  in  E  flat :  «*  What !  don't  you  know  me  ?" 

•  That  yon  *ie  a  Syren/*  answered  I, 
*  Yovr  Toiee  and  figure  plainly  ibow  me  ; 

But  what  in  HeKwn  here  kas  brought  you  \  ** 
*<  No !  "*  said  the  nymph,  <^  I  'm  goddess  of  the  Seine  ; 
And  you  will  smile  perhaps  when  I  explain 

The  reason  why  I  now  haye  sought  you. 
The  fact  is,  having  a  few  words  to  say, 

As  towards  Poissy  I  was  wending, 
I  just  popped  in  upon  you,  on  my  way." 

^  Madam^  you  'xe  much  too  condescending  I^ 

But  allow  me  to  remain  penvaded  fhat  yon  are  anytliing  but 
what  you  declare  yourself  to  be.  I  well  remember  in  the  pro- 
logue of  some  opera  to  have  seen  the  nymph  of  the  Seine 
holding  a  conyersatiou  wkh  the  Tuileries,  and,  with  all  defer- 
ence to  you,  1^  had  a  very  differant  eoBtuineu  She  wore  a 
remarkably  lofty  heeid-dreM,  eonfistiii^  of  feathers  and  stones, 
with  long  cfcsifl  TOadisng  afanost  to  her  knees.  In  one  hand 
she  held  a  fan,  in  the  other  a  handkerchief ;  the  body  of  her 
petticoat  fitted  yery  tight,  and  the  end  of  her  train  did  not 
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appear  on  the  stage  until  at  least  a  quarter  of  an  hour  after 
herself — so  magnificently  ir as  she  dressed !  And  here  jou  are 
as  naked  as  my  hand ;  not  that  I  find  any  fault  with  that,  for 
I  dare  wager  that  what  remains  concealed  of  you  is  not  the 
handsomest  portion  of  your  figure,  and  that  the  water  hides  a 
certain  length  of  fish's  tail,  which  is,  I  assure  you,  not  much 
to  the  taste  of  the  individual  who  has  the  honour  of  addressing 
you.  No,  madam,  you  are  neither  more  nor  less  than  a  Syren, 
and,  as  a  proof,  you  can  only  express  yourself  in  song." 

I  saw  her  smile  at  these  words,  and,  hy  an  imperceptihle 
movement,  gliding  along  the  surface  of  the  water  as  if  she 
were  in  a  half-bath,  phe  reached  the  hank  on  which  I  was  sit- 
ting, and  I  saw  quite  close  a  bust  which  did  not  yield  for 
beauty  to  that  on  which  so  many  rhymes  have  lately  been 
bestowed.  I  was  about  to  retire  respectfully,  when,  making 
me  a  sign  to  approach,  and  leaning  towards  me,  she  said  in  a 
low  voice  and  with  an  air  of  mystery — 

"  Thoti  Yfho  countless  books  in  vain  Last  read, 

And  ne'er  couldst  hlgber  end  achieve. 
Than  firom  some  author  on  Parnassus  bred, 
A  few  old  scraps,  in  thy  discourse,  to  weave ; 
Who,  though  in  Helicon  sousM  over  head, 
Wouldst  &il  the  meanest  laurel  to  receive  ; 

Thou  whom  all  spirits  fill  with  dread. 

Yet  fearing  still  wilt  not  believe ; 
Who  with  contempt  to  look  on  me  art  led. 
As  some  show-monster  trick'd  up  to  deceive  4 
Thou  to  whose  heart  love's  shaflt  is  newly  sped — ^ 

**  Queen  of  a  stream,  whose  beauties  leave 
Fair  Loire  behind — jon  've  hit  the  mark,'*  I  said ; 

*'  But  who  could  all  this  knowledge  give  ?  ** 
These  banks/*  replied  the  nymph,  ^*  are  daily  haunted 

By  those  who  under  some  pretence 

Might  interrupt  our  coiiference ; 
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And  'tis  to  you  alone  the  &voar  's  granted 

With  demigods  of  having  audience. 
Beneath  the  wave  whence  you  heheld  me  riae^ 
With  crystal  arches  vaulted  o^er, 
A  grotto  deeply  huried  lies, 
Where  in  profusion  pearls  and  coral  red 
Its  liquid  portals  overspread. 
Where  boundless  art  and  riches  wed- 
But  follow  me — and  let  me  charm  your  eyes." 


"  I  am  quite  ready  to  believe,"  I  replied,  somewhat  sur- 
prised at  this  proposal,  ^<that  you  are  lodged  most  magnifi- 
cently down  below ;  but,  besides  that  I  am  not  fond  of  a  plunge 
in  the  water,  and  should  not  live  long  with  my  head  under  the 
stream,  as  I  have  occasionally  had  a  dip  in  your  watery  bosom 
— ^if  your  goddess-ship  had  paid  the  slightest  attention  to  me 
on  these  occasions,  you  would  have  perceiyed  how  unfit  I  am 
for  anything  when  I  am  wet.'* 

"  Well,"  she  said,  evidently  annoyed  at  my  refusal,  "as  it 
is  not  for  anything  that  concerns  you  that  I  have  appeared,  I 
must,  in  spite  of  your  incredulity  or  weakness,  have  some 
consideration  for  one  or  the  other,  and  acconmiodate  myself  to 
your  caprices.  What  I  have  to  say  to  you,  however,  must  be 
without  witnesses.  In  the  middle  of  this  field  there  is  a  kind 
of  rustic  grotto,  invisible  to  mortal  eyes — and  which  is  indeed 
but  a  mean  hovel  to  what  I  offered  to  show  to  you.  I  often 
retire  thither  in  the  very  sultry  weather,  when,  as  it  has 
pleased  you  to  say,  I  have  nothing  left  even  for  my  fish  to 
drink.     Will  you  not  grant  me  a  private  audience  ?  " 

At  these  words  she  flung  a  drop  or  two  of  water  on  my  eyes 
with  her  nuddle  finger,  and  seeing  that  I  shuddered : — 

"Do  not  be  afiraid,"  she  said,  " of  any  metamorphosis  ;  it 
is  only  a  slight  ceremony,  without  which  you  would  not  see  the 
place  we  are  going  to  1 " 
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As  sHe  spoke,  ske  eame  quite  wit  of  the  water ;  she  had 
nothing  on  hut  a  petticoat  of  the  slightest  poesible  material — ^a 
mere  transparent  gauze — and  the  moisture  made  it  cling  so 
closely  around  hor,  that  she  might  as  well  hare  heen  without 
it.  I  saw  quite  distinctly  the  whole  form  of  her  hody ;  hut 
although  it  was  perfection  its^  in  shape  and  grace,  the  only 
feeling  it  inspired  me  with  was  admiratieiL   I  said  to  myself, — 

These  deities  a£fbrd,  I  thought. 
An  unrabitantial  kind  of  pastmie  ; 
Like  vuMqiureutei,  a  hiid  much  sought 
B7  dainty  Catholies  in  fiiat  time. 
And  eyen  the  most  straightlj  hiced 
Might  gaze  on  nakedness  so  chaste : 
Whiter  than  snow  appeam  the  channel^ 
Whiter  than  snow  and  no  lAat  warmer  ; 
And  all  her  charms,  instead  of  pleasing. 
Leave  me  as  cold  as  any  fish : 
Her  very  hlood,  I  trow,  is  freezing ; 
She  is  indeed  a  lenten  dish. 

nhilst  this  idea  ran  through  my  mind,  I  thought  I  was  trans- 
ported hy  some  enchantment  to  a  palace,  the  most  magnifijoeot 
and  agreeahle  in  the  world*  Novelty  and  good  taste  were 
displayed  in  its  architecture,  as  well  as  in  the  foontainB  and 
garden  m  the  midst  of  which  it  was  situated. 

**  What  I  ^  said  I,  "  have  we  come  three  leagues  ahready — 
hare  we  reached  Trianon  in  an  instant  ?  " 

She  did  not  condescend  to  reply  to  me ;  but,  as  if  she  had 
pity  on  the  meanness  of  the  thought,  she  shrugged  her  iTOiy 
shoulders,  and,  smiling  disdainMly,  beckoned  me  to  enter  into 
a  closet,  decorated  with  all  that  antiquity  and  modem  time 
haye  produced  that  is  most  rare  and  attractire,  and,  placing 
herself  in  an  attitude  of  repose  on  a  splendid  sofa,  compelled 
me,  notwithstanding  a  show  of  some  repugnances  to  take  a  seat 
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elose  to  ber ;  and,  after  looidi^  sft  me  T«rj  foedl j  lor  some 
tinM,  she  tkw  eomme&cod : — 
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^  It  is  bj  BO  means  chsnce  irhieh  lias  indmeecl  me  to  address 
yon,  stHl  les&  is  it  in  the  hopes  of  finding  in  your  mind  that 
easy  credulity  which  can  he  made  to  svaQow  anything'.  I  rather 
suspect  yon  of  leaning  to  the  other  extreme  %  hut  as  I  know  you 
hare  not  so  malieious  a  disposition  as  is  generally  attributed  to 
ytm,  and  hare  sufSci^it  memoiy  to  forget  nothing  that  is  im- 
portant in  my  recital,  I  will  only  request  your  attention,  pro- 
Tided  that  you  make  such  use  as  I  desire  of  a  histoiy  which 
is  not  a  mere  inrention,  nor  related  merely  to  amuse  you. 
The  adrentures  are  of  yery  ancient  date,  it  is  true,  and 
.ay  seen,  to  yo,  purely  Saginar,;  but  whether  you  he- 
lieve  them  or  not,  is  not  of  the  slightest  consequence,  pro- 
Tided  you  recollect  them.  You  know  well  enough  when  to 
hold  your  tongue,  or  rather,  you  are  not  naturally  loquacious, 
and  this  is  what  I  require  ;  'for^n  what  I  hare  to  relate  to  you 
there  are  some  things  to  excite  your  curiosity,  and  others 
which  will  seem  opposed  to  probability.  Allow  me  to  put 
you  on  your  guard  against  one  or  other,  and  to  impose 
on  you  from  this  moment  unbroken  silence,  for  you  are  no 
longer  allowed  to  mix  your  conyersation  with  mine  ;  and  the 
leas  word  you  say  to  interrupt  me,  I  shall  yanish  from  before 
your  eyes.  I  shall  therefore  anticipate  your  wishes  by  com- 
mencing with  some  reference  to  myself. 

"  I  am  not  what  I  appear  to  you ;  I  have  not  always  been  what 
I  now  seem  to  be,  but  I  shall  endure  to  the  very  end  of  the 
world.  You  haye  already  witnessed  some  of  the  effects  of  my 
power,  which,  although  it  is  limited,  is  yet  more  extensive 
than  that  of  mortals.     Hear  me  without  dread.     What  you 
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have  heard  that  passes  for  fabulous  amongst  you,  as  regards  the 
Cabalists,  is  neither  entirely  true,  nor  altogether  imaginary ; 
for  it  is  proved  that,  in  the  expanse  of  the  air,  in  the  bosom  of 
the  earth,  and  the  depth  of  the  waters,  there  are  certain  intel- 
ligences which  partake  of  human  nature,  principally  in  their 
constancy  to  malignity ;  and  these  inrisible  beings,  instead  of 
regulating  the  elements  in  which  they  dwell,  frequently  cause 
the  disorders  which  are  remarked  therein ;  for  earthquakes, 
floods,  storms,  whirlwinds,  and  other  outbreaks  of  nature,  are 
caused  by  their  caprices,  and  not  by  those  natural  causes 
which  your  philosophers  have  only  mystified  in  their  attempts 
to  explain.  Nevertheless,  it  is  not  without  the  consent  of 
a  superior,  limitless,  eternal,  and  incomprehensible  power,  that 
they  dispose  of  the  destiny  of  things  below ;  but  it  would  be 
only  in  the  first  instance  to  distract  your  attention  were  I  to 
expatiate  more  upon  this  point ;  yet  I  have  alluded  to  it  thus 
briefly,  purposely  before  I  commence  my  history. 

''  I  have  been  for  some  time  past  amongst  the  number  of 
these  genii ;  but,  0  Heaven  !  how  fatal  to  me  was  the  adven- 
ture which  conferred  on  me  thisispecies  of  immortality,  and  how 
many  a  pang  of  sorrow  does  it  cost  me  each  time  the  cruel 
remembrance  occurs  to  my  mind!  " 

At  these  words,  raising  her  eyes  to  Heaven,  she  heaved 
many  sighs  ;  and,  in*  spite  of  all  her  efforts  to  restrain  them^  I 
saw  tears  flow  down  her  lovely  cheeks,  and  fall  on  her  snowj 
bosom  so  unaffectedly,  amidst  the  most  touching  silence,  that  I 
really  was  as  nigh  as  possible  keeping  her  company.  She  soon 
recovered ;  and,  having  proved  to  me  by  a  tender  look  that  she 
was  not  insensible  to  my  sympathy-— 

"  Reserve,"  she  said,  "  this  kind  display  of  feeling  for  the 
conclusion  of  my  narrative.  You  will  find  in  it  enough  to 
exercise  all  your  pity  ;  and  yet  I  pray  of  you  to  receive  the 
unreserved  communication  I  am  about  to  make  to  you  as  to 


ZENETDA«  289 

who  I  am,  as  you  ought:  desenre  it  by  your  diBcretion. 
Whether  you  believe  what  you  will  soon  hear,  or  may  take  me 
and  my  history  for  illusions,  remember  that  you  will  not  do  well 
to  abuse  a  confidence  you  will  find  so  advantageous  to  yourself.** 
'  On  these  words,  after  having  looked  at  me  for  some  time 
with  great  stedfastness,  she  drew  nearer  to  me,  and,  pulling 
one  of  the  longest  curls  of  my  peruke  towards  her,  in  order  the 
moreclosely  to  whisper  in  my  ear,  I  was  compeUed,  in  spite  of 
my  extreme  respect,  to  lean  upon  her  in  a  very  familiar  manner. 
Her  cheek  touched  mine,  and  seemed  to  me  to  glow  with  a 
lively  animation  wholly  different  from  that  insensibility  I  had 
accused  her  of  communicating  to  me  when  she  left  the  water. 
Her  breath  was  pure  and  fresh  ;  and  this  divinity,  whom  I 
had  suspected  of  being  rather  marshy,  did  not  smell  of  the 
swamp  the  least  in  the  world.  Why  am  I  not  allowed  to 
reveal  all  she  said  to  me  in  a  secret  conference  which  I  could  have 
wished  longer  ?  But  at  last  she  appeared  to  grow  weary,  and 
let  go  her  hold  of  my  peruke, 

"I  should  feel  too  much  constraint,"  she  said,  **were  I 
thus  to  continue  my  narrative.  Let  every  body  quit  the  apart- 
ment, and  leave  us  alone !  '* 

I  turned  round,  and  seeing  no  one  in  the  room,  believed  the 
order  was  addressed  to  me,  and  rising  immediately — 

"  Sir,"  she  said,  **  do  not  stir.  I  was  speaking  to  certain  of 
my  waiting-women  who  were  chattering  in  that  flower-vase 
yonder  on  the  mantel-piece.  I  am  not  waited  on  by  fairies," 
she  added,  observing  that  I  smiled ;  "  those  three  flies  who 
are  now  on  the  window-pane  are  the  maidens  of  whom  I 
spoke.  You  will  see  them  by  and  by  under  a  more  agreeable 
figure." 

The  maids  of  honour  then  flew  away,  and  their  mistress 
thus  continued  her  recital : — 

**  I  have  not  the  power  of  actually  reading  hearts,  but  I  knoyr 
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neaffy  all  thimglLts  hj  the  Boidcn  or  Tiefent  moTememto  irhick 
joj,  terror,  hatred,  or  lore  «Jwite.  A.  eertua  aninber  of  geaq, 
mibjeet  to  my  ^wiM,  inform  ine  «f  <all  (tluii  oeoocs  thMiiglMiit  a 
iride  distriet ;  Vnt  wy  «npire  iuks  its  lunita.  I  make  Uwsq 
giiberdmale  «prites  take  jny  shape  I  cheoae,  4Bkd  ihnwgk  ihielr 
ninifltry  1  kn<^,  for  imtaaoe,  aU  that  passes  At  jtmr  nmstt,  moA 
iSbe  Me,  eharaotar,  mnd  disposition  of  tiioie  who  ^VMnpeae  it ! 

•*  An  agreeable  hadget !  ^'  md  I  to  njsdi;  <<  and  Ji^ 

«<  Silence!"  sbe  exokaned,  ^«iid  listen  4o  sue*  Jt  ia 
QsnaDy  in  the  ^shape  of  Aies  that  my  emissanes  make  their 
obscrrfttiens  ;-'-*4iiey  are  foicker  ahoat  Ibeir  work*  «ad  exsnte 
less  attention  ;  therefoe  yon  may  he  -assuned  that  those  ^very 
troaVlesone  ffies  who  eene  ha<^  tftie  more  obstinately  whea 
they  are  driren  :«way,  are  nothing  more  than  spies -of  this  imL 
Bat  my  nde  does  not  entikire  all  the  year. round  ;  for  as  soon  as 
the  swallows  .^disappear,  I  am,  as  it  were,  qmte  annihilated, 
and  I  do  «>t  know  what  heoomes  of  me  mitil  their  return .; 
then,  without  any  conBciousness  on  n^y  part,  I  £nd  myself  Just 
as  I  was  before.  This  is  a  slight  ri&etch  of  what  I  am.  I 
mnst  now  inform  you  ^^lat  I  waa.  Remember,  I  again  warn 
you,  whilst  you  are  listening  to  a  recital  which  is  lo^g  and  f ulLof 
extraordinary  events,  that  you  must  not  on  any  aocount.  inter- 
rupt it.     It  is  twelve  years  since  I  arrived  at  the  •oonrt  of " 

At  these  words,  pladng  her  finger  on  her  mouth  «t  the 
tnoment  I  was  about  to  intermpt  her — 

'** Eeware !"  >die  ^xelaimed :  ''this  is  the  last  time  I  will 
gifve  you  any  wanung.  I  was,*'  she  continued,  ''&baat  twenty 
years  of  age  when  the  ambassador  of  Childeric  oonduoted  ma 
to  Troyes,  Htuai  the  eapital  of  the  new  dynasty  of  the  Fr^ieh  ; 
but  in  order  that  you  may  clearly  understand  all  coneemiag 
my  ndiventuNs,  I  must  ^ve  you  an  abricjgment  of  all  liiat 
occurred  from  the  foundation  of  Idiat  monarchy  until  thd 
present  period.    You  know  that  Pharamond  yw&  the  first  King 
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his  j^oal  jEuvne,  iiowe^ec,  mqui  MclladMvdk  ;  ami  if  your  mIm 
of  Jiim  be  tmiomiMe  tombeA  vaammeB  have  Mkied  to  jmi, 
<kr  ^Mffl  w«ve  seidciis  mten,  jon  i^  find  &  go«d  de«l  io 
vnteani  in  TeferenM  io  bui  athrantwos,  liis  «luu»etf^,  jumL 

^^.MeHw^TwHs,  qrlioQi  I  ^v31  hoif^eper  'Oiil  PkaraiaoDd,  tn 

«nier  tliait  juar  •ears  waaf  aot  i»e  jihoeked  «t  ^hU  baibarow 

aune,  waa  dietedjof  Pethe-Pi^re,  a  wild  pkee  existing  att  thai 

^M^addy  nod  mbalktted  %  bri^anday  who  radioed  with  iiupunky 

«U  titef  letiiad  ^vttaker  iihaQ  themfieliTOB.     Pbaramoad,  at  their 

ImukU  pvoitiog  hj  like  diaordeia  and  jwvdation  that  threaitesied 

tibd  Biamam.  emfisfe^  ibn&ed  ideaigas  Teiy  aweh  bejoid  hia 

atacaigth«  aM&ongh  Bot  heyand  Ids  maoAikkm.    The  iiape  of 

bootj,  and.  liie  -fdeaauEaB  <i£  a  hfee  Hfe,  had  :bo  iaeNiaBed  hia 

falloweis,  ithat  he  quitted  his  mooataios,  Tudbed  down  wpoa 

iUaatia  like .«  torreat»  and  h&ykkg  xays^ed  that  eoiiBtrj,  orosBed 

the  Bhkie,  peaetiwtaBg  £ar  iato  f  raacoma.     Se  ihero  foaod  » 

eeztavi  AaeariiSy  who,  Iblkiwiiig  the  aane  oaune  as  himsel:!^ 

ceidd  m>t  hear  any  '  ikal  near  the  throae^''  that  is,  with  the 

idea  of  eBtahlishing  JbaaiSQif  in  ik/aae  caBtoos.      He  drove 

Pharamond  back  across  the  Rhine,  who  after  having  TamLj* 

tried  to  seize  on  the  baake  ioif  the  mer  en  this  side^ieiFe&tually 

eataUu^d  ymself  in  the  eoimtrj  between  Lorraaae,  Pxamdie* 

Gomt^,  and  Gksynpagne,  of  wfhkh.  he  made  a  laeile  «onifaeat* 

Gondieehey  Ae  most  powerfnl  of  aJl  the  heads  of  theae  cant<»ia« 

w&s  occupied  in  strengtheittDg  hia  positami  in  Bargimd  j,  whieh 

he  had  wvested  Iram  the  Remans ;  and  ao  far  from  of^alag 

himself  io  the  aettdiag  of  PJiaraaaaad,  he  prefecred  him  as  a 

BeighboQr  to  snoh  eneniiefi.    Be  soon  repented  ef  ihe  aasiatanoe 

he  had  given  ham*    S^^ieo,  the  ehaolste  nder  of  the  westeca 

empire,  in>con8eq«iexH2e  cf  the  weakness  of  Honorias,  begiBBiag 

to  he  alaimed  lat  the  insnrreetions  he  had  himsdf  caissed  In 

v2 
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order  to  render  himself  necessaxy,  sent  fresh  legions  into  Gaul 
to  quell  the  murmurs  which  his  conduct  had  excited*  Curioy 
who  commanded  them,  attacked  Gondiochd,  as  yet  but  inse* 
cnrelj  established  in  his  new  dominions,  and  pressed  him  so 
sererely  that  he  was  forced  to  shut  himself  up  in  the  capital 
of  the  Burgundians,  whilst  Pharamond,  whose  assistance 
he  had  vainly  implored,  in  his  tum»  did  not  give  himself 
the  slightest  trouble  to  come  to  his  rescue.  He  sent  to  reproach 
him  with  his  ingratitude  for  the  last  time,  and  now  sought 
only  to  defend  to  the  last  something  in  his  eyes  more  precious 
than  his  kingdom,  or  even  his  life,  which  was  at  that  moment 
in  keeping  within  the  ramparts  of  Dijon.  Pharamond,  who  had 
given  the  Romans  time  to  expend  their  forces  in  accomplishing 
the  ruin  of  his  neighbour,  feared  that  they  might  turn  their 
arms  against  him  with  similar  success,  if  he  allowed  them 
entirely  to  subdue  him.  Leaving  to  his  son  Clodio  the  follow- 
ing up  of  those  conquests  he  had  commenced  on  the  borders  of 
Champagne,  he  collected  all  his  powers,  advanced  against  the 
Bomans  by  forced  marches,  surprised  them,  and  having  seized 
on  their  camp,  their  surprise  was  so  complete,  and  the  result  so 
bloody,  that  the  only  prisoner  they  made  was  the  imfortunate 
Curio. 

**  The  victor,  laden  with  the  spoils  of  the  Romans,  entered  tri-' 
umphantly  into  the  city  he  had  just  delivered,  surrounded  by 
eagles  and  the  fasces,  and  dragging  at  his  heels  the  Roman 
general  laden  with  fetters.  The  suddenness  of  so  great  a  victory 
had  prevented  Gondioche  from  participating  in  its  results  :  he 
had  but  just  the  time  to  receive  the  conqueror  at  the  gates  of 
the  city.  Until  that  moment  the  praises  and  flatteries  of  the 
people  he  had  just  delivered  had  been  the  only  things  that 
occupied  his  mind  ;  but,  on  reaching  the  palace  of  Gondioche^ 
he  saw  the  lovely  Rosamond,  and  became  enamoured  of  her. 
This  was  the  invariable  effect  produced  by  a  beauty  whoso 
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memory  is  still  preserved  by  posterity.  You  will  see  presently 
how  far  in  other  respects  that  memory  is  worthy  of  such  immor- 
tality. Pharamond  addressed  her,  flushed  with  the  recent  glory 
acquired  by  the  defeat  and  shame  of  the  Romans.  What  a 
spectacle  for  a  mind  prejudiced  with  a  mortal  hatred  against  them ! 

*'  Rosamond  was  not  insensible  to  its  effects  :  he  appeared 
in  her  eyes  a  hero,  a  deity,  or  at  least  the  most  enchanting 
of  mortal  men.  He  was  small,  but  stout,  high-shouldered, 
and  of  short  stature,  with  long  arms  ;  his  countenance  was 
no  better  than  his  figure,  with  the  exception  of  a  mixture  of 
the  ferocious  and  the  dignified  in  its  expression  difficult  to  define. 
As  to  his  attire,  he  wore  a  turban  decked  with  three  cock's 
feathers  ;  a  cloak  of  green  cloth,  descending  only  to  the  waist, 
covered  by  a  leather  jerkin  of  the  same  length  ;  to  this  cloak 
Tvas  attached  a  hood  of  violet  velvet  hanging  between  ;  and  he 
also  had  small  chamois  leather  boots,  which  onlv  came  half 
way  up  his  leg. 

*' Ah  !  "  said  I  to  myself,  "little  Mellaubaudis  was  very 
elegantly  attired,  and  had  a  most  engaging  aspect  to  excite 
love  ;  and  Fair  Rosamond  could  not  ha^e  been — " 

**  Fair  Rosamond,"  continued  the  nymph,  (as  if  I  myself  had 
spoken,)  "was  charmed  with  him,  in  spite  of  the  ridiculous 
impression  you  may  receive  from  the  real  portrait  I  have  just 
drawn ;  and  the  mind  of  Pharamond,  very  susceptible,  despite  his 
ferocity,  could  not  see  such  a  perfection  of  charms  without  be- 
coming deeply  enamoured.  Gondioche  expected  as  much,  but 
had  not  anticipated  that  the  person  of  Pharamond  would  have  a 
fiimilar  effect  on  her ;  and  his  breast  heaved  with  grief  and 
jealousy,  whilst  a  desire  of  vengeance  rekindled  all  the  de- 
testation and  animosity  which  Rosamond  experienced  against 
the  Romans.  She  gave  full  scope  to  these  sentiments,  and 
said,  (whilst  she  gave  to  her  eyes  their  utmost  expression, 
und  turned  them  full  upon  Pharamond,) — 
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-  **  *  King  of  the  iVench,  erown  all  dkat  Rosamond  no>w  owes 
jou  in  return  for  libertj  and  li£»  by  *  gift  wliich  ti  ill  be  bo  lest 
agreeable  thaa either.  I  beg  the  Romaageneral  of  jo«.  Midte 
ne  the  arbitress  of  his  destinj/ 

*'  Pharamend,  who  had  himaelf  jjoat  surrendered,  could  hardly 
refose  to  deliyer  over  his  prisoner.  The  nnhi^py  Romm  was 
brought  in  ;  but  Gondieehe  could  not-  see  him  in  has  £oiloza 
condition  without  ordering  his  chains  to  be  taken  off. 

'*  *  Stay»  Gondieche  I '  exclaimed  the  haij^hty  Besamond. 
*  Ton  have  had  too  small  a  share  in  the  misfwtnnea  of  him 
who  placed  you  in  the  position  whence  yon  seek  to  extricate 
him,  to  haye  any  right  to  render  him  so  generous  a  service. 
Let  him  be  shut  up/  she  continued,  'in  the  dungeoiMK u»t3 
the  nature  of  his  punishment  shall  be  decided  on.' 

**  The  unhappy  Curio  did  not  belie  his  race,  but  suitaiaedhis 
disgrace  and  sentence  with  a  firmness  worthy  of  ancient  Rome, 
not  deigning  even  to  cast  a  glance  on  her  who  gave  thia  cruel 
mandate, 

"  Tournaments  and  banquets,  which  Fhanimond  loved  to 
excess,  were  the  evidences  of  the  gratitude  of  Gondioche  ;  but 
he  gave  them  with  repugnance  to  a  man  he  was  beginning  to 
detest ;  for  Rosamond  gave  him  more  cherished  proofs  of  her  gri^ 
titude,  and  was  at  no  pains  to  conceal  her  feelings.  Pharamond» 
master  at  the  court  of  Gondioche,  paid  no  attention  to  his 
presence ;  and,  unable  to  endure  this,  he  withdrew  under 
pretence  of  calling  his  troops  together. 

''  Still  these  two  lovers,  so  different  in  appearance,  but  so  aiike 
in  their  inclinations,  frequently  preferred  barbarous  sports  to  the 
gentle  dalliance  of  a  new-bom  flame.  The  luxury  of  the  Romanfl^ 
who  brought  with  their  armies  all  that  could  serve  for  pomp 
and  show,  had  supplied  them  with  gladiators :  they  content- 
plated  these  bloody  combats  with  delight ;  and  Rosamond  would 
never  have  been  satisfied  had  not  Fharamond  beea  iaforme4 
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tibst  tbej  liagd  also  ioimd  lions  and  tigevs  in  the  camp  o£  Cuzio. 
It  would  have  seemed  a«  though  the  m^aition  of  these  sarage 
bieasta>  had  aroused  all  the  cruelty  of  this  inhuman  females.  She 
aBttBfid delighted,  and  raising  her  eyes  to  heaven,  exclaimed:—*- 

*^  *  Ye  just  godis,  aecept  my  thanks  for  the  means  you  offer  me 
of  ftTengbg  the  deaih  of  those  so  dear  to  me«  Deliberatioa  is 
nft  longer  needful ;  and  happy  indeed  shall  I  be,  if  with  Curio 
I  eoold  immokte  every  Roman  to  the  manes  which  I  hope  to 
appease  by  this  sacrifiee  I  I  swear theyshould  perish  like  him» 
and  know  no  burial  but  in  the  entrails  of  wild  beasts.  Let  him 
know,'  she  added;  *  that  in  three,  days  he  shqll  be  exposed  to 
the  liona»  and  that  I  only  thus  delay  his  death  that  he  may  the 
longer  feel  all  the  horror  of  the  punishm^it  that  awaits  him.' 

^<  What  diabolical  fiend,"  said  I  to  myself^  ''  could  have 
possessed  this  fury  !  '^ 

''  I  woftt  tell  you,'"  eontinued  the  lovdiy  Naiad,  with  a  suile> 
*'  for  you  see  I  can  guess  pretty  accurately  what  people  are 
thinking  of  in  my  presence ;  but  I  must»  for  the  moment, 
leave  the  thread  of  my  stoxy  to  account,  as  far  as  possible,  foe 
the  cruelty  of  Rosamond; 

'<  She  was  Ate  s  daughter,  whohad  given  her  in  marriage  to 
Badagaisei  These  two  mssk  of  power  and  importance  in  that 
part  of  Craul.  whmh  runs  along  the  banks  of  the  Moselle,  had 
20u»d  it  against  the  Romans,  and  being  in  communication  with 
Treves,  had  tialUd  upon  Groadioche  to  join  them,  and  surprise 
tiie  cil^,  Tha  son  of  Stilieo  was-  tb^i  govexnor  of  those  pro^ 
vinces,  with  his  seat  of  rvde  at  Treves,  and  was  quite  ready  to 
earry  out  his  father's,  design  of  exciting  troubles  in.  this  portion 
of  Ihe  empire.  He  was  erueH  and  voluptuous,  qualitiea  which 
addom  fsiled  to  disgust  people  wii^  the  Roman  yoke»  Yet  as 
his  cruelty  and  violence  kept  him  on  the  alert,  and  made  him 
distrustful,  he  had  hit  spies  planted  ev^ywhere.  He  was 
aoofli  infonaed  of  all  that  was  g^ng  on  in  the  city,  and  ha^g 
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extracted,  by  the  application  of  torture,  a  rerektion  of  the 
whole  conspiracy,  he  prepared  everythmg  for  the  re<^eption  of 
Ate  and  Radagaise.  Deceived  by  signals,  they  eagerly  took' 
possession  of  a  gate  which  was  opened  to 'them,  and,  entering, 
first,  they  fell  into  the  hands  of  their  enemy.  They  were  seized, 
and  half  their  troops  haying  entered,  the  gates  were  shut  upon 
them,  and  all  being  slaughtered,  except  the  two  chieftains  and 
a  few  others,  they  rushed  out  on  the  rest  of  the  army,  who  were 
also  slain,  except  a  few  who  escaped,  owing  to  night  coming  on,, 
or  the  inability  of  the  murderers  to  pursue  them,  from  fatigue 
at  their  massacre.  Tet  the  cruelties  to  which  the  prisoners  soon 
saw  themselves  exposed,  gave  them  cause  to  envy  those  whom 
the  first  fury  of  arms  had  not  spared.  They  presented  them  for 
several  days  as  a  show  in  the  arena  before  the  Roman  soldiely, 
where  they  were  given  up  as  a  prey  to  wild  animals,  or  perished 
in  combats  as  gladiators  against  one  another.  Yet  although  the 
son  of  Stilico  doomed  daily  certain  of  these  miserable  victims  to 
horrid  deaths,  he  spared  Ate  and  Radagaise,  that  they  might 
return  to  Rome,  and  give  brilliant  testimony  of  his  victory.  Rosa* 
mond,  at  the  first  news  of  this  defeat,  had  felt  the  deepest  grief 
and  despair  ;  she  was  so  affected  that  she  did  not  fear  putting 
herself  into  the  power  of  the  most  violent  of  these  men,  in 
order  to  attempt  to  prevail  on  him  to  spare  them.  The  treat- 
ment evinced  towards  the  defeated  made  her  fear  everything 
for  those  who  were  authors  of  the  revolt.  She  had  just  mar- 
ried Radagaise,  and  was  violently  attached  to  him,  but  her  love 
for  her  father  was  still  more  excessive.  The  moment  she 
appeared  before  the  son  of  Stilico,  to  see,  love,  and  determine 
to  possess  her,  became  an  immediate  and  engrossing  idea  ;  he 
raised  her  up  from  his  feet,  where  she  had  thrown  herself,  and 
having  bestowed  some  moments  in  admiring  her  beauty,  and 
that  certain  respect  which  the  sex  conveys  when  it  possesses 
this  rare  advantage,  he  soon  informed  her  the  price  at  which 
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she  might  hope  for  the  lives  of  those  for  whom  she  had  inter- 
ceded. At  this  insult  the  haughty  Rosamond  felt  all  her 
detestation  increase,  and  she  hated  the  Roman  name  still  more 
hitterlj,  if  that  indeed  were  possihle  ;  and,  forgetful  of  the 
peril  of  those  she  adored,  she  gave  way  to  the  first  promptings 
of  her  indignation,  replying  to  the  Roman  only  hy  every  mark 
of  the  most  fierce  contempt,  which  served  only  to  rouse  his 
anger  and  augment  his  desires.  He  gave  her  the  remainder 
of  the  day  to  determine,  and  declared  that  the  least  repugnance 
she  might  evince,  on  the  following  day,  to  his  passion,  should 
be  the  sentence  of  her  husband  and  father,  whilst  she  was  at 
liberty  to  consult  them  both  on  a  resolution  which  was  by  no 
means  indifferent  to  them. 

'*  I  should  be  compelled  to  extend  my  narrative  too  much  were 
I  to  particularise  all  that  passed,  and  all  the  outpourings  of  grief 
and  affection  which  took  place  at  this  sad  interview.  The  fatal 
term  awarded  to  Rosamond  had  nearly  expired,  and  her  only 
resolution  had  been  to  die  with  those  she  so  fondly  loved  ;  an 
extremity  less  hard  than  that  of  living  and  being  separated  &om 
them  for  ever.  The  messenger  who  came  to  learn  Rosamond's 
last  decision  heard  nothing,  but  imprecations  against  his  master* 
At  this  reply  the  minister  to  the  governor's  will  ordered  the 
prisoners  to  be  stripped,  beaten  with  rods,  and  then  conveyed  to 
the  arena  and  cast  to  the  wild  beasts.  The  promptitude  with 
which  he  was  obeyed  gave  no  time  to  the  wretched  Rosamond  to 
consider ;  she  was  seized  by  soldiers,  that  she  might  be  compelled 
to  witness  the  punishment  of  the  two  persons  she  loved  dearer 
than  her  life.  Judge  of  her  feelings  when  she  saw  her  father 
and  husband  stripped,  and  on  the  point  of  submitting  to  an  igno^ 
minious  death.  She  could  not  endure  the  sight,  and  as  the 
executioneris  were  about  to  raise  their  hands  to  them,  she  cried 
out — '  Stop,  lead  me  to  the  tyrant !  '  At  these  words,  with-* 
out  thinkiug  of  anything  but  the  frightful  spectacle  of  a  punish* 
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mtttk  wiiOBe  yerj  ihou|^niade  her  treodile,  she  threw  hienni£ 
fake  tibe  asms  of  the  son  of  Siilioo,  harcQj  kiuowiog  what  Ao 
dkU  07  rufther  not  thmking  aajthing  infamous  ot  horrible,  hiBb 
the  state  ia  whieh  she  had  seen  aU  that  wa  deaorest  to  hex  on 
earth.  But  whilst  she  iock  a  part  so  odioiu  in  order  i»  ssiq 
^tkBOkj  the  Roman,  giTing  waj  to  the  tnuBpovts.  of  a  suecess  so 
wholly  mlooked  for,  neglected  to  smpettd  hb  firat  seulence^ 
and  the  miniatera  of  his  orders  too  anxious  to  execute,  thenik 
(Ud  net  leant  that  the  ttn£(»rtiuwfai  Rosamond  had  ohtamed  the 
pardsB  of  hex  father  aad  huahand.  They  were  both  rent  m 
pieces  hj  wild  beasts,  aflter  haTing  undergone^  aiUb  the  infamy  «f 
the  first  pumshment*  She  had  nol  the  time,  to  eontenqdate 
the  miserable  and  horrible  condition  to  which  she  waa  radueed 
en  hearing  these  fsseks, 

"  The  Roooan  garrisoo.  had  gone  out  to  see  the  Uoody  spee« 
tacle  in.  the  arena,  aad  dwiag  that  time  the  city,  risia^ 
ma8saa*ed  aU  the  Romans  who  ranained,  and  the  gc^emer 
himsdlf  only  escaped  by  hasty  flight..  GkxidiochQ  appeared  al 
this  moment,  and  finding  the  Roman  oohorts  ^deayonnng  to 
"forcfr  the  gates  of  the  city,  he  fell  nfkon  them,  cut  them  in 
pieces^  and  entering  the  eity,  gave  it  up  to  the  plunder  of  his 
troops;  o£  all  the  booty  only  reserving  to  himself  the  least  yalusK 
ble  portion.  Qe  married  the  outraged  Rosamond,  and  took  hoc 
to  his  oim  dominions*  Tbda  was  the  cause!  of  her  resentment, 
to  which  she  resolved  to  immi^ate  the  unfortunate  Curio,,  as  she 
had  sworn.  Fharamond  not  only  consented  to  this  cruelty,  bui 
a^auded  the  piety  with  which  she  avenged  the  deaths  of  her 
husband  and  father  on  an  innocait  man*— i^  who  had  so  wdQ^ 
recompensed  a  guilty  one.  .  Still  Gondioehe,  whom  they  had 
nearly  forgotten  in  the  delights  they  were  ezperleneing  in  love 
and  cruelty,  had  assaubled  aU  his  troops,  and  was  advancing  to 
punish  a  faithless  wife,  and  avenge  hims^f  on  a  perfidious 
goest,  who  had  only  suocoured  him  in  order  to  violate  the  nghbs 
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of  hospttalit^fr,  and  gire  la/vr  to  his  domiiidoiiB ::  but  Phsramcnvd^ 
m  every  ir&y  suceeasful  against  Ins  nral,  oir«rtiirew  his  troops^ 
](iUed  Mm  inth  Lis  cmn  hand,  took  possessioii  of  his  domimons-^ 
Iras  reeeiyed  b j  RosaiBOBd  as  if  he  had  trremphed  orer  her  moal 
xdortttl  enemies,  mad  with  the  same  hand  that  was  jet  reeking 
-with  the  bkKid  of  her  husband,  reeeired  hers. 

''  Wlnlst  these  things  were  passing  amongst  the  Burgundionff^ 
Clodio's  reputaties  extended  as  far  as  his  coocpests'.  He  had 
become  master  of  Chalosts,  Rheims,  and  Trojes,  and  had  under% 
taken  the  siege  of  the  strongest  plaee  occupied  by  the  Romus* 
So  much  gtdry  iMide  Pharamond  jealoios,  and  Rosamond  full 
el  raneoor  and  enry*.  She  had  just  giren  birtk  to  a  son — 
whose  parentage  being  doubtfal  between  Grondioche  and  Phaaro* 
moBd,  and  whidi  she  desired  to  be  heir  to  the  throne ;  in  order  to 
remove  the  legitimate  sueeesscr,  she  filled  Pharamond's  mind 
with  evil  impressoiis  and  every  kind  of  dark  suspicion.  Clodio 
received  orders  to  suspend  the  progress  of  his  arms  until  the 
return  of  his  father.  He  did  not  obey,  because  his  enemies 
"Were  preparing  suceomns  for  a. place  he  was  on  the  point  of 
taking.  He  took  it  by  assault,  and  his  sucoess  by  no  means 
diminished  the  amount  of  crime  imputed  to  his  disobediciiee. 
His  father  wns  coming  towards  him  with  rapid  Biarehes ;  this 
last  victory  increased  hia  Jealousy  ;  and  Rosamond,  who  eosi- 
tn)l]ed  his  mind  as  well  as  his  heart,  had  no  trouble  to  persuade 
him  that  a  young  iqntar^  pufied  up  with  glory  and  good 
fortune,  the  rising  mat  whom  the  people  and  soldiery  adof«d» 
and  who  already  felt  himself  authorised  to  disobey  his  ^Etiher 
and  king,  would  not  pause  here,  when  he  shouM  becomewrauy  of 
wailing^  for  the  crown*  Nothing  more  was  requisite  to  determine 
a  man  who  felt  himself  capable  of  tibe  ssone  feefing  and  designs 
of  which  they  accused  his  son.  Clodio^  however,  was  so  hr 
from  having  any  such  intentions,  that  he  quitted  the  army,  and 
hastened  to  meet  his  father^    What  was  his  suiprzse  wiien-  he 
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found  himself  arrested  bj  his  orders,  instead  of  reoeiying  the 
praises  and  caresses  he  anticipated.  He  spoke  in  his  own  justi* 
fication  with  so  much  grace  and  dignity,  that  Phanunond,  who 
could  not  refute  what  he  advanced,  seemed  as  if  his  distrust 
and  hatred  were  increased  by  his  very  innocence  and  the  injury 
he  had  done  him.  It  was  not  so  with  Rosamond :  her  heart  was 
changed  from  the  moment  he  appeared  and  spoke*  Her  weak- 
ness was  glory,  and  she  found  it  more  attractive  in  a  figure  like 
that  of  Clodio  than  she  had  done  in  Fharamond,  who  was  now 
hateful  to  her  ;  and,  as  impetuosity  ruled  every  movement  of 
her  heart,  she  resolved  to  get  rid  of  him,  not  reflecting  for  a 
moment  whether  or  not  this  would  lead  her  to  the  summit  of 
her  desires.  Fate  spared  her  this  crime,  for  Fharamond  died 
of  apoplexy  the  same  night ;  and  Rosamond,  urged  on  by  her  new 
infatuation,  and  full  of  confidence  in  a  beauty  which  hitherto 
nothing  had  resisted,  appeared  before  Clodio  with  every  charm 
with  which  she  could  invest  herself,  making  a  merit  of  disliking 
the  injustice  and  harshness  of  a  husband  who  was  scarcely  cold, 
in  order  to  give  a  value  to  the  eagerness  of  her  advances  to  the 
son,  as  evident  as  they  were  Hi-timed.  The  son  of  Fharamond 
gazed  on  her  with  admiration ;  but  ^e  horror  he  had  conceived 
at  her  cruelties,  the  report  of  which  had  reached  his  ears,  pre- 
served him  from  her  attractions,  or  rather  there  was  no  room  in 
his  heart  to  receive  the  impression  of  charms  that  had  subdued 
60  many.  However,  he  dared  not  see  her  again ;  and,  without 
punishing  her  with  the  severity  he  was  advised  to  put  in  force, 
and  which  all  the  ill  she  had  done  so  well  merited,  he  contented 
himself  with  shutting  her  up  in  the  wildest  spot  in  the  forests  of 
Ardennes,  where,  in  all  the  horrors  of  remorse  and  the  tedium 
of  a  protracted  imprisonment,  she  ended  her  days  miserably, 
little  pitied  in  the  last  misfortunes  of  her  life,  and  less  regretisd 
upon  her  death. 

''  Such  were  the  adventures  and  character  of  two  persons  of 
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unqae8tip'aaii)|e  fame  in  history f^  but  therein  described  in  a 
manner  rerj  different  from  what  I  have  just  told  jou.  As  for 
Olodioy  after  baying  confirmed  all  tbat  bis  father  had  usurped 
or  acquired  iii  Burgundy,  and  taken  care  that  Rosamond's  son 
should  never  be  in  a  position  to  dispute  the  succession  with  him, 
he  turned  bis  steps  and  his  thoughts  with  extreme  eagerness 
towards  tb&4»ty  of  Troyes.  He  did  not  long  remain  there  ; 
and  not  finding  any  employment  for  his  arms,  be  turned  them 
in  another  direction,  and  made  other  conquests,  which,  how- 
ever,  he  did  not  retain  tranquilly*  The  famous  ^tius,  the. 
Boman  general,  began  to  re-establish  far  and  wide  the  affairs 
of  the  Empire ;  and  Clodio,  the  most  powerful  of  those  who 
had  recently  established  themselves  on  their  ruins,  gave  way 
wherever  he  came  in  collision  with  this  great  captain.  He 
was  tempted,  however,  to  try  his  fortunes  near  Tongres, 
whither  he  had  pushed  his  conquests,  with  this  redoubtable 
enemy ;  but  fortune  was  so  hostile  towards  him  in  a  battle 
in  which  he  had  assembled  all  his  forces,  that  he  not  only 
abtodoned  the  field  to  the  conquerors,  but  the  greater  por« 
tion  of  the  territory  he  had  just  gained ;  and,  repulsed  within 
the  limits  of  his  first  dominions,  he  was  compelled  to  remain 
there  for  many  years.  It  was  during  this  peaceable  interval 
that  he  married  Clotilda,  the  daughter  of  Gondioche  and 
Eosamond.  She  had  none  of  her  mother's  qualities — ^but 
modesty,  gentleness,  and  the  absence  of  any  remarkable 
beauty,  succeeded  in  winning  the  regard  of  Clodio,  who  at 
this  period  seemed  to  fear  nothing  so  much  as  women  of  exces<^ 
sive  beauty.  This  had  not  always  been  his  taste*  Troyes,  one 
of  his  earliest  conquests  in  war,  was  the  sole  place  where  he 
made  any  in  love.  This  city  having  been  defended  to  the  last 
extremity,  refusing  to  accept  the  most  honourable  terms  of 
capitulation,  was  at  last  stormed,  and  Clodio,  in  the  boiling 
ardour  of  his  youth,  and  under  the  first  influence   of  anger» 
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had  reMlred  on  pattii^  all  t»  Sre  and  iword,  wlwrf  <Usrtiiifa; 
the  goyemor's  dai^ter,  foimi  fa^oor  in  ibe  m^Mf  «f  tki 
inttated  conqueror.     Bke  was  ftor;  lier  akin  was  daosltag, 
and  lier  fignre  tall  and  graeeM.   Whitet  in  her  featnres  slMma 
t31  the  adrantages  of  liyely  yontih,  tiiey  expressed  iimeecnea 
nnd  modesty.    The  tainid  gbmees  she  dared  «eC  east  at  Ofodia^ 
had  something  so  Tesy  seftemng  in  fheir  haa&stjt  that  Any 
obtained  what  they  asked,  and  what  i^j  did  fiet  ask.     Her 
life  and  liberty,  va&  these  of  tiie  people,  «n  the  pcmt  of 
undergoing  all  the  honors  of  war,  were  not  al  that  the  sen  of 
l%aramond  granted  to  her.     His  liispontion  im  natnraUy 
amiable ;  and  eoyered  with  so  nmeh  gloiy,  so  joong,  whad 
heart  conld  renst  him  ?    That  'of  Gerimde  4id  not  anmnder, 
howeyer,  for  a  long  time :  the  respeet  inseparable  from  true 
lore  was  mingled  in  all  the  proofs  of  his  affcctisn  whidi 
Clodio  erinced  to  the  modest  Gertrude.     The  4elieate  acra- 
pohmsness   of  her  feelings  oonld  not  allow  tiiat  he   slwiild 
vge  his  suit  by  any  modes  dSensiye  io  modeoty.     The  dia- 
proporiaon  between  their  butbs  and  positions  was  yery  great ; 
flrtill  the  nsiBtanoe  of  Oertrade,  fotmded  on  the  nobility  ef  her 
eentiments  and  the  austerity  of  her  yirtue,  stood  her  in  lieu  of 
an.     He  promised  to  marry  her  as  soon  as  he  ahooM  he  at 
fiberty  to  do  so  by  the  oonseiit  or  dealii  of  his  lial^ieE.    He  then 
net  out,  with  much  regret,  to  fresh  oonquests,  oarrying  with  him 
ms  the-sole fayonr  of  an  adored  mistress,  the  hofe  of  posaesaiag 
lier  by  l^kamate  ties,  and  all  that  tender  worda,  mghs,  and' 
tears  could  afford,  to  console  his  departare.     Geiimde  had 
iBppeared  at  the  summit  of  her  wishes  whei  her  lofer  had 
finafiy -declared  that  he  woidd  marry  her ;  ailibttered  her  tendar 
regard  for  him,  and  this  regard  was  not  inimioal  to  his  gloiy^ 
Howeyer,  in  the  midst -of  tins  hapfnness,  she  often  appoand 
Averwhdaaed  with  profound  -soivow ;    and  in  ikose  ^faaymw^ 
hmms  when  two  persons  who  mutually  love  loiget  in  eaeh  other 


ike  rost  of  tlke-iiwrikl,  \&  'deep  sftdnesB  de|Krsmd  her  jof  tiie  j&j 
ibat  i^he  would  hmve  •abseiked  hsr  faearL 

^*  Immecliatelj  Aat  CSIodio  had  departed,  indifferent  to  i^ 
homage  andrespeot  irliMdi  woiiU.  have  been  4uaeo»ded  to  Jaer  ^ 
lier  B0W  ifofrtuHB,  and  i&e  xmik  ior  irldch  ahe  was  deatiafidU 
she  napesed  «niMr8eif.ia''Mdmito3y  exile,  aad  onlj  soi^kt  tfai 
eeoret  pleasure  «f  iaei]^  irosfiiy  iif  what  she  refiiaed. 

**  Th&fe  wsLS  in  those  dagrs,  at  Troyea,  jua  eiitaaeiidiata]^ 
wiomaai,  who  passed  for  a  magieion.  Her  naine  waa. AJheAdde, 
Although  ;appai»iitly«she  was  £he  same  <Qf  whom  our  fwthcra 
and  traditieaB  make  so  nandi  Biesition  laider  the  Aane  of 
Melnsina.  For  my  part,  I  do  not  ic«oprehend  why  poatofi^ 
affects  BO  ;fre^iiendy  to  ehange  iihe  aaaBBB  ef  peraoes,  any  siore 
^boniiie  looahtyaoidouwHQSBtBnees  of  the  evesto  which  traditiaa 
buds  dosim  from  preeedizxg  itimes. 

*'  1Mb  femaSi^  jhad  fixed  her  a.b6de  est  an  i^iand  £9rmed  hj 
tai  vmbraachment  «£  the  iSeme,  two  leases  ahove  Troyes. 
Her  abode,  situated  ton  Ihe  ibank  of  the  river,  ^projeetod  on  a 
gallery  supported  by  marh&e  cohmms,  close  down  to  the 
water^s  edge,  and  beneath  were  places  commodiouBly  arranged 
£or  bathing.  Ji  garden,  £lled  with  enrioas  £owerB,  and  orna- 
mented with  the  ranest  plants,  always  very  cu*efally  -euliiVAtedy 
extended  along  the  ba&k.  ISheis  was  no  attempt  At  fi^g- 
nificenoe  ;  but  remarkable  arrangement  and  neatness  rendeced 
&e  whole  thing  delieiaiis  for  its  simplieity.  Ho  aen»jnt 
viable  throu^ioat  the  hooise  ;  yet  every  oenTenieiiee  4)f 
<was  there  to  be  fownd  ;  nor  was  it  possible  to  disoever  how  ar 
by  whomyou  wi»re  w^ted  on. 

It  was  in  jhis  enchanted  editude  that  Gkrtcude  aought » 
i^ge  from  the  world  during  ithe  ahsenoe  «f  her  krer ;  .afafi 
cefused  ail  iatten^bmoe  8»v«  that  of  one  of  her  women;  oiidA 
^iraliber  whom  i^  loved  ^tonderiy  was  the  «nly  person  who  waa 
permitted  tosee  her-.   AlboflMe  fdt  a  Imendsliip  for  the  £friher  of 
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her  hosteM,  It  was  reported  by  some  that  she  had  taught  him 
magic ;  others  held  that  their  comiection  was  of  a  different 
nature,  and  that  Gertrude  was  his  daughter.  This,  however, 
appeared  incredible,  for  AlboflMe's  appearance  presented  all 
that  is  most  defonned  and  repugnant  in  age  and  ugliness,  and 
no  one  had  erer  heard  it  said  that  she  had  been  otherwise. 

It  was  asserted  that  ehe  was  the  daughter  of  an  old  Druid^ 
yery  learned  in  astrology,  who,  upon  drawing  her  horoscope, 
had  discoTored  that  she  was  destined  to  surpass  all  her  sex  in 
beauty  and  in  lightness.  The  latter  was  considered  by  the  old 
gentleman  as  a  superfluous  addition,  and  accordingly  he  set 
to  work,  thumbing  all  his  books  oyer  again,  in  the  yain  hope  of 
discoyering  some  mistake,  but  he  always  found  the  same  thing ; 
tad  at  last  he  was  tempted  to  drown  the  future  beauty,  that  he 
might  be  spared  the  grief  of  seeing  his  daughter  reach  that 
extreme  point  of  coquetry  which  had  been  promised  her  by  her 
stars*  The  old  Druid  was  not  aware,  however,  that  the  light* 
ness  accorded  to  her  by  her  favourable  destiny  applied  only  to 
her  body.  So  perfect,  however,  did  this  beauty  grow,  that  all 
who  saw  her  were  lost  in  astonishment  at  so  much  loveliness ; 
but  none  were  so  profoundly  impressed  with  the  fact  as  herself. 
Her  father,  who  observed  this,  looked  upon  it  as  the  first  and 
natural  effect  of  her  destined  inclination  to  form  tender  attach* 
ments ;  and  wishing  to  turn  her  weakness  to  some  advantage, 
admonished  her  that  the  preservation  of  those  charms,  on  which 
she  so  fondly  doated,  depended  upon  her  cruelty,  and  that  if 
she  once  yielded  to  the  prayers  of  a  lover,  she  would  become  as 
hideous  as  she  was  beautiful.  Tho  only  way  of  avoiding  so 
terrible  a  misfortune  was  carefully  to  shun  the  approach  of  all 
men ;  and  in  order  effectually  to  avoid  their  influence,  she  was 
not  to  give  them  time  to  speak  ;  for  when  a  young  lady  ventured 
to  listen  to  them,  it  was  almost  impossible  for  her  not  to  believe 
all  they  said*     This  was  more  than  enough  to  persuade  one 
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^ho  already  de&pised  eyerybody  but  herBelf.  The  danger  witlr 
which  she  was  told  that  the  society  of  men  would  threaten  her 
charms,  inspired  her  witb  some  alarm.  In  vain  did  a  multi- 
tude of  lovers  daily  declare  their  passion  for  her  ;  in  yain  did 
the  echoes  unceasingly  repeat  her  name ;  and  in  vain  did  every 
tree  bear  it  engraven  on  its  bark  ;  nothing  moved  her,  save 
the  dazzling  gl&nces  of  her  own  eyes  ;  and  she  easily  managed 
to  rid  herself  of  this  army  of  admirers,  either  by  flight  or  by 
the  coldness  with  which  she  treated  them.  The  respectful 
lovers,  accordingly,  after  languishing  some  time,  quietly  died 
offy  after  the  usual  fashion,  and  gave  her  no  great  trouble  ;  but 
there  were  some  of  a  more  ardent  temperament,  and  others  of 
«k  more  importunate  disposition,  who  frequently  gave  her  occa* 
fiion  to  exercise  her  ingenuity. 

At  last,  she  grew  heartily  tired  of  nmning,  when  she  was  not 
disposed  to  take  that  kind  of  exercise,  and  of  being  persecuted 
by  rival  admirers  of  her  own  beauty,  when  engaged  in  contem- 
plating her  charms  reflected  in  some  tranquil  stream.  In 
disgust,  she  renounced  all  society,  and  gave  herself  up  entirely 
to  the  thankless  worship  of  her  own  person,  seeking  out  every 
retired  spot  where  she  could  indulge  in  the  undisturbed  con- 
templation of  herself.  Cupid  became  nettled  at  her  indifference, 
and  resolved  to  avenge  the  lovers  whom  she  had  abandoned,  by 
the  most  distressing  misfortune  that  could  befal  her. 

Among  the  thousand  brilliant  charms  which  decked  her 
person,  the  least  enchanting  was,  perhaps,  her  hair  ;  it  was, 
however,  of  the  most  beautiful  shade  imaginable,  and  so  long 
find  thick,  that  whenever  she  chose  she  could  entirely  cover 
herself  with  it.  One  day,  as  she  was  combing  it  out  by  the 
^ide  of  a  river,  where  she  had  just  been  bathing,  a  stag,  whiter 
than  snow,  pursued  by  hunters,  leaped  into  the  stream,  and 
while  his  pursuers  were  looking  for  a  ford,  swam  across  the 
river,  and  advancing  towards  her,  laid  himself  gently  at  her 
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feet ;  lie  appeared  ei^ansted  with  jitigae,  and  seemed  to 
implore  her  protection  by  the  most  sorrowM  and  langnishiag 
lodks*  Neyer^had  she  seen  a  more  Wntifnl  ereature,  or  one 
more  worthy  of  oompasaicHi.  Laying  her  hand  upon  him,  sha 
began  to  soothe  and  caress  him  ;  but  soarcely  had  she  tooohed 
*  14™,  'wh€SL  she  saw  liim  transforaied  into  a  man.  Her  SHpiise 
scarcely  lastied  more  than  «  Bonent,  for  in  the  danger  thafc 
tiireatened  her,  ahe  immediately  betook  herself  to  the  infallible 
safeguard  of*  which  she  deemed  herself  possessed.  She  was 
almost  entirely  naked,  and  modesty  lending  additional  swiftness 
to  her  usual  lightness  of  foot,  she  flew  rathfr  than  nn ;  but  i^ 
seemed  as  though  this  adTenturoos  lorer,  to  whom  Cujud  had 
lent  his  swiftest  wings,  still  retained  the  qualities  of  the  stag, 
for  all  the  exertions  of  the  fugitive  could  only  keep  her  a  few 
steps  ia  adrance.  In  her  hurried  flight,  the  wind  threw  her 
j&air  into  the  most  wanton  disorder  ;  but  she  was  too  jealoos'cC 
theleast  of  her  charms  to  suffer  it  to  be  thus  exposed  to  the 
profane,  ^axe  of  her  pursuer,  and  plunging  into  the  first  wooded 
cover  that  presented  itself,  she  fell  into  the  fatal  snare  she  was 
endeavouring  to  avoid.  Scarcely  had  she  advanced  a  few  steps 
when  her  beautiliil  hair  became  entangled  in  the  sorrouBding 
shrubs,  each  twig  retaining  as  much  as  would  have  set  up  s 
respectful  lover  for  life,  but  her  pursuer  was  not  suffica^nily  so 
to  content  himself  with  the  precious  spoiL  The  branches  i^  a 
tree,  in  which  the  whole  of  her  hair  had  entang^d  itself,  at 
last  arrested  her  flight.  In  vain,  at  this  fatal  moment,  wisre  all 
her  prayers,  her  threats,  and  her  struggles  to  defend  hersdf* 
She  had,  unfortunatdy,  to  do  with  one  who  was  no  loser  of 
opportunilies.  He^  did  not  love  h^  enough  to  fear  her  dia* 
pleasure,  and  thought  her  too  beautiful  to  yield  her  obedienee* 
In  short,  the  cruel  god,  who  had  resolved  to  punish  her,  gav9 
her  up  to  the  fu&  «xtent  of  her  fate.  I  shaU  not  add  how  the 
wicked  wags  of  ^e  time  related,  in  telling  the  story,  that  her 
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despair,  at  ihe  coneloftioiL  of  the  adventnrey  was  not  of  aif 
alarmisg  nature,  and  tkkt  her  n]^8fortane  did  notr  appear  'So 
great  but  that  it  admitled  of  consolation,  had  i|  not  cost  he^ . 
the  loss  of  all  her  channs  ;  but  when /She  had  lost  these,  life 
beeame  hatefol  to  her ;  she  ayoided  the  fountains  as  studiously 
as  she  had  sought  thein  bef(H*e  the  terrible  transfonnation ;  ^d 
yet  the  metamorphosis,  which  cost  her  ^uch'  an  abundance  cfC 
tears»  was  purely  imaginary.  How  vain  are  all  precautions 
•gainst  the  influence  of  so  malignant  a  star !  Prudence  itsdf . 
is  frequently  the  yerj  cause  that  hastens  the  accomplishment 
of  our  destiny,  when  we  fancy  we  have  deferred  it  by  an 
luunrailing  precaution.  \ 

AlboflMe*s  father  had  deceived  her  in  order  to  render  her 
prudent  All  his  warnings  about  her  losing  her  beauty  when 
she  lost  her  innocence,  were  a  mere  fiction,  never  bad  she 
shone  reii^lendent  with  so  many  charms  as  when  she  believed 
herself  deprived  of  them  for  ever.  Ear  £r<Hn  her  taking  any 
steps  to  undeceive  herself,  instead  of  being  eonsulted  for  the 
truth,  all  those  rustic  mirrors,  before  which  she  had  spent  so 
many  agreeable  hours  in  ogling  her  beautiful  eyes,  had  now 
become  her  utmost  avwsion.  Night  and  day  she  wept  over  a 
misfortune  which  existed  only  in  her  imagination.  But  what 
greater  evils  are  there  than  such  as  spring  from  this  fruitful 
source.  The  fairies,  at  last,  were  moved  with  pity  towards 
her,  but  while  they  only  desired  to  alleviate  her  distress,  they 
unfortunately  aiigmented  the  piteousness  of  her  plight.  While 
in  the  very  height  of  her  despfur,  she  h^pened  to  me^  one 
of  them,  who  pnnused  to  grant  her  any  boon  die  desired ; 
telling  her,  at  tilie  same  time,  to  be  cautious  in  her  choice,  as 
once  grantj&d  the  gift  could  never  be  recalled*  Alas !  that  so 
promising  an  offer  should  only  be  a  fresh  snare  for  the  ill-fated 
Alboflede !  Could  she  think  of  anything  but  that  which  was 
the  etenud  subject  of  her  reflections  ?    The  boon  she  asked 
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was  that  she  might  nndetgo  a  complete  change  £rom  her 
head  to  her  feet,  and  that  her  appearance  might  hecome  as 
different  as  possiblj  conld  be.  The  wish  was  granted,  and 
scarcely  had  the  Uist  words  fallen  from  her  lips  when  she  be- 
came  so  hideous  that  the  fairy  ran  away  quite  frightened* 
Shortly  after  this  metamorphosis,  another  faiiy  appeared  before 
her  just  as  she  was  about  to  take  a  look  at  herself  in  some 
neighbouring  fountain.  The  fairy  offered  her  another  g^,  but 
so  great  was  her  impatience  to  admire  herself  once  more,  that 
she  could  hardly  stop  to  think  of  a  wish.  At  last  she  requested 
that  she  might  liye  in  the  enjoyment  of  all  the  beauty  she  then 
possessed,  as  many  yeara  as  she  had  hairs  on  her  head.  The 
little  fairy  shrugged  her  shoulders  with  pity  at  this  absurd  re- 
quest, but  was  obliged  to  grant  it.  No  sooner  was  she  con- 
firmed, as  she  imagined,  in  the  possession  of  beauty, — the 
duration  of  which  was  to  be  measured  by  the  quantity  of  hair, 
which  she  fancied  herself  to  have  now  recoTored,  with  the 
rest  of  her  charms, — ^than  she  ran  with  all  her  haste  to  the 
nearest  fountain,  where  she  might  enjoy  the  pleasure  of  see^ 
ing  herself  once  more,  after  so  long  a  separation.  What  was 
her  horror,  when,  instead  of  the  incomparable  beauty  she  ex- 
pected, she  saw  a  horrible  withered  and  deformed  old  hag, 
whose  face,  uniting  all  the  repubiye  features  of  decrepitude, 
was  relieved  by  the  magnificent  ornament  of  three  straggling 
grey  hairs.  At  first,  she  was  imwilling  to  belieye  that  it  was 
her  own  image,  but  when  she  observed  that  all  her  gestures  of 
astonishment  were  repeated  by  the  odious  figure,  all  doubts  of 
her  misfortune  were  removed,  and  she  abnost  let  herself  fall 
into  the  water  when  the  horrible  conviction  reached  her.  After 
returning  to  her  former  lamentations,  for  the  loss  of  her  beauty, 
she  derived  some  little  consolation  from  the  thought,  that  she 
had  only  three  years  to  live  in  horror  of  herself.  The  occupa- 
tion in  which  she  now  took  most  delight,  was  to  reckon  the 
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moments  as  they  glided  bj  and  brought  her  nearer  to  the  term 
of  her  misery,  hiding  herself,  during  the  day,  in  the  darkest 
and  most  sequestered  caverns,  and  wandering,  at  night,  over 
lonely  deserts,  and  through  the  most  gloomy  forests.  In  this 
truly  miserable  course  of  life  she  had  at  last  managed  to  drag 
herself  on  to  the  twelfth  month  of  her  last  year,  and  was 
reckoning  on  having  now  only  a  few  days  more  to  inhabit  the 
wretched  body  to  which  her  destiny  had  condemned  her,  when 
having,  one  very  dark  night,  wandered  among  a  number  of 
rocks  and  precipices,  in  the  midst  of  which  she  was  vainly 
endeavouring  to  lose  herself,  she  at  last  reached  the  very 
island  in  which  she  afterwards  established  her  abode. 

Here,  what  she  imagined  to  be  a  fire  shed  so  strong  a  light 
on  all  surrounding  objects  that  they  became  as  visible  as  in 
broad  day.  Next  to  herself,  her  greatest  aversion  was  any- 
thing approaching  to  light:  so  violent,  however,  was  her 
curiosity  to  know  whence  it  could  proceed,  that  she  immediately 
crossed  the  river  in  order  to  satisfy  her  mmd.  The  first  thing 
she  saw,  was  a  little  negro  lying  asleep  ;  he  wore  a  necklace 
inlaid  with  such  sparkling  jewels  that  it  was  impossible  to 
look  at  them.  She  was  some  time  before  she  could  prevail 
upon  herself  to  approach  him,  for  he  was  even  uglier  than 
herself.  Yielding,  at  last,  to  her  extreme  desire  to  possess 
herself  of  a  treasure  that  was  only  fast^xed  to  its  wearer  hy 
a  little  bit  of  thread,  she  approached  him,  although  nigh  upon 
fainting  at  the  ugliness  of  his  person,  and  more  especially  the 
disgusting  odour  of  his  breath.  Having  succeeded  in  unfasten* 
ing  the  necklace,  she  was  about  to  withdraw  with  her  booty 
when  the  little  monster  awoke.  With  his  eyes  open,  he  was  a 
hundred  times  uglier  than  before,  and  she  would  have  im- 
mediately run  away,  but  that  with  her  beauty  she  had  also  lost 
all  her  swiftness.  The  Moor  did  not  appear  particularly  anxious 
about  the  theft  she  had  committed,  but  merely  infoftned  her 
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that  the  object  mm  of  nraeh  more  valae  tbaa  the  fancied,  and 
gave  her  penmsaioii  to  put  it  abbot  hw  neck,  provided  that  she 
inmediatel J  croMed  back  to  the  other  aide  of  the  lirer*     The 
eonditioii  seemed  no  reiy  hard  one  to  com jd j  with,  and  thongh 
■he  had  onlj  a  few  more  days  to  lire,  she  appeared  enchanted 
io  have  gained  poesearion  of  the  precious  baoble.     She  im- 
mediately stepped  into  the  water,  surromided  with  a  halo 
of  dasaling  fight»  bati  what  was  her  astonishment  to  see 
aQ  the    bnlUancj  of  the  jewel  e&Lced  bj  the  spl^idoiir 
of  all  her  former  beant j,  which  she  beheld  leflected  in  the 
water.     Her  joj  was  too  immoderate  to  last  vety  Icmg,  and,  to 
her  extreme  despair,  the  little  wretch  declared  that  she  moat 
either  giro  up  the  jewel  or  yield  herself  to  him.    At  first, 
swelling  with  indignation,  she  threw  the  precious  treasure  at 
his  head ;  but  when  she  looked  at  herself  agmn  in  the  water, 
she  shuddered  at  the  sight,  and  turned  her  eyes  towards  tha 
Moor.    His  whole  person,  from  head  to  foot,  presented  a  detest- 
able spectacle  of  ugliness  and  deformity ;   after  a  good  deal 
of  haggling,  however,  she  consented  to  purchase  back  her 
beauty.    Her  little  bridegroom  was  a  great  magician,  but  he 
was  not  sufficiently  powerful,  howoTer,  entirely  to  rcTort  the 
decree  of  the  fairies,  and  as  soon  as  the  daylight  b^^  to 
dawn,  AlboA^e  appeared  as  ugly  as  ever.      In   order  to 
assuage  her  grief  at  this  last  calamity,  the  little  sorcerer, 
after  dipping  the  last  solitary  hair  of  his  mistress  in  the  juice 
of  an  herb,  which  made  it  so  tough  that  no  power  coold  break  it 
or  puU  it  out,  he  taught  her  the  mysteries  of  his  art.    She  could 
foretell  the  future,  and  force  the  dements  to  obey  her,  and 
when  she  chose,  she  could  exercise  the  power  oi  magic  to  its 
fullest  extent.     Engrossed  by  the  acquirement  of  such  pro- 
found knowledge  she  gradually  lost  her  extreme  sensibility 
with. respect  to  her  beauty;  and  the  little  negro,  who  had  only 
really  cared  for  her  during  the  few  moments  when  her  beauty 
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had  returned  to  her»  left  her  in  the  peaceful  possessiooi  ci  her 
island  and  her  enchantments,  and  took  himseU  oC 

This  fEuieifiil  tale  may  perhaps  hare  appeared  rather  too 
extenaive  a  digression  to  occnr  in  the  midst  of  the  tmthf ol  his- 
tory to  which  yon  have  been  listening.    But  to  resume. 

Olodioy  as  I  have  already  related,  succeeded  his  father*  Six 
months  had  he  been  absent  from  his  beloved  Gertrude^— six 
months  that  were  as  so  many  centuries  to  one  so  passionately 
enamoured  as  he»  She  had  never  cmce  been  away  from  his 
thoughts  during  the  whole  of  this  period ;  and  absence,  which  so 
often  weakens  the  ties  of  the  most  faithful  attachment,  espe- 
cially amidst  great  and  serious  occupations,  had,  in  his  case, 
only  strengthened  them*  He  set  out  on  his  journey,  filled 
iriik  eager  desire  again  to  behold  the  object  of  his  adoration, 
and  restore  her  to  happiness.  What  greater  pleasure  can  a  lover 
taste  than  so  charming  an  anticipation  ?r.  At  every  step  that 
brought  him  nearer  to  her,  his  imagination  pictured  her  plunged 
in  grief  at  his  absence,  and  languishing  with  impatience  for  his 
return*  How  delightful  was  the  thought  that  he  was  about  to 
put  an  end  to  all  her  sorrows  by  making  himself  again  the 
happiest  of  men.  With  so  flattering  a  prospect  before  him, 
a  man  generally  travels  at  a  tolerably  round  pace,  and  accord^ 
ingly  his  arrival  anticipated  the  very  report  of  his  departure  for 
Troyes.  His  surprise  at  finding  Gertrude  no  l<mger  there,  was 
as  great  as  that  which  he  had  expected  to  cause  her  by  his 
unexpected  presence*  The  only  person  who  was  aware  of  the 
sUip  she  had  taken  was  her  brother.  Alarmed  that  he  could 
obtain  no  intelligence  of  her,  Clodio  sent  for. the  brother  in 
question,  who  was  not,  however,  discovered  without  considerable 
trouble,  so  exactly  did  everything  seem  to  conspire  to  drive  him 
to  desperation  with  impatience.  When,  however,  with  all  the 
impetuosity  and  disorder  that  mingled  love  and  fear  inspire,  he 
•had  pressed  him  with  a  hundred  questions  at  once,  coDcerning 


312  COUNT  HAHILTON^S  TALES. 

his  sister,  and  found  him  silent  and  confused,  he  made  no 
doubt  but  that  she  was  dead,  and  gave  himself  up  to  rage  and 
despair.  Fearing  the  effects  of  his  extreme  grief,  his  mistress's 
brother,  apologising  for  his  reserve  on  the  score  of  his  sister's 
command  that  he  should  never  reveal  the  place  of  her  refuge, 
offered  to  conduct  him  thither.  Never  did  such  a  burst  of  joy 
succeed  so  cruel  a  state  of  affliction  as  01odio*s  fears  had 
thrown  him  into.  He  seemed  to  acquire  a  new  life  on  being 
assured  of  that  of  his  mistress,  and  he  asked  no  more  to  grant 
a  full  pardon  to  the  offender.  A  boat  was  prepared  and  manned 
with  the  strongest  and  most  expert  oarsmen  that  could  b^ 
found,  in  which,  accompanied  by  his  guide  alone,  he  embarked. 
Entirely  pre-occupied  ^th  the  pleasure  of  causing  his  mistress 
an  agreeable  surprise,  he  prevented  her  brother  from  sending 
any  messenger  beforehand  to  apprise  her  of  his  arrival. 
Meanwhile  the  exertions  of  the  boatmen  tirged  them  forward 
with  incredible  swiftness,  but  which  was  far  below  the  desires 
of  him  who  was  now  grown  the  most  impatient  of  mortals.  So 
transported  was  he  with  the  anticipation  of  again  beholding,  in 
a  few  moments,  his  beloved  Gertrude,  that  he  was  unable  to 
contain  himself,  and  urged  the  boatmen,  already  exhausted 
with  their  labours,  to  &esh  exertions.  He  would  at  one 
moment  fall  to  and  embrace  the  brother  of  his  mistress,  and 
the  next,  commence  reproaching  him  for  his  cruelty,  in  having 
left  him  for  a  single  moment  in  a  state  of  suspense  which  had 
almost  cost  him  his  life.  But,  instead  of  returning  his  embraces 
and  answering  the  hundred  impetuous  and  tender  inquiries 
of  Clodio  respecting  his  sister,  he  remained  obstinately  silent^ 
and  seemed  as  though  each  time  Clodio  embraced  him  he  would 
willingly  have  jumped  with  him  into  the  river.  Meanwhile,  ad 
Clodio  was  wondering  at  the  coldness  and  sullen  dejection  with 
which  his  friendly  advances  were  received,  the  little  boat  bore 
alongside  beneath  the  gallery  which  jutted  out  over  the  stream. 
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Just  as  he  was  leaping  upon  land  he  fancied  he  heard  groans 
ksuing  from  within  the  house.  So  solicitous  was  his  affection, 
that  everything  alarmed  him.  Calling  to  the  brother  of 
Gertrude  to  show  him  the  way,  he  was  thrown  into  a  fresh 
state  of  astonishment  at  the  slowness  and  evident  reluctance 
with  which  the  latter  was  quitting  the  boat.  As  they  con* 
tinned  to  advance,  the  complaints  uttered  by  the  voice  he  had 
heard  seemed  to  grow  louder  and  higher,  till  at  last  a  succession 
of  sharp  piercing  shrieks  convinced  him  that  some  violence  wlui 
being  done  to  the  person  from  whom  they  proceeded.  Breaking 
open  the  door  of  the  place  whence  they  appeared  to  issue,  he 
beheld  his  lovely  Gertrude  stretched  on  the  floor  in  the  arms  of 
an  old  beldame,  and  the  little  being  to  whom  she  had  just  given 
birth  lying  beside  her.  At  the  sight  of  the  old  woman  and  of 
the  child  he  stood  transfixed  to  the  spot,  while  the  mother,  jus^ 
recovering  from  the  swoon  into  which  the  last  pang  had  thrown 
her,  feebly  opened  her  eyes.  Great  Heaven  I  what  a  spectacle 
awaited  her,  and  how  terrible  did  the  sight  of  him  whom  she 
loved  more  than  her  life  appear  to  her  at  such  a  moment.  A 
second  swooning  fit  saved  her  from  all  the  horror  of  her 
reflections,  while  jealousy  and  rage  were  fiercely  contending  in 
the  bosom  of  Clodio.  The  conflict  soon  terminated*  His  mistress 
was  recalled  to  life  by  a  fresh  succession  of  pains ;  and  the 
excruciating  cries  they  wrung  from  her,  the  violent  agitation 
into  which  her  whole  frame  was  thrown,  effectually  drowned 
the  indignation  of  her  lover,  in  compassion  for  her  situation^ 
He  was  already  about  to  assist  Albofl^e,  who  was  anxiously 
employed  in  tendering  her  assistance,  when,  after  a  fresh 
paroxysm,  a  companion  was  given  to  the  little  bdng  who  had 
just  been  ushered  into  the  world*  This  reiterated  testimony  of 
her  outrageous  infidelity,  the  horrible  distortion  of  her  features 
during  her  agony,  and  the  repulsive  effects  of  this  flagrant 
disclosure  of  her  shame  in  his  very  presence,  banished  in  an 
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instant  from  his  brM&t  all  the  interast  with  wluch  he  had  pie- 
Tiottftlj  beheld  her.  Hurrying  back  to  hia  beat,  he  re-embarked^ 
aa  deeply  pre^>ecnpied,  during  hia  retam  home,  with  the  aingn- 
laritj  of  hia  adrentare  aa  he  had  been  with  hia  impatient 
longings  m  leaving  it.  Satisfied  to  have  been  the  dupe  of  his 
heart's  first  attachment,  he  felt  no  indinatum  to  gire  puhliei^ 
to  his  shame  by  a  nselesa  exposure. 

While  making  preparations  for  hia  departure  from  a  scene 
which  would  onlj  have  continuaD j  revived  the  memory  of  an 
adventure  which  he  waa  desirous  of  burying  in  oblivion,  he  be- 
held, one  day,  Albofldde  standing  in  the  middle  of  the  doaely 
to  which  he  had  retired  for  the  purpose  of  writing*  The  sur- 
prise which  her  appearance  and  unexpected  presence  caused 
him,  gave  way  to  a  kind  of  reapeetful  feeling,  aa  she  addressed 
him  in  the  following  terms  :•«— > 

**  The  hapless  Gertrude  has  ceased  to  exist ;  she  was  inncv 
cent  of  the  infidelity  of  which  thou  hast  beheld  the  fancied 
proofi  ;  more  than  this  I  am  not  permitted  to  say  in  her  justi- 
fication ;  time  alone  can  effectually  re-establish  her  reputation  { 
nevertheless,  be  persuaded  of  this  that  no  man  ever  seduced  her 
innocence,  or  triumphed  over  her  virtue ;  and  Clodio  akmoy  of 
all  mortal  men        ■" 

**  Clodio ! "  exclaimed  the  prince,  abruptly  breaking  into  her 
harangue  ;  *'  can  it  be  that  Clodio  is  the  unconscious  father  of 
the  children  whose  birth  he  beheld?  But  no  matter — care 
shall  be  taken  of  them  without  further  inquiry  into  their  real 
paternity ;  and  let  me  add,  that  I  am  not  insensible  to  the 
misfortune  of  their  mother,  in  spite  of  all  that  has  oocuned 
to  efface  her  memory  for  ever  from  my  heart." 

**  Forget  her  then ! ' '  said  the  sorceress,  *'  since  thou  canst 
only  recall  her  memory  to  brand  it  with  shame ;  but  learn  this, 
that  she  has  IdFt  behind  her  that  which  one  day  may  become 
the  arbiter  of  thy  destiny,"    As  she  spoke  these  words  there 
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was  flomething  so  marrelloin  in  the  light  ihat  darted  from  her 
eyeB  that  he  was  constrained  to  turn  away  his  own  ;  and  when 
he  sought  them  again  she  had  disappeared.  But  let  ns  now 
terminate,  in  a  succinct  namtiye,  the  history  of  his  adrentores 
and  of  his  reign. 

!From  that  time  forth,  all  his  thoughts,  now  that  he  had  done 
with  love,  were  turned  towards  war,  for  it  was  not  till  fifteen  ot 
twenty  years  after  that  he  formed  the  matrimonial  alliance  of 
which  I  hare  already  i^oken,  in  which,  however,  all  tender 
emotions  of  the  heart  had  oertamly  reiy  little  share.  His 
object  had  been  to  secure  himself  a  line  of  successors,  but  he 
was  never  blest  with  any,  although  the  Tirtuons  Clotilda  pre- 
sented him,  in  the  very  first  year  of  their  marriage,  with  botih 
a  son  and  a  daughter.  Some  part  of  the  period  which  followed 
his  union,  he  spent  tranquiUy  enough  in  the  cahn  enjoyment  of 
repose  and  the  sweets  of  domestic  happiness.  Ambition,  how«- 
erer,  and  war,  which  was  kindled  on  all  sides,  drew  him  away 
from  these,  and  urged  him  in  every  direction,  where  he  thought 
he  could  profit  by  the  disorder  into  which  the  afEisurs  of  the  em- 
pire had  fallen. 

Nevertheless,  success  did  not  always  attend  his  enteiprise ; 
the  great  Aetius  had  arrested  in  its  fall  the  vast  poww  that 
seemed  sinking  beneath  its  own  mighty  weight ;  and  wherevmr 
Clodio  had  him  for  an  adversary,  the  scales  of  victory  were  ever 
turned  to  the  advantage  of  his  opponent.  All  the  adven- 
turous spirits,  however,  in  search  of  fortune  or  renown,  swarmed 
beneath  his  banners,  in  the  assurance  that,  there,  merit  must 
eventually  meet  with  its  reward.  Among  those  who  had 
succeeded  in  achieving  the  highest  distinction,  he  had  parti- 
cularly honoured  widi  his  esteem,  and  enriched  by  his  bounty, 
a  youth  of  unknown  (ffigin,  who  had  never  lost  an  opportunity 
^  rendering  himself  distingaished.  His  person  was  agree- 
able, and,  profiting  l>y  the  inclination  which  the  King  mani- 
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fested  towards  him,  his  assiduons  zeal  rendered  him  the 
farottrite  object  of  his  liberalitj  and  the  envy  of  his  courtiers  ; 
for  farour  is  as  unlimited  in  its  growth  as  disgrace  is  rapid 
in  its  progress,  when  once  the  work  of  ruin  has  begun.  All 
that  was  known  of  the  new  favourite  was  his  name.  He  was 
called  Merou^«  To  crown  his  fortunes  the  King  gave  him  his 
wife*B  elder  sister  in  marnagOi  whom  he  had  himself  rejected 
on  account  of  her  beauty. 

At  that  time  it  was  eustomaiy  for  the  whole  Court  to  follow 
the  King  in  his  warlike  expeditions  ;  and,  as  the  fortune  of  war 
is  uncertain,  the  ladies,  instead  of  beholding  a  brilliant  success 
sion  of  triumphs  and  victories,  were  sometimes  treated  with  a 
spectacle  of  an  entirely  reverse  character. 

The  nuptials  of  the  King's  sister-in-law,  which  were  cele* 
brated  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Laon,  in  consequence  of  this 
practice,  had  nigh  proved  fatal  to  the  French  army.  Clodia 
had  advanced  in  order  to  protect  this  place  from  an  attack  with 
which  it  seemed  menaced  on  the  part  of  the  Romans.  The 
vigilant  Aetius  surmised  that  the  distance  of  the  camp,  and 
the  rejoicings  to  which  the  enemy  would  give  themselves  up, 
would  offer  a  fair  opportunity  for  a  surprise.  The  event  proved 
that  he  was  not  mistaken.  Falling  upon  them  at  break  of  day, 
he  found  them  overwhelmed  with  sleep  and  the  effects  of  wine, 
defenceless,  and  without  a  sentinel  to  give  the  alarm.  Meroue 
was  the  first  who  was  sufficiently  prepared  to  receive  them ; 
running  to  the  King's  quarters  at  the  first  appearance  of  their 
danger,  he  rallied  as  many  round  him  as  he  could  muster; 
xescued  him  from  the  enemies  who  had  already  surrounded 
Jbim,  and,  after  securing  his  escape,  was  fortunate  enough  tQ 
save  his  bride  from  the  last  indignity  that  could  befall  her. 
The  Queen,  happily  for  her,  fell  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy's 
general.  She  was  treated  with  all  the  respect  due  to  her  rank, 
imd  was  sent  back  three  days  after,  escorted  by  a  guard  qi 
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lionour.  Tbis  was  the  last  check  that  Clodio  receiyed ;  Aetius, 
called  in  another  direction  to  the  defence  of  the  empire,  allowed 
him  all  necessary  time  to  recruit  his  forces* 

The  counsels  of  Merou^,  whose  wisdom  was  equal  to  his 
valour,  were  of  no  small  assistance  to  Clodio  in  establishing  a 
powerful  monarchy,  which  he  succeeded  in  effecting  at  the  end 
of  a  few  years.  So  high  was  the  King's  opinion  of  his 
fayourite,  and  all  that  related  to  him,  that  he  neyer  could  be 
preyailed  upon  to  belieye  he  was  in  earnest,  when  the  latter 
frankly  confessed  that  he  believed  himself  of  obscure  origin,  as 
he  never  failed  to  do  whenever  the  subject  was  alluded  to* 
'<  I  see  no  reason,  sire,"  he  would  say,  "  to  blush  for  such  a  cir- 
cumstance. We  are  not  masters  of  that  part  of  our  fortunes.  I 
should  be  happy  if  my  birth  could  answer  to  the  position  in 
which  you  hate  been  pleased  to  place  me.  All  I  know  on  the 
subject  is,  that  an  old  woman  had  me  brought  up  in  a  most 
delightful  spot,  from  which  she  drove  me  as  soon  as  she  thought 
I  was  in  a  position  to  make  my  way  by  my  own  merits,  or 
perish  bravely  in  the  pursuit  of  glory*  The  first  arms  I  bore 
were  in  your  service*  A  sealed  paper,  which  this  old  woman 
gave  me  to  deliver  to  your  Majesty,  and  which  I  thought  of  too 
little  consequence  to  trouble  you  with,  will  probably  furnish 
you  with  further  information." 

Clodio,  who  had  been  marvellously  attentive  to  his  discourseii 
opened  the  paper  presented  to  him  with  evident  emotion,  and 
read  these  words — '<  Merou6,  son  of  Gertrude,  owes  the  light 
to  an  immortal  father.  The  testimony  of  Alboflede  must  suffice 
to  confirm  the  truth  of  this  statement." 

Clodio,  having  mused  for  a  few  moments  after  reading  the 
above,  embraced  Meroue  with  affection,  and  said  to  him,  smiling^ 
that  it  mattered  little  who  his  father  was ;  mortal  or  immortal, 
he  had  not  behaved  in  the  most  handsome  manner  to  poor 
Gertrude,  but  that  he  willingly  forgave  him  for  his  part  of  the 
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if/nagf  for  the  lake  of  bis  aocomplulied  mh.  Tke  eeteem  and 
eonfidenoe  of  the  King  went  on  daily  ineraanng ;  and,  in  point 
of  fact,  Meroa6  held  the  reins  of  gOTemment  dnring  the  lattalr 
jeara  of  his  master's  reign,  which  he  rendered  glorimis  by  his 
signal  Tictories  in  times  <^  war,  and  happy  by  the  establish- 
neni  of  a  peaee  iHbidi  restored  tran^pdllity  and  abondanee  to 
the  snbjeets  of  his  new  dominion. 

Clodio  died  at  Rheims,  where  he  had  established  the  seat  of 
Us  goTonunent,  having  oonfided  the  State,  and  eren  his  son, 
while  still  in  his  minority,  to  the  gnardianahip  of  Henm^  He 
accepted  both  these  important  tnists,  in  the  full  intention,  by 
his  seal  and  fidelity,  of  acfnitting  himself  of  all  that  he  owed 
to  the  memory  of  Clodio.  Bnt  Fbrtone  disposed  matters  to  a 
different  end.  He  was  called  upon  to  place  himself  at  the  head 
of  a  powerful  army,  and  to  mardi  against  the  barbarians,  who, 
after  rsTaging  the  empire  under  the  conduct  of  Atttla,  were 
now  oreiflowing  the  neighbooring  prorinces.  The  danger  was 
imminent ;  bnt  the  confidence  of  the  aimy  in  the  Talonr  and 
ahill  of  Meroo^  dispelled  sll  fears.  One  and  all,  howeTer, 
relbsed  to  march  against  so  fonnidaUe  an  enemy  mileas  they 
were  headed  by  a  king.  The  son  of  Clodio,  already  of  age  to 
bear  arms,  they  despised  for  his  stupidity  in  remaining  under 
the  guidance  of  his  mother.  Yielduig  at  last  to  the  general 
wish,  Merou^  was  raised  upon  a  bnekler  in  the  midst  of  the 
anny,  and  proclaimed  King  of  the  French,  with  all  the  pomp  of 
military  ceremony.  Heaven,  by  a  series  of  brilliant  soceeasesy 
seemed  to  have  sanctified  by  its  approval  this  act  of  injustice. 

He  joined  his  troops  with  those  of  the  great  Aetius ;  and 
these  two  renowned  generals,  after  defeating  a  portion  of  the 
barbarian  army  near  the  town  of  Orleans,  to  which  they  had  laid 
siege,  and  after  having  weakened  ihem  still  further  in  a  num- 
ber of  subsequent  engagements,  came  m  presence  of  the>Ki]^ 
of  ihe  Huns,  on  the  pluns  of  Chalons^  where  he  had  assembled 
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in  battle  array  the  imrameraUe  host  of  wanriom  whom  he  eoai* 
manded.  So  Talorous  and  sneoeeBful  was  the  attack  thej  made 
upon  him,  that  more  than  a  million  were  lefl'dead  on  the  field. 

Meanwhile  the  widow  of  ClodiOy  taking  alarm  at  the  finl 
r^KKTt  of  the  ingratitude  and  treachery  of  Meron^,— for  in  this 
light  did  fihe  mw  hi«  ambitious  proceeding, — refiosed  to  listen 
to  his  protestations  that  he  had  only  aeeepted  tiie  erown  in 
order  to  preserre  it  lor  her  son.  Taking  with  her  her  son  and 
her  daughter,  she  fled,  unmoFed  by  the  tears  of  her  sbter  and 
her  r^»eated  assuranee  ef  tiie  fidelity  of  her  husband ;  nothing 
eould  shake  her  eon?ietion. 

PreTions  to  his  last  defealvthe  had  sought  out  Attila,  oodp 
fided  to  him  the  pers<Mi  and  ibrtlmes  of  the  young  Prinee,  and 
upon  receiving  his  assurande  that  he  would  chastise  the  usurper 
and  reinstate  her  son  in  the  enjoyment  of  his  rights,  she  had 
meditated  a  retreat  int^  the  country  of  the  Bozgundians,  where 
the  memory  of  Gondioche  i^  preserred  a  number  of  partisans. 
At  the  news  of  Attiia's  defeat,  however,  in  which  it  was  reported 
that  her  son  had  perished,  she  determined  to  seek  a  refuge 
nnder  the  protection  of  Aetius,  of  whose  generosity  she  had 
already  experienced  the  effects.  She  repaired  accordingly  to 
the  town  of  Aquileia,  whither  this  great  man  had  juat  led  the 
Boman  army ;  while  Merou6,  on  his  side,  having  reestablished 
tranqiullity  in  tiie  kmgdom,  had  in  like  manner  returned  to  tho 
capital  of  the  French.  He  was  touched  at  the  step  which  tiie 
unjust  suspicions  of  Clotilda  had  caused  her  to  take ;  but  tiie 
report  of  the  death  of  Olodio's  son  being  er^where  confirmed, 
he  consoled  himself  in  the  possession  of  a  crown  which  from 
that  time  he  seemed  to  hold,  not  only  by  the  directions  <tf  ita 
founder,  but  by  the  unanimous  suffirages  of  the  French* 

Fortune,  from  that  time  forth,  left  him  nothing  to  wish  for  \ 
prosperity  anticipated  his  widbes,  and  every  ^jeet  he  undep% 
took  terminated  in  success*    His  consort  presented  him  with  • 
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snccesBor,  just  as  he  had  hecome  so  firmlj  establiBhed  in  the 
possession  of  his  kingdom,  that  he  had  no  other  happiness  to 
desire.  He  visited  all  the  proYinces  under  his  dominion,  and 
ererjwhere  he  found  his  name  coupled  with  praises  and  bene- 
dictions. He  appeared  to  be  desirous  of  establishing  the  seat 
of  his  goTemment,  amidst  the  blessings  of  peace,  in  some  spot 
worthy  the  magpuficence  with  which  it  was  his  intention  to 
endow  it.  Trojes  fixed  his  detenninalion ;  he  looked  upon 
this  town  as  the  place  of  his  birth.  The  choice  was  not  a 
happy  one ;  but  it  is  the  weakness  of  great  men  that  they 
prefer  entering  into  a  conflict  with  nature,  and  conquering  all 
difficulties  by  the  resources  of  art  and  the  profusion  of  wealth, 
rather  than  submit  thdr  pride  to  the  counsels  and  proposals  of 
others,  however  wise  they  may  know  them  to  be* 

Merou6  deyoted  much  time  to  a  useless  search  after  the. 
famous  Albofldde,  but  nowhere  could  he  obtain  any  tidings  of 
her.  He  pidd  many  visits  to  her  extraordinaiy  place  of  abode, 
whence  she  had  dehyered  so  many  oracles ;  and  to  preserve 
the  memory  of  this  spot  for  ever,  it  was  here  that  he  displayed 
his  magnificence  in  exhausting  all  the  resources  of  art  and 
invention  to  render  the  littie  island  one  of  the  rarest  wonders 
the  world  had  ever  beheld. 

It  has  been  asserted  that  certain  tablets  were  found,  during 
the  execution  of  these  works^  which  were  written  on  in  the 
hand  of  AlboflMe ;  and  that  among  a  number  of  predictions 
they  contained  a  history  of  Gertrude's  adventure,  who,  while 
bathing  on  the  shores  of  this  island,  was  surprised  by  the 
divinily  of  the  stream ;  that  she  presented  him  with  twins,  of 
whom  Merou^  was  the  first-bom,  and  that  while  she  devoted 
herself  to  the  care  of  one,  the  other  was  delivered  up  to  it4 
father.  Everything  that  tended  to  give  a  flattering  colour  to 
the  origin  of  their  King,  was  immediately  received  by  the 
people  as  undoubted  truth. 
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While  Merou6  is  establifihing  his  residence  amidst  a  thou* 
sand  enchantments  at  Troyes,  and  spreading  a  tale  respect- 
ing his  birth  which  the  sceptics  of  that  time  looked  upon  as 
fabulous,  let  us  turn  our  attention  to  what  befel  the  unfortunate 
remains  of  Clodio*s  family  among  the  Romans. 

The  youthful  Yalentinian  was  then  Emperor.  So  abandoned 
was  this  prince  to  every  excess  into  which  the  pursuit  of  plea- 
sure and  a  mind  naturally  inclined  to  evil  could  betray  him, 
that  the  yirtuous  Aetius,  with  all  the  authority  with  which  his 
important  services  invested  him,  was  scarcely  able  to  restrain 
the  impetuous  violence  of  his  career. 

The  reception  which  Clotilda  and  her  daughter  met  with,  in 
the  retreat  afforded  them  by  this  great  man,  exceeded  all  their 
expectations.  Aquileia  was  at  that  time  the  seat  of  empire } 
for  Rome,  so  long. the  mistress  of  the  world,  seemed  now, — 
since  tho  weak-minded  Honorius  had  abandoned  her  to  all  the 
fury  of  the  barbarians,— entirely  deserted  by  his  successors* 
Aetius  omitted  nothing  in  his  endeavours  to  soothe  the 
affliction  of  a  great  queen,  that  could  prove  the  magnificence 
and  refinement  of  a  nation  who  held  all  other  people  in  the 
light  of  barbarians.  :  ^  But  in  order  to  render  his  protection 
effectual,  it  was  necessary  that  he  should  find  her  a  place  of 
safety  against  the  attacks  of  a  superior  power.  The  daughter 
of  Clodio  was  possessed  of  more  than  ordinary  beauty,  and  the 
first  care  of  Aetius  was  to  conceal  her  from  the  eyes  of  his 
master.  An  agreeable  and  magnificent  mansion,  which  he  pos- 
sessed at  a  distance  of  a  few  miles  from  Aquilelai  was  selected 
as  the  retreat  of  .the  princesses.  Here  they  were  attended  on 
with  all  the  respect  and  consideration  that  was  due  to  their 
exalted  rank;  and  had  Clotilda's  sorrows  been  of  a  nature  to 
admit  of  consolation,  no  place  could  have  been  better  fitted  to 
dispel  them  ;  but  she  had  just  lost  a  son  who  was  the  object  of 
her  dearest  affections  and  of  her  proudest  hopes;  and  she  beheld 
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henelf  a  fugitive  at  a  court  whero'  her  daugliter,  aele  renmant 
of  the  race  of  GlcMiio,  yna-  oondeimiecl'  to  pass-  Ihe  daj»  of  her 
jouth  in  eternal  solitude,  or  ddih«r*  up  her  charms,  and  hffl* 
innoeenee  to  the  reeklessness  of  the  most  virient  of  meau.  So 
cruel  did  her  situation  appear  to  the:  iBifertunate  queen>  that 
h^  proud  and  lofty  spirit  wae^  unahle  to  hear'  np  against  it, 
and|  deroured  hj  pM:petttal  sonov,  ekiB  at  last  suooomhed  and 
died  in  the  arms  of  her  despairiBg  dftagfaier^  whom  she  left;  afe 
so  tender  an  age,  and  in  so  deplorable  a  sitostion^  with  no 
other  support  than  that  of  one-  ^o  had  fonneriy  haea  thet 
enemy  of  her  house. 

Aetius  was  senably  affiBcted  ly-the  death  of  Clotilda  ;*  and 
the  sad  ecmditlon  in  which  the  Princess  was  leffc^  increased,  the 
tenderness  of  his  regard  for  her,  and-  so  interested  him  in  hoc 
welfare  that  he  determined  to  adopt  her.  This  was  no  deioga^ 
tion  from  the  rank  to  which  she '  was-  bom,  for  you  are  aware 
what  was  the  position  of  a  Roman  citizen  daring  tibe  time  o£ 
^e  Republic.  A«tius  was- a  patrician*;  and  in  the  time  of-  the 
Low^r  Empire  this  dignity, — freqiienlly  the'Stepping«'Stone  to- 
the  crown, — ^was  not  considered  inferior  to  that  of  a  Bang.. 
He  had  no  oceastton  to  repent  this  excess  of  generosityi  St» 
Tirtuous  and  so  exalted  were  the  sentiments  that  animated  tha* 
youthful  Princess,  that  the  Roman  General's  oidy  source  o£ 
anxiety,  was  the  thought  Ihat  such  brilliant  qualities  ^ould 
be  buried  in  the  unworthy  obscurity  to  which  the  ungonKnabltt 
passions  of  Yalentinian  obliged  him  to  condenm  her.  .  Erom: 
this  painful  situation  he  resolred  at  last  to  rescue  hma^ 
Haximns,  a-  young  senator,  appeared  at.  that  time  the  most 
descrying  of  the  whol^  Court  to  be  presented  with  smch.  ar 
bride.  He  mingled  in  all  the  pleasures  of  the  Emperor^  with« 
out  sharing  in  the  excesses  to  which  the  debauchery  of  lli« 
latter  carried  him.  Seeing^  with  pleasure,  that  he  dis- 
tinguished himself  as  much  for  his  mod^itition  amidst  » 
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corrupted  vofothag  he  had  signalised  himself  for  his  yalour 
amidst  the  periisr  of  war»  Aetius  selected  him  &s  the  future 
heir  to  his-  immenae  wealth,  and  Ihe  worthy  poseessor  of  a  still 
more  precious  tseasure*  the  beloved,  daughiac  of  his-  adoption. 
Maximus  no«  sooner  beheld  her  than  he  became  sensible  of  all' 
the  happiness  that  was  reserved  for  him  ;  nor  did  the  daughter 
of  Clodio  tneat  widi  disdain  Iheofier  of  such  a  heart  as  his. 
Time  and  further-  acquaintanse  only  served  to  increase  the 
passionate  admiration  of  Ihe  one  and  the  tenderness  and 
zegard  of  the  otho*; 

Val^dtiniaii  gave,  his  coRseiit  to  the  marri^^e  of  his  favourite 
with  a  fordgner ;  and,,  prevailed  upon  by  the  pressing  entreaties 
of  Aetius^  he  even  promised  not  to  insist  on  honouring  the* 
nuptial  ceremony  with,  hia  presence, — a  distinction  which  had* 
not:  seldom  proved  fatal  to  the  happiness  of  Romans  who  had 
married  handsome  wiveSk 

Never  was  Hymen  celebrated  under  auspices  mere  apparently 
fortunate  ;  and  from  this  union  sprung  the  luckless  Zeneyda, 
the  last  of  an  unfortunate  race  whom  the  indignation-  of 
Heaven  has  never  ceased  to  persecute.  At  these  words  fresh 
tears  flowed  from  the  eyes  of  tlie  lovely  Zeneyda ;  for  now, 
indeed,  I  began  to  suspect  that  it  was  she  ;  and  although 
deeply  int^ested  in  sorrows  still  so  keenly  felt  (notwithstand- 
ing the  lapse  of  so  many  centuries),  I  wae  so  tiekled>  with  the 
idea  of  finding  myself  tSie-a-tSte  with  a  grand-daughter  of 
the  good  Bang  Clodio,  that  I  was  on  Ihe  point  of  bursting 
into  a  fit  of  immoderate  laughter,  which  would  have  proved 
sadly  out  of  season^  I  kept  my^eyefr  otaiously  fixed  on 
a  person  who,  according"  to  her'  recital,  was  old  enough  to 
have  been  the  mother  of  a  patriarch,  and  who  from  the  beauty 
and  youthful  freshness  of  her  looks,  might  pass  for  the  goddess 
of  Spring.  She  seemed  aware  of  what  was  passing  in  my 
mind^  and  continued  her  discourse.      The  conclusion  of  this 

y2 
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narratiye,  she  said,  will  clear  up  a  mystery  vhieh  appears  to 
puzzle  you  ;  *but  before  I  reach  it,  I  shall  be  obliged  to 
leugihen  my  history  by  the  recital  of  adyentures  which  will 
appear  to  you  in  some  measure  unconnected  with  it :  however, 
in  relating  them,  I  shall  do  my  best  to  reUere  their  dulness  as 
much  as  possible. 

Aetius  cherished  a  hope  that  the  favour .  enjoyed  by 
Mazimus  in  the  eyes  of  Yalentinian,  would  protect  his  wife 
from  the  danger  to  which  she  might  otherwise  have  been 
exposed  by  his  unbridled  licentiousness.  The  appearance  of 
my  mother  at  Court  was  like  the  dawniog  of  a  new  star ;  she 
eclipsed  even  the  Empress  Eudozia  herself,  who  had  hitherto 
shone  fearless  of  a  rival ;  but,  instead  of  joining  in  the  prabes 
of  her  exquisite  beauty, — ^with  which  his  palace  resounded, — 
Yalentinian  remained  mute  ;  and  he,  who  had  always  appeared 
the  most  susceptible  of  men,  now  stood  alone  in  withholding 
his  tribute  of  admiration  from  the  new  beauty.  Maximus 
thanked  his  gods  for  the  unexpected  event ;  but  Aetius,  whd 
could  read  the  treacherous  heart  of  his  master,  augured  un- 
favourably of  his  silence,  and  judged  it  henceforward  expedient 
that  his  eyes  should  not  be  allowed  too  frequently'  to  rest  on 
BO  dangerous  a  beauty.  My  mother  received  with  eager 
acquiescence  a  proposal  which  suited  her  natural  disposition, 
and  contributed  to  inspire  tranquillity  in  the  mind  of  a  husband, 
to  whom  she  was  tenderly  attached.  She  took  her  leave  of 
the  Court  the  very  day  of  her  presentation ;  and  it  was  not 
through  any  unwillingness  on  her  part  that  her  charms  were  not 
exiled  to  a  distance,  that  would  have  effectually  removed  them 
from  the  danger  with  which  they  were  threatened.  Mean- 
while the  Emperor,  into  whose  heart  their  impreadon  had 
already  deeply  sunk,  from  the  first  moment  that  his  eyes  had 
beheld  them,  felt  his  desires  increased  by  her  absence  ;  for 
with  him  the  first  impulse  of  >a  passion  was  to  compass  the 
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means  of  quenching  it,  in  the  possesBion  of  its  object.  The 
regard  in  which  he  still  held  the  services  of  Aetius  had  forced 
him,  for  a  time,  to  dissimulate  the  extent  to  which  his  lawless 
desires  had  been  kindled  by  the  fatal  sight  of  her  beauty. 
When,  however,  every  means  to  induce  her  return  to  the  Court 
had  failed, — when  the  Empress  herself  had  vainly  solicited  it  as 
a  favour,  —  and  the  war  of  biting  sarcasms  which  he  had 
daily  waged  against  the  jealousy  of  Maximus,  proved  as 
bootless  as  the  rest, — he  grew  tired  of  the  constraint  which  so 
long  a  course  of  dissimulation  had  Imposed  upon  him,  and  was 
about  to  resort  to  the  last  extremities,  when,  just  as  he  w^s 
on  the  point  of  having  her  carried  off  by  force,  an  enfranchised 
slave  of  Maximus,  in  the  confidence  of  his  master,  imparted 
a  secret  to  Yalentinian  which  caused  him  to  alter  his  design. 

He  informed  him  of  a  ring  which  my  mother  had  made  a 
present  to  her  husband,  and  which  he  treasured  so  fondly 
that  he  would  never  allow  it  to  quit  his  possession  ;  adding, 
that  it  was  concerted  between  them  that  whatever  qom- 
inands  he  might  i^nd  her  to  make  her  appearance  at  Court, 
she  was  to  obey  none  unless,  accompanied  by  this  pledge  of 
their  mutual  affection.  Upon  this  information  the  cruel  and 
cunning  tyrant  devised  a  plan  for  the  accomplishment  of  his 
designs,  which  proved  but  too  successful.  Maximus  was  pas- 
sionately addicted  to  gaming.  Valentinian,  jaware  of  this 
weakness,  secretly  gave  commands  for  the  most  dexterous 
adepts  in  this  pernicious  art,  that  could  be  found  in  his  Court,  to 
engage  his  favourite  at  play,  and  to  seek  every  means  of 
inducing  him  to  obtain  an  advance  of  money  upon  this  ring. 
They  succeeded,  though  not  without  difficulty.  He  was  asto- 
nished that  any  one  should  refuse  to  lend  him  money,  and  still 
more  so  that  jewels  of  a  much  higher  value  should  be  rejected 
for  a  ring  with  which  he  had  obstinately  refused  to  part ;  but 
Jbeing  stung  at  his  ill-fortune,  and  the  Emperor  not  being  of 
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the  party,  all  Buspicion  of  any  treacherouB  design  on  the  put 
of  his  adyer«|ries  iras  efSeetually  lulled.  No  sooner  had  he 
parted  with  it,  on  condition  that  he  should  parehase  it  back  when 
the  game  was  over,  than  he  received  an  order  firom  the  Emperor, 
while  yet  in  the  heat  of  play,  commanding  him  forthwi& 
to  repair,  together  with  Aetius,  to  the  auppreasion  of  a  mutii^ 
which,  it  yn&  pretended,  had  broken  out  among  some  legions 
encamped  at  a  distance  of  a  day's  joamey  from  Aquikia* 
Hazimus  entered  the  snare  laid  for  him  with  so  much  ea^r^ 
ness  and  impetuosity,  that  he  set  out  without  evjn  pre^ious^ 
returning  home. 

Scarcely  had  he  quitted  the  town  when  his  wife  receiyed  the 
fatal  ring  from  the  hands  of  the  miscreant  who  had  betrayed 
their  secret.  In  spite,  however,  of  this  convincing  teatimoi^ 
of  her  husband's  wishes^  she  hesitated  a  jconsideraUe  iime 
before  she  could  persuade  herself  to  seek  him  in  so  suspicfous 
a  place  as  the  Palace  of  Valentinian.  But  everything  conspired 
to  insure  her  misfortune.  Her  husband's  slave,  whom  she 
knew  to  be  the  depositary  of  his  inmost  i^rets,  undertook  te 
conduct  her  thither;  and  he  assured  her  it  was  inthe  apartments 
of  Eudoxia  that  Maximus  awaited  her.  She  was  unacqiminted 
"with  the  palace  ;  and  you  may  imagine  her  astonishment  whOBL 
she  found  herself  in  the  Emperor 'e  «paFtm«it  instead  of  thai 
of  Eudoxia,  and  beheld  the  dreaded  Valentinian  where  ^kb 
expected  to  meet  her  husband.  Horror<»&trioken,  she  turned 
her  eyes  in  every  direction  ;  but,  instead  of  ihe  crowd  with 
which  she  had  been  accustomed  to  see  the  master  of  that  plaee 
surrounded,  she  beheld  a  deserted  space  that  made  her  tremble 
with  apprehension.  She  saw  at  once  that  she  had  been 
betrayed  ;  and  attempting  to  seek  refuge  in  flight,  she  foand 
all  egress  securely  barred.  Valentiniam  strove  by  his  address 
to  inspire  her  with  confidence,  and,  appr<»tching  her  with  the 
delist  humility,  assumed  at  first  the  appearance  and  the 
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req>ectful  passion.  Palling,  howerer,  in  thus  restoring  her  to 
con£dBncc,  he  next  brought  into  play  all  the  resources  that 
Jove,  lunbition,  tears,  and  desperation  can  furnish  to  beguile 
the  weakness  of 'the  sex,  but  with  no  other  success  than  kind- 
ling fresh  indignation  against  his  treachery.  The  tyrant  soon, 
howoTer,  threw  aside  the  mask  of  deference,  and  appeared  in 
the  true  colours  of  his  odious  nature.  The  tears,  entreaties, 
and  despair  to  which  his  hapless  victim  now  betook  herself  in 
her  turn,  proved  as  unavailing  as  were  her  cries  and  the 
struggles  with  which  she  endeavoured  to  defend  herself  against 
lus  violence. 

'Meanwhile  Maximus,  having  received  intelligence  while  on 
his  journey  that  all  was  tranquil  in  the  quarter  to  which  he 
was  repairing,  turned  his  steps  homeward ;  and,  wishing  to 
lose  no  time  in  communicating  his  tidings  to  the  Emperor,  was 
astonished  to  find  the  doors  of  his  apartment  deserted  by  the 
servile  crowd  which  usually  besieged  them.  While  he  was 
Approaching  them,  they  opened  to  give  passage  .to  his  wife. 
Never  did  the  frightful  gorgon  appear  invested  with  such  dire 
terror  in  the  eyes  of  those  whom  she  turned  into  stone  than  did 
any  mother  in  his  ;  and  to  see  him,  one  would  have  thought  her 
Appearance,  once  so  dear,  had  produced  the  same  effects.  He 
stood  transfixed,  motionless,  and  apparently  dead  to  all  impres- 
'fiions  ;  while  my  mother,  struck  as  by  a  thunderbolt  at  disco- 
vering, in  the  first  witness  of  her  disorder,  the  very  being  from 
whom  she  would  have  hidden  herself  for  ever,  cast  her  eyes  to 
the  earth;  and,  turning  away  a  countenance  in  which  horror  and 
despair  were  vividly  depicted,  fled  from  him  so  precipitately 
that  she  had  already  reached  her  apartment  ere  he  had  reco- 
vered from  his  astoniflhment.  The  innocent  and  hapless  princess, 
.imable  »to  look  with  calmness  on  the  horror  of  her  situation, 
despatched  a  messenger  .to.  AetioS;  begging  him,  to  repair  thither 
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with  the  utmost  diligence ;  and  having  ordered  a  hath  to  he 
prepared,  entered  it,  and  divided  her  veins.  He  arrived  just 
as  she  felt  herself  on  the  point  of  swooning  from  the  loss  of 
hlood:  she  was  still  ahle  to  summon  sufficient  strength  to- 
relate  what  had  hefallen  her;  and  having  delivered  into  his 
hands  the  fatal  ring  which  had  seduced  her,  appeared  consoled 
with  the  thought  that  she  was  dying  in  the  arms  of  her  father, 
and  that  hy  her  death  she  was  expiating  the  innocent  wrong 
which  she  had  done  her  hushand.  Aetius,  himself  penetrated 
with  the  utmost  grief,  strove  for  a  long  time  in  vain  to  admi- 
nister some  consolation  to  Maximus.  He  was  apprehensive  of 
the  most  fatal  consequences^  from  the  impetuosity  of  his  dispo- 
sition and  the  violence  of  his  resentment ;  and  dreaded  lest,  in  his 
thirst  for  vengeance,  he  should  raise  a  sacrilegious  hand  against 
the  person  of  his  prince.  On  the  other  hand,  he  was  not  without 
fears  that  the  Emperor,  solicitous  for  the  safety  of  his  own  life, 
might  carry  his  injustice  and  tyranny  still  further,  hy  sacrificing 
that  of  a  man  whom  he  had  already  injured  too  deeply  to  permit 
him  to  live.  My  father  dissimulated  as  much  as  he  was  ahle 
the  extent  of  his  affliction  ;  he  even  pretended  to  he  influenced 
hy  all  the  arguments  employed  hy  his  friend  in  order  to  appease 
him ;  and  soon  afterwards  here  his  sorrow  and  resentment  to 
the  wars,  which  had  hroken  out  afresh  hetween  Attila  and  the 
Komans. 

Ere  he  departed,  Aetius  ventured  to  reproach  his  master 
with  the  hlackness  of  this  last  crime,  hut  his  ohservations  were 
received  with  evident  displeasure.  Having  conjured  the 
Empress  to  take  me  under  her  protection,  he  set  out  in 
company  with  Maximus.  Victory,  as  usual,  everywhere 
attended  his  arms  ;  hut,  while  he  triumphed  over  the  enemies 
of  the  emph'e,  the  conduct  of  Yalentinian  was  a  continual 
source  of  disquietude  to  him.  There  was  no  limit  to  the  acts 
of  cruelty  and  violence  to  which  he  now  gave  himself  up,  in 
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tbc  absence  of  one  \?hom  he  was  beginning  to  regard  in  the 
ligbt  of  an  importunate  censor  of  his  actions.  Maximus,  at  tbe 
bottom  of  his  heart,  felt  a  secret  joy  at  every  fresh  intelligence 
of  excesses  which  brought  tears  into  the  eyes  of  the  generous 
Aetius  ;  for,  far  from  time  having  stifled  in  the  bosom  of  the 
proud  Roman  his  resentment  of  the  cruel  injury  he  had 
sustained,  the  violence  he  had  done  himself  in  concealing  it» 
had  increased  his  implacable  hatred  of  the  tyrant.  Great 
Heaven !  to  what  means  did  he  resort  for  the  satisfaction  of 
his  injuries,  and  of  what  do  we  not  become  capable  under  the 
furious  influence  of  revenge !  Maximus  was  well  aware  that 
80  long  as  the  faithful  Aetius  watched  over  the  safety,  of  his 
unworthy  master  he  could  never  accomplish  his  purpose: 
resolved,  however,  to  perish  himself  rather  than  lose  his  revenge, 
he  did  not  hesitate  to  sacrifice  his  friend  to  the  furious  desire 
which  possessed  him  of  washing  out  the  wrongs  he  had  received, 
in  the  blood  of  his  master.  Aetius  redoubled  his  reproaches 
in  every  letter  which  he  addressed  to  him  ;  but  those  which 
Maximus  wrote  to  the  Emperor  were  couched  in  a  far  different 
tone.  Flattery,  a  bait  which  is  as  dangerous  to  tyrants  and 
evil-doers  as  it  so  often  proves  to  heroes,  failed  not  per* 
suasively  to  convey  the  insinuation  that  the  General  of  the 
Romans  took  the  liberty  of  censuring  the  imaginaryi  defects  of 
his  Emperor,  only  because  he  was  jealous  of  his  virtues;  that  it 
was  to  be  feared  he  was  urged  to  render  his  name  odious  in  the 
ears  of  the  legions,  rather  by  a  desire  of  filling  his  place,  than 
that  extreme  tenderness  which  he  affected  for  the  liberties 
of  the  Romans  and  the  tranquillity  of  the  empire  ;  and,  lastly, 
that  a  subject  who  was  adored  by  the  soldieiy,  had  it  always 
in  his  power  to  be  one  no  longer,  whenever  his  ambition  should 
get  the  better  of  his  fidelity.  This  artifice,  grossly  conceived 
as  it  was,  successfully  worked  upon  a  mind  as  pusillanimous  as 
it  was  ungrateful.     Aetius  was  recalled  under  the  pretext  of  a 
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passing  danger  by  which  his  master  was  threatened,  and  ihe 
command  of  the  anny  was  intrusted  to  Mazimus.  No  sooner 
did  the  renowned  Roman  niake  his  appearance  at  ilie  Goaet 
than  he  fell  assassinated  at  the  feet  of  the  Emperor,  while 
kneeling  to  salute  him.  The  report  of  his  death  soon  reached 
the  army,  and  a  portion  of  tiie  legions  immediately  hastened  to 
AYcnge  him ;  while  in  Aquileia  the  whole  populace  rose  against 
Yalentinian,  who  was  immolated — by  the  hands  of  his  own 
.goards — to  tiie  manes  of  the  great  Actios,  and  the  secmity  pi 
-the  public  weal. 

My  father  was  immediately  proclaimed  Emperor  by  the 
-senate  and  the  army.  But  eren  this  good  fortune  could  scarcely 
console  him  that  he  had  not  with  his  own  hand  driven  tiie 
jdagg^  into  the  perfidious  heart,  which  he  had  not  been  able  to 
devote  to  his  vengeance,  without  embracing  in  the  sacrifice  the 
jDOst  magnanimous  and  the  most  virtuous  of  men.  When  he 
took  possession  of  the  empire,  I  was  as  yet  too  young  to  he 
jdive  to  the  misfortones  of  our  family  ;  still  less  so  was  I  to  the 
xevidutions  which  at  that  time  brought  about  so  great  a  change 
in  my  fortunes.  I  can  only  remember  that  I  was  brought  up 
as  the  daughter  of  the  Emperor,  and  that  I  looked  upon 
'Eudoxia  as  my  mother.  Mazimus  had  mazried  her  shortly 
afker  his  elevation  to  the  Purple  ;  but  whether  out  of  policy  or 
AfiFection  is  uneertain,  as  there  were  arguments  in  favour  of 
both.  The  odious  memory  of  his  predecessor,  and  a  stroi^ 
inclination  on  his  part  towards  whatever  was  virtuous  and  just, 
soon  rendered  his  reign  so  agreeable  to  the  Eomans,  that  he 
,  was  in  the  enjoyment  of  the  happiest  tranquillity  when  Childenc, 
the  -son  of  Meroiig,  came  to  his  Court.  I  was  then  informed  of 
:my  mother's  history — often  had  I  shed  tears  over  the  recital ; 
:and  the  aversion  I  had  conceived  for  Merou6,  and  all  his 
race,  was  in  proportion  with  the  wrongs  which  I  imagined  they 
had  inflicted  npcm  ours.      Childeric  had,  howenoer,  ccHue  in 
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jpercMm  i^,  sue  my  hand  in  msniage.  M6reii6,>ihe  most  prudent 
of  men,  was  desiFOus  of  Beeuiing  his'saceessor — ^by  analliance 
•with  the  R<mians-^in  the  posseasion  df  a  state,  of -which,  from 
the  time  he  had  aasomed  its  gO¥enmient,.hahad  never  ceased 
to  .extend  tiie  confines.  The  infirmities  of  .age>were  aheady 
heginning  to  er«ep:upon  him.;  and  he  could  8«e  that  his  s&n^ 
onore  inclined  to  the  -pursuit  of  pleasure  than  concemed  with 
xnattecs  of.  any  serious  import,  would  TequiiB  the  support  of 
^uch  a  protector  as  ithe  Emperor  of  the  Bomans,  to  maintain 
himself  on  a  throne  more  powerful  than  it  wasjfirmiy  based. 

Before  the  arriyal  of  the  young  prince,  I  ^wos,  as  I  have  in* 
formed  you,  fully  disposed  to  detest  him  ;  ^aad  when  the  objeet 
of  his  voyage  was  made  ^nown  to  me,  I  couM  not  refrain 
shuddering  at  the  thought  of  being  united  with  a  race  which 
had  proved  so  fatal  to  ;my  family.  His  presence,  however,  in 
Bome  degree  modified  mj  maitiments.  .His  rrhole  person  ww 
such  as  immediate^  to  inspire  liking  ;  has  .beariug  was  lofty 
and  noble  ;  his  ^dress  polished  and  insinuating  ;  and  ^his 
mmd  full  of  vivacity  and  interest.  <Bnt  all  these  amiable 
qualities  only  succeeded  in  .facing: the  positive  averston  wi^ 
which  I  had  been  prepossessed  against  bim,  without,  however, 
exciting  in  me  seraiiments  of  a  .more  decided  diaracter  in  hk 
favour. 

As  I  had  not  then  reached  my  twelfth  year,  my  extreme 
youth  was  perhaps  the  cause  that  he  paid /no  great  attention  to 
the  beauty  of  which  I  had  already  been  taught  to  believe  myseff 
p>ssessed.;  .perhaps,  too,  he  may  have^regarded  me  with  indif^ 
ferenoe  simply  :from  the  fact  that  J  iwas  xlestined  to  become  his. 
Nevertheless  hisfalher  was  not  dispkased  ihat  he  should  re- 
main «at  the  Roman  Court 'until  my  age-diould  permit  of  the 
nelebraiion  of  a. marriage  up<m  which  he  Itad  set  his  heart. 
He  noairished  the^hope  that  the  character  for  .magnanimity  «nd 
virtue  which  still  continued  to  invest  .the  name  of  Eoman, 


333  COUNT  HAMILTON*S  TALES. 

would  leave  such  an  impression  upon  the  mind  of  the  young 
Prince  as  might  counteract  the  tendencies  to  which  he  regretted 
to  find  it  yielding.  ChUderic,  unwilling  to  throw  away  the  time 
that  was  to  elapse  hefore  our  marriage,  directed  his  aspirations, 
whercYor  he  could  find  an  object  deserving  his  attentions  and 
his  inconstancy.  Every  day  fresh  conquests,  fresh  infidelities, 
and  fresh  rivals,  marked  his  career  ;  the  Emperor  himself  was 
not  exempt  from  the  apprehensions  which  the  young  stranger 
excited  in  the  husbands  of  the  fair  Roman  ladies.  The  malig* 
nant  influence  of  his  star,  fatal  rather  than  conjugal  in  its 
character,  threatened  the  domestic  tranquillity  which  had  pre- 
vailed in  the  family  of  Maximus  since  his  marriage  with 
Eudoxia.  Although  no  longer  possessed  of  those  brilliant 
charms  which  belong  only  to  the  freshness  of  youth,  she  still 
preserved  considerable  beauty.  The  assiduous  attentions  and 
beseeching  looks  of  one  whose  Isonquest  was  disputed  by  all 
the  beauties  of  the  Court,  proved  successful  rather  by  the 
flattering  homage  they  presented  to  her  vanity  than  by  any 
influence  they  had  upon  her  heart,  Maximus,  by  whom  she 
was  passionately  beloved,  perceived  her  weakness.  In  raillery 
and  biting  sarcasm  he  excelled  ;  and  he  would  frequently  attack 
the  Empress  in  public  with  the  most  merciless  pleasantries  his 
jealousies  could  inspire  him  with,  on  the  disproportion  of  her 
age  with  that  of  the  youth  whose  addresses  she  favoured. 
There  is  no  point  upon  which  women  are  so  susceptible  of 
being  wounded,  when  they  have  not  entirely  resigned  all  pre- 
tensions to  youthfulnesR.  She  was  stung  to  the  quick,  and 
already  began  to  repent  that  she  had  ever  allowed  him  to 
succeed  the  cruel  Yalentinian  in  her  affections,  by  whom, 
amidst  all  his  violence  and  disorder,  she  had  never  felt  herself 
80  grossly  ill  treated.  But  when,  in  the  course  of  their  secret 
bickerings  upon  this  subject,  he  was  rash  enough  to  taunt  her 
with  having  yielded  herself  to  Childeric,  with  the  same  facility 
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with  which  she  had  heen  persuaded  to  marry  him,  hj  whose 
machinations  her  hushand  had  heen  assassinated,  her  furj  knew 
no  honnds.  Careful,  however,  not  to  hetraj  her  resentment, 
she  kept  it  closely  pent  up  within  her  hreast,  and  resolved  that 
this  offensive  reproach  should  cost  him  his  life.  She  sought  a 
reconciliation,  the  hotter  to  ensure  her  ohject ;  the  subject  was 
now  never  alluded  to ;  Childeric  and  all  that  concerned  him 
was  banished  from  her  mind,  to  make  room  for  the  sole  do- 
minion of  her  implacable  desire  for  vengeance.  She  urged 
Maximus,  on  the  contrary,  to  hasten  the  period  of  their  nuptials, 
and  to  lose  no  time  in  dismissing  a  thoughtless  stripling,  who 
had  so  absurdly  alarmed  his  jealousy.  At  this  stage  of  affairs, 
news  was  received  of  the  death  of  Meroue  ;  and  his  successor, 
more  eager  to  wear  a  crown  than  to  wed  a  mistress  who  was 
not  the  object  of  his  own  choice,  departed  with  precipitation, 
deferring  the  celebration  of  his  marriage'  with  me  until  after 
his  coronation. 

It  was  not  long  after  this  that  the  Roman  empire — a  prey  to 
frequent  revolutions  during  its  decline — experienced  at  last  the 
causes  which  led  to  its  final  and  entire  ruin.  Eudoxia,  who  con- 
tinued to  brood  unceasingly  over  her  hatred  and  her  desire  to  be 
revenged,  under  the  cloak  of  avenging  the  death  of  her  first  hus- 
band, communicated  her  design  to  a  small  party,' which  still  con- 
tinued to  drag  on  an  obscure  and  scarcely  nominal  existence, 
and  consisted  of  a  straggling  remnant  of  the  companions  of 
Valentinian's  debauchery,  or  the  ministers  of  his  cruelty. 
Genseric,  the  successor  of  Attila,  who  had  so  frequently  been 
defeated  by  Aetius,  and  whom  that  general  had  just  before  his 
death  completely  driven  from  the  territories  of  the  empire, 
having,  at  that  time,  re-assembled  an  army  of  Goths  and  Van- 
dals, and  being  in  intelligence  with  secret  agents  at  Rome  was 
preparing  to  advance  upon  that  city.  Maximus,  advised  of  his 
designs,  was  collecting  together  his  legions,  in  order  to  oppose 
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their  exBCutioit,  iiiwn.he,wd»a|i|RiBad  ^at  be  had  already  made* 
himself  master  <^  the  amaent  city,  and  was-  mnr-tarmng  his 
armj  towards*  Aquilotai  whither  he  waa  adyaneing   by  forced 
marches.   At  this  intdligenoe,  which  somided  like  a  doom  prcv- 
Boimoed  by  liie  fales.i^oir  the  remains  of  the  largest  empiro  the: 
worid  had  ever  witnessed^  the-eoo&sion  of  the  Btnuaaiapreparedi 
them  to  iistt  aa.  easy  cow{iie8tr  to  an  enemy  whom-  they  re^- 
garded  with  ceiiteii^«    GoBstematimi.  spread  itself  among  the 
tro(^  ;.the  senateLwasseised  with  horror  ;  and: the  whole  town 
became  a  piCQr  to  the  wildest  disorder.    The  accomplices  of 
Endoxia'S  design  noiln  seised  their  time  ;  and  several,  of  thent 
setting  fire  to  various! quarters  of  the  town,  gav»  the  signal  to 
the  rest  of  theoonspiraitors*     By  accusing  Maaomufr  of  having' 
betn^T^ed  tbem»  l^  his  cowardice  and  neglect,  to  the  fury  of  the. 
barbanans,  they-  raised,  the  populace-  against  him,  and  soon, 
there  was  but  one^ory  for  his  destruction.    With  more  finnness» 
however,  and  audacity,  than  prudence,  be  presented  hims^  td 
the  fury  of  themulUtude.     Several  of  the  hottest  and  most  fi>r- 
ward  of  the  ringleader&he  slew  with  his  own  hand  ;  but,  £ar  from 
assuaging  their  excitement^  he  beoama  the  mark  for  a  thousaoid. 
weapons.     In  ordw  to  avoid  being  surrounded,  he  retreated 
into  the  Palace;  but  so  obstinately  and  with  such  eagerness  was* 
he  pursued,  that  he  fell,  pierced  with  several  wounds,  at  the 
feet  of  the  inhuman  Empress^  who  had  stepped  forward  rather  to 
glut  her  hatred  and  satisfy  her' vengeance,  than  with  any  view 
to  save  her  husband,  who  sixetched  forth  his  arms  towards 
her-  in  vain, — a  victim  doubtless  offered  up  by  Ihe  just,  resent- 
ment of  Heaven  to.  the  manes-  of  Aetius,   rather  than  in. 
expiation  of  the  murder  of  an  ungrateful  master  and  a  cruel 
Emperor. 

But  Ettdoxia.  was.  not  permitted  to  triumph  long  in  her  baiv- 
barous  revenge.  Genseric  appeared  before  Aquileia  while  yet 
the  city  was- ia  the  midst  o£  the  disorder  and  commotion  into 
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which  these  recent  eyenta  had  plunged  it*     Its.  gates  were, 
opened  to  him ;  bat»  incensed  at  thehorribleorime  which  he  was 
informed  a  woman  had  committed  upon  hira:  husband;  and 
dreading  the  effects  of  so  dangerous  an  example  to  the  wodd. 
as  the  spectacle  of  a  people  in  arms-  against  their  prince  ;  he 
entered  the  .capital  of  the  Romans  as  though  it. had  been  taken: 
by  storm,  and  abandoned  it  to  the£ury>  the  brotalitj,  andtha 
avarioe  of  his  soldiers..    Nothing  was  spared^  save  in  the. 
interior  of  the  Palace,  whither  Ihe  King  of  the.  Yandab  had. 
immediately  repaired.     He  refused  to  see  the  cruel  Eudozia  ; 
and  a  few  days  after,  I  was  brought  away  in  the  train  of. 
Genseric's  followers, — the  sport  of  the  cruel  destiny  that  seemed 
to  pursue  an  august  family,  which  it  must  be  said  had  Uttle 
deserved  its  caprices  and  its- persecution. 

Merciful  HeaTen!  what  must  the  feelings  of.  so  young  a. 
creature  have  been  amidst  such  scenes  of  horror  and  confusion^., 
and  the  appalling  shrieks  which  everywhere  resounded.  The. 
terrible  aspect  of  the  soldiers,  who  drew  near  me  in  order  to 
conduct  me  to  the  chariot  in  which  Eudoxiawas  already  seated,, 
completed  the  disorder  of  my  senses,  and  I  fell  into  a  swoon. 
Happy  for  me  would  it  indeed  have  been,  had  I  never 
recovered. 

The  lovely  nymph  appeared  so  moved  at  these  words  that. 
I  was  alarmed  lest  she  should  fall  into  the  state  to  which  she^ 
had  been  alluding.  It  was  in  vain  that  she  strove  to  continue 
her  narrative,  and  to  stifle  the  sighs  by  which  she  was  con- 
tinually interrupted.  Yielding  at  last  to  her  grief,  after  giving 
me  to  understand  the  extent  to  which  she  was  moved  by  a  look 
of  exquisite  langnishment,  she  raised  her  hand  to  a  golden  cord 
which  was  hanging  besido  her ;  as  soon  as  she  pulled  it  I 
heard  a  sound  more  harmonious  than  the  most  delicate  skill 
could  have  elicited  from  harpsichords  and  theorbos,  while  at 
the  same  time  a  perfumed  vapour  suddenly  filled  the  apartaent, 
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and  concealed  eyerj  object  from  mj  sight.  At  last  it  gra- 
dually melted  away,  leaving  behind  a  perfume  which  was 
quite  strange  to  me,  but  which  seemed  the  most  agreeable  I 
had  ever  breathed.  Under  cover  of  this  mist,  however,  the 
fair  divinity  had  vanished ;  nor  were  there  any  traces  even  of 
the  sofa  upon  which  she  had  lain.  Well !  I  exclaimed,  here  I 
suppose  concludes  the  adventure ;  and  since  the  goods  are 
beginning  to  be  moved,  perhaps  this  Palace,  with  all  its 
magical  decorations,  may  vanish  in  like  manner,  and  I  may 
next  find  myself  in  the  middle  of  a  field,  or  beneath  some  bush, 
not  quite  sure  whether  I  have  been  dreaming,  or  have  actually 
seen  all  this. 

But  I  was  not  left  to  dwell  long  upon  these  reflections.  .  A 
most  charming  figure  made  its  appearance,  accompanied  by  a 
concert  of  hautboys  and  fiddles,  whose  music  was  as  ravishing 
as  any  Lulli  ever  composed.  The  young  lady  who  thus  pre- 
sented herself,  and  who  seemed  to  be  preparing  to  dance,  was 
habited  in  a  mask  ;  her  dress  differed  little  from  those  worn  at 
the  opera,  except  that  her  petticoats  were  shorter  in  front,  and 
all  the  jewels  with  which  she  was  ornamented  were  finer  and 
more  sparkling.  As  soon  as  she  raised  her  arms,  and  set  her- 
self  in  motion  to  commence  the  first  step,  I  felt  a  thrill  of 
admiration  creep  over  me,  so  full  of  exquisite  grace  did  this 
first  movement  appear  to  me.  Ye  gods !  I  exclaimed  ;  if  the 
face  which  she  conceals  from  us  be  worthy  of  such  a  figure, 
to  what  danger  would  be  exposed  those  who  were  permitted  to 
behold  it.  The  whole  time  she  was  dancing,  I  was  in  such 
ecstacy  that  she  must  have  been  delighted  at  the  approbation 
she  met  with,  had  she  remarked  the  changes  that  came  over  my 
countenance,  and  the  number  of  times  I  raised  my  eyes  to 
Heaven.  Her  feet,  so  charmingly  modelled  ;  the  accuracy  of 
her  steps,  keeping  the  most  perfect  time  ;  her  grace  and 
elasticity  ;  all  appeared  to  me  bo  extraordinary,  that  the  fear  of 
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its  concludiBg  too  soon  diminished  the  pleasure  of  the  most 
charming  spectacle  I  ever  heheld.  Oh,  Herod !  I  exclaimed, 
when  she  had  made  her  courtesy,  if  the  daughter  of  thj  mis- 
tress had  danced  thus  hefore  thee,  every  head  in  thy  palace 
would  have  but  poorly  repaid  her ;  and,  ashamed  to  have  limited 
thy  promised  reward  to  half  thy  kingdom,  she  would  have 
become  the  mistress  both  of  thy  heart  and  thy  territories.  My 
compliment  was  not  heard  by  the  dancer,  who  disappeared  in 
eome  imperceptible  manner,  and  was  succeeded  by  a  fresh  scene. 
Three  ladies  now  entered  with  all  the  necessary  apparatus 
for  tea  and  coffee.  Those  who  carried  the  table  set  it  in  front 
of  me,  and  then  placed  themselves  on  each  side,  while  the 
ihird,  having  laid  out  the  things,  made  a  profound  obeisance 
after  a  fashion  of  her  own  ;  for,  instead  of  bending  the  knees, 
and  so  gradually  sinking,  she  leaned  her  head  backwards,  and 
raising  her  outstretched  arms,  bent  herself  towards  the  rear. 
This  ceremony  I  looked  upon  as  rather  barbarous,  and  my  first 
impression  was  that  she  was  fainting  away ;  but  she  imme- 
diately recovered  her  upright  posture,  and  stood  straight  before 
me  with  her  hands  crossed,  one  over  the  other.  Her  hair  was 
of  a  jetty  black,  her  eyes  very  bright,  and  her  complexion  of  a 
lively,  though  somewhat  darkened  tint ;  and  all  these  together 
contributed  to  give  her  a  certain  arch  expression,  which  fre- 
quently produces  a  greater  effect  than  the  most  faultless 
beauty.  She  who  was  on  my  right  had  hair  of  the  most  beau- 
tiful flame-colour  I  ever  beheldl  n  my  life ;  her  eyes  were 
black,  her  eyebrows  brown,  and  never  was  a  red-haired  maid 
blest  with  so  dazzling  a  complexion.  Her  neck  and  arms  were 
of  the  same  perfect  whiteness  ;  and  so  full  of  animation  were 
her  looks  that  on  turning  towards  her  I  beheld  her  smiling,  as 
full  of  vivacity  and  playfulness  as  though  she  had  known  me 
all  her  life.  The  other  was  a  fair  beauty,  elegantly  formed, 
though  sufficiently  plump ;  her  large  soft  blue  eyes  were  filled 
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inti^  Ml  ezpraMioa  of  languor ;  ber  action  ims  grneefyi  asoA 
Bfttnnil ;  while  sn  air  of  tendemesB,  a  fittle  tuiged  widi  m^a#- 
dioly,  and  her  head  tHghilj  drooping,  siade  me  judge  that 
insensihility  was  not  her  defect.      Their  dresses  and  liiedr 
omamentfr  were  ne«4y  eimilar  to  dieee  which  are  at  preseiit 
w6:S;  wHh  the  exoeption  ^t  their  ^ead-gear  appeared  to 
me  somewhat  taller^  and  liiat  instead  of  r^bens  ikej  wo^e 
large  atgrefiee,  produemg,  as  thej  moved  Uieir  Beads,  a  most 
agreeable  effect ;  th^  bodices  were  sc<^ped  oat  to  a  pe»iit 
in  front,  and  diseo^red  somewhat  mere  of  lite  bosom   and 
fihoulders.    After  examining  with  proper  attention  these  ^iree 
beauties,  I  turned  to  the  repast  which  was  laid  out  before  me. 
Here  would  have  been  a  frnitftd  field  for  your  inventory-makers  i 
but  you,  if  I  remember  rightly,  entertain  a  proper  contempt  fw 
these  frirolous  and  wearisome  ornaments  whicli  nor^sts  useix) 
eke  out  their  nairatires.     I  shall  say  nothing,  therefore,  of  the 
magnificence  of  the  ser^ce,  the  least  precious  article  of  whidb 
was  a  set  of  golden  spoons  inlaid  with  large  diamonds.    NcTcn* 
theless  I  began  to  surrey  the  table  with  admiration,  the-  tnty^, 
tiie  milk-jug,  and  the  cups  ;  but  it  was  rather  from  politeness 
than  curiosity,  for  all  my  interest  was  absorbed  in  the  prih'- 
eesses  in  whose  company  I  found  myself.     Accordingly  I 
passed  them  once  more  in  rerriew  with  minuter  attention,  and 
observed  that  each  was  pronded  with  a  napkin,  which  she  car- 
Tied  under  her  arm.     I  found  in  liie  glances  of  the  red-headed 
Itymph  the  same  gracious  and  provoking  reception  that  she  hod 
honoured  me  with  befbre  r  the  other  was  still  as  languishing 
and  tender  as  ever ;  and  the  lady  who  stood  opposite  to  me 
vequested  to  know  if  I  would  be  pleased  to  have  the  tea  served! 
I  immediately  perceived  the  incivility  of  which  I  had  been 
gmlty,  and,  risnng  with  precipitation,  I  signified,  after  a  pro- 
found bow,  lliat  I  was  extremely  obliged  to  her. 
-  "  Speak^  sir,''  she  said,  *'  speak  wi&out  restramt.    In  the 
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absence  of  the  divinity  who  presides  here  you  are  permitted  to 
break  the  silence  which  was  only  imposed  upon  you  against 
her  will ;  and  since  we  do  not  possess^  as  she  does,  the  gift  of 
reading  thoughts,  you  must  be  kind  enough  to  explain  yours.' 
I  confess  that  I  was  delighted  at  the  permission  ;  for  though  I  am 
Bot  much  of  a  talker,  I  was  never  so  troubled  to  hold  iny 
tongue  as  I  bad  been  ever  since  it  had  been  enjoined  me.    Imme^ 
diately  addreai^ng  the  little  dark  beauty  who  had  ju&t  spoken; 
**  No,  madam»"said  1,  **  I  dball  not  abuse  the  honour  you  would 
do  me  by  accepting  it ;  but  I  conjure  you  to  inform  me,  in  the 
first  place,  whether  I  am  awake;  secondly,  whether  it  is  expected 
thatylike  another  Don  Quixote,  I  shall  allow  myself  to  be  waited 
on  by  ladies  of  your  distinguished  appearance  ;  and  lastiy,  what 
has  become  ei  the  divine  personage  by  whoia  I  was  condueted 
lather,  and  of  the  lady  who  did  me  the  honour  to  dimee  bef(H*e 
me."     *'  There  m  certainly,"  she  replied,  **  an  infi^ible  means 
of  proving  that  this  is  not  a  dream,  and  that  would  be  to  cut  off 
one  of  your  fingers,  or  pull  out  one  of  your  eyes,  which  might 
be  returned  to  you  in  a  few  days  ;  but  I  do  not  imagine,"  she 
continued,  smiling^  "  thai  you  will  insist  upon  requiring  sucb 
proofs  in  order  to  elear  up  your  doubts.     As  to  the  nymph,  she 
is  now  at  Poissi,  and,  foreseeing  that  the  things  she  had  »kill 
ta  relate  would  renew  her  sorrows  even  to  a  m<Hre  paii^ 
extent  than  those  you  have  already  heard,  she  requelsted 
me  to  conclude  a  narrative  which  her  tears  had  so  frequently 
interrupted.      If,  therefore,   you  prefer  listening  to  me  at 
once,  to  partaking  of  the  refreshments  which  she  has  sent  you^ 
my  companions  will  leave  us  together  and  await  her  further 
orders."     At  these  words,  the  two  la^es  who  had  brou^t  the 
table,  carried  it  off  together  with  what  was  upon  it,  and  quitted 
the  apartm^it,  while  the  pretty  brunette  took  a  seat  beside  me, 
and,  without  taking  any  time  to  consider  what  she  was  about 
to  relate,  proceeded  as  follows  with  the  history  of  Zeneyda. 

z2 
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CONTINUATION  OF  ZENEYDA. 

BY   MOMS.   LBTIS* 

Zenetda,  as  you  have  been  told,  occupied  the  same  cbariot 
frith  the  Empress  Eudozia,  in  the  train  which  followed  the 
cruel  Genseric.     This  terrible  ruler  of  the  Goths  crossed  over 
into  Africa  laden  with  the  spoils  of  all  Italy  ;  for  his  soldiers 
had  pillaged  both  Rome,  the  ancient  city,  and  Acquileia,  the 
new  residence  of  the  Caesars.     He  led  thither  as  captives,  or 
rather  as  monuments  of  his  yictory,  the  widow  of  the  Eoman 
Emperor,  and  the  grand-daughter  of  the  King  of  the  Franks. 
It  is  with  the  latter  alone  that  I  have  to  do  ;  but  she  was  so 
young  that  her  stay  in  Africa  presents  no  feature  of  any 
interest.     She  merely  shared  the  captivity  and  the  sorrows  of 
her  mother-in-law,  although  innocent  of  her  crimes ;  and  when, 
at  the  expiration  of  seven  years,  Genseric  reconciled  with  the 
Emperor  Theodosius,  the    younger,  then  reigning  in  Con- 
stantinople, sent  Eudoxia  back  to  him,  Zeneyda  again  followed 
her.     The  young  princess  was  then  in  her  twentieth  year,  and 
her  beauty  was  in  the  height  of  its  brilliancy.    The  court  of 
the  Emperor  of  the  East  had  never  beheld  anything  more 
lovely  ;  and  the  Greeks,  with  all  their  love  for  hyperbole,  had 
not  contrived  on  this  occasion  to  praise  her  above  her  deserts. 
The  illustrious  Pulc^eria,  sister  to  Theodosius, — a  princess 
whose  virtues  and  whose  wit  have  been  handed  down  in  history, — 
took  a  delight  in  cultivating  the  natural  disposition  of  Zeneyda ; 
she  gave  her  lessons  of  wisdom  which  were  of  service  to  her 
in  supporting  the  weight  of  affliction  which  subsequently  over- 
whelmed her.     She  was  at  that  time  resplendent  with  youth 
and  beauty,  and  several  princes  were  rivals  for  the  honour  of 
her  liand. 
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Among  these  the  heir  to  the  throne  of  Armenia  appeared  to 
hold  the  first  rank.     He  had  come  to  Byzantium  to  study 
Greek  art,  and  to  receive  lessons  from  the  celehrated  philo- 
sophers who  had  worthily  succeeded  Socrates  and  Flato»    But 
the  eyes  of  Zeneyda  had  terribly  distracted  his  attention  from 
his  studies  :  of  aU  masters  Cupid  finds  the  most  obedient  pupils, 
•and  the  prince  neglected  all  others.     The  King  his  father  was 
informed  of  this,  through  his  minister  residing  at  the  Court  of 
Constantinople  ;  and  as  it  was  his  intention  to  imite  his  son 
with  the  Princess  of  Cappadocia,  he  lost  no  time  in  recalling 
liim.     When  the  heir-apparent  of  Armenia,  whose  name  was 
Tigranus,  in  common  with  the  majority  of  the  soyereigns  of 
that  country,,  received  this  fatal  command,  he  gave  way  to  the 
most  violent  despair  ;  not  that  he  was  so  far  advanced  in  the 
good  graces  of  Zeneyda,  although  he  was  treated  no  worse 
than  any  of  his  rivals,  for  she  would  sometimes  smile  on  him 
^th  kindness ;  and  if  a  witty  sally  should  chance  to  escape 
him,  she  never  failed  to  applaud  it.   This  was  enough  to  furnish 
hope  to  a  young  man  who  was  very  much  in  love,  and  none  was 
-ever  more  passionately  so  than  Tigranus.     He  felt  that  if  he 
absented  himself  he  should  lose  the  fruit  of  all  his  endeavours, 
for  the  impression  he  had  been  able  to  make  on  the  daughter 
of  Mazimus  was  too  slight  to  resist  the  effects  of  absence. 
Accordingly  he  resolved  at  all  risks  not  to  quit  Constantinople ; 
l)ut  knowing  that  if  he  persisted  in  remaining  at  the  court  of 
Theodosius,  the  Bang  his  father,  whose  inflexible  disposition  he 
was  acquainted  with,  would  inevitably  elaim  him  at  the  hands 
of  the  Emperor,  he  determined  to  dissimulate,  and  feigned 
obedience.     He  made  every  preparation  for  his  departure,  took 
leave  of  Theodosius  in  the  usual  form  of  imperial  etiquette,  and 
embarked  on  the  Bosphorus  for  Trebizond,  a  port  on  the  Black 
Sea,  not  far  distant  from  Armenia.     He  sent  his  suite  thither 
on  board  a  transport  vessel,  while  he  himself  sailed  in  one  of 
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'Ibiwe  A^e-nmiieA  (dnps  naed  in  the  Msrigatita  «( tfaeuUplii- 

palago,  and  wUdli  are  BeUm  manned  by  aame  tJua  eight  <t 

-ten  Baikn.    On  tfe  erenuig  of  bk  deputerfi,  and  ere  Aif 

.b^leftihe  Btrvli,^  cdkd  tlunn  ifiih^lflttr  wdM4edk» 

.and  Bude  them  drink  pkntiMlj  nf  vine  nnd  Ivandy^  wfam 

«|1mj  ivan  nil  drank  ke  tfaseir  kaiBeifinteihe  sen  nnfAceeived. 

As  he  nsB  n  good  sinmmer,  and  IIm  venal  not  iatt  icomtimt, 

he  WMB  not  hng  tfmfkmg  jL    I  omitted  to  4>l»ecye  idiat*  ti> 

invoid  a  eeut^  vkiok  migkt  lead  te  Ihb  dMcorerj,  ke  k>d  Vjfc 

-a  paper  on  keaid  addressed  to  tke  £ing  hi»£Blksr,  in  wki(di  he 

•tsied  kis  intention  ef  tBnninating  an  exiateDce  wkich  kad 

become  odieufl  1o  kim  sinee  ke  had  keen  focoed  io  leaie  tlife 

nkjeet  of  kis  desires. 

A  fiakerman's  hut  f axmsked  kim  skelter  for  tkat  nigfat ;  and 
jtke  next  mammg  ke  esckanged  clotkes  wifk  a  peasant,  .and 
zetoned,  so  disguised,  into  Cowstantinc^.  TkaA  ke  migbt 
rmi  BtiU  less  xbk  of  being  diseoFfiEed,ke.adopted  ike  preeaution 
of  tjing  a  giseen bandage  across  ins  ejes»  wiik.a  ^ev of  passij^g 
Jnr  a  blind  beggar.  An  inteUigent  poodle  whiek  ke  kad  pnzi^ 
teased  froBn  tke  fiabezntan  witii  'vhom  ke  kad  soqgbi  re&g^ 
.prored  of  essential  service  to  kin.  Tkis  dog,  wkese  nasiss  wsn 
Jloqainet,  iras  £utened  to  kins  by  a  r&andy  and  was  «een 
.traiaed.to  kis  knsineBS  of  a^ipesring  te  kad  kkn  tkroiBgk  t^ 
datreets  of  Constaatinc^le.  On  entering  itibe  o«ty,  tke  Piiaee  of 
Ainwma  meebanioailj  bent  Jbn  steps  tonranb  4be  kn^ofaxA. 
pekiee,  and  stopped  at  ike  gatesicf  ^egaarden.  His  yootk  ^laS. 
CTgagmg  figuoe  attracted  attoation,  aademxted  iAit  compaaskii 
of  ike  ckaritaldy  disposed  ;  tke  Sadies  nunc  espeeially,  whcstp 
Jifisrts  are  naturally  inoInMid  to  poty,  Beamed  taucbed  «t  ^ 
.spectade  of  so  yoimg  and  so  kaodseme  a  man  reduced  jto  #p 
ipiteous  a  eondttioBQ,  and  all,  vitk  scaine  any  exeepiion«  mh^ 
-passed  kim,  dmpped  a  piece  of  talrer  into  kis  disk;  Wken  te 
.keaid  it  Mi,  he  would  bov^  witk  a  noble  and,  ^  tbesane  lim^ 
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resptfictfel  Anr,  ^hlok  lAomiaed  ^e.mteaest  ^t  wm  feU  to 
hsaOf  -^fffldie  itoqnmefesftoad  im  Ink  liiiuL  legs  aaid  m&fle  a  courtesj* 
ZliB  bftBcbi^iffaiB  JH)t  :8e  !ti|^t  «at»8'lhe  Brinee  «f  Armenia'ft 
€fes  but  he  jcould  sae  lie&€BKyi  it,  And  !he  recqgaked  one  of  Ito 
Bundfl  of  hoiuoariiif  the  'PrinBefis  Z€aieydft,  -w^o,  on  eaieriag  ths 
gRnioQ,  liad;8t(^{ied,  jb  iha  otiiers  iiad  done,  to  give  faim  afans* 

^'Maikm,".  siddiiQ,  wifb  a  voice  fiiHrof  emotioB,  ^'I  tiiank 
foa  moft  iuaoiiif .  for:,  four  Undness ;  but  how  nmeh  sbsoiild  I 
l|e  indebtod  io  you  if,  tiiroagh.  foer  pqweifol  protection,  I  could 
<&tain  admisBien  iirte  ^k  beontifid  ^jRden,  and  le&^eah  m jself 
andiile  m  the.diade.of  -Ab  plantmos  ^lat  fltaod  suimd  i^  graaA 
faftsiii.  Mjr  'poor  i^^-ydm  ia  djlngnvzfeh  tbBnst,  is  «?ai  more  id 
irantofittiaBftL" 

-  The  maid  of  lionour  reqneBted  i&e  gate<ke^w  to  allow  ^ 
Uind  man  and  bk  ^>eodfe  to  jpaas,  and  winle  she  iras  wa&mg 
vbb.^  prboess,  i^  caEed  her  attfflition  to  him*  Zeneifda'a 
aaijbare  is  emnpaBBioaate.;  and  to  be  unfortunate  k  at  once  to 
hare  « idaim  upon  her  heart ;  she  drew  near  '^e  beggar  and 
gave  him  a  golden  piece,  asking  him  at  the  «ame  time  by  ifhat 
aedideot  he  had  hnt  hk  mght. 

.  ^Alas !  madam/'  said  he,  ***  I  must  not  complain  of  my 
blindness,  to  it  iias  aai^d  my  Mb. " 

.  ^*  How  ean  that  be  ?'^  iseplkd  the  ^moess:;  ^*  j6vi  extate  my 
cuE&MDtty ;  b«t  if  yonr  adr«tBtBreB  are  loi^,  I  ishall  Bot  have 
fins  to  hear  them  t»4ay  ;  Tetom  to  morrow,  asai  go  to  the 
pftvflion  whidi  lodbs  on  tdie  sea  of  Mflomora;  tkere  I  will  listen 
io  yon  wiHi  pleMDXSu" 

She  aecempanied  ^ese  wmda  i^itha  crmile  so  full  of  kind^ 
BBbs  that  it  woidd  hare  heen  jonsngh  to  torn  the  prince's  head* 
had  it  not  been  done  long  ago.  .  Yoa  maj  imagme  that  he  did 
Botfaiipresentmg  hboiaeif  at  Hke  fl^spomted  hour  on  Ihe  sea- 
aheaee.  He  had  Bought  to  dcesB  himself  as  beoomingly  as  the  snik- 
^ity  «f /his  attke  would  peemit  him.;  attd  it  mast  be  granted 
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that,  beneath  his  cloak  of  coane  stuff,  he  looked  more  like  ft 
prince  than  did  the  greater  number  of  his  riyals,  resplendent 
with  gold  and  purple.  Moreover,  he  nerer  neglected  anythisg, 
and  remembering  that  his  mistress  had  a  fancj  for  dogs,  he 
had  washed  and  combed  Roquinet,  and  had  had  him  newly 
shaven  and  trimmed,  carefully  leaving  him  cufis  and  garters^ 
and  a  handsome  tuft  at  the  end  of  his  tail;  and  never  did 
poodle  make  so  dean  or  so  trim  a  figure.  Zeneyda  was  not 
long  ere  she  made  her  appearance  at  the  pavilion,  and,  seating 
herself  amidst  her  lacUes,  the  blind  man  was  ushered  into  her 
presence.  She  condescended  to  caress  Roquinet,  who  laid 
himself  respectfully  at  her  feet,  and  she  listened  with  attention 
to  the  imaginary  adventures  of  the  prince  of  Armenia.  I  will 
not  repeat  them,  as  they  are  now  devoid  of  interest,  let  it  suf* 
fice  to  inform  you  that,  under  an  ingenious  allegory,  Tigranos 
related  his  own  story.  As  the  danger  would  have  been  to9 
great,  however,  had  he  discovered  himself,  he  remained  eaa* 
coaled  in  the  character  of  a  poor  shepherd  whose  misery  had 
been  caused  by  love. 

All  the  ladies  admired  the  wit  and  the  grace  of  the  blind 
man ;  and  his  bandage  allowed  him  to  perceive  that  Zeneyda 
was  even  more  moved  at  his  narrative  than  the  rest^ 

'<  Ah !  "  said  he,  when  he  retired  to  his  humble  dwelling, 
**  how  extraordinary  is  my  destiny.  While  I  was  heir  to  a 
great  empire,  Zeneyda  appeared  insensible  to  my  love,  and 
now  that  I  present  myself  under  the  disguise  of  a  wretched 
hind,  the  interest  I  inspire  in  her  has  something  in  it  which  is 
akin  to  love.  It  is  indeed  true  that  misfortune  acts  morepowf> 
erfully  upon  a  refined  and  noble  temper  than  all  the  attractions 
of  wealth,  power,  and  ambition." 

He  was  indulging  in  these  and  other  reflections  of  the  same 
kind,  which,  though  perhaps  not  very  correct,  came  from,  a 
Jieart  deeply  enamoured,  when  he  was  informed  by  the  old 
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goodj^cnth  whom  he  lodged,  that  the  whole  neighbourhood  had 
heen  thrown  into  a  state  of  excitement  by  a  superb  cayalcade 
which  had  just  passed  through  the  hippodrome  ;  she  had  been 
told  they  were  the  ambassadors  of  the  Kbg  of  the  Franks,  but 
she  had  forgotten  his  name.  Tigranus  knew  but  too  well  that 
it  was  the  cruel  Ghilderic ;  he  knew,  also,  that  before  the  death 
of  his  father,  Merou^,  he  had  come  to  the  court  of  the  western 
empire  to  sue  for  the  hand  of  Zeneyda,  which  had  been  plighted 
to  him,  her  eztieme  youth  alone  having  delayed  the  celebration 
of  their  marriage.  Since  that  time,  the  captivity  of  the  prin* 
cess,  in  Africa^  had  removed  all  thoughts  of  it,  and  there  was 
every  ground  for  believing  that  a  prince  of  Ghilderic *s  incon- 
stant and  licentious  disposition  had  forgotten  one  whose  inci- 
pient  charms  had  seemed  to  make  no  great  impression  on  him. 
This,  indeed,  was  really  the  case,  but  political  motives  had 
induced  him  to  renew  an  alliance  by  which  he  should  acquire  tk 
^tle  to.  Italy,  whose  conquest  he  was  meditating  ;  and  accord-* 
ingly  he  dispatched  ambassadors  to  the  Emperor  Theodosius, 
who  were  charged  to  demand  of  him  the  grand-daughter  of 
Clodio.  The  prince  of  Armenia  had  soon  guessed  what  was  the 
object  of  their  mission,  which  was  indeed  publicly  made  known 
the  next  morning,  and  he  made  no  doubt  but  it  would  meet 
with  perfect  success.  He  knew  the  weakness  of  the  Emperor, 
who,  during  his  entire  reign,  had  allowed  himself  to  be 
governed  by  his  eunuchs,  and  who,  in  all  probability^  would 
neither  have  courage  nor  generosity  enough  to  resist  the  claims 
of  a  powerful  monarch,  in  an  affair  which  only  concerned  the 
happiness  of  a  youthful  and  unprotected  princess.  It  was 
evident,  therefore,  that  nothing  could  prevent  the  execution  of 
this  fatal  project ;  although,  had  Tigranus  been  assured  of  his 
lather's  consent,  -and  of  that  of  the  princess,  he  would  not 
have  found  it  difficult  to  carry  her  off,  and  conduct  her  into 
Asia^  where  the  Franks  would  never  have  ventured  to  seek 
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bcr.  But  Ikr  ifiroiii  Approting  hk  «oa's  -^mgas,  Hid  King  (sf 
Aiaaenu  'evtertaiiied  yy&wt  w'hi<$k  lendered  l^bem  inpofisible.^ 
Omfspndocikwm  wkUii  hiBTMtfa,  4iiid  lie^rislied  to  bmsttj  tim 
to  its  heireis.  Am  fiM-JScMyda,  perkaps  she  uigkt  be  templef 
kf  the  gtidflring  offer -of  tlMcarawn^f  Frasnoe,  bttt  €i>r«n  filioulft 
ilie  he  indafferait  tothis  ttUmoiaeiit,  it  wm  not  a^wliit  'the  mom 
pvobaUe  Hbtki  eke  woadd  ^rafisent  to  wauler  about  ^e  worli 
with  a  fBODg  mati  at  the  expense  ef  ber  r^nitatioB.  ^1%» 
priaee  of  Anoeitti^  whom  theee  vefleelMBS  mi^weA  ^kBperate, 
aeriootly  made  vp  hk  imnd  to  tentifiale  Ids  -eidstetioe  ;  as  It 
is  always  time^  however*  to  lnwm  reooofse  to  this  eximnatfg 
he  doBured  to  eaity  wkh  faira  to  the  vegieos  of  Ihe  dead  tho 
eooBolatioa  of  knowing  that  his  le¥ely  sBistress  did  not  lode  en 
him  with  iadiffBKHiee.  In  ^hs  hope,  he  took  an  oaMnent  lyre 
under  his  ^loak,  hekig  an  ««eel)ent  perfermer  on  that  instra- 
ment,  and,  pveeeded  hy  his  ftolMfd  poodle,  helook  Inmeeif  st 
night  kenealii  ike  inndoira  of 'the  pa^ffion  faebg  ^e  sea  of 
Mannora.  Be  had  net  long  keen  there,  when  he  heard  iho 
veioe  of  Zeneyda,  who,  im  that  'day,  had  ogbio  thiChw  with  ntf 
other  eosypaii^  <km  that  of  ker  favourite  maid  of  honour,  to 
tflttk  oyer  the  impoitant  event  widcli  was  to  detemnne  kef 
f otnre  destiny*  Tigranns  dislinetly  o^Aeard  her  inform  kctf 
confidant  how  lepngnaat  to  her  was  this  •anion  miAt  a  prince 
whose  reputation  was  so  uniayoiBable,  and  ^lat  neoesffity  alone 
wwdd  faree  hfCr  into  a  marriage  lAio  had  noTer  desired,  and 
^ieh  :at  that  noment  appeacred  to  her  mora  odiouB  timn  enrae* 
The  pretended  kHnd  man,  ^neowaged  %y  tkeafe  words,  after  4i 
pvMude  upon  his  ly«>e,  kegan  to  sing  to^iis  o£^t:  **  ftffioo  ! 
^To  keen  d^red'Of  the  Kght  of  hearen,  the  sympathy  of  a 
kind  heart  %eo«Bie  "aeoessflry  to  enahle  me  %o  endore  life  i  1 
hare  Ssvuid  it,  .aiid  my  w^ses  are  Ibrgottea ;  hat  i^Kmld  it  be 
tora  from'BM,  I -die.'* 

HisToiee  WHS  sofi  mA  saelodioas,  and  stiH»ng  feeling  Impsffteft 


«  pecoluc'  diasm  H;o  it  which  m«b  ft  >deep  ilDipreBBio&  on  th# 
4ieait  of  2eii0yvbk  ;B:be  ;fiUspfokimwad^  and  ib^rthe  light  c(£  th^ 
jmoon  veoogniBBd  i^  Jeignedl  Uind  nmiiL.  3at  Im  whb  now  no 
longer  the  humUe  (d^vrtneni  of  a  Ibeggn.  ifitaaieLisg  in  ^b 
i^gnififid. attire;  lodh  idalgoB  m.0QB  ifaaiidy  be  iresfiiBlbled  lii^ 
dLpollo  of  Deififai  inepieing  poets  .sad  ioiren.  It  iB  prohaUe  that 
ilhe  FdbusBBS  vaytH.  haae  anawBied  dmn^  had  not  ithe  pMdib  hf 
liis  hsEluDg  mped  them  that  anoe  jone  waa  ii|»praa<^ing.  lit 
was  the  Prince  of  Thracia,  «ie  of  tiie  rimds  of /Tigrasxui,  whe^ 
like  him,  waain  despair  ataa  erent  which  destroyed  his  hopes 
for  ofer^and  he  hadicoxue  to  eif  reis  his  grief  iId  the  Prinoesi^ 
:ai!id  to  learn  what  were  hat  final  jreBdnti(»uu  The  hlind  man 
.witbdremr  withia  ^  hottow  4f  a  nook,  wtiOb  :hii  dog  liiept  su^ 
good  watch  that  he  wwddnot  allow  Ittia  rimi  even  to  approaoti 
^e  ]MuriiioB';  at  whieh  Keneipdkwas  &rj&aBi4l(isplea8(ed»  9A  she 
&dd  him  in  averMon.  .     . 

Meanwhile  Ishe  Emperor,  as  had  been-^cneMeeD,  determindL 
40  aooede  to  te  d«m«nd  «f  the  King  of  the  JPisaidcs/  and 
charged  his  sdster  FuMetia  to  mgoify  las  inteniions  to  the 
Princess  Zaneyda,  who  Teoeived  OEdera  to  f  raBpaze  £sxt  departRure 
At  ^  ezpimtioin  of  a  ftiettiight.  EeslstenAe  would  ha^  been 
meless,  and  she  was  obliged  'tosnibnut  Theodosiiis  made  her 
skaoigmfieent  presesfts,  wlucii  were  placed  mi  hoard  the  gallejr 
itestined  to  oonrej  hfer  to  MaiaesUea.  iQa  Ihe  ere  of  h^ 
departure,  ihe  had  come  to  hidifaoewAll'to  the  pavilli(Mi  whecp 
fihe  had  spent  so  many  happty  momentB,  and  ihwx  whkh  she 
.was  about  to^artfor  eiiBr»  'and  wiss  gaiiqg  DHai  portion  o£  the 
IBoE^oma, &miin|^ thenunt  h^mtiM  bay m ^iho worMr— ^i^  th^ 
fdctnresqaeoahones  of  .ijsia^^^^he  watUs^df  €httleedoiiy9^^**^o  tower 
jfif  Leandcr,  fihieriahediby*filif«nd  hhrara,  Mad  Iha  i^mum^able 
•vieBBeiB  which  may  always  be  aeen  pla^gUi«^  4hiNie  wnAres^  when 
-Aa  beheld  at  ,the  foot  «£  the  wali  the  .&ithfiil  iUM|aindt.  She 
ilbokad  ainsai  in  neordbi  of  hm  masiear,  hfit  he  was  AOlt  !^  ho 
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Been.  His  dog  alone  was  there,  leaping  up  towards  the  window 
as  though  he  would  hare  jumped  in  ;  hut.  finding  it  was  too 
high,  he  hegan  scratching  at  the  door^  which  Zeneyda  ordered 
to  he  opened  to  him.  He  immediately  ran  up  to  her  and  stood 
on  his  hind  legs,  turning  his  hack  to  her:  for  it  had  teen 
raining,  and  his  paws  were  dirtj.  While  he  remained  in  this 
attitude,  the  Princess  perodyed  that  he  carried  a  paper  heneath 
his  collar,  which  was  ahnost  entirely  hidden  hy  his  curly  hair. 
She  took  it,  and  read  as  follows  :— 

«  Madam,  the  humhlest  of  your  Mends,  if  he  he  a  futhful 
and  deroted  one,  is  not  to  he  despised.  I  offer  you  Roquinet : 
he  is  intelligent,  and  appeared  to  please  you :  fear  not  depriving 
me  of  him.  You  are  ahout  to  depart, — ^life  is  odious  to  me^ 
and  wiUiout  you  I  am  unahle  to  endure  it.'* 

On  reading  this  letter  the  tender-hearted  Zeneyda  could  not 
forhear  shedding  a  few  tears.  She  took  a  pencil,  and  on  the 
same  paper  wrote : — **  If  it  he  ahsolutely  necessary  to  preserre 
your  existence  that  we  should  not  he  separated,  prepare  to 
follow  me."  She  folded  the  paper,  placed  it  where  she  had 
found  it,  kissed  the  messeng^,  who  expressed  his  tViftnlrfhlnfw^ 
hy  wagging  his  tail,  and  hade  him  return  to  his  master,  which 
he  did  as  fast  as  his  four  legs  could  carry  him.  Meanwhile, 
the  Princess  reflecting  that  the  musical  skill  of  the  blind  man 
might  obtiun  him  admission  among  the  number  of  her  followers, 
sent  for  the  chief  of  the  embassy,  and  informed  him,  that  to 
beguile  the  tedium  of  a  long  journey,  she  intended  taking  with 
her  a  blind  minstrel,  who  played  remarkably  well  on  the  lyre, 
and  had  a  fine  voice.  The  ambassador,  who  already  looked 
upon  Zeneyda  as  the  wife  of  his  sovereign,  felt  no  inclination 
to  thwart  her  wishes,  and  in  this  manner  the  Prince  o  f  Armenia 
was  recdved  on  board  the  imperial  galley, — ^he  and  his  poodle. 

At  the  offiiet  they  had  a  prosperous  passage,  though  some- 
what lengthened  hy  the  calms  peculiar  to  the  jfigean  Sea.    It 
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Iras,  however,  in  the  fine  season  of  the  year;  the  ^veningft 
were  delightful,  and  for  the  most  part  the  heat  of  the  day  was 
spent  on  one  of  the  small  islands  so  numerous  in  those  seas,  hy 
the  side  of  some  limpid  fountain,  overshadowed  by  a  natural 
arbour  t>f  myrtles  and  orange  trees,     During  one  of  these  halte 
they  met  with  a  remarkable  adventure.     They  had  disem* 
barked  upon  a  deserted  islet  near  Antiparos,  which  is  formed 
by  a  mass  of  rock  indented  on  every  side  by  creeks  and 
caverns.     The  crew  set  up  a  tent  upon  the  beach,  and  Zeneyda 
caused  herself  to  be  conveyed  in  a  small  skiff  to  the  entrance 
of  a  spacious  grotto,  where  she  desired  to  bathe,  accompanied 
by  the  ladies  of  her  suite.     She  had  taken  the  blind  man  with 
her,  there  being  nothing  in  his  presence  to  alarm  her  modesty, 
and  she  took  great  delight  in  hearing  his  fine  voice  sound 
through  the  natural  vault  of  the  grotto.   He  had  seated  himself 
upon  a  shelf  of  rock  in  the  interior,  and  was  tuning  hia  lyre^ 
while  the  ladies  were  putting  off  their  attire,  when  suddenly  a 
nest  of  pirates,  inhabiting  the  recesses  of  the  cavern,  rushed 
out,  and  seizing  first  their  jewellery  and  dresses,  laid  hands  on 
the  fair  bathing  party.     The  head  of  the  troop,  an  athletic 
fellow,  took  Zeneyda  in  his  arms  and  carried  her  into  his  haunt 
through  a  passage  cut  out  in  the  rock.    The  Prince  of  Armenia, 
forgetting  his  blindness,  ran  after  his  lovely  mistress,  came  up 
with  the  ravisher,  and  with  a  heavy  blow  of  his  stick  laid  him 
dead  at  his  feet.     Zeneyda,  who  had  fainted  away,  the  first 
thing  on  opening  her  eyes,  beheld  those  of  the  blind  man, — ^whose 
bandage  had  fallen  off — beaming  with  a  tender  and  voluptuous 
expression.     I  shall  not  pretend  to  define  with  precision  the 
confused  sentiments  that  agitated  the  heart  of  the  Princess. 
Surprise,  gratitude,   and    tenderness  were  certainly  of   the 
number,  but  modesty  was  apparently  the  most  predominant ; 
for  she  tore  herself  away,  blushing  to  find  herself  naked  in  the 
arms  of  a  handsome  youth,  and  could  only  utter  these  words  ; 
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^  Alas  t  yen  are  not  bUnd»  then.''  She  iiMn  iaii  tM-v^ttn.  iBsr 
compMMoni^  wha  had  aliK)  baai  reaemd,— ibe  oreir  ef  the  gaifeeTi 
aitiaotad  hj  i\mr  8CPeaaM>  hanng  routed  the  piiutee. 

In  dia  maan  tnaa  Tigraaus  haA  picked  up  ]»b  gre<»n  handagi^ 
«ad  adjufited  it  oaee  more  acrosa  hia  ey««.  The  ^wmtf 
^rhieh  the  Prineetts  had' made  deeided  her  ftitaredbstiiiy^.  '^ki 
kaew  befbve  quitting  Oooataiitmople  thai  tiie  Ukd'niam  wag-  lA 
hum  widi  her,  aai  she  tolerated  his  passion,  Tei^ottdiiig  to  it 
only  by  the  tsndemess  «f  her  pky  for  his  misfbrtunoir  M» 
Uindoeas  had  incveasad  the  distance  whieh  4Ae^  dlffin*ene#  of 
joank  batweea  Htm  daughter  of  an  maperor  aadi  a  heggvur  had 
established  between  theai,  aad  it  was  as  liroagh  tlie^  had  been 
a  difierent  order  of  brings  between  wheaa  there  aoaH,  be 
nothing  in  commoa ;  bat  when  she  cBsooiwred  that  his  bliiMk 
nesa  waa  feigoed,  passuig  soddenly  fatm-  one  extreme  t»  tins 
other,  she  belief ed  in  the  first  moments^  fiem  the  nobility  of 
his  feainnes  aaA  his  danng  oonnge,  that  tibei^  was  sonRtiiiiig 
aoperaatand  about  him.  Aocor^ngljr,  as  soon  m  she  fonnd  an 
opportonitj  of  speakiisg  to  him  witiioat  witaesBes,  she  said, .  ^ 
'  ^*  You  have  dcceired  me  i  yoa  are  no  more  a  beggar  tfaait 
jmi  are  blind.  If  ti^e  death  of  the  Pfinoe  of  Armenia  were  noi 
ao  well  aseeitaiaed,  I  should  beliisye  that  he  now  stood  beSoio 
me." 

'  **  Tigranns  loved  yon,  madam,"  he  replied,.  '^  and  pa  behfid 
lam  with  iadifierenoe :  be  was.  imablie  to  endure  it,  and  he  pal 
an  end  to  hi&  exiatenceu  It  win  foire  the  same  witibt  the  poor 
Uind  man  if  jom?  heart  feel  not  a  little  love  £»  Mm*.  * 
'  *'  I  owe  you  mj  life  and  my  honour,"  rejoined  the  Friasess) 
f^  Be  eontei^  with  my  gratitude  :  see  whither  they  lead  ma."  ./ 
She  said  no  mens  ou  that  day,  as  they  were  inteiTupi»£ 
Heanwhile  they  adraneed  on  t&eir  journey ;  a  light  breeze  frara 
,4he  south-west,  the  Egyptian  zephyr,  swelled  Idie  sails  lai  the 
gaUey  as  it  floi^ed  gracefully  upon  the  waTes*    As  soon  aa  ^ 


89^  wft»  sAsk  boMatlfc  the  k^mctat  Zekra^:  foid  ^er  luditti 
Irandd  ftp|Mor  (hi  deck ;;  th^  bUad  nlikii  ^mm  .  tbeni  Biunnrai&ed^ 
ftad»  aeeosipMjksg  1»B^^  wkk  kk  ^i^e^  ^e  would  smg  %hB 
mamskt  gkrj  of  alii  tiw  T^owaoed  places  liefcure  irhida:  theif 
;«w»-fltapiid^^  and.  wboaenameflfw^d:  told- lum^.  M  ISTaAMi  k4 
jMiag^  ik»  mpi9m»^  ef;  Asbna,  tfa»  iiicQiiafoiicy  of  Tbeaewy  th9 
Jtfisolaisv  Aiidx  tiiB  «tmQ«Ri<  oi  P^si^la^..  Tbo.  ged  adixred  M 
^>l»loft  ittceiyed  aliftv  the  iKwnige  ef  his  8ciiig«;  «ad  Im.  voioa 
tei^med  then  J)(»<  W  dim^j  uk»pirQd«  B«t>  w&ea  ke  had  tq 
celebrate  the  goddess  of  Gjcthem^lLe exparaaiiedlusoi^lf  is  ih# 
idostr  iaftpassiMBed  aeceiita* 

^  **  GoddefW)  o£  hetaUp**  he  aaid,,  '^  it  iathour  wfaodoet  aaimata 
mi^  giT«  life  to  air  aatuce ;  withoul  tbea  tba  wk^  muTetso 
voiildlaBgak^.;  yoaih  wo«id  be  banen-  andrsomnrfol,  aad  old 
Age^  depriTQd  of?  aSL  oeDSolbtion^  wovld  sii^.hopeldfls  inta  th^ 
gmra.  Pouc^  intO' mj  heari  tbe  neetar  af'tli^  ^eaeoco';  let 
VLj  veuka  flow  witir  tha-  liquid  fire  that  deTjOwa.  withotit  ^tif 
smnxng  r  pierce  me  ir^  tha  anrowa  of  tii^r  90a  :  hia  waands 
afa  gsE^^  and  ^sar  pains  he  ksfliets^  aae  aeeoiQ{Mamed  witk 
aBBsaiions  of  deJi^i^. " 

As  ha  proBQuiiced  these  last  worda  his  agitfttioa  was  sa 
idolent  &st  he  waa  unable  to^  pimeed ;  bia  basoin  became 
caressed,  andoaidd only  g^re &rth  a*  sacceflobn of  deepodisanra 
aighs.  Zenrfda  stznggled  to  Bnppreas  her  own.  During  thii^ 
interesting^  scrare  anodier  o£  a  Tory  different  nature  waa  being 
amacted  at  the  etiaer  extremity  of  the  galley.  The  whole  cre!w 
"were  assembled  romid  Eoquinet,  who  waa  perfwBiing  a  number 
of  the  most  intereating  tricks*  He  eould  leap,  dance,  fetch 
aiad  carry  better  tiian  any  other  dog,  and  he  was  so  intelligent 
fthai  he  could  mark  with  hia  paw  what  number  waa  thrown  hy 
the  dice  ;  and  wi&al  he  was  of  a  moat  obliging  dispositioii : 
if  any  one  let  fall  a  ^ve  or  a  handkerchief,  he  would 
WBSfm:  fail  to  pick  it  up,  and  faithfully  return  it.     Ha  waa, 
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accordingly,  a  faTOurite  with  every  one  on  board,  from  iixe 
captain  to  the  lowest  of  the  rowers.  His  master  was  regarded 
with  no  less  fayonr  ;  for  by  his  politeness  and  good-nature  he 
had  won  the  hearts  of  all.  Nor  is  there  anything  astonishii^ 
in  the  fact ;  for  it  has  always  been  remarked,  that  among 
persons  of  a  high  rank  it  is  always  those  whose  generosity  of 
heart  corresponds  with  their  noble  birth  who  know  best  how  to 
conciliate  the  affection  of  the  lower  classes.  They  haye  the 
art  of  descending  without  lowering  themselves,  and  they  are 
beloved  without  ceasing  to  be  respected. 

No  further  event  of  any  importance  occurred  during  the 
passage,  and  they  reached  in  safety  the  ancient  port  of  Mar- 
smiles.  Zeneyda  set  out  in  company  with  the  ambassadors 
to  seek  Childeric  at  Troyes,  in  Champagne,  where  he  held  his 
court.  Ere  she  departed,  she  endeavoured  to  give  the  blind 
man  his  cong6,  and  send  him  back  to  Constantinople,  pressing 
him  with  warmth  to  accede  to  her  wishes.  Her  conscience 
applauded  this  attempt,  which  was  destined,  however,  to  remain 
unsuccessfiil ;  and,  to  say  the  truth,  Zeneyda  would  have  been 
afflicted  at  its  success.  Nevertheless  she  entertained  no  hopes, 
nor  indeed  did  her  lover  ;  but  an  invincible  power  constrained 
him  to  follow  her.  He  did  so,  accordingly,  with  a  feeling  of 
sadness  which  increased  gradually  as  the  end  of  this  fatal 
journey  approached.  They  were  within  a  few  leagues  of 
Troyes  when  Childeric  appeared  in  sight,  advandng  to  mee^ 
the  Princess,  and  followed  by  a  train  of  huntsmen.  At  that 
time  elks  were  still  to  be  found  in  the  forests  of  Gaul,  and  the 
King  of  the  Franks,  a  robust  and  courageous  man,  spent  whole 
days  in  pursuit  of  these  terrible  animals ;  sometimes  he  would 
be  carried  away  by  the  ardour  of  the  chase  to  such  a  distance 
that  he  could  not  return  to  his  palace,  and  was  frequently 
unable  to  rejoin  his  suite.  He  would  then  pass  the  night 
in  a  woodman's  cabin,  or  in  the  hut  of  a  maker  of  wooden 
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shoes,  and  tlici  next  morning  these  good  people  would  act  sk 
guides  to  conduct  him  out  of  the  forest,  which  was  thick! j 
wooded,  and  without  road  or  path.  Not  long  since  he  had  lost 
his  way  in  this  manner,  while  hunting  an  enormous  elk,  "and 
found  himself  at  the  foot  of  an  old  half-ruined  tower.  As  it 
was  pouring  with  rain,  he  took  shelter  heneath  a  shelf  of 
Btones  jutting  forward  from  the  tower  ;  hut  what'  was  his 
astonishment  when  he  perceived  a  smell,  as  of  some  culinary 
operation,  proceeding  from  a  dungeon-grating  hidden  in  the 
hrushwood.  He  drew  near,  and,  listening  with  attention,  dis- 
tinctly heard  the  huhhling  sound  of  a  hoiling  cauldron.  Pressed 
by  hunger,  naturally  adventurous,  and  being  armed  moreover 
with  his  hunting  pike  and  a  short  sword,  he  determined  to 
make  his  way  into  the  interior  of  the  tower.  After  having 
spent  some  time  in  search  of  the  door,  he  discovered  it  at  last 
Concealed  behind  a  stone  slab  covered  with  ivy ;  it  closed  up 
the  entrance  to  a  flight  of  steps  descending  into  a  spacious 
vault,  feebly  lighted  by  a  lamp  suspended  to  the  ceiling,  whose 
bluish  light  gave  a  sepulchral  <jolour  to  the  surrounding 
objects.  A  large  cauldron  was  placed  in  the  chimney,  and 
a  little  blackamoor  from  time  to  time  stirred  up  the  stew  with 
a  large  bone,  which  had  apparently  belonged  to  the  carcase  of 
a  horse.  This  was  more  than  enough  to  settle  the  appetite  of 
the  King  of  the  Franks,  and  he  merely  inquired  of  the  negro 
scullion  who  was  the  person  for  whom  this  mess  was  cooking* 
TThe  personage  thus  addressed  was  in  no  hurry  to  answer  him, 
which  you  will  not  wonder  at  when  you  are  told  that  he  was 
dumb  ;  he  merely  pointed  to  his  mistress,  who  was  asleep  in  a 
comer  of  the  vault  on  a  heap  of  dry  leaves.  The  Prince,  who 
had  not  perceived  her  at  first,  there  beheld  with  horror  the 
inost  hideous  creature  Nature  in  one  of  her  freaks  ever  took  it 
into  her  head  to  put  into  the  world.  She  was  an  old  withered 
Up  hag,  with  one  eye  of  glass  and  the  other  bleared ;  her  nose, 
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«U  besmewed  with  sniiffy  was  met  half  wa j  by  ker  chin,  wldeb 
wiw  orergiown  with  a  atabUie  of  wbite  hairs ;  and,  finally,  her 
moath  was  so  puckered  in  that  any  one  would  have  sup- 
posed she  had  none.  She  had  but  one  hair  on  her  head,  but 
it  was  as  stiff  and  hard  as  the  bristle  of  a  wild  boar,  and  it 
was  by  this  that  Childeric  recognised  her,  his  father  King 
Ibroue  having  often  spoken  to  him  of  the  famous  Alboflede  s 
ringle  hair.  He  greeted  her  respectfully,  for  she  was  just 
awaking,  and  begged  that  she  would  continue  towards  him 
the  same  good  feeling  she  had  always  shown  towards  his  family. 

"  What  seek  you  here  ?  "  rej^ied  the  old  woman  in  a  sour 
tone.  *'  Thirty  years  hare  I  been  trying'  to  make  that  cauldron 
boi^  and  now  it  has  not  been  boiling  more  than  six  montha: 
I  am  in  the  thick  of  the  operation,  and  I  don't  choose  to  be 
disturbed." 

Childeric  humbly  entreated  her  pardon,  and  the  soreeresa, 
somewhat  softened,  said  to  him : 

**  Begone  this  instant !  My  negro  will  show  you  the  way. 
Tell  it  not  to  a  soul ;  but  if  you  should  marry,  return  hither> 
for  you  may  want  my  assistance." 

The  King  of  the  Franks  left  her,  after  thanking  her  many 
times ;  inwardly  determined,  when  Zeneyda  should  arrire,  t^ 
pay  her  another  visit,  and  demand  her  protection.  As  the 
forest  happened  to  be  precisely  on  the  road  by  which  the 
princess  was  to  arriye,  he  thought  the  opportunity  a  good  one 
to  make  a  show  of  his  eagerness  in  giving  her  a  welcome,  and 
for  this  purpose  he  had  taken  with  him  his  train  of  huntsmen  to 
meet  the  Princess  (m  her  road.  The  next  morning,  he  ordered 
An  elk  to  be  started  ;  and  brin^g  Zeneyda  with  him,  who  rode 
on  horseback  as  well  as  the  best  horseman,  he  returned  once 
more  to  the  tower  of  the  boiling  cauldron,  which  ho  had  no  little 
difficulty  in  finding;  but  the  fire  was  extinguished,  and  the 
sorceress  was  no  longer  there.   The  little  negro  alone  remained^ 
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picking  up  hot  coals  to  pat  into  the  old  woman's  feet-warmer* 
Ohilderic  politely  asked  him  where  Dame  Alhoflede  could  be 
fomid,  forgetting  that  he  was  dumb,  and  the  blackamoor^ 
equally  forgetful  of  the  same  fact,  answered  that  she  was  gone 
to  take  up  her  residence  on  one  of  the  islands  of  the  Seine, 
situated  not  far  from  thence,  at  about  half  a  league  from  that 
which  she  formerly  inhabited.  Ohilderic  failed  not  to  repair 
thither  the  next  day.  He  experienced  some  difficulty  at  first 
in  discovering  the  place  he  was  in  search  of,  nor  would  he  ever 
haye  succeeded  in  finding  it,  had  he  not  observed  a  crow  busily 
engaged  knocking  down  walnuts  from  a  tree,  and  carrying 
them  one  after  the  other  to  the  hollow  of  an  old  willow  planted 
at  the  head  of  a  small  island.  This  proceeding  astonished 
him ;  he  hired  a  fisherman's  boat  to  ferry  him  across  the 
lirer,  and  drew  near  the  willow,  which  was  the  largest  he 
had  ever  seen.  It  was  rotten  with  age.  The  Prince^  on 
looking  into  the  hollow  of  the  trunk,  was  surprised  to  see 
something  glittering  at  the  bottom ;  it  was  Albofl^de's  right 
eye ;  she  was  emerging  from  h^  subterraneous  habitation 
tinrough  this  kind  of  breathmg-hde.  She  told  him  that  she 
was  on  the  point  of  paying  him  a  visit  to  give  him  warning  of 
a  sadden  irruption  of  the  Huns  into  his  territories.  *'  They  are 
within  three  days'  march  from  hence,"  she  said,  **  in  the  forest 
of  Hircynia;  you  have  not  a  moment  to  lose  ere  you  assemble 
your  troops.  If  you  can  anticipate  their  attack  yon  will  be  the- 
victor.  With  regard  to  the  Princess  Zeneyda,  she  would  not 
be  safe  were  yon  to  leave  her  at  Trdyes ;  nor  must  you  expose 
her  to  the  chances  of  war.  I  w^  take  care  of  her  during  your 
absence.  Send  her  hither  with  her  train  of  attendants  ;  I  am 
about  to  build  a  dwelling  for  her  worthy  <^  her  rank.  During 
the  summer  I  inhabit  a  crystal  apartment  in  the  bed  of  the 
river ;  but  as  the  Princess  might  suffer  there  from  the  damp, 
I  diaU  construct  a 'palace  for  her  upon  land.    Accordingly 
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6re  night-fall  the  most  elegant  payilion  was  prepared  for  the 
reception  of  Zenejda»  in  which  the  richness  of  the  furniture 
corresponded  with  the  magnificence  of  the  architecture.    A 
bridge  of  the  same  kind  as  those  subsequently  invented  bj 
Palladio  formed  a  passage  from  the  island  to  the  bank  of  the 
river,  and  though  it  was  of  marble,  it  turned  roimd  upon  its 
axis  direcUy  any  one  had  passed  over  it.  Zeneyda  had,  according 
to  the  commands  of  Alboflede,  brought  her  suite  with  her,  that 
is  to  say,  her  ladies  and  her  blind  minstrel.     Every  one  was 
well  treated ;  a  dainty  supper  was  served  up  in  the  drawing* 
room  ;  the  blind  man  was  served  at  a  table  apart^  with  viands 
of  a  more  solid  character,  nor  was  Boquinet  forgotten,  for  he  had 
an  excellent  dish  of  minced  meat.     The  sorceress  had  found 
an  infallible  way  to  avoid  the  trouble  of  idle  and  impertinent 
servants.     All  the  work  was  done  by  automata,  and  she  had 
brought  mechanics  to  a  point  of  refinement  and  perfection  which, 
in  the  present  day,  is  entirely  unknown.     The  candelabra,  for 
instance,  were  formed  by  golden  figures  representing  nymphs, 
each  of  them  supporting  three  tapers,  which  they  lit,  extinguished^ 
or  supplied  afresh,  when  it  became  necessary.    In  each  chimney 
eomer  were  two  bronze  figures,  whose  duty  was  to  stir  and  blow 
the  fire,  or  cover  it  up  whenever  it  was  desired.     The  beds  were 
ornamented  with  Cupids  who,  if  the  occupant  showed  any  dispo^ 
sition  to  wakefulness,  gently  rocked  him  asleep,  while  the  Genii' 
who  supported  the  crown  of  the  bed  fanned  the  air  with  theip 
wings  to  keep  it  cool  and  drive  away  the  gnats.    The  carriages 
were  drawn  by  pasteboard  horses,  light  and  swift  as  the  wind; 
tiever  taking  fright,  and  so  gentle  that  a  woman  or  a  child 
might  drive  them  ;  by  which  means  they  could  dispense  widi 
that  invariably  drunken  and  coarse  race  of  people— coachmen^ 
In  short,  were  I  to  enumerate  in  detail  all  the  inventions  of  tho 
Enchantress,  I  should  never  have  done.  But,  while  every  justice 
is  done  to  her  genius,  it  must  be  added  that  her  heart  was  as 
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black  as  her  mind  was  subtle  and  inyentiye*  Zeneyda  yr&B 
odious  to  Her  because  sbe  was  a  descendant  of  Clodio  who 
had  given  her  oJQTence.  It  was  not»  therefore,  to  afford  her 
an  asylum  that  she  had  offered  Childeric  to  take  care  of  her 
during  his  absence,  but  in  order  to  get  her  into  her  power,  and 
to  rerenge  herself  on  the  unfortunate  Princess  for  the  wrongs 
she  had  suffered  from  her  grandfather.  On  entering  her  apart- 
ment, however,  she  was  so  struck  with  the  noble  and  gracious 
mien  of  the  Prince  of  Armenia,  who  was  playing  on  his  lyre  for 
the  amusement  of  the  ladies,  that  she  forgot  her  vindictive' 
projects.  Her  extreme  penetration  soon  discovered  that 
Tigranus  was  not  blind,  and  that  he  was  a  lover  in  disguise ; 
but  nothing  appeared  to  indicate  an  understanding  between 
him  and  the  Princess.  To  ascertain  the  truth,  she  unex- 
pectedly entered  the  apartment  of  the  Prince  of  Armenia  at 
the  moment  when  he  was  preparing  to  get  into  bed  and  had 
taken  off  his  bandage.  If  his  engaging  figure  and  distinguished 
air  had  made  a  favourable  impression  before  on  the  Enchantress, 
now  that  she  beheld  his  fine  eyes  and  his  face  beaming  with  aU 
its  beauty,  she  was  no  longer  mistress  of  herself,  and  her  heart, 
which  for  the  last  two  or  three  centuries  had  been  withered 
within  her,  once  more  felt  all  the  fire  of  youth.  She  had 
intended  to  intimidate  him  in  order  to  obtain  his  secret,,  and 
had  entered  the  room  with  a  menacing  air ;  but  her  manner 
was  suddenly  softened. 

**  Toung  man/'  she  said,  **  what  can  have  persuaded  you 
to  play  so  dangerous  a  part  ?  Are  you  not  aware  of  the  perils 
to  which  you  are  exposed  ?  If  Childeric  discovers  your  rash 
projects,  there  is  no  frightful  punishment  which  his  cruelty  will 
not  inflict  on  you." 

Tigranus  was  more  confused  at  being  discovered  than  he  was 
intimidated  by  Alboflede^s  discourse. 

^' Madam,"  he  replied,  '*I  am  an  unfortunate  exile,  forced 
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to  fl J  from  my  natire  country  and  conceal  mysdf  fr<Mn  aU  eyes. 
This  alone  is  the  occasion  of  my  disgoiso         " 

The  Enchantress  here  intermpted  him,  and  said  with  dignity, 
*^  It  is  not  upon  such  a  person  as  1,  who  am  possessed  of  all  the 
secrets  of  nature  and  of  art,  that  you  can  ezpect  to  impose.  I 
am  aware  of  the  passion  yon  madly  cherish,  hut  I  feel  an 
interest  in  you  and  will  grant  you  my  protection.  In  the  mean- 
time you  hare  it  in  your  power  to  ahate  the  violence  of  this 
attachment  by  means  which  are  worthy  of  youy— study  and 
applicati(m.  Return  thanks  to  heaten  that  you  hare  found  a 
person  who  has  both  the  disposition  and  the  means  of  improving 
and  developing  the  gifts  which  nature  has  bestowed  on  you. 
Here  is  a  little  book  containing  the  elements  of  magic,  study  it, 
and  to-morrow  I  will  come  and  ezplfun  that  which  you  may  have 
foimd  it  difficult  to  understand." 

So  saying  she  left  him,  after  giving  him  a  gentle  tap  on  his 
shoulder,  as  a  token  of  fri<endship.  When  she  was  goner 
Tigranus  examined  the  book  which  she  had  left  him  ;  it  was  a 
quarto  volume  bound  in  serpent's  skin,  and  filled  with  hiero< 
glyphics  and  cabalistic  figures.  The  Prince  oi  Armenia, 
however,  was  blest  with  so  ready  a  ccnnprehdnsion,  that  in  two 
days  he  had  acquired  sufficient  skill  to  construct  an  automaton, 
which  was  not  without  merits.  It  was  a  little  Chinese  Man- 
darin, that  could  unravel  the  most  entangled  skeins  of  silk; 
all  that  was  required  was  to  place  the  sk^n  on  his  two  hands, 
when  he  immediately  gave  a  nod  with  his  head  in  token  of 
assent,  and  would  never  stop  till  all  the  silk  was  reeled  oSi 
Tigranus  presented  it  to  Zeneyda,  who  received  it  with  gratis 
tude.  Alboflede  beheld  with  no  less  pleasure  than  astonish^ 
ment  the  rapid  progress  of  her  pupil.  By  fhe  sixth  lessen  he 
could  read  the  magical  characters  off  hand,  and  was  within  but 
very  little  of  being  able  to  turn  himself  into  a  man-wd£ 
It  was  certain  that  he  devoted  himself  to  the  study  of  magic 
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with  all  the  application  he  waft  master  (tf,  not  that  he  was 
desirous  of  beeoming  a  wizard,  that  kind  of  persons  enjojing 
a  yerj  eqairocal  reputation,  and  for  one  who  performs  good 
actions,  there  are  a  hundred  who  misuse  their  knowledge  to 
the  torment  of  mankind.  His  object  was  to'  acquire  skill  in 
the  composition  of  loye-pbilters,  that  he  might  exert  their 
power  upon  his  mistress.  He  dared  not  ask  this  secret  of 
the  Enchantress,  but  trusted  that  he  should  be  able  to  discover 
it  when  he  was  thoroughly  yersed  in  the  principles  of  the  art. 
Alboflkle,  who  was  aware  of  his  attachment,  could  not  leam^ 
howeyer,  whether  it  was  requited ;  in  order  to  gain  this 
mformation  she  sought  to  insinuate  herself  into  the  confidence 
of  the  granddaughter  of  Clodio ;  but  all  that  she  had  been 
able  to  discoyer  was,  that  the  crown  of  Childerie  offered  no 
attractions  to  ihe  joung  Princess,  who  saw  her  marriage 
defeired  with  pleasure.  This  was  enough  to  inspire  her 
with  the  most  yiolent  jealousy.  But  as  she  was  extremely 
hypocritical,  Zeneyda  did  sot  peroeiye  it,  and  on  the  contrary 
thought  she  might  safely  apply  to  her,  to  obtain  some 
means  by  which  Cluld^c  should  be  made  to  feel  an  insur- 
mountable  aversion  for  their  intended  union.  ''I  feel,'*  she 
said,  '*a  distaste  for  the  pomp  and  grandeur  of  a  Court; 
an  agreeable  retreat  such  as  this  would  please  me  far  more, 
and,  but  that  I  iesa  that  you  would  6eem  me  troublesome,  I 
should  entreat  that  you  would  allow  me  to  stay  here  for  the 
rest  of  my  life,  with  those  whom  I  have  brought  hither." 

"Well,"  replied  tiie  old  beldame,  "you  shall  have  your 
wish,  and  I  will  search  my  books  through,  to  see  if  I  can 
discover  a  recipe  for  a  potion  to  inspire  hatred,  which  I  shall 
make  both  yon  and  the  King  swallow."  She  immediately 
ordered  her  large  cauldron  to  be  got  ready,  into  which  she 
tiirew  two  dosen  vipers,  eight  serpents,  and  three  snakes,  fifty 
UmdB,  a  pound  of  tiger's  gall,  tiie, liver  of  a  mad  hy»na, 


360  couKT  qaiolton's  tales, 

together  with  other  Tenemom  ingredients ;  therenpcm  havbg 
uttered  words  which  made  her  (me  hair  stand  on  end,  she  had 
the  fire  kindled  beneath  it.  As  yon  maj  imagine,  these  pre* 
paratlons  were  bj  no  means  with  a  yiew  of  serving  Zeneyda ; 
her  intentions  being  of  a  totally  opposite  nature.  She  still 
hesitated,  however,  whether  or  not  to  include  Tigranus  in  her 
vengeance.  Ere  she  made  up  her  mind^  she  determined  to 
seek  a  final  explanation  with  him, 

**  I  see  with  pleasure,"  she  said,  *<  that  yon  profit  by  my 
lessons,  and  that  you  will  soon  attiun  the  high  destmy  which 
is  in  store  for  you,  but  to  follow  with  success  the  study  of 
the  higher  branches  of  science,  it  is  necessary  to  throw  off 
the  yoke  of  all  sensual  passion ;  the  heart  must  be  entirely 
free  in  order  that  the  mind  may  communicate  with  the  celes- 
tial spirits,  who  disdiun  all  converse  with  the  gross  nature 
of  men  absorbed  in  terrestrial  objects.  Solitude  furnishes 
the  only  true  and  real  means  of  avoiding  all  that  might 
turn  you  aside  from  these  sublime  speculations.  I  will, 
therefore,  convey  you  to  a  lofty  tower  belonging  to  me, 
situated  in  the  neighbouring  forest.  There  for  some  years  you 
will  be  secluded  from  all  association  with  men."  **  Alas !  ". 
whispered  Tigranus  to  himself,  **  I  shall  regret  no  man.  Let 
but  Zeneyda  be  left  me,  and  I  am  indifferent  to  all  else." 
*'  After  this  period  of  seclusion,"  continued  Albofiede,  '*  you 
will  possess  the  same  control  over  the  elements  which  you  will 
have  acquired  over  your  passions;  and  in  future  if  you  conceive 
any  attachment,  it  will  no  longer  be  based  on  the  fra^e  and 
evanescent  advantages  of  personal  beauty,  but  upon  the  respect 
and  esteem  inspired  in  you  by  profound  skill  in  the  great  art- 
of  magic.  It  is  then  that  I  shall  be  able  (and  as  she  spoke 
this  her  features  assumed  an  expression  of  coquetry)  to  make 
you  an  offer  of  my  hand  without  the  fear  of  a  refusal*  Tou 
shudder.  Prince,  at  this  proposal !    Know  then  that  this  skia 
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wliicli,  perhaps,  fills  you  with  repugnance*  was  once  of  the  Vlj» 
hue ;  I  hope  one  day  to  restote  it  to  its  former  hrilliancy  ; 
and,  but  that  decency  forbids  me,  I  could  show  you  the  happy 
effects  of  a  plaister  of  my  composition  upon  a  portion  of  my 
breast."  The  Prince  of  Armenia  entreated  her  not  to  giro 
herself  the  trouble  of  showing  him  the  result  of  this  experi- 
mont,  assuring  her  that  he  did  not  doubt  for  a  moment  the 
truth  of  what  she  said :  **  but,"  he  added,  **  we  cannot  dispose 
of  our  hearts,  and  mine  belongs  to  Zeneyda ;  be  pleased, 
therefore,  to  be  contented  with  my  respectful  gratitude." 

**  I  shall  put  it  to  the  proof,"  said  the  cruel  Enchantress,, 
with  a  most  ominous  contortion  of  her  features.  "  Follow  me." 
Whereupon  she  conducted  him  to  the  fatal  cauldron,  which  by 
that  time  was  bubbling  and  boiling  with  its  horrible  contents. 

**  This  yessel,"  she  said,  **  contains  a  philter  which  inspirea 
hatred  :  take  a  cupful  of  it,  pronounce  the  name  of  Zeneyda 
as  you  drink  it,  and  you  will  be  cured."  ^ 

**  Rather  would  I  pronounce  that  of  the  odious  Alboflede !  '* 
exclaimed  the  Prince,  revolted  at  the  proposal. 

Tlie  Bnchantress,  furious  that  she  should  be  thus  despised, 
struck  the  cauldron  with  her  wand.  An  enormous  scorpion 
immediately  emerged  from  it,  and  seizing  the  Prince  of  Armenia 
in  his  claws,  carried  him  into  the  cauldron,  nor  could  the 
courage  of  the  most  valorous  Prince  in  the  world  save  him  from 
his  fate. 

Such  was  the  deplorable  end  of  the  young  heir  to  a 
powerful  monarchy,  who,  had  he  lived,  would  have  been  the  idol 
of  his  subjects.  If  the  narrative  of  his  misfortunes  be  enough 
to  excite  pity  in  every  feeling  breast,  imagine  how  much  the 
tender-hearted  Zeneyda  must  have  suffered. 

The  nymph  was  here  interrupted  by  the  entrance  of  a  lai'ge 
blue-bottle  into  the  room,  followed  by  two  flies.  The  blue- 
bottle settled  himself  quite  unceremoniously  on  the  ear  of  the 
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Bjinpli,  who  was  immedialdy  sileniy  thai  she  nu^t  listeb  to 
him.  She  shmrtlj  informed  me  that  Zenejda  was  coming,  and 
hegged  that  I  would  wait  for  her  aniTal*  I  oonsentod  with 
pleasure,  requestiag,  ho^erer,  that  I  might  hear  the  condasioti 
«f  the  pitifdl  stor j  which  had  heen  told  me* 

Well,  said  the  nymph,  listen,  then*  to  the  horrihie  oata- 
strophe.  The  cmel  AlboiMe,  when  she  had  thus  caused 
the  yomig  Prince  of  Armenia  to  perish,  thought  her  Tengeaiiee 
incomplete  until  his  unfortunate  ndstress  had  shared  his  £ate^ 
Accordinglj  she  invited  her  to  inspect  the  effects  of  the  charm, 
and  bade  her  draw  near  the  cauldron,  as  the  philter  of  hatred 
was  prepared,  and  she  must  drink  a  cup  of  it.  Scooping  up  a 
oupM  of  the  horrible  beverage,  she  handed  it  to  the  Princess, 
who  took  it  with  a  trembling  hand,  while  a  secret  repugnance, 
drove  the  cup  from  her  lips.  But  as  the  infernal  witch  was 
enjoying  the  diabolical  triumph  of  seeing  h^  rival  swallow  a' 
cup  of  broth  in  which  her  lover  had  been  stewed,  Boquinet: 
iuddeidy  rushed  in,  baiking  and  looking  for  his  master.  Run- 
ning round  the  cauldron,  he  approached  the  Princess,^  overturned, 
the  cup,  and  with  a  doleful  cry  leaped  into  the  cauldron.  Zeneyda 
shuddered  with  honror  as  the  suspicion  of  her  misfortune  flashed 
upon  her,  when  she  beheld  the  devotion  of  the  heroic  poodle. 
AlboflMe  was  about  to  force  her  to  drain  the  &tal  cup,  when 
suddenly  there  arose  a  great  noise,  the  earth  trembled  and  was 
rent  asunder,  and  the  tutelary  deity  of  the  river  emerged  fromt 
the  crevice,  and  addressing  Alboflede  in  a  terrible  tone,  said, 
*^  Never  wiU  I  permit  such  atrocities  to  be  perpetrated  in  any 
fdace  over  which  my  power  extends.  I  lent  you  this  island^ 
and  I  must  now  purify  it,"  He  was  armed  with  a  glittering 
sword,  and  seizing  the  sorceress  by  her  one  hur,  *'  I  knOw,"h0. 
said,  '*  that  it  cannot  be  torn  out ;  but  the  head  on  which  it 
grows  can  be  cut  off ;"  and  so  saying,  with  a  blow  of  his  sabre: 
he  brought  it  to  the  groond.    Zeneyda  had  fainted  away,  and' 
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he  ordered  us  to  conduct  her  to  these  regions  which  you  now 
behold,  and  to  wait  upon  her  with  the  utaiost  care  and  attend 
Hgel  The  charms  of  her  lof  ely  person  had  made  the  deepest 
impression  on  the  heart  of  the  d^tj ;  but  he  respected  her 
misfortones,  and  refrained  from  making  anj  proposals  -  at 
which  her  modesty  might  have  taken  o&nce.  This  delicacy 
of  ocmduct,  as  rare  among  gods  as  it  is  among  men»  was 
sensibly  felt  by  the  hapless  Princess,  and  inspired  her  with  a 
sinceate  regard  for  the  high-minded  rxver,  but  not  love.  The 
Prince  of  Annenia  had  exhausted  all  the  tenderness  and 
affection  of  which  her  nature  was  susceptible,  and  henoe^ 
forth  her  soul  was  inaccessible  to  the  tender  passion.  It  was 
to  no  purpode,  therefore,  that  the  God  of  the  Seine  spent  his 
sighs  at  the  bottom  of  his  deep  cayems.  He  neglected  to  regu^ 
late  the  course  of  the  stream,  and  it  flowed  in  every  direction, 
inundating  the  meadows,  forming  islands  where  none  existed 
before,  and  sapping  the  fomidations  of  bridges,  nor  did  its 
caprices  spare  even  mills  and  dykes.  Such  a  state  of  things 
could  not  last.  The  god  felt  it  himself,  and  petitioned  the 
Fates  that  he  might  be  allowed  to  resign  his  situation  in  favour 
of  Zeneyda.  She  was  accordingly  raised  to  the  dignity  of  a 
Na'iad  of  the  first  class  ;  and  we,  subordinate  nymphs,  att^ad 
upon  her  with  a  degree  of  zeal  daily  augmented  by  her  kindness, 
but  which  can  never  succeed  in  effacing  the  recdHection  of  h^ 
misfortunes*  As  to  her  predecessor,  the  poor  River  God,  he 
gradually  melted  sway  on  his  roa^  from  Troyes  to  Paris  ;  and 
it  has  been  remarked  that,  from  that  time,  the  inhabitants  of 
the  capital  in  the  habit  of  drinking  his  waters  have  become  even 
still  more  inclined  to  love  than  foi^erly. 

At  the  instant  the  nymph  had  concliided  her  story,,  by  one 
of  those  extremely  fortunate  coincidences  which  now  only 
ODCur  in  romances,  the  Goddess  of  the  Seine  entered  the 
apartm^it. 
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**  Well/'  8he  8aidy  **  now  you  are  acquainted  witb  mj  mis* 
fortunes.     Say,  can  I  be  sufficiently  pitied  ?  " 

**  Madam/'  I  replied^  **  never  have  I  heard  of  so  deplorable 
an  adrenture  ; — ^the  broth  of — ** 

**  I  entreat  you/'  sud  she,  **  do  not  continue,  or  I  shall  die 
from  the  excess  of  my  grief.  It  were  better  that  I  should 
inform  yon  to  what  you  are  indebted  for  the  favour  of  being 
admitted  into  this  palace,  into  which  no  mortal  has  ever  before 
penetrated.  You  bear  a  striking  resemblance  to  the  unfor^ 
innate  Prince  of  Armenia,  and  I  desired  to  leani  from  your 
own  lips  if  you  were  not  related  to  that  illustrious  personage* 
If  you  indeed  belong  to  that  noble  race,  you  can  rely  upon  my 
favours,  and  should  you  weary  of  the  world  I  will  exercise  all 
my  power  to  render  this  watery  abode  agreeable  to  you." 

I  answered  that  my  family  papers  were  in  a  very  disorderly; 
state,  and  that,  in  a  space  of  ten  or  twelve  hundred  years,  tho 
rats  and  the  lawyers  had  probably  devoured  a  few  bundles  of 
them.  **  But  Princess,*'  I  added,  '*  why  should  you  troublo 
yourself  about  old  titles,  when  you  possess  a  certain  proof  of 
my  relationship  with  the  house  of  Armenia,  in  the  impression 
produced  on  me  by  your  charms,  and  which  is  as  deep  as  that 
which  Tigranus  received  from  them." 

This  piece  of  gallantry  caused  a  slight  smile  to  wander  over 
the  lips  of  the  fair  mourner.  There  has  yet  been  discovered 
no  pain  sufficiently  excruciating  to  counterbalance  the  effects 
produced  upon  ladies  by  being  told  that  they  are  beloved,  and 
of  all  modes  of  consolation  it  is  perhaps  the  most  efficacious* 
However  this  may  be,  Zeneyda,  persuaded  that  we  were 
related,  said,  affectionately,  **  Cousin,  you  must  at  least  make 
a  short  stay  with  me.  This  palace  is  a  mere  barrack  compared 
to  my  habitual  residence,  which  is  situated  beneath  the  river  ; 
but  don't  be  alarmed  ;  these  young  ladies,"  she  said,  pointing 
to  the  nymphs,  '*  will  make  you  undergo  a  slight  preparations 
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which  will  enahle  you  to  follow  me.''  As  I  was  making  a  how, 
in  token  of  acquiescence,  I  felt  mj  face  inundated  with  drops  of 
water,  which  the  three  nymphs,  the  fair,  the  dark,  and  the 
golden-haired  one,  were  amusing  themselyes  throwing  at  me 
from  a  howl  of  mothet-o '-pearl.  I  put  up  with  the  joke  good- 
humouredly  enough,  hut  I  thought  it  was  going  too  far  when 
a  couple  of  Cupids  joined  the  party  with  their  golden  watering- 
pots.  I  was  soaked  through,  and  insisted  on  making  my  escape 
from  this  aquatic  ahode  in  spite  of  all  the  efforts  of  Zeneyda 
and  her  nymphs  to  detain  me  ;  my  struggles  were  so  violent 
that  I  BMoke  and  found  myself  lying  in  the  middle  of  a  meadow 
on  the  hanks  of  the  Seine,  steeped  in  water.  A  violent  shower^ 
which  still  continued,  had  surprised  me  in  the  midst  of  my 
dream.  I  ruhhed  my  eyes  and  returned  with  all  haste  to  the 
terrace  at  St.  Germain.  It  is  certainly  possihle  to  he  as  wet 
as  I  was,  hut  utterly  impossihle  to  he  more  so.  My  clothes 
were  wet  through,  and  my  peruke  was  in  a  really  deplorable 
condition.  As  for  myself,  I  caught  a  violent  cold,  and  am  still 
coughing  while  I  write  this* 

Thus  in  the  realms  of  fairy  land, 
I  loYf^  ^mid  elves  and  sprites  to  roam^ 
And  ever  leave  the  joyous  baud 
With  downcast  heart  to  hie  me  home. 
Too  well  I  know  a  dreary  host 
Of  bores  and  bored  in  dulness  vieing, 
Of  upstarts  not  too  proud  to  boast. 
And  envious  fools  true  worth  decrying, 
Alas !  is  all  the  social  cheer 
Reality  can  offer  here. 
Where  truth  in  guise  so  sad  is  seen, 
It  serves  but  to  engender  spleen, 
And  wisdom  from  all  frrave  concerns 
In  self  despite  to  folly  turns. 
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NIGHT  THE  LAST. 

Thb  beautiful  and  unfortunate  Sch^erazade  had,  with  the 
conclusion  of  this  history,  terminated  the  nine  hundred  and 
ninety-ninth  night  since  her  marriage  ;  and  the  Sultan,  faithful 
to  his  prudent  custom,  had  risen  before  daybreak,  in  order  to 
betake  himself  to  his  council  before  the  arrival  of  bis  ministers. 

As  soon  as  he  had  departed,  Dinarzade,  who  althoogh  some- 
what hasty,  was  the  best-hearted  creature  in  the  world,  thus 
addressed  the  Sultana : — 

**  Tou  may  say  what  you  will,  sister,  but  you  must  be  the 
greatest  ninny  in  the  uniyerse, — ^with  all  due  deference  be  it  said 
to  your  rank,  your  learning,  and  your  wonderful  memory, — ^to 
hare  taken  it  into  your  head  to  .unite  yourself  with  a  dolt  of  an 
emperor,  who  for  the  last  two  years  that  you  haye  been  telling 
him  stories  has  done  nothing  but  listen  to  them ;  stories,  too, 
that  but  for  your  lively  and  pleasant  manner  of  telling  them, 
would  positively  be  nothing  at  all.  Nevertheless,  here  you  are 
at  the  end  of  your  budget,  and  consequently  very  near  the  end 
of  your  days.  The  story  which  you  have  just  related  to  him  is 
such  a  wretched  affair  that  he  did  nothing  but  yawn,  and  I 
with  him,  during  the  whole  time  it  lasted.  My  patience  in 
keeping  you  company  so  long,  must  afford  a  satisfactory  proof 
of  my  regard  for  you,  but  I  can  endure  no  more,  and  you  will 
allow  me  to  absent  myself  to-night,  as  I  must  give  audience  to 
the  Prince  of  Trebizqnd,  who,  at  least  if  he  find  my  company 
dull,  will  not  cut  off  my  head  for  allowing  the  night  to  pass 
without  telling  him  a  story.  I  advise  you,  therefore,  to  amuse 
your  simpleton  of  a  husband  with  that  of  the  Pyramid  and  the 
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Golden  Horse,  which  is  worth  all  those  you  hare  as  yet  told 
him  together.  I  shall  not  fail  to  be  here  the  next  .day,  and  as 
soon  as  the  Sultan  is  in  bed,  before  you  get' in  yourself,  throw 
yourself  down  on  your  knees,  feign  to  be  suddenly  indisposed, 
and  humbly  entreat  the  brute  that  he  may  be  pleased  to  allow 
me  to  entertain  him  in  your  place  for  the  last  time  ;  be  parti- 
eular  to  insist  on  the  last  time,  as  you  only  demand  this  favour 
on  condition  that  if  the  story  I  shall  tell  him  be  not  more 
extraordinary  than  all  you  haye  related,  he  may  have  you 
strangled  at  once,  the  first  thing  in  the  morning  ;  but,  on 
the  other  hand,  if  he  interrupt  me  before  the  end  of  my  story, 
he  is  to  grant  you  your  life.  I  think  he  will  not  refuse  these 
conditions ;  for  you  know  he  is  so  attentiye,  whatever  trash  one 
is  telling  him,  that  he  has  never  interrupted  you  once  in  any  of 
your  stories." 

This  compact  would  have  alarmed  any  one  else  ;  but  the 
marvellous  Scheherazade,  whom  the  study  of  philosophy  had 
taught  to  despise  death,  at  once  consented  to  it. 

Accordingly,  during  the  last  of  the  thousand  nights,  she 
amused  her  lord  with'  the  story  of  the  Golden  Horse  and  the 
Pyramid ;  and  on  that  >*hich  followed,  when  the  Sultan  had 
got  into  bed,  and  she  had  obtained  permission  for  her  sister  to 
speak,  on  the  terms  we  have  already  mentioned,  the  prudent 
Binarzade,  having  made  the  Prince  put  his  signature  to  them, 
commenced  her  story  as  follows  : — 

<<  Most  illustrious,  most  religious,  and  most  merciful  Emperor, 
who,  hearkening  only  to  the  laws  of  justice  and  to  the  dictates 
of  your  natural  benevolence,  do  strangle,  in  hatred  of  your  first 
wife,  all  her  successors,  and  who,  nobly  incensed  at  the  number 
of  negroes  and  muleteers  employed  in  the  service  of  that  Em- 
press of  blessed  memory,  sacrifice  so  many  innocent  beauties  to 
the  memory  of  one  guilty  one, — what  would  you  say,  sire, — 
you  who  have  the  reputation  of  the  most  discreet  of  princes,  and 
whose  ministers  are  the  most  impenetrable  of  all  ministers, — 
what  would  you  say  to  your  slave,  if  she  could  inform  you  of 
what  this  day  has  taken  place  in  your  coxmcil  ?  " 

*•  Pooh-pooh !  "  said  the  Sultan. 

"  Precisely  so,"  continued  Dinarzade,  "  and  that  you  shall 
shortly  see  by  this  story;  listen  attentively,  &nd  above  all, 
Temember  your  promise.^ 


\ 
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STORY  OP  MAY-FLOWER. 

Two  thousand  four  hundred  and  fifty-three  miles  hence  is  a 
country  called  Cashmere,  the  most  beautiful  of  all  beautiful 
countries.  Here  once  reigned  a  Caliph  ;  this  Caliph  had  a 
daughter,  and  this  daughter  a  face  ;  but  many  a  time  did 
people  wish  that. she  had  never  had  one.  Up  to  ^the  age 
of  fifteen,  it  was  just  possible  to  endure  her  beauty ;  but 
after  that,  nobody  could  stand  it  at  all.  Her  mouth  was  the 
loveliest  in  the  world  ;  her  nose  a  complete  master-piece  ;  and 
as  for  her  complexion  it  made  the  lilies  of  Cashmere,  which 
are  much  whiter  than  ours,  look  quite  dirty ;  and  beside  the 
delicate  carnation  of  her  cheeks  the  new-blown  rose  appeared 
like  a  presumptuous  little  minx. 

Her  forehead  was  unique  of  its  kind,  both  for  form  and  bril- 
liancy ;  its  whiteness  was  relieved  by  a  peak  formed  by  her  hair, 
which  was  much  blacker  and  much  more  brilliant  than  jet,  and 
it  was  on  this  account  that  she  was  called  "  Radiant.'*  The  out* 
line  of  her  face  seemed  to  have  been  expressly  made  to  contain 
such  an  assemblage  of  marvels  ;  but  her  eyes  spoilt  all. 

Nobody  had  ever  been  able  to  look  at  them  long  enough  to 
tell  their  colour,  for  if  any  one  encountered  her  glance  it  was 
as  though  he  had  been  struck  by  lightning. 

When  she  was  eight  years  old  the  Caliph,  her  father,  was 
accustomed  to  have  her  brought  before  him,  that  he  might  con* 
template  himself  in  his  handiwork,,  and  also  to  afford  his 
courtiers  an  opportunity  of  uttering  a  quantity  of  trash  in  praise 
of  her  young  charms  ;  for  even  at  that  early  stage  the  candles 
used  to  be  put  out  in  the  middle  of  the  night,  nor  was  any 
other  light  wanted  than  that  which  her  little  eyes  gave  Out. 
All  this,  however,  was  mere  child's  play ;  but  matters  grew 
beyond  a  joke  when  her  eyes  obtained  their  full  degree  of 
lustre. 

One  by  one,  all  the  youth,  the  prime  and  flower  of  the  courts 
perished  miserably  from  their  effects  ;  and  not  a  day  passed 
but  two  or  three  of  your  conceited  jackanapes  who  thinks  when 
they  see  a  pair  of  fine  eyes,  they  have  but  to  ogle  them,  wera 
laid  in  the  earth«     For  when  it  was  a  man  who  gazed  oi\ 
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her,  the  fire  of  her  eyes  shot  suddenly  to  the  hottom  of  his 
heart,  and  in  less  than  twenty-four  hours  he  expired,  gently 
murmuring  her  name,  and  humhly  thanking  those  heautiful 
eyes  for  having  dealt  him  so  sweet  and  glorious  a  death. 

With  the  fair  sex  matters  took  a  different  turn.  Those  who 
came  under  her  glances  at  some  distance  only,  escaped  with  a 
dimness  and  confusion  of  sight  from  which  they  never  recovered 
to  the  end  of  their  lives  ;  while  those  who  were  in  immediate 
attendance  upon  her  person  paid  a  somewhat  dearer  price  for  the 
distinction  :  her  ladies  of  the  wardrohe^  four  maids  of  honour, 
and  an  old  lady,  their  governess,  were  stone  blind. 

The  grandees  of  the  kingdom,  who  beheld  the  hope  of  their 
families  extinguished  in  the  blaze  of  this  fatal  effulgence, 
supplicated  the  Caliph  to  employ  some  remedy  against  a 
calamity  which  deprived  their  daughters  of  light  and  their  sons 
of  life. 

Accordingly,  the  Caliph  smnmoned  together  his  council,  to 
consult  as  to  what  was  to  be  done.  The  Caliph's  seneschal  pre- 
sided over  the  assembly,  the  Caliph's  seneschal  being  the  most 
consummate  dunderhead  who  was  ever  known  to  preside  over 
that  or  any  other  assembly.  It  was  indeed  for  this  and  no  other 
quality  that  the  Caliph  had  selected  him  his  prime  minister. 

On  the  matter  coming  into  discussion,  opinions  were  divided. 

Some  were  for  putting  Radiant  into  a  convent,  maintaining 
that  there  would  be  no  great  harm  in  a  score  or  so  of  ancient 
nuns,  and  their  abbess,  losing  their  sight  for  the  benefit  of  the 
state  ;  others  urged  that  a  state-warrant  should  be  issued  sum- 
moning her  eyes  to  close  forthwith  until  further  command ; 
while  some  proposed  to  put  her  eyes  out  so  skilfully  that  she.- 
should  feel  no  pain,  and  offered  themselves  to  furnish  the  secret.. 

The  Caliph,  who  loved  his  daughter  dearly,  found  none  of 
these  proposals  to  his  taste.  The  seneschal  perceived  this  :  he 
had  been  crying  his  eyes  out  for  an  hour  past,  and  commencing 
his  harangue  before  he  had  wiped  his  eyes, — 

*'I  was  mourning,  sire,"  said  he,  "the  death  of  the  count, 
my  unfortunate  son,  a  gentleman  wearing  a  sword,  but  which 
availed  him  nothing  against  the  glances  of  the  princess  ;  he  was 
buried  yesterday ;  so  let  us  say  no  more  .about  it.  To-day 
your  majesty  requires  my  services,  and  I  must  sink  the  father 
in  the  seneschal. 

B  B  ^. 
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**  My  grief  has  not  prerented  me  from  listening  to  liie  advise' 
which  has  been  ofTered  to  jon,  and  I  troat  the  company  inll 
not  be  offended  if  I  deehire  what  has  hitherto  hes&i  proposed  to 
be  altogether  absnrd.     Here  is  mine. 

**  I  haye  had  for  some  time  past  in  my  service  an  eqneny  ; 
I  neither  know  where  he  comes  from,  nor  who  he  is  ;  but  this  I. 
know  well,  that  since  I  have  had  him  my  household  a&iis 
hare  ceased  to  trouble  me  ;  he  is  a  devil  and  knows  eyerything ;: 
and  although  I  have  the  honour  to  be  your  seneschal,  I  am  but 
a  fool  to  him  ;  a  fact  of  which  my  wife  informs  me  every  day 
of  my  life. 

"  Now  if  your  majesty  would  be  graciously  pleased  to  con- 
sult him  upon  so  difficult  a  matter  as  the  present,  I  am  per- 
suaded the  result  would  be  to  your  satisfaction." 

"  Most  wilKngiy,  worthy  seneschal,'*  said  the  Caliph,  <<  will  I 
do  so,  especially  as  I  am  curious  to  behold  a  man  who  isj 
cleyerer  than  yourself." 

He  was  accordingly  summoned  to  attend  ;  but  he  sent  word, 
that  he  would  not  come  until  the  Princess  with  her  beautifiiL 
eyes  were  safely  locked  up. 

*•  There,  sire  !  '*  said  the  seneschal,  "  was  I  not  right,  your 
Highness  ?  " 

<'  Ho  !  ho !  "  said  the  Caliph, ''  he  is  a  sharp  fellow  indeed  ; 
but  let  him  come,  he  shall  not  see  my  daughter." 

He  was  not  long  coming  ;  he  was  neither  well  nor  ill  looking, 
but  there  was  something  agreeable  in  his  mannas,  and  a  cer- 
i;ain  air  of  acuteness  in  his  features. 

''  Speak  to  him  boldly,  your  Hi^ness,*'  said  the  seneschal ; 
^'he  understands  all  manner  of  languages.^     The  Caliph  who 
^  could  only  talk  his  own,  and  that  not  very  elegantly,  after  pausing 
some  time,  trying  to  find  something  yery  deyer  to  say, — 

"  What 's  your  name,  friend  ?  *'  said  he, — 

*'  Pooh-pooh !  "  replied  the  other. 

"  Pooh-pooh !  "  repeated  the  Caliph. 

"  Pooh-pooh !  "  echoed  the  council. 

**  Pooh-pooh  !  "  said  the  seneschal. 

'' I  asked  you  friend,"  said  the  CaHph,  ''to  tell  me  your 
name.  « 

**  I  know  you  did,  sire,"  was  the  ani^wer. 

•*  WeU?*' said  the  CaHph. 
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'  ^^  Pooh-pooh  t  "  said  the  other,  making  a  pr<^oiind  how. 

**  And  why  do  you  call  yourself  Pooh-pooh  t  " 

**  Because  it  is  not  my  name." 

•*  How  so,"  said  the  Caliph. 

"  Becausei  I  left  my  own  name  to  take  to  this,  and  so  I  eaU 
myself  Pooh-pooh,  though  it  is  not  my  name." 

"Nothing  can  he  plainer  than  that, '  *  said  the  Caliph,  **  and  yet 
it  would  have  taken  me  more  than  a  month  to  find  it  out." 

Well,  Pooh-pooh,  what  is  to  he  done  with  our  daughter. " 
What  you  please,"  your  Highness. 

*«  So  I  "  said  ^e  Caliph,  "  and  what  then  ?  " 

**  What  ever  your  Highness  pleases,"  stiU  replied  Pooh-pooh. 

"  Well,  to  cut  the  matter  short,"  said  the  Caliph,  **  my  sene- 
schal, here,  invited  me  to  consulty  ou  respecting  the  unfortunate 
property  she  possesses  of  killing  or  hlinding  all  that  look  upon 
her." 

"Sire,"  said  Pooh-pooh, — 

Blame,  not  on  her,  but  on  the  gods  be  laid, 
Who  with  such  beauty  have  endoVd  the  maid.  - 

But  if  it  he  a  misfortune  to  he  hlest  with  a  heautiful  pair  of 
eyes,  this,  in  my  humhle  opinion,  is  what  must  he  done  to 
remedy  it.     The  magician  Serena  knows  all  the  secrets  of 
nature  ;  send  her  a  trifling  present  of  a  million  or  two,  and  if 
she  can  give  you  no  remedy  for  the  eyes  of  the  Princess,  why 
you  may  make  up  your  mind  that  there  is  none.     Meanwhile  I 
should  he  inclined  to  try  the  effect  of  a  head-dress,  made  en- 
tirely of  handsome  green  stuff,  in  which  the  Princess's  hair 
shoidd  he  confined ;    for  I  am  very  much  mistaken  if  its  • 
hrilliancy,  joined  to  that  of  her  eyes,  is  not  partly  the  cause 
ihat  her  gkuices  are  so  dangerous  ;  and  in  order  to  raise  all 
ohstacles,  I  myself,  if  your  Majesty  approve  of  it,  will  con- 
sult the  magician  on  your  hehalf,  as  I  am  acquainted  with  the 
place  of  herahode." 

The  Caliph  very  strongly  approved  of  it.  Pooh-pooh  was 
iiitrusted  with  a  purse  full  of  hrilliant  diamonds,  and  half  a 
hushel  of  large  pearls  for  Serena,  and  started  off  forthwith  in 
spite  of  the  seneschal's  wife,  who  was  sadly  affected  at  parting 
with  him*. 

bb2 
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He  WEB  a  whole  month  on  his  journey,  daring  which  time 
Kadiant's  eyes  did  more  mischief  than  erer.  She-  had  ner^ 
been  able  to  make  up  her  mind  to  the  green  head-dress  ;  not 
but  that  it  would  certainly  hare  somewhat  diminished  the 
brightness  of  her  eyes,  but  it  had  communicated  a  slight  tint 
to  her  complexion,  which  so  exasperated  her  that  she  tore  it 
off  and  threw  it  at  the  head  of  her  lady  of  the  wardrobe,  and 
ever  since,  her  eyes  had  become  moro  terrible  than  oyer. 

The  Caliph  was  having  prayers  offered  up  and  daily  processions 
made,  in  the  hopes  that  Heaven  might  be  moved  either  to  loek. 
down  with  pity  upon  his  poor  people,  or  prevent  his  daughter 
from  looking  at  them,  when  Pooh-pooh  returned  ;  and  thus 
did  he  address' the  Caliph  and  his  council  assembled  : — 

**  Sire,  the  magician  Serena  presents  her  compliments  to 
your  Highness,  and  is  very  much  obliged  to  you  for  your  present, 
which  she  cannot  accept.  She  possesses  the  secret,  she  says, 
of  rendering  the  Princess's  eyes  as  perfectly  harmless  as  are 
those  of  your  Majesty,  and  that  without  injuring  their  brightness ; 
but  you  must  furnish  her  with  four  things." 

«•  Four !  "  said  the  Caliph ;  "  four  hundred,  if  she  will." 

"  Softly,  sire,  so  please  you,"  said  Pooh-pooh.  "  The  first  of 
these  thiugs  is  the  portrait  of  Radiant,  the  second  May-flower, 
the  next  the  Luminous  Hat^  and  the  last,  Jingle,  the  mare." ; 

"  What  the  devil  is  all  that  ?  "  cried  the  Caliph. 

**  Sire,  with  your  permission  I  will  inform  you.  Serena  has 
a  sister  who  is  called  Dentata,  and  who  is  almost  as  learned 
as  herself ;  but  as  her  skill  is  only  available  for  evil  purposes 
she  is  merely  a  sorceress,  whereas  the  other  is  an  honest, 
well-intentioned  magician.  The  sorceress  carried  off  Serena's 
daughter  when  quite  a  child,  and  now  that  she  is  grown  up, 
torments  her  night  and  day  to  make  her  marry  a  little  monster 
of  a  son  of  hers.  She  it  is  who  is  called  May-flower,  and  is  in 
the  power  of  the  sorceress.  Besides  this,  she  possesses  a  hat 
with  so  many  diamonds  in  it,  and  those  diamonds  are  so  won- 
derfully bright,  that  they  throw  out  as  much  light  as  the  sun. 
Over  and  above  all  this  she  has  also,  a  mare,  with  a  little  golden 
bell  at  the  end  of  every  hair  on  her  body,  and  they  give  out  sueh 
harmonious  sounds  that  whenever  the  mare  moves,  the  most 
ravishing  music  is  heard.  These,  sire,  are  the  four  things 
demanded  of  you  by  Serena,  who  cautions  you  at  the  same  time 
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tihfti  whoeyer  sihall  undertake  to  carry  them  off  from  D^ixtjiia,  it 
will  be  almost  impossible  for  him  not  to  fall  into  her  hands,  and 
once  there  no  power  on  earth  can  get  him  out  again. " 

The  Calipji  and  his  council  all  fell  a-crjing  at  finding  the  con* 
ditions  80  hard,  they  could  hope  for  no  remedy  against  their 
misfortunes.  Pooh-pooh  was  quite  affected  at  the  scene,  and 
addressing  himself  to  the  Caliph,-* 

*'  Sire,"  said  he,  ''I  am  acquainted  with  a  man  who  could 
furnish  you  with  the  first  item  of  the  demand,  if  he  chose  to 
undertake  it.*' 

"  What !  "  said  the  Caliph,  "paint  my  daughter  !  And  who 
is  the  madman  bold  enough  to  undertake  an  impossibility  ?  " 

"  Pooh-pooh,"  replied  the  other. 
Pooh-pooh  !  "  said  the  Caliph. 
Pooh-pooh !  "  said  the  seneschal  and  all  the  council ;  and 

Pooh-pooh !  **  echoed  all  the  little  raggamuffins  playing  about 
the  palace. 

*^  Sire,"  said  the  seneschal^  '*  if  he  undertakes  it,  he  is  sure 
to  do  it." 

''And  suppose  he  should,"  said  the  Caliph,  ''who  is  to 
imdertake  the  rest  ?  " 

"I,"  said  the  rash  Pooh-pooh;  "but  upon  condition,  that 
when  my  name  happens  to  come  up  in  the  course  of  conversa- 
tion, people  shall  leave  it  unmolested,  and  not  bandy  it  about 
from  one  to  the  other  like  so  many  echoes ;  and  that  when  the 
Princess  shall  be  in  the  condition  you  wish,  she  shall  be  free  to 
ohoose  whom  she  likes  for  a  husband." 

The  Caliph  pledged  his  word  to  it,  and  the  seneschal,  who 
was  fond  of  work,  made  out  the  letters  patent  for  him. 

Every  one  was  puzzled  to  know  how  he  would  set  about 
painting  a  face  which  nobody  could  look  upon  without  dying. 
The  mystery  was  soon  cleared  up.  He  was  a  man  who  had 
travelled  a  great  deal,  and  among  the  curious  observatioi\ft 
he  had  made  on  the  manners  and  customs  of  each  country, 
he  found  that  in  the  country  of  eclipses  the  inhabitants^ 
by  tinging  a  piece  of  glass  with  some  dark  colour,  were 
enabled  to  look  upon  the  sun  with  impunity.  Adopting  this 
idea,  he  made  himself  a  pair  of  spectacles  of  the  darkest  greeii, 
and,  having  tried  them  on  the  sun  at  full  noon,  proceeded 
straight  to  Radiant  with  the  necessary  implements  for  painting* 
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AhfaoDgh  he  did  not  make  it  his  profenioii,  no  one  ezeeiM 
bim  in  this  art.  His  taste  in  all  respects  was  of  the  most 
refined  delicacy,  and  no  one  was  a  better  judge  of  beauty; 
•neyertheless  that  of  the  Princess  Radiant  did  not  make  snch 
inroads  in  his  heart  as  he  had  imagined.  Her  shape  was  lees 
perfect  than  her  face,  and  this  for  some  time  preserved  him; 
but  he  was  obliged  to  give  in  at  last,  and  th«&  it  was  that  he 
put  for^  all  his  wit  to  please  her.  She  was  not  insensible  to 
the  praises  he  bestowed  upon  her  beauty,  while,  at  the  same 
time,  under  pretext  of  beguiling  her  weariness  during  an  oeeo- 
nation  which  generally  oppresses  even  the  mostTivacious  spirits, 
he  told  a  number  of  pleasant  stories  about  his  traveb,  which 
amused  her  so  much  that  she  would  willingly  have  listened  to 
them  all  her  life.  Nor  did  the  absence  of  any  great  pofional 
recommendations  on  his  part  preyent  his  wit  from  producing  the 
same  effects  as  if  he  had  been  the  handapmest  man  in  the  wwld. 
So  she  fell  in  lore  with  him,  and  was  quite  distressed  that  the 
picture  was  so  soon  finidied,  but  she  was  much  more  so  when 
he  was  obliged  to  set  off  upon  such  a  perilous  adventure  as  that 
which  he  had  undertaken. 

When  he  was  going  she  told  him  that,  in  ezposng  himsdf 
for  her,  he  was  working  for  himself,  for  that  if  he  succeeded 
she  would  then  be  allowed  to  choose  a  husband  for  herself,  but 
if  he  failed  she  was  determined  never  to  choose  one  at  all.  For 
in  those  days,  when  a  fair  lady  felt  that  she  had  lost  her  heart» 
she  never  hesitated  a  moment  to  declare  her  passion,  and 
princesses  were  just  as  eager  in  doing  so  as  anybody  else* 
Pooh-pooh  threw  himself  down  at  her  feet  at  least  a  dozen 
times,  in  order  to  prove  to  her  that  he  was  transported  beyond 
himself ;  but  in  hu  own  mind  he  was  quite  astCMiished  to  find 
his  heart  so  little  affected  by  the  happiness  which  had  befallen 
him,  for  he  could  not  but  feel  that  he  did  not  love  her  so  much 
as  he  pretended. 

The  portrait  of  Radiant  was  the  admiration  of  the  whole 
court,  and  so  life-like  was  the  painting  that  it  was  difiicult  to 
sustain  her  looks,  although  only  in  a  picture.  Pooh-pooh  dis- 
covered to  Ihe  Caliph  the  secret  he  had  employed  in  order  to 
paint  his  daughter,  and  left  him  his  spectacles  that  he  might 
have  the  pleasure  of  seeing  her  now  and  then.  He  recom- 
mended hijin  at  the  same  time  not  to  use  them  too  often,  for 
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>fear  of  aooidents ;  but  the  CalipiL  neglected  kk  adyiee,  sad 
repented  it. 

In  order  to  Militate  the  execution  of  Iub  enterprise,  he  was 
offered  money  and  eyen  troops,  but  he  refused  both,  and,  comr 
mending  himself  only  to  fortune,  set  out  on  his  journey  with  no 
other  assistance  than  his  own  courage  and  ingenuity. 

So  long  as  he  was  still  within  the  confines  of  Cashmere, 
nothing  but  a  succession  of  pleasures  attended  his  path. 
Flowers  sprang  up  beneath  his  steps ;  peaches  and  figs  fell 
into  his  mouth  wheneyer  he  lifted  up  his  head  ;  melons  of  the 
rarest  quality  presented  themselyes  on  eyeiy  side,  and  a  per- 
petual sprmg  imparted  a  gentle  warmth  to  the  air  and  serenity 
to  the  sky.  Wheneyer  he  felt  inclined  for  repose,  a  yast 
orange-groye,  stretching  beside  a  purling  stream,  immediately 
offered  its  cool  and  delicious  shade,  while  the  birds  lulled  him  to 
sleep  with  the  most  enchanting  melodies ;  for  there  was  not  a 
single  nightingale  in  the  whole  kingdom  that  was  not  a  thorough 
musician,  and  not  eyen  a  hedge-sparrow  but  could  sing  at 
sight.  But,  as  soon  as  he  had  crossed  the  mountains  by  which 
this  delightful  country  is  bounded  on  eyery  side,  he  met  with 
nothing  but  wild  deserts,  and  forests  fiill  of  animals  so  fierce 
that  tigers  and  leopards  were  pet  lambs  in  comparison. 

Neyertheless  it  was  impossible  to  reach  the  abode  of  Dentata 
without  crossing  the  forests ;  and  as  though  these  horrid 
brutes  had  been  aware  of  his  design,  instead  of  taking  the 
trouble  of  coming  to  meet  him,  they  quietly  dispersed  them- 
selyes in  different  directions.  Three  hydras,  ten  rhinoc^oses, 
«nd  some  half  dozen  griffins  posted  themselyes  directly  in  his 
path.  He  was  well  yersed  in  the  art  of  war  ■;  so  that,  after 
reconnoitring  -the  sort  of  aspect  they  presented,  he  was  able 
to  form  a  tolerably  correct  notion  of  their  intentions ;  and, 
Ending  the  match  was  not  an  equal  one,  he  had  recourse  to 
stratagem. 

He  waited  quietly  till  nightfall,  keeping  a  carefcd  watch 
round  about  bos  camp  ;  and  at  about  the  second  watch,  he 
made  up  a  faggot  of  idl  the  driest  sticks  he  could  collect,  and 
haying  set  fire  to  it  with  a  flint  lock,  stuck  it  on  the  top  of  a 
long  pole,  and  marched  straight  upon  the  enemy.  He  felt  he 
wais  not  sufficiently  in  loire  to  inyoke  the  name  of  the  fair 
•Radiant;  and  so,  without  commending  himsdyp  to  his  diyinity,  the 
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doi^tj  Pooh-pooh  raahed  headlong  into  the  mofit  perUoos 
adyentiire  that  was  ever  attempted. 

There  is  not  a  wild  beast  Uving  that  ean  stand  against  a 
good  blase  of  fire ;  and  as  soon  as  these  caught  sight  of  the 
burning  faggot,  they  were  considerably  shaken  in  their  resohi- 
tion ;  perceiving  which,  he  set  up  a  loud  halloo,  and  having 
dispersed  them,  found  himself  out  of  the  wood  just  as  the  day 
was  breaking. 

Although  sadly  in  want  of  rest,  he  was  afraid  to  trust  himself 
to  repose  in  the  neighbourhood  of  so  dangerous  a  place.  The 
sun  was  rising,  and  its  first  beams  caused  him  to  discover  some- 
thing shining  in  the  midst  of  a  small  path  ;  this  path  he  fol- 
lowed, and  having  walked  for  a  long  time  in  the  direction  of 
the  object,  he  found  that  it  always  appeared  exactly  at  the  same 
dbtance  as  before.  Mortified  and  weary,  he  was  fain  at  last  to 
sit  down ;  but  no  sooner  was  he  on  the  grass,  than  what  he  had 
beheld  rose  up  into  the  air,  and  presently  the  most  beautiful 
bird  ever  seen  came  and  perched  upon  a  bush  within  four  steps 
of  him.  The  feathers  of  his  wings  were  gold  and  azure,  and 
the  rest  of  his  body  white  and  fire-colour ;  his  beak  and  talons 
were  of  gold,  and,  except  that  he  was  rather  larger,  hia 
appearance  resembled  that  of  a  parrot. 

Pooh-pooh  examined  him  attentively,  and  was  delighted  with 
his  beauty.  Urged  by  something  more  than  curiosity,  he 
would  have  approached  it,  but  feared  that  it  would  fly  away. 

The  parrot,  however,  seemed  to  entertain  no  such  intentions; 
for,  after  searching  for  some  time  in  the  bush,  he  drew  from  it 
a  little  bag,  which  he  laid  on  the  ground,  and  after  very 
dexterously  untying  it,  took  from  it  a  pinch  or  two  of  salt, 
which  he  scattered  with  his  feet,  pecking  it  up  afterwards  with 
his  beak. 

<*  PoUy!  my  sweetheart,"  said  Pooh-pooh,  '*  don't  eat  that, 
it  wiU  do  you  harm."  But  the  parrot  burst  out  into  a  loud  fit 
of  laughter,  looking  at  him,  however,  very  gravely.  *'  Gracious 
heaven!"  sud  the  other,  *<  what  an  amiable  parrot!  But 
what  am  I  saying  ?  a  parrot! — a  phoenix  I  should  say." 

"  Pooh-pooh!"  said  the  parrot;  and  away  he  flew. 

When  he  was  out  of  sight.  Pooh-pooh  picked  up  the  bag  of 
salt,  and  continued  his  journey  along  the  path  which  he  had 
taken.     He  was  in  hopes  that,  as  he  was  carrying  off  its  food^ 
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the  bird  might  come  back  to  him.  <<  I  can*t  understand/*  said 
he,  **  what  can  have  frightened  it  away.  But  how  is  it  that 
whenever  the  name  of  Pooh-pooh  is  pronounced,  even  the  very 
birds  cannot  help  immediately  repeating  it  ?  This  one,  however, 
repeated  it  of  himself.  What  induced  me  to  take  such  a  name 
and  abandon  my  own  ?  Was  it  on  account  of  the  adventure  of 
the  magpies?  But  no  one  would  believe  me  if  I  were  to  tell 
the  story  all  my  life,  and  I  scarcely  know  whether  to  believe  it 
myself  who  saw  it  with  my  own  eyes." 

He  continued  walking  the  greater  part  of  the  day  through  a 
barren  and  uninhabited  country,  diverting  himself  with  a  thou* 
sand  different  thoughts,  in  which  Radiant  was  frequently  mixed 
up.  But  she  did  not  occupy  his  thoughts  to  tiie  extent  of 
becoming  the  subject  of  those  long  and  agreeable  reveries  in 
which  those  who  are  passionately  enamoured  delight  to  lose 
themselves,  building  up  splendid  castles  in  the  air  where  the 
imagination  is  much  more  magnificently  accommodated  than 
ever  were  common  sense  and  plodding  reason. 

Night  was  approaching,  and  he  was  exhausted  with  hunger 
and  fatigue,  when,  looking  about  him  on  every  side,  he  caught 
sight  of  a  miserable  hut  ensconced  in  the  midst  of  bushes  and 
bramblewood.  There  he  found  an  old  man  and  his  wife, 
together  with  every  prospect  of  a  wretched  repast  and  a  com- 
fortless lodging ;  but  his  mind  being  intent  on  other  things 
than  luxury  and  good  cheer,  he  determined  to  pass  the  night 
there.  He  was  well  received,  for  he. gave  them  more  money 
than  would  have  sufficed  to  buy  up  the  whole  house.  The  son 
of  the  old  people  made  his  appearance  soon  after,  as  dilapidated 
a  young  gentleman  as  was  ever  seen. 

He  brought  home  a  couple  of  half-starved  goats,  who  joined 
the  company,  there  being  no  other  apartment  for  them.  From 
these  poor  people  Pooh-pooh  obtained  all  the  light  he  could 
relative  to  the  enterprise  upon  which  he  was  bound.  As  soon 
as  daylight  appeared,  having  changed  dresses  with  the  son,  he 
oovered  over  half  his  face  with  a  large  plaister,  bought  the 
goats,  and  not  forgetting  to  take  his  bag  of  salt,  set  out  on  hia 
expedition.  He  turned  his  steps  towards  the  place  from  whence, 
or  thereabout,  he  was  told  the  palace  of  the  sorceress  could  be 
descried  ;  but  his  hosts  advised  him  not  to  venture  there  unless 
his  business  was  very  particular. 


378  .    comrr  hamiltov's  talks. 

0 

He  had  not  prooeeded  far  before  he  heard  a  kmd  tif 
hannonj,  which  became  more  and  more  metodiooB  the  nearcr 
he  appoached.  He  was  not  long  g^oessing  what  was  the  caiue 
of  it ;  and  still  diiTU^g  the  goats  before  him,  while  he  carefbDy 
obserred  all  that  was  in  the  neighbourhood,  he  halted  in  a  litdie 
gro^e,  through  which  a  pleasant  riTulet  pursued  its  course. 

The  Ticinage  of  so  dangerous  a  place,  and  the  approach  of  a 
perilous  and  doubtful  adventure,  inspired  him  with  some  reflec- 
tions ;  save  these  reflections,  and  some  little  emotion,  they 
inspired  him  with  nothing  else — ^neither  fear,  nor  repentance. 

He  never  ceased  to  ejaculate — 

**He  ^o  dira  not  aduere  ahoiild  not  dare  to  liegin. 
And  though  from  the  stnig|^  I  nevw  dioiild  me, 
TWe  *fl  a  ^ly  ^  ttriring  &ir  Radiant  to  win — 
GI017  even  in  loeing  10  lovelj  a  prize.^ 

And  again: 

**  Though  death  may  destroy  all  the  fond  hopes  I  cherish. 
In  a  nohler  endaavonr  no  mortal  could 


While  he  was  thus  fortifjing  himself  with  recollections  cf 
operatic  heroism,  he  -beheld  adTancing  towards  him  a  person 
idio  engrossed  his  whole  attenti<Ni.  From  the  freshness  of  her 
looks,  Ae  might  have  been  taken  for  the  dawn  of  a  summer's 
day  ;  from  her  shape,  for  the  most  perfectlj  formed  of  all  the 
goddesses — and  from  her  grace,  for  all  the  graces  embodied  in 
one  person. 

She  was  clad  with  extreme  simplicily ;  but  the  unstudied 
elegance  of  her  appearance,  enhanced  bj  an  air  of  cleanliness, 
so  adorned  her,  in  spite  of  the  meanness  of  her  attire,  that  she 
i^peared  to  him  to  be  some  princess  in  disguise. 

Three  times  did  he  look  at  her,  from  the  top  of  her  head  to 
the  soles  of  her  feet,  as  she  was  advancing  towards  the  rivulet; 
and  three  times  did  he  swear,  in  a  confidential  whisper  to  him- 
self, that  he  had  never  beheld  feet  of  so  perfect  a  mould,  nor 
so  many  charms  as  were  collected  in  the  form  th^  sustained. 

He  tamed  awa j,  pretending  to  be  looking  af^  his  goats, 
while  she  filled  a  pitcher,  which  she  had  brought  with  her» 
sat  down  bj  the  side  of  the  rivulet,  clasped  hefyhands,  and 
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fell  to  gazing,  yrith  a  mournful  air,  at  the  water  flowing  at 
her  feet. 

He  ^raduaUj  drew  near;  while,  after  heaving  a  few 
sighs,  she  exclaimed:  ^'No!  never  was  there  so  unhappy  a 
ereature !  Alas!"  she  continued,  '* since  I  am  assured  that 
my  wretched  destiny  can  never  alter,  hut  to  hecome  worse,  how 
is  it  I  am  still  contented  to  live  ?"  After  giving  vent  to  this 
reflection,  she  paused  awhile,  hut  it  was  only  to  shed  a  flood  of 
tears.  A  moment  after:  "Happy  hirds,"  said  she,  "who 
have  nothing  to  fear — save  the  elements  and  man — and  other 
hirds  who  wage  a  continual  war  against  you-«you,  at  least,  in 
spite  of  all  your  alarms — ^have  still  the  enjoyment  of  liherty ; 
and  you  are  not  condemned  to  have  eternally  before  your  eyes 
the  most  frightful  object  in  the  world." 

At  the  conclusion  of  this  speech,  she  shed  tears  anew  ;  and 
after  washing  her  hands  and  face  in  the  stream,  took  up  her 
pitcher  and  departed. 

Pooh-pooh  had  attentively  examined  her  without  her. per- 
ceiving him  ;  he  had  been  charmed  with  her  person,  and,  from 
her  demeanour,  he  judged  her  to  be  possessed  of  natural  parts, 
a  gentle  temper,  a  sincere  heart,  and  yet  withal  a  sufficiently 
proud  spirit.  This  was  finding  out  a  great  many  things  in  a 
very  short  time  ;  but,  nevertheless,  he  was  not  mistaken  ;  nor 
was  he  far  wrong  in  his  conjecture  as  to  who  she  was. 

He  spent  the  whole  day  in  the  grove  doing  just  what  he 
pleased  ;  and  when  night  came  on,  he  left  his  goats  there,  and 
pushed  forward  over  the  plain  to  reconnoitre. 

The  further  he  went,  the  less  did  he  know  whither  he  was 
going :  and  he  might  have  wandered  a  long  time  in  this  man- 
ner, had  not  a  su^en  burst  of  light  disoovwed  to  his  sight  a 
large  flat-built  house,  at  about  two  hundred  yards  from  him. 
On  the  light  disappearing,  he  found  no  great  difficulty  in 
groping  his  way  until  he  reached  the  house.  Not  doubting 
but  it  was  that  which  the  sorceress  inhabited,  and  judging 
that  it  might  not  be  quite  convenient  to  present  himself  at 
the  door,  he  clambered  upon  the  roof  with  as  Httle  noise  as 
possible. 

The  house  was  only  lliatched  ;  and  after  listening  some  time 
without  hearing  anything,  he  pulled  apart  the  thatching  as 
gently  as  he  codd,  and  through  the  opening  beheld  the  horrible 
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Dentata,  mumbling  a  parcel  of  barbarous  words,  and  throw- 
ing herbs  and  roots  into  a  large  cauldron  which  was  on  the 
fire.  She  stirred  this  mess  round  and  round  with  a  long  tooth 
that  stuck  out  of  her  mouth,  and  was  at  least  two  yards 
long.  When  she  had  well  turned  all  thesQ  drugs  about  for 
some  time,  she  threw  in  three  toads  and  three  bats,  and  began 
to  repeat : 

**  Bj  mj  magic,  hat,  and  mare ; ' 

Bj  my  malice  ;  by  my  ire ; 
This  wizard  charm  I  now  prepare^- 
'  *Ti8  to  anfeathcr  my  love  bo  fair. 

That  all  mj  powen  must  conspire.** 

"  Her  lover !  Ye  gods  ! "  cried  Pooh-pooh ;  "  he  must  be 
one  of  those  monsters  who  tried  to  stop  me  in  the  forest." 
Meanwhile  the  sorceress  every  now  and  then  dipped  a  finger 
into  the  cauldron,  with  a  nail  almost  as  long  as  her  tooth  ;  this 
she  did  in  order  to  taste  the  delightful  compound,  and  see  how 
the  charm  proceeded. . 

In  a  comer  of  the  fire-place  was  a  little  monster,  so  uglj  and 
so  deformed,  that  he  was  a  more  frightful  figure  even  than  his 
mother.  Before  this  monster,  the  fair  one  whom  Pooh-pooh 
had  beheld  in  the  little  grove,  was  kneeling,  and  widi  her 
snowy  arms  and  ivory  hands,  was  washing  a  pair  of  the  filthiest 
and  most  disgusting  feet  that  were  ever  seen. 

Pooh-pooh  could  see  that  she  was  in  despair  at  having  such 
a  task  to  perform,  nor  was  he  less  moved  himself.  Dentata 
perceiving  that  the  poor  girl  was  crying,  raised  her  long  tooth, 
and  looking  at  her  askew : 

'*  Wretch !  *'  she  exclaimed,  **  do  you  dare  make  such  a 
fuss  at  waiting  upon  one  who  in  two  days  is  to  be  your  hns«> 
band,  instead  of  thanking  Heaven,  as  you  ought,  that  you 
are  about  to  belong  to  the  son  of  Dentata,  and  to  possess  such 
a  husband,*' 

Pooh-pooh  was  unable  to  repress  a  shudder  at  these  words. 
The  sorceress  raised  her  head  at  the  noise,  while  he  scrambled 
down  with  all  haste,  lest  he  should  be  surprised,  and  made  for 
the  grove  as  well  as  he  could,  where  he  spent  the  rest  of  the 
night,  thinking  of  what  he  had  seen,  and  turning  over  in  his 
mind  what  course  he  should  take. 
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The  following  morning  brought  the  fair  maiden  to  the 
rivulet  again.  She  returned  with  all  her  charms,  with  all  her 
sorrow,  and  with  something  else  in  the  bargain ;  namely^ 
ft  bundle  of  filthj  clothes,  and  a  quantity  of  yerj  foul  linen^ 
which  she  began  to  wash  in  the  rivulet,  crying  all  the  while^ 
as  though  her  heart  would  break. 

Her  appearance  a  second  time  by  the  side  of  the  same 
stream  increased  his  compassion  for  her,  and  made  him  feel 
that  he  should  ere  long  stiand  in  need  of  all  hers.  She  was 
bent  forward  over  the  stream  while  washing  the  filthy  rags^ 
and  seemed  as  though  from  sheer  despair  she  would  have 
thrown  herself  into  it,  had  there  been  water  enough  to  drown 
her.  Her  position  gave  Pooh-pooh  an  opportunity  of  gazing 
on  the  lovediest  bosom  in  the  world  ;  he  thanked  Heaven  for 
the  spectacle,  but  without  flattering  himself  that  it  would  ever 
be  anything  more  to  him. 

He  thought  it  time,  however,  to  discover  himself;  but  before 
he  spoke  to  her,  he  was  desirous  of  attracting  her  attention, 
and  taking  a  flute  from  his  pocket,  he  began  to  play  an  air 
vriih  considerable  feeling.  To  give  a  notion  of  his  skill,  no 
more  need  be  said  than  that  he  played  the  flute  twice  as  well 
as  he  painted. 

She  turned  her  eyes  towards  him,  and  was  surprised  to  find 
his  personal  appearance  accord  so  little  with  his  manner  of 
playing.  As  soon  as  he  saw  she  was  listening,  he  made  a 
feint  to  follow  his  goats,  which  had  got  away  to  a  distance. 

"No,"  said  she,  when  he  had  ceased,  "the  harmony  of 
Jingle  herself  is  not  more  pleasing,  How  happy,"  she  con- 
tinued, **  is  that  poor. man  whose  life  is  spent  in  tending  goats. 
Alas  1  vulgar  and  low-bred  as  he  is,  I  wish,  with  all  my  heart, 
I  were  that  poor  wretch !  But  what  can  make  him  come  to  so 
detestable  a  place,  when  it  depends  only  upon  his  will  to  lead  hia 
scanty  flock  elsewhere  ?  What  object  can  he  have  in  approach- 
ing the  abode  of  Dentata  ?  " 

"  He  comes  to.  deliver  you  from  your  captivity,  lovely  May- 
flower," said  he,  suddenly  drawing  near. 

She  was  so  surprised  at  his  action,  that  she  had  certainly 
fainted  away  had  he  given  her  time  to  do  so. 

**  Yes  !*'  said  he,  "  I  am  resolved  to  deliver  you,  or  perish 
in  ihe  attempt*" 
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**  Alas  !  *'  Baid  she,  gwing  npon  him  attentiyelj,  **  poor  lad ! 
thou  mtghtest  indeed  periBh,  but  thou  canst  never  save  me ; 
■inoe  to  accomplish  that  it  would  be  necessary  to  release  me 
from  the  slayerj  in  which  I  am,  and  that  is  impossible.  Thoa 
seest  me  employed  in  the  most  disgusting  occupation  in  the 
world,  and  yet  I  would  willingly  pass  my  life  at  it,  had  I- 
not  something  to  fear,  which  is  more  frightful  still.  I  am 
about  to  become  the  wife  of  Dentata's  son." 

^I  know  all,"  answered  Pooh-pooh,  "and  will  save  yon 
fipun  your  &te." 

She  gazed  with  increased  curiosity  on  one  who  spoke  with 
so  much  confidence,  and  who  appeared  to  be  ignorant  of 
nothing.  He  who  had  hitherto  only  enjoyed  the  pleasure  of 
seeing  her,  and  had  not  yet  experienced  that  of  being  himself 
the  object  of  her  attention,  now  felt  that  he  preferred  it  to  all 
the  most  delicious  sensations  he  had  erer  known  before.  He 
removed  the  plaister  which  covered  his  face,  that  he  might  not 
appear  so  disfigured  in  her  eyes ;  how  far  he  was  right  in 
doing  so  I  cannot  say.  If  she  was  not  reiy  much  struck 
by  his  &ce,  however,  she  was  beginning  to  accustom  herself  to 
his  way  of  talking.  He  told  her,  that  not  being  what  he 
appeared  to  be,  he  had  undertaken  to  carry  off  herself,  the 
luminous  hat,  and  the  mare  Jingle  ;  that  he  had  undertaken  all 
this  for  the  sake  of  a  princess  who  was  considered  the  wonder 
of  the  world,  and  whom  he  was  already  beginning  to  forget. 
**  And  how  could  any  one  do  otherwise  than  forget  her,"  he 
cried,  "  who  had  once  beheld  the  charming  May-flower !  She 
— she  alone,  shall  henceforth  be  the  object  <^  all  my  under- 
takings!" 

She  appeared  to  take  no  offence  at  this  decfaffation,  nor  did 
she  seem  particularly  shocked  at  the  sacrifice  it  announced  ; 
and  during  the  short  time  they  were  able  to  remain  together. 
Pooh-pooh  was  fully  confirmed  in  the  opinion  he  had  formed  of 
her  mind  and  of  her  sentiments.  He  entreated  her  to  trust 
entirely  to  him,  as  to  all  that  concerned  the  execution  of  his 
enterprise,  adding  that  all  he  required  of  her  was  that  she 
should  consent  to  whatever  might  be  proposed  by  one  who 
would  prefer  dying  three  hundred  thousand  deaths  racier  than 
give  her  the  sl^test  offence. 

He  learned  from  her  the  precise  situation  of  Jiingle's  staUa^ 
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together  with  the  fact,  that  no  iroahle  was  taken  to  fasten 
her  in,  as  there  was  not  much  likelihood,  it  was  imagined,  that 
any  one  would  steal  a  mare  who  could  not  make  the  least 
morement  without  heing  heard,  and  whose  music  hecame 
much  louder  the  moment  she  was  out  of  the  stable.  This 
was  enough  for  him,  and  as  she  could  stay  no  longer,  they 
parted,  May-flower  fixing  her  eyes  upon  him  all  the  while 
she  could. 

As  soon  as  she  waa  out  of  sight,  he  earnestly  commended 
himself  to  his  good  fortune,  which  had  never  abandoned  him  ; 
to  his  ingenuity,  of  which  he  was  more  than  ever  in  need,  and 
to  all  the  strength  of  his  courage.  He  felt  that  he  was  in- 
spired by  something  more  than  adroitness  and  good  sense.  He 
fancied  that  it  was  by  his  new  flame ;  but  in  reality  it  was  quite 
another  thing.  Fully  determined,  however,  to  obey  every  new 
impulse  of  his  soul,  he  fell  to  cuffing  a  number  of  small  urchins 
who  had  brought  some  bird-lime  to  catch  the  poor  little  birds 
with ;  he  took  away  their  bird-lime,  lest  they  should  use  it 
again  when  his  back  was  turned  ;  and  when  night  came  on, 
he  bent  his  steps  towards  the  stable  of  Jingle,  carrying  with 
him  his  little  bag  of  salt,  and  the  bird-lune  which  he  had 
taken  from  the  little  boys.  A  notable  preparation  to  start 
with,  on  such  an  enterprise  as  he  was  bent  upon,  and  flne 
weapons  to  combat  the  power  of  a  sorceress,  whom  he  was 
going  to  rob  of  all  her  treasures ! 

A  melodious  sound  guided  him  directly  to  the  mare  Jingle  : 
he  reached  her  just  as  she  was  preparing  to  lie  down  for  the 
night.  She  was  the  handsomest,  the  gentlest,  and  the  most 
tractable  beast  in  the  world.  He  patted  her  gently  with  his 
hand,  giving  her  at  the  same  time  a  polite  greeting.  She  was 
so  touched  at  his  proceeding  that  she  would  have  laid  down 
her  life  for  him,  for  she  was  accustomed  to  see  no  one  but 
the  son  of  the  sorceress,  who  gave  her  provender,  and  who 
frequently  maltreated  her ;  besides  which  he  was  so  horribly 
ugly  that  she  would  often  have  preferred  going  without  food^ 
cs^iher'than  see  him. 

When  he  saw  her  so  well  disposed  towards  him,  he  filled 
all  the  little  bells  one  after  the  other  with  dungv  and  covered 
them  over  with  the  bird-lime,  which  he  had  brought  with  him, 
to»keep  liiem  securely  stopped.     As  soon  as  this  was  done. 
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Jingle  got  up  of  her  own  accord,  to  see  that  tbere  was  noUiing' 
more  about  her  that  could  make  a  noise. 

Pooh-pooh  repeated  his  caresses,  saddled  her,  fitted  on  her 
bridle,  and  leaving  her  in  the  stable,  proceeded  towards  the 
abode  of  Dentata.  As  soon  as  he  reached  it,  he  took  up  his 
post  on  the  roof  with  the  same  precaution  as  he  had  done  on 
the  previous  night.  He  had  all  along  been  puzzled  to  know, 
how  it  was  he  should  always  bave  the  bag  of  salt  in  his  hand, 
wherever  he  went,  but  now  he  soon  found  out  the  reason.  On 
looking  through  the  same  hole,  he  beheld  very  nearly  the 
same  spectacle  as  before,  with  the  exception  that  poor  May- 
flower appeared  even  more  wretched  ;  for,  the  first  time, 
she  had  only  been  washing  the  feet  of  Dentillo,  but  now 
the  little  monster,  after  offering  to  do  the  agreeable  to  her, 
on  the  strength  of  their  approaching  nuptials,  was  grunting 
and  grumbling  like  a  hog  at  the  repulse  his  familiarities  met 
with. 

The  sorceress  forced  her  to  sit  down  by  the  fire,  while 
Dentillo,  stretched  out  by  her  side,  laid  his  head  on  her  knees 
and  fell  asleep. 

The  wretched  May-flower  dared  not  express  all  the  horror 
he  inspired  in  her  ;  but  she  was  unable  to  restrain  her  tears, 
although  she  had  to  conceal  them  from  the  sorceress. 

Poop-pooh  was  deeply  moved  at  all  her  sorrows,  while 
Dentata,  still  intent  upon  the  manufacture  of  her  charms,  was 
scraping  up  the  bottom  of  the  cauldron  with  her  long  tooth. 
Prom  time  to  time  she  threw  in  some  fresh  ingredient,  repeat- 
ing the  same  incantation  as  on  the  previous  night.  Pooh-pooh, 
who  thought  he  might  as  well  furnish  his  something  to  the 
mess,  emptied  his  bag  of  salt  into  it,  through  the  opening  in 
the  roof.  The  addition  was  unperceived  by  the  sorceress  until 
she  came  to  taste  it  as  she  had  done  before.  Starting  with 
horror  and  surprise,  she  dipped  her  finger  in  once  more,  tasted 
it  again,  and  finding  that  the  charm  was  spoilt  by  an  in- 
gredient apparently  hostile  to  its  efficacy,  she  gave  a  yell  so 
horrible,  that  ten  thousand  screech-owls,  all  screaming  together, 
could  scarcely  have  equalled  it. 

The  sorceress  immediately  snatched  the  cauldron  off  the 
fire,  and  dealt  so  sound  a  box  on  the  ear  of  the  innocent 
May-flower,  that  she  was  nearly  felled  to  the  ground,  and 
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De^tiUo,  wakiDg  up;  lent  her  another  for  daring  to  disturb 

his  rest* 

When  Pooh-pooh  beheld  this,  it  was  as  though  he  had 
X^ceiyed  £ftj  boxes  on  his  own  ear,  and  had  as  many  daggers 
^rust  into  his  heart*  His  rago  got  the  better  of  his  prudence, 
And  he  was  about  to  avenge  her  at  the  cost  of  his  life,  when 
Dentata,  after  praising  her  son  for  his  magnanimous  resent- 
ment, ordered  him  to  fetch  some  water  from  the  rividet.  "Go, 
darling,"  said  she,  "and  that  nasty  wretch  shall  take  my  hat  to 
light  you.  I  should  have  sent  her  alone,  but  that  the  hat  has 
no  virtue  unless  it  be  worn  by  a  maid,  and  she  who  carries  it 
must  not  carry  anything  else  ;  go,  my  son,  take  the  pitcher, 
and  don*t  be  afraid  of  ghosts  ;  they  dare  not  approach  when 
4he  hat  is  shining  ;  go,  and  I  promise  you,  you  shall  marry  the 
minx,  iu  spite  of  her  airs,  directly  you  return.*' 

"With  all  my  heart,**  said  Pooh-pooh,  coming  down  from  the 
roof,  "provided  it  be  only  when  he  returns.'*  He  took  care 
not  to  say  this  very  loud  however.  As  soon  as  he  reached 
the  ground  he  posted  off  to  take  up  his  position  between  the 
house  and  the  rivulet.  Directly  he  had  done  so,  he  beheld  all 
the  neighbourhood  lit  up  as  though  it  was  broad  day.  The 
first  object  that  met  his  eyes  was  the  lovely  May-flower,  who 
appeared  to.  him  so  dazzling  with  beauty,  in  spite  of  the  lumi^- 
nous  hat,  that  it  seemed  as  though  its  light  was  borrowed  from 
her.  The  little  monster  who  accompanied  her  could  scarcely 
drag  himself  along,  under  the  weight  of  the  empty  pitcher ; 
and,  as  though  he  were  not  frightful  enough  with  his  horrible 
hump-back,  the  little  wretch  limped  like  a  lame  dog,  and  was 
80  stunted,  that  he  tried  in  vain  to  take  his  lovely  mistress  by 
the  arm  ;  do  all  he  would,  he  could  reach  no  higher  than  her 
pocket.  So,  clutching  tightly  hold  of  this,  he  hobbled  and 
scuttled  beside  her  the  best  way  he  could ;  and.  Heaven  knows, 
she  tried  hard  enough  to  get  rid  of  him,  taking  the  longest 
strides,  and  her  heart  beat  so  with  mingled  fear  and  hope,  that 
«he  was  ready  to  drop  by  the  time  she  had  reached  the  place 
where  Poop-pooh  was  waiting  for  her.  She  started  the  mo* 
znent  she  -saw  him,  and  direcUy  after,  blushed  and  then  turned 
pale.  I  know  not  whether  he  took  notice  of  her  agitation,  or^ 
if  he  did,  how  he  accounted  for  it ;  but  after  begging  her  not 
l^.be  alarmed,  he  seized  Dentillo,  muffled  his  head  up  in  a 
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liaiidkereliief,  aad  hoisting  faim  «pMi  liis  BluraHeTB,  as  «n» 
might  do  a  poodle,  gave  his  arm  to  May-flower,  and  ifiaA» 
straight  lor  the  stabK  with  all  die  haste  be  tyoM. 

Here  he  fbuMl  Jio^^  in  the  mum  iBtate  as  iiiienhe  left  her^ 
He  then  informed  May>Jower,  in  a  few  words,  of  his  4e8ig«L ; 
aad  80  lost  was  dbe  in  amazement,  that  she  e^^nified  her  asse&t 
witbont  hearing  a  word  ef  what  he  luid  saKL 

*<  I  am  «o  frightened,"  «he  eaid,  **  bat  my  fe«RS  are  ift» 
longer  for  myself  alone,  %nd  they  are  More  than  I  can  hear« 
You  ha^  done  abeady  so  mneh,  that  I  must  heliere  all  yon  tdfll 
me.  So,  let  us  fly  £ram  hence  with  al!  dilig^K>e,  since  flight 
alone  «an  fOkve  ns.  £«t  how  do  yon  mean  to  dispose  «f  Ihat 
htde  monster  ?  " 

^'  I  should  flay  him  alive,"  aud  he,  ^  as  n  retain  for  the 
fright  the  thoughts  of  heooming  his  wife  eansed  yon,  and  for  tfa^ 
hoac  on  the  ear  yon  reoetii^  ftam  him,  hnt  that  the  sorceress 
would  not  be  so  afflicted  at  soch  an  easy  death,  ae  she  will  he 
at  that  which  I  haii«  in  store  for  him,** 

The  kind-hearted  May-flower,  who  WKNild  hear  i^no«nie9tieSy 
save  those  oi  hard4ieaiitod  heauticB  towards  their  nghing  kyvtesrs^ 
was  about  to  heg  that  mercy  might  be  shown  the  little  wretch. 

**  Ko,"  4»akl  Pooh-pooh,  ''  don't  he  alarmed.  He  shall  get 
no  oth«  harm  than  being  quite  at  his  ease,  while  we  are  exposed 
to  £atigne.  May  I  request,  indeed,  that  you  will  grant  him 
some  sUght  mark  of  your  favoor,  as  a  tender  memforral  of  yon, 
now  Ihat  he  has  lost  all  h<^  of  obtaining  yo«r  hand  Penait 
him  to  wear  yonr  headdress,  for  infftanoe,  uastil  he  shaU  ha^e 
the  honour  «f  seeing  yon  again." 

May-flower  was  »tm  loss  to  discord  his  meaning,  but  ^^longht 
the  time  was  mther  iU-ehosen  for  jetfting.  As  for  DeMilio,  he 
appeared  evien  uglier  than  before  aocontred  in  his  new  head* 
dress.  He  had  heard  himself  threatened  with  being  flayed 
nMre,  and  when  he  found  that  it  all  ended  in  his  weerii^  hia 
mistress^fl  head-dress,  he  looked  i^on  himself  as  sa^v^d*  BfA 
Pooh-pooh  set  to  woork,  Idndiag  him  hands  and  feet,  and  stufiing 
enough  hay  into  his  mou(ih  to  prevent  his  erying  e«rt,  •C9v«red 
his  wh<^  hody  with  it,  so  Ihat  nothing  more  <kF  him  «ould  he 
seen  than  Ihfe  hack  <  of  his  head,  whidi,  ornamented  ns  it  w«s» 
made  a  very  decent  I4)penranee. 

This  littiie  ceremony  oygt^  he  patted  Jingle  en  liitt  hadk^ 
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jlifeCMXiited  lier,  aeftted  Msy-dlaanvr  hi  ifroift  of  Inm,  mode  a  ^teaft, 
-md  turned  Ids  baek  an  the  ^palace  4if  ttlie  ^BoreiireBs.  Thon^ 
Jingle  was  as  swift  as  the'iwiiid,  iier^Moefl  wexte^aB  ^entl^  «b  ^jse 
m&tsmi'^  -a  l^o&t,  -aaid  Poeh-fw^  thnnrii^  tbe  'bridle  over  her 
jseek,  iwttled  himself  of  all  her  speed  for  the  spaoe  -of  an  hour; 
at  the  end  of  which,  judging  thej  had  tri^cjlled  aboift  fifty 
leagues,  he  theii^  they  had  gone  iferJ9noi^h  to  allowUhezuare 
io  take  a  little  ibreath. 

.Se  had  indeed  reason  to  he  happy,  after  hnnging  to  on  end 
80  tecrrihile  an  adyeiiture,  and  delrmnig  from  all  her  wretchedness 
<me  whom  he  was  heghming  to  love.  (El«BCQed'*&om  a^  arppre- 
henaions,  he  now  breamed  freelby,  whileitithout  demtger  of  gimg 
offence  he  held  the  object  of  his  loTe  claiBped  in  his  aims. 
Happy  mtnation  for  «.  man  who  had  <commenced  an  enterprise, 
urged  on  only  by  glory,  to  have  completed  it  thns  imder  the 
ge^^tle  guidance  of  love !  His  only  fear  now  was  tha/t  he  might 
fail  to  ^ase  his  mistress ;  for  he  was  too  well  acquainted  with 
the  extent  of  his  own  merits  to  flatter  himself  with  the  hope 
that  he  could  win  her  by  his  personal  attractions ;  and  he  was 
quite  alive  to  the  fact,  that  except  his  wit  and  the  ardour  of  his 
affection,  he  had  little  else  to  reconmoend  him.  Every  time 
that  he  looked  at  May-flower  he  feh  his  pasnon  for  her  increase, 
nor  was  he  likely  to  dhmnidi  it  by  enciroting  the  beauty  with 
his  arms,  albeit  never  so  respeotfcdly. 

^*.Fair  May-flower, ' '  said  he,  perceiving  ^t  she  trembled  stiH, 
*'  you  have  nothii^  more  to  fear  from  the  tyranny  of  Bentata, 
nor  do  I  conceive  that  you  h»ve  any  cauBe  to  be  apprehensive  by 
the  side  of  one  whose  sentiments  towards  you  ore  animated  with 
the  strictest  sense  ef  propriety,  I  am  fully  fiensible  ctf  your 
merits,  for  I  dare  assert  that  no  one  brearthing  is  better  able  to 
judge  of  them,  but  I  dare  not  say  that  libey  have  fomad  thenr 
way  to  the  very  bottom  of  my  heart,  ailthough  tt  wodd  indeed 
be  extraordinary  were  it  •otherwise  than  so.  I  have  been  obliged 
to  leave  my  own  oomrfciy  for  reasons  of  a  peculiar  natm-e,  and 
when  I  4[«iitted  it  I  had  no  flxed  object  'or  dee%n  in  view; 
I  started  in  the.  world  without  very  well  knowing  Of  what  I  was 
in  search;  but  (aow  I  feel  but  too  well  assured  that  it  was 
yourself ;  may  I  request  ihaA,  ycu  w^  kixidly  listen  to  the  tkle 
Ihavetotelll" 

May-flower,  at « ion  how  to  answer  so  many  things  at  onoe^ 
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gently  reclined  her  bead  against  him  as  though  to  rest  herself. 
Well  pleased  with  this  mode  of  replying,  and  without  waiting 
for  any  other,  he  commenced  as  follows : 

''  I  am  the  son  of  a  petty  prince  whose  territories  are  rather 
of  the  smallest ;  but,  on  the  other  hand,  his  subjects  are  richy 
contented  and  faithful. 

"  I  had  a  brother,  (Heayen  knows  what  has  become  of  him,} 
but  we  were  not  more  than  six  years  old,  when  my  father  took 
us  a^de,  and  addressing  us  as  though  we  had  had  our  reason  : 
'  My  children,'  said  he,  '  as  you  are  twins,  the  right  of  primo- 
geniture cannot  decide  the  point  as  to  which  of  you  is  to  succeed 
me.  My  territories,  however,  are  too  small  to  admit  of  being 
divided;  one  of  you,  therefore,  must  give  up  his  pretensions  in 
favour  of  the  other,  and  in  order  that  he  who  shall  yield  to  the 
other  may  not  repent  his  resolution,  I  have  two  gifts  to  grant 
you,  the  least  of  which  may  make  your  fortune  in  another 
place.  These  gifts  are  wit  and  beauty;  but,  as  they  cannot  go 
together,  let  each  choose  that  which  he  likes  the  best. ' 

"  We  answered  both  together ;  I  asked  for  wit  and  my  brother 
for  beauty. 

**  My  father  embraced  us  and  said,  that  in  the  course  of  time 
each  should  have  what  he  had  chosen.  My  brother  s  name  was 
Phoenix,  mine  Bulfinch  ;  and  if  we  had  had  other  brothers,  I 
doubt  not  but  they  would  have  been  called,  one  Blackbird,  the 
other  Starling,  Nightingale,  Canary,  and  so  on  ;  for  one  of  the 
weaknesses  of  the  good  prince  was  a  mania  for  birds ;  the  other 
was  insisting  that  his  children  should  speak  of  him  as  '*  My  Lord 
father."  This  he  could  never  obtain  from  me;  but  Phoenix 
gave  him  more  than  he  bargained  for.  This  was  the  reason, 
perhaps,  that  his  wish  was  fulfilled  more  exactly  than  mine,  for, 
at  the  age  of  eighteen,  nothing  more  perfectly  beautiful  than 
he  was  had  ever  been  seen  in  our  sex.  In  my  case,  however, 
although  I  was  paid  many  compliments  on  my  pretty  wit,  I 
held  it  to  be  no  more  than  is  said  of  every  child  that  comes  into 
the  world,  when  fathers  and  mothers  go  about  importuning 
every  one  they  meet,  with  repeating  the  sharp  replies  of  their 
offspring ;  and  I  gave  myself  credit  for  no  more  wit  than  just 
enough  to  discover  that  I  had  none  at  all. 

"  Although  our  inclinations  were  vastly  different,  never  was 
ynion  so  peifect  as  that  of  my  brother  with  myself.    I  employed 
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my  time  reading  every  book  I  could  lay  hands  on,  good  or  bad; 
and,  as  I  soon  learned  to  distinguish  the  latter  from  the  former, 
I  was  reduced  to  so  small  a  number,  that  I  was  near  lamenting 
the  niceness  of  my  taste,  by  which  my  reading  was  so  consi- 
derably curtailed  in  its  extent.  Phoenix,  on  the  other  handy 
had  no  thought  for  anything  but  how  he  should  adorn  his  person 
so  as  to  produce  the  most  dazzling  effect. 

**  My  father  at  last  died,  and  appeared  as  happy  as  a  man  can 
be  who  is  breathing  his  last,  that  he  was  leaving  us  in  such 
perfect  agreement.  No  sooner  was  he  laid  in  the  earth,  than, 
for  the  first  time,  we  began  to  be  of  different  minds,  and  to 
show  a  disposition  to  controversy ;  but  the  subject  of  our  dispute, 
which  was  a  very  obstinate  one,  was,  which  of  us  should  suffer 
the  other  to  give  up  his  rights.  Phoenix  insisted,  till  he  was 
black  in  the  face,  that  I,  being  better  able  to  govern,  was  most 
deserving  of  the  succession ;  while  he,  with  his  person  and  ap- 
pearance, thank  Heaven,  wherever  he  might  be,  could  never 
want  for  anything.  In  vain  did  I  furnish  no  less  cogent  reasons 
why  he  should  take  possession  of  our  little  principality;  I  could 
make  no  impression  upon  him.  At  last,  after  a  long  debate, 
we  both  agreed  that  we  should  set  out  the  same  day,  and  each 
on  his  side  seek  his  fortune,  on  condition  that  whichever  of  us 
first  succeeded  in  establishing  himself,  should  endeavour  to  in- 
form the  other,  that  he  might  return  and  take  possession  of  our 
common  inheritance.  We  left  the  country  to  be  governed  in 
our  absence  by  faithful  ministers,  and  Phoenix  having  taken 
the  field  with  all  his  charms,  I,  on  my  side,  set  out  with  what 
little  good  sense  had  fallen  to  my  share. 

*  *  We  started,  each  taking  a  different  road.  The  first  adventure 
which  befel  me  on  that  which  I  had  taken,  is  sufficiently  remark- 
able, although  it  was  not  one  of  the  perilous  and  startling  kind 
which  abound  in  the  history  of  heroes.  I  had  travelled  through  a 
great  number  of  provinces  without  encountering  anything  upon 
which  I  could  establish  the  hope  of  raising  myself  to  fortune,  I 
did  not  fail  to  instruct  myself,  wherever  I  discovered  anything 
worthy  of  my  attention  ;  I  learned  secrets  of  every  description  ; 
and  remarked  aU  that  was  worthy  of  observation  in  each  country, 
but  nothing  of  all  this  could  satisfy  my  curiosity. 

**  Arriving  at  last  in  the  kingdom  of  Circassia,  celebrated  for 
the  beauty  of  its  inhabitants,  I  was  not  a  little  astonished  to 
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ind  that  I  hfid  travdyied  from  one  end  of  it  to  the  other^  wiiihout 
aeetiBg  one  beanlj  suffcieDtly-  Btrikiag'  to  excite  even  the 
comaMiiest  adminvtion.  I.  aasigned  the  eause  of  due  to  the 
ehai^e  which  had  recentlj  takea  place  ki  the  gov^mouAt  of 
the  kiDipdoiii  ;  and  I  conjectured  that  the  difitnffbances  arisidig 
tihareupOB,  had  dkpesaed  aU  the*  beauties ;,  wba^  &om  what  I 
had  heard  of  their  ahvadanee^.  I  imagiiied  wx)iihi  arreat  me  at 
•rorjr  step. 

^1  was  walkii^  one  daj  beude  a  sttream  whoek  flowed  along 
the  skirts  of  a  ^aut  plain.  Beyond  the  strendBr  stood  a  house 
«C  ai  sufficientlj  stately  appearance..  I  was^  seized  wkdi  a 
cnriesity  to  ezamine  k  mere  elose^ ;  and  oa  veachang  it  I 
beheM  a  mann>nv  tibe  ezteiior  o£  whieb  led  me  to  brieve  that 
it  was  the  residence  of  some  prinee>.  The-  inteador,  however, 
presented  bat  a  sombre  appearanc®-,  audi  the  inhabitanta  seemed 
gloomy  and  sad  ;:  neverthefess^  I  beheld  DMre  beauties,  there 
tiian  in  all  ihB  letA  of  Oircaasia^  but  never  had  I  see^  any  ao 
wild  and  timid.  Those  who  pespedlved  me  at  a  distance,,  fled 
at  my  approach,  acd  those  who  were  unable  to-  anoid  me^ 
instead  of  replying  to  the.  civiUties,  with  which  I  addressed 
them,  dad  not  eren  turn  their  heads,  towards  me-.  Here,  said 
I,  are  figures  wanting  only  c^eech  to  presCTl  a  moat  natural 
resemblance  to  beautdfiil  w^men.  I.  passed  through,  I  cannot 
tell  hew  many  galleries^  witiiout  meeting'  in  the  whole  of  thia 
vast  mansion  one  being  whose  appearance  did  not  betray  aa 
much  glooffii  as.  it  inspired  ;  when  I  wae  suddenly  startled  by 
the  BOiind  of  loud  bursts  of  laughter  proceeding  from  aa  a^art* 
ment  separated  from  the  galleries..  I  was  pleased  to  And  that 
aU  in  the  place  did  n.ot  participate  in.  the  sadness  w^th  which 
it  was  b^ictning  to  oppress  me.  On  entermg  the  apaiEtmA&ts» 
I  found  in  the  room  front  which  the  laughter  had  proceeded, 
four  magpies  seated  round  a  table^  playing'  at  c^ds«  Far 
firesB  being*  startled  by  my  appearance,  they  addressed  ai  few 
civilities  to  me,  and  went  on  witk  their  gpjsae ;:  of  which  I,  who 
know  every  game  in  the  universe,  could  make  ZBeither  head  nor 
taiL  An  old  crow  of  comedy  aj^eaorance-  aatt  by,  maJdng  knots 
and  looking  at  the.  gMiie. 

'*  I  confess  I.^iras  surprised  eneugh  a^.  so  strange  and  novel  a 
iqpedtaefe,  and  was  at  a  li^ss  ta  understand  the  meaning  of  this 
encfaastmen^     Thaj  aknffled,  cut^  and.  dieali  as;  though  they 
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hftd  nerer  dene  aajtluBg'  else  aE  t&^  lim.  While  mj 
atteniioB  was  fixed  on  their  proeeedings  one  of  the  magpies^ 
who  had  Veen  soitnig  her  eavds  a  kn^  time,  threw  them  aU  down 
IB  a  transport  <^  delight,  and  scveamed  oiiit  Foob-ikoah  i  with 
aB  its  might. 

*'-  The  rest  answered  in  the  same  waj,  and  eyen  the  crow,.  whA 
1^8  o«tt  el  tiie  game,  eried  Poehhpoeh  I  This,  was  the  sigaal 
feat  fresh  hursts  of  laughter,  so  toud  and  piercxng,  tihat  it  waji 
impossihle  iJ>  endvre  it. 

''  I  left  the  apartm^it  c^  the  magpies  of  the  ^Iookkij  palaeeii. 
and  three  dajs  after  fitted  the  kingdom.  It  was  ahout  that 
tmi«  that  the  report  hegan  to  travel  of  the  Princess  Radiant  *a 
heantj  ;  and  so  marrelloiis  were  the  things  related  of  it,  that  i 
refused  to  helieye  them.  Regardless  of  the  danger  to  which, 
I  was  tc4d,  I  E^HMild  he  exposed  hj  looking  at  her,  I  was 
resdred  to  ascertain,  with  mj  own  eyes,  whether  all  that  was 
said  of  her  was  indeed  trite. 

**  The  happj  kingdom  of  Circas^a  had  long  inspired  me  with 
the  desire  of  vieitiDg  it,  from  the  reports  I  had  heard  concerning' 
its  heautj.  The  desire  of  changing  my  name,  seized  me  on  a 
sudden  ;  I  knew  not  whether  I  was  led  to  do  so  hj  the  common 
practice  of  adTenturers  in  adc^ing  some  disguise,  or  whether 
the  name  of  Bulfinch  had  not,  in  mj  opinion,  a  smffieientlj 
imposing  so«md,  for  one  who  was  de^roos.  that  his  name 
should  reach  the  ears  of  the  greatest  heauty  in  the  world.  It 
matters  not  why,  hnt  change  it  I  c^  ;  and  my  head  heing^  stiU 
full  of  the  adyenture  of  the  mag|ites,  I  adopted  the  name 
of  Pooh-pooh."  '"^  Pooh-pooh?"  said  May-iower,  "The  same," 
continued  he  ;  "and  the  meet  Bxngniar  thii^  ahoni  it^  is  that 
it  seeme  impossihie  for  any  one  to  hear  it  without  immediately 
feeliDg  a  desire  to  repeat  it,  as  yon  haye  just  done." 

"  At  the  entrance  of  the  kingdocn  of  Cireaasia,  hy  the  road 
which  I  had  taken,  the  learned  and  accomplished  Serena  has 
estahlished  her  enchanted  dwelling.  The  desire  of  hecomis^ 
acquainted  with  a  person  whose  command  oyer  supernatm-al 
powers,  acquired  hy  long  and  de^  stndy,  had  rendered  her 
the  most  Ulnstrions  of  mortals,  had  had  as>  much  to  do  m 
iaducing  me  to  visit  Circasina,  as  all  the  wonders  I  had 
heard  concerning  the  heauty  of  Radiant ;  hut  the  extreme 
difficulty  of  reaching  her  had  almost  orereomo  my  curiomtj. 
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Of  the  thonsancU  who  had  entertained  the  same  desire,  only 
a  yery  few  had  met  with  success.  The  situation  of  her  phice. 
of  ahode  could  only  he  roughly  indicated  ;  and  it  was  in  vain 
that  any  attempt  was  made  to  reach  it.  Unless  favoured 
especially  hy  fortune,  or  rather  hy  the  consent  of  the  en< 
ehantress  herself,  it  was  impossible  for  any  one  to  find  it. 
I  was  lucky  enough  to  be  admitted  into  her  presence,  and 
from  what  I  could  gather,  I  had  only  deserved  this  favour 
by  the  extreme  desire  which  had  inflamed  me,  of  paying  my 
respects  to  a  genius  so  far  removed  above  all  others. 

'*  I  shall  not  weary  you  with  a  minute  description  of  an^ 
abode,  the  beauties  of  which  are  almost  beyond  imagina- 
tion. All  I  shall  say  of  it  is  that  that  particular  place 
is  to  all  Cashmere,  what  the  delightful  kingdom  of  Cash- 
mere is  to  the  rest  of  the  world.  The  short  time  I  was 
permitted  to  remain  in  her  society,  was,  undoubtedly,  o{ 
much  more  value  to  me  than  the  gift  of  wit,  which  my  father 
imagined  he  had  bequeathed  me.  I  was  led  to  believe  that 
the  admiration  and  respect  which  I  had  shown  towards  her, 
had  gained  me  her  protection  ;  on  my  taking  leave  of  her, 
indeed,  she  gave  me  every  hope  of  it,  and  I  departed  with 
the  firm  resolution  to  show  myself  as  deserving  of  her  favour 
as  possible. 

*<0n  arriving  where  the  Caliph  held  his  court,  I  was  careful  not 
to  show  myself.  I  soon  discovered  of  what  stuff  the  genius, 
of  the  good  caHph  was  made,  and  I  became  fusquainted  with 
the  character  of  his  prime  minister.  As  he  had  not  the 
capabilities  which  those  who  govern  usually  have,  or  ought 
to  have,  neither  had  he  their  presumption,  and  much  less  their 
abrupt  manners.  He  was  the  most  affable  minister  that  ever 
existed.  His  wife,  though  less  simple-minded,  was  even 
more  gracious  and  condescending.  I  entered  her  service  in 
the  character  of  equerry,  and  soon  perceived  that  my  lady 
did  not  look  on  me  with  any  aversion. 

*'  What  kind  of  beauty  was  she  ?  "  asked  May-flower. 

*'  Of  the  kind  which  those  who  have  it,  choose  to  make 
it,"  replied  Pooh-pooh,  and  continued  as  follows: — "As  the 
judgment  of  the  seneschal,  her  husband,  was  not  the  most 
refined,  I  was  at  no  great  pains  to  give  him  a  high  notion 
of  my  abilities,  and  this  led  to  my  being  employed  to  see^ 
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a  remedy  for  the  misfortanes  whicli  were  daily  caiised  by  the. 
^yes  of  the  fair  Princess.'' 

Pooh-pooh  then  I'elated  how  he  had  contrived  to  take  her 
likeness. 

You  looked  at  her  very  often,  then  ?  "  said  May-flower. 
Yes/'  replied  he,  "just  as  long  and  as  often  as  I  liked* 
and  that  without  the  slightest  danger,  as.  I  have  just  told  you.'* 

"  Did  you  find  her  so  wonderfully  beautiful  as  she  was 
:f*eported  ?  "  continued  May-flower. 

"Aye,  and  a  thousand  times  more  beautiful,"  was  the  reply« 

"  It  were  indeed  needless  to  ask,  if  you  did  not  imme- 
diately fall  desperately  in  love  with  her ;  but  tell  me  the 
truth." 

Pooh-pooh  concealed  nothing  of  what  had  passed  between 
him  and  the  Princess,  not  even  the  promise  she  had  made  to 
marry  him,  if  he  should  succeed  in  his  enterprise. 

May-flower  no  sooner  heard  this,  than  she  put  aside  his  hands,, 
with  which  he  held  her  embraced,  and  drew  herself  up,  instead 
of  leaning  upon  him,  as  she  had  done  before.  Pooh-pooh 
thought  he  could  understand  what  this  implied,  and  pursued 
his  tale  as  though  nothii^  had  occurred.  ''  I  know  not," 
said  he,  ''  under  what  fortunate  influence  the  first  inclinationa 
of  the  Princess  were  disposed  in  my  favour,  but  I  was  well 
assured  that  I  had  deserved  no  such  distinction,  either  by  my 
good  looks,  or,  still  less,  by  the  sentiments  which  possessed 
my  heart ;  for  I  have  since  discovered,  but  too  plainly,  that 
the  love  with  which  I  imagined  myself  inspired  for  her,  was, 
at  the  utmost,  noi^hing  more  than  simple  admiration  of  her 
beauty.  When  I  was  separated  from  her,  the  image  she  had 
left  in  my  mind  grew  every  instant  fainter  and  fainter,  and 
from  the  moment  I  beheld  you,  I  ceased  entirely  to  think 
of  her." 

He  was  silent,  and  the  lovely  May-flower,  without  uttering  a 
word,  gently  fell  back  into  her  former  position,  and  laid  hex: 
bands  upon  his,  with  which  he  once  more  encircled  her. 

So  far  had  they  got,  when  the  day  began  to  dawn>  and 
Pooh-pooh  having  relieved  May-flower  of  the  luminous  hat,  which 
she  had  never  ceased  wearing  while  it  continued  dark,  thej 
were  now  guided  only  by  the  feeble  light  of  the  approaching 
day.     Revived  by  the  freshness  of  the  morning,  the  flowers 
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faised  tfieir  droeping  kea^ ;  wai  tke  preeiow  t«arB  y6  slied^ 
bathed  the  meadows  with  moisture,  and  beat  dewH  lAie  daal^ 
upon  tiie  parcked  voads. 

But  just  as  the  beauteous  harbinger  of  day  was  thfowiag 
open  tke  gatea  of  t&»  asst  U>  the  hon9»  el  tlie  tmu,  Tmgle 
began  1K>  neigk.  Maj-ftower  started  with  alarm,  and,  tiemb&g 
frMi  kead  to  foot,  exdaisMd,  we  are  lost,  the  aoreeresa 
pnnneB  ua. 

Pooh-pooh  turned  round  and  bekeid  ike  terrible  Dentaiia 
■tewated  on  a  fiery  uaieoni,  aad  leading  a  brace  of  tiger8>  the 
fliMllest  ef  ^^ueh  stood  much  bigker  tk«a  Jisgle^ 

Pook-peoh  sevght  to  di88^>at&  the  fears  of  May-iower,  by  teliln^ 
her  that  the  mare  would  go  so  fast,  they  should  soon  lose  sight 
ef  the  soFeeress  and  ha  equipage,  and  tkoreupon  prepared  to 
pask  (m  at  foil  gaUop  ;  but  Jingle  suddenly  stopped  skort.  In 
vain  did  he  press  her  Mde»  witk  his  keek,  and  use  erezj 
endeaTour  to  urge  her  Ibrward  r  ske  remained  immoreable. 

May-flower,  seeing  Ae  sorceress  within  fifty  stepa  ef  them, 
began  to  faint  away.  Pook-peeh  protested  in  vam^  that  iso  long- 
aa  a  drop  of  bkod  was  im  his  veins  ske  should  nerer  fall  into 
her  elutekes  nor  tkoae  of  ker  txgeirs :  she  was  not  to  be 
recorered  by  any  suck  means, 

Dentata  continued  to  approach,  and  Poek^ook,  at  kis  ivdts* 
end  what  to  do  next,  bethought  kim  to  try  wkat  g^itle  meane 
no^kt  do^  and  smoothing  tke  mare  down  wi^'  hu  hand — 

•«  What  I  my  pretty  Jingle  !  "  said  ko,  /^  wouldst  thou  yield 
tky  fair  mistresa  into  the  kanda  of  that  frigktfbl  M  witek  wko 
is  pursuing  ker  ?  Wert  tkou  so  gracious,  at  first,  only  to  betray 
vain  Ike  end?'' 

But  for  all  tins  appeal  to  ker  better  iee]ing8>  net  a  peg  £<cl 
ske  stir  ;  and  tke  sorceress  was  now  witkin  twenty  stepo  of 
them,  when  Jingle  twitched  her  left  ear  thrice.  In  a  moment 
he  kad  tknast  kk  finger  into  it,  and  findkig  a  snail  pebble 
ti^e,  he  tkrew  it  over  kis  left  skoulder.  At  tke  sane  inatant 
a  wall  sprang  up  from  tke  ground,  wkick  separated  tkem  froea 
tke  sorewese.  it  was  net  nore  than  sixty  feet  kigk  ;  bnt  it 
was  so  long,  l^bait  tkere  waa  no  seeing  wkeie  it  began  or  wkere 
it  left  off. 

May-ilower  Westhed  agiun,  Pook^iook  thanked  Ida  stars,  and 
^glo  wa»  off  Kke  a  flask  of  l%ktaaig. 
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Thej  kad  $lntd.j  k»t  siglkt  oi  tiM  new-made  walJv  aad 
Pooh-pooh,  conBiderisg  May-flower  to  be  now  ooife  of  all  danger^ 
was  about  to  adibesB  ker  with  Mm&  tender,  ani  pevkapa  not 
melegaBt  speecky.  whea  Jingle,,  in  the  mid  at  of  her  rapid 
lights  soddenl^r  Biade  a  deaii  kalt.  Foc^pook  turned  hi« 
]kead,.  and  bekeld  tke*  eternal  Demkata  cnee.  more  in  hot  pursuit 
^tfaem* 

'*  Wkaii !  "  ke  cmd,  *^m  tiMr»  n^  wall  can  stand  against 
tills  M  witeky  wk^  ker  untcom,  her  tigers,  her  iMg  teoth,  and 
kerdreadfol  gnffin?  " 

While  he  was  making  these  reflections,  all  May-flower's 
apprekensiottft  retomed  to  her  witk  renewed  yielenee,  wkile-  the 
mare,  nior»  restbe  than  beflbre,  seemed  nailed  to  the  eartk. 
Not  n  wMt  discouraged,  Fook-pook  feM  ta  hftrangue  Jingle 
with  even  more-,  tonshing  doqnence  than  en  ^e  prerioin 
oeeasion. 

''Alas !  "  h»  said,  ^'virtnous  Jinglev  too  dearly  do  I  per« 
ottTe  that  the  sorceress  kas  east  a  spell  upon  you,  and  that 
when  yon  are  in  her  sight  she  is  able  to  deprive  you  of  all 
power  of  motion^  If  it  were  not  so,  knowing  what  a  gen^oua 
heart  is  yours,  I  am  assured  that  you  would  rather  perish  than 
fisil  ta  save  your  yooi^  mistress,  t^o  lo^y  May-flower ;  but  as 
your  apparent  dbjection  inferms  me  that  you  can  no  longer  be 
of  any  assistance,  to  ub>  let  me  beg*  coe  faTomr  of  you^  wkleh  is, 
tkat  yon  will  sare  tke  chflorming^  May-flower.  As  soon  as  I  am 
dismounted  I  wild  adyaneeto  meet  the  soveeresa  and  ker  tigers  ; 
fortune  may  pei^aps  faYOor  my  danng.  Whiibe  I>e3il;ata''s  eyes' 
are  turned  upon  me,  de  you  i^  at  your  utmost  speed  with  my^ 
beloved  May-flewer^  Fareweli !  kooest  Jiagl^ ;  save  your 
gentle  mistresa>— desert  her  not,  I  conjure  yotn  ^  and  if  was 
noTor  meet:  agaht,  kid  her  sometimes  lemeDKber  one,  ishaa 
whom  no  being  in  the  world  loved  kev  more  dearly^" 

At  the  eondusicob  of  tbi»  speedi  he  was  about,  to  alight ;  but 
May-flxmer,  pressmg  his  hand  te  ker,  sought  ta  detain  kim«. 
As  lor  poOT  Jingle,  A»  was,  so  alfeeted  that  a^e  fell  a-crying 
like,  oaa  that  kaa  Ibst  ker  wita ;  ker  sobfr  were  so  piteens,  that 
they  were  enough  ta  melt  tiie  hardest  rodcs,  and  kkg  tear-dropa 
the  size  of  a  wahnit  rolled  ^om  ker  beautiful  eyes  to  the 
ground.  But,  while  all  this  ueefesa  lamentation  was  going  on, 
fkfit  soreerefle  was.  gaining  more  and  more  upon  them.     At  Uiis 
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juncture  were  thej,  when  Jingle  twitched  her  right  ear  thrice, 
imd  thrice  again. 

This  time  all  that  Pooh-pooh  found  in  it  was  a  drop  of  water 
hanging  to  his  finger's  end,  which  he  threw  over  his  right 
shoulder.  No  sooner  had  the  drop  of  water  reached  the  ground 
than  it  became  a  river^  and  presently  grew  to  such  a  size,  that. 
it  looked  like  an  arm  of  the  sea.  Its  waters  were  more  impe*. 
tttous  than  a  torrent,  and  turned  their  course  in  a  direction-  to 
meet  Dentata,  hut  with  such  overwhelming  rapidity,  that  she 
and  her  unicorn  and  her  tigers  were  well  nigh  all  carried  off  in. 
the  stream. 

It  was  capital  sport  to  May-flower  and  Pooh-pooh  watching 
how  the  water  rushed  along,  pursuing  her  faster  and  faster  as 
she  pressed  her  unicorn  forward  to  avoid  it.  As  soon  as  she 
was  out  of  sight,  Jingle  expressed  her  joy  with  a  bound  that 
had  nearly  thrown  May-flower  from  her  seat.  Whereupon 
Pooh-pooh  pressed  her  still  more  tightly  to  him,  under 
pretext  of  giving  her  additional  support ;  for,  though  he  had 
been  no  better  prepared  than  she  for  this  sudden  transport,, 
being  a  good  horseman,  his  seat  had  been  but  little  disturbed 
by  it. 

They  were  now  for  the  second  time  rescued  from  the  terrors 
of  the  accursed  Dentata.  Pooh-pooh  was  in  hopes  that  this 
was  the  last  alarm  she  would  cause  them ;  and  Jingle,  who 
seemed  to  participate  in  the  tranquillity  to  which  all  their  pre- 
vious anxieties  had  given  place,  bounded  onward  with  incon- 
ceivable lightness.  Pooh-pooh,  seeing  that  she  was  galloping 
on  unconcernedly  enough,  bethought  him,  after  some  time,  that 
it  might  be  as  well  to  stop  her,  and  communicate  his  intentions, 
as .  he  was  uncertain  whether  or  not  the  road  she  was  taking 
would  lead  them  where  he  wished  to  arrive.  Accordingly, 
dropping  the  bridle  upon  her  neck — 

"  Jingle,"  said  he,  **  not  but  I  know  that  with  you  we  can 
never  lose  our  way — I  think  it  prudent,  however,  to  inform  you 
that  we  wish  to  go  to  the  kingdom  of  Cashmere,  It  is  bounded 
on  one  side  by  mountains  and  precipices  ;  on  that  side  is  situated 
Serena's  dwelling  ;  lead  us  thither  by  that  route,  I  pray  you.** 

**  And  why  would  you  go  to  Cashmere  ?  *'  said  May-flower; 
'♦  is  it  not  the  country  of  Radiant  ?  " 

"  It  is  the  country  of  her  father,"  replied  Pooh-pooh;  **  and 
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it  is  to  her  father  that  I  promised  to  *  bring  the  spoils  of 
Dentata,  such  as  Serena  demanded  them  of  him." 

•*  What !  '*  she  rejoined,  somewhat  agitated ;  "  and  did  you 
not  tell  me,  that  although  you  had  undertaken  this  dangerous 
enterprise  for  the  sake  of  Radiant,  your  only  thought  in  bring- 
ing it  to  an  end  had  been  the  pleasure  of  accomplishing  my 
deliverance?  How  weak  of  me,"  she  continued,  "to  flatter 
myself  one  moment  with  the  thought,  that  it  was  possible  to 
forget  the  loyeliest  beauty  in  the  world  for  such  a  creature  as 
May-flower  !  Why  did  you  say  that  which  in  your  heart  you 
did  not  think?  Ah,  Pooh-pooh  !  *'  she  exclaimed,  with  tears 
in  her  eyes,  "  too  plainly  do  I  perceive  that  your  only  anxiety 
is  to  appear  before  those  lovely  eyes  whose  charms  still  hold 
you  in  their  power,  laden  with  the  spoils  which  you  had  pro- 
mised to  lay  at  her  feet,  and  leading  poor  May-flower  in 
triumph  to  her  throne.  If  you  had  not  deceived  me,  you 
would  not  now  seek  to  return  to  her  ;  having  found  that  which 
you  seemed  so  fearful  of  losing,  what  should  prevent  you  from 
taking  me  back  to  your  own  country  ?  Why  do  you  make  mo 
feel  that  there  are  sufferings  greater  even  than  those  from 
which  you  have  delivered  me?  Had  you  not  flattered  me 
with  vain  hopes,  my  heart,  a  stranger  still  to  emotion,  would 
not  teach  me  to  dread  being  sacrificed  to  Radiant  as  the 
greatest  of  all  afflictions.  Alas !  she  will  love  you  too  well 
without  this  new  proof  of  your  devotion." 

Pooh-pooh  was  in  despair  at  her  affliction,  and  yet  her  fears 
conveyed  a  secret  pleasure  to  his  soul.  Seeing  that  she  still 
continued  to  weep : 

*  "  No,  charming  May-flower,"  said  he,  with  transport,  **  I  did 
not  deceive  you  when  I  said  that  it  was  for  you  alone  I  exposed 
my  life,  and  that  you  would  see  me  perish  at  your  feet  ere  I 
entertained  the  thought  of  sacrificing  you  to  Radiant.  The 
first  moment  I  beheld  you  banished  her  from  my  heart,  and 
every  succeeding  one  has  only  established  you  more  firmly  in 
her  place;  Your  words,  so  expressive  of  the  delicacy  and 
sincerity  of  your  sentiments,  have  penetrated  to  the  inmost 
recesses  of  my  heart.  A  moment  since  I  would  have  died  to 
save  you  ;  how  then  should  I  now  desire  to  live  for  another  ? 
'Banil»h  from  your  mind  all  fears  as  to  my  intentions,  and  allow 
me  to  prove  myself  a  man  of  my  word,  which,  if  I  were  not^ 
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I  BhonldbeimirwiiijtifyQiarioiw.  Kaim'liistwaeaii^nlj  Ve 
secure  while  in  the  temfany  of  Oftshmerey  and  Im  sure  thirit; 
•hodUL  tbe  point  «f8r  be  mrootod,  it  n  B»dnait  wIm  will  be 
wci  ificcid  to  May-Acywer,  mt  tiie  peril  of  a  tiieiuaiiA  Ims."' 

We  mre  soon  penn»de4  hj  liioee  we  lo^e,  sad  giro  owy 
leredii  to  tfant  wiioh  w«  desire.     Pooh-pooh  liad  topcned  its 
heart  with  toe  natsral  and  fiincere  a  ToadineBS  to  lea're  aaj 
dbvbts  i&  ICaj-flower^B  nmid  as  to  his  inteationk     Ab  soon  bb 
he  saw  that  she  was  tranqmHised,  he  gave  reim  to  Jingle,  who 
tamed  saddenlj  to  tiie  right  and  b^an  to  gallop  Uke  the 
nimhlest  «nd  aw^^best  ereature  ob  earth.    In  less  Ihan  half  an 
honr  they  eame  to  the  foot  of  a  motnataiii  appsreirtiy  inacces- 
mUe,  if  indeed  anytfaiiig  eoctkl  he  so  to  tbe  l^^htaess  of  Jingle. 
Pooh-pooh  reoogmsed  it  to  he  one  <of  the  moantainfi  f  ocmm^ 
the  boandarj  of  the  favoured  eoimtry  which  they  were  seeking. 
Jingle  clttmbered  up  the  mdes  whih  as  mnoh  ease  as  thoi^li 
jdie  had  heen  on  le^el  ground,  and  with  no  more  fatigue  to 
those  she  carried  on  her  hack.    On  reaching  the  sammit,  the 
air  seemed  laden  with  all  ihe  perfumes  of  Arahy,  and  to  which- 
<ever  side  they  turned,  as  far  as  they  could  strelich  their  eyes, 
it  was  Hke  a  continual  flower-bed,  enriched  wiiii  •every  yariety 
<if  deHghtf ol  tints.     May-flower  was  giad  to  halt  awhile  and 
gaze  on  the  scene  before  her ;  but  while  she  was  lost  in  con- 
templation of  so  many  jDarrellous  heautke,  the  demon  of 
jealousy,  who  never  loses  a  ehaisce  of  thrusting  himself  wiEwre>7er 
he  can,  disturbed  Ab  serenity  of  her  reflections, 

'<  What ! "  she  said,  ''  is  Ra^ant  heiress  of  all  that  I  now 
behold !  Radiant — ^herself  more  precious  still  than  aill  these 
treasures,  more  Inilhant  than  all  l^e  beaufies  Nstore  has  here 
«o  plentifully  shed — will  present  all  this  to  1^  man  whom  she 
chooses  for  her  hxisbaiid  I  And  «aa  there  be  icnmi.  one  who 
would  refuse  her  hand  for  that  of  May-flower !  Ah,  Poeh-poohi 
if  it  indeed  be  true  that  your  constancy,  or  rather  your  blmd- 
ness,  be  proof  against  that  which  I  fear  so  mneh,  inspire  me 
with  some  confldence,  if  it  be  possible,  ere  -we  descend  into  this 
imchanted  land,  or  let  me  seek  among  the  rocks  and  precipioeB 
we  have  just  left  a  destiny  more  endurable  than  that  of  seeing 
yon  become  the  husband  <)£  Eadiant.*' 

Another  might  peihaps  faaye  exhibited  in^tience  stA  ikb 
expression  of  misgiyings  whidb  ought  not  to  how  eo  seen 


rdteisied  after  all  timt  be  IumI  said  teiho::.  JM;  MBy-:fli>wcar 
was  •eptea  nore  cliai»iii^  tkaa  tdie  ims  ismBg  and  i^efineil  in 
her  seBsiMEbty,  aaul  Podi-peelL  looted  het  paseiesLiDtelj.  >So  far 
from  being  iv««i«ed  h^  tfaem,  l^iese  :feeq«e(Dt  aknia  w(»iM  bafs 
filled  liim  vdtli  tdd^ght  tat  fer  tbe  tAistress  whaok  theif  eocasiened 
due  wlioiii  ibe  kmed.  In  <irder  to  cure  im:  of  tlmii,  ^'  Lanif 
iMiaj-lbwer,'*  lie  said,  ^I  know  ^ut  two  mjs  of  diHfmng  jtn 
I73l3i  that  coafidenoe  ki  ny  dsioerity  which,  yea  desire  ;  one  is 
to  reoeiy  your  bai^  liere  in  the  face  of  iieavea  «nd  eertftiy  aadt 
to  wake  from  llois  momeirt  £»rwsoid  my  heart  to  yonrs  fyr  lever. 
I  call  to  witness  tbe  inwieible  fwwers  mho  new  hear  ns,  ^&sA  I 
shoukl  deem  myself  far  haj^jier  "OondeniDted  to  pass  my  llife  wiih 
yoa  amidst  the  fri^tM  places  through  mkaxih.  we  hairo  asoeoded 
hither,  than  in  reagzusig  with  Radiaat  •ever  the  fortauie-favoared 
regions  whitha:  we  .are  ahont  to  'desoend.  Ere  we  firoeeed 
farther,  then,  I  here  o££er  yoa  my  heart  «.nd  troth,  vaA  will  con- 
duct you  «t  «Dee  to  the  little  ^ncipality  to  which  my  brother 
hj  this  time  has  perhaps  retunsed ;  birt  «s  I  hAve  before  teid 
you,  everywhere  bat  in  the  kingdom  of  Oadmvere  we  ishali  be 
exposed  to  the  fiary  and^pscsnit  ef  ^e  cruel  Bentota  ;  and  ev«3t 
fshoald  we  avoid  iber,  we  ooidd  nerer  secure  ««rselves  against 
the  just  resentment  of  Serena,  into  whose  hands  I  proiBised  to 
deliTer  her  daiigbter,  the  luminous  hat,  and  the  mare  Jii^k." 

May^£ower  testified  her  surprise  at  dus  aamouiDceBiesit  by  it 
slight  movement.  **  Yes,  beautiful  May-flower/'  said  he,  **  yo« 
are  the  daughter  of  the  enchantpess  !Serena,  whose  virtae,  no 
less  than  her  profonnd  skill,  render  her  more  werthy  ef  respect 
than  if  she  occnpied  the  highest  possible  rank.  I  i^euld 
advise  that  we  repair  thither,  whei«,  laying  at  her  ieet  the 
treasures  which  she  demanded,  and  ef  wlii»!h  I  have  had  the 
good  forbune  to  despoil  the  swoeress,  I  m%ht  clana  of  her 
the  most  preeicms  of  them  all,  as  a  reoGmpense  ior  what  I 
have  doDe  m  obedience  to  her  desires." 

May-flower,  somewhat  eonfased  with  i^uiBe  fit  the  jealousy 
which  fihe  had  betmyed,  did  net  hesitate  a  moneivt  in  embrac- 
ing this  last  profvosaL  They  descended,  aooetrdiugly,  into  those 
Bmiling  and  fertHe  plains  tm  which  ^ihej  had  gazed,  and  which 
presented  «  suoeeseion  elf  iredi  dbunms  the  nearer  ihej 
apimaehed  than.  For  my  part,  I  tc^ess,  I  am  not  sorry 
that  they  have  at  last  made  np  their  minds  one  wav  or  another. 
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for  I  was  beginning  to  be  afraid  they  would  never  leave  thd 
Bommit  of  the  aforesaid  mountain,  where  their  effusions  of 
8entiment»  no  less  than  their  indecision,  have  rather  wearied 
me,  as  I  have  no  doubt  thej  hare  jour  Serene  Majesty. 

Our  lovers  reached  the  foot  of  the  mountain,  while  the 
ardour  of  the  sun  was  still  at  its  full,  and  although  Jingle's 
paces  were  so  easy  that  it  was  impossible  to  feel  any  fatigue 
from  them,  the  fears  and  apprehensions  to  which  May-flower 
had  been  a  prey  in  the  course  of  a  night,  duiing  which  she 
had  never  closed  her  eyes,  had  much  exhausted  her  strength* 
Pooh-pooh,  whose  whole  attention  was  absorbed  in  her,  per- 
ceived this  and  alighted  on  the  bank  of  a  rivulet  which  was 
sheltered  over  on  each  side  by  a  double  row  of  orange  trees. 
May-flower  was  no  sooner  seated  here -than  she  fell  asleep,  nor 
could  she  have  done  otherwise  though  never  so  inclined. 

Pooh-pooh  took  off  Jingle's  bridle,  that  she  might  take  some 
refreshment.:  but  as  he  did  not  wish  that  she  should  wander 
too  far,  and  was,  nevertheless,  desirous  to  let  her  have  full 
liberty  to  graze  wherever  she  felt  inclined,  he  removed  the 
muffling  from  her  bells  that  he  might  hear  her  whithersoever 
she  might  stray.  As  soon  as  she  felt  that  her  bells  were 
unmuffled,  instead  of  wasting  her  time  in  grazing,  she 
began  to  make  such  graceful  and  measured  movements,  that 
nothing  could  equal  the  harmony  that  resounded  everywhere 
about  her. 

When  Pooh-pooh  had  listened  to  it  for  some  time,  he 
fell  to  contemplating  the  beautiful  May-flower.  Her  shape 
was  the  most  perfect  that  was  ever  seen,  her  countenance-^ 
wrapt  in  the  gentle  slumber  that  weighed  down  her  eye-lids 
—  appeared  beaming  with  every  charm  youth,  health,  and 
beauty  can  bestow.  The  enamoured  Pooh-pooh  was  nevef 
weary  of  gazing,  and  while  scanning  such  numerous  charms 
in  detail,  he  gave  loose  to  all  the  tender  suggestions  of  his 
imagination,  remainiug,  however,  within  the  bounds  of  the 
most  scrupulous  respect,  notwithstanding  the  desire  of  over* 
stepping  them,  which  such  a  sight  was  fitted  to  raise. 

In  those  days  it  was  a  thing  utterly  unknown  for  a  lover  to 
steal  or  surprise  a  favour  from  his  mistress,  when  she  had 
entrusted  herself  to  his  honour.  He  was  content,  therefore, 
to  feed  his  eyes  upon  the  marvels  before  him,  and  to  give  a  • 
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roTiDg  license  to  his  fancy  in  respect  of  those  that  were  hidden 
from  him. 

Meanwhile  Jingle,  gradually  wandering  further  and  further, 
continued  to  agitate  her  harmonious  little  hells  in  so  ravishing 
a  manner,  that  he  selected  some  of  the  entirely  original  tunes 
which  she  thus  composed,  in  order  to  make  tender  and  amorous 
yerses  to  them  in  praise  of  the  sleeping  May-flower.  "  Had  I 
the  power,"  such  was  the  strain  in  which  he  addressed  her, 
*•  to  form  a  heauty  such  as  my  fancy  would  most  delight  in, 
I  could  imagine  none  more  amiable  or  more  attractive  than 
that  which  I  now  hehold,  and,  to  captivate  my  heart,  it  would 
only  he  necessary  to  make  a  copy  of  May-flower." 

Thus  ahsorhed  in  the  flights  of  his  imagination,  the  nohle 
Pooh-pooh  felt  no  inclination  for  sleep.  He  thanked  Heaven 
for  the  calm  repose  which  his  divinity  was  enjoying,  and 
bethought  him  at  the  same  time  that  when  she  had  had 
sufficient  sleep  it  was  very  probahle  that  she  might  wish  to 
Bat.  Turn  which  ever  way  one  might,  in  this  beautiful  country, 
there  was  always  wherewithal  to  be  found  to  supply  the  most 
magnificent  dessert  in  the  world  ;  not  a  tree  nor  a  bush  but 
W^ould  furnish  enough  and  to  boot ;  but  fruit  was  but  sorry 
fare  to  begin  upon  with  a  sharp  appetite.  Accordingly  he  laid 
down  his  tablets  with  the  verses  which  he  had  been  writing  by 
the  side  of  May-flower,  and  betook  himself  in  search  of  Jingle, 
whose  music  he  still  beard  though  he  could  not  see  her.  He 
would  have  found  it  difficult  to  give  a  reason  why  he  should 
seek  her,  but  he  had  taken  it  into  his  head  that  a  creature 
Which  had  already  been  of  such  signal  service  to  them  could 
not  fail  of  finding  means  to  satisfy  all  their  necessities.  He 
found  her,  as  painters  represent  Orpheus,  surrounded  by  every 
kind  of  walking  and  flying  animal,  attracted  round  her  by  the 
sweetness  of  her  harmony.  It  cost  their  lives  to  a  hazel-hen, 
two  red  partridges,  and  a  pheasant,  who  were  listeniug  rather 
too  attentively.  He  commenced  dressing  them  for  May-flower's 
supper,  for  though  Bulfinch  was  a  prince.  Pooh-pooh  could 
turn  cook  upon  occasion,  and  none  of  the  worst :  need  we  say 
whether  he  now  failed  to  do  his  best? 

When  he  returned  May-flower  awoke,  and  was  no  sooner 
awake  than  her  supper  was  served.  She  appeared  far  from 
insensible  to  his  attention,  nor  were  his  services  at  this  precise 
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janetiire  slighted  with  indiffierence.  He  r^tcd  Uk  her  Imw 
chance  had  supplied  him  the  xneaDS  of  regaling  her  with  this 
amall  repast.  She  pitied  the  po<»r  hurds,  whom  their  lore  of 
mnsie  had  hetiajed  to  an  untinielj  end;  and  while  she  deplored 
their  fate»  availed  herself  of  it  with  a  good  appetite.  She 
wished  to  know  how  he  had  bestowed  his  time  the  while  she  had 
been  sleeping.  His  tablets  stUl  lay  beside  her ;  he  opened 
aftd  presented  them  to  her.  She  took  them,  and  though  blush- 
ing as  she  read,  perused  their  contents  several  times  over* 
She  said  she  could  not  praise  to  the  measure  of  their  deserts, 
yerses  which  praised  her  beyond  bars  ; — ^he  not  failing  to 
answer,  with  protestations^  that  they  had  not  sufficiently 
praised  her,  nor^  to  take  her  ehanns  to  witness^  how  that  they 
iaspired  him  with  a  thousand  times  more  than  he  could  eyer 
eipress  m  prose  or  rhyme. 

''  Pooh-pooh,"  said  the  modest  May-flower,  **  did  I  wish  to 
gricTe  myself  by  indulging  in  reflections,  which,  nevertheless, 
are  but  too  wdl  founded,  I  should  tell  you  that  I  am  some- 
what doubtful  of  your  sincerity.  I  know  myself,  and  I  am 
fnlly  aware  that  I  possess  no  more  attractions  than  are  suffi- 
dent  to  secure  me  from  abst^ute  ugliness.  But  since  you  are 
blinded  by  a  prejudice  so  favourable  to  me,  I  shall  take  care 
how  I  open  your  eyes  to  a  thousand  defects  which  I  feel  myself 
to  possess,  and  whidi  I  deroutly  wish  I  were  without,  that 
I  might  be  wrnrthy  all  you  say,  and  all  you  would  persuade  me 
that  you  believe  of  me." 

Upon  this  subject  of  debate  many  tender  and  moving 
speeches  were  uttered  on  either  side,  wherewith  the  reader 
will,  I  doubt  not,  willingly  dispense,  it  being  a  common  custom, 
as  I  have  many  times  observed,  to  skip  over  such  conversations 
as  often  as  they  may  occur,  and  so  come  with  all  expedition  to 
the  end  of  the  tale. 

Soon  after  they  had  finished  their  repast,  night  began  to 
advance.  May-flower,  who  had  slept  all  the  afternoon,  would 
have  willingly  resumed  her  journey.  The  innocence  of  her 
own  sentiments,  the  respect  ever  testified  by  her  fellow-traveller, 
and  the  reconciling  effect  of  habit,  might  have  sufficed,  it  would 
seem,  to  set  her  mind  at  ease.  But  being  extremely  nice  in 
her  notions  of  propriety,  she  found  it  more  suitable  to  them  to 
travel  together  than  to  ^end  the  night  in  each  other's  com- 
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paay.  Sw  vas  at  a  lo68»  hcnreTer^  hom  to  eomnnimeato  het 
leelLigs  t»  Pooh-pooh*  whc^  it  was  aatiural  to  suppoBe,  woold 
r«quire  Bleep*  Divuig  iivto  her  thoB^t8»  ho  dechured  himself 
€^  the  same  opmiony  and  after  assmdi^  h^  that  he  could  nerev 
be  so  unm«ftlj  aa  to  sleep  m  her  presence,  thej  resaaed 
tiieir  joumejt  hoping  to  reaek  the  Hlustrious  Seiena's  abode 
before  dajbreak« 

Jingle's  harmonj  surprised  aad  delighted  all  thej  Boet  os 
their  road»  and  ia  the  woods  they  had  to  trayerse,  the  hirds^ 
deeeiTod  by  the  efPiiIgeiiee  of  the  luminous  hat,  imagined,  aa 
they  responded  ta  the  ringiBg  (d  the  gc^den  helk,  &at  they 
were  saluting  the  approoeh  of  day.  The  TiUage  eoeks  fancied 
in  like  manner  that  they  were  heralding  the  mom,  while  the 
poor  labourer,  but  just  faUea  asleep,  woke  up  unrefireshed, 
to  return  to  his  work.  But  May-flow^  had  only  to  remoye  the 
hat  from  her  head,  darkness  reigned  once  more,  and  the  good 
people  turned  round,  and  fell  asleep  again. 

The  day  itself  at  last  made  its  appearanee,  and  Pooh-pooh 
promised  his  fair  mistress  that  she  should  now  shortly  salute 
her  illustrious  mother  ;  but  he  was  unable  to  ke^  his  promise. 
As  he  had  already  twiee  yisited  the  enchantress  in  her  abode, 
he  never  doubted  but  he  should  easily  reach  it  a  third  time. 
Two  whole  days,  however,  did  he  spend  in  unsuecessful  efforts 
to  discover  it.  He  knew  very  well  that  he  had  passed  a  hun- 
dred times  close  to  it,  and  he  was  at  a  loss  to  understand  why 
Serena  should  become  more  inaccessible  to  him  now  than  on  the 
former  occasions,  especially  as  he  was  bringing  back  to  her  a 
daughter  whom  he  naturally  su|^osed  she  fondly  dierished,  and 
was,  moreover,  laden  with  all  the  other  treasures  which  she  had 
demanded.  He  was  afraid  May-flower  might  begin  to  anspeet 
that  he  had  deceived  her  on  this  point ;  but  tfa^  last  proofs 
which  he  had  given  her  of  the  sincerity  of  his.  affection  had 
entirely  cured  her  of  all  jealous  apprehensi^s,  and  her  only 
source  of  anxiety  now  was  the  fear  of  having  incurred  the  anger 
of  a  mother  whom  she  had  never  seen^  and  who^  &om  all 
a{^pearance,  was  unwilling  to  receive  her. 

They  persisted,  howev^,  in  their  object,  and  the  third  day 
were  about  to  commence  their  search  anew,  in  every  direction^ 
without  ever  thinking,  as  Pooh-pooh  had  done  on  a  previoua 
occasion,  of  tdling  Jingle  to  take  them  to  the  Enchantress ; 
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for  she  had  the  power  of  reaching  any  place  to  which  she  "was 
directed  to  go,  nor  could  any  enchantment  prevent  her.  Pooh- 
pooh  was  not  aware  of  this  ;  hut  if  he  was  inspired  when  he 
told  her  to  go  to  Cashmere,  he  certainly  was  not  so  while 
wandering  rainly  ahout  in  search  of  Serena's  ahode. 

It  was  while  he  was  thus  engaged,  that  a  certain  country 
newsmonger,  who  plumed  himself  on  heing  in  communication 
with  the  court,  conveyed  thither  the  intelligence  of  Pooh-pooh 's 
arrival,  and  the  caliph  having  thereupon  dispatched  courier 
after  courier,  conmianding  hmi  forthwith  to  appear  at  court, 
he  was* under  the  necessity  of  oheying  in  spite  of  the  alarm 
with  which  May-flower  was  again  slightly  seized,  and  the  secret 
forehodings  which  threatened  her  heart  with  some  misfortune. 
She  did  her  utmost  to  conceal  them  in  the  presence  of  Pooh- 
pooh  ;  and  it  required  no  moderate  effort  to  appear  tranquil, 
while  approaching  a  city  in  which  Radiant  was  awaiting  the 
arrival  of  Pooh-pooh,  to  receive  from  him  the  remedy  against 
so  many  evils,  and  perhaps  offer  him  the  recompense  due  to 
his  achievements. ' 

At  last  they  arrived,  and  were  received  in  triumph.  Every- 
where shouts  resounded  in  the  air,  and  carried  the  glory  of 
Pooh-pooh  to  the  skies.  Not  a  soul  doubted  but  the  man  who 
had  thus  so  gloriously  achieved  an  enterprise  which  he  had 
undertaken  for  the  public  benefit,  had  brought  them  a  remedy 
for  all  the  evils  under  which  they  suffered,  and  it  was  high  time 
something  should  be  done.  The  good  Caliph,  after  the  depar- 
ture of  Pooh-pooh,  having  one  day  amused  himself  longer  than 
was  prudent  in  his  daughter's  company,  had  let  his  spectacles 
fall,  and  the  lovely  eyes  that  owed  their  light  to  him  deprived 
his  of  theirs.  The  seneschal,  a  minister  whose  loyalty  knew 
no  bounds,  expired  from  the  effects  of  his  grief  at  this  occur- 
rence ;  and  his  wife  found  a  consolation  for  his  loss  in  the 
favour  to  which  she  had  suddenly  risen  with  the  princess  ;  so 
powerful  was  her  influence,  that  her  mistress's  glance  was  now 
never  allowed  to  prove  fatal  but  by  her  special  advice. 

These  were  already  changes  enough  for  the  court  to  undergo, 
but  they  were  not  all.  There  had  lately  arrived  there,  as  ill 
luck  would  have  it,  a  Moorish  woman,  who  governed  the  mind 
of  the  seneschal's  widow  by  the  charms  of  her  wit,  as  the 
former  did  that  of  the  princess  by  the  charms  of  a  parrot. 
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vhich  had  tlie  power  to  preserve  those  who  held  it  from  the 
danger  of  her  eyes. 

On  the  arrival  of  Pooh-pooh,  the  council  was  assemhled, 
and  the  Caliph,  who  had  never  at  any  time  seen  very  clearly 
into  his  affairs,  was  now  less  than  ever  in  a  state  to  deal  with 
them.  He  expressed  a  desire  to  embrace  Pooh-pooh,  whom  he 
could  not  see.  Some  proposed  that  statues  should  be  raised  to 
him  ;  while  others  were  of  opinion  that  the  honours  of  a  great 
and  a  little  triumph  should  be  awarded  him.  The  Caliph  was 
ready  to  consent  to  everything  that  might  do  honour  to  such 
high  deserts ;  but  Pooh-pooh  modestly  excused  himself^ 
saying  :•— 

'<  Ah,  sire ;  why  should  your  highness  and  his  most  sage 
council  trouble  themselves  ?  In  the  present  condition  of  affairs^ 
that  which  I  have  done  for  you  and  for  your  kingdom  calls  for 
no  such  recompense ;  nor  is  the  time  come  to  speak  on  this 
head  until  the  service  I  have  rendered  shall  produce  its  effects, 
I  scarcely  dare  venture  to  remark  that  there  was  some  degree 
of  imprudence  in  the  haste  with  which  your  couriers  made 
me  come  hither:  I  was  about  to  deliver  into  the  hands  of 
Serena  that  which  I  only  carried  off  for  her,  and  I  should  have 
brought  you  back  the  remedy  so  much  desired ;  instead  of 
which,  I  must  now  retrace  my  steps  thither,  and  you  will  have 
to  wait  my  return." 

The  Caliph  very  humbly  begged  his  pardon,  and  laid*,  the 
fault  on  his  council.  The  council  laid  it  on  the  orders  of  the 
princess,  who  held  the  reins  of  government  since  the  blindness 
t)f  her  father,  and  was  herself  absolutely  governed  by  the 
seneschaPs  widow. 

It  was  finally  resolved  that  Pooh-pooh  should  set  off  the 
next  morning  with  the  treasures  destined  for  the  enchantress. 
The  Caliph  insisted  that  May-flower  should  pass  the  night  in 
the  house  of  the  seneschal's  widow,  that  being  the  most 
honourable  place  next  to  his  own  palace.  "  For,"  said  he  to 
Pooh-pooh,  **  you  see  by  my  own  example  that  it  is  not  whole- 
isome  to  be  too  near  Eadiant." 

Pooh-pooh  conducted  her  thither,  and  the  Moorish  woman  was 
so  prompt  in  her  attentions,  and  acquitted  herself  with  so  much 
address,  that  she  was  quite  delighted  with  her.  Pooh-pooh  refused 
even  to  approach  the  palace,  so  fearful  was  he  of  renewing  her 
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fetrft.    ItWM  neoeesaiy,  hofwerer^  thtt  ke  aliovUL  leare  ICaj* 
flower,  in  order  to  prepare  for  his  departure  tbe  next  day. 

So  hnpatteiit  ifms  he  t«  rejoin  her,  that  he  aiade  bat  ahort 
irerk  of  it.  On  his  return,  he  foond  May-flower  eoghged.  m 
iMNiteBiplalnig  fhe  portrait  of  Radiant,  whidi  he  w»8  to  take 
with  him  on  the  morrow.  He  peroeired  thai  her  admiration 
of  ^is  tnarreUoos  beauty  wma  mingfed  with  some  «how  of  dia- 
eomfitare,  and  ke  said  all  that  was  neeessaiy  upon  such  An 
eeeanon  to  tranquflfise  her,  nor  was  his  asaorance  that  lie 
would  take  his  departure  without  seeing  the  original^  Ike  least 
efieotive  part  of  his  disooorse. 

The  Moorish  woman  was  not  long  discoyering  the  nature  of 
their  sevtiments  towai^  ^each  other,  nor  was  she  at  any  paius 
to  conceal  her  sn^ioiens  from  the  seneschal's  widow,  to  whom 
idle  repaired,  and  who  had  already  confided  to  her  ker  tend^- 
regard  for  Fbok-pooh*  But,  before  she  could  utter  a  word,  the 
seneschal's  widow  began  to  inform  her  that  her  heart  was  in 
some  measure  torn  by  conffictii^  emotions ;  by  affeetioB  en  one 
side,  and  by  glory  on  the  other:  ikat  although  she  had  more 
than  once  proved  the  trutih  of  the  saying,  thai  lore  levels  all 
distinctiotts,  nemtheiess,  in  the  high  position  which  she  occu- 
pied, she  had  had  great  difficulty  in  making  i^  her  mind ;  but 
that,  after  mature  deiiberatiea,  dbe  had  arriyed  at  the  canchisiai 
that  the  widow  of  a  seneschal  might,  without  shame,  many 
hen^queiry,  eqieeially  when  the  said  equerry  returned  oorered 
with  glory. 

It  was  at  the  con<dnMOD  of  this  harangue,  that  her  oonfidant 
infbrmed  her  she  was  Reckoning  without  her  host,  in  her  inten- 
tions of  conferring  such  an  honour  upon  him ;  and  thereupon 
laid  before  her  a  cireumstantial  aocoont  of  her  suspicions  with 
respect  to  ^diat  youthM  personage.  The  widow  was  inune- 
diately  seised  w^  a  parsxysm  •of  jealoiusy*  Of  all  widows  fkm 
was  the  most  violent  in  her  passkm,  and  of  all  Moorish  women 
her  confidant  was  the  blackest.  Into  such  hands  had  the 
wdiRtunale  May^fiewtr  fsilen,  as  was  soon  made  appai^eat* 

Pooh-pooh,  on  coming  the  next  day  to  carry  her  away,  was 
svrprised  to  see  so  great  an  alteration  in  her  aj^arance.  She 
was  suffering  the  most  eireniciatuig  pains  which  she  ^idea- 
voured  in  Tain  to  ooiiceal  imm  hiau  The  exoess  of  his  gdei 
soon  diwovered  to  her  that  he  felt  ail  their  nolenoe.     Away 
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vitli  all  dicmghts  of  his  jouniey  and  of  tbe  good  of  the  state  ; 
his  whole  coDCMii  w«i  now  for  the  safety  of  May-flow^,  bat 
peroeiving  from  the  increase  of  her  sufPerings  that  all  his  ser- 
Tices  were  useless,  be  prepared  to  die  yriik  h^. 

The  seneschal's  widow,  in  contempiatiBg  the  despair  of  har 
loyer  and  the  sufferings  oi  her  rival,  draak  los^  and  deep  frea 
the  intoxicating  cap  of  Tengeance.  The  caliph's  coancQ  were 
terribly  alarmed  at  Pooh-pooh*s  l^fosal  to  d^lart.  At  last  the 
Moorish  woman,  who  was  at  the  bottom  of  all  the  mischief, 
thought  it  advisable  to  pot  a  stop  to  it  in  order  that  Pooh-pooh 
might  depart.  The  pains  which  May-flower  had  felt,  left  har 
as  suddenly  as  they  had  seized  her  ;  but  she  remained  in  so 
weak  and  exhausted  a  condition,  diat  she  entreated  him  to 
yield  to  the  importonities  of  the  whole  eourt,  and  set  out  with- 
out her.  It  was  only  with  the  deepest  reloctanee  that  he 
obeyed  her,  but  with  all  his  heart  he  enjoined  her  not  to  yislt 
Badiant  until  his  return,  and  assuring  her  that  he  should  use 
all  despatch,  set  forth  after  exchanging  the  most  t^ider  adieos. 

May-flower  had  vainly  flattered  herself  that  she  dboukl  recover 
her  health  after  his  departure.  She  fell  in  spite  c^  all  her 
efforts  into  a  state  of  languor,  which  was  visibly  wasting  her 
away.  She  had  entertained  no  doubt  bat  tluit  her  pains 
having  left  her  she  should  reoova:  her  wonted  plumpness,  but 
instead  of  those  fresh  and  healthy  looks  which  she  so  ardently 
desired  would  return  ere  her  lover  did,  a  gradual  wasting  daily 
altered  her  appearance. 

At  last,  that  which  had  been  the  most  lively  complexion  in 
the  world,  turned  to  a  dull  pallid  hue,  and  was  soon  suoeeeded 
by  a  greenish  yellow  tinge,  whidi  so  disfigupsd  her  tiiat  she 
could  scarcely  recognise  herself ;  emaciation  gradually  defaced 
the  loveliest  bosem  in  the  worlds  and  the  most  perfect  shape  ever 
beheld  was  transformed  into  a  skeleton. 

While  poor  May-flower  beh^  herself  redoeed  to  so  deplora- 
ble a  condition,  the  triumph  of  the  seneschal's  widow  was  at 
its  height.  Her  confldant  had  suggested  to  her  that  the 
pleasure  of  seeing  her  treated  with  contempt  on  aeoomt  of  her 
wretched  appearance,  would  be  far  greater  than  to  see  her  w^ 
over  by  her  lover,  and  it  was  to  the  choice  of  this  punishment, 
which  it  was  considered  ehe  wodd  feel  more  severdy,  that  the 
preservation  of  her  life  was  due. 
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Meanwhile  not  a  soul  now  saw  the  princess,  for  it  was  im- 
possible to  look  at  her  without  being  provided  with  the  parrot, 
and  she  had  become  so  doatinglj  fond  of  it  that  she  would  let 
no  one  hold  it  but  herself.  The  bird  was  talked  of  as  a  perfect 
marrel  in  point  of  beauty  ;  but  no  one  ever  mentioned  his  wit, 
for  he  spoke  but  little,  and  whenever  he  did  so,  his  unswer^ 
were  invariably  at  cross  purpose  ;  on  the  other  hand,  he  wa» 
graceful  in  his  action  and  polite  in  his  manners. 

Pooh-pooh 's  impatience  accelerated  his  voyage ;  he  was  back 
again  before  it  was  thought  he  could  have  reached  half  way, 
and  brought  with  him  the  remedy  against  the  evUs  caused  by 
the  loveliest  eyes  in  the  world. 

The  people  followed  him  in  crowds  as  far  as  Radiant's 
apartment,  but  not  a  soul  followed  him  when  he  went  in. 

He  carried  with  him  a  great  phial  as  large  as  the  largest 
drinking  glass  ;  it  was  entirely  made  of  one  diamond,  and  con* 
tained  a  liquor  so  extremely  bright  that  the  dazzling  eyes  of  the 
princess  were  themselves  so  overpowered  by  it  she  was  oblige4 
to  close  them. 

Pooh-pooh  seized  the  moment  and  moistened  her  temples 
and  her  eye-lids  with  it.  As  soon  as  this  was  done,  she 
opened  her  eyes  again,  and  Pooh-pooh  having  had  all  the  doors 
thrown  open,  the  people  beheld  the  miracle  and  greeted  it  with 
acclamations.  Her  eyes  appeared  as  brilliant  as  ever,  but  so 
harmless  were  they  that  an  infant  of  a  year  old  might  have 
ogled  her  for  a  whole  day  and  never  the  worse  for  it. 

Pooh-pooh  kissing  the  hem  of  her  robe  was  the  first  to  com- 
pliment her  on  the  occasion,  and  withdrew  under  the  pretext  of 
bearing  the  news  to  the  Caliph,  when  in  reality  he  was  obeying 
the  promptings  of  his  heart  that  led  him  towards  his  charming 
May-flower. 

The  news  of  his  return  and  of  the  miracle  he  had  performed, 
had  spread  so  rapidly,  however,  in  all  directions,  that  he  found  he 
could  not  escape  seeing  the  Caliph  before  he  visited  his  mistress. 

The  good  prince  was  like  to  have  gone  crazy  with  joy  when 
he  was  informed  that  his  daughter's  eyes  had  lost  all  their 
mischievous  power,  but  not  a  jot  of  all  their  beauty  ;  and  when 
-Pooh-pooh  wetting  his  eyes  with  the  liquid,  restored  him  to 
sight,  he  appeared  less  delighted  to  behold  once  more  the  light 
of  day,  than  grateful  towards  him  who  had  restored  it  to  him. 
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He  knelt  down  before  him  and  insisted  oh  embracing  his  feet, 
and  after  other  excesses  less  becoming  bis  rank  than  his  grati- 
tude, he  was  for  conducting  him  forthwith  to  his  daughter, 
that  she  might  choose  him  for  her  husband,  and  many  him  the 
same  day,  protesting  in  the  presence  of  his  council,  that  he 
should  never  be  happj  until  he  saw  his  palace  filled  with  a 
tribe  of  little  Pooh-poohs. 

'<  Oh !  as  for  the  little  Pooh-poohs  I  can't  resist  them,"  said 
the  Sultan,  "  I  give  in ;  I  *ve  had  all  the  trouble  in  the  world 
to  resist  the  other,  but  I  can  stand  no  more.  Dinarzade,  I 
acknowledge  myself  beaten  ;  I  owe  you  the  life  of  your  sister^ 
take  it,  it  is  yours,  and  I  here  restore  all  my  affection  to  her, 
which  she  deserves  not  only  by  her  charms  and  her  erudition, 
but  more  especially  by  the  beautiful  stories  with  which  she  has 
sent  me  to  sleep  for  so  many  nights.  Go,  Dinarzade,  summon 
hither  the  vizir  your  father  ;  let  him  bring  my  sceptre  with  all 
haste,  and  the  seal* of  the  empire,  that  I  may  confirm,  with  all 
the  requisite  solemnities,  the  promise  I  made  you." 

Dinarzade  waited  not  to  be  told  a  second  time ;  and  soon 
after  returned  with  the  grand  vizir,  who  wept  scalding  tears  as 
he  affixed  the  seal  to  his  daughter's  pardon.  When  this  was 
done,  respectfully  raising  the  coverlet,  he  made  three  profound 
obeisances  at  the  foot  of  the  imperial  bed.  The  Sultana  then 
making  one  leap  from  the  bed  to  the  ground,  and  prostrating 
herself  before  her  lord  and  master,  kissed  the  little  toe  of  his 
left  foot,  which  he  stretched  out  to  her  in  the  most  affectionate 
manner,  while  at  the  same  time  he  raised  himself  up,  and 
applied  his  royal  scepU'e  to  the  end  of  her  nose,  according  to  the 
custom  of  the  country,  in  token  of  his  pardon. 

At  the  conclusion  of  these  ceremonies,  the  vizir  and  the 
prudent  Dinarzade,  having  assisted  the  empress  into  bed  again, 
drew  the  curtains,  and  deeming  their  presence  no  longer  requi- 
site, opened  the  doors,  and  were  about  to  withdraw,  when  the 
Sl}ltan,  calling  them  back,  said, 

**1  do  not  repent  the  pardon  which  I  have  granted  the 
Sultana,  but  as  I  am  resolved  that  in  all  my  actions  justice 
shall  go  hand  in  hand  with  clemency,  to-morrow,  at  break  of 
day,.!  will  have  the  traitor  hanged  who  has  dared  reveal  the 
proceediugs  of  my  councils.  Dinarzade  could  never  have 
/earned  what  had  taken  place  with  respect  to  Pooh-pooh  but 
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bwL  her  ^her  or  her  Iovbt.  Ify  Tizify  tiierefere,  sod  tiie 
Trinee  of  Trebizonde,  will  haye  to  draw  lots,  a&d  tiie  io8»*, 
whether  he  be  gaihy  or  snoply  imfortiinate,  fihaU  be  ncrifieed 
Bcording  to  the  ordiDKBoes  of  the  ertaie." 

The  yizir,  well  acquainted  with  the  inhuman  nature  of  his 
master,  turned  paler  dian  death  at  this  decree,  and  going  down 
on  both  his  knees,  took  heaven  and  earth,  the  prc^het  and  the 
Koran,  to  witness  that  he  was  innooent.     Bat  the  courageous 
Pinarzade,  far  from  taking  alarm  at  these  menaces,  exclaimed, 
**  Tou  are  far  readier,  my  lord,  to  form  inhuman  resolntionB 
than  to  afford  any  proofs  of  your  affection.    I  ought  to  be  more 
affected  than  any  other  by  what  you  have  said,  if  it  be  true  that 
either  my  father  or  the  Prince  of  Trebizonde  are  guilty ;  never- 
theless I  consent  to  abandon  them  both  to  your  anger  if  I  fail  to 
obtain  your  own  acknowledgment  before  the  end  of  my  story  that 
it  was  yourself  who  revealed  to  me  this  precious  secret,  and 
that  if  it  be  a  crime  to  have  spoken  of  it,  your  terrible  highness 
would  better  deserve  the  rope  than  either  my  father  or  the 
prince,  whom  you  call  my  lover.'* 

The  vizir  had  almost  fainted  away  at  the  temerity  of  his 
daughter's  speech  ;  but  the  equitable  Sultan,  as  if  just  awaking 
to  consciousness  after  a  profound  reverie,  £r8t  clasped  his  hands 
together,  then  removing  his  nightcap,  asked  pardon  of  Maho- 
met ;  and  having  rubbed  Dinarzade's  nose  thrice  with  his  royal 
sceptre,  thrice  that  of  his  vizir,  and  thrice  his  own,  promised 
to  do  as  much  the  next  day  to  the  captivating  Trdbizonde. 
When  the  ceremonial  of  this  amnesty  was  concluded,  he  con- 
jured the  prudent  Dinarzade  never  to  revetd  what  had  passed 
between  them  relative  to  Pooh-pooh ;  and  as  it  was  only  a  quarter 
to  one  he  ordered  her  to  £iush  her  story,  which  she  did  in  the 
following  terms : — 

The  Caliph's  cotmcil  were  on  the  point  of  repeating  after 
him  the  name  of  the  little  Pooh-^poohs,  as  they  had  done  that  of 
the  great,  but  they  remembered  that  it  was  forbidden  by  one 
of  the  articles  of  his  previous  treaty. 

While  the  Caliph  hastened  to  embrace  his  daughter,  Pooh- 
pooh  was  called  upon  to  cure  all  those  who  had  suffered  fnym 
her  charms.  The  number  of  victhns  was  immense,  but 
as  the  remedy  was  quickly  applied,  he  had  soon  dispatched 
ihem.    Acclamations  and  cries  of  joy  resouiMied  everywhere ; 
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«,nd  ftmidsl   ibis  imiTeiBai    rejoicing  May-flower  alone  waa 
fmhapi^y. 

Tl^  report  of  Pooli^poolL's  arrival  had  readied  the  seneschaFB 
"mdow,  "who  lost  no  time  ia  apprisisg  May-fiower  ;  on  reoeiying 
this  intelligence,  which  at  any  otiber  time  would  have  filled 
h&r  with  joy,  she  was  nearly  driyen  wild  with  despair.  Still 
beHeying  that  her  cruel  rival  and  her  eonfidant  sympathised  with 
her  misfortune,  she  threw  herself  at  their  feet,  And  entreated 
that  Pooh-pooh  might  not  behold  her  in  such  a  condition.  They 
promised  to  oomply  with  her  request,  telfing  her  at  the  same 
time  that  die  could  not  refuse  seeing  the  Oaiiph,  who,  as  soon  as 
his  sight  was  recovered,  had  desired  to  satisfy  his  curiosity 
relative  to  one  who  was  represented  to  be  as  beautiful  as  Radiant 
herself;  and  while  saying  this,  the  cruel  wretches,  in  spite 
of  her  resistance,  began  to  dress  her  up  from  head  to  foot,  that 
fihe  might  appear  the  more  disfigured. 

The  poor  creature  was  nothing  but  skin  and  bone ;  a  pale 
bluish  tint  had  replaced  the  brilliant  vermilion  of  her  lips  and 
cheeks ;  the  fire  of  her  eyes  was  extinguished,  and  her  ema^ 
ciated  face  appeared  more  ghastly  still  beneath  the  brilliant 
head-dress  in  which  they  had  dressed  her. 

Thus  accoutred,  they  laid  her  out  upon  a  rich  couch,  'where 
she  had  scarcely  adjusted  herself,  when  she  heard  her  lover 
ascending  the  stairs.  The  heartless  couple  told  her  it  was  the 
Oaiiph,  aiid  wilMrew. 

May-fiower  made  an  effort  to  raise  herself  in  order  to  receive 
him  with  respect ;  but  when,  instead  of  the  Oaiiph,  she  beheld 
Po<^-pooh,  uttering  a  wild  shriek,  d»e  threw  herself  back  on  the 
support  of  the  couch.  Surprised  as  he  was  at  this  action^  he  was 
much  more  so  at  the  strange  figure  before  him ;'  drawing  near, 
however,  while  she  was  recovering  her  senses,  he  inquired  of 
her  whem  he  should  find  May-£)wer.  This  was  ^e  feital 
blow  to  her  suffering  heart;  her  strength  abandoned  her,  and 
instead  of  answering  Itim,  hiiSng  her  visage  in  a  comer  of  the 
eouoh,  she  gave  way  to  tears  and  despair. 

Po^-fKM»h,  completely  at  «  loss  what  to  male  of  all  this 
grief,  a&d  of  the  figure  she  presented,  left  the  room  to  seek  for 
May-fiowea'  in  ev«ry  apartment  ef  t^e  house.  The  seneschal*B 
widow  ax^  her  Mooriab  attendant  repeated  over  and  over  again, 
with  hw ate  of  hu^hter,  that  he  had  but  just  left  her.     Vexed 
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out  of  all  patience  at  so  unseasonable  a  jest,  and  still  niore 
incensed  at  the  complacent  and  satisfied  air  with  which  they 
seemed  to  be  making  a  sport  of  him,  he  left  them  abruptly, 
and  repaired  to  the  palace,  where  a  scene  of  a  different  nature 
awaited  him. 

The  beautiful  parrot  had  taken  flight  while  Pooh-pooh  was 
engaged  doctoring  the  eyes  of  the  princess,  whom  he  now 
beheld  rolling  on  the  ground  and  tearing  her  hair. 

The  Caliph  and  all  his  court  were  mounted  upon  ladders, 
looking  at  the  tops  of  the  beds,  into  the  cornices  of  the  ceiling, 
and  ransacking  every  place  where  it  might  possibly  hare  thiiist 
itself. 

Pooh-pooh,  who  could  make  nothing  of  all  he  saw,  inquired 
of  every  one  whether  they  had  seen  anything  of  May-floWer, 
and  was  only  answered  by  being  asked  the  same  question  about 
the  parrot.  He  set  them  all  down  as  mad,  and  was  nigh 
becoming  so  himself.  Directly  the  Caliph  saw  him,  he  ran  to 
meet  him,  and  believing  that  nothing  was  beyond  his  power, 
jentreated  him  to  appease  the  despair  of  Eadiant  by  restoring 
the  lost  parrot. 

Pooh-pooh  was  amazed  at  the  father*B  anxiety,  no  less  than 
at  the  obstinacy  of  the  daughter,  and  unable  to  understand  how 
there  could  exist  any  other  source  of  uneasiness  than  that  whicli 
troubled  him,  instead  of  replying  to  what  the  Caliph  said,  he 
told  him  that  it  was  only  by  making  himself  responsible  to 
Serena  for  the  safety  of  May-flower  that  he  had  been  able  to 
obtain  the  remedy  for  so  many  evils ;  that,  before  all,  May-flower 
must  be  found,  and  then  he  had  no  doubt  he  should  have  no 
difficulty  in  recovering  the  parrot. 

Radiant  heard  these  words  of  consolation,  and  believed  them 
coming  from  the  lips  of  one  who  boasted  of  nothing  he  was 
unable  to  achieve.  Tranquillity  returning  to  her  heart,  recom- 
posed  her  countenance,  whose  charms  had  fled  at  the  approach 
of  grief.  The  remembrance  of  Pooh-pooh  began  to  return  to 
her  at  the  same  time,  and  she  recalled  all  that  he  had  done  for 
her,  and  all  that  she  had  promised  him.  After  musing  some 
time,  the"  memory  of  her  first  attachment,  of  her  word  which 
ehe  had  pledged,  and  of  her  gratitude,  presenting  themselves 
to  her  mind  at  one  and  the  same  moment,  settled  her  deter- 
mination^ and  kneeling  before  her  father,  she  besought  hiiA 
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that  he  would  allow  her  to  acquit  herself  of  all  her  engage- 
juents  towards  a  man  who  had  risked  everything  to  serve  her. 

On  hearing  this,  the  Caliph  leapt  for  joj  in  a  manner  which 
astounded  the  whole  court/  and,  instead  of  answering  his 
daughter,  nearly  smothered  her  with  kisses,  assuring  her  that 
she  could  not  have  more  delighted  him,  had  she  made  a  choice 
which  would  have  added  fifteen  such  provinces  as  Cashmere  to 
his  dominions  ;  and,  turning  round  to  emhrace  his  future  son- 
in-law,  and  present  him  with  the  hand  of  the  loveliest  princess 
in  the  world,  discovered  that  he  was  missing.  In  vain  was 
search  made  for  him  in  every  comer  of  the  palace ;  no 
sooner  had  he  got  an  inkling  of  the  end  towards  which 
Radiant's  reflections  were  drifting,  with  which  one  or  two 
glances  sufficiently  supplied  him,  than  he  had  immediately  dived 
into  the  crowd  and  returned  with  all  haste  to  the  house  of  the 
seneschal's  widow.  It  was  there  he  had  left  his  heloved 
May-flower  when  he  set  out  on  his  journey  to  Serena,  and  it 
was  there  he  was  resolved  to  find  her,  or  know  what  had 
hecome  of  her.  He  found  her  ;  hut,  gracious  heaven  !  in  what 
a  condition ! 

The  reflections  which  she  had  made  in  the  intervals  of  her  tears 
after  he  had  left  her,  tended  in  no  way  to  alleviate  her  distress. 
He  had  inquired  of  her  own  self  where  he  should  find 
May-flower !  "  Frightfully  altered,  indeed,  did  he  find  the 
unfortunate  May-flower,"  said  she.  **  But,  alas  !  if  he  had 
^ver  loved  me,  could  his  heart  have  failed  to  recognise  me.  I 
fear  he  recognised  me  hut  too  well !  "  she  continued :  "  yes, 
he  recognised  and  loathed  me,  and  never  shall  I  hehold  him 
again." 

Another  and  a  more  violent  fit  of  pain  seized  her  at  this 
moment,  which  she  hoped  would  he  the  last  of  her  life ;  and 
as  she  had  kept  by  her  the  tablets  in  which  Pooh-pooh  had 
written  so  many  tender  and  impassioned  things,  she  desired  to 
leave  a  faithful  portraiture  of  the  feelings  of  her  heart,  in  bid- 
ding him  a  last  adieu.  Nothing  could  be  more  touching  than 
the  words  in  which  this  was  expressed. 

That  which  is  uttered  under  circumstances  of  so  solemn  a 
nature  rai*ely  fails  to  inspire  the  deepest  emotion,  and  poor 
May-flower,  obeying  the  promptings  of  a  sincere  heart,  im- 
pressed with  the  conviction  that  it  was  about  to  cease  beating  for 
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ever,  fainted  away,  as  ehe  pemciUed  bar  lasl  partiBf^  worda  tqraft 
the  tablets.  Pooh-pooh  kiiew  them  again,  but  it  was  not  tS) 
be  had  read  what  she  had  josi  wixtten  that  he  recegniaed  May- 
flower herself.  His  blood  was  congealed  us  his  Teina  at  iihm 
spectacle  ;  he  examined  her  firom  head  t»  foot,  but  cooid  &id 
nothing  of  the  being  he  loved  in  the  strange  figure  that  ^f«» 
before  him.  He  thought  htf  dead,  and  indeed,  fnm  the 
aj^aranee'  she  presented,  any  <Mie  might  hftve  ia»gined  sbs 
had  been  so  for  a  fortnight  at  least. 

Affection  succeeded  astonishment  m,  his  breast,  and  wa» 
presently  joined  by  compassion,  while  despak  was  hoveri]^ 
near  at  luuid.  Pressing  the  edA  and  emaciated  hand  ci  hia- 
mistress  in  transport  to  his  lips,  be  bathed  it  ia  a  torrent  ef 
tears.  This  action  arrested  the  spirit  about  to  depart  for  e?er  ; 
she  feebly  opened  her  eyes,  and  beheld  at  her  feet  one  whose 
presence  she  desired  the  most  ardently  of  any  in  the  world,  yet 
feared  the  most, — (me  who  akne  could  cause  her  to  regret  life^ 
or  wish  for  death. 

The  tender  things  which  they  said  to  each  other  would  hams 
melted  the  heart  of  the  most  savage  being.  He  eamestlj: 
protested  that  he  loved  her  no  less  tluin  when  she  was  arrayed 
in  all  the  charms  of  her  former  freshness  and  beanty ;  l^t 
though  her  charming  appearance  had  at  first  captivated  hk 
heart,  her  mind,  her  gentleness,  and  all  the  engaging  graee» 
of  her  mannas  had  made  a  more  lively  and  durable  impression 
than  any  that  the  most  brilliAnt  ehaims  could  produce,  and  ijoo 
which  only  death  could  efface. 

She  wept  with  joy  and  emotion,  and,  for  the  first  time  in  her 
life,  pressed  his  hand,  because  she  imagined  it  would  also  be  the 
last;  and  though  the  pressinre  was  feeble,  her  whdfO  heart 
went  with  it.  She  gave  him  to  understand  that  after  such 
^cere  proofs  of  a  constancy  so  rare,  she  died  happy;  and 
believed  that  she  was  doing  as  she  said. 

The  impertinent  senescI^*B  widow  now  a{^>eared  to  interrupt 
this  touching  conversation ;  all  her  jealousy  was  roused  once 
more  when  she  beheld  Po<4i-pooh  kneeling  at  the  feet  of  a 
being  whom  she  thought  he  would  have  looked  upon  with 
horror.  She  had  just  returned  from  the  court,  where  she  had 
been  informed  of  the  Princess's  design  with  respect  to  Pooh* 
pooh>  and  of  the  Caliph's  transports  of  delight  on  announciiig 
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tltis  marmge.     She  Uxk  care  to  ccNmplim^it  him  oa  has  good 
fortune  in  the  presence  of  the  dying  May-lower. 

The  stroke  was  well  calenlated  to  despatch  her  yictim  ai 
once ;  the  sudden  transport  of  jealousy,  however,  which  was  in- 
traded  to  overwhehn  her  strength,  kindled  anew  the  fliekenng 
embers  of  life  ;  hut  it  was  only  that  she  might  suffer  renewed 
tortures. 

At  this  moment  the  Princess,,  accompanied  by  the  Caliph,  her 
father,  and  the  whole  court,  entered  the  apartment.  Her  sur- 
prise was  extreme  at  beholding  such  a  figure  as  that  b^ore 
which  Pooh-pooh  was  kneeling ;  but  still  greater  was  the  amaze- 
ment of  May>flower,  as  she  gazed,  on  a  beauty  who  surpassed  all 
that  had  ever  been  said  of  her.  It  was  then  thai  her  courage, 
and  what  Httle  strength  she  had  still  remaining,  deserted  her  ^ 
at  once ;  she  ke|>t  her  eyes  for  a  while  fixed  upon  Radiant, 
then  turned  them  towards  her  lover,  and  a  m<Haent  after  closed 
them  for  ever. 

He  uttered  a  wild  piercing  shriek,  at  which  the  assembly 
started  with  horror,  and  which  imparted  some  degree  of  ^notion 
to  Radiant. 

The  Caliph  perceiving  it,  said,  in  ord^  to  tranquillise  her, 
**  Be  assured  this  cry  of  grief  is  a  mere  nothing  ;  you  wiH  soon 
see  that  this  carcass  over  which  he  is  lamenting  will  turn 
out  to  be  soqao  aged  relative,  and  a  certain  tribute  must  b& 
paid  to  the  ties  of  blood."  Addressing  himself  to  Pooh-pooh 
then — "  Come,  my  friend,"  said  he,  *'  let  me  see  you  stand  up 
and  wipe  your  eyes  ;  'ods  my  life,  'tis  making  a  fool  of  one  to 
be  crying  like  a  child  beside  that  old  mummy  of  a  thing,  whezt 
I  have  come  to  offer  you  the  kingdom  of  Cashmere,  and  the 
hand  of  the  Princess  Radiant." 

I  know  not  what  answer  another  might  have  made  to  such 
an  harangue  as  this,  but  Pooh-pooh  made  none  of  any  kind,  so 
that  the  crowd  of  bystanders  thought  him  dead,  as  well  as 
May-flower. 

Matters  were  in  this  position  when  the  Moorish  woman  made 
her  appearance.  She  appeared  afflicted  at  the  death  of  May- 
flower, and  seemed  to  feel  for  the  grief  of  Pooh-pooh ;  but 
seeing  the  state  of  embarrassment  in  which  the  Caliph  was,  she 
advised  him  to  have  the  body  removed  and  buried  immediately, 
if  he  desired  to  render  Pooh-pooh  amenable  to  reason.     The 
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advice  of  this  woman,  fiince  she  had  governed  the  mind  of  the 
seneschal's  widow^  had  always  been  followed  as  sl^ctly  as 
though  an  oracle  had  spoken  ;  nor  was  it  neglected  in  this 
instance. 

In  vain  did  Pooh-pooh,  with  shrieks,  and  every  effort  at 
resistance,  seek  to  prevent  this  separation.  He  was  torn  by 
force  from  her  whom  he  loved  more  than  life  :  a  fmieral  pile 
was  raised  in  the  palace-yard,  upon  which  May-flower  was  laid, 
while  the  despairing  Pooh-pooh  was  violently  dragged  from  the 
scene. 

After  the  performance  of  certain  mournful  ceremonies,  the 
Caliph,  desirous  to  do  every  honour  to  a  person  in  whom  his 
future  son-in-law  had  appeared  so  interested,  caused  a  number 
of  flambeaux,  composed  of  aromatic  gums  and  other  costly 
ingredients,  to  be  distributed,  first  to  his  daughter  and  the 
council,  then  to  the  officers  of  the  crown  and  to  his  courtiers  ; 
and  raising  that  which  he  held  in  his  hand  above  his  head  : 

**  Would  to  Heaven,"  he  said,  **  that  my  son  Pooh-pooh  might 
witness  with  what  honours  I  am  about  to  bum  the  body  of  her 
whose  loss  he  so  much  laments  ;  I  am  well  assured  it  would 
afford  him  considerable  satisfaction." 

At  these  words,  he  was  about  to  set  fire  to  the  four  comers 
of  the  pile,  when  suddenly  the  air  resounded  with  harmonious 
sounds,  and  in  a  few  moments,  Serena,  mounted  on  the  mare 
Jingle,  appeared  before  them. 

The  sensations  which  her  presence  created  in  the  assembled 
crowd  were  extremely  various  in  their  nature  ;  it  arrested  the 
officious  zeal  of  the  Caliph,  and  struck  the  courtiers  with  respect 
for  a  person  in  whose  bearing  there  was  something  august  and 
imposing  ;  from  Radiant  it  elicited  shouts  of  joy  as  she  beheld 
her  lost  parrot  perched  on  the  wrist  of  the  enchantress,  but  it 
threw  the  seneschal's  widow  into  such  confusion  that  she  woul4 
have  been  seen  to  change  colour  had  nature  supplied  that  which 
was  on  her  cheek  ;  while  her  confidant  turned  her  eyes  in  every 
direction  in  the  hopes  of  making  her  escape,  but  soon  felt  that 
her  case  was  .desperate. 

The  learned  Serena,  alighting  from  her  steed,  advanced 
towards  the  pile  ;  in  her  right  hand  she  held  the  wand  of  truth. 
This  wand  was  of  gold  and  so  extremely  brilliant  that  it  over- 
powered the  sight. 
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She  pretended  to  be  ignorant  of  the  occasion  which  had 
given  rise  to  the  spectacle  before  her,  and  on  her  seeking  an 
explanation  from  the  Caliph:  **  It  is  the  body,"  said  he,  "of 
one  May-flower,  which  we  were  about  to  consume  by  fire." 

**  And  of  what  crime  has  she  been  guilty  ?  *'  said  she  in  a 
tone  of  severity.  "What  has  this  May-flower  done  to  you 
l^at  she  should  be  burnt  alive  ?  " 

The  assembled  crowd  started  with  horror,  or  with  joy  at 
these  words.  The  Caliph  begged  her  pardon  for  having  for- 
gotten that  she  was  her  daughter,  but  nevertheless  obstinately 
maintained  that  she  was  dead,  and  the  proof  of  it  was,  that 
they  were  about  to  bum  her. 

Serena,  not  deigning  to  answer  him,  commanded  May-flower 
to  be  taken  down  from  the  pile,  and  having  caused  her  to  be 
laid  upon  a  couch  and  conveyed  into  the  palace,  drew  near  her, 
and  turning  to  the  Caliph : 

**  You  shall  see,*'  she  said,  "  that  she  is  not  dead,  and  there 
are  among  you  those  who  know  it  but  too  well.*' 

At  the  end  of  this  speech,  she  touched  May-flower  on  the 
forehead  with  the  end  of  her  wand,  and  in  an  instant  she  was 
seen  to  revive  and  her  eyes  opened ;  but  her  expression 
depicted  the  astonishment  of  one,  who,  on  awakening  from  a 
long  sleep,  finds  herself  in  a  place  unknown  to  her. 

The  august  Serena  appeared  surprised  at  the  frightful 
change  which  had  taken  place  in  her  appearance.  She 
inquired  for  Pooh-pooh,  who  was  immediately  summoned  to  her 
presence,  for  when  she  spoke  all  obeyed.  No  sooner  did  he 
make  his  appearance  than  the  beautiful  parrot  set  up  a  loud 
shriek  and  clapped  his  wings.  Pooh-pooh  recognised  him  as 
the  bird  he  had  met  with  on  his  road  to  the  sorceress  Dentata ; 
but  in  the  grief  which  absorbed  him,  he  paid  no  great  attention 
to  this  incident,  for  he  was  ignorant  of  what  had  just  taken 
place. 

Serena,  eyeing  him  with  indignation,  exclaimed,  "  Wretch ! 
have  you  the  face  to  appear  in  my  presence,  you  who  engaged 
yourself  at  the  peril  of  your  own  fife  to  answer  for  that  of  May- 
flower !  Was  it  not  treachery  enough  that  you  consented  to 
the  cruel  poison  which,  after  throwing  her  into  a  mortal  languor, 
rendered  her  frightful  to  behold.  But  you  abandoned  her  like 
a  coward  to  the  ruthless  cruelty  of  her  enemies,  and  to  the 
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ikmes,  which  hut  now  were  ahout  to  devour  aE  that  remained 
of  the  mnocent  May-flower  ;  abaudonbg  hee  in  bo  harharous  a> 
manner  only  that  your  treachery-  might  appear  the  more  signaT. 
in  those  eyea  for  which  you  hetrayed  her." 

Pooh-pooh  was   as  UttLe   moved  hy   this  long   tiradb    of 
reproaches  as  though  they  had  heen  addressed  to  another  ;> 
he  was  entirely  taken  up  with  the  death  of  May-flower,  and  his^ 
mind  seemed  to  he  wandermg  in  seaceh  of  her  shade.      But 
the  enchantreeSy  who-  was  only  putting  him  to  the  proof  that 
he  might  triumph  the  more  signally,  addressing  him  again  i 
**  Go/'  said  she,  ^'  and  reoeive  the  reward  which  the  fates  have 
in    store    for   you,    notwithstanding   the  hlackness   of   your' 
infidelity  ;  it  ie  a  recompense  which  you  have  deserved  hy 
your  cour«««  wd  firmae»  in  bnngmg  to  aa  eud  the  most 
arduous  and  perilous  of  enterprises.     **  And  you^  princess," 
she  said,  addressing  Radiant,  **  choose*  or  radier  claim  now 
your  hushand.     You  were  not  indifferent  to  Pooh-pooh  he£ore 
he  had  dared  so  much  in  your  service  ;  everything  now  speaks 
in  his  favour,  and  I  command  you,  on  hehalf  of  the  fates^  to 
name  your  hushand.*' 

Radiant  looked  at  the  beautiful  parrot,  then  at  Pooh-pooh,, 
and  then  at  May-flower,  glancing  several  times  from  one  to  the 
other,  and,  after  musing  a  few  moments:  ''  Let  him  choose- 
for  himself,*'  she  said,  **  between  May-flower,  and  Radiant."    - 

Pooh-pooh  started  at  these  words  ;  and  as  though  just 
awakening  from  a  dream  :  "  Fair  Radiant,**  said  he,  addressing; 
her,  **  I  am  not  worthy  a  giory  to  which  I  now  no  longer  aspiro,, 
and  on  which  indeed  I  have  not  bestowed  a  thought  from,  the.- 
first  moment  I  beheld  the  unfortunate  May-flower;  She  is. 
now  no  more,  and  my  heart  upbraids  me  for  every  instant  that 
I  survive  her.  For  her  alone  did.  I  live,  and  the  only  choice? 
which  is  now  left  me  is  to  follow  her." 

"  What  if  she  still  lived  ?  *'  said  Serena. 

These  words  recalled  him  in  some  measure  to  himself,  and' 
a  gleam  of  hope  stole  into  his  heart  He  knew  the  power  of. 
Serena,  and  throwing  himself  at  her  feet : 

**  What  if  she  live  !  "  he  exclaimed^  "  Let  her  live !  and  if 
her  life  can  be  purchased  at  the  expense  of  mine,. let  Pooh*pooh 
perish,  and  let  May-flower  behold  once  more  the  light  of  day.V 

However  far  from  a  fool  a.  man  may  be,  there  are  always  a. 
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ktuidired  dreomstaiices  Winn,  if  he  bepasnoimtely  ensmoured, 
he  will  buve  no  oontrol  over  his  actions  ;  but  it  is  in  accordance' 
with  propriety  itself  to  betray  a  loss  of  self-possession  tinder  an 
affliction,  such  as  that. ho  imagined  himself  suffering;  So  com- 
pletely dqiriyed  of  ordinary  sense  was  he-  up(m  this  occasion, 
that  he  would  have  remained  prostrate  at  the  feet  of  Serena  till 
the  end  of  the  world,  waiting  for  the  resurrection  of  his  mistress, 
without  ever  dreaming  for  an  instuit  that  she  was  not  dead. 

The  gentle  May-flower,  whose  ears  not  a  word  of  this  con- 
Y^rsation  escaped,  lay  almost  fainting-  upon  her  conch  with 
excess  of  joy  and  gratitude. 

Serena  now  thought  it  time  to  grant  some  relief  to  the  grief 
of  BO  perfect  a  lover.  She  raised  him  in  spite  of  his  will  from' 
the  ground,  where  he  persisted  in  remaining  upon  his  knees 
like  a  criminal  suing  for  pardon  ;  and  laying  aside  the  as^ 
aumed  aspect  of  severity  which  the  had  given  to  her  counte- 
nance and  her  look : 

**  Advance/'  she  said,  ^  advance,  and  behold  once  more  your 
own  May-flower ;  and  if  your  constancy  be  proof  against  the 
frightful  alteration  of  her  appearance,  live  for  her  as  she  will 
live  for  you." 

Pooh-pooh,  on  again  beholding  her,  in  the  first  transports  of 
his  joy,  said  and  did  a  thousand  things  at  which  any  one  un- 
acquainted with  the  nature  of  love  would  have  died  of  laughing. 
He  then  protested  in  the  presence  of  the  whole  court,  taking 
heaven  and  earth  to  witness,  that  he  would  call  no  other  woman 
his  wife  than  May-flower,  It  became  her  to  conibat  this  reso- 
lution by  such  a  dii^lay  of  self^lenial  and  generosity  as  might 
induce  him  to  abandon  it*  Accordingly  she  began  to  protest 
that  her  devotion  and  gratitude  to  him  were  sneh  that  she 
could  not  receive  the  hand  that  wtis  offered  her;  that  her 
conscience  would  not  allow  that  he  should  sacrifice  the  most 
brilliant  fortune,  and  the  most  lovely  princess  in  the  world,  to 
bestow  himself  upon  her,  even  though  she  still  possessed  those 
poor  attractions  which  she  had  now  lost ;  but  that  presenting 
the  frightful  figure  she  then  did,  she  would  rather  a  thousand 
times  perish  than  consent  to  it. 

The  divine  Radiant,  and  the  Caliph  her  father,  played  but 
an  awkward  part  during  tiiis  contest  of  generosity.  He  had 
sufficient  sense  to  perceive  it,  and  addressing  Serena : 

£  E  2 
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*'  This  would  be  all  verj  fine,  indeed,"  said  he,  ''  and  hi^bly 
creditable  to  both  parties,  I  We  no  doubt,  if  there  were  no  such 
person  in  the  world  as  my  daughter  ;  but  is  she — a  handsome, 
fine-grown  girl — ^to  have  no  husband  at  all  ?  or  is  she  to  amuse 
herself  all  her  life  with  the  bird  which  you  haye  just  returned 
to  her.  A  pretty  make-shifi,  indeed,  for  a  young  princess  to 
take  up  with  a  parrot  instead  of  a  husband ! " 

He  was  going  on  to  say  a  great  deal  more,  when  the  illustrious 
Serena,  calling  the  whole  assembly  to  silence,  requested  the 
particular  attention  of  the  Caliph,  his  council,  and  his  courtiers. 
There  was  something  so  noble  in  the  tone  of  her  address,  that 
all  sunk  into  the  most  respectful  silence,  while  the  Moorish 
woman  began  to  tremble  in  all  her  limbs. 

Serena,  taking  the  parrot  which  the  princess  was  holding, 
set  it  down  upon  the  ground  at  some  distance  from  her,  and 
touching  him  on  the  top  of  the  head  with  her  wand,  traced  a 
circle  of  some  width  about  him,  in  the  midst  of  which  there 
immediately  rose  a  thick  vapour  which  entirely  concealed 
him.  The  couch  upon  which  May-flower  lay  extended  was 
subjected  to  the  same  ceremony ;  and  touching  her  on  the 
forehead  she  was  immediately  enveloped  in  a  similar  cloud  of 
Tapour, 

While  the  eyes  of  all  were  attentively  fixed  upon  these  pro- 
ceedings, Jingle  was  pacing  round  and  round  in  a  circle  about 
the  spectators,  and  the  ringing  of  her  bells  gave  forth  a  concord 
of  sounds  which  so  surpassed  all  her  previous  performances, 
that  all  were  breathless  with  admiration. 

Of  what  marvellous  assistance  is  a  little  magic  to  unravel 
the  meshes  of  a  plot,  and  bring  about  the  end  of  a  tale.  So 
long  as  Jingle  continued  to  gallop  about,  so  long  did  May- 
flower and  the  parrot  continue  wrapt  in  the  clouds  which  sur* 
rounded  them.  But  when  the  enchantress  struck  the  earth 
thrice  with  her  wand,  Jingle  suddenly  halted,  the  clouds  dis- 
persed, and  in  the  place  where  the  parrot  had  been  set,  there 
appeared  a  young  man  of  the  handsomest  and  the  most  charming 
f^ure  in  the  world* 

Pooh-pooh  immediately  recognised  his  brother,  Prince 
Phoenix,  and  uttered  a  cry  of  amazement.  But  just  as  the 
latter  was  about  to  throw  himself  into  his  arms,  Pooh-pooh, 
turning  round,   beheld   May-flower  a  thousand  times  more 
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^beautiful,  and  a  thousand  times  more  blooming  than  she  had 
appeared  to  him  when  first  he  saw  her  beside  the  rivulet,  or 
eyen  than  when  he  had  gazed  with  so  much  delight  upon  her 
sleeping  form. 

The  people  expressed  their  astonishment  bj  a  confusion  of 
reiterated  cries,  the  courtiers  bj  exaggerated  speeches,  and 
the  Caliph  by  tears  of  joy. 

Badiant  attentively  contemplated  a  metamorphosis  which  did 
not  appear  to  displease  her ;  while  the  eyes  of  Phoenix  were 
pveted  upon  hers. 

But  the  impassioned  Pooh-pooh,  wildly  ^ving  a  loose  to  the 
excess  of  his  joy,  was  about  to  exhibit  a  thousand  proofs  of  it 
at  the  feet  of  May-flower,  had  not  Serena  arrested  him  as  he 
was  on  the  point  of  throwing  himself  before  her,  and  taking 
him  by  the  hand,  led  him  beside  his  brother.  They  now  fell 
into  each  other's  arms,  and  exchanged  the  most  a^ectionate 
embraces  in  the  world,  but  were  shortly  interrupted  in  their 
expressions  of  brotherly  love  by  the  act  of  Serena  placing  the 
Princess  Radiant  immediately  before  them. 

**  Carefully  survey  these  two  brothers,"  she  said  ;  "  weigh 
with  deliberation  the  services  of  the  one,  and  the  charms  of 
the  other  ;  but,  above  all,  consult  the  movement  of  your  own 
heart  ere  you  decide  upon  a  choice  which  your  destiny  renders 
irrevocable  :  which  of  these  two  princes  do  you  choose  for  your 
husband  ;  you  cannot  make  an  unworthy  choice,  nor  can  he 
whom  you  choose  refuse  to  become  yours." 

Pooh-pooh,  in  a  great  measure  tranquillised  by  the  appear- 
ance of  Phoenix,  trembled  nevertheless  lest  the  devil  should 
tempt  her  to  fix  upon  him.  But  as  there  could  be  no  com- 
parison between  them  in  point  of  beauty,  Radiant  hesitated  not 
a  moment  in  her  choice,  and  gave  her  hand  at  once  to  the 
handsome  brother.  Serena  then  joined  those  of  Pooh-pooh 
and  May-flower,  this  being  all  the  ceremony  required  in  those 
days  for  the  solemnisation  of  marriages  ;  and  never  since  mar- 
riages first  came  into  fashion,  were  princes  better  married  nor 
brides  more  perfectly  contented  with  their  lot.    y^ 

The  Caliph  not  a  whit  less  delighted  hims^  ordered  all 
the  cannon  to  be  fired,  bonfires  to  be  lighted  at  the  corner  of 
every  street,  fireworks  to  be  let  off  on  the  river  and  in  the 
public  squares,  largess  to  be  showered  among  the  people,  and 
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■^6  fountains  tD  flow  whh  wine  instesd  of  water*  As  to  the 
Biagnifioent  rejoioingB  whieh  were  to  take  plaoe  at  court,  he 
iondertook  the  care  of  these  hknselfy  and  in  all  -the  world  theme 
was  not  a  prince  to  equal  him  for  the  management  of  a  festFRaL 
But  ere  he  returned  into  the  palaee  hent  on  this  im|NRtant  pur- 
pose^  Berena  informed  him  that  the  drama  whieh  she  had '  jnsC 
enacted  was  only  concluded  as  regarded  the  Tewavd  of  firtoB, 
and  that  there  was  yet  something  more  for  the  wand  of  tnith 
'to  acoomplish. 

The  seneschal's  widow  and  her  confidante  had  irigh  been 
forgotten,  so  completely  was  every  one  ahsorhed  in  the  general 
rejoicing ;  hut  the  equitahle  Serena,  who  allowed  nothing'  t» 
escape  her,  touched  their  foreheads  with  the  inficdlihle  wand. 
All  the  change  l^e  seneschal's  widow  su£Fered  by  this  process 
was  the  tumbling  off  of  about  four  fingers'  tbiokness  of  paint 
from  each  cheek,  as  much  from  her  forehead,  and  about  twiee 
as  much  ^m  her  throat  and  breast.     What  remained  afiter 
this  abstraction  was  a  wrinkled  hag,  whose  ridiculous  figure^ 
tricked  out  in  the  youthful  finery,  which  she  still  retained, 
was  enough  to  make  one  die  of  laughter. 

The  entire  ehange  which  the  person  of  the  Moorish  woman 
underwent,  revealed  the  horrible  features  of  Deniata,  who  had 
assumed  this  disguise  in  order  to  carry  out  her  project  of 
Tongeance.  May-Flower  began  to  be  seised  with  the  same 
terrors  with  which  the  old  witch  had  formerly  inspired  her,  but 
Serena  soon  dissipated  them  by  thus  addressing  the  OaUph? 
^^  Sire,''  she  said,  ^the  fate  of  these  wretdies  is  an  your 
hands  ;  it  is  for  you  to  pronounce  their  sentence.'^ 

<<  Well,"  said  he,  '*  in  tlwt  case  they  shall  not  linger  long. 
Send  for  my  provost-qnarshal,  fight  up  the  pile,  set  the  soroeresB 
on  the  top  of  it,  and  send  the  seneschal's  widow  to  Bedlam." 

In  Tain  did  the  gentle  nature  of  May-flower  indinB  lar 
mercy.  Pooh-pooh  had  not  forgotten  the  croeltieB  die  had 
practised  towards  her  ;  he  felt  the  box  on  the  ear  so  nnjostlf 
dealt  h^  still  tingling  on  his  eheek,  and  confirmed  the  sentenee 
passed  upon  the  odious  Dentate.  Aj  for  the  seneschal's  widoec, 
no  one  pitied  her  late. 

The  illustrious  and  charming  oempany  then  betook  them- 
selves to  the  palaoe,  leaving  tiie  executioners  to  do  their 
duty. 
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The  Caliph  began  'by  isBtting  all  the  necessary  orders  tck 
the  approaching  f^e,  which  was  to  eclipse  in  magnificence 
sM  that  he  had  ever  yet  ^yen  ;  and  he  had  given  some  of  the 
most  marvellous  grandeur.  While  the  execution  of  his  orders 
was  giving  rise  to  a  scene  of  busy  activity,  anxious  to  do 
the  honours  of  his  court  in  person  to  Serena,  he  made  her 
admire  the  various  beauties  of  a  superb  saloon  which  had  been 
completed  shortly  after  the  birth  of  Radiant.  Doubtless, 
there  was  nothing  in  his  palace  worthier  the  attention  of 
the  learned  enchantress,  for  even  the  inaccessible  abode  which 
she  had  built  for  herself  scarcely  boasted  of  anything  so 
marvellous  or  so  splendid.  The  Caliph  perceiving  her  adnu- 
ration,  "  Don't  run  away  with  the  idea,"  said  he,  **that  it  is 
'  I  who  have  imagined  all  this.  You  mnst  know  that  during  the 
pregnancy  of  the  late  queen,  I  had  a  dream,  in  which  I  thought 
that  she  was  brought  to  bed  of  a  little  dragon,  who,  imme- 
'diately  he  was  born,  began  to  gnaw  the  whites  of  my  eyes.  I 
consnhed  all  the  learned  men  on  the  subject  of  a  dream  which 
caused  me  considerable  anxiety.  Some  said  that  I  should  have 
a  son  who  would  dispossess  me  of  my  throne,  after  putting  my 
eyes  out ;  others  maintained  that  he  would  only  cast  my  glory 
into  the  shade,  either  by  feats  of  arms,  or  by  the  vivacity  of  his 
wit,  which  was  to  eclipse  the  light  of  my  own.  My  only  anxiety 
was,  lest  the  first  prediction  should  be  fulfilled.  At  last,  one 
who  pretended  to  deeper  skill  than  the  rest,  assured  me  that 
this  son  would  threaten  the  tranquillity  of  my  mind,  or  that  of 
my  donunions,  unless  I  could  raise  np  this  building  before  his 
birth  ;  he  gave  me  the  plan  of  it,  such  as  you  now  see  it,  and 
^undertook  to  carry  it  into  execution.  But  in  spite  of  all  the 
diligence  he  could  use,  the  queen,  my  spouse,  was  delivered  of 
Ra^ant  before  it  could  be  completed.  All  my  fears  ceased, 
when,  instead  of  the  diabolical  little  dragon  of  a  son,  with 
which  their  predictions  threatened  me,  I  beheld  myself  the 
father  of  the  loveliest  girl  the  world  had  ever  seen ;  for  in  fact 
she  was  only  too  beautiful,  as  we  subsequently  had  occasion  to 
&d  out ;  for  if  your  gracious  self  and  Pooh-pooh  had  not  taken 
the  matter  in  hand,  my  whole  court  would,  at  this  moment,  be 
livery  one  of  them  as  blind  as  bats.  But  you,  from  whom 
nothing  is  hidden,  can,  no  doubt,  tell  me  how  it  came 
to  be  interpreted,  that  I  should  have  a  son  instead  of  a 
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daughter  ?  What  was  the  object  of  building  this  saloon,  with 
all  its  ornaments  ? — in  short,  what  was  the  meaning  of  the 
whole  dream,  for  it  must  have  had  respect  to  Radiant,  seeing 
that  it  bore  upon  the  subject  of  eyes  ?  " 

"Do  you  wish  to  know?"  said  Serena.  "Here  is  the 
explanation  of  the  whole  mystery.  Your  dream  was  purely 
and  simply  a  dream,  your  interpreters  were  impostors  <Nr 
ignorant  fools,  and  he  who  advised  you  to  build  this  saloon 
was  an  architect  who  wanted  to  profit  by  the  advice  he  g&ye 
you.  But  let  us  join  our  lovers,  and  you  will  learn  some 
further  and  more  particular  account  of  the  fatal  effects 
which  were  produced  for  a  certain  time  by  the  eyes  of 
Radiant." 

The  two  brothers  had  been  at  no  loss  how  to  bestow  their 
time  during  this  conversation ;  they  were  both  passioiiately 
enamoured,  and  both  found  favour  in  the  eyes  of  the  two  most 
charming  creatures  in  the  world.  Their  beauty,  it  is  true, 
was  of  a  different  character  ;  that  of  Radiant  inspired  amaze* 
ment,  but  May-Flower's  had  a  touching  grace ;  one  dazzled 
the  eye,  the  other  insinuated  itself  to  the  very  bottom  of  the 
heart,  as  it  disclosed  a  succession  of  nameless  charms,  which 
are  felt  better  than  they  are  expressed. 

The  handsome  Phoenix,  after  again  exchanging  caresses 
with  a  brother  whom  he  tenderly  loved,  was  on  the  point  of 
satisfying  the  desire  he  felt  of  learning  what  adventures  had 
befallen  him  since  their  separation,  when  the  Caliph  and  the 
illustrious  Serena  joined  them. 

Pooh-pooh  begged  that  they  would  be  pleased  to  aUow  the 
recital  to  take  place  in  their  presence,  and  Phoenix  began  aa 
follows : — 

THE  STORY  OP  PHCENIX. 

When  Prince  Bulfinch  and  I  parted  from  each  other  in 
search  of  adventures — 

"And  who,  if  you  please,"  said  the  Caliph,  "may  Prince 
Bulfinch  be?" 

"  I,"  said  Pooh-pooh,  "am  that  individual ;  I  laid  aside  the 
name,  I  cannot  tell  why,  and  assumed  that  which  I  now  bear, 
and  which  I  am  resolved  to  bear  to  the  end  of  my  days,  for 
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under  tKat  name  was  it  that  I  became  known  to  the  lovely 
May-Flower." 

Pooh-pooh  then  informed  them  of  that  part  of  his  adventures 
T^ith  which  they  were  not  acquainted,  up  to  the  time  of  his 
parting  with  Phoenix,  who  then  resumed  his  narrative. 

We  had  agreed,  said  he,  as  he  has  hut  now  related  to  you« 
that  whichever  of  us  failed  in  his  design  of  establishing 
himself  should  return  and  take  possession  of  our  dominions^ 
provided  the  other  should  have  secured  his  fortune  elsewhere. 
As  for  myself  I  renounced  all  idea  of  ever  availing  myself  of 
this  resource  ;  and,  proud  of  the  advantages  df  which  I  imagined 
myself  possessed,  I  thought  of  nothing  but  parading  my  face 
and  figure  about  the  world  for  admiration.  JBut  the  hearts  I 
succeeded  in  touching  in  the  first  instance  had  nothing  in  the 
way  of  money  or  charms  to  attract  me  in  turn,  and  I  thought 
I  should  be  more  likely  to  find  my  reckoning  in  Circassia,  a 
country  which  has  always  been  famous  for  its  beauties. 

It  was  governed  by  a  queen,  after  the  death  of  the  king 
her  husband,  who  had  left  four  daughters  behind  him,  the 
eldest  of  which  was  to  reign  as  soon  as  she  had  attained  her 
majority. 

Hereupon  did  I  build  my  project  of  obtaining  a  settlement 
for  myself;  but  fortune,  who  had  a  treasure  infinitely  more 
precious  in  store  for  me,  frustrated  my  intentions  ;  for,  ere  I 
had  reached  the  country,  I  was  apprised  of  the  disaster  of  the 
rojal  family  in  consequence  of  a  most  unexpected  revolution. 

A  certain  petty  prince,  upon  the  score  of  some  ill-grounded 
pretensions,  having  incited  the  minds  of  a  fickle  and  suspicious 
people  to  revolt,  and  gained  over  by  bribery  the  nobles  of  the 
kingdom,  had  succeeded  in  seizing  the  reins  of  government  so 
suddenly,  that  the  queen  had  scarcely  been  able  to  escape  with 
her  daughters. 

I  was  hastily  travelling  through  the  kingdom,  unwilling  to 
make  any  stay  amongst  so  peHldious  a  nation,  when  I  was 
arrested  by  order  of  the  tyrant,  by  whom  all  foreigners  were 
eyed  with  suspicion,  as  for  the  most  part  occurs  under  an  usurped 
and  ill-established  power. 

When  I  was  brought  into  his  presence,  I  withheld  from  him 
neither  my  name  nor  the  rank  which  I  held,  and  I  waa 
honoured  with  a  reception  for  which  I  was  totally  unprepared* 
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I  know  not  what  prepoMosfled  a  prince  in  mjfvnmr  who  eobM 
not  have  been  accustomed  to  make  a  display  either  of  geoeroextj 
or  conrtesj.  Kerertheless,  he  detained  me  longer  than  I  wialied 
at  his  court,  where  I  received  the  same  honours  as  were  paid  to 
himself,  and  where  he  seemed  desirons  of  keeping  me  altogether, 
by  offering  me  the  hand  of  his  only  daughter,  a  princess  whose 
inclination  for  mairiage  was  great  in  proportion  as  her  face 
rendered  the  consummation  of  her  wishes  improbable.      Hca* 
person  was  deformed,  and  a  pair  of  diminutiye  eyes    had 
mformed  me  of  her  favourable  disposition  long  before  her 
father  eonmnmicated  his  proposal ;  but  I  was  repugnant  to 
form  an  alliance  wi^  a  usurper  ;  and,  without  wishing  to  flatter 
myself,  I  think  it  was  with  considerable  dignity  that  [  rejected 
his  offer,  and  politely  sent  his  little  hump-backed  daughter  to 
the  deuce. 

I  had  quitted  Oircassia  when  chance  conducted  me  into  an 
old  mansion,  which,  though  it  certainly  had  a  superb  appear- 
ance, I  imagined,  in  the  first  instance,  to  be  uninhabited,  for  it 
was  a  considerable  time  before  I  could  meet  with  a  living  soul. 
Those  who  resided  in  this  gloomy  abode  remained  shut  up 
within  their  particular  apartments,  and  when  they  happened  to 
leave  them,  appeared  studiously  to  shun  each  other,  I  was 
surprised  at  so  savage  a  custom,  for  it  appeared  to  me  that 
they  might  easily  have  dissipated  their  gloom  by  humanising 
one  with  snother. 

Seeking  some  one  from  whom  I  could  obtain  an  expla- 
nation of  this  state  of  things,  I  entered  an  apartment  of  decent 
appearance.  There  was  not  a  soul  in  it,  but  I  beheld  a  tables 
upon  which  were  cards  and  counters,  wi^  chairs  set  round  it. 

A  Bftoment  after,  four  magpies  made  their  appearance^ 
followed  each  by  a  starling  supporting  its  tail,  and  acoompanied 
by  a  grave-looking  crow. 

The  magpies,  after  saluting  me  very  civilly,  sat  down,  and 
tegan  to  play,  idiile  the  crow  settled  herself  to  work. 

May-flower  and  Pooh-pooh,  who  had  continually  exchanged 
gknces  during  this  recital,  began  to  nudge  each  other  when 
the  magpies  were  mentioned.  Radiant,  who  had  never  taken 
her  eyes  off  the  handsome  ^Kenix  since  he  had  comm^iced  his 
narrative,  seemed  to  doubt  whether  he  were  speaking  seriouBly. 
Serena  smiled  at  an  adventure  with    which   she  was  not 
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.unacquaiiited,  but  the  Caliph  was  hoLdiag  hiB  sidee  wi^ 
laughter, 

"  Oh,  as  for  this  part  of  the  story,"  said  he,  **  soB-in-law, 
I  see  you  are  a  bit  of  a  trayeUec  I'll  allow  you  the  magpies, 
with  their  tail-hearers  and  their  comtesies,  but  as  for  magpies 
"playing  at  cards,  such  a  .tbing  was  never  seen.'* 

After  vouching  for  the  perfect  veracity  of  his  narrative, 
Fhoanix  continued.  **1  stocni  for  a  long  time  watching  a  game 
which  apparently  was  never  played  by  any  but  magpies,  and 
for  my  part  I  nught  have  been  looking  on  to  this  day,  without 
being  a  bit  the  wiser.  At  last,  one  of  the  magpies,  who  seemed 
of  a  lively  disposition,  after  pronouncing  some  word  which  I 
have  now  forgotten,  jumped  upon  the  table.  I  cannot  tell  how 
it  is  this  word  has  escaped  me,  for  the  other  magpies  screamed 
themselves  hoarse  in  repeating  it ;  the  crow  gravely  pro- 
nounced it,  and  even  the  little  starlings,  who  snuffed  the 
candles,  joined  their  voiees  to  the  concert.  I  was  so  stunned 
with  the  noise,  that  I  duddenly  left  the  apartment,  uncertain 
whether  I  was  dreaming,  or  had  really  witnessed  this  extraor- 
dinary scene. 

On  leaving  this  kingdom,  I  heard  some  account  of  Gash- 
mere,  and  was  informed  that  it  was  the  loveliest  country  in 
the  universe,  jsasd  possessed  the  loveliest  princess  in  the 
world. 

My  only  thought  ^om  that  moment  was  to  hasten  thither 
with  an  the  diligence  I  could  use.  It  was  in  vain  that  everyone 
:expatiated  on  the  dangers  whidb  threatened  those  who  expose 
^themselves  to  her  glances.  "  What  other  danger,"  said  I, 
<'  can  &ere  be  than  that  of  beoomiiig  enamoured  ef  them,  and 
•of  dying  in  an  ecstacy  of  adonation,  should  the  fair  one  prove 
oniel  ? "'  For  I  treated  as  fables  all  the  stories  about  the  £atal 
poison  communioated  by  the  overpowering  bri^tness  of  hen: 
eyes,  ef  whioh  such  marvellous  descdptionB  w^re  gmn,  and 
;6uch  tragical  eonsequences  related. 

"  It  is  not  to  such  a  person  as  Fkcamz,"  said  I,  paffed  up 
with  ridiculous  vanity^  ''that  the  excessive  lustre  of  hear 
beauty  will  prove  £atal.  I  will  seek  her,  then,  and  brave  aH 
tbd  chimerical  dangers  which  surround  her  ■;  and  il^  indeed, 
her  charms  are  fraught  with  so  redoubtable  a  poison,  ^e  ihaM 
idiare  the  fate  to  which  she  ezposea  .otheES,  on  b^olding 
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Phoenlz."  I  make  confesBion,  now,  fair  Radiant,  of  the  ridi« 
culouB  yanitj  which  possessed  me,  only  to  punish  myself  by 
the  shame  which  I  feel  in  avowing  it. 

The  secret  sympathy  which  urged  me  towards  yon«  caused 
me  to  neglect  those  precautions  which  were  necessary  to  avoid 
the  dangers  I  was  threatened  with,  should  I  fail  to  select 
a  proper  route.  I  laughed  to  scorn  all  that  I  was  told  about 
that  upon  which  the  sorceress  Dentata  had  established  the 
scene  of  her  enchantments,  and  as  it  was  the  shortest,  I 
rashly  adopted  it,  nor  was  I  long  ere  I  repented  my  folly. 

I  shall  not  enumerate  all  the  warnings  which  were  given  me, 
as  I  advanced  on  my  road.  I  traversed  tracts  of  waste  country, 
rocky  and  mountainous  regions,  and  after  suffering  a  thousand 
inconveniences,  buried  myself  in  a  wood  where  a  thousand 
monsters  stood  before  me  to  obstruct  my  passage. 

I  thought  to  make  a  display  of  my  bravery,  in  attacking 
the  griffins  who  were  wheeling  about  over  my  head,  while 
hydras  and  leopards  surrounded  me  on  every  side.  Taking 
sword  in  hand,  I  imagined  I  had  wounded  several  of  my 
enemies,  but  after  a  prolonged  combat,  which  exhausted  my 
strength,  and  in  the  course  of  which  I  perceived  the  evident 
intention  of  taking  me  prisoner  rather  than  sacrificing  my  life, 
I  felt  myself  conveyed  to  a  distance  I  know  not  by  what  means, 
and  was  set  down  in  a  garden  of  handsome  appearance,  where 
the  sorceress  was  busily  employed  gathering  herbs. 

With  these  herbs  she  was  about  to  compose  some  horrible 
charm,  for  it  had  to  be  mixed  up  with  the  stUl  reeking  blood 
of  a  man  slaughtered  for  the  occasion.  I  subsequently  di&> 
covered  this  during  my  metamorphosis,  and  it  was  for  this 
purpose  the  griffins  had  brought  me  living  to  her  feet.  Her 
face  filled  me  with  disgust,  but  mine  found  favour  in  the  most 
ruthless  heart  that  ever  existed  ;  I  perceived  this,  and  soon 
discovered  at  what  price  I  might  expect  to  purchase  my  life. 
She  informed  me  that  if  I  would  consent  to  marry  her,  she 
would  make  me  master  of  an  inestimable  treasure,  in  addition 
to  that  of  her  own  precious  person,  but  that  if  I  refused  I 
should  not  be  alive  by  the  next  day's  sun.  Without  waiting 
for  a  reply  she  left  me,  that  I  might  have  time  to  consider  this 
amiable  offer. 

I  was  not  much  inclined  to  die,  and  yet  death  appeared  ta 
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me  to  be  the  more  honourable  and  the  less  difficult  altematiye 
to  embrace. 

'*  If  I  refuse  her  detestable  hand,"  said  I,  "  I  shall  make 

a  most  illustrious  end  of  it,  and  if  I  accept  it,  I  shall  have 

won  a  glorious  establishment  for  myself,  after  travelling  so  far 

to  seek  a  fortune !     Have  I  then  flattered  myself  with  the  vain 

liope  of  finding  favour  in  the  eyes  of  the  divine  Radiant,  she 

whose  glances  no  mortal  has  ever  sustained  ;  have  I  aspired  even 

to  the  glory  of  becoming  hers  ;  to  see  myself  reduced  to  the 

altematiye  of  becoming  the  husband  of  a  frightful  sorceress, 

or  of  dying  an  obscure  death  in  a  miserable  retreat,  where  no 

one  would  dream  that  I  had  ever  penetrated  ?  " 

These  reflections  were  disagreeable  enough,  look  at  them 
which  way  I  would,  and  yet  the  place  in  which  I  made  them 
seemed  like  an  enchanted  region.  I  beheld  the  most  beautiful 
fruit  in  the  worlds  and  especially  some  flgs,  which  appeared 
delicious.  It  was  a  fruit  for  which  at  that  time  I  had 
a  particular  taste :  I  selected  one  of  the  finest ;  I  had  no  sooner 
plucked  it  than  all  my  troubles  were  forgotten,  and  as  soon  as 
I  had  eaten  it  I  fell  asleep. 

When  I  awoke,  I  found  myself  changed  into  a  bird ;  the 
sorceress,  whose  cries  had  awakened  me,  was  standing  beside 
me  in  despair  at  a  metamorphosis  which  was  not  in  accord- 
ance with  her  designs. 

She  suspected  May-Flower  of  having  contributed  to  this 
disaster,  without  troubling  herself  in  what  manner,  and  vowed 
that  sh^  would  punish  her.  I  listened  to  all  these  lamentations 
and  menaces,  but  truth  to  say,  I  was  so  surprised  at  this 
extraordinary  adventure  that  I  flattered  myself  it  was  only 
a  dream,  and  impatiently  awaited  to  be  delivered  from  it  by 
waking,  but  in  vain. 

The  sorceress  took  me  on  her  wrist,  overwhelmed  me  with 
all  the  caresses  which  can  be  bestowed  on  a  bird,  and  told  me 
that  I  must  have  patience,  and  that  in  a  week  or  ten  days  she 
should  have  completed  a  certain  compound  which  would  restore 
me  to  my  former  shape  ;  but  that  I  was  to  be  careful  and  eat 
no  salt  if  I  should  chance  to  find  any.  At  the  end  of  this 
address  she  left  me  in  the  garden,  after  plucking  a  number  of 
herbs  which  I  had  never  before  seen. 
Imagine  the  disorder  of  mind  and  the  consternation  into 
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which  tiiis  adToniare  threw  me.  I  wished  to  deplore  my  miih 
fortane  aloud,  but  instead  of  exclaiming  *'  Hapless  Phcenix  !  '* 
I  said  "Pretty  Poll,  sweetheart!  "  and  instead  of  the  com- 
plaints and  ejaculationfi  that  were  strug^ng  wilMn  me  £or 
utterance,  I  repeated  all  the  saucy  speeches  which  it  is  usual 
to  teach  parrots,  and  which  the  most  troublesome  of  themr 
repeat  one  after  the  other  without  intenral.  I  was  so  mortifiecl:. 
that  I  resolved  never  to  speak  again. 

As  I  was  allowed  to  fly  about  as  nnieh  as  I  liked  in  tiie 
garden,  I  frequently  can^t  sight,  from  the  top  of  some  tree, 
ci  the  sorceress's  house  ;  bi^  whenefrer  I  atten^ted  to  fly  is 
that  direction  my  wings  relused  to  sustain  me,  and  I  made  vpj 
my  mind  that  any  endeavour  to  perform  the  voyage  on  foot 
would  be  equally  useless. 

With  respect  to  all  other  place»,  however^.!  was  permitted: 
to  fly  whither  it  pleased  me.  It  was  while  taking  one  of  my 
usual  airings,  that  I  saw  a  woman  coming  out  of  a  miserable 
hut  thatched  with  straw.  She  carried  a  nnall  bag  under  ben 
arm,  and  seated  herself  beside  a  small  stream,  in  which  she 
washed  several  fishes,  and  then  began  to  salt  them.  Tha 
caution  I  had  received  immediately  occurred  to  me,  and  I 
imagined  I  had  only  been  fbrbiddffli  to  eat  salt  lest  it  should 
restore  me  to  my  finrmer  shape* 

I  flew  to  the  ground  beside  this  woman  ;  my  beauty  delighted 
her,  and  as  I  appeared  remarkably  tame  she  ran  after  me  for 
some  time,  when  suddenly  I  rose  in  the  air,  bearing  off  with 
me  the  poor  woman's  bag,  which  I  went  and  hid  under  a  bush- 
in  an  unfrequented  place.  I  hastened  back  to  the  sorceress's 
garden  immediately  after  this  exploit,  not  daring  to  remain 
longer  abroad  to  try  the  experiment  which  I  meditated ;  butlhe. 
next  day  the  sun  had  no  sooner  risen  than  I  was  on  the  wing. 

It  was  on  that  day  that  I  fell  in  widi  my  dear  brother  ;  my 
surprise  at  meeting  him  was  only  equalled  by  the  joy  I  felt  at 
seeing  him  again.  I  was  dying  for  him  to  take  me  up  in  his 
hands,  instead  of  which  he  troubled  himself  no  further  than 
gazing  at  me.  I  lost  no  time  in  trying  the  effect  of  the  salt, 
but  he  was  a&aid  lest  it  should  hurt  me.  I  wished  to  warn 
him  of  the  danger  with  which  he  was  threatened  in  approaching 
the  sorceress's  dwelling,  but  instead  of  speaking,  I  uttered  a 
loud  burst  of  laughter.     It  was  then  that  in  his  admiration  of 
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m J  form  and  plmnage  he  pronounced  mj  name  in  order  to  flatter 
me.  I  wished  to  reply  to.him,  yes,  dear  brother,  I  am  Fhcenix  ; 
but  inatead  of  this,  all  I  eould  say  was  *'  Pooh-pooh !  "  and  I  felt 
mjaelf  constrained  to  fly  away,  although  I  was  in  despair. 

Two  days  afterwards,  in  tiie  midst  of  my  anxiety  for  the 
Bftfety  of  Bulfineh)  I  heard  from  the  garden  the  frightful  yelk 
of  the  sorceress^ 

It  was  you,  my  dear  brother,  for  whose  safety  I  waE  in  such, 
fear,  who  were  the  cause  of  her  despair.  You  had  just  carried, 
off  her  treasures  and  disarmed  her  fiiry,  for  the  principal 
strength  of  her  enchantments  consisted  in  the  mare  and  the 
luminous  hat  of  which  you  had  possessed  yourself.  It  was  not 
till  then  that  I  was  permitted  to  fly  towards  her  abode,  which 
I  was  unable  to  reach  until  she  was  returning  from  her 
pursuit  of  jovL, 

**  At  least,''  she  exclaimed,  **1  shall  have  the  pleasure  of 
being  half  revenged  for  the  treachery  of  the  infamous  May^ 
Flower  ;  the  thief  who  seduced  her  in  order  to  betray  me,  has 
1^  her  in  Jingle* s  place,  half  smothered  in  the  straw,  where 
^e  gave  herself  up  to  him.    Now  then  for  my  vengeance." 

So  saying,  she  entered  the  stable  where  she  had,  beea 
deceived  by  May^Flower's  head-dress,  in  which  the  wretched 
Dentillo  was  equipped,  without  having  it  in  his  powor  to  tell 
his  mother  that  it  was  he..  Dentata,  without  giving  a  second 
look  at  what  she  wa&  doing,  set  flre  to  the  hay,  and  went  out 
shutting  the  door  of  the  stable  behind  her,  so  fearful  was  she 
lest  her  intended  victim  should  escape. 

She  then  hastened  home  to  the  oidy  consolations  which 
were  now  left  her  in  her  affliction.  But  they  were  not  to  be 
found  in  a  hiffry,  for  I  was  in  the  oak  where  I  kept  snug  and 
out  of  sight,  while  I  heard  the  yells  of  her  only  son,  to  whom< 
the  flames  had  allowed'  the  use  of  his  tongue  again,  by  con- 
soming  the  hay  with  which  his  mouth  had  been  stuffed. 

Meanwhile,  the  sorceress  findhig  nothing  at  home,  and 
suspecting  some  fresh  disaster,  returned  to  the  stable,  which, 
she  found  enveloped  in  flames.  Nevertheless  she  opened  the . 
door,  and  through  the  flames  and  the  smoke,  beheld  her 
darling  hope  ending  his  days  after  the  same  fasluon  as  that  in 
which  Heaven  had  decreed  she  should  end  her  own.  The 
littie  toad  was  grilled  to  a  turn. 
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The  Bcream  which  she  uttered  at  this  spectaele  was  so 
terrible  that  it  thrilled  me  with  horror,  and  the  oak  on  which 
I  was  perched  shook  again.    So  violent  was  it  that  the  long 
tooth  which  stuck  out  of  her  mouth  was  driven  to  a  cUstanee 
of  more  than  fifty  paces,  and  shattered  into  a  thousand  frag- 
ments.    Any  one  else  would  have  felt  but  little  regret  at  such 
a  loss,  but  it  served  only  to  increase  her  fury.      **  I  am 
undone,"  she  cried ;  **  all  my  charms  are  deserting  me,  and 
I  shall  have  to  resort  to  artifice."    Uttering  these   words 
she  ran  home,  while  I  left  my  hiding-place  and  made  my  escape 
during  her  absence.     I  flew  with  ^  my  might,  and  as  night 
was  falling,  I  chanced  upon  the  bush  where  I  had  hidden  mj 
salt.     I  now  began  to  hope  that  the  sorceress  would  not  find 
me  again.     ** Thank  Heaven,**  said  I,  ''I  am  delivered  from 
the  cruel  alternative  of  choosing  between  death  and  such  a 
savoury  spouse  ;  nevertheless,  here  I  am,  a  parrot  for  the  rest 
of  my  days." 

I  shall  not  relate  all  that  I  had  to  endure  ere  I  could  reach 
the  fortunate  region  in  which  my  miseries  were  to  tenninate* 
I  had  nearly  died  of  hunger  amid  the  barren  wastes  where 
I  could  find  no  fruits  to  feed  on,  and  moreover  unused  as  I  was 
to  flying,  I  could  only  travel  by  very  short  stages  at  a  time. 
All  who  saw  me  ran  after  me  to  catch  me,  and  my  only  places 
of  refuge  were  the  tops  of  trees  ;  even  there  I  was  not 
altogether  secure  against  the  little  urchins  who  attacked  mo 
with  sticks  and  stones  and  clambered  up  after  ma 

I  recovered  from  all  my  fatigue,  however,  the  moment  I  had 
reached  this  delightful  region.  The  infernal  Dentata  had 
followed  me  unperceived,  for  I  could  have  no  suspicion  of  her 
presence  under  the  disguise  which  she  had  assumed.  She 
reached  the  confines  of  Cashmere  soon  after  me,  and  kept  up 
side  by  side  with  me,  but  without  any  appearance  of  design.  I 
was  accustomed  to  see  myself  admired  by  all  who  beheld  me,  so 
that  I  was  not  surprised  at  the  attention  which  she  bestowed 
upon  me,  and  I  could  always  get  out  of  reach  if  any  one 
approached  too  near. 

As  I  was  somewhat  puzzled  what  was  to  become  of  me, 
although  I  was  in  a  country  where  a  hundred  million  parrots 
might  have  lived  like  princes,  I  frequently  fell  into  a  brown 
study.     She  perceived  this,  and  looking  at  me  with  affection 
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SB  I  stood  perched  on  the  top  of  a  tree :  ^'  What  a  pity,*'  she 
cried,  '*•  that  so  heautiful  a  parrot  should  haye  strayed  away. 
Ko  douht  he  helongs  to  a  king  or  some  fair  one  who  is,, 
perhaps,  at  this  moment,  in  despair  at  having  lost  him.  Who 
knows  but  he  may  belong  to  the  loveliest  of  the  lovely  ?  But 
liad  he  belonged  to  Radiant,  he  never  would  have  preferred  his 
liberty  to  the  pleasure  of  beholding  her.  If  he  were  not  so 
"wild,"  she  continued,  seeing  that  I  was  making  my  way  down 
from  branch  to  branch  in  order  to  listen  to  her  ;  *'  if  he  were 
not  so  wild,  he  would  let  me  catch  him,  and  I  would  make  the 
handsomest  present  to  the  beautiful  Radiant  that  her  father's 
kingdom  coidd  furnish,  by  presenting  her  with  the  handsomest 
bird  in  the  world.  How  happy  would  be  his  lot  to  be  the 
delight  of  the  fairest  creature  in  the  imiverse !  And  what 
mortal  would  not  exchange  lots  with  a  parrot  who  would  daily 
have  an  opportunity  of  gazing  on  charms  which  the  fair  think 
not  of  concealing  from  a  bird." 

How  well  did  she  know  whom  she  was  addressing — ^the 
insinuating  serpent !  I  was  so  transported  at  the  prospect, 
that  she  had  but  to  hold  out  her  hand  as  she  finished  speaking, 
and  I  perched  on  it  as  lightly  as  I  could. 

The  eagerness  I  betrayed  had  well  nigh  proved  as  fatal  as 
it  was  evident.  I  saw  her  countenance  change  from  the 
moment  she  had  me  in  her  power  ;  her  eyes  appeared  to 
sparkle ;  she  grasped  my  claws  firmly  with  one  hand,  and 
twice  placed  the  other  about  my  neck,  as  though  she  would 
have  twisted  it.  I  was  at  a  loss  how  to  account  for  this 
emotion ;  but  it  soon  became  clear  to  me  when  the  wand  of 
Serena  discovered  the  horrible  Dentata  beneath  the  black  skin 
of  the  Moorish  woman. 

Fortunately  for  me  she  overcame  the  first  impulses  of  tho- 
vengeance  and  fury  which  inspired  her.  It  better  suited  her 
designs  to  spare  my  life  ;  meanwhile  she  efiectually  contrived 
to  prevent  my  escape  imtil  we  arrived  at  this  court. 

From  that  day  my  happiness  commenced.  My  parrot's 
eyes  were  able  to  sustain  the  fatal  lustre  of  those  of  the 
adorable  Radiant,  and  through  the  effects  of  some  unknown 
charm,  people  who  had  not  dared  look  at  her  fifty  paces  off, 
had  but  to  take  me  on  their  wrists,  and  they  could  gaze  with 
all  the  security  in  the  world.    I  shall  not  now  ezpatiato  ozi 
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Ihe  transpcvto  of  defif^t  with  wfaidi  I  mm  fued  •(  dv 
imiooent  careflses  whioh  she  hesUmed  on  me.  On  a  thoiiBMiA 
eocMions,  the  oireamstanoeB  of  whidi  I  i^ell  pass  over  ia 
aUence,  the  promises  held  oat  to  me  hj  tiie  sovceiess  wetm 
faMUed,  and  under  the  shape  of  a  parrot  I  was  hut  too  richly 
rowarded,  while  in  the  soeiety  of  Radiant^  for  all  the  homn 
I  had  felt  at  the  repvlsiTe  adranees  of  Dentata.  Under  that 
riiape»  in  short,  I  first  found  favour  in  the  loveliest  eyes  the 
world  can  boast,  and  too  happy  should  I  he  could  I  hope  to 
make  an  impFessioa  equally  faTommble  under  that  whioh  I 
hare  resumed. 

The  handsome  Phoenix  here  ceased  speaking,  and  although 
Radiant  had  blushed  more  than  once  towards  the  end  of  hia 
muTatiye,  her  beautiful  eyes  did  not  fail  to  assure  him  that  he 
had  lost  nothing  in  her  estimation  by  ceasing  to  be  a  parrot. 

The  Caliph  l£ought  the  adventures  of  his  son-in-law  diyerlang 
enough,  and  was  well  pleased  that  he  had  refused  the  hand 
of  the  hump-backed  princess  which  had  been  offered  him  m 
Circassia. 

"  But  come,  Master  Phoenix,"  said  he,  "  lay  your  hand  on 
your  heart,  and  tell  us  frankly,  had  you  never  been  changed 
into  a  parrot,  whether  you  wotdd  not  sooner  hare  married  the 
sorceress,  her  mother,  her  grandmother,  and  all  the  Dentataa 
in  the  world,  than  let  your  throat  be  cut  like  a  booby  ?  For 
my  part  I  am  as  nice  as  another ;  but  in  my  opinion  life  is 
life.  Howerer,  nerer  mind  what  I  should  haye  dcme ;  all  I 
hope  is,  that  the  kingdom  of  Circassia,  which  shall  be  yours 
when  I  am  tired  of  it  myself,  and  the  hand  of  Radiant,  which 
is  yours  at  this  present  moment,  will  make  up  £ar  your  refusal 
of  the  infanta  of  Circassia." 

<'As  for  your  brother  Bulfinch,  although  he  is  not  so 
wealthily  married,  he  ap[toars  so  happy  with  his  wife  and  his 
mother-in-law,  Serena,  that  you  need  not  fear  his  envying 
you;  for  what  with  his  happy  naok  of  turning  things  to 
account,  his  little  domimons,  and  what  Serena  may  some  day 
leaye  them,  he  won't  be  so  badly  off  after  alL" 

The  modest  May-flower,  who,  though  deyoid  of  ambitioni 
would  haye  wished  that  she  had  been  bom  heiress  to  the  whole 
tmiyerse.  Unshed  at  wiiat  the  Caliph  said.,   She  waa  mot 
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#»hamed  to  owe  her  existence  to  so  marveHoiu  a  peraenage  a»' 
Serena ;   but  it  was  not  without  mortification  that  she  heard 
a(  detail  of  all  the  advantages  whieh  Radiazit  possessed,  to 
ensure  the  happiness  of  her  husband,  and  reflected  that  Pooh- 
pooh  had  r^sed  all  these  for  her  sake. 

The  equitable  Serena  beheld  her  embarrassment,  and  divined 
her  secret  thoughts  ;  requesting  then  to  be  heard  in  her  turn ;, 

**  Learn,  Caliph  of  Cashmere,"  tike  said,  ''  you  who  certainly 
are  under  some  obligation  to  Pooh-pooh,  that  he  wiU  have  no 
occasion  to  envj  the  fortane  of  his  brother.  Tou  have  been 
witnesses  of  his  preference  of  Maj-flower  when  at  the  point  of 
death,  of  May-flower  disfigured  and  horrible  to  behold ;  and 
to  sum  up  all,  even  of  the  very  memory  of  May>flower^  to  the 
possession  of  Radiant  in  the  height  of  all  her  glory.  Judge, 
then,  if  in  his  present  condition,  he  has  not  every  reason  to  be 
satisfied  with  his  lot.  But  learn,  al^o,  that  Serena  is  not  the 
sister  of  Bentata,  nor  is  May-flower  the  daughter  of  Serena. 
Here  is  her  history  and  mine." 

HISTORY  OF  SERENA. 

Between  the  Tigris  and  the  Euphrates  there  exists  a  vast 
extent  of  level  country,  the  rich  fertility  of  which  is  unequalled,, 
save,  perhaps,  in  the  kingdom  of  Cashmere.  Over  this  tract 
(^  land  my  father  reigned  as  sovereign  ;  of  all  mortals  he  had* 
penetrated  furthest  into  the  most  impenetrable  secrets  of 
nature ;  but  as  he  was  devoted  entirely  to  his  speculations, 
he  neglected  the  government  of  his  dominions  ia  order  to 
scrutinise  that  of  the  stars  above. 

His  territories,  watered  by  the  two  largest  streams  in  the 
universe,  were  so  rich  that  his  subjects  became  too  wealthy. 
The  most  powerful  of  them  felt  their  strength  and  perceived 
his  weakness.  Every  one  established  himself  m  the  manner 
which  best  suited  him,  while  their  prince,  far  &om  being  troubled 
at  tiieir  independence,  appeared,  on  the  contrary,  delighted 
to  be  rid  of  a  country  in  which  there  were  no  mountains, 
these  having  become  necessary  to  him  for  the  further  develop- 
ment of  scientific  inquiries  to  which  he  had  already  sacrificed 
00  much.  He  quitted  his  country  accordingly  in  search  of 
them,  and  while  he  travelled  from  mountain  to  mountain^ 
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holding  oonrerse  with  the  celestial  hodies,  the  earUilj  poesessions 
he  had  left  behind  him  were  quietly  seized  by  other  hands. 

The  intelligence  he  received  of  this  produced  no  effect  upon 
him  ;  love  alone  had  any  power  to  disturb  him,  nor  was  it  the 
least  of  Cupid's  conquests  to  triumph  over  the  genius  of  a  man 
plunged  in  abstract  meditations  on  the  most  elevated  subjects 
of  contemplation. 

I  know  not  by  what  chance  he  was  led  to  descend  from. 
these  mountain  heights  into  Circassia,  where  a  more  powerful 
impulse  than  that  which  he  had  hitherto  obeyed,  inspired  him 
with  a  taste  for  mortal  beauty.  He  became  enamoured,  and 
the  fiurest  of  the  fair  Circassians  disdained  not  to  accept  the 
hand  of  a  prince  deprived  of  his  dominions. 

I  doubt  but  she  repented  her  choice  ;  for,  instead  of  deyoting 
his  attention  to  his  domestic  establishment,  he  hastened  back 
to  pursue  his  studies  on  the  mountain  tops.  However  shocked 
his  spouse  may  have  been  at  the  eagerness  with  which  he  gave 
himself  up  to  pre-occupations  which  ought  not  to  have  intruded 
themselves  upon  the  newly-tasted  joys  of  a  love  marriage,  she 
determined  to  follow  him  ;  and  it  was  upon  the  same  mountain 
which  May-flower  and  Pooh-pooh  ascended  on  their  road 
Idther  that  my  father  established  the  head-quarters  of  his 
erratic  speculations. 

He  selected  for  his  retreat  that  part  of  the  mountain  which 
is  rendered  frightful  by  rocks  and  precipices  ;  and  here  he 
began  to  carry  his  investigations  into  the  bowels  of  the  earth, 
after  having  exhausted  the  celestial  regions  of  all  the  knowledge 
they  are  capable  of  yielding  to  the  human  mind. 

He  soon  attained  such  a  degree  of  perfection  as  it  is 
almost  impossible  to  attain  in  this  marvellous  branch  of  study, 
through  the  pursuit  of  which  succeeding  generations  bave 
beheld  so  many  superior  minds  degenerate  into  visionaries,  and 
80  many  and  such  solid  treasures  dissipated  in  the  vain  search 
after  an  imaginary  benefit. 

The  result  of  his  labours  left  him  nothing  to  desire ;  ho 
could  convert  at  his  will  all  the  metals  into  gold,  and  the 
invisible  powers  dispersed  in  the  air  were  obedient  to  his 
commands.  Through  their  ministry  he  erected  himself  a  palace 
in  the  midst  of  this  mountain,  in  which  even  the  commonest 
utensils  glittered  with  gold,  or  sparkled  with  precious  stones. 
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It  was  in  this  habitation,  then  newly  built,  that  I  came  into 
tlie  world.  The  next  year  my  mother  gave  birth  to  a  second 
daughter.  I  inherited  my  father's  love  for  the  sciences,  while 
my  sister  shared  the  tastes  as  well  as  the  beauty  of  my  mother. 
But  marvellous  and  splendid  as  was  our  retreat,  my  mother  and 
my  sister  both  complained  of  its  solitude.  One  wished  to  behold 
once  more  the  country  in  which  she  had  first  seen  the  light, 
while  the  other  desired  to  ramble  over  the  delightful  plains 
Situated  between  the  Tigris  and  the  Euphrates,  which  her 
father  had  abandoned  for  the  barren  spot  in  which  she  was 
pining  away  with  languor  and  weariness. 

My  father  perceived  this,  and  soon  after,  my  mother,  notwith- 
standing the  little  exhibition  of  reluctance  which  they  made  to 
part  from  him,  set  out  for  Circassia,  accompanied  by  my  sister, 
'who  was  far  more  delighted  than  she  pretended  to  be  at 
bidding  us  good-bye. 

Money  was  of  no  importance  to  the  master  of  such  a  secret 
as  he  possessed,  and  the  magnificent  equipage  in  which  they 
made  their  appearance  in  my  mother's  native  country,  was 
worthy  the  foxier  position  of  my  father. 

The  King  of  Circassia  no  sooner  beheld  my  sister  than  ho 
gave  her  a  glorious  preference  over  all  the  beauties  of  Circassia. 
The  fairest  of  these  beauties  were  in  despair  that  a  stranger 
should  come  and  carry  off  a  heart  for  whose  conquest  they  had 
struggled  in  vain.  Some  withered  away  with  envy,  others 
burst  with  spite,  but  my  poor  mother  died  with  joy. 

My  father  received  intelligence  of  both  events  at  the  same 
■time,  and  bore  them  with  true  philosophy.  For  my  part,  I 
confess  that  the  joy  I  felt  at  one  of  these  soon  consoled  me  for 
my  grief  at  the  other.  I  was  now  entirely  occupied  improving 
myself  in  the  study  of  the  sciences,  in  which  I  made  sufficient 
progress,  and  for  which  my  taste  increased  in  proportion  as  I 
felt  myself  acquiring  new  light. 

At  last  my  father,  after  communicating  all  the  knowledge 
my  mind  was  then  fitted  to  receive,  made  up  his  mind  to  give 
himself  up  to  death,  that  he  might  seek  in  another  world  that 
which  he  had  failed  to  discover  in  this.  He  gave  himself  up 
to  death,  I  say,  for  with  all  the  secrets  he  possessed  he  might 
have  lived  as  long  as  he  had  chosen. 
'    I  inherited  his  treasures  and  a  portion  of  his  knowledge,  bu^ 
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«f  all  bis  gifks  this  wsnd  iddeh  joa  see  is  infinilel^  the  most 
preeioQS.  Its  oompositioiL  is  an  assemblsge  ef  aU  the  secret 
ivtnes  dwelling  in  minerals  and  tAliHinans.  With  it  I  eaa 
eommand  the  elements,  disoover  the  truth  under  ererj  ^HmgoiaOt 
dire  into  a  portion  of  the  future,  and  call  helbre  me  the  entiie 
past.  M J  father  had  forbidden  me  to  ascend  to  the  smmmt 
of  the  mountsin  whidi  we  inhabited.  I  had  never  before  Itad 
any  curiosity  on  this  point,  but  it  seised  me  directly  I  x^eocohred 
this  injunction,  and  his  eyes  were  no  sooner  olosed  than  I 
hastened  to  satisfy  it. 

It  was  from  that  time  that,  afiter  contemplating  the  hA'ppj 
plains  of  Cashmere,  I  caused  all  the  treasures  I  wanted,  firom 
the  immense  stores  with  which  my  father  had  enridbed  the 
carems  of  this  mountain,  to  be  remored,  and  lest  the  number 
of  Tisitors  coming  to  consult  me  should  break  into  those  hours 
which  I  wished  to  devote  to  study  or  repose,  I  rendex^ed  nay 
abode  inaccessible  to  all  whom  I  did  not  wirii  to  receive. 

There  I  tasted  ail  the  delights  of  a  calm  and  tranquil  mind» 
and  far  fran  envying  my  sister's  estabHshmmit  on  the  thrane 
of  Circassia,  nothing  disturbed  the  peaoefnlness  in  whieh  mf 
heart  was  lulled,  savii^  my  anxiety  on  her  account. 

As  she  had  given  birtibt  to  three  daughters  one  after  the 
oUier,  I  consulted  my  books  relatively  both  to  th^  destiny  and 
to  hers,  I  learned  ^lat  she  would  have  no  more  daildx«n»  and 
that  the  king,  h^  husband,  would  soon  leave  her  a  widow,  and 
regent  of  his  dominions.  I  discovered  by  the  horoscope  of  the 
iridest  that  she  was  threatened  wi^  some  disaster,  the  partienlar 
nature  of  whidi,  however,  I  in  vain  employed  every  means  to 
discover.  All  I  could  learn  was,  that  a  hortile  power,  equal 
ahnost  to  my  own,  would  penieeuto  her.  I  had  recourse  to  my 
wand,  and  placing  the  end  of  it  on  a  p^ee  of  pardunent  which 
I  stretohed  out  upon  the  table,  it  traced  of  its  own  accord  the 
horrible  physiognomy  of  Dentata,  described  the  situation  of  her 
abode,  the  nature  of  her  spelis  and  her  particidar  inclinations. 
I  was  shocked  to  learn  that  this  most  hoirible  of  living  ciea> 
tures  was  even  more  the  slave  of  her  amorous  desires  than 
of  her  hatred  or  her  cruelty,  and  that  all  her  skill  was  exerted 
In  strapping  men  into  her  snares,  who  had  no  other  alternative 
than  death,  if  they  refused  to  purchase  their  lives  by  a  com- 
plaisaiice  still  more  to  be  dreaded*     I  discovered,  however^  to 
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n^  grief,  i&at  bo  long  m  she  retained  posseiHiion  of  tbe  mare 
Jingle  and  the  ImninooB  faat,  neither  mj  skill  nor  the  power  of 
my  enchantments  could  be  of  any  arail  against  hers. 

I  was  informed,  moreover,  by  my  wand,  that  she  had  a  son, 
-who  was  of  about  the  same  age  as  the  eldest  of  my  sister's 
daughters,  and  I  entertained  no  doubt  but  that  it  was  her  design 
to  carry  off  the  heiress  of  Circassia,  and  present  her  to  this  son 
of  hers  ;  and  for  this  reason  I  determined  to  take  her  under  my 
protection.  My  sister  despatched  her  privately  to  me,  but  this 
precaution  had  nigh  caused  her  ruin ;  fl>r  the  sorceress  con- 
trived to  snatch  her  from  my  arms  at  the  very  moment  I  had 
received  her.  It  was  all  to  no  purpose  that  I  pretended  she 
was  my  daughter,  the  cruel  Dentata  was  not  to  be  deceived^ 
and  all  my  vigilance  could  not  preserve  the  poor  little  May* 
^wer  from  her  inhiunan  persecutor.  Yes,  Caliph  of  Cashmere, 
this  same  May-flower,  whom  you  now  behold,  and  whom  you 
were  in  such  a  hurry  to  bum,  is  heiress  to  the  kingdom  of 
Cu-cassia.  She  was  torn  from  me,  as  I  was  saying,  without 
my  haying  the  power  to  discover  in  what  manner,  nor  could  ail 
my  skill,  nor  all  the  powers  of  the  earth,  have  effected  her 
deliverance  from  the  hands  of  the  sorceress,  had  not  Pooh-pooh 
undertaken  to  accomplii^  it.  The  glory  of  this  achievement 
was  reserved  by  the  Fates  to  the  most  ingenious  and  to  the 
most  faithful  of  lovers.  I  knew  that  both  these  qualities  were 
requisite  in  the  man  who  should  succeed  in  carrying  off  Jingle 
and  the  luminous  hat,  but  I  was  at  a  lose  where  to  find  one  of 
such  a  stamp. 

At  this  time,  also.  Radiant  came  into  the  world ;  and  my 
books,  which  I  consulted  on  the  occasion  of  her  birth,  having 
informed  me  what  this  beauty  was  destined  one  day  to  become, 
I  instilled  a  secret  poisOn  into  the  dawning  brightness  of  her 
eyes,  well  knowing  that  I  shodid  be  resorted  to  one  day  for 
a  remedy,  and  equaUy  determined  only  to  grant  it  on  condition 
that  I  should  receive  May-flower  in  exchange,  together  with 
the  treasures  of  the  sorceress. 

The  curiosity  of  Pooh-pooh  had  fortunately  conducted  him 
to  my  abode,  ere  he  betook  himself  to  the  court ;  and  from 
what  I  coiUd  perceive  of  his  wit  and  the  sentiments  of  his 
nature,  I  was  induced  to  hope  that  were  he  to  attempt  the 
adventure,  he  might  not  be  found  unworthy  of  success.    I  con*-* 
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oeired  a  still  higher  opinion  of  him  when  I  saw  that  he  returned 
shortly  after  to  consult  me  ;  and  he  appeared  in  no  way  cast 
down  at  the  things  I  asked  for«  in  return  for  my  assistance, 
notwithstanding  my  description  of  the  perils  which  surrounded 
them.  When  I  asked  him  if  he  knew  of  any  one  at  the  court 
bold  enough  to  secure  Radiant  at  such  a  price,  he  answered, 
'*  Excessive  ambition,  or  excessive  love,  is  all  that  is  required 
to  induce  a  man  to  undertake  it;  and  the  mere  hope  of 
deserving  your  approval  were  enough  to  arm  him  against  all 
dangers,  with  no  other  reward  than  that  of  glory." 

I  cannot  tell  you  the  joy  I  felt  at  receiving  tins  answer  from 
a  man  whom  I  was  beginning  to  esteem ;  and  I  now  enter- 
tamed  no  doubt  that  his  was  the  hand  appointed  by  the  Fates 
for  the  deliverance  of  May-flower. 

I  allowed  him  to  hope  that  my  favour  would  not  be  wanting 
if  he  should  determine  on  the  undertaking,  which  I  then 
described  to  him  as  far  more  dangerous  than  I  had  mentioned 
before,  but  without  shaking  him  in  his  resolution.  I  kept  my 
word  ;  and  although  it  was  not  permitted  me  to  be  of  assistance 
to  him  on  all  occasions,  my  genius  frequently  inspired  his  in 
the  execution  of  his  project.  After  all,  however,  it  is  to  his 
presence  of  mind,  his  firmness,  and  above  all,  to  his  unswervmg 
constancy,  that  all  the  glory  is  due. 

While  he  was  on  his  road  to  the  sorcere8s*s  dwelling,  I  made 
use  of  the  wand  to  satisfy  my  curiosity  respecting  May-flower. 
It  gave  a  description  of  her  sufferings  amidst  the  wearisome 
occupations  of  her  life,  accompanied  by  a  sketch  of  her  face. 
The  latter  appeared  to  macapable  of  affording  a  rich  recompense 
for  all  that  might  be  undertaken  for  her  sake.  I  thought  it 
unnecessary  to  inspire  Pooh-pooh 's  heart  in  her  favour,  if  her 
mind  and  her  sentiments  answered  to  the  charms  of  her  person; 
but  I  confess  that  I  communicated  an  ioipidse  towards  him  in 
the  heart  of  May-flower,  which  he  could  never  have  inspired 
at  first  sight,  however  he  might  have  deserved  it  subsequently 
without  any  assistance  of  mine. 

I  was  overjoyed  when  I  knew  that  they  were  arrived  in  this 
kingdom,  and  although  there  was  certainly  some  degree  of 
cruelty  in  rendering  my  abode  inaccessible,  when  he  was  about 
to  bring  May-flower  thither,  I  did  it  in  the  intention  of  trying 
his  constancy  to  the  end,  and  to  discover  whether  he  indeed 
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deserved  her.  You  have  seen  how  this  constancy  triumphed 
over  every  temptation,  and  has  won  him  the  reward  of 
Ascending  the  throne  of  a  princess  who  rules  his  lieart  with  so 
perfect  a  sway.  > 

I  had  for  some  time  foreseen  the  revolution  which  was  to 
occur  in  Circassia ;  hut  although  I  foresaw  it,  I  was  not  per- 
mitted to  prevent  it ;  all  that  I  could  do  was  to  save  my  sister 
the  queen,  and  the  three  daughters  that  remained  to  her,  from 
the  extremity  of  a  situation  which  exposed  them  to  the  fury 
of  the  tyrant ;  and  in  order  to  foil  all  pursuit  of  them,  I 
provided  a  place  of  retreat  almost .  entirely  unknown,  and 
situated  on  tiie  confines  of  the  kingdom. 

It  was  here  that,  in  the  fear  of  their  heing  still  pursued, 
I  cast  a  spell,  hy  which  the  queen  appeared  in  the  shape  of 
a  crow  whenever  chance  should  happen  to  lead  a  stranger 
there,  while  her  daughters  and  their  companions  assumed  the 
appearance  of  magpies,  without  their  heing  ahle  to  perceive 
ihis  change  in  one  another. 

This  is  the  illusion,  princes,  which  occasioned  you  so  much 
surprise  when  chance  conducted  you  one  after  the  other  to  their 
retreat. 

At  the  time  that  Pooh-pooh  and  May-flower  were  vainly 
endeavouring  to  find  me  out,  I  was  aware  in  what  disguise 
Bentata  had  arrived  hither,  and  her  designs  were  also  known 
to  me  ;  hut  I  knew  that  her  power  was  so  limited  since  she 
had  lost  the  mare  and  the  hat,  that  I  could  easily  ward  off  any 
attempts  she  might  make  on  the  life  of  my  niece. 

I  delivered  up  May-flower  accordingly  to  the  cruel  treatment 
which  awaited  her  on  her  arrival,  at  the  hands  of  the  seneschal's 
widow  and  the  inhuman  Dentata.  May-flower  was  destined 
to  belong  only  to  the  most  faithful  of  lovers,  and  what  greater 
trial  of  his  constancy  could  be  made  than  exposing  her  to  his 
eyes  in  the  frightful  and  repulsive  condition  to  which  the 
malefices  of  the  sorceress  had  reduced  her,  while  at  the  same 
time  he  should  he  offered  the  hand  of  Radiant  and  the  throne  of 
Cashmere. 

I  did  not  long  detain  him  when  he  returned  with  the  shining 
hat  and  the  mare,  but  I  kept  my  promise  concerning  the  remedy 
for  the  lovely  eyes  which  were  causing  such  ravage.  Although 
Pooh-pooh  was  returned  to  his  dear  May-flower,  neverth^ess  I 
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Imew  that,  in  tiM  etste  in  which  he  would  find  her,  siie  irouB 
reqimreinore  powevfnl  Msistanoe  than  he  oodd  sffoird. 

I  emplojed  all  ihe  genii  which  I  am  eoabled  bj  n^  axt  to 
command,  to  watch  over  thb  safety  of  h^  life  until  mj  arrifa^ 
^tennining  not  to  tairj  long  behind  hkn.  I  dfiferred  jnj 
jomney  to  the  last  moment^  and  nearly  had  eaiise  to  i^pent  it, 
for  at  the  Toy  moment  I  had  mounted  Jingle,  ihe  most  agrecaye 
and  the  moBtwished-for  obstacle  prerented  my  departure. 

Three  oonriers  from  Oircassia  arriTod  witlun  an  boor  one  of 
iho  other,  with  the  astounding  intelligence  that  my  smter  was 
restored  to  her  dominions.  The  first  informed  me  that  the  usurper 
had  perished  in  an  insurrection  as  sudden  as  the  reTolation 
which  bad  placed  him  on  the  throne,  the  other  confirmed  Hiis 
mteUigeDoe,  and  added  that  the  excited  popul&ce  had  not  even 
qaaved  his  poor  humpbaeked  daughter.     The  last,  in  fine,  gaTS 
ma  ample  details  of  the  acclamations,  the  joy  and  the  transport! 
of  in^tionoe  with  which  the  queen  and  her  daughters  wers 
ei:pected  in  the  capital  of  Oircassia ;  and  this  last  courier  had 
been  despatched  by  herself,  the  council  and  the  nobles'  of  the 
kii^;dom  having  ahready  set  out  to  meet  her. 

So  you  see,  my  lord,  Pooh-pooh  is  not  so  ill  mamed  as  you 
supposed,  for  howeyer  eager  May-flower  may  be  to  see  him 
seated  on  the  throne  of  which  his  perfect  love  and  inviolable 
fidelity  have  rendered  him  so  worthy,  she  will  find  her  dominions 
peaceaUe  on  her  arrival,  her  mother  and  sister  less  tranquil 
from  their  hnpatienoe  to  receive  a  daughter  and  a  sovereign 
whom  they  had  so  long  lost,  while  the  people,  as  usual  eager 
for  all  change,  will  be  ready  enough  to  shower  good  wishes  and 
benedictions  on  such  a  queen  as  May-flower. 

Serena  had  no  sooner  ended  her  narrative,  than  the  Caliph 
^unged  into  a  maze  of  words  in  the  endeavour  to  compliment 
her,  and  to  make  some  apology  to  May-flower,  from  which 
however  he  was  happily  extricated  by  the  announcranent  that 
dinner  was  served. 

The  banquet  was  the  most  superb  that  will  ever  again  be 
seen,  but  seemed  drawn  out  to  an  unconscionable  lei^h  to  the 
two  prinoes,  whose  only  food  had  been  the  glances  of  their 
respective  brides. 

At  last  the  long-wished-for  hour  arrived,  and  Hymen  kindM 
afl  hh  torches  to  light  Phosnix  to  Radiant's  apartment,  wheze 
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&e  C^Bfk  widied  itiem  good  night;  while  in  the  cbamher 
whidi  had  been  prepared  for  May-flower,  it  depended 
only  on  the  most  faithful  of  lorers  to  beoome  the  hap^est  of 


Aurora  had  made  her  appearance  long  b^ore  the  end  of  this 
story,  but  Dinarzade  had  treated  her  dawning  brightness  with 
.  the  utmost  contempt ;  and  the  sultan,  less  eager  than  usual  to 
take  his  place  in  the  council,  had  allowed,  for  once,  the  sun  to 
rise  before  him.  The  snltana,  as  the  reader  knows  from  the 
iMxmmencement  of  these  tales,  was  the  most  beautiM  sultana 
that  was  ever  known ;  he  turned  his  eyes  towards  her  with  an 
impasBioned  look,  while  the  vizier  withW  carrying  away  the 
sceptre.  It  was  as  though  he  had  never  before  seen  her,  so 
rapt  was  he  in  contemplating  the  charms  of  her  countenance. 
And  as  he  reflected  that,  together  with  all  these  beauties,  she 
possessed  a  mind  adorned  with  Arabian  tales,  he  rose  from 
1>e8ide  her,  and  to  show  the  warmth  of  his  affection  and  regard^ 
he  put  on  his  dressing-gown. 

"  Too  happy,"  he  exclaimed,  "  too  happy  are  the  shepherds  of 
our  plains,  who  can,  without  any  violence  to  themselves,  spend 
ifhole  days  sighing  at  the  feet  of  their  shepherdesses  !  How 
great  would  be  the  pleasure  of  devotiug  every  moment  of  my 
life  to  gazing  on  the  lovely  eyes  that  now  shine  on  me." 

Dinarzade,  who  was  at  a  loss  to  discover  the  meaning  of 
these  tender  ejaculations,  and  of  the  ceremony  which  preceded 
them,  took  the  liberty  of  asking  him  what  he  meant  by  his 
shepherds  and  shepherdesses.  **  Return  to  your  bed,  my  lord," 
she  said,  "  instead  of  talking  all  this  shallow  stuff  to  axlivinity 
to  whom  you  were,  but  a  moment  since,  giving  your  left  toe  to 
kiss."  At  the  same  time  she  tried  to  take  his  dressing-gown 
off,  but  he  would  not  consent  to  quit  it  until  she  had  brought 
him  his  lute,  on  which  he  played  so  long  that  the  sultana  was 
ready  to  die  with  weariness,  and  her  sister  with  impatience. 
After  this  little  burst  of  gallantry  he  passed  into  his  apartment, 
and  from  his  apartment  to  the  council,  to  order  the  magnificent 
preparations  for  the  rejoicings  which  were  to  take  place  on 
this  important  day,  until  the  happy  night  should  put  him  in 
possession  of  the  most  perfect  of  beauties.  He  awaited  this 
night  with  impatience,  as  may  well  be  imagined ;  and  when  at 
last  it  came  he  repaired  to  the  sultana's  apartment,  followed 
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by  tbe  officers  of  the  crown,  but  instead  of  wishing  tbem  cool 
pight,  after  he  .had  undressed  himself,  he  turned  to  the  Pnnee 
of  Trebizond  and  commanded  him  to  relate  what  adTentures 
had  befallen  him  since  that  of  the  Pyramid  and  the  Golden 
Horse,  up  to  the  time  when  he  beheld,  for  the  first  time,  the 
beautiful  eyes  of  Dinarzade  at  the  bottom  of  the  sea. 

The  enamoured  prince  would  willingly  have  dispensed  with 
a  recital  which  could  not  but  last  the  remainder  of  the  ni^t; 
but  as  he  knew  that  his  master,  the  sultan,  was  not  to  be 
trifled  with,  especially  if  a  story  was  the  business  in  hand,  he 
began  his,  as  will  be  seen  in  the  sequel  of  this  collection. 


-THE  RAM, 


TO  MADEMOISELLE  •  •  •  • 

Sat  bow  should  I,  who  learning  nought 

From  Phoebus  or  the  sisters  nine. 

Know  neither  Helicon  divine. 

Nor  in  the  Academy  have  wrought. 

Of  reason  give  you  any  jot 

For  the  new  name  of  Pont- Alio, 

Or  satisfy  you  what  the  lot 

Of  its  ancient  name  may  be. 

Of  musty  etymology, 

Its  cant  and  phraseology, 

Nought  have  I  ever  learnt  or  known ; 

Yet  your  request  shall  be  obey'd. 

And  here  is  all  that  Mabillon 

Of  a  history  has  shown. 

That  Scaliger  and  Oasaubon, 

Would  treat  as  spurious  I  'm  afraid ; 

But  little  matters  what  is  said 

By  men  who,  without  mercy,  judge 

Alike  the  living  and  the  dead  ; 

And  others,  while  they  criticise 

With  quirk  and  cavil,  doubt  and  grudge. 

Cause  in  the  reader's  sense  to  rise 

A  most  contemptuous  disdain 

Both  for  their  learning  and  their  brain. 

Yet,  after  all,  if  truth  there  be 

In  the  following  history. 

Of  fable  it  has  such  an  air, 

I  make  no  doubt  but  you'll  declare 

That  I  have  made  for  your  diversion 

Into  its  realms  a  short  excursion. 
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Nathless,  I  have  not  borroifGd  it» 

Nor  Btolen  from  Scheherazade  ; 

And  if  not  sparkling  with  the  wit 

Of  which  that  ladj  made  parade, 

The  naked  truth's  simplicitj 

Will  not  he  put  in  masquerade, 

Or  muffled  in  antiquity. 

Before  the  story  finds  a  close, 

I  can  aasvre  you,  you  shall  see 

A  touch  of  actual  sorcery  ; 

And  eke  shall  note  what  cruel  woes 

Befel  a  fond  and  hapless  fair. 

A  white  fox  and  a  siren  fair. 

Both  cousins  to  a  Lomhard  king. 

Mere  chance  into  my  tale  shall  hring ; 

And  I  may  add,  a  g^ant  tall 

Will  show  himself.     But  this  is  all. 

For  I  can  swear,  ere  I  hegin  it. 

That  you  will  find  no  genius  in  it. 

Goddesses,  who  the  stormy  wind 
Can  turn  to  post-horse  and  postillion. 
Whose  charms  fair  Venus  leave  hdiind. 
With  all  her  ivory  and  vermilion  ; 
Tou  who  govern  Cupid's  flight. 
Stronger  than  his  wayward  might ; 
Who,  swifter  than  the  north-wind  fly. 
From  sphere  to  sphere,  athwart  the  sky. 
Or  in  the  hidden  solitudes 
Of  your  valleys  and  your  woods. 
Dance  to  songs  the  live-long  night ; 
And  on  the  wings  of  hutteifiies 
Despatch  a  sylph,  from  her  distress 
To  rescue  some  fair  shepherdess. 
Who,  pining  far  from  love  and  light. 
Imprison 'd  in  a  dungeon  lies ; 
Or  scatter  fears  and  jealousies. 
And  wrath,  like  idle  mockeries. 
Far  from  the  hosom  that  they  hlight ; 
Graceful  fairies,  calm  and  hright, 
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Whom  the  fairer  sex  has  suBg, 
Grant  me  your  kindness,  and  inspire 
With  all  your  sprightliness  my  lyre. 
Since  to  record  your  deeds  'tis  stnmg. 

A  hero  once  in  times  of  yore— 
Haughty  and  proud  as  he  was  long— 
A  giant,  who  was  dreaded  more 
Than  thunder  hy  his  vassal  throng, 
Was  here  of  an  estate  possessed, 
With  a  few  mills  and  streamlets  hlessed^ 
To  which  his  ancient  race  did  owe 
Their  name  and  title — Moulineau. 
This  tenement,  time  out  of  mind. 
Possessed  by  giants  of  his  kind. 
He  thought  it  proper  to  entail 
For  ever  on  his  issue  male, 
Deeming  that,  as  he  meant  to  marry, 
He  soon  would  have  an  heir  to  carry 
To  future  times  his  height  anJ  face. 
And  so  perpetuate  his  race, 
Leaving  an  offspring,  like  in  figure, 
Perchance — who  knows  ? — a  little  bigger. 
At  the  bare  rumoiur  of  this  freak, 
All  blanch 'd  was  many  a  beauty's  cheek ; 
For  what  was  fitter  to  appal  them. 
Than  to  reflect  that  such  a  lot 
Might,  by  some  accident,  befal  them  ? 
Indeed  *twas  frightful,  was  it  not  ? 
His  face  was  terrible  to  see. 
He  went  to  bed  all  drest  and  booted. 
His  height  and  his  brutality 
In  all  respects  were  matched  and  suited  ; 
The  bellowing  of  bulls  in  fury 
Was  yet  more  tender  than  his  voice. 
Had  scores  of  times  more  melody. 
And  made  a  score  of  times  less  noise. 
Among  his  stud  this  giant  counted 
A  huge  machine  made  like  a  hack ; 
So  huge,  indeed,  that  on  its  back 
E'en  a  Colossus  might  have  mounted ; 
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It  Beired  as  cart  or  carriage  horse; 

For  the  pack-saddle  or  the  course ; 

He  had  besides  for  an  attendant 

A  ram  of  genius  so  trauscendant» 

He  served  him  as  his  secretary, 

His  steward,  and  his  equerry, 

Looked  to  his  mills,  estate,  and  stable. 

Kept  his  accounts,  and  served  his  table  ; 

With  pretty  fables,  too,  his  mind  was  stored. 

And  he  would  tell  them  till  the  giant  snored  ! 

A  Druid  in  his  neighbourhood 
Possessed  a  most  romantic  palace ; 
With  gardens  where  the  crystal  flood 
Was  lapt  in  deep  and  shady  valleys  ; 
Here  it  bubbled,  laughed,  and  leapt. 
Coming  to  day's  golden  light ; 
Here  in  voiceless  silence  slept, 
Hidden  in  the  shades  of  night : 
Everywhere  the  greedy  eye 
Might  a  thousand  charms  descry. 
Near  each  of  two  Eumenides 
A  Cerberus  was  crouching  seen. 
In  silver  wrought — foaming  with  spite  ; 
Here  stood  the  mighty  Hercules 
In  jaspar  bright  as  starry  night ; 
And  here  the  great  Egyptian  queen 
Undaunted  turned  her  closing  eye 
Upon  the  aspic's  poison 'd  bito. 
Preparing  like  a  queen  to  die. 
Nathless  one  ornament  supreme 
Peerless  adorn'd  these  magic  places, 
A  maid  whose  budding  charms  did  seem 
To  cloud  the  witchery  of  the  Graces ; 
Wherever  she  her  glances  turned 
Each  heart  with  hopeless  passion  burned — 
Hopeless,  forsooth,  for  not  a  jot 
Cared  Alio  in  her  scornful  pride. 
Whether  they  lived,  or  whether  not. 
Or  if  they  hoped,  or  if  they  died. 
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The  necromantic  art  entire, 
Magic,  and  spell,  and  sorcery. 
Was  layish'd  by  her  Druid  sire 
To  gift  her  charms  with  witchery. 
And  make  her  from  her  very  birtib 
The  marvel  of  admiring  earth. 
All  beauties  whom  we  now  behold 
Are  cast  upon  this  briUiant  mould  ; 
But  by  mishap,  'tis  manifest. 
That  not  content  with  face  and  figure 
They've  also  borrowed  with  the  rest 
Some  of  her  cruelty  and  rigour. 

A  thousand  lovers  braved  their  doom. 
And  would  in  spite  of  death  behold  her. 
It  mattered  not  if  in  youth's  bloom, 
Or  middle  aged,  or  somewhat  older ; 
Age  hopeless  wept,  youth  lov'd  and  died 
'Twixt  morning's  blush  and  even-tide — 
Not  one  the  tigress  e'er  escaped. 
The  neighbourhood  for  miles  around 
For  princes  slain  with  black  was  draped  ; 
Each  day  a  lover  dead  was  found, 
Whose  heart  had  caught  the  spark  like  tinder, 
And  burnt  the  victim  to  a  cinder. 

Proud  of  his  stature,  Moulineau 
As  canaille  looked  upon  all  those. 
Who  vanquished  at  a  single  blow 
Their  love  and  life  together  close  ; 
And  in  his  coat  of  mail  array  *d 
He  came  to  woo  the  lovely  maid. 
He  offered  her  his  heart  and  hand. 
His  mills,  his  money,  and  his  land. 
And  eke  into  the  bargain  throws 
His  horse  to  ride  on  when  she  chose.     . 
If  she  refused,  the  monster  vow'd 
By  all  his  Gods  she'd  feel  his  ire. 
And  then  a  heap  of  straw  he  show'd, 
With  which  he  said  he  meant  to  fire 

G  G 
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Her  pleaBure-grounds  and  kabitatiou. 

Burning  the  lilies  of  her  skin, 

Its  roses,  and  its  jessamin. 

In  one  terrific  conflagration. 

The  beauty,  with  an  air  serene, 

That  might  beseem  an  Eastern  queen. 

Array 'd  in  all  her  matchless  charms. 

Leant  o'er  the  walls  with  folded  arms. 

And  call'd  him  "  dwarf  "  to  rouse  his  qileen. 

The  sea  that  winds  conflicting  lash ; 

Jove's  thunders,  when  at  dead  of  night. 

Upon  some  crazy  tower  they  light, 

And  hurl  it  down  with  deafening  crash  ; 

A  baited  bear  with  dogs  at  strife ; 

A  hundred  pigs  beneath  the  knife  ; 

A  hundred  yelping  curs  or  more, 

Were  nothing  to  the  dreadful  row 

That  issued  from  the  giant's  throat, 

And  the  resounding  welkin  smote. 

You  heard  the  outcry  fierce  and  fell, 

Meudon,  St.  Crermain,  and  Ruel ; 

Its  echo  troubled  wave  and  sky. 

And  in  his  depths  the  gentle  Seine 

Concealed  himself,  lest  once  again 

His  ears  might  catch  that  fearful  cry  ; 

And  Pepin,  you,  who  in  that  day. 

Held  over*  France  your  potent  sway. 

It  was  the  second  time  that  fright 

Made  your  fair  mother's  cheek  more  white. 

The  tocsin  sounded  long  and  loud, 

And  from  your  hand  the  sceptre  fell ; 

At  the  dread  sound,  the  wise  heads  vow'd. 

It  came  so  suddenly  to  tell 

That  soon  would  sound  the  trump  of  doom. 

And  you,  too,  Marli,  wrapt  in  gloom. 

Beep  as  the  shadow  of  the  tomb, 

You  also  heard  the  horrid  din ; 

Breaming  at  last  the  day  was  broke. 

That  should  the  glorious  change  begin. 

Whereof  prophetic  Merlin  spoke. 
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You  thought  that  the  triumphant  hand, 
Which  spell  and  charm  should  heap  around  you, 
Had  in  that  very  moment  found  you. 
And  all  your  future  splendour  plann'd. 
As  for  you,  nymph,  who  listened  near, 
Turned  paler  than  your  smock  with  fear^ 
Spite  of  your  courage  and  your  pride. 
You  tried  in  vain  your  fears  to  hide. 
And  changing  countenance,  your  face 
Lost  all  its  power  of  love  and  grace. 
While  thus  roared  out  your  giant  lover, 
With  rage  and  anguish  hoiling  over. 

**  Thou  serpent,  horn  of  foul  despite. 
Whose  venom*d  tongue  would  overcloud 
The  fame  for  stature  and  for  might 
Of  which  I  am  so  justly  proud ! 
And  so,  I  seem  to  you  too  small 
To  hope  to  share  your  hed  at  aU ! 
Wretch  I  hy  my  inches  do  I  swear 
Neither  to  pardon  nor  to  spare ; 
Let  all  my  soul  its  hate  declare ; 
Heaping  the  straw  and  fuel  higher 
Than  ever  yet  for  human  fire, 
Here  will  I  roast  you  and  your  sire." 

He  lit  the  fuel  while  he  spoke. 
And  o'er  the  castle  rose  the  smoke. 
Bushes  and  trees  from  earth  he  tore,, 
And  to  the  hurning  heap  he  hore. 
The  siege  hegan,  and  mantelets 
Covered  the  enemy's  approaches  ; 
Sheltered  hehind  the  parapets. 
And  armed  with  pokers,  spits,  and  broaches, 
A  crowd  of  servants  brave  the  fight. 
While  others  seized  with  panic  fright 
Eing  out  alarms  with  all  their  might : 
In  firont  the  palace  these  attack. 
And  these  invest  it  at  the  back. 
The  nymph  from  whom  all  courage  fled, 
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Now  hied  her  to  her  chamber,  where. 
Upon  her  knees,  beside  her  bed, 
She  pray*d  in  terror  and  despair. 

Meanwhile  her  father  throws  around 

The  castle,  rampart,  wall,  and  doorway, 

A  gulph  so  mighty  and  profound, 

'Twas  broader  than  from  Greece  to  Norway  ; 

The  giant  with  a  rearward  hop 

Took  refuge  on  a  mountain  top, 

Heaping  with  horrid  imprecations 

The  Druid  and  his  incantations. 

When  in  the  very  nick  of  time 

His  faithful  Ram,  whose  wit  sublime. 

Ne'er  for  a  shift  was  at  a  loss 

To  aid  his  master,  built  across 

The  mighty  stream  a  mightier  bridge. 

Stretching  from  the  mountain  ridge, 

And  first  himself  upon  it  leapt — 

The  giant  then  at  once  preparing 

To  finish  his  assault  with  daring, 

Upon  the  arches  boldly  stept. 

Over  his  books  the  Druid  pondered. 
More  than  a  thousand  thumb'd  in  vain. 
And  thinking  somehow 'he  had  blunder 'd^ 
He  tum'd  and  thumb*d  them  o'er  again. 
Tome  after  tome  away  he  tost. 
And  when  the  only  book  he  miss'd 
That  could  his  present  plight  assist, 
He  cried,  despairing,  '*  All  is  lost !  " 
Meanwhile  the  ^nemy  advancing 
Begin  their  triumph  to  jBxhibit, 
The  giant  s  eyes  with  fury  glancing 
Already  threaten  rope  and  gibbet, 
While  to  the  Druid  thus  he  cries  ; 
**  Old  fool !  who  think  yourself  so  wise. 
Because  of  magic  youVe  a  smatter  ; 
Your  walls  about  your  ears  I'll  battw  ; 
And  as  for  that  proud  minx  your  daughter. 
Who  slew  with  rigour  all  who  sought  her, 
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Soon  better  manners  i^hall  be  taught  her ; 
And  she  who  late  with  haughty  scorning, 
Looked  on  my  figure  and  my  face. 
Shall  now,  my  bridal  bed  adoming. 
Enfold  me  in  her  soft  embrace." 
Then,  turning  to  his  worthy  friend, 
Quoth  he,  *'  Her  necklace  I  intend 
To  give  you  as  your  share  of  booty. 
And  deeper  still  to  wound  the  beauty, 
For  I  must  make  her  feel  my  rage. 
Her  sire  shall  wait  on  you  as  page." 

But  here  well  leave  him  for  a  moment, 

And  all  his  plans  his  rage  to  show  meant ; 

Perchance  *twould  also  wiser  be 

To  quit  the  mazy  fields  of  rhyme. 

But  how  could  we  desert  Alie 

Just  at  so  critical  a  time ! 

Amidst  her  present  feuds  and  trouble, 

The  memory  of  former  bliss,. 

And  the  dread  future's  dark  abyss. 

Together  joined  her  grief  to  double  ; 

For  of  all  cruel  pangs  that  pierce  her, 

A  woman  knows  of  none  that's  fiercer 

Than  that  she  feels  when  he 's  away 

Who  doth  her  gentle  spirit  sway, 

While  still  she  's  doomed  to  see  before  her 

The  object  of  her  hate  and  horror. 

Such  was  the  maiden's  state  forlorn  ; 

For  she  whose  heart  from  day  to  day 

Seem'd  filled  with  nought  but  hate  and  scorn. 

In  secret  pined  to  love  a  prey. 

Hence. all  her  cruelty  and  pride. 

Hence  all  the  groaning  and  lamenting 

Of  those  who  saw  her,  lov*d  and  died, 

Slain  by  her  rigour  unrelenting. 

The  God  whom  she  in  show  defied. 

The  cause  of  all  these  dire  distresses. 

Ruled  victor  in  her  heart 's*  recesses. 

But  this  fond  love,  her  only  joy  once. 
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Now  oaiued  her  soirow  and  annojaiioe* 

For  while  the  powers  necromantic 

Her  sire  had  summon'd  to  the  fight. 

Seemed  conquered  hj  his  foe  gigantic. 

Fate  kept  her  lover  from  her  sight. 

He  took,  she  thought*  no  earthly  heed 

Or  of  her  troubles  or  of  her. 

Seeming  his  safety  with  her  need 

To  balsAoe,  and  the  first  prefer. 

This  base  desertion  of  her  Bwain« 

Upon  his  truth  so  fool  a  stain, 

Fill*d  up  the  measure  of  her  woes. 

A  stranger  now  to  aU  repose, 

She  told  her  sad  and  piteous  tale ' 

To  all  the  echoes  of  the  vale ; 

She  gaye  no  respite  to  the  mountains, 

Distracted  droTo  the  streams  and  fountains, 

And  of  her  hero,  bored  in  vain. 

For  tidings,  the  enduring  plain. 

Tired  of  wandering  through  all 

The  chambers  of  her  father's  hall. 

She  hied  her  to  the  Vestal's  grove. 

Beneath  an  ancient  cypress  tree, 

Where  to  the  sorrows  of  h^  love 

She  gave  an  utterance  full  and  free* 

And  as  in  ancient  days  we're  told. 

Swains  would  their  tales  of  love  unfdd 

To  sounding  lute  and  drumming  tabor. 

Telling  their  woes  with  tuneful  labour ; 

And  maidens  even  now  express 

In  music  their  extreme  distress, 

The  fair  one  following  the  fashion, 

Sang  to  the  object  of  her  passion-^ 

No  listener  being  there  to  stop  her— a 

Rondo  from  the  last  new  opera. 

Oh,  Prince  of  Noisy,  charming  lover ! 

Sole  choice  this  loving  heart  doth  own. 
Deaf  when  aU  else  their  flames  discover. 

My  bosom's  true  to  thee  alone. 
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Oh,  Prince  of  Noisy,  faithless  rover. 
Worst  choice  my  doatiog  heart  could  own, 
When  by  a  giant  overthrown, 

A  thousand  dangers  round  me  hover. 
Should  now  thy  faithlessness  be  shown. 

Oh,  Prince  of  Noisy,  faithless  rover  ! 
In  vain  I  call  thee,  heart  of  stone. 
Worst  choice  my  wounded  heart  could  own. 

And  at  these  words  a  flood  of  tears 
Upon  her  sorrowing  cheek  appears  ; 
Thrice  were  its  lilies  inundated. 
And  thrice  the  flood  of  grief  abated ; 
Thrice  was  the  lustre  of  her  visage  paled. 
And  thrice  her  flagging  pulses  failed ; 
When  from  a  neighbouring  grove  there  aigh'd 
A  voice  whose  tones  her  life  restore, 
While  from  her  heart  the  crimson  tide 
Bears  roses  to  her  cheek  once  more. 

Thus  spoke  the  voice : — "  Fair  Alio  hear 

Thy  lover,  nor  of  wrongs  accuse  him. 

Whose  heart  ne'er  other  chains  can  wear 

Than  thine  ;  no  more  thy  faith  refuse  him. 

My  faithful,  kind,  adored  Alio, 

Of  my  fond  heart  the  happy  choice  ; 

Thy  charms,  thy  loving  tenderness, 

Think'st  thou  could  e*er  forgotten  be. 

Or  cease  this  bosom  to  rejoice. 

For  other  woes  keep  thy  distress. 

Not  even  cruel  fate's  decree. 

My  faithful  heart  from  thee  could  sever, 

More  loved  than  life — ^more  loved  than  ever.** 

As  thus  she  heard,  surprised,  alarm'd. 
Yet  by  a  hope  new  dawning  charm'd. 
Swiftly  to  the  spot  she  bounds 
From  whence  the  soft  persuasive  sounds 
Of  that  dear  voice  had  tranced  her  ear. 
And  bade  her  heart  no  longer  fear. 
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"  Where  hidest  thou,"  she  cried,  " my  dear  ?  " 

Once  more,  beloTed  one,  appear, 

Ky  drooping  spirit  to  rejoice  ; 

Or  of  my  lov'd  and  loving  swain 

Does  nought  remain  now  but  a  voice  ? 

Why  make  me  seek  thee  thus  in  mn  ? 

Why,  when  my  soul  is  yearning,  fly  me  ? 

When  with  such  ardour  I  entreat 

Thy  worshipped  presence,  why  deny  me  ? 

Art  chang'd,  then,  to  a  parakeet  ?  " 

When  bootless  all  she  found  her  pray'r. 

Yielding  to  anguish  and  despair. 

Her  lore  made  havoc  of  her  wits. 

A  prey  to  moods  and  gloomy  fits, 

Amidst  her  reason's  thousand  flights, 

She  thought  herself — so  strange  her  fate — 

A  heroine  of  the  Arabian  Nights — 

A  book  which  she'd  devour'd  of  late  ; 

Imagining,  that  she  a  victim 

Had  fall'n  to  a  tyrant  grim, 

Who  finding  out  one  wife  had  trick 'd  him. 

Now  part  from  vengeance,  part  from  whim, 

A  spick-span  new  one  daily  wedded. 

Whom  in  the  morning  he  beheaded  ; 

And  lying  down  beneath  the  shade 

Aflbrded  by  a  wooded  tuft. 

She  thought  her  spouse  beside  her  laid, 

And  her  memory  being  etuft 

With  this  Arabian  balderdash, 

She  thought  that  she,  to  save  her  head, 

Must  tell  her  lord  some  kind  of  trash  ; 

And  thus  by  wandering  fancy  led. 

Began  the  tale  with  sorrows  rife. 

To  tell  of  her  eventful  life : 

"  I  daughter  am  of  Pharabert, 
Sprung  from  the  royal  stock  of  France, 
Whose  great-grandfather,  Dagobert, 
In  magic  learned  and  expert, 
And  to  a  fault  in  every  chance 
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And  turn  of  life  political, 
Deem'd  it  expedient — nay,  most  critical — 
A  certain  bower  of  green  should  be 
Provided  for  my  infancy, 
^Foreseeing  that  those  regions  bright, 
The  resting-place  of  innocence, 
A  certain  count — Phillibert  hight — 
One  day  would  make  his  residence. 
Protected  by  a  wizard  skill'd, 
Whose  brain  with  plots  and  plans  was  fiird, 
This  hero,  after  a  career 
Of  weary  toil,  was  destin*d  here, 
His  wild  and  wandering  course  to  end  ; 
And  though  the  world  he  'd  not  abjure, 
In  calm  enjoyment  he  would  spend 
His  days,  from  all  its  ill  secure. 
A  chamber  built  beneath  the  ground 
As  ancient  tombs,  not  so  profound. 
His  fears  would  quell  and  bid  him  smile 
At  bars,  and  bolts,  and  durance  vile. 
In  summer,  when  we  're  all  afloat. 
And  woo  the  breeze  in  barge  or  boat. 
He  in  a  car  that  spumed  the  aid 
Of  horse  or  mule,  would  promenade 
His  lakes  and  gardens  free  from  care. 
For  him  did  Dagobert  prepare, 
The  happy  charm  that  threw  around 
This  place  a  mystery  profound. 
And  which  he  only  could  unravel. 
Meanwhile  my  childhood  fleeted  by, 
And  rumours  soon  began  to  travel 
Of  wondrous  charms,  which  whether  I 
Possess  or  not,  great  heaven  knows  ; 
But  soon  they  brought  about  my  dwelling 
A  train  of  swains  with  raptures  swelling, 
And  with  them  a  long  train  of  woes. 

*<  In  vain  they  sigh 'd,  in  vain  they  pester'd  ; 
My  heart  in  blissful  peace  sequestered, 
At  all  their  bootless  efforts  smil'd, 
While  they  with  dying  breath  reviled. 
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And  call*d  me  moDBtery  wretch  inhiiniaiL 
This  heart  so  tameless  once,  and  wild, 
Alas !  soon  prov*d  me  but  a  woman ; 
For  miles  around  all  mouths  were  fiU'd 
With  tales  of  aU  the  men  I  'd  kiU'd» 
Till  cruel  love  incens'd  at  last 
To  see  me  thus  his  power  despise, 
Resolved  the  fatal  chains  to  cast 
In  which  my  heart  now  captive  lies. 
Beneath  the  neighbouring  forest's  shade 
Its  jocund  course  a  streamlet  speeds. 
And  plunging  in  a  lovely  glade, 
The  fount  with  liquid  crystal  feeds, 
Where,  by  vain  hope  my  sire  allured. 
In  leafy  walls  my  childhood  mured. 
Here  in  this  lovely  spot  secluded. 
Whither  no  living  mortal,  save 
Of  my  own  sex,  had  e'er  intruded, 
I  wont  in  the  dear  stream  to  lave. 
When  lo !  it  chanced  that  one  fair  morning. 
As  I  that  fount  half-naked  entered. 
Appeared  before  me,  without  warning. 
He  in  whom  now  my  love  is  centred — 
More  beauteous  than  the  Easterp  ray 
That  flushes  from  awakening  day. 

**  But  yonder  in  the  East  behold 

The  gates  beginning  to  unfold. 

Where  the  bright  sun  will  soon  appear,. 

And  sally  forth  on  his  career. 

And  his  vaunt  courier's  lustrous  ray 

Heralds  the  splendour  of  the  day. 

Adieu,  then,  dearest  Dinarzade^ 

Soon  now  the  sultan  will  prepare  him 

To  take  his  morning  promenade, 

For  when  'tis  day  I  seem  to  scare  him ; 

Yet  of  my.  story  what's  to  follow, 

You  'd  find  beats  all  I  've  told  you  hollow. 

But  that  to-morrow,  woe  is  me, 

Your  loving  sister  you  will  see 
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For  the  last  time  upon  a  litter, 
Eome  to  a  doom  mijust  and  bitter. 
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As  thus  she  spake,  Bweet  sleep  descending. 
Began  her  drooping  lids  to  close, 
And  all  her  fooUsh  yisions  ending. 
Cradled  her  senses  to  repose. 
Meanwhile,  her  sire  opprest  with  fear. 
Seeking  his  idol  high  and  low. 
Discovered  her  quite  dpropos 
Her  final  words  to  overhear  ; 
And  as  he  listened  with  amaze,  he 
Made  up  his  mind  that  she  was  crazy. 

Spirit,  whose  hand  with  ease  is  trained 
Over  the  corded  lyre  to  sweep, 
With  linked  harmony  sustained, 
Whose  will  doth  teach  the  froward  rhyme. 
Obedient  when  thou  bidst — ^to  keep 
To  every  measure,  touch,  and  time, 
Be 't  ode  or  ballad,  jig  or  reel, 
Or  the  fantastic  vaudeville  ; 
Who  to  all  tunes  that  ere  existed. 
Though  ne'er  bo  intricate  and  twisted, 
Canst,  without  doing  violence 
To  rules  of  grammar  or  to  sense. 
In  philosophic  vein  or  witty. 
Sing  of  the  court  or  of  the  city. 
And  hast  for  ev'ry  chance  a  ditty ; 
Come  rescue  Alio  from  her  plight. 
The  wanderings  of  her  madness  follow. 
And,  in  the  absence  of  Apollo, 
Sustain  me  in  my  feeble  flight. 
My  weary  wits  too  long  I  Ve  spun. 
And  nigh  my  tether  have  outrun ; 
Then  grant  the  favour  that  I  ask. 
And  entering  fresh  upon  the  task, 
The  matter  that  remains  untold. 
To  your  unfetter'd  fancy  mould. 
And  bring  the  story  to  a  close. 
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Sadly  your  polish'd  line  it  lacks, 

*Twa8  cruel  of  you  to  impose 

Upon  me  so  severe  a  tax. 

Can  you  refuse  my  boon  to  grant  ? 

Alas !  I  know  how  stem  your  nature  ; 

Your  heart  encased  in  adamant. 

Was  ne'er  moved  yet  by  living  creature  ; 

Whatever  to  serve  you  were  his  zeal, 

Whatever  pangs  condemn 'd  to  feel ; 

Trifles  your  haughty  sense  offend, 

And  you  are  anxious  I  should  end. 

But  let  me  change  my  style  ;  'tis  time 
Your  wearied  ears  should  find  repose 
From  the  dull  accents  of  my  rhyme, 
And  refuge  take  in  common  prose. 
When  on  the  winged  horse  astraddle. 
An  author  takes  an  airy  trip. 
To  hold  the  rein  or  sit  the  saddle, 
Unskilled  alike — his  steed  will  slip 
The  bit  between  his  teeth,  and  shying, 
Across  the  country  take  him  flying. 
But  with  his  subject  when  he  palters 
And  takes  to  trotting— out  of  breath. 
While  at  each  step  he  gibs  and  falters. 
To  follow  him  we  re  bored  to  death. 
Whatever  the  grace  of  ornament 
On  a  long-winded  story  spent. 
From  dulness  nothing  ere  can  save  it. 
When  from  Dame  Poetry  we  have  it, 
No  tale  attains  its  termination ; 
For  though  she  rattles  on  apace. 
She  tortures  her  imagination. 
Her  subject  at  each  step  to  grace  : 
Now  to  adorn  a  palace  stopping. 
Then  off  to  distant  regions  hopping  ; 
Of  tropes  and  metaphors  in  search. 
Or  some  such  other  far-fetch  *d  lumber. 
Leaving  her  reader  in  the  lurch, 
Buried  long  since  in  blissful  slumber. 
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Matters  being  as  I  have  the  hoDOur  of  informing  you,  I  will 
now,  in  the  true  ]^nguage  of  fairy  tale,  endeavour  to  send  you 
to  sleep,  Mademoiselle,  with  the  conclusion  of  the  present 
history.  You  will  be  pleased,  then,  to  recall  to  mind  the 
astonishment  of  the  Druid  when  he  beheld  the  extraordinary 
bridge  which  was  built  over  his  river ;  but  before  we  proceed 
further,  it  is  proper  that  I  should  apprise  you  that  with  respect 
to  the  breadth  of  the  aforesaid  river,  and  the  length  of  the 
bridge  across  it,  I  have  been  guilty  of  a  slight  exaggeration  to 
the  extent  of  half  a  dozen  leagues  or  so,  no  less  for  the  purpose 
of  effect  than  for  the  sake  of  the  rhyme,  and  moreover  that  the 
Lord  of  Moulineau,  far  from  being  so  gigantic  a  fellow  as  you 
might  be  led  to  believe  him  from  my  description,  was  at  the 
utmost  no  bigger  than  about  twice  the  size  of  our  friend 
B . 

The  Druid,  who  with  a  view  to  protect  his  castle  and  his 
daughter  from  attack,  had,  by  way  of  pastime,  surrounded 
them  with  a  moat  filled  with  water,  was  affected  with  no  other 
feeling  than  surprise  on  beholding  the  result  of  an  enchant- 
ment adverse  to  his  own  ;  for  he  thought  himself  in  a  position 
to  snap  his  fingers  at  all  the  bridges  and  all  th^  giants  in  the 
world.  He  was  only  troubled  to  guess  by  whom  this  bridge 
could  have  been  raised,  for  he  knew  very  well  that  his 
neighbour  Moulineau  was  anything  but  a  conjuror.  Accord- 
ingly he  began  thumbing  over  his  books  to  set  the  whole 
matter  clear,  and  bring  the  bridge  down  in  less  time  than  was 
taken  to  put  it  up.  When  he  found  that  all  the  books  he 
consulted  could  tell  him  nothing  at  all  about  it  he  was  in  a  sad 
dilemma ;  but  when  he  came  to  miss  the  one  which  contained 
all  the  secrets  of  his  art,  he  had  almost  gone  clean  out  of  his 
wits.  He  had  forbidden  his  daughter  to  read  it  (the  only  thing 
he  had  ever  forbidden  her),  and  submissive  as  she  had  always 
been  to  his  least  wishes,  he  was  nevertheless  afraid  that  the 
temptation  to  do  a  thing  which  had  been  ei^ressly  forbidden 
her  had  outweighed  her  obedience. 

It  was  under  this  apprehension  that  he  had  sought  and 
found  her  in  the  condition  we  left  her  in,  and  directly  he 
perceived  that  her  wits  were  wandering,  he  made  no  doubt  but 
she  had  found  his  book.  He  awoke  her  in  order  to  learn  what 
she  had  done  with  it,  but  it  was  to  make  a  disclosure  of  a  very 
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different  kind  that  Alie  addressed  him.  From  the  manner  in 
which  she  had  fiillen  asleep,  I  could  hare  sworn  that  on 
awaking  she  would  hare  addressed  the  Dmid  as  ^'Miglitj 
commander  of  the  faithful " — ^but  her  distraction  took  a  different 
tnm»  and  throwing  herself  at  his  feet : 

"Father,"  she  said,  "I  hare  lost  it,  and  if  yon  cannot 
restore  it  to  me  yon  will  see  me  die  of  despair.  For  I  can  now 
no  longer  concesl  m j  weakness,  nor  dissemble  my  crime.  Yes, 
I  haye  lost  it." 

**  What ! "  cried  the  Dmid,  **  you  haye  not  only  disobeyed 
me,  Alie,  but  yon  haye  lost  that  which,  next  to  yourself,  was 
dearest  to  me  in  the  world.  How  did  you  lose  the  book  upon 
which  the  happiness  or  the  misery  of  our  liyes  depends  ?  " 

Alie,  struck  with  astcmishment,  replied,  after  being  »lent 
for  a  moment,  "  Dearest  father,  since  you  are  aware  of  this 
loss,  you  must  also  know  the  way  in  which  it  occurred.  Alas  ? 
it  is  but  too  true,  in  losing  that  book  I  lost  a  treasure  which 
should  haye  been  dearer  to  me  a  thousand  times  than  life." 
So  saying,  she  left  her  father  and  hastened  to  shut  herself  up 
in  her  apartment. 

The  Druid  was  unable  te  follow  his  daughter ;  he  was  so 
enraged  and  confounded  at  the  double  ayowal  she  had  just 
made,  that  he  could  not  tell  where  he  was.     All  tended  to 
persuade  him  that  the  curiosity  of  his  daughter  had  been 
awakened  in  more  than  one  way.    In  order  to  satisfy  his 
doubts,  he  resolyed  to  consult  his  fayourite.  Puncheon.     Now 
this  same  Puncheon  was  a  Utile  gnome,  the  son  of  a  fairy, 
or  if  you  wiU,  of  a  sylph ;  for  the  Druid  was  the  greatest,  the 
most  skilful,  in  short  the  master  of  all  cabalists.    Accordingly 
he  went  straight  to  the  statue  of  Cleopatra,  and  touching  it 
with  a  talisman  which  he  carried  about  him  in  a  ring,  it  opened, 
and  Puncheon  his  fayourite  came  out.     He  was  the  most 
charming  little  fellow  in  the  world ;  his  dress  was  made  of 
parrots'  feathers  of  all  manner  of  colours,  he  wore  a  pointed 
hat  turned  up  with  a  large  diamond,  and  a  collar  of  rubies. 
Although  he  was  not  more  than  a  cubit  in  height,  neyer  was 
shape  more  graceful  or  nobler  than  his  ;  and  his  face  was,  to 
say  the  least,  quite  as  handsome  and  amiable  in  its  expression 
as  that  of  the  fair  Alie.     All  these  attractions,  howeyer,  were 
excelled  by  the  kindness  of  his  heart.     He  was  alarmed  at 
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the  air  of  severity  with  which,  for  the  first  time  in  his  life,  the 
Druid  received  him.  He  could  pretty  well  guess,  however,  what 
was  the  cause  of  it,  and  he  approached  him  with  tremhling 
limbs  and  eyes  filled  with  tears.  "  Come,"  said  the  Druid, ^ 
*'  and  render  an  account  of  thy  conduct.  Did  I  charge  thee 
with  the  guardianship  of  my  daughter  that  thou  mightest 
abandon  her  to  caprices  which  have  lost  and  dishonoured 
her?" 

Poor  little  Puncheon  was  so  moved  at  this  reproach,  that 
there  is  no  heart  but  would  have  melted  at  the  spectacle  of  his 
excessive  aMction.  He  threw  hims^f  prostrate  on  the  ground, 
and  embracing  with  his  little  hands  as  much  as  he  could  grasp 
of  his  master's  legs  about  the  ankles,  he  remained  some  time 
moistening  them  with  his  tears  ere  he  could  speak.  Rising,  at 
last,  at  the  Druid's  command,  and  dra^fing  from  his  pocket  an 
embroidered  kerchief  which  his  mother  had  worked  for  him,  he 
wiped  his  eyes,  and  spoke  as  follows  : 

"  My  lord  and  master,  I  will  make  a  true  and  sincere  con- 
fession of  my  fault ;  my  repentance  of  which  is  as  deep  as  your 
kindness  deserves ;  and  when  I  have  confessed  all,  if  you  do 
not  find  me  worthy  of  pardon,  kill  me  at  once,  rather  than  let 
me  suffer  pangs  worse  than  a  thousand  deaths,  such  as  I  now 
endure,  at  these  marks  of  your  indignation.  I  have  not 
forgotten  all  that  I  owe  you.  You  have  delivered  me  from 
the  necessity  of  living  in  the  bowels  of  the  earth ;  you  have 
endowed  me  with  an  agreeable  form ;  and  leaving  me  all  the 
knowledge  which  is  possessed  by  creatures  of  my  kind,  you 
have  joined  additional  acquirements  to  it  which  place  me  far 
above  my  fellows  ;  you  have  fixed  my  abode  amidst  the  charming 
regions  which  stretch  far  away  beneath  the  statue  from  which 
I  have  just  issued.  But  my  sovereign  lord,  you  know  also, 
that  these  benefits  are  not  exempt  from  certain  mortifying 
circumstances,  for  I  am  only  visible  when  you  desire  it ;  the 
use  of  speech,  too,  is  denied  me  without  your  permission  ;  and 
in  Ihe  magnificent  apartments  which  I  inhabit,  I  am  condemned 
to  watch  over  ^  treasure  which  I  am  not  permitted  to  behold  ; 
moreover,  I  can  never  leave  the  statue  but  when  you  are  pleased 
to  unfold  the  doors  of  my  dwelling^ — a  charming  one  I  own, — 
but  which  I  cannot  endure  while  it  continues  to  be  my  prison. 
You  have  commanded  me  in  my  hours  of  liberty,  to  follow 
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everywhero  the  beautifbl  Alie,  to  guard  her  from  all  dangers, 
and  to  protect  her  from  any  unforeseen  accident  that  might 
disturh  her  repose.  Ton  know  with  what  zeal  I  discharged 
this  duty  in  the  commencement,  and  how  punctually  I  obeyed 
a  command  which  has  cost  me  many  a  tear.  While  following 
the  course  of  the  small  stream  hranching  from  the  cataracts  of 
the  NilO)  and  which,  after  winding  a  long  time  through  flowery 
meadows,  forms  the  fountain  of  Alie's  hower,  I  threw  into  it 
the  little  ivory  hall  you  gave  me.  It  was  to  increase  her 
charms,  although  this  appeared  impossible ;  but  I  soon  dis- 
covered that  you  had  had  a  very  different  design. 

**  As  soon  as  the  festival  of  the  misletoe  was  come,  which  is 
attended  by  all  the  inhabitants  of  the  surrounding  country, 
your  daughter  made  her  appearance  there  in  the  dress  of  a 
shepherdess  ;  no  sooner  did  she  show  herself,  than  all  the  most 
distinguished  shepherds  fell  in  love  with  her,  followed  her 
hither,  frequently  repeated  their  visits,  and  having  declared 
their  passion  to  her,  and  experienced  her  rigour  by  a  thousand 
tokens  of  contempt  and  aversion,  bade  her  farewell  in  songs  of 
the  most  touching  tenderness,  took  to  their  beds  and  died. 

"  Shortly  after,  a  magnificent  tournament  was  held  at  the 
Barri^res  de  St.  Denis,  at  which  the  flower  of  our  good  King 
Pepin's  knights  were  to  maintain  at  the  point  of  their  lances, 
that  the  Princess  Hermenegesilda,  his  niece,  was  the  loreliest 
princess  in  the  universe.    Tou  sent  thither  the  divine  Alie, 
accompanied  by  four  sylphs,  who  had  assisted  at  her  toilet,, 
and  waited  on  her  in  the  capacity  of  maids  of  honour.     When 
the  king  beheld  Alie,  he  was  dazzled  with  her  beauty,  while 
the  princess,  his  niece,  who  was  seated  at  the  foot  of  his  throne, 
blushed   scarlet  with  shame  and  mortification.     It  was  not 
without  sufficient  cause  that  she   did   so,   for  only  a   small 
number  of  the  older  courtiers  ranged  themselves  on  the  side 
of  her  beauty ;  all  the  heroes  declared  for  Alie ;  the  Baron 
d'Argenteuil,  the  Yidame  de  Gonesse,  the  Chatelain  de  Vau- 
girard,  and  the  Seneschal  de  Poissy,  entered  the  lists  in  favour 
of  Alie,  and  having  carried  the  day,  accompanied  her  hither. 
Tou  treated  them  as  magnificently  as  your  daughter  treated 
them  scurvily.     As  for  me,  inclining  to  them  as  I  did   on 
account  of  their  youth,  their  valour,  and  their  handsome  looks, 
I  made  no  doubt  but  Alie  would  make  choice  of  one  among 
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tliem,  and  that  we  should  soon  see  one  of  these  noble  lords  the 
happy  possessor  of  all  her  charms.  But  I  was  mistaken.  While 
thus  oyer  head  and  ears  in  love,  thej  were  contending  against 
the  repulses  of  Alie,  and  wasting  away  with  vain  longing, 
the  king  caused  a  proclamation  to  be  published  by  sound  of 
trumpet,  summoning  them  to  appear  before  him,  and  answer 
for  the  insult  they  had  done  to  the  first  princess  of  the  blood  ; 
and  as  they  were  not  forthcoming,  he  had  sentenced  them  all  to 
be  hanged  ;  but  the  cruel  Alie  spared  them  so  ignominious  an 
end,  by  causing  them  to  die  of  despair.  I  wept  with  grief 
at  their  fate,  especially  at  that  of  the  Yicomte  de  Gonesse,  a 
gentleman  of  great  promise,  and  who  seemed  to  inspire  you 
with  some  degree  of  pity.  I  repented  then,  that  I  had 
thrown  the  ivory  ball  into  the  fountain  of  the  bower,  not 
doubting  but  it  was  that  which  caused  the  pitiless  hatred  of 
Alie  against  all  her  lovers.  Nevertheless,  I  perceived  that 
you  were  not  satisified  with  its  effects,  notwithstanding  all 
the  tragical  deaths  it  had  caused,  and  that  you  had  some 
particular  victim  in  your  eye  who  was  not  forthcoming.  Of 
this  I  became  certain  when  you  commanded  me  to  take  the 
form  of  a  roebuck,  and  to  wander  in  the  forest  surrounding  the 
magnificent  palace  of  Noisy.  I  obeyed  you  with  reluctance, 
fearing  that  it  was  to  lure  some  unforttmate  wretch  into  the 
snares  of  Alie's  beauty.  As  soon  as  I  had  reached  the  middle 
of  the  forest,  I  heard  a  loud  clamour  of  dogs  and  hunting-horns  ; 
it  was  a  wolf  hunt.  He  seemed  a  large  and  dauntless  one  ; 
for  although  he  was  hard  pressed,  as  soon  as  he  saw  me^  he 
made  a  dart  at  me  on  his  way,  but  I  leapt  up  in  the  air,  and 
he  passed  beneath  me.  As  soon  as  the  leaders  of  the  pack 
caught  sight  of  me,  they  quitted  the  scent  of  the  wolf  to  follow 
mine.  I  had  changed  myself  into  a  very  pretty  roebuck,  and 
was  as  swift  as  the  wind ;  I  allowed  the  dogs  to  come  near  me 
as  I  had  done  with  the  wolf,  and  when  they  thought  they  had 
me,  in  three  leaps  I  was  out  of  sight.  They  followed  me  with 
the  most  clamorous  cries ;  I  waited  for  them  again ;  their 
master  was  close  at  their  heels,  and  when  he  saw  me  halt, 
called  them  off.  I  allowed  him  to  approach  me,  as  he  seemed 
to  intend  me  no  harm ;  and  I  merely  walked  slowly  on,  as 
though  to  lead  him  away  from  his  troop  of  followers ;  he 
seemed  to  guess  my  intentions,  for  he  dismissed  his  hunting 
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Bake  ti  once.  When  I  saw  that  fae  waa  aloire,  I  lea^  jnyseSi 
down  on  tile  grass,  and  he  began  to  contemplate  me  witfr  great 
attention,  and,  as  I  thonght,  with  a  kind  of  pleasure  ;  for  my 
part  I  was  so  charmed  wtSi  his  good  boks,  his  wdi-proporfeibned 
figure  and  graceful  carriage^  that  I  could  hare  spent  mj 
whole  fill»  in  adkniring  him. 

*<  Wh«B  he  had  gaied  en  me  for  some  time,  he  exehusaed: 

*  What  a  beaatifol  Sitte*  annual  I  What  wionld  I  ghe  to  hsr& 
it  in  my  meaagerie !      Feov  little  roebuck,'  he  continned, 

*  there  you  might  rest  in  peace,  secure  from  all  the  dangera 
that  threaten  yon  in  the  forest.  Were  I  not  afraid  to-  scare 
you,  I  would  aHght  from  my  horse  to ' 

**  Ere  he  had  finished  speakmg,  we  heard  the  cry  of  another 
pack  of  hounds.     As  they  came  gradually  nearer  and  nearer, 
they  seemed  to  be  cheered  on  by  seme  buU,  which  was  not  yery 
fiir  from  the  truth,  far  it  was  the  giant  Moufineau,   who, 
mounted  on  his  Buge  horse,  was  making^  the  earth  trembSs 
beneath  him,  and  shaking  the  air  with  his  loud  bellowmgs.    He 
no  sooner  caught  sight  of  me  than  he  set  all  his  horrid  cbgs  upon 
me,  and  eren  launched  a  jarehn  at  me,  whrch  neariy  rent  a 
tree  dose  behind  me  in  two.     The  handsome  huntsman  waa 
indignant  at  this  act,  and  reproached  the  giant  with   his 
barbarity,  at  which  the  cruel  monster  was  so  transported'  with 
rage  that,  glancing  at  him  with  an  infuriated  eye,  he  Taunted 
another  javelin  at  him  as  long  as  a  lance,  but  which  passed 
over  his  head,  for  the  giant  was  fortunately  as  awkward  as  he 
was  brutal  and  power^.     The  handsome  huntsman  drew  hia 
sw<M*d  on  the  instcmt,  and  darting  towards  him  while  yet  his  head 
was  bent  over  his  horse  by  the  effort  of  throwing,  diealt  him  so 
furious  a  back-handed  blow  on  the  top  of  his  head,  that  it 
sounded  as  though  it  had  fallen  on  an  anvil.     It  stretched  him 
senseless  on  the  ground,  although  he  was  not  wounded',  and  put 
an  end  to  a  combat  which  had  made  me  tremblefor  my  generous 
defender. 

"Friendship  and  gratitude  prevailing  over  me,  I  could  not 
persuade  myself  to  betray  him  to  certain  death  by  leading  him 
to  the  fountain  of  the  bower.  Seeing,  therefore,  that  he  was 
following  me,  I  began  to  run,  but  in  an  opposite  direction  to 
the  fatal  fountain.  Nevertheless,  when  I  had  had  a  good  ran, 
I  suddenly  perceived  that  we  were  already  beneath  the  first  of 
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tlie  large  trees,  whose  thick  foliage  shelter  it  from  the  beams 
of  the  sun.  The  lovely  Alie  was  then  bathing  ;  all  at  once  it 
occurred  to  my  mind  how  many  lovers  had  perished  for  only 
beholding  hes  visage^  and  persuaded  that  my  dear  defender  had 
but  a  few  moments  more  to-  live,  I  began  to  slfed  tears. 

^<  When  your  daughter  became  euware  of  the  presence  of  a  man 
BO  near  the  fountain,  she  gasrea  load  scream.  The  sylphs  who 
had  been  assisting  her  to  undress,  took  flight,  and  buried 
themselves  in.  the  wood%.  For  my  part,.  I  was  in  despair  at  the 
sad  result  of  my  adventure,  and  concealed  myself  behind 
a  bush,  l^t  I  might  witness  the  tragical  end  to  which  I  had 
brought  the  mostkind-^earted  of  men.  I  was  not  long,  however, 
in  this  cruel  suspense.  After  gazing  for  some  time  upon  Alie, 
I  saw  him  draw  near  the  fountain.  AJie's  eyes  had  been 
Gondnueilly  fixed  on  his  &om  the  first  moment  of  her  surprise  ; 
but  it  was  no  longer  with  one  of  those  glances  of  mingled  scorn 
and  aversion  with  which  she  had  slain  aH  her  former  lovers. 
Meanwhile  it  was  evident  that  the  handsome  huntsman  was  no 
liesfr  oapliirated  by  her  appearance,  and  I  was  overwhelmed  with 
joy  when  I  observed  that  he  was  none  the  worse  for  it.  It  was 
true  I  had  had  an  example  of  this  in  the  case  of  the  giant 
Moulineau,  who  was  certainly  as  deeply  smitten  as  such  a  brute 
eould  be ;  but  I  always  suspected  that  he  had  not  brains  enough 
to>  die  for  love.  At  last  the  handsome  huntsman  respectfully 
addressed  Alie,  and  said  several  things  which,  for  a  first 
interview,  were  very  loving  indeed.  The  answers  she  made  him 
were  by  no  means  barbarous  or  cruel ;  and  never  was  I  more 
pleased  than  to  see  two  suehehaarming  persons  so  soon  stnke 
up  an  acquaintance.. 

'^  If  you  be  not.  the  queen  of  the  Gods^.  or  the  mother  of 
Cupid,"  said  he,  ''tell  me,  I  pray,,  what  mortal  creature  is  it 
who  shares  their  lustre  and  their  majesty,  and  I  will  adore  no 
other  being  upon  earth." 

"And  you,"  replied  Alie,  "  if  you  be  not  that  very  Cupid 
whereof  you  speak,  who  then  ean  you  be  ?  But  be  you  who- 
soever you  may,  not  only  do  I  receive  your  homage,  but  I 
promise  you  that  I  will  receive  no  other  ;  so  you  be  not  the 
Prince  of  Noisy." 

"  Wretch  I  "  cried  the  Bruid,  interrupting  Puncheon, 
*^  what  name  hast  thou  aomided  in  my  ears  ?     The  Prince  of 
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Noisy,  that  man  whom  I  d«test  no  less  than  the  Ram  £      Bat 
proceed,  and  let  me  hear  the  rest  of  this  fatal  conversation." 

"It was  continued,"  said  the  faithful  Puncheon,  "by   the 
handsome  huntsman  acknowledging  himself  to  he  no    other 
than  this  Prince  of  Noisy.     This  announcement  thre^w   Alie 
into  a  state  of  embarrassment,  and  for  a  few  moments  she  was 
lost  in  reflection  ;  at  the  end  of  which,  however^  she  was  in 
the  same  mind  as  before.     And  how  could  it  be  otherwise, 
when  the  Prince  of  Noisy  solemnly  swore  that  he  adored,  and 
that  he  could  not  live  without  seeing  her !     She  told  him  to 
come  on  the  third  night  from  that  day,  to  the  margin  of  the 
same  fountain,  to  pluck  one  of  those  yellow  flowers  which  he 
saw  there,  and  following  the  course  of  the  streamlet,  to  proceed 
to  the  waters  of  the  Nile,  where  she  should  expect  him  ;    alter 
which  she  bade  him  retire.     He  obeyed,  solemnly  protesting 
that  he  would  worship  her  till  death." 

'*  And  what  didst  thou  ?  "  said  the  Druid,  **  the  while  thou 
heardst  all  this." 

"  I  ?  "  replied  Puncheon ;  "  I  congratulated  myself  that  I  had 
so  exactly  executed  your  designs,  and  had  brought  to  jour 
daughter  the  very  man  whom  you  seemed  to  wish  for.    No,  my 
good  master,  at  that  time  I  was  not  guilty  ;  it  was  afterwards 
that  I  offended,  and  I  will  tell  you  how.     After  casting  aside 
the  appearance  of  a  roebuck,  I  hastened  to  seek  you  out,  eager 
to  relate  all  that  had  occurred.      When  I  appeared  before 
you,  I  was  anticipated  by  your  reproaches  of  my  negligence  in 
not  delivering  up  your  mortal  enemy  to  all  the  fury  of  your 
resentment,  by  exposing  him  to  the  eyes  and  to  the  hatred  of 
Alie.     I  wanted  no  more  at  once  to  perceive,  that  if  you  knew 
how  matters  had  really  fared,  you  would  have  killed  us  all  three ; 
and  it  was  in  this  fear  that  I  told  you  I  had  only  met  with  the 
giant  Moulineau,  who  had  attempted  to  kill  me.     I  promised 
to  do  better  another  time,  and  assured  you  I  would  never  rest 
until  I  had  brought  you  the  object  of  aU  your  hatred.     Tou 
will  remember  with  what  eagerness  you  once  more  commanded 
me  to  do  so.   As  I  knew  full  well  that  he  would  come  without  my 
troubling  myself  to  seek  him,  two  days  after  I  took  the  shape 
of  a  stag,  but  instead  of  setting  out  to  lure  the  Prince  of 
Noisy,  whose  mind  was  bent  on  far  other  things  than  the  chase, 
I  presented  myself  before  the  giant,  who  had  .taken  the  field 
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with  all  his  hunting  train.  I  seemed  to  him  the  largest  and 
finest  stag  of  the  forest,  and  he  at  once  began  a  furious  pursuit 
of  me.  I  determined  to  lead  him  a  chase  to  his  heart's  content. 
My  first  halt  was  at  Montmartre,  where  I  waited  for  him  on 
the  top  of  the  hill,  and  when  he  had  reached  the  place  where  I 
was,  to  the  infinite  regret  of  his  great  elephant  of  a  horse,  he 
stopped  to  draw  breath.  I  had  halted,  and  the  dogs  thought  1 
was  at  bay  ;  he  urged  them  to  attack  me,  and  I  killed  him  four 
of  them  in  a  moment.  I  then  darted  off  down  the  side  of  the 
hill,  he  hotly  pursuing  me.  I  leaped  over  a  quarry-pit,  half 
covered  over  with  brambles,  into  which  he  and  his  unwieldy 
beast  pitched  headlong,  and  narrowly  escaped  a  broken  neck. 
He  was  extricated,  with  some  difficulty,  and  seeing  that  I  was 
only  running  at  a  trotting  pace  before  him,  he  made  up  his 
mind  to  have  his  revenge.  I  brought  him  back  to  Noisy,  where 
I  swam  the  river,  he  leaping  into  it  from  the  steepest  part  of 
the  bank,  which  I  had  on  purpose  selected ;  and  were  there 
such  a  thing  as  a  river  deep  enough  to  drown  him,  he  would 
infallibly  have  perished. 

"  At  last,  after  reducing  him  to  a  state  of  despair,  I  buried 
myself  in  the  depths  of  the  forest,  and  then  returned  to  tell  you 
that  I  had  been  hunted  by  a  young  man  of  surpassing  beauty ; 
but  that  whenever  I  had  attempted  to  lead  him  towards  the 
fountain  of  the  cradle,  he  had  always  checked  himself,  and 
taken  another  road.  You  were  at  no  trouble  to  believe  this ; 
and  if  you  remember,  you  told  me  it  was  useless  to  think  more 
of  it,  and  that  you  could  see  he  was  protected  by  Merlin,  the 
enchanter.  That  day  you  did  not  shut  me  up,  because  you 
wished  me  to  watch  over  the ,  gardens  and  the  castle  during 
the  night,  as  you  had  some  other  duty  for  the  usual  watch  to 
perform. 

"  I  was  delighted  to  have  this  task  allotted  me,  for  I  had  a 
great  curiosity  to  witness  an  interview  which  would  naturally 
be  of  a  most  tender  and  agreeable  nature.  A&  soon  as  the 
night  was  fairly  set  in,  the  fair  Alio  crossed  the  parterre  and 
found  the  prince  where  she  had  expected  she  would  yet  have 
sometime  to  wait  for  him,  and  brought  him  back  into  the 
garden.  I  followed  them  step  by  step  wherever  they  walked, 
and  my  invisibleness  removing  the  constraint  which  my  presence 
would  have  occasioned,  I  heard  the  Prince  of  Noisy  give 
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ntlenmee  to  all  that  the  most  tender  and  the  most  respectful  lore 
impireB  under  Boch  ch^eumBtonees,  and  which  was  answered 
hf  afl  that  umocenoe  allowB  a  heart  moyed  'with    extreme 
tendemoBB  to  ezpresB.     After  Bpending  the  first  znoments  in 
mntaal  ezpresrionfi  of  affection,  Alio  sighed.     The  prince  was 
tronUed  at  this  sigh,  and  asked  her  what  had  caused  it.      AGe 
iM  him  that  she  feared  she  should  not  he  ahle  to  <rrercome 
aH  the  diffioi:dties  and  ohstacles  which  must  infallihly  cross  him 
in  his  designs.     She  spoke  to  him  of  the  giant's  persecntioii 
and  his  tlurests ;  adding  that  she  made  no  acoount  of  them 
however,  and  that  he  was  a  monster  for  whom  she  only  fdt 
disgust  and  contempt,  without  doing  him  the  honour  of  hating 
him.     She  told  him,  moreover,  that  although  yon  laved  lier 
more  dearly  than  your  life,  you  would  never  consent  to  her 
marriage,  because  you  had  discovered  by  her  horoseope,    tiiat 
it  Would  be  fatal  to  her  so  long  as  the  Prince  of  Noisy  was 
among  living  men ;  that  it  was  for  that  reason  that  you  had 
armed  her  heart  with  a  hatred  which  had  proved  fatal  to  ail 
who  had  loved  her,  as  an  example  to  others,  and  to  rid  you 
from  the  importunity  of  suitors  ;  that  he  was  therefore  ihe  sole 
object  of  your  fears  and  of  your  persecution,  and  timt  she  knew 
jou  would  use  every  means  to  destroy  him. 

'*  As   she  <attered  these  last  words,  the  fa«r  eyes  of  Alie 
became  sufiFused  with  tears ;  the  Prince  of  Noisy  threw  himseif 
at  her  feet  and  told  her  he  was  not  worthy  Hhe  'flmallest  of 
those  drops ;  and  that  he  would  esteem  it  a  greater  happiness 
to  die  adoring  her  than  to  li<ve  for  anotlher.     These  tender 
speeches  only  added  to  her  tears  and  affliction.     At  last  they 
parted,  after  taking  heaven  to  witness  that  l^ey  would  never 
cease  loving  each  otiher.     Ahihough  they  have  frequently  met 
since,  I  swear  upon  your  sacred  head  that  every  interview  past 
as  innocently  as  though  yourself  had  been  present.   For  my  part, 
knowing  that  nothing  is  conoealed  from  you  when  yea  dheose 
to  learn  it,  I  thought  you  were  informed  of  adi  thivt  had  taken 
pkice,  believing  tliat  you  ^allowed  it  for  «0me  iieeiet  reason  of 
yonr  own. 

**  In  fine,  the  last  day  they  saw  each  other,  Alie  appeared  a 
thousand  limes  more  beautifiil  ^han  usual,  from  the  joy  that 
was  in  her  heart.  It  was  amidst  the  transports  of  tins  joy 
that  she  informed  the  Prinoe  of  Noisy  she  had  found  that 
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wlucli  would  secure  tKeir  ha^^iness,  h\A  that  wka4;ev0r  danger 

ODae  tfikT  the  other  incurred  %  it,  he  mufit  follow  h^r  into  the 

caBtle  in  order  to  learn  what  he  Jiad  to  do.     >S(he  entered  first, 

biddisig  him  not  foUow  Joer  until  half  an  hour  had  ela|>8ed; 

but  tke  imf>atienoe  -ef  the  Prince  of  Noisj  so  shortened  this 

kalf  hoar  that  at  the  end  of  a  few  minutes  he  ran  with 

eagerness  to  the  door  which  seemed  to  he  standing  open. 

NevertheleaB  he  could  nerer  succeed  in  <entering,  for  now  it 

would  rise  Above  him,  then  sink  down  below  him ;  at  one  time 

it  ahifbed  to  the  right,  at  another  to  the  left*  and  so  went  on 

eluding  aU  his  atten^pts  tiU  another  balf  hour  was  spent  in 

addition  to  that  already  enjooned  bim.     Alio,  imjpatient  ftt  his 

dd:ajr,  appeared  sat  the  window,  and  seeing  the  pnnoe,  asked 

bim  in  a  ^tful  tone  why  he  bfad  not  followed  her*     When 

Bbe  was  apprised  ,of  the  obstade  which  opposed  his  entrance, 

she  came  down  to  assiarib  him,  but  the  same  thing  befel  her 

irem  within,   as  he  bad  encountered  from  without;.      She 

xeturned  to  Ibe  window,  and  afW  teUing  him  that  he  had  been 

-too  hasty,  she  bade  him  stand  exactly  beneath  the  window 

until  she  should  come  back.     A  moment  after  she  returned 

witih  a  book,  and  told  the  prince  hurriedly  not  to  open  it  in 

any  other  place  than  where  the  leaf  was  folded  down.    She  then 

ffeotlvdropt  it,  while  be  stretched  his  band  up  to  receive  it,  but 

f  «J  of  Ld  8«ddenly  ™bg  blew  it  on  oi^  aide  and  caused 

it  to  foJl  on  the  bead  of  one  of  the  silver  dogs.     As  soon  as  it 

had  touched  it,  a  long  howling  sound  wm  heard,  and  the  earth 

tvcDdded ;  ihe  prince  lost  no  time  in  picking  up  the  book  and 

mnking  bis  escape;  but  from  that  day  to  this  he  has  never 

been  seen  either  by  myself  or  Alio.     Sbe  bad  nigh  gone 

distraoted  at  it,  and  you  yoursdlf  would  have  been  moved  with 

pity,  as  I  have  been  so  often,  to  see  her  walking  aloue  through 

aU  the  places  wb€a*e  they  had  been  together,  and,  after  caUing 

upon  thiam  a  bundred  times  to  restore  him  to  her,  accuse  him 

of  pafidy,  i«canirtancy,  .nd  twachery.  w  fatt  to  weeping  his 

death  in  so  piteous  ;a  manner  that  it  would  have  made  any 

body  s  heart  Meed  to  hear  ber.     It  was  at  about  this  tune  that 

yon  canoeived  so  hotter  a  hatred  for  the  giant's  ram,  of  which 

you  heard  such  extraordinary  stories,  and  whose  ministry  has 

ooeasioned  you  so  much  trouble,  and  is  the  cause  of  your  present 

state  of  embanrassment," 
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'*  I  Lare  already  told  you/'  continued  little  Puncheon,  ''that 
whatever  shape  I  assumed,  and  whatever  industry  I  employed, 
I  have  never  heen  ahle  to  penetrate  into  the  ahode  of  the 
giant  to  execute  your  orders,  nor  to  learn  who  or  what  this 
singular  ram  can  he.  A  secret  power  rendered  me  motionless 
as  soon  as  I  was  within  a  certain  distance,  and  only  permitted 
me  to  retrace  my  steps.  This,  my  heloved  master  and 
sovereign,  is  a  sincere  and  full  confession  of  the  offences  I 
have  committed  against  you,  and  I  submit  myself  to  aU  the 
punishment  you  may  be  pleased  to  inflict  on  me  for  their 
expiation,  provided  I  am  not  banished  from  the  favour  of  your 
•  countenance.  As  I  have  offended  you,  however,  by  concealing 
those  things  of  which  I  ought  to  have  apprised  you,  I  wUl 
inform  you  of  something  which  may  perhaps  prove  of  some 
use.  Know  then  that  the  Prince  of  Noisy  must  be  somewhere 
in  the  neighbourhood ;  for  although  he  has  not  been  seen,  be 
has  this  very  day  spoken  to  Alie :  even  had  I  not  recognised 
him  by  his  voice,  what  he  said  to  her  places  the  fact  beyond 
aU  doubt,  and  this  I  imagine  it  is  which  has  thrown  her  into 
the  state  in  which  you  found  her." 

Poor  little  Puncheon  having  finished  his  recital,  remained 
silent,  and  threw  himself  once  more  flat  upon  the  ground  to 
beg  pardon  for  his  oflence.  The  Druid,  who  loved  him,  after 
severely  reprimanding  him,  though  in  a  very  gentle  tone,  granted 
him  a  free  pardon.  He  then  told  him  that  it  was  evident  be 
had  more  than  one  enemy  to  fear,  that  he  was  but  too  well 
assured  there  was  a  design  upon  his  subterraneous  treasure, 
and  shutting  him  up  again  in  the  statue,  bade  him  watch  over 
it  with  more  care  and  more  zealously  than  ever. 

While  these  things  are  going  on  within  the  castle,  we  must 
throw  a  glance  upon  the  doings  of  the  besiegers  without.  We 
have  made  noise  enough  in  verse  on  the  subject  of  their  attack, 
and  the  fears  of  Alie  when  she  witnessed  the  assault ;  but 
you  will  be  pleased  not  to  lay  much  stress  on  all  this,  it 
is  the  mere  license  of  poetry.  There  is,  however,  no  doubt 
but  that  the  enamoured  Moulineau,  whose  chief  occupation 
was  smoking  badgers  and  foxes  in  their  holes,  had  lit  up 
a  bundle  or  so  of  straw  at  the  foot  of  the  wall  from  which  his 
mistress  had  insulted  him,  in  the  hope  of  revenging  himself 
by  stifling  her :    but  it  is   still  more  certain  that  he  had 
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turned  tail  the  moment  he  saw  the  sudden  kind  of  inundation 
with  which  the  Druid  had  deluged  the  castle.  It  is  also 
a  fact,  however,  that  l^e  had  taken  courage  again  at  seeing 
the  hridge  which  his  ram  had  thrown  over  this  little  torrent, 
and  if  I  he  not  mistaken,  on  this  hridge  did  we  leave  them 
both,  the  while  the  giant  was  giving  vent  to  a  multitude  of 
threats.  He  made  up  his  mind  the  place  was  theirs  when  he 
saw  the  Druid  deserting  his  post  to  betake  himself  to  his  library. 
But  his  ram  held  him  back  upon  the  bridge  at  the  moment  he 
was  calling  out  for  ladders  to  scale  the  walls.  He  told  him  that 
the  Druid  hiad  not  retired  from  fear  ;  that  this  retreat  was  the 
mask  of  some  cunning  device  ;  that  even  should  he  get  into  the 
very  heart  of  the  place  he  would  not  be  one  jot  advanced ;  that 
it  was  full  of  armed  statues,  which  he  could  animate  at  his 
pleasure,  and  that  there  were  especially  two  silver  dogs  at  his 
door,  the  least  of  which  could  strangle  an  entire  army  if  once 
it  were  let  loose  on  them  ;  it  was  his  ndvice  therefore  that 
they  should  withdraw,  seeing  moreover  that  night  was  fast 
approaching,  and  when  they  reached  their  own  quarters  they 
should  hold  a  council  as  to  what  was  to  be  done. 

The  giant,  who  easily  allowed  himself  to  be  governed  when 
there  was  danger  in  sight,  betook  himself  with  all  possible 
expedition  to  his  abode.  They  had  supper  before  holding  their 
council,  and  after  supper  Moulineau  would  hear  of  no  business, 
for  he  had  eaten  enough  for  three  wolves,  and  drunk  enough 
for  three  sturdy  sots.  Accordingly  he  threw  himself  into  a 
large  easy  chair,  and  thus  addressed  the  ram  : 

"  By  the  way,  how  is  it  that  you,  who  are  only  a  senseless 
animal,  can  speak  as  weU  as  I,  and  better?" 

"I  will  tell  you  with  pleasure,"  replied  the  ram.  "You 
know  that  the  souls  of  all  men  pass  after  death  into  the  body 
of  some  animal,  and  then,  some  time  after,  into  the  body  of 
another  man?" 

"  Of  a  truth,"  said  the  giant,  "never  did  such  a  notion 
enter  my  head.  For  instance,  now,  what  animal  could  I  have 
been?" 

"You,"  said  the  ram,  "you  were  an  ant." 

He  had  no  sooner  uttered  the  word  than  the  giant,  who 
could  abide  nothing  worse  than  being  likened  to  anything 
small,  and  who  more  than  once  had  like  to  have  revolted 


474  COUNT  Hamilton's  tales. 

from  the  channs  of  the  •divine  Alie,  beefmse  ebe  was  odIj 
taller  by  a  foot  than  my  ladieB,  your  dder  Bisters,  rose^ 
and  laying  hiB  hand  on  the  hik  of  his  horrible  Bcimitar, 
exclaimed :  "  Miserable  kunbkiii,  I  know  not  what  withholds 
me  from  sending  your  head,  with  its  two  em'sed  boms,  flying 
ten  leagues  £rom  me."  The  ram,  who  was  not  a  whit  afraid 
of  him,  Be^ertheless  pretended  to  be  aeoced  with  fear,  knelt 
down  before  him,  and  kissed  the  «arth  three  times  in  token  of 
hnmiliatioB  ;  and  seeing  tiie  giaat  was  somowhAt  pacified  bj 
this  action,  he  rose  again  sxid  eonticited  thus  4 

**  If  yonr  highness  oonld  only  read,  yon  would  soosi  see  that 
I  haye  said  notlnng  hot  whait  w&s  strictly  true. .  And  if  fate 
at  one  time  so  far  wnmged  yon  as  to  endose  so  magnammous 
a  soni  and  so  vast  a  mind  in  the  'body  'Of  a  creature  so 
diminutire,  doubtless  it  will  repair  the  injury  hj  making  you, 
as  BOOB  as  you  are  dead,  a  dromedary,  then  an  el^shant,  and, 
in  the  oonrse  of  a  few  years,  a  whale.  *^ 

The  giant,  charmed  with  the  bnUiant  prospect  unfolded  to 
him,  held  out  his  hand  for  his  oonfidant  <to  kiss,  threw  himself 
back  into  his  easy  dmir,  and,  to  drive  Away  the  unpleasant 
considerations  suggested  by  metempsyehodis,  •conmiaaided  him 
to  dhrert  his  mind  with  some  agreeable  tale.  After  musing 
for  some  time,  l^e  ram  began  thus  : 

**  From  the  time  the  white  fox  had  received  his  wounds^  ithe 
queen  never  &iled  to  pay  him  a  visit  every  day." 

*'  My  woolly  friend,"  said  the  giant,  intoiTuptiDg  Inm,  ^'  not 
a  word  of  all  this  do  I  compreftk^uL  If  you  would  <have  the 
kindness  to  begin  by  the  beginning  I  should  feel  obliged  to 
you,  for  I  have  always  found  that  stories  which  begin  thus  in 
the  middle,  have  no  of^er  effect  than  that  of  idirowiug  the 
mind  into  a  state  of  hopeless  confasion."' 

"  Wefl,"  said  the  ram,  "  I  consent,  though  it  be  against 
custom,  to  put  everything  in  chronological  order;  the  beginning 
of  my  story,  tbei<efore,  shall  he  placed  foramoBt." 

STORY  OP  PERTHARITES  AND  FERANDINA. 

There  was  onoe  a  king  of  Lombardy  who  was  the  ugliest 
man  in  his  kingdom,  vmA  his  wife  the  most  beautiful  woman 
in  t^e  universe  ;  but  to  make  up  ^e  balance  he  was  thfi  best 
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of  all  hTZfibands  and  sha  the  mosj;  cnrBt  of  shrews.  Not  only 
did  she  never  allew  him  to  approach  her,  but  she  would  not 
suffer  him  even  to  look  at  "her;  Jiotwithstanding  which  she 
would  never  cease  rating  him  because  they  had  no  children. 
He  had  a  aooa  and  a  daughter  by  a  former  marriage,  who  were 
adored  throughout  the  kingdom,  no  less  than  they  were  hated 
and  tyramaased  over  by  their  cruel  step-mother.  Although  her 
heart  was  iproof  against  all  tender  emotion,  she  was  so  jealous 
of  her  beauty,  that  if  she  heard  by  chance  of  any  young  person 
possessed  of  -charms,  and  who  had  dared  appear  in  public  and 
be  admired,  she  immediately  caused  her  to  be  carried  off ;  and 
indeed  it  ^as  quite  it  sight  to  see  her  maids  of  honoiir,  so 
inmn^assable  was  .then-  u^ness.  The  king,  on  the  contrary, 
certainly  the  most  iU-fayoured  man  nature  ever  formed,  took  a 
pleasure  in  seeing  none  but  the  handsomest  and  best  made  men 
about  him ;.  but  he  had  aH  the  pains  in  the  world  to  keep  them 
by  him,  so  provoked  were  tiiey  at  the  repulsive  •creatures 
composing  the  queen's  retinue. 

In  spite  of  every  mark  of  contempt  and  hatred  daily  heaped 
upon  him  by  her,  ^e  king  was  so  fondly  in  love  with  her  thtft 
he  allowed  her  to  do  whatever  she  chose.  She  was  mistress 
absolute  of  his  kingdom  and  of  his  subjects  ;  and  this  unjust 
power  was  even  extended  over  his  children.  The  poor  princess 
had  to  suffer  cruelly  for  the  misfortune  of  being  as  beautifal  as 
her  jealous  step^mother :  she  was  confined  to  an  attic  at  the 
top  of  the  palace,  where  no  one  dared  pay  their  court  to  her. 
The  queen  had  given  her  a  fury  for  a  governess ;  she  was  an 
old  humpibacked  hag,  who,  after  scoldang  her  all  day,  would 
wake  her  up  at  night  to  load  her  with  fresh  abuse.  Her 
whole  study  was  to  spoil  her  figure  by  making  her  wear  clothes 
made  expressly  for  that  purpose,  and  to  dull  her  coraplezion 
by  every  kind  of  viHanous  tricks.  Ko  gentler  creature  ever 
bSeeatbed  than  was  this  adorable  princesB,  tears  ibeing  her  sole 
resource  amidst  all  these  sufferings.  The  prince  was  almost 
as  ill  treated  by  the  officers  appointed  to  serve  him,  who  were 
all  chosen  l>y  the  queen  and  entu*ely  devoted  to  her  :  but  he 
was  far  from  being  as  tpntiemt  ;as  his  sister,  as  you  iwill  :BOon 
lieam. 

The  King  of  Lambaody  had  a  coucdn^erman  :a&er  'die 
faahiom  vof  Brittany,  who  was  Archduke  of  PlaoeoanL     This 
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prince  bad  gone  mad  from  sleeping  one  night  in  a  castle  in  tlic 
middle  of  a  forest,  in  which  he  had  lost  his  way  while  hunting. 
The  castle  was  haunted  by  spirits,  and  he  was  said  to  have 
seen  some  so  extraordinary,  that  fright  had  scared  his  wits, 
and  all  the  physicians  in  the  world  had  failed  to  effect 
his  cure. 

He  had  a  son  and  daughter  whom  he  loved  passionately, 
and  not  without  reason,  for  two  more  perfect  creatures  never 
existed.  The  prince  was  called  Pertharites,  and  the  princess 
Ferandina ;  they  were  both  inconsolable  at  the  condition  to 
which  they  beheld  the  best  of  fathers  reduced.  They  sent  to 
consult  a  famous  enchantress,  who  was  held  to  be  one  of  the 
sybils  ;  she  lived  near  the  lake  of  Avemo,  and  ishe  was  called 
the  Mother  of  Sheaths,  because  the  cavern  which  she  inhabited 
was  lined  with  sheaths  ;  and  every  one  who  came  to  consult  her 
was  obliged  to  bring  her  a  knife,  which  she  thrust  into  one  of 
these  sheaths  before  she  gave  her  answer.  All  that  she  said 
in  reply  to  those  who  had  come  to  consult  her  on  the  malady  of 
the  prince  was,  that  his  children  had  nothing  to  do  but  seek 
their  father's  wits  in  the  same  place  where  he  had  lost  them. 
The  ministers  and  the  whole  council  opposed  this  measure,  and 
said  it  was  quite  enough  that  their  prince  should  be  mad 
without  the  rest  of  the  family  running  the  risk  of  following 
his  example  ;  but  all  they  could  say  was  of  no  avail.  Pertharites 
was  obstinate  in  his  resolution  of  going  thither  alone,  as  the 
representative  of  both  ;  but  to  this  his  sister  would  not  consent, 
and  after  many  vain  efforts  to  detain  them,  the  handsome 
Pertharites  and  the  charming  Ferandina  set  out  for  the  haunted 
castle.  The  whole  court  accompanied  them  to  the  spot,  but 
they  entered  the  castle  alone  ;  and  though  a  fortnight  elapsed 
in  expectation  of  their  return,  they  never  made  their  appearance. 
The  despair  which  followed  this  deplorable  event  was  universal 
throughout  the  dominions  of  Placenza.  At  first  it  was 
suggested  that  the  Mother  of  Sheaths  should  be  burned  alive. 
The  attempt  would  have  proved  a  vain  one,  for  in  those  days 
witches  did  not  allow  themselves  to  be  roasted  as  they  do  now. 
The  president  of  the  council,  a  prudent  and  weU-advised  man, 
recommended  instead  of  this  that  all  the  most  distinguished 
persons,  of  the  country  should  each  visit  her,  and  presenting 
her  with  a  knife  set  in  precious  stones,  implore  her  assistance. 
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The  magnificence  of  the  presents  seemed  to  throw  her  into 
a  favourable  mood ;  the  knives  were  all  thrust  into  their 
respective  sheaths — for  there  would  still  have  been  empty  ones 
to  receive  them,  though  all  the  knives  in  the  universe  had  been 
brought  her. 

**  Friend  ram/'  said  the  giant,  "  what  was  the  good  of  all 
these  knives  and  sheaths  to  the  people  of  Lombardj  you  were 
mentioning  just  now  ?  " 

"  If  your  giantship  will  have  a  moment's  patience,"  replied 
the  ram,  **  you  shall  be  enlightened." 

The  sorceress,  after  putting  away  her  presents,  opened  an 
old  cupboard,  out  of  which  she  drew  a  comb  and  a  collar  ;  the 
comb  was  in  a  case,  and  the  collar,  made  of  polished  steel,  was 
fastened  by  a  little  golden  padlock.  **  Here,"  said  she,  "  carry 
these  two  things  to  every  court  in  the  world,  until  you  have 
found  a  lady  beautiful  enough  to  open  this  collar,  and  a  man 
sufficiently  perfect  to  take  this  comb  from  its  case.  When  you 
have  found  these,  you  will  have  nothing  to  do  but  return  home. 
This  is  all  I  can  do  to  assist  your  masters." 

The  officers  of  the  crown  had  travelled  through  every 
part  of  Italy,  without  finding  in  any  of  the  courts  or  pro- 
vinces of  that  kingdom  the  persons  whom  they  sought,  when 
at  last  they  sent  to  announce  their  arrival  and  the  subject  of 
their  visit  to  the  King  of  Lombardy,  who  held  his  court  at 
Mirandoilf,  the  capital  of  his  dominions.  He  was  already 
informed  of  the  misfortunes  of  the  Duke  of  Placenza,  and  of 
the  loss  of  Pertharites  and  Ferandina.  He  made  no  doubt 
but  his  wife  was  beautiful  enough  to  unfasten  the  collar,  and 
that  among  the  youth  who  flourished  at  his  court,  one  would  be 
found  of  sufficient  merit  to  take  the  comb  out  of  its  case  ;  but 
he  could  not  see,  for  the  life  of  him,  how  that  should  help  the 
calamities  of  his  relation.  He  ordered  every  preparation  to  be 
made  for  the  reception  of  the  ambassadors  who  were  to  arrive 
in  a  few  days.  The  queen  thought  of  nothing  but  bathing, 
dressing  her  hair,  and  using  cosmetics ;  for  women,  whose  sole 
concern  is  their  personal  appearance,  think  they  never  can  do 
too  much  to  heighten  it.  The  confidence  she  had  in  her  own 
charms  did  not  prevent  her  feeling  considerable  anxiety  as  to 
the  effect  which  those  of  the  princess  might  produce,  although 
every  means  had  been  used  to  spoil  them.    The  goveriiess,  the 
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lealooB  miniBter  of  ail  the  enL  iamgoB  ci  tke  qnaen^  ran  all 
oyer  the  town  to  find  some  honest  physician  who  would  under- 
take to  give  her  the  small-pox.  Not  finding  what  she  sought, 
she  was  tempted  to  poke  out  one  o£  her  eyes,  and  to  swear  it 
was  done  bj  accident. 

The  prince,  her  brother,  havii^  resolyed  to  go  forth  to  meet 
the  ambassadors  at  some  distance  from  the  city,  sununoned  all 
the  young  noblemen  of  the  court  to  his  apartments  that  they 
might  accompany  him.  He  was  adored  by  them,  but  thej 
scarce  dared  pay  their  court  to  him  lest  the  queen,  whose 
power  was  in  proportion  to  her  charms  and  the  weakness  of 
the  king,  should  be  offended.  The  prince,  whose  mind  was 
sufficiently  formed  to  be  capable  of  acting  with  policy,  dissir 
mulated  his  resentment  out  of  respect  for  hie  father,  to  whom 
he  was  fondly  attached. 

As  he  was  about  to  mount  on  horsebaek,  a  young  noblemait 
drew  near  him«  and  with  tears  in  his  eyes  begged  him  not  to 
mount  the  horse  which  had  been  brought  him,,  as  it  was-  the 
most  yicious  and  ungovernable  of  horsee,  and  had  ah*eady  killed 
three  or  four  persons  who  had  been  forced  to  mount  it>,  and  that 
his  farther,  one  of  the  queen's  first  equerries^  had  chosen  it  on 
purpose  that  some  accident  should  befal  him. 

The  prince  whispered  him  in  his  ear  to  take  no  heed,  and 
proudly  vaulted  into  the  saddle,  when  his  kind  admonitor  had 
nigh  lost  his  life  from  a  dreadful  kick  the  animal  gam  ere  the 
prince  was  well  settled  in  his  seat.  He  was  the  best  nors^oian 
and  the  most  accomplished  proficient  in  aU  manly  exercises  that 
could  be  seen,  except  the  handsome  Pertharites  ;  and  it  was 
well  for  him  that  it  was  so,  for  the  moment  the  cursed  animal 
snuffed  the  air  of  the  open  country  he  became  furious,,  neighing, 
prancLDgr  ^ying  and  kicking  without  cease,  until  the  prince, 
whose  spurs  had  covered  the  horse  with  blood,  was  himself 
covered  with  perspiration  from  his  efforts-  to  control  him.  In 
this  he  tho^ht  he  had  succeeded,  for  he  was  returning  into 
the  city  very  quietly,  surrounded  by  the  ambassadors,  when 
the  queen's  equerry  goaded  him  from  behind  just  as  they 
were  halfway  on  the  bridge*  The  horse  reared  at  first,  and 
feeling  himself  eonstrained,  made  a  side  leap>  clearing  the 
para^pet,i  f ^  h^  the  cttream,  and  was  drowned ;  but  the  prince 
swam  to   the   bank,    and   without  exiubiting   the   slightest 
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reBentment  withdrew  iato  Lja  spartment  in  order  to  change  his 
garmeats. 

The  king  and  queen,  attended  hj  the  whole  court,  were 
awaiting  the  arrival  of  the  ambasfladors  upon  a  scaffolding 
erected  in  one  of  the  public  squaresy  in.  ordfflr  to  proceed  to  the 
trial  which  had  heem  announced*  The  prinjce,  quite  reeorered 
from  the  e£Eeats  o£  hifi  accident,  made  his  appearance  aa  radiant 
as  the  sun,  and  was  received  with  aeckynations  from  the 
multitude^ 

The  ambassadors  arrived  directly  after  the  prince.  As  soon 
aa  they  approached,  the  queen,  widiout  listening  to  the  eompli- 
ments  with  which  they  addressed  her,  said  to  the  prince  that 
it  was  an  ill-timed  jest  to  take  a  bath  at  such  a  time,  and  asked 
him  jeeringly  whether  he  had  found  the  water  pleasant.  At 
this  taunt,  all  the  she-apes  attending  on  her  opened  their 
ugly  mouths,  and  testified  their  approbation  by  bursts  of  loud 
laughter. 

The  queen  was  continuing  in  the  same;  tone,  when  the 
princess  presented  herself.  As  soon  as  she  made  her  appear- 
anee  the  people  broke  intO'  a  murmujr,  and  begam  to  shed  tears, 
the  courtiers  shuddered  with  the  indignation  which  they  dared 
not  express,  and  the  ambassadors,  struck  with  astonishment, 
were  sut  a  loss  what  to  think  when  they  behdd  the  princess, 
whom  they  had  often  heard  compared  with  the  admirable 
Ferandiaa.  She  was  ill'-clad,  and  her  hair  was  worse  dressed; 
for  one  side  of  her  head  had  been  compktely  shorn,  and  to 
render  her  still  more  ridiculous,  her  face  had  been  smeared 
with  yellow  paint.  In  this  plaght  she  stopped  every  moment, 
and  could  not  forbear  shedding  tears  of  shame;  but  her 
governess  pushed  her  on  ronghly  from  behind,  and  forced  her 
to  place  herself  by  the  side  of  the  queen,  who  was  shining  in 
all  the  brilliancy  of  her  beauty,  and  sparkling  with  precious 
stones.  One  would  have  thought  the  triumph  whiek  the  queen 
thus  enjoyed  would  have  been  sufficient,,  but  tot  render  it  more 
complete,  the  ladies  of  the  palace  burst  into-  loud  yells  when 
the  hapless  princess  was  obliged  to  place  herself  beside  her. 

The  king  who  kept  his  eyes  fixed  to  the  ground  was  ready  to 
die  with  shame  and  compassion,  and  having  neither  strength 
of  mind  to  express  his  in<&gnation,  nor  the  courage  to  remain, 
turning   to  liie  ambassadors  observed,    that  there  was  no 
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likelihood  that  he,  the  ugliest  of  men,  was  destined  to  carry  off 
a  prize  which  helonged  to  the  handsomest,  and  commanding 
the  prince,  his  son,  to  fill  his  place,  withdrew. 

The  j>rince  without  losing  time  ordered  the  trial  to  hegin  at 
once.  At  his  direction,  the  comh  was  first  presented  to  the 
queen *B  equerry,  and  when  he  failed  to  draw  it  from  its  case, 
the  prince  ordered  him  to  he  put  to  the  torture,  whereupon  he 
confessed  the  design  he  had  had  of  causing  the  death  of  the 
prince.  Horror-struck  at  this  crime,  the  people  got  possession 
of  him  and  stoned  him  to  death,  in  spite  of  the  queen's 
presence  and  the  prince's  desire  to  save  his  life  for  the  sake  of 
his  son. 

The  collar  was  next  presented  to  the  governess  of  the 
princess,  who  threw  herself  on  her  knees  and  hegged  in  vain 
for  mercy  ;  there  was  no  great  chance  that  she  would  open  it, 
for  she  was  even  more  ugly  than  she  was  wicked.  The  prince 
not  deigning  to  listen  to  the  entreaties  of  his  step-mother, 
who  humhled  herself  before  him  to  obtain  her  pardon,  ordered 
her  to  be  burnt  aUve  at  the  other  end  of  the  city,  that  the 
assembly  might  not  be  inconvenienced  by  the  smell.  This 
ready-handed  justice  was  received  with  shouts  of  approbation 
by  the  whole  town  as  well  as  by  the  court,  with  the  exception 
of  the  queen's  ladies,  who  made  most  piteous  and  woe-begone 
faces  on  the  occasion. 

The  prince  having  imposed  silence  ordered  the  trial  to 
proceed,  adding,  that  none  need  fear  being  punished  if  they 
should  fail,  for  he  had  only  begun  with  these  two  wretches, 
that  he  might  have  an  opportunity  of  making  them  confess  their 
crimes,  and  inflicting  the  punishment  they  so  richly  deserved. 

The  ambassadors  thought  this  address  of  the  young  prince 
full  of  wisdom  and  prudence,  and  the  queen,  who  had  never 
heard  any  one  speak  in  such  a  tone  in  her  presence  before,  was 
lost  in  astonishment.  The  prince  commanded  the  ladies  of 
the  bedchamber  to  attire  his  sister  and  deck  her  out  as  became 
her  age  and  rank,  and  to  be  sure  they  discharged  their  duties 
with  care,  or  their  lives  should  pay  for  it.  He  was  obeyed, 
and  the  princess  returned  so  lovely  and  so  dazzling  that  it  was 
impossible  to  observe  that  she  had  lost  one  side  of  her  hair. 
All  the  men  tried  in  vain  to  withdraw  the  comb  from  its  case ; 
and  it  was  quite  a  pastime  to  hear  how  the  people  yelled  and 
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shouted  every  time  the  collar  was  presented  to  one  of  the 
queen's  ladies.  At  last  it  was  handed  to  the  queen  herself, 
and  after  several  efforts  she  succeeded  in  opening  it,  hut  it 
immediately  closed  again,  making  such  a  terrihle  noise  that 
she  fell  hack  and  was  carried  away  to  all  appearance  lifeless. 

There  only  remained  now  the  prince  and  his  charming  sister 
to  make  the  trial ;  and  the  ambassadors  fuU  of  sadness  had 
filready  made  up  their  minds  they  should  have  to  go  hack  with 
their  comb  and  collar  and  begin  their  journey  once  more.  But 
no  sooner  did  the  prince  take  the  case  into  his  hand  than  the. 
comb  came  out  of  it|  own  accord,  and  in  the  same  manner  the 
collar  opened  at  the  princesses  touch  without  closing  again. 
A  thousand  shouts  rose  into  the  air  at  once,  and  would  have 
continued  some  time  but  for  an  earthquake  which  shook  the 
entire  city,  and  was  followed  by  a  whirlwind,  accompanied 
with  hail  and  Ughtning,  which  dispersed  the  whole  assembly. 
When  it  was  all  over,  the  prince  and  princess  were  nowhere  to 
he  found ;  they  had  disappeared  at  the  same  moment  that 
the  result  of  the  trial  was  decided.  The  news  of  this  event 
spread  imiversal  grief  throughout  the  kingdom.  The  king 
was  inconsolable,  and  the  courtiers,  after  putting  on  the 
deepest  mourning,  dispersed  in  every  direction  to  seek  them 
all  the  world  over.  But  that  which  will  cause  your  giantship 
the  greatest  surprise  is,  that  the  despair  of  the  queen  sur- 
passed the  affliction  of  everybody  else.  The  hatred  which 
she  had  felt  towards  the  prince  and  princess  was  suddenly 
changed  into  affection,  and  that  of  so  violent  a  nature,  that 
she  literally  tore  her  hair  when  she  heard  they  were  lost.  She 
sent  for  the  king  in  order  to  beg  him  to  forgive  her,  for 
instead  of  the  conteiflpt  and  aversion  which  she  had  always 
felt  for  him,  he  was  now  the  object  of  her  heart's  adoration, 
and  her  fancy  pictured  him  to  her  as  the  most  amiable  of 
men,  and  the  most  worthy  to  be  loved.  But  the  king  not 
doubting  but  she  had  caused  his  children  to  be  made  away 
with  by  some  treacherous  practice,  although  he  was  weak 
enough  to  love  her  still,  far  from  punishing  her,  resolved  to 
punish  himself  for  his  weakness,  and  made  a  vow  that  he 
would  never  see  her  again. 

While  all  this  was  going  on  at  the  court,  let  us  see  a  little 
what  had  become  of  the  prince  and  princess. 

I  I 


"/ 
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''  I  liaTe  already  told  you,"  continued  little  Puncheon,  "that 
whateyer  shape  I  assumed,  and  whateTer  industry  I  employed, 
I  have  never  been  able  to  penetrate  into  the  abode  of  the 
giant  to  execute  your  orders,  nor  to  learn  who  or  what  this 
singular  ram  can  be.  A  secret  power  rendered  me  motionless 
as  soon  as  I  was  within  a  certain  distance,  and  only  permitted 
me  to  retrace  my  steps.  This,  my  beloved  master  and 
sovereign,  is  a  sincere  and  full  confession  of  the  offences  I 
have  conmiitted  against  you,  and  I  submit  myself  to  all  the 
punishment  you  may  be  pleased  to  inflict  on  me  for  their 
expiation,  provided  I  am  not  banished  from  the  favour  of  your 
countenance.  As  I  have  offended  you,  however,  by  concealing 
those  things  of  which  I  ought  to  have  apprised  you,  I  will 
inform  you  of  something  which  may  perhaps  prove  of  some 
use.  Know  then  that  the  Prince  of  Noisy  must  be  somewhere 
in  fche  neighbourhood ;  for  although  he  has  not  been  seen,  he 
has  this  very  day  spoken  to  Alie:  even  had  I  not  recognised 
him  by  his  voice,  what  he  said  to  her  places  the  fact  beyond 
all  doubt,  and  this  I  imagine  it  is  which  has  thrown  her  into 
the  state  in  which  you  found  her.'' 

Poor  little  Puncheon  having  finished  his  recital,  remained 
silent,  and  threw  himself  once  more  flat  upon  the  ground  to 
beg  pardon  for  his  offence.  The  Druid,  who  loved  him,  after 
severely  reprimanding  him,  though  in  a  very  gentle  tone,  granted 
him  a  free  pardon.  He  then  told  him  that  it  was  evident  he 
had  more  than  one  enemy  to  fear,  that  he  was  but  too  well 
assured  there  was  a  design  upon  his  subterraneous  treasure, 
and  shutting  him  up  again  in  the  statue,  bade  him  watch  over 
it  with  more  care  and  more  zealously  than  ever. 

While  these  things  are  going  on  within  the  castle,  we  must 
throw  a  glance  upon  the  doings  of  the  besiegers  without.  We 
have  made  noise  enough  in  verse  on  the  subject  of  their  attack, 
and  the  fears  of  Alie  when  she  witnessed  the  assault ;  but 
you  will  be  pleased  not  to  lay  much  stress  on  all  this,  it 
is  the  mere  license  of  poetry.  There  is,  however,  no  doubt 
but  that  the  enamoured  Moulineau,  whose  chief  occupation 
was  smoking  badgers  and  foxes  in  their  holes,  had  lit  up 
a  bundle  or  so  of  straw  at  the  foot  of  the  wall  from  which  his 
mistress  had  insulted  him,  in  the  hope  of  revenging  himself 
by  stifling  her :    but  it  is   still  more  certain  that  he  had 
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turned  tail  the  moment  he  saw  the  sudden  kind  of  inundation 
with  which  the  Druid  had  deluged  the  castle.  It  is  also 
a  fact,  howeyer,  that  he  had  taken  courage  again  at  seeing 
the  bridge  which  his  ram  had  thrown  over  this  little  torrent, 
and  if  I  be  not  mistaken,  on  this  bridge  did  we  leave  them 
both,  the  while  the  giant  was  giving  vent  to  a  multitude  of 
threats.  He  made  up  his  mind  the  place  was  theirs  when  he 
saw  the  Druid  deserting  his  post  to  betake  himself  to  his  library. 
But  his  ram  held  him  back  upon  the  bridge  at  the  moment  he 
was  calling  out  for  ladders  to  scale  the  walls.  He  told  him  that 
the  Druid  had  not  retired  from  fear ;  that  this  retreat  was  the 
mask  of  some  cunning  device  ;  that  even  should  he  get  into  the 
very  heart  of  the  place  he  would  not  be  one  jot  advanced ;  that 
it  was  full  of  armed  statues,  which  he  could  animate  at  his 
pleasure,  and  that  there  were  especially  two  silver  dogs  at  his 
door,  the  least  of  which  could  strangle  an  entire  army  if  once 
it  were  let  loose  on  them  ;  it  was  his  advice  therefore  that 
they  should  withdraw,  seeing  moreover  that  night  was  fast 
approaching,  and  when  they  reached  their  own  quarters  they 
should  hold  a  council  as  to  what  was  to  be  done. 

The  giant,  who  easily  allowed  himself  to  be  governed  when 
there  was  danger  in  sight,  betook  himself  with  all  possible 
expedition  to  his  abode.  They  had  supper  before  holding  their 
council,  and  after  supper  MouHneau  would  hear  of  no  business, 
for  he  had  eaten  enough  for  three  wolves,  and  drunk  enough 
for  three  sturdy  sots.  Accordingly  he  threw  himself  into  a 
large  easy  chair,  and  thus  addressed  the  ram  : 

"  By  the  way,  how  is  it  that  you,  who  are  only  a  senseless 
animal,  can  speak  as  well  as  I,  and  better  ?" 

"  I  will  tell  you  with  pleasure,"  replied  the  ram.  "  You 
know  that  the  souls  of  all  men  pass  after  death  into  the  body 
of  some  animal,  and  then,  some  time  after,  into  the  body  of 
another  man?" 

*'  Of  a  truth,"  said  the  giant,  "never  did  such  a  notion 
enter  my  head.  For  instance,  now,  what  animal  could  I  have 
been?" 

"You,"  said  the  ram,  "you  were  an  ant." 

He  had  no  sooner  uttered  the  word  than  the  giant,  who 
could  abide  nothing  worse  than  being  likened  to  anything 
small,  and  who  more  than  once  had  like  to  have  revolted 
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from  the  charmi  of  the  divme  Alie,  beeaiue  ahe  was  o&ly 
taller  bj  a  foot  than  my  ladiea,  your  dder  Bisters,  rose* 
and  laying  his  hand  on  ^e  hik  of  his  horrible  scimitar, 
exclaimed :  **  Miserable  lambkin,  I  know  not  what  withholds 
me  firom  sending  yonr  head,  with  its  two  ouraed  horns,  flying 
ten  leagues  from  me."  The  mt,  who  was  not  a  whit  a&aid 
of  him,  nevertheless  pretended  to  be  seised  with  fear,  knelt 
down  before  him,  and  kissed  the  earth  three  tknes  in  token  of 
humiliation  ;  and  seeing  die  giant  was  somewhat  paciilad  bj 
this  action,  he  rose  again  and  eontinned  tkun  i 

**  If  yonr  highness  could  only  read,  yon  would  soon  see  thai 
I  have  said  notlung  but  what  was  strictly  true. .  And  if  fate 
at  one  time  so  far  wronged  you  as  to  encase  so  magnaoimous 
a  sofd  and  so  vast  a  mind  in  the  body  «f  a  cseature  so 
diminutiye,  doubtless  it  will  repair  the  injury  by  making  you, 
as  soon  as  you  are  dead,  a  dromedary,  then  an  elegant,  -and, 
in  the  course  of  a  few  years,  a  whale. " 

The  giant,  charmed  widi  the  brilliant  prospect  uixfolded  to 
him,  held  out  his  hand  for  his  confidant  to  kiss,  threw  himself 
back  into  his  easy  cfaair,  and,  to  drive  away  the  unpleasaat 
considerations  suggested  by  metempsychosis,  ^comBaanded  him 
to  dirert  his  mind  with  soaoe  agreeable  tale.  After  musing 
for  some  time,  l^e  ram  began  thus  : 

''  From  the  time  the  white  £qz  had  reoeiyed  his  woundB*  ithe 
queen  never  failed  to  pay  him  a  visit  every  day.'' 

**  My  woolly  friend,"  said  the  giant,  interrupting  him,  ''not 
a  word  of  all  this  do  I  comprehend.  If  you  woiiLd  have  the 
kindness  to  begin  by  the  beginimig  I  should  feel  -obliged  to 
you,  for  I  have  always  found  that  stories  which  begin  "Sius  in 
the  middle,  have  no  odier  effect  than  that  of  ^throwing  the 
mind  into  a  state  of  hopeless  confusion.'" 

"Well,"  said  the  ram,  "I  consent^  though  it  be  against 
custom,  to  put  everything  in  chronological  order;  the  beginning 
of  my  story,  therefore,  shall  be  placc4  foremost." 

STORY  OP  PERTHARITES  AND  FERANDINA. 

There  was  onoe  a  king  of  Lombardy  who  was  the  ugliest 
man  in  his  kingdom,  and  his  wife  the  most  beautiful  woman 
in  l^e  universe  ;  but  to  make  up  i^e  balance  he  was  the  best 
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of  all  httebands  and  sha  the  mo4  curst  of  shrews.  Not  only 
did  she  never  allow  him  to  approach  her,  but  she  would  not 
suffer  hJTB  even  to  look  at  her;  notwithstanding  which  she 
would  never  cease  rating  hina  because  they  had  no  children. 
He  had  a  son  and  a  daughter  by  a  fonner  marriage,  who  were 
adored  throughout  the  kingdom,  no  less  than  they  were  hated 
and  tyramibed  over  by  their  cruel  step-mother.  Although  her 
heart  was  iproof  against  all  tender  emotion,  she  was  so  jealous 
of  her  beauty,  that  if  she  heard  by  chance  of  any  young  person 
possessed  of  dbarms,  and  who  had  dared  appear  in  public  and 
be  admired,  she  immediately  caused  her  to  be  carried  off ;  and 
indeed  it  was  quite  &  sight  to  see  h^  maids  of  honour,  so 
insurpaBsable  was  their  u^ness.  The  king,  on  the  contraiy, 
eertainly  the  most  iM-fayoured  man  nature  ever  formed,  took  a 
pleasure  in  seeing  none  but  the  handsomest  and  best  made  men 
about  him ;.  but  he  had  all  the  pains  in  the  world  to  keep  them 
hj  him,  so  provoked  were  they  at  the  repulsive  -creatures 
composing  the  queen's  retinue. 

In  spite  of  every  mark  of  contempt  and  hatred  daily  heaped 
upon  him  by  her,  the  king  was  so  fondly  in  love  with  her  that 
he  allowed  her  to  do  whaterer  she  chose.  She  was  mistress 
absolute  of  his  kingdom  and  of  his  subjects  ;  and  this  unjust 
power  was  even  extended  over  his  children.  The  poor  princess 
had  to  suffer  cruelly  for  the  misfortune  of  being  as  beautiful  as 
her  jealous  step-mother :  she  was  confined  to  an  attic  at  the 
top  of  the  palace,  where  no  one  dared  pay  their  court  to  her. 
The  queen  had  given  her  a  fury  for  a  governess ;  she  was  an 
old  humpbacked  hag,  who,  after  scoldittg  her  all  day,  would 
'wake  her  up  at  night  to  load  her  with  fresh  abuse.  Her 
whole  study  was  to  spoil  her  f  gure  by  making  her  wear  clothes 
made  expressly  for  that  purpose,  and  to  dull  her  complexion 
by  every  kind  of  viBanous  tricks.  ¥o  gentler  creature  ever 
b^athed  than  was  this  adorable  princess,  tears  tbeing  her  sole 
resource  amidst  all  these  sufferings.  The  prince  was  ahnost 
as  ill  treated  by  the  officers  appointed  to  serve  hhn,  who  were 
all  chosen  hy  the  queen  and  entii'dy  devoted  to  her  :  but  he 
was  far  from  heojig  as  rpatiemt  as  his  sister,  as  yon  irill  soon 
liearn. 

The  King  of  Lambasdy  had  a  cousin-^erman  after  the 
faahioiL  ixf  Brittany^  who  was  Archduke  of  Placeuaa.     Tiiis 
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prince  had  gone  mad  from  sleeping  one  night  in  a  caatle  in  the 
middle  of  a  forest,  in  which  he  had  lost  his  way  while  hunting. 
The  castle  was  haunted  hy  spirits,  and  he  was  said  to  have 
seen  some  so  extraordinary,  that  fright  had  scared  his  wits, 
and  all  the  physicians  in  the  world  had  failed  to  effect 
his  cure. 

He  had  a  son  and  daughter  whom  he  loved  passionately, 
and  not  without  reason,  for  two  more  perfect  creatures  never 
existed.  The  prince  was  called  Pertharites,  and  the  princess 
Ferandina ;  they  were  hoth  inconsolahle  at  the  condition  to 
which  they  heheld  the  host  of  fathers  reduced.  They  sent  to 
consult  a  famous  enchantress,  who  was  held  to  he  one  of  the 
syhils  ;  she  lived  near  the  lake  of  Avemo,  and  'she  waa  called 
the  Mother  of  Sheaths,  hecause  the  cavern  which  she  inhabited 
was  lined  with  sheaths  ;  and  every  one  who  came  to  consult  her 
was  obliged  to  bring  her  a  knife,  which  she  thrust  into  one  of 
these  sheaths  before  she  gave  her  answer.  All  that  she  said 
in  reply  to  those  who  had  come  to  consult  her  on  the  malady  of 
the  prince  was,  that  his  children  had  nothing  to  do  but  seek 
their  father's  wits  in  the  same  place  where  he  had  lost  them. 
The  ministers  and  the  whole  council  opposed  this  measure,  and 
said  it  was  quite  enough  tbat  their  prince  should  be  mad 
without  the  rest  of  the  faxhily  running  the  risk  of  following 
his  example  ;  but  all  they  could  say  was  of  no  avail.  Pertharites 
was  obstinate  in  his  resolution  of  going  thither  alone,  as  the 
representative  of  both  ;  but  to  this  his  sister  would  not  consent, 
and  after  many  vain  efforts  to  detain  them,  the  handsome 
Pertharites  and  the  charming  Ferandina  set  out  for  the  haunted 
castle.  The  whole  court  accompanied  them  to  the  spot,  but 
they  entered  the  castle  alone  ;  and  though  a  fortnight  elapsed 
in  expectation  of  their  return,  they  never  made  their  appearance. 
The  despair  which  followed  this  deplorable  event  was  universal 
throughout  the  dominions  of  Placenza.  At  first  it  was 
suggested  that  the  Mother  of  Sheaths  should  be  burned  alive. 
The  attempt  would  have  proved  a  vain  one,  for  in  those  days 
witches  did  not  allow  themselves  to  be  roasted  as  they  do  now. 
The  president  of  the  council,  a  prudent  and  well-advised  man, 
recommended  instead  of  this  that  all  the  most  distinguished 
persons,  of  the  country  should  each  visit  her,  and  presenting 
her  with  a  knife  set  in  precious  stones,  implore  her  assistance. 
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The  magnificence  of  the  presents  seemed  to  throw  her  into 
a  favonrahle  mood ;  the  knives  were  all  thrust  into  their 
respective  sheaths — for  there  would  still  have  been  empty  ones 
to  receive  them,  though  all  the  knives  in  the  imiverse  had  been 
brought  her. 

"Friend  ram,'*  said  the  giant,  "  what  was  the  good  of  all 
these  knives  and  sheaths  to  the  people  of  Lombardj  you  were 
mentioning  just  now  ?  " 

"  If  your  giantship  will  have  a  moment's  patience,"  replied 
the  ram,  **you  shall  be  enlightened." 

The  sorceress,  after  putting  away  her  presents,  opened  an 
old  cupboard,  out  of  which  she  drew  a  comb  and  a  collar  ;  the 
comb  was  in  a  case,  and  the  collar,  made  of  polished  steel,  was 
fastened  by  a  little  golden  padlock.  **  Here,"  said  she,  "  carry 
these  two  things  to  every  court  in  the  world,  until  you  have 
found  a  lady  beautiful  enough  to  open  this  collar,  and  a  man 
sufficiently  perfect  to  take  this  comb  from  its  case.  When  you 
have  found  these,  you  will  have  nothing  to  do  but  return  home. 
This  is  all  I  can  do  to  assist  your  masters." 

The  officers  of  the  crown  had  travelled  through  every 
part  of  Italy,  without  finding  in  any  of  the  courts  or  pro- 
vinces of  that  kingdom  the  persons  whom  they  sought,  when 
at  last  they  sent  to  announce  their  arrival  and  the  subject  of 
their  visit  to  the  King  of  Lombardy,  who  held  his  court  at 
Mirandot|§,  the  capital  of  his  dominions.  He  was  already 
informed  of  the  misfortunes  of  the  Duke  of  Flacenza,  and  of 
the  loss  of  Fertharites  and  Ferandina.  He  made  no  doubt 
but  his  wife  was  beautiful  enough  to  unfasten  the  collar,  and 
that  among  the  youth  who  flourished  at  his  court,  one  would  be 
found  of  sufficient  merit  to  take  the  comb  out  of  its  case  ;  but 
he  could  not  see,  for  the  life  of  him,  how  that  should  help  the 
calamities  of  his  relation.  He  ordered  every  preparation  to  be 
made  for  the  reception  of  the  ambassadors  who  were  to  arrive 
in  a  few  days.  The  queen  thought  of  nothing  but  bathing, 
dressing  her  hair,  and  using  cosmetics ;  for  women,  whose  sole 
concern  is  their  personal  appearance,  think  they  never  can  do 
too  much  to  heighten  it.  The  confidence  she  had  in  her  own 
charms  did  not  prevent  her  feeling  considerable  anxiety  as  to 
the  effect  which  those  of  the  princess  might  produce,  although 
every  means  had  been  used  to  spoil  them.    The  governess,  the 
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vdreney  Betted  in  %  marine  shell,  holding  in  one  hand  the  end 
of  a  large  white  sail,  fastened  bj  the  other  end  to  this  wonderful 
ear,  and  guiding  it  at  her  will  with  the  assistance  of  the 
Zephyrs.  The  prince  fell  upon  his  knees,  persuaded  that  it 
was  the  goddess  Tethys  taking  a  ride  upon  the  waters,  for 
nothing  could  more  resemble  the  portraits  wMch  are  made  of 
her  and  her  equipage,  except  that  this  Tethys  was  neither  so 
fair  nor  so  naked  as  the  goddess  is  usually  represented. 

The  bretxe  wu  loll'd,  and  in  her  face 

He  taw  the  lelf-eaiDe  beautj  shine, 
Ordain*d  in  after  timea  to  grace 

A  PrinoeM  bora  of  Contrs  line. 
In  that  fiur  form  each  charm  endearing 

Of  Conti's  PrinccM  vat  ditplajM ; 
Her  giadoui  mien  and  noble  bearing. 

In  pride  of  ancestry  anayM ; 
And  all  the  alluring  graces  spread 

In  groups  about  each  lovely  feature ; 

Ashi^  unmatched  by  liring  creature; 
But  of  what  else  the  nymph  displayed 

A  painting  best  will  give  a  notion. 

Of  Yenus  rising  firom  the  ocean. 

The  Prince  of  Lombardy  still  continued  kneeling  before  this 
divinity,  and  had  he  had  a  thousand  eyes  would  have  gazed  at 
her  with  them  all.  She  had  stopt  immediately  before  hixa  ; 
why  she  did  so  is  uncertain,  unless  it  was  that  the  admiratimi 
of  the  Prince  and  his  outward  appearance  were  not  displeasing 
to  her.  On  his  side,  he  felt  that  it  was  all  over  with  his 
liberty,  for  admiration  and  love  had  seized  upon  him  at  one 
and  the  same  time,  and  that  with  such  yiolence,  that  he  was 
quite  lost,  and  large  drops  of  perspiration  fell  from  him.  He 
drew  out  his  handkerchief  to  wipe  his  face,  and  in  so  doing 
pulled  out  the  comb  and  its  case  which  fell  to  the  ground.  No 
sooner  did  the  beauty  see  it  than  she  gave  a  loud  cry,  and 
approached  as  though  she  would  have  landed ;  but  the  prince, 
overwhelmed  with  shame  that  an  object  so  little  sorting  with 
the  dignity  of  a  hero  should  have  dropt  from  his  pocket, 
snatched  it  up  and  put  it  away  with  an  air  of  indignation  at 
the  shame  which  it  had  caused  him.  At  this  the  fair  one 
uttered  a  louder  and  more  piercing  cry  than  the  first,  and 
abruptly  turning  her  back  upon  him,  sailed  off  in  the  direction 
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of  the  island,  and  was  soon  out  of  sight.     He  was  sensibly 

affected  by  this  event ;  all  his  desires  were  now  centred  in  the 

island,  and  as  there  was  not  a  boat  to  be  seen  that  might 

convey  him  thither,  he  resolved  to  try  the  experiment  of 

Leander  ;  and  he  would  have  been  but  too  happy  to  meet  with 

the  same  end  provided  the  beginning  were  equally  agreeable. 

Accordingly  he  was  beginning  to  undress  himself  when  he 

heard,  proceeding  from  the  top  of  the  rock,  a  whining  and 

moaning  sound  such  as  dogs  make  when  they  are  distressed. 

Haising  his  eyes  he  beheld  the  white  fox  erect  on  his  haunches 

making  the  same  noise  and  gesticulating  with  his  fore-paws  in 

the  direction  of  the  island.     The  prince  was  examining  him 

attentively,  when  a  little  boat,  which  had  been  unmoored  from 

the  island  at  the  cries  and  signals  of  the  white  fox,  advanced 

full  sail  towards  the  shore.     The  fox  came  down,  and  no  sooner 

saw  the  prince  than,  after  capering  several  times  with  joy, 

he  began  to  lick  his  hands  and  feet ;  but  the  prince,  who,  at 

the  very  first  sight  of  him,  had  conceived  as  much  affection  and 

esteem  for  him  as  though  he  had  known  him  idl  his  life,  would 

not  allow  him  to  continue. 

While  these  civilities  were  proceeding  on  either  side,  the 
boat  was  already  alongside.  The  white  fox  motioned  to  the 
prince  to  resume  what  clothes  he  had  taken  off  and  get  into 
^  boat  with  him.  This  was  what  the  prince  ardently  desired ; 
but  ere  he  betook  himself  to  the  place  where  he  hoped  again  to 
behold  his  divinity,  he  remembered  the  shame  to  which  he  had 
been  put  by  his  comb,  and  drawing  it  from  his  pocket,  was 
about  to  throw  it  into  the  sea,  when  the  white  fox,  with  a  cry 
of  agony,  sprang  upon  his  coat-sleeve  and  held  his  arm  with 
aU  his  strength,  nor  would  he  loose  his  hold  until  the  prince 
had  returned  the  comb,  together  with  the  case,  into  his  pocket. 
As  soon  as  they  were  in  the  boat,  it  began  to  sail  off  of  its  own 
accord  ;  but  they  had  scarcely  advanced  twenty  paces  when 
the  clattering  of  horses'  hoofs  was  heard  proceeding  from  the 
shore  which  they  had  just  left.  A  man  on  horseback,  apparently 
pursued  by  several  others,  advanced  to  the  edge  of  the  sea, 
bent  his  bow  and  let  fly  an  arrow  which  pierced  the  white  fox 
through  and  through.  He  gave  a  deep  sigh,  and  turning  his 
eyes  mournfully  towards  the  prince,  closed  them  as  though 
never  to  open  them  again.      The  prince  was  scarcely  less 
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iSieted  tbftn  thoogli  lie  had  reeeifed  the  umm  hmMel^aiid 
oonwilthif  imij  hk  grief  and  hit  leaanfanent,  he  leapt  into  tibe 
ee*  to  go  ead  avenge  the  death  of  the  poor  fox.  He  loca 
reached  the  land;  Iml  not  a  lool  waa  Tiahle,  and  he  loai  all 
hope  of  TengeanoOy  together  with  the  tmees  of  the  mnrderar, 
whoae  fight  waa  mailed  hj  the  roeka  lining  tha  wlMile  of 
thateoaat.  He  Tetmned  to  the  lea  ride  with  a  Tiew  to  try  and 
get  haek  to  the  heat  and  aee  whether  the  fox  were  not  yefc 
widiin  reach  of  aneeoer,  h«i  it  waa  in  vain.  There  waa  as 
little  to  be  Been  on  the  ae*  aa  on  the  land.  The  hopea  a£  the 
pnnee  and  all  the  flattering  pietnrea  he  had  focaaed  of  his 
appreeehing  happineaa  Taniahed  at  onee,  and  he  wne  left  oa 
the  deaolate  ahove  with  no  odier  eon^an j  than  that  of  Iw 
grief  and  lua  de^air* 

At  tUa  point  of  the  Bam'a  stoij,  the  Giant  Moolinean 
h^an  to  jawn*  and  fwling  n  greater  indinatiaa  for  his  bed 
tiian  for  the  veat  of  thia  hiatorf,  he  nndreat  huns^,  ealled  fir 
hia  boota,  and  retired  lor  the  night. 

Next  daj  at  earlj  mam,  the  Bam  failed  not  to  attend  his 
master's  lev^,  and  after  paying  his  eoort  to  him  by  praising 
hia  good  looks  and  the  channa  of  his  person,  informed  hun,  thst 
dming  the  ni|^  he  had  taken  a  amrey  of  the  enemy's 
qoartera,  and  having  doaely  eramined  the  place  nnder  ahdier 
of  darkneaa,  he  had  oobm  to  the  eonelasion  that  it  was  im- 
pr^naUe  by  force  and  atill  more  by  fiunine,  aeeing  that  the 
Dniid  who  poeaeaaed  power  orer  the  elemeata  would  find 
means  of  sobaiatenee  in  spite  of  all  they  eonld  do  to  prefent 
him ;  that  it  waa  evident  he  kagfaed  at  all  they  had  bithoto 
done,  and  tiiat  it  waa  hia  adviee  that  they  ahoold  Buiptiae  bis 
dangbter  by  aome  atratagem. 

<*  And  by  what  atratagem  ?  "  aaid  the  Giank 

**  As  thns  :  "  relied  the  Bam.  «<  Tom*  giantahip  ahsll 
intimate  that  yon  repent  of  all  thai  yoar  reaentmoit  has  led 
yon  into  doing  ;  that  yon  have  too  mi^  love  for  has  daa^ter, 
and  too  mneh  reopeol  far  him  to  persist  in  endeavooring  to 
win  him  over  by  force  of  aims,  and  tiiat  as  yon  are  001^ 
determined  only  to  owe  the  peace  whidi  yon  desire  to  yoor 
lore  and  to  your  serviees,  yon  are  aboot  to  withdraw  yoor 
tro<^»,  and  leave  faim  in  the  enjoyment  of  loll  liberty,  iqKia 
eondition  tiiat  as  a  set-off  to  the  expensca  of  the  war  and  as 
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a  reward  for  my  senrieeB,  the  loTelj  Alie  shall,  with  her  own 
fair  hands,  gild  my  two  horns  and  my  four  hoofs  with  the 
same  gold  which  her  father  keeps  under  the  statue  of 
Cleopatra.*' 

**  And  what  good  will  yonr  heing  gilt  be  to  me  f  "  said  the 
Giant. 

*'  Does  not  year  giantship's  profound  sagacity  perceive/* 
replied  the  Ram,  ''  that  as  soon  as  I  am  furnished  with  a 
passport,  I  shall  seek  out  the  Druid,  and  as  the  power  of  his 
enchantments  is  dependent  upon  his  life,  I  shall  take  the 
£rst  opportunity  of  driving  my  horns  into  his  body,  and  when 
I  have  killed  lum,  nothing  will  be  easier  than  to  throw  open 
the  castle  gates  to  you  and  make  you  master  of  his  daughter 
and  of  all  his  treasures*" 

The  generous-hearted  Moulineau  made  no  attempt  to  combat 
so  black  and  infamous  a  project ;  he  merely  desired  -  to  make 
some  trifling  alteration  in  it  that  the  Ram  might  not  have  all 
the  honour  to  himself.  Accordingly  he  proposed  that  in  order 
the  m6re  effectually  to  deceive  the  Druid,  they  should  dispatch 
a  herald  instead  of  a  trumpeter.  The  Ram  appeared  in  an 
ecstasy  of  admiration  at  this  stroke  of  policy  and  presence  of 
mind.  The  plan  being  settled  in  accordance  with  the  last 
piece  of  advice,  while  the  herald  was  preparing,  and  the  dis- 
patches he  was  to  carry  were  being  drawn  out,  the  Giant 
requested  his  favourite  to  resume  the  story  of  the  white  fox, 
which  he  did  as  follows  : 

The  prince,  when  he  was  left  alone  on  the  sea  shore  in  the 
manner  I  have  told  you,  had  never  felt  his  mind  a  prey  to  such 
various  agitations,  nor  his  heart  oppressed  with  so  many 
tender  emotions.  He  could  not  force  himself  from  a  place 
where  he  had  witnessed  so  many  extraordinary  events.  The 
fox,  the  nymph,  and  the  fish  alternately  occupied  his  thoughts, 
nor  could  he  come  to  any  conclusion  as  to  who  or  what  they 
could  be.  All  he  knew  was,  that  it  was  impossible  to  feel 
more  love  than  he  did  for  the  njmph,  more  horror  for  the  fish^ 
or  more  regard  for  the  memory  of  the  unfortunate  fox.  The 
approach  of  night,  and  a  few  flashes  of  lightning  threatening 
a  forthcoming  storm,  interrupted  his  reveries,  and  obliged  him 
to  seek  some  place  of  shelter. 

He  knew  of  none  more  commodious  than  the  grotto  of  the 
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bftths.  It  appeared  illiiminated  with  a  mnuber  of  lights,  and 
<m  drawing  near  to  it,  he  heard  the  same  Toice  which  lie  had 
alieadj  twice  heard  before.  He  crept  aa  gently  as  he  could  to 
the  entrance  of  the  grotto,  and  there  sodden] j  halted  lest  he. 
shonld  intermpt  the  accents  of  the  loveliest  Toice  he  had  e^er 
heard  in  his  life.  He  was  so  close  to  the  person  singing,  and 
so  attentive  to  the  words  of  her  song,  that  he  lost  not  a  single 
syllable.     Thej  were  these : 


-who  vitb  loye  my  heart  doit  fire. 
Ah !  wonldst  thou  saTe  me  fimn  despsur, 
Pkmy  eondeaoend  to  comb'inj  hair  ; 
And  in  die  bath  when  joa  admire 
Mj  fwrn,  than  which  is  nonght  m<»c  fur, 
Wonldtt  thoQ  mj  thanks  etonal  win. 
Be  kind  enoi^  to  bom  my  ddn. 

Words  so  flattering  to  his  hopes,  and  yet  so  obscure  and  so 
mysterious,  increased  his  curiosity  to  such  a  degree,  that  he 
suddenly  entered  the  grotto,  folly  determined,  however,  should 
he  find  the  fair  singer,  only  to  execute  one  half  of  her  behests, 
and  merely  to  comb  her  hair  with  the  most  delicate  precautions, 
but  not  to  bum  her  skin,  which  he  thought  must  be  the  most 
beautiful  in  the  world,  since  she  had  intimated  as  much. 
Moreover,  he  felt  a  presentiment  that  this  singer  was  no  other 
than  his  ^vinity  of  the  day  before. 

As  soon  as  he  was  inside  the  grotto,  the  ranging  ceased ;  it 
was  lighted  up  by  an  infinity  of  tapers  placed  in  ebony  sconces 
mounted  with  gold,  in  a  similar  manner  to  the  bath,  and 
each  taper  was  in  the  shape  of  a  knife  half  drawn  from  its 
sheath.  He  was  surprised  at  this  mode  of  illumination  ;  but 
his  astonishment  was  greater  still  when  he  saw  the  bath 
covered  over  witii  a  white  satin  tent,  embrmdered  with  golden 
sheaths.  He  was  examining  all  he  saw  before  him  with 
attention  and  wonder,  when  he  heard  a  sigh  proceeding  from 
beneath  the  tent,  and  the  next  minute  the  same  beautiful 
voice,  but  in  a  speaking  tone,  addressed  these  few  words  to 
him : 

*' Prince;  I  am  she  wh<»n  you  love,  and  by  whom  you  are 
loved ;  do  all  that  I  shall  tell  you,  however  difficult  it  may 
appear,  and  do  not  be  abmned  in  the  course  of  an  adventore. 
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in  whicli  you  will  lose  me  for  ever,  if,  when  this  ten1;  is  drawn 
open,  you  betray  the  slightest  fear."  "  I  fear  ?  '*  cried  he.  At 
the  same  moment  the  tent  was  thrown  open,  and  at  the  sight 
that  presented  itself  he  had  nigh  fainted  ;  the  head  of  a 
crocodile,  with  its  jaws  wide  open,  was  stuck  out  of  the  bath,  and 
seemed  to  be  advancing  in  his*  direction.  He  kept  his  ground, 
but  large  drops  of  perspirAtion  stood  upon  his  brow,  and  his 
heart  beat  with  violence.  Nevertheless,  he  fixed  his  eyes 
Btedfastly  on  this  frightful  head,  which,  after  closing  its  jaws, 
bent  itself  backward,  and  showed  beneath  it  the  loveliest 
countenance  that  was  ever  seen,  and  which  he  immediately 
recognised  as  that  of  the  nymph  whom  he  adored.  The 
head,  however,  which  was  sticking  up  over  that  of  the  nymph, 
made  but  an  ugly  head  dress,  and  fitted  her  cheeks  and  fore- 
head 60  tightly,  that  there  was  not  a  hair  to  be  seen.  All 
this  mattered  little,  for  all  the  horror  the  prince  had  felt  was 
dissipated  at  once  directly  her  beautiful  eyes  were  bent  upon 
him,  and  he  was  kneeling  before  her,  in  order  the  more 
respectfully  to  address  her,  when  the  nymph  exclaimed, 

**  What  are  you  about,  prince  ?  The  moments  are  precious  ; 
why  do  you  not  comb  me?" 

**  Comb  her !  "  said  he  to  himself.  **How  the  deuce  is  that 
to  be  done?  "  The  nymph  appeared  irritated  at  his  delay. 
Accordingly  he  drew  forth  his  comb,  and  thought  to  have 
taken  it  at  once  out  of  its  sheath,  when  he  foimd,  to  his 
surprise,  that  it  would  only  come  out  little  by  little,  and  that 
not  without  considerable  exertion.  But  as  it  left  the  sheath  by 
degrees,  the  crocodile's  head  continued  to  bend  itself  back- 
wards, and  discovered  the  most  beautiful  hair  in  the  universe. 
When  the  comb  was  half  out,  the  head  disappeared,  and  the 
prmce  beheld  the  nymph  in  all  her  charms.  The  transport  of 
joy  which  he  felt  conmiunicated  fresh  ardour  to  his  efforts  in 
pulling  the.  comb  out  of  its  case,  at  the  same  time  that  he 
imagined  she  must  indeed  want  a  combing  after  carrying  that 
ugly  head.  He  observed  that  as  the  comb  came  out  of  its 
case  the  remainder  of  the  nymph's  person  emerged  from  the 
water.  Lilies,  snow,  alabaster,  would  have  seemed  yellow  com- 
pared with  that  which  now  presented  itself  to  his  gaze  ;  but 
this  dazzling  whiteness  was  as  nothing  in  comparison  with  all 
the  graces  which  adorned  each  beauty.     Her  shoulders  and 
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luJf  her  oSnaui  were  now  out  of  the  wmter,  «nd  it  wm  quite  a 
right  to  tee  the  prince's  efforts  upon  his  eomh  in  onler  to 
ol^n  the  rest.  Bat  the  njmph,  addressing  hui :  ^'  Enoogh," 
said  she  ;  "  leave  now  joar  eomh  in  its  case,  and  pr^MKre  to 
bum  m  J  skin. " 

.  "  I  horn  yoor  skin!  **  he  cried ;  "maj  mine,  my  whole  body, 
and  all  the  unirerse  along  with  it,  he  reduced  to  a  heap  of 
cinders,  ere  that  dirine  slon  sostain  so  much  as  a  scratch  from 
him  who  adores  yon." 

"  I  doubt  not  your  lo?e/'  rej^ied  the  nymph ;  "but  this  is 
not  a  time  for  any  oTorstrained  delicacy ;  all  you  hare  ta  do  is 
to  obey  me.  If  you  are  anticipated  you  lose  me  for  ever  ;  for 
yon  must  know  I  can  only  belong  to  him  who  shall  hare  burnt 
my  skin." 

The  prince  could  not  persnade  himself  to  execute  the  request^ 
and  while  compassion,  Ioto,  and  obedience  were  disputing  for 
ascendancy  oyer  his  heart,  the  nymph  bade  him  farewell,  the 
tent  closed  upon  her  and  all  the  lights  were  extinguished. 

It  was  not  till  then  that  the  prince  repented  that  he  had  ne4 
burnt  the  least  little  corner  of  her  beautiful  skin,   which 
certainly  would  have  hurt  her  a  little,  but  from  which  he  would 
have  reaped  so  much  benefit.     He  was  determined  to  repair 
his  fault  at  the  first  opportunity,  and  least  he  should  be 
anticipated  he  encamped  at  the  entrance  of  the  grotto>  there 
to  await  the  dawn  of  day.     He  had  not  been  there  long  whea 
he  beheld  another  blaze  of  light ;  at  first  he  imagined  it  was 
the  grotto  illuminated  once  moire ;  but  afterwards  discorered  it 
was  a  fire  which  had  been  lit  beneath  the  trees  forming  the 
extremity  of  the  forest  stretching  towards  the  sea.     He  was 
running  to  take  a  firebrand  from  it,  when  at  the  first  step  he 
took  he  beheld  the  skin  of  the  fish.     Seized  with  the  same 
horror   at  the   sight,   and    indignant  at  again  meeting  the 
frightful  object,  he  took  it  up  in  a  transport  of  rage,  exclaiming, 
''  As  for  thee,  detestable  skin,  so  imlike  that  of  the  nymph  I 
adore,  thou  shalt  be  burnt,"  and  running  with  all  his  might  to 
the  place  where  he  saw  the  fire,  he  beheld  a  woman  seated, 
who  no  sooner  perceired  him  carrying  this  appalling  object, 
than  she  uttered  a  loud  scream,  and  ran  wildly  into  the  thickest 
part  of  the  forest. 

The  prince  threw  the  skin  into  the  iie,  and  no  sooner  was 


THE  BAK.  495 

it  th^e  than  he  thought  he  had  sprung  a  mine  charged  with  a 
hundred  thousand  pounds  of  gunpowder,  so  terrific  was  the 
explosion  that  endued.  After  this  exploit,  he  snatched  np  a 
brand  and  return^  with  all  diligence  to  his  former  post.  This 
firebrand  proved  useless,  for  on  his  return  he  found  all  the 
tapers  aHght  again,  and  liie  bath  full  of  waler^  but  neither  the 
seat  nor  ^  nymph  were  anywhere  to  be  seen.  He  was  nigh 
driven  desperate  at  it,  persuaded  tbat  s<Hne  less  tender  and  less 
scrupulous  lover,  after  giving  her  a  good  c(»nbing  and  her  skin 
a  thorough  scorching^  had  earned  her  off  as  a  reward  for  his 
pains. 

He  ran  out  like  a  madman  to  pursue  them,  not  knowing 
which  way  he  should  go,  and  traversed  the  forest  in  every 
direction  without  meeting  with  a  single  object.  Day  was 
beginning  to  dawn  when  he  found  himself  at  the  place  where 
the  fire  had  been  kindled.  Feeling  a  desire  to  see  if  anything 
remained  of  the  frightful  skin  which  had  made  such  a  noise, 
he  found  nothing  but  a  heap  of  cinders*  But  what  was  his 
cmrprise  when  he  found  the  collar  within  two  steps  of  the  spot  ? 
This  sight  rejoiced  him,  for  he  doubted  not  but  the  person  who 
had  run  away  into  the  wood  was  the  princess,  his  sister.  He 
ran  with  all  speed  in  the  direction  she  had  taken,  without 
troubling  himself  about  the  collar,  and  he  met  her  hurriedly 
returning  on  her  steps.  My  iiorf  would  grow  out  of  all  length 
were  I  to  tell  you  with  what  joy  they  beheld  each  other  again, 
all  the  caresses  they  exchanged,  and  the  tender  speeches  with 
which  they  exf^ressed  their  mutual  affection.  They  never 
wearied  of  relating  all  the  trouble  and  anxiety  they  had  under- 
gone respecting  eaeh  other's  fate,  and  seated  themselves 
beneath  a  tree  to  recount  all  that  had  befallen  them.  The 
prince  having  come  to  the  end  of  his  adventure  with  the 
nymph,  and  the  grotto  of  the  bath,  fortimately  omitted  saying 
anything  about  l£e  white  fox,  and  it  was  well  he  did  so,  for 
the  princess  having  related  her  misfortunes  up  to  the  moment 
when  we  left  her,  proceeded  thus : 

**  0  my  dear  brother  !  had  you  but  seen  how  charming  was 
this  fox,  it  would  have  been  impossible  for  you  not  to  love  him. 
His  care  and  attention  to  me  were  something  quite  super- 
natural ;  he  seemed  to  guess  my  very  thoughts,  so  exactly  did 
he  anticipate  all  my  wishes.     It  is  true  I  had  no  other  than 
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that  of  never  being  separated  from  him,  and  I  was  so  afraid 
of  losing  him  that  my  first  care  was  to  conceal  mj  collar 
which  caused  the  flight  of  every  animal  that  beheld  it.      The 
little  palace  in  which  we  were,  was  adorned  with   gardens, 
grottoes,  and  fountains,  whither  the  fox  would  conduct  me 
when  he  thought  I  desired  to  tako  a  walk,  and  during  these 
walks,  although  he  could  not  speak  to  me,  he  understood  all 
that  I  said  to  him,  and  found  means  to  express  that  he  was 
transported  with  joy  at  the  kindness  with  which  I  treated  him. 
By  his  looks,  however,  and  his  beseeching  gestures  he  seemed 
to  beg  something  of  me,  and  I  was  in  despair  that  I  coidd  not 
understand  what  he  desired,  for  I  would  have  given  him  my  life 
had  he  wished  it.     At  last,  to  my  misfortune,  a  light  broke 
upon  me.     I  had  hidden  the  collar  in  the  midst  of  a  bush  at 
the  extremity  of  the  garden.     The  white  fox,  in  the^  course  of 
one  of  our  walks,  caught  sight  of  it,  and  far  from   being 
frightened  away  by  it,  as  all  the  other  animals  had  been,  he 
left  me  in  order  to  leap  upon  it,  but  no  sooner  had  he  touched 
it  than  the  collar  closed  again  with  the  same  noise  as  it  had 
done  in  the  hands  of  the  queen.     The  poor  fox,  the  moment 
he  heard  the  noise,  leapt  backwards,  and  with  another  bound 
cleared  the  garden-wall,  and  I  have  never  seen  him  since.     I 
took  up  the  accursed  collar  again,  which  I  now  detested,  and 
would  never  again  have  touched  had  I  not  remembered  that  it 
would  be  necessary  to  me  in  the  forest  in  order  to  protect  me 
from  the  other  animals  I  might  meet  there.     I  had  no  sooner 
taken  it  into  my  hand  than  it  opened  again,  and  from  that 
fatal  day,  although  I  have  never  ceased  wandering  through 
woods,  and  rocks,  and  precipices,  amidst  a  thousand  dangers 
and  difficulties,  my  greatest  affliction  has  been  that  I  could 
no  where  find  my  faithful  and  beloved  fox.     Night  overtook 
me  yesterday  in  the  spot  where  I  had  kindled  a  fire,  and 
where  you  came  and  frightened  me  with  that  horrid  skin,  and 
so  soon  as  I  had  recovered  from  my  astonishment  at  the  explo- 
sion  I  heard  as  I  was  making  my  escape,  I  retraced  my  steps 
in  order  to  fetch  the  collar,  which  I  had  forgotten  in  my  flight. 
When  she  had  finished  this  account  of  herself,  the  princess 
entreated  her  brother  to  conduct  her  to  the  place  mentioned, 
but  in  vain  did  they  search  for  it,  it  was  no  longer  to  be 
found.      She  was  not  so  afflicted  at  this  as  she  might  have 
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been  had  she  not  encountered  her  brother,  whose  presence 
inspired  her  with  courage  to  brave  the  perils  from  which  the 
virtues  of  the  collar  had  hitherto  preserved  her,  and  relying  on  the 
kindness  of  the  prince  and  his  friendship  for  her.  "  Dearest 
brother,*'  she  said,  as  she  pressed  his  hand  and  wept,  "  to  you  I 
will  confess  the  excess  of  my  infatuation  ;  I  can  no  longer  live 
without  the  white  fox,  and  if  you  are  not  kind  enough  to 
accompany  me  all  over  the  world  in  search  of  him  you  will  see 
me  die  of  grief." 

The  tears  came  into  the  eyes  of  the  Prince  of  Lombardy  as 
he  reflected  to  what  despair  his  sister  would  be  reduced  on 
learning  the  sad  fate  of  the  poor  fox,  and,  unwilling  to  inflict 
pain  on  her,  he  withheld  what  he  knew,  and  promised  her 
everything  she  desired,  on  condition  that  she  should  allow  him 
the  whole  of  that  day  to  wander  over  the  sea  shore.  The 
princess  gave  her  consent  with  reluctance,  so  eager  was  she  to 
set  out  in  search  of  the  white  fox.  The  grotto  of  the  bath  was 
the  place  appointed  for  their  meeting  t^ter  they  had  visited 
all  the  environs.  On  entering  the  grotto,  the  princess  was 
astonished  at  all  the  wonders  she  beheld,  although  she  had 
already  been  informed  of  them  by  her  brother,  and  while  she 
was  engaged  examining  them,  the  prince  clambered  up  to 
the  top  of  the  rock,  and  stretched  his  gaze  to  the  furthest 
point  it  could  reach,  over  land  and  sea,  but  neither  land  nor  sea 
presented  a  vestige  of  what  he  sought.  The  place  seemed 
formed  expressly  to  invite  reverie  and  contemplation  ;  and  as 
the  spot  brought  to  mind  the  crocodile's  head,  and  with  it  the 
beautiful  nymph,  he  could  not  resist  talking  to  himself,  not- 
withstanding his  great  objection  to  this  mode  of  proceeding 
in  books. 

*•  What  can  have  become,"  said  he,  "  of  that  adorable  being 
whom  I  have  seen  imder  so  many  various  shapes  ?  and  what 
has  become  of  those  sentiments  so  favourable  to  myself  which 
she  made  no  attempt  to  conceal?  What!  because  I  refuse 
to  bum  her,  she  disappears  directly  my  back  is  turned !  Some 
reckless  lover  has,  doubtless,  done  it,"  he  continued,  ''and 
all  those  lovely  charms  have  become  the  reward  of  his 
barbarity.  Where  is  the  monster  who  could  have  burnt  a  skin 
so—  ?  Stay  !  "  he  exclaimed,  suddenly  ;  "  may  she  not  have 
meant  that  disgusting  skinr  which  I  burnt  yesterday  ?  "     This 
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thought  seemed  to  awaken  him  as  from  a  dream,  and  conmieed 
him  of  his  former  error.  *'  Yes,"  he  coaiinued,  <*  it  was  of  that 
detestaUe  skin  that  she  wished  to  rid  herself.  Onlj  a  block- 
head such  as  I  could  have  ever  mistaken  her." 

"  Bj  mj  faith,"  said  the  giant,  "  I  should  have  done  no 
hetter ;  why  did  not  the  stupid  toad  teA\  him  it  was  her  other 
skin  ?  But  proceed  with  thj  tale,  friend,  tw  I  tell  thee 
frankly  I  hegin  to  find  it  somewhat  tedious." 

The  prince,  said  the  Ram,   entirely  persuaded  by    these 
recent  refleetions,  that  he  had,  without  knowing  it,  executed  a 
part  of  the  nymph's  commands,  was  at  a  loss  to  understand 
why  she  had  not  gtrea  him  an  opportunity  of  ^pefdcrmmg  the 
rest.     *'  For  instance,"  said  he,  taking  his  comb  and  drawii^ 
it  from  its  case  with  all  the  ease  in  the  world,  ''if  this  queen 
of  my  heart  were  here,  I  would  comb  her  better  than  ever  she 
was  combed  in  her  life."  Just  as  he  had  said  this,  he  fancied  he 
heard  cries  proceeding  from  the  neighbouring  wood,  and  turning 
round  in  that  direction,  beheld  a  w<»nan  running  with  all  her 
might  through  the  trees  to  sToid  the  pursuit  of  a  man  mounted 
on  horseback.     Notwithstanding  the  distance  at  which  he  was, 
he  could  nMkke  out  that  ^e  man  held  a  bow  in  his  hand,  and 
making  up  his  mind  that  it  was  the  murderer  of  the  white  fox, 
and  that  she  whom  he  pursued  was  in  need  of  prompt  assistance, 
he  ran  off  into  the  wood.     He  was  guided  by  the  cries  of  the 
woman,  for  on  coming  down  from  the  rock  he  had  lost  sight  of 
her  ;  the  desire  of  rescuing  her,  and  of  avenging  the  fox,  seemed 
to  lend  wings  to  his  ffight ;  but  even  though  he  had  run  with 
less  speed,  he  must  soon  have  encountered  them.     The  paths 
of  the  wood  were  so  entangled  that  they  had  caused  the  wonoan 
to  stumble  and  fall,  and  the  man  having  alighted  from  his 
hiurse,  held  her  in  his  arms>  and  was  about  to  place  her  on  his 
horse  when  the  prince  arnved. 

The  beauty  of  the  woman  at  first  dazzled  his  eyes;  but 
what  was  hia  astonishment  when  he  recognised  h^  to  be 
the  queen,  hia  step-mother.  He  was  not  aware  of  the  happy 
change  that  had  come  over  her,  and  the  rensrembrance  of  her 
cruelty  and  hatred  towards  his  sister  had  w^l  nigh  caused  him  to 
repent  that  he  bad  reached  them  in  such  good  time.  Nerer- 
theless,  being  of  a  generous  dispoeition,  he  ^sengaged  her  from 
the  arms  of  tho  ravisher,  and,  taking  swcurd  in  hand,  was  about 
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to  avenge  her  wroii^s  and  the  death  of  his  friend  tha  white 
fox,  when  the  queen  held  him  hack,  telling  him  that  it  waa 
the  Arehduke  of  Flaeenza.  When  he  had  examined  him  a 
short  time»  he  no  longer  doubted  the  £act«  fot  he  was  the 
wildest-looking  archduke  in  the  world.  His  beard  was  long 
and  thiek,  his  hair  all  entangled,  his  ejes  rolling  saragelj, 
and  his  clothes  in  tatters.  The  queen  fell  upon  her  knees, 
embraced  those  of  the  prince,  and  entreating  his  pardon  for  all 
the  injustice  of  her  past  conduct,  conjured  him  to  eome  with  her 
to  the  assistance  of  the  king,  his  father,  whom  this  accursed 
archduke  had  wounded  with  an  arrow  which  he  had  let  flj  at 
him.  The  prince,,  tiran^orted  with  rage  at  this  afflicting 
intelligence,  tunned  round,  and  would  have  slain  him  in  spite 
of  his  madness,  but  he  had  taken  to  horse  again  during  the 
queen's  discourse,  and  was  probably  gene  in  quest  of  freah 
adventures. 

While  the  queen  and  the  prince  were  hastening  with  all  speed 
towards  the  place  where  alie  had  left  the  King  of  Lombard j, 
she  related  to  the  prince  how  her  heart  had  s^Hldeufy  ehanged 
towards  the  whole  (^  the  royal  family ;  how  the  king,  her 
husband,  having  refused  ever  to  see  her  again,  had  set  out 
from  the  court  in  search  of  his  children,  and,  driven  to  despair 
hj  the  departure  oi  her  husband,  she  bad  followed  him,  taking 
with  her  neither  equipage  nenr  suite ;  but  00!  being  able  to  find 
any  one  of  the  three,  she  had  consulted  the  Mother  of  Sheaths, 
who  had  taken  her  to  the  Isle  of  Sheaths,  where  she  had  seen 
the  loveliest  princess  in  the  world)  and  the  most  unfortimate, 
for  she  was  forced  from  day  to  day,  by  the  power  of  magie, 
to  take  the  shape  of  a  sea  measter ;  and  when  the  time 
eame,  a  large  skin  appeared  before  her,  against  which  she 
straggled  in  vain ;  how  the  terror  it  caused  her  was  equal  to  a 
thousand  deaths  ;  but  that,  nevertheless^  she  was  eematrained  to 
wrap  herself  up  in  it  and  jump  into  the  sea» 

The  prince,,  transported  with  delight  and  admiration,  could 
not  refrain  from  embracing  the  queen  at  this  point  of  her 
story,  and  assuring  her  that  she  of  whom  she  spoke  would  no 
longer  be  importuned  by  the  frightful  skin ;  and  in  his  turn 
kneeling  before  the  queen,  he  besought  her  to  conduct  him  to 
the  isle  in  which  this  adorable  princess  was  to  be  found.  **■  It 
was  in  carder  ta  kad  you  thither  that  I  have  been  seeking  you«" 
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she  replied;  '*bat  though  I  haVe  been  fortunate  enougli  to 
meet  with  you,  we  hare  as  yet  done  nothing,  unless  we  can 
find  the  princess,  your  sister  ;  for  on  her  presence,  no  less  than 
your  own,  depends  the  safety  of  the  most  precious  life  in  the 
world !  " 

**  Of  what  life  would  you  speak  ?  "  said  the  prince,  alarmed. 

"  Of  that  of  the  white  fox,"  replied  the  queen,  "  whom, 
perhaps,  we  may  not  find  aliye." 

At  the  bare  idea  of  the  white  fox  being  dead,  the  beautiful 
queen  could  not  forbear  melting  into  tears.     '*  Alas  !  "    she 
continued,  <<  the  poor  fox  would  come  and  see  us  from  tiaie  to 
time,  and  charmed  us  by  his  graceful  manners.      As  for  me  I 
was  quite  mad  about  him.     Yesterday  he  made  signs  for  the 
skiff  to  be  sent  over  for  him  from  the  island.     I  was  standing* 
on  the  shore  waiting  his  landing ;  the  spell-bound  beauty  was 
with  me,  but  she  was  unable  to  wait  until  his  arriyal,  for  having 
strayed  away  a  short  distance,  as  though  to  indulge  her  musings, 
she  gave  a  loud  scream,  and  suddenly  leapt  into  the  sea  in 
the  most  hideous  shape  imaginable.     I  pitied  her  from  the 
bottom  of  my  heart,  but  soon  another  subject  of  affliction  pre- 
sented itself  when  the  skiff  reached  the  shore,  and  I  beheld 
the  white  fox  bathed  in  blood,  and  at  the  last  gasp.     At  this 
spectacle,  I  uttered  a  thousand  cries  of  grief,  and  taking  him 
up  in  my  arms,  carried  him  gently  to  the  Palace  of  Sheaths, 
where  he  is  attended  on  as  though  he  were  in  the  palace  of 
the  king,  your  father.     The  surgeons  pronounced  his  wound 
mortal ;  but  the  governess  of  the  island,  who  is  much  inter- 
ested for  him,  kndt  down  before  the  Oracle  of  the  Sheaths.     I 
listened,  and  heard  that  if  I  could  bring  the  Prince  and  Princess 
of  Lombardy  within  twenty-four  hours  to  the  island,  the  white 
fox  would  be  saved  ;  and  that  I  had  but  to  enter  the  skiff,  and 
it  would  conduct  me  to  these  shores  where  I  should  hear  of 
them.     I  landed  yesterday  at  night-fall,   and  wandered  over 
the  forest  to  find  you,  but  what  was  my  astonishment  to  find 
the  king  there.     I  was  transported   with  joy.     At  first  he 
would  have  fled  from  me  ;  but  seeing  his  intention  I  threw 
myself  at  his  feet,  and  said  so  much  to  assure  him  of  my 
repentance  and  reformation,  that  he  yielded  to  the  affection 
which  he  has  always  borne  me.     Nevertheless,  he  told  me  he 
could  not  stay  where  I  was  until  he  had  found  his  children. 
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1  then  informed  him  that  I  was  myself  in  search  of  jou  both, 
and  that  an  oracle  had  told  me  I  should  find  you.  He  belieyed 
me.  After  which  I  told  him  all  that  I  have  just  related  to  you. 
He  informed  me,  on  his  part,  that  the  archduke,  his  relative, 
having  escaped,  within  the  last  two  or  three  days,  from  those 
appointed  to  watch  him,  was  running  about  the  country  with  a 
bow  and  arrow,  killing  all  he  encountered.  This  morning,  as 
we  were  commencing  our  search  for  you,  the  archduke,  who 
had  unfortunately  followed  us,  pierced  the  king  through  the 
shoulder  with  an  arrow,  and  was  about  to  slay  me  with  another, 
which  he  had  already  adjusted  to  his  bow  ;  but  after  examining 
me  for  some  time,  he  seemed  inclined  to  treat  me  in  quite 
a  different  manner,  and  advanced  to  seize  and  place  me 
on  his  horse.  My  flight  at  this  action  gave  me  so  much 
strength  and  lightness  that  he  had  soon  lost  sight  of  me. 
As  he  had  alighted  from  his  horse,  the  time  lost  in  mounting 
again  had  given  me  a  considerable  start  of  him  ;  never- 
theless, but  for  your  timely  succour,  I  should  have  fallen  into 
his  clutches." 

This  narrative  concluded  exactly  as  they  reached  the  spot 
where  the  king  had  been  wounded,  but  he  was  no  longer  there, 
and  they  were  seized  with  fresh  apprehensions.  Compassion 
on  the  one  hand,  and  duty  on  the  other,  dictated  that  they 
should  lay  aside  every  other  consideration,  and  seek  him  in 
all  directions;  but  love,  overpowering  every  other  considera- 
tion, commanded  an  opposite  course.  Wishing  all  prosperity  to 
the  king,  wherever  he  might  be,  they  forthwith  directed  their 
steps  towards  the  grotto  of  the  bath,  there  to  take  up  the 
princess,  and  immediately  after  set  sail  for  the  Isle  of  Sheaths. 
On  entering  the  grotto,  they  found  the  princess  seated  and 
giving  way  to  despair.  She  held  her  father's  head  upon  her 
knees,  and  was  bathing  it  in  her  tears  ;  she  thought  him 
dead  ;  but  he  was  only  in  a  swoon.  His  eagerness  to  pursue 
the  man  who  had  just  wounded  him,  and  was  then  about  to 
carry  off  his  wife,  together  with  the  loss  of  blood,  had  so 
weakened  him,  that  all  he  could  do  was  to  drag  himself  as  far 
as  the  grotto  in  search  of  assistance ;  his  weakness,  joined  to 
his  surprise,  had  thrown  him  into  a  swoon. 

Your  giantship  will  now  be  kind  enough  to  picture  to  yourself 
the  sorrows,  the  cries,  and  the  lamentations  of  the  king's  son 
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and  of  his  wife  when  they  heheld  htm  in  this  eonditioii ;  mud 
so  sare  me  from  trouUing  joa  with  them.      Thej  hrought 
him  to  his  senses  hj  the  process  nsnallj  adopted  in  romanees 
towards  fainting  heroes  and  domb-foondca^d  divinities — ^nani^y, 
by  plentiful  slnicings  of  eotd  water.       They    staunched   his 
womids  with  bandages  of  gauze,  and  lifting  him  up  by  the 
head  and  legs,  carried  him  to  the  skiff,  ^n^ch  was  considerate 
enough  to  |Aace  itself  alongside  the  landing-place  nearest  to 
the  grotto.  As  soon  as  they  were  all  on  hoard,  the  princess  leamt 
from  the  lips  of  her  step-mother  the  melancholy  adventure  of 
her  beloved  fox.     On  hearing  of  this  misfortune,  her  despair 
broke  out  in  a  thousand  different  fashions ;  she  insisted   on 
throwing  herself  into  the  water,  or  at  any  rate  on  fainting 
away  with  emotion  ;  but  neither  one  nor  the  other  were  allowed 
her,  and  they  succeeded  at  last  in  tranquiUising  her  mind  by 
telling  her  ^at  as  soon  as  she  presented  henielf  bef<we  the 
white  fox,  he  would  immediately  become  as  sound  as  a  roach. 
There  is  nothing  more  delightfcd  to  a  love-stricken  heart  than 
to  be  able  to  restore  life  to  the  object  of  its  affection.  Althoi^;h 
the  boat  cut  the  waters  like  a  dart,  it  seemed  to  her  to  stand 
stock  still.     At  last  her  impatience  was  put  an  end  to  ;  tliey 
reached  the  shore,  landed,  and  betook  themselves  to  the  palace. 
There,  if  it  please  you,   we  will  leave  them,  and  turn  our 
attention  to  the  archduke. 

"  The  devil  take  thee  and  thy  archduke !  "  said  the  giant. 
"  By  heaven  thou  shalt  not  stir  from  the  island  until  idl  this 
be  cleared  up." 

*'  As  you  will,"  replied  the  Ram,  and  forthwidi  proceeded 
as  follows : 

The  white  fox  lay  stretched  out  on  a  littie  bed  beside  a  blazing 
fire,  fast  approaching  his  end  ;  his  eyes  were  closed  and  his 
whole  body  motionless  ;  but  at  the  first  cry  of  the  princess  he 
opened  his  eyes,  and  as  soon  as  he  beheld  her,  summoning 
together  what  little  strength  he  had  left,  he  gazed  at  her  as 
tenderly  as  any  fox  could  do  who  is  at  the  last  gasp,  and  feebly 
wagged  his  tail.  She  threw  herself  prostrate  before  hira,  but 
the  governess  of  the  island,  who  had  not  sent  for  her  to  indulge  in 
lamentations,  took  her  by  the  shoulder  and  making  her  stand  up, 

*^'What  are  you  about,"  said  she;  "you  are  here  to  cure 
the  fox  and  not  to  lament  over  him." 
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The  King  of  Lombardj,  notwithstanding  his  feeble  condition, 
was  taken  with  the  same  doatlng  affection  as  every  one  else  at 
the  sight  of  the  amiable  animal,  and  while  the  governess  was 
speaking,  never  left  off  weeping  and  feeling  the  patient's  pnlse. 
The  governess  ordered  him  to  be  led  into  another  apartment, 
and  while  he  was  in  the  hands  of  the  surgeons,  addressing 
herself  again  to  the  princess — 

**  Why  do  you  delay,'*  said  she,  **to  sncconr  your  beloved 
fox  ?  His  life  is  in  your  hands  ;  when  you  have  put  the 
collar,  which  is  in  your  possession,  about  his  neck,  he  will  be 
hetter  than  ever  he  was  in  his  life  ;  but  I  warn  you,  you  have 
not  more  than  a  few  minutes  to  spare." 

Nothing  could  add  to  the  princess's  despair,  when  she  heard 
that  the  life  of  her  beloved  fox  depended  on  the  collar  which 
she  had  lost.  As  soon  as  this  was  known,  a  general  burst  of 
lamentation  was  the  result,  and  all  the  bystanders  exclaimed^ 
''  The  collar  is  lost !  "  At  the  same  time  a  thousand  voices, 
proceeding  from  a  thousand  Sheaths  with  which  the  chamber 
was  ornamented,  joined  the  concert,  and  exclaimed,  in  a  variety 
of  tones,  **  The  collar  is  lost !  " 

The  King  of  Lombardy,  whose  wounds  the  surgeons  were 
then  probing,  inquired  what  all  this  horrid  din  was  about.  He 
who  had  bound  up  the  fox's  wounds  was  just  returning  from 
the  apartment  and  informed  the  king. 

**A  precious  rout,"  said  he,  "to  make  about  a  collar." 
**  Here,"  he  suddenly  added,  **  here  is  one  I  found  this  morning 
in  the  forest,  which  I  hope  and  trust  is  the  one  in  question,  for 
then  it  will  put  an  end  to  this  intolerable  noise  which  I  cannot 
endure," 

One  may  judge  of  the  pain  the  king  sufiFered  from  the  effects 
of  the  probe  by  the  fretful  manner  with  which  he  sent  the 
collar  to  the  assistance  of  the  fox,  who  had  so  won  his  affection. 
When  the  surgeon  made  his  appearance  with  the  collar,  the 
poor  patient  was  already  with  the  death-rattle  in  his  throat,  and 
the  princess,  who  was  in  a  mind  to  kill  herself,  was  fuming  to  see 
so  many  sheaths  around  her  and  not  a  single  knife.  She  snatched 
the  collar  as  though  she  was  mad,  and  immediately  placed  it 
round  the  neck  of  her  beloved  fox.  This  was  no  sooner  done 
than  he  began  to  stretch,  and  stretch,  and  stretch,  to  such 
a  length,  that  he  was  no  longer  a  fox,  but,  forsooth,  the  most 
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charmiDg  man  in  the  world.  This  change  in  no  way  dimi- 
nished the  princess's  a£fection,  for  she  was  no  loser  by  it ;  bat 
though  she  was  ravished  with  joy,  she  felt  a  little  eoibar* 
rassed  what  countenance  to  make  in  the  presence  of  one  who, 
hut  a  moment  since,  was  her  darling  fox,  favoured  without 
scruple  or  constraint  with  her  innocent  caresses.  Confused,  and 
casting  down  her  eyes,  she  quitted  the  room,  while  a  suitable 
dress  was  being  brought  to  the  charming  Pertharites,  for, 
doubtless,  your  giantship  has  been  long  aware  who  the  fox  was. 

As  soon  as  the  charming  Pertharites  was  dressed,  he 
hastened  to  seek  his  lovely  princess.  With  what  transport  did 
they  converse  with  each  other,  and  with  what  delight,  more 
especially,  did  the  affectionate  princess  learn  who  he  was,  and 
that  she  was  adored  by  him.  After  receiving  the  compliments 
of  those  who  had  taken  an  interest  in  his  misfortune^  he  pro- 
ceeded to  pay  his  duty  to  the  King  of  Lombardy. 

The  prince,  who  had  not  remained  in  the  palace,  having 
inmiediately  quitted  it  when  he  found  that  his  lovely  nymph  was 
not  there,  was  ignorant  of  all  that  had  taken  place.  He  was 
returning  thither  dejected  and  sorrowful,  after  wandering  in 
vain  over  the  whole  island,  just  as  Pertharites  was  cfoming  out 
in  search  of  him.  They  met,  embraced,  and  told  each  other 
in  a  few  words  all  that  had  befallen  them.  Pertharites, 
turning  to  the  governess  of  the  island,  who  was  present  at  the 
moment  of  his  meeting  with  the  Prince  of  Lombardy,  besought 
her  to  take  compassion  on  the  prince's  troubles,  and  the 
sufferings  of  Ferandina. 

*'  Alas  !  "  replied  the  prince,  *'  suspend  awhile  the  compas- 
sion you  feel  for  Ferandina.  It  is  the  lovely  speli-bound  nymph 
whom  you  must  seek  and  deliver  from  the  frightful  sufferings 
which  she  endures.'* 

"They  are  even  greater  than  you  imsgine,"  rejoined  the 
governess ;  **  nevertheless,  their  relief  depends  entirely  on 
yourself,  that  is  if  you  still  possess  your  comb." 

Immediately  he  drew  it  from  his  pocket,  and  the  governess 
having  recognised  it,  exclaimed  : 

"  Well !  now  you  must  comb  the  nymph,  whose  repose  you 
are  so  desirous  of  ensuring.     Will  you  swear  to  do  so  ?  " 

•*  Will  I  swear  ?  "  replied  he  ;  **  Yes,  I  swear  it.  Lead  me 
at  once  to  the  unfortunate  nymph  !  " 
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**  Softly,"  said  the  governess ;  **  what  if,  after  restoring 
her  to  all  the  brilliancy  of  her  former  charms,  she  should 
wish  to  make  you  marry  the  charming  Ferandina^  the  sister  of 
Pertharites  ;  would  you  consent  ?  ** 

**  No  !  *'  cried  the  impassioned  prince.  **  I  would  rather 
die/' 

"  But  if  you  cannot  purchase  her  repose  at  any  other  price," 
rejoined  the  governess,  ♦*  what  would  you  do  ?  " 

"Let  us  hasten,"  he  replied,  "and  release  her  from  her 
sufferings ;  let  her  owe  her  tranquillity  to  me,  and  I  will  pay 
for  it,  even  with  my  life,  without  regret." 

**  Come,  then,"  said  the  governess,  **  come  and  comb  her  if 
you  dare  !  " 

So  saying,  she  conducted  him,  followed  by  every  one, 
to  an  apartment,  the  door  of  which  flew  open  directly  she 
approached.  But  what  was  his  surprise  when  he  beheld, 
in  the  midst  of  this  apartment,  the  hapless  nymph,  seated  in 
an  arm-chair,  and  apparently  wrapt  in  flames !  Her  throat 
and  arms  were  half  uncovered,  and  it  was  by  the  beauty  of 
these  alone  that  he  recognised  her,  for  her  head  was  enveloped 
in  flames,  flowing  about  her  like  hair ;  her  face  was  swollen  up, 
and  her  eyes  were  starting  from  her  head. 

•*  Behold  !  "  said  the  governess  to  the  prince  ;  **  this  is  the 
plight  to  which  you  have  reduced  the  nymph  whom  you  adore, 
by  ridding  her  of  her  crocodile's  head  and  of  her  skin  ;  go  now 
and  comb  her." 

He  required  not  to  be  told  twice,  though  the  enterprise  was 
no  very  easy  one.  He  drew  forth  his  comb,  and  rushed  into 
the  apai*tment.  Scarcely  had  he  touched  the  flames  with  the 
hand,  in  which  he  held  the  comb,  when  they  were  immediately 
extinguished,  and  the  nymph,  more  fresh  and  blooming  than 
Aurora,  and  more  dazzling  than  the  god  of  day,  held  out  her 
hand  to  him  ;  he  knelt  down  to  kiss  it.  At  the  same  moment 
the  charming  Pertharites,  entering  the  apartment,  which,  by 
this  time,  was  cooled  down  to  an  ordinary  temperature,  threw 
his  arms  about  the  neck  of  the  nymph,  who,  on  her  side, 
embraced  him  affectionately.  The  outburst  of  jealousy  to 
which  the  prince  was  about  to  ^ve  way,  was  suddenly 
checked  by  the  gentle  names  of  brother  and  sister  greeting 
his  ear,  and  apprising  him,  to  his  inconceivable  joy,   that 
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his  difine  njmph  was  no  other  than  the  charming  Ferandina, 
whose  hand  he  had  refused,  and  whom  he  now  flattered 
himself  he  would  soon  call  his  own.  He  could  not  persuade 
himself  that  all  his  happiness  was  real ;  nor  was  there  any 
end  to  his  astonishment  as  he  reflected  that  this  celestial 
heauty,  whom  he  had  adored  in  so  many  different  shapes,  was 
the  renowned  Ferandina,  and  that  the  charming  Peitharites, 
in  the  shape  of  a  white  fox,  had  so  passionately  lored  bis 
sister. 

These  four  lovers,  the  most  perfect  and  the  happiest  in  the 
whole  universe,  hetook  themselves  to  the  apartment  of  the 
King  of  Lomhardy.  The  qneen  was  hy  his  side,  and  by  her 
eagerness  and  attention  was  giving  him  every  mark  of  sincere 
affection  :  his  wound  being  a  trifling  one,  he  was  soon  cured. 
To  afford  him  some  diversion,  the  charming  Pertharites 
related  to  him  the  histoiy  of  his  metamorphosis,  and  of  that 
of  Ferandina. 

The  day  we  entered  the  castle,  said  he,  in  search  of  the 
archduke  my  father's  lost  wits,  we  were  bewildered  by  the 
appearance  of  an  infinite  number  of  spectres  and  frightful 
phantoms.  After  being  tormented  by  them  the  whole  night, 
at  dawn  of  day,  a  woman  of  respectable  appearance,  although 
very  old,  and  covered  all  over  with  sheaths,  appeared  before  us, 
bearing  in  one  hand  a  collar,  and  in  the  other  a  comb. 

"Here,  Pertharites,"  said  she,  "put  on  this  coUar ;  and 
you,  Ferandina,"  added  she,  addressing  my  sister,  **  comb 
yourself  with  this  comb,  if  you  would  have  your  father  recover 
his  reason  ;  and  to  console  you  for  the  misfortunes  which  may 
befal  you  both,  learn  that  when  this  collar  is  placed  on  you,  all 
your  misfortunes  will  be  at  an  end,  and  you  will  have  your 
heart's  desire ;  and  you,  fair  Ferandina,  the  same  thing  will 
happen  to  you  when  your  skin  shall  be  burnt,  and  you  are 
combed  with  this  same  comb  which  I  now  give  you."  So 
saying,  the  Mother  of  Sheaths  disappeared. 

Meanwhile,  in  order  to  make  my  way  out  of  the  castle  and 
cure  the  archduke,  my  father,  I  lost  no  time  in  putting  on  the 
collar.  No  sooner  had  I  done  so  than  I  felt  myself  transformed 
in  the  manner  you  have  seen.  My  sister,  on  beholding  my 
misfortune,  uttered  a  loud  scream.  As  reason  had  not  deserted 
ine  in  the  midst  of  this  fatal  change,  I  felt  it  in  all  its  horror. 
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Notwithstanding  mj  grief,  my  f  nt  thought  was  to  presenre 
Ferandina  from  the  snare  which  the  Mother  of  Sheaths  had 
laid  for  us.  Being  deprired  of  mj  yoke,  I  made  signs  to  her 
not  to  comh  herself,  raising  mj  paws  to  my  head. 

Deoeired  by  this  actios,  she  imagined  that  I  was  entreating 

her  to  comb  herself,  and  in  the  hope  that  the  comb  might 

perhaps  prove  the  antidote  of  the  collar,  she  was  about  to  comb 

herself ;  but  scarcely  had  she  tou<^ied  her  hair  than  I  beheld 

them  wrapt  in  flames  exactly  as  we  have  just  seen  them.    She 

immediately  ran  to  the  castie-gate,  throwing  away  her  comb  as 

I  had  my  collar,  darted  into  the  forest,  and  never  left  off  running 

till  she  had  reached  the  shore  facing  this  island.     I  followed 

her  everywhere,  and  saw  that  when  she  was  at  the  grotto  of 

the  bath  she  was  about  to  undress  herself  and  plunge  into  the 

bath  which  was  fuii  of  water  ;  but,  unfortunately,  having  cast 

her  eyes  on  the  horrid  «kin,  in  spite  of  all  her  cries  and  all  her 

efforts  to  avoid  it,  she  felt  herself  constrained  by  an  invincible 

power  to  wrap  herself  up  in  it  and  throw  herself  into  the  sea. 

Every  day  I  came  to  the  spot  to  weep  over  her  destiny  and 

endeavour  to  see  her  again.     One  day  I  had  clambered  upon 

the  rock  where  I  made  all  manner  of  cries  and  lamentations 

in  the  direction  of  the  castle  on  the  island,  believing  that 

Ferandina  had  taken  refuge  there,  when  I  saw  a  skiff  come 

away  from  thence  ;  I  embarked  in  it,  and  it  landed  me  on  the 

island.     I  beheld  my  sister  on'  one  of  her  favourable  days  ; 

she  related  to  me  how  the  governess  had  received  her,  and 

treated  her  in  the  most  humane  manner  in  the  world  ;  but  she 

brought  tears  into  my  eyes  when  she  told  me  that  on  those 

days  when  the  skin  presented  itself  before  her,  she  was  obliged 

to  submit  to  her  fate,  to  jump  into  the  sea,  and  proceed  to 

the  grotto,    where   the    skin   left   her  while   she   refreshed 

herself  in  the  magnificent  bath.      The  governess,  who  seemed 

interested  in  our  distresses,  allowed  me  to  come  from  time  to 

time  to  see  Ferandina.     We  agreed  upon  the  signals  which  I 

was  to  make  from  the  top  of  the  rock.     I  returned  into  the 

forest  to  seek  the  remedy  for  our  evils — namely,  the  comb  and 

the  collar.     Fortune,  or  rather  the  spells  of  the  Mother  of 

Sheaths,  conducted  me  to  the  little  palace  which  I  have  since 

always  inhabited. 

The   fair   Princess  of   Lombardy  has  told   you  in  what 
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manner  I  had  the  good  fortune  of  meeting  her ;  how  I  felt 
myself  forced  to  quit  her  when  the  collar  closed  itself,  and 
she  has  informed  you  of  all  that  has  happened  to  us  up  to  this 
moment. 

This  narrative  threw  every  one  into  an  extraordinary  state 
of  astonishment,  As  soon  as  it  was  ended,  the  goyernesa  of 
the  island,  taking  up  the  thread,  said,  '*  It  is  now  my  turn 
to  tell  you  who  this  Mother  of  Sheaths  is,  for  what  reason 
she  has  wrought  this  cruel  vengeance  on  the  archduke  and 
his  charming  family,  and  finally  the  meaning  of  these  sheaths, 
and—" 

"  No  !  no !  *'  cried  the  giant,  **  not  a  word  of  them  will  I 
hear  :  I  have  had  a  fair  bellyful  of  sheaths,  and  can  stomach 
no  more.'* 

**  I  have  nothing  more  to  tell  you,  then,"  said  the  Ram, 
''for  you  know  how  all  these  stories  end." 

**  How  do  I  know  how  this  will  end  ?"  rejoined  the  giant 
"Finish  it,  finish  it,  and  that  quickly." 

The  King  of  Lombardy,  continued  the  Ram,  was  cured 
of  his  extreme  ugliness,  at  the  same  time  as  of  his  wound. 
The  archduke  made  it  up  with  the  Mother  of  Sheaths,  as 
soon  as  he  recovered  his  reason.  She  gave  the  enchanted 
bland,  the  grotto  of  the  baths,  and  the  whole  surrounding 
country  to  the  charming  Pertharites,  who  established  his  resi- 
dence there  with  the  Princess  of  Lombardy,  whom  he  married  ; 
while  all  the  charms  of  the  incomparable  Ferandina  fell  to  the 
lot  of  the  Prince  of  Lombardy. 

Tho  Ram  having,  fortunately  for  the  reader,  no  less  than 
for  the  giant,  terminated  his  story,  their  next  thought  was, 
to  dispatch  the  herald  to  the  parley  with  the  Druid  and  his 
daughter. 


SECOND  PART. 


While  the  Ram  was  diverting  his  master  the  giant,  the 
Druid  was  engaged  in  composing  the  mind  of  his  daughter,  and 
appeasing  the  agitation  of  her  heart.  He  had  no  other  child 
but  this  ;  and  even  though  he  had  had  fifty,  the  whole  fifty 
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together  could  not  have  made  up  one-half  the  sum  of  Aliens 
charms  and  of  her  merits. 

The  sincere  confession  of  little  Puncheon  left  him  no  doubt 
hut  that  his  daughter  had  abandoned  all  her  rigour  in  favour 
of  the  Prince  of  Noisy.  He  loved  Alio  as  all  wealthy  and 
speculative  fathers  usually  love  an  only  daughter,  and  he  had 
been  for  a  full  hour  at  least  wasting  his  time  in  endeavouring 
to  prove  to  her,  by  the  most  subtle  arguments  and  the 
most  overwhelming  demonstrations,  that  she  was  bound  to 
detest  the  Prince  of  Noisy  instead  of  loving  him.  It  was  all 
to  no  purpose,  and  her  heart  would  have  fought  it  out  with  her 
head  for  ten  years,  sooner  than  have  yielded  the  point.  The 
Druid,  who  soon  perceived  this,  found  it  necessary  to  set  to 
work  in  a  different  manner  ;  and  assuming  a  more  serious  air, 

**  Alio,'*  said  he,  **  at  first  I  was  desirous  of  helping  you  to 
cure  yourself  by  gentle  means,  in  order  to  spare  your  heart  the 
blow  which  it  is  about  to  receive.  But  you  force  me  at  last  to 
inform  you  that  he  whom  you  love  is  no  more." 

*'  And  I,"  said  she,  **  must  inform  you  that  you  are  mistaken, 
for  it  is  scarcely  two  days  since  the  Prince  of  Noisy  spoke  to 
me  in  this  very  garden." 

"Alie,"  replied  the  Druid,  "beware  how  you  place  any 
dependence  upon  visions,  which  your  immoderate  grief  leads 
you  to  take  for  realities.  Listen  to  what  I  am  about  to  tell 
you,  and  you  will  see  that  I  have  no  intention  of  deceiving  you. 

"  I  have  already  told  you  in  what  manner  the  race  of  Pepin 
acquired  possession  of  a  throne  which  my  grandfather,  your 
great  ancestor,  looked  upon  as  his ;  and  how,  after  various 
fruitless  attempts  to  recover  his  rights,  he  found  in  the  study 
of  philosophy  a  consolation  for  the  injustice  of  fortune  ;  but 
the  progress  which  he  made  in  these  studies  was  not  to  be 
compared  to  the  insight  into  the  most  recondite  secrets  of 
Nature  acquired  by  my  father.  Nor  have  I  proved  a  degene- 
rate son  ;  unceasing  application  and  indefatigable  labour  have 
^  given  me  power  over  the  spirits  inhabiting  the  four  elements  ; 
and  the  intelligence  they  afford  me,  joined  to  my  own  acquire- 
ments, afford  me  a  knowledge  of  the  future,  and  leave  me 
ignorant  of  no  portion  of  the  past.  Nevertheless,  as  there  is 
no  mortal  power  so  great  that  it  can  dispense  with  all  extraneous 
assistance  in  exerting  itself,  I  find  my  power  curtailed  to  such 
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a  degree  bj  the  loss  of  the  book  which  I  forhftde  joa  to  read, 
that  I  am  reduced  to  the  unfortunate  extremitj  of  yielding  to 
my  eDomies,  and  of  being  vsdessly  infwrned  of  their  designs 
agaiDBt  me  without  having  it  in  my  power  to  counteract  them 
or  to  avoid  the  misfortunes  which  threaten  us.     The  greatest 
of  my  enemies  is  the  magician  Merlin,  and  the  mortal  foe 
of  this  magician  is  an  immortal  woman,  yulgariy  called  the 
Mother  of  deaths.    She  formerly  dwelt  in  the  neighbourhood 
of  the  Apennine  mountains ;  I  will  tell  you  seme  other  time  all 
that  she  did  in  order  to  lure  thither  her  enemy  Merlin,  who  is 
in  truth  fwt  less  learned  than  she,  but  much  more  subtle  and 
wily.     It  was  by  his  superior  cunning  that  he  was  enabled 
to  render  himself  master  of  the  most  precious  of  her  treasures, 
^-a  knifo,  whose  marvellous  virtues  made  it  the  chief  instriK 
ment  of  all  her  enchantmients ;  in  short,  this  knife  was  to  her 
what  my  book  was  to  me.     Her  desire  to  recover  it  constrained 
her,  in  spite  of  the  gentleness  of  her  nature,  to  inflict  greaJb 
sufferings  upon  innocent  persons,  in  order  to  arrive  at  the  real 
culprit.     She  established  in  all  directiona  a  kind  of  branch- 
offices  crammed  full  of  sheaths,  and  she  insisted  that  aU  those 
who  came  to  implore  her  assistance  should  make  her  an  ofi'ering 
of  knives,  in  the  hope  that  the  one  she  had  lost  would  at  last 
find  its  way  into  one  of  her  sheaths.     Some  years  since,  the 
enchantress,  leaving  Italy,  which  slie  had  exhausted  of  knives, 
established  herself  in  France,  in  order  to  be  nearer  to  Merlin, 
whom  she  suspected  of  the  theft,  and  who,  for  some  lime  past, 
has  been  reigning  in  triumph  at  the  court  of  Pepin.      She 
has  selected  Moulins  as  the  place  of  her  abode,  and  thither 
all  the  knives  are  making  their  way  from  all  quarters  by 
the  gross ;  and,  if  my  art  deceive  me  not,  that  place  will  ia 
future  ages  furnish  cutlery  to  all  Europe.     Merlin,  however, 
was  not  left  long  in  the  enjoyment  of  his  booty ;  the  renowned 
Bagobert,  my  father,  found  means  to  gain  possession  of  it,  and 
this  marvellous  knife  which  he  bequeathed  me  I  still  possess. 
Merlin  knows  it,  and  from  the  time  he  ascertained  the  fact. 
there  is  no  kind  of  enchantment,  stratagem,  and  artifice  that 
he  has  not  employed  to  deprive  me  of  this  precious  object.     My 
power,  which  was  mueh  greater  than  his  while  I  retained 
possession  of  my  book,  hss  hitherto  secured  me  from  all  his 
attempts^  and  the  place  which  we  inhabit  has  remaiaed  inae** 
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cessible  to  all  his  assaults,  but  I  tremble  lest  mj  book  should 
have  fallen  into  his  hands,  and  made  him  the  arbiter  of  our 
destinies. 

'<  I  begin  to  suspect  that  this  relentless  B«n,  whose  hatred 
is  BO  flagrantly  declared  against  us,  is  no  other  than  Merlin 
himself,  who  is  seeking  to  gain  admittance  into  this  abode  bj 
every  kind  of  device.  The  great  Pagobert,  my  father,  who 
foresaw  your  birth  and  the  dangers  with  which  you  would  be 
threatened,  caused  a  green  bower  to  be  prepared  in  which  you 
were  to  be  placed  as  soon  as  you  came  into  the  world  ;  it  is 
this  tower  which  has  preserved  you  from  a  thousand  mis- 
fortunes,  and  will  still  protect  you  so  long  as  it  ^all  not  fall 
into  the  power  of  any  man.  For  this  reason  was  it  placed  in 
the  depths  of  a  spring  called  the  Fountain  of  the  Bower,  and 
which  none  may  approach  with  impunity,  for  though  he  who 
shall  become  master  of  it  be  destined  to  possess  you  aho, 
whoever  shall  dare  to  attempt  the  enterprise,  and  fail,  will  make 
it  his  tomb.  The  imprudent  Prince  of  Noisy,  whose  destiny 
it  was  to  bring  misfortune  upon  yours,  was  likely  enough  to 
have  made  the  attempt  at  the  risk  of  his  life,  but  he  has 
perished  in  a  different  way.  Yes,  my  child,'*  continued  the 
Druid,  ''this  phantom,  which  had  so  disordered  your  senses, 
you  must  eS&ce  from  your  mind  ;  and  if,  as  you  say,  you  have 
recently  heard  his  voiee,  be  assured  that  it  was  an  illusion 
produced  by  Merlin,  and  designed  as  a  snare." 

This  was  quite  enough  to  interrupt  the  attenti(»i  with  which 
the  fair  Alio  had  listened  to  the  discourse  of  her  father.  She 
turned  deadly  pale»  wept,  tore  her  hair,  and  after  going  through 
all  the  usual  manoeuvres  of  a  scene  of  real  despair,  she  fainted 
away  in  the  arms  of  her  father.  On  recovering  from  her 
swoon,  she  inquired  in  what  manner  her  darling  lover  had 
ended  his  days,  that  she  might  end  her  own  in  the  same  way. 
In  vain  did  the  Druid  observe  that  there  was  no  occasion  to 
die  for  one  who  had  been  the  only  obstaele  to  her  happiness ; 
that  it  was  his  project  to  restore  to  the  Mother  of  Sheaths  the 
knife  which  her  enemy  had  stolen  from  her»  and  afterwards  to 
join  forces  with  her  against  him ;  that  after  this  alliance  a 
career  of  glory  and  felicity  was  in  store  f&t  her.  Nothing  of 
all  this  was  of  any  avail,  and  the  Druid  was  obliged  to  yield  to 
the  singular  curiosity  of  his  daughter.     He  conducted  her  to 
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tlie  base  of  the  statae  of  Cleopatra,  caused  the  statue  to  open, 
gave  egress  to  the  amiable  Puncheon,  and  permitted  him  to 
become  yisible.  But  though  nothing  could  so  well  deserve  to 
attract  the  attention  of  Alio  as  this  charming  little  person, 
she  did  not  even  bestow  a  glance  upon  him.  He  was  dis- 
consolate at  this  mark  of  contempt,  for  he  loved  the  nymph 
with  all  his  heart,  and  his  sole  thought  was  how  he  mi^ht  serve 
her. 

The  Druid  entrusted  Puncheon  with  the  talisman  which  he 
wore  upon  his  finger,  and  enjoined  him  to  bring  back  with  all 
diligence  that  which  he  should  find  in  the  midst  of  the  liquid 
gold  and  precious  stones  he  had  so  long  guarded,  without 
being  allowed  to  see  them.  Puncheon  was  not  absent  more 
than  a  moment  and  brought  back  a  knife  of  moderate  size.  It 
was  quite  dazzling  from  the  lustre  of  its  blade ;  had  two 
edges,  and  appeared  very  sharp  at  the  point.  The  Druid 
took  it  from  the  hand  of  Puncheon  with  some  show  of  respect, 
and  placing  it  in  those  of  his  daughter, 

"  There,"  said  he,  **  is  the  oracle  which  will  inform  you  of 
the  fate  of  him  whom  you  regret ;  I  wish  to  convince  you  by 
the  evidence  of  your  own  senses  that  there  is  no  trickery  in  this 
ordeal.  Press  the  point  of  this  knife  gently  against  the 
smoothest  part  of  the  pedestal  of  this  statue — ^the  characters 
which  it  will  trace  will  guide  your  hand  and  satisfy  your 
curiosity." 

As  soon  as  the  point  of  the  knife  was  in  contact  with  the 
stone,  it  began  to  write  with  rapidity,  and  then  suddenly  stopt. 
Alio  then  read  what  it  had  written  ;  she  read  it  two  or  three 
times  over  that  she  might  make  the  more  sure  of  her  mis- 
fortune, and  also  to  strengthen  her  resolve  never  to  survive  it. 
Oracles  are  wont  to  deliver  themselves  in  verse.  The  offiisiou 
of  the  knife  was  as  follows  : 

The  Seine,  just  where  its  'waters  lave 

The  soil  whereon  stands  ancient  Poissy, 
Beheld  the  'death,  hut  not  the  grave, 

Of  the  ill-fated  Prince  of  Noisy. 
Ton  who  his  cruel  fate  deplore, 

Although  you  M  hetter  far  forget  it. 
To  learn  you  now  have  nothing  more 

Than  that  'twas  through  the  Ram  he  met  it. 
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The  first  impulse  of  the  fair  Alie  was  to  pierce  herself 
with  the  selfsame  knife  from  which  she  had  just  learnt  the 
death  of  him  whom  she  adored ;  hut  her  father  arrested 
her  hand  and .  snatched  the  knife  from  her  grasp.  After 
many  vain  efforts  to  tranquillise  her  mind«  he  persuaded  her 
at  last  to  drag  on  her  miserable  existence  until  she  had  caught 
the  accursed  Ram,  Merlin,  and  caused  him  to  perish  amidst  the 
most  exquisite  and  prolonged  tortures.  For  you  must  be 
aware  with  what  horror  and  detestation  we  look  upon  the 
murderer  of  one  we  love,  and  that  the  extent  of  the  sufferings 
inflicted  constitutes  all  the  sweetness  of  our  revenge.  But  the 
question  was  how  to  get  hold  of  the  culprit.  The  Druid  told 
his  daughter  that  it  required  the  most  imperceptible  artifices 
in  order  to  ensnare  him.  The  difficulties  which  Alie  saw 
besetting  the  execution  of  her  design,  redoubled  her  impatience 
and  her  despair.  She  was  embracing  the  knees  of  her  father, 
and  conjuring  him,  as  he  loved  her,  to  employ  all  the  secrets  he 
possessed  in  order  to  hasten  the  hour  of  her  vengeance,  when 
their  attention  was  arrested  by  a  flourish  of  trumpets  from  without 
the  gates  of  the  castle.  Little  Puncheon  was  dispatched  to  see 
who  it  was,  and  returned  the  next  moment,  announcing  the 
arrival  of  a  herald  from  the  giant.  It  was  decided  that  he 
should  be  allowed  an  audience.  He  was  introduced  into  the 
state-room  of  the  palace,  where  the  Druid  received  him ;  while 
his  daughter,  attended  by  Puncheon,  set  about  melting  the 
hearts  of  all  the  groves,  fountains,  and  statues  in  the  garden, 
by  her  piteous  lamentations.  But  all  were  insensible  to  her 
grief;  the  tender-hearted  little  Puncheon  alone  kept  her 
company,  and  mingled  his  tears  with  those  which  his  mistress 
shed  over  the  memory  of  the  Prince  of  Noisy.  This  gloomy 
occupation  was  at  last  interrupted  by  the  return  of  the  Druid. 

Joy,  astonishment,  and  anxiety  were  depicted  at  one  and 
the  same  time  in  the  features  of  the  Druid ;  although  it  is  no 
easy  matter  to  depict  them  altogether  in  the  same  face. 

**  My  daughter,''  he  exclaimed,  "  fortune  is  doing  more  for 
you  than  I  could  have  expected  from  all  my  skill.  The  enemy 
has  rendered  useless  all  the  snares  that  I  might  have  laid  for 
him  and  gives  himself  up  of  his  own  accord  into  my  hands. 
But  the  proposals  of  the  giant  exhibit  but  too  clearly  the  hand 
of  Merlin ;   he  only  could  have  had  any  knowledge  of  the 
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treasme  we  keep  watch  over :  it  is  no  longer  poBsible  to  donbt 
that  it  was  he  who  eaused  the  death  of  the  Piinee  of  Noia  j,  in 
order  to  gain  possesBion  of  the  book,  of  which  the  hapless  maa 
was  unabLe  to  avail  himself  in  his  defence.  This  advantage  is 
enough  not  only  to  protect  him  from  the  vengeance  we  meditate 
against  him,  bat  might  put  him  in  a  position  to  overwhelm  us 
in  rain,  were  he  not  blinded  bj  the  grandeur  of  his  projects. 
His  purpose  in  coming  here  under  Ihe  pretext  of  having'  his 
horns  and  his  hoofs  gilt  is  simply  to  make  himself  master  of  a 
treasure  on  which  our  destinies  are  dependent,  and  which,  since 
the  loss  of  my  book,  is  now  my  sole  resource.  He  tiiinks 
himself  so  safely  concealed  in  his  disguise  of  a  Ram,  that  he 
flatters  himself  he  will  take  us  by  surprise  in  the  midst  of 
a  blind  confidence.  He  is  to  present  himself  here  to-morrow 
for  the  ceremony  with  which  you  are  to  honour  him ;  for  I 
immediately  consented  to  all  his  proposals,  and  to-n^orrow  you 
shall  be  informed  what  kind  of  a  reception  I  intend  to  honour 
him  with. 

This  intelligence  suspended  the  grief  of  Alio,  which  was 
succeeded  by  the  flattering  hope  of  a  speedy  vengeance,  and 
though  at  the  very  name  of  the  Ram  she  was  convulsed  with 
horror,  she  had  no  dearer  wish  on  earth  than  to  behold  him. 
As  soon  as  the  day  dawned  she  sought  her  father,  who,  cifter 
taking  every  precaution  which  he  deemed  necessary  against 
the  designs  of  the  enchanter,  conducted  his  daughter  to  the 
statue  of  Cleopatra.  Despair  and  grief  had  greatly  worn  down 
her  looks,  nor  had  she  a  single  ornament  about  her  to  heighten 
the  effect  of  her  charms  ;  nevertheless,  to  give  you  an  idea  of 
her  beauty. 

Nor  Lombardy*s  enchanting  queen, 
'  Nor  she  who  loved  the  fox  so  white. 
Who  once  of  Italy  had  been 
The  chief  adornment  and  delight^ 
Had  ever  charms  8o  passing  bright 
As  those  of  beauteous  Alie  seen ; 
And  spite  of  her  dejected  plight, 
Her  matchless  graces  far  outshine 
E'en  Ferandina's  looks  divine — 
Not  when  to  hateful  spells  a  slave, 
A  filthy  fisVs  skin  conoeal'd  her; 
But  when  a  floating  car  so  brave 
In  all  hfr  dazxling  charms  reveal'd  hor> 
Like  Yenus  rising  from  the  wava 
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An  ihii  if  mere  futility; 

But  I  who  of  all  taates  potsefls 

The  foolish  taste  of  constancy, 

Before  this  heauty  I  confess. 

In  homage  should  have  howM  my  knee, 

Penuaded  that  I  knelt  to  thee. 

The  fair  one  aecordingly,  aocompanied  by  her  father, 
repaired  to  the  pedestal  of  the  statue,  where  eyerjthing  was 
prepared  for  the  scene  which  was  designed  to  take  place. 
A  vase  inlaid  with  large  diamonds  was  filled  with  a  fluid  more 
precious  still,  for  it  was  the  liquid  gold  with  which  it  had  been 
promised  that  the  Kam's  hoofs  and  horns  should  be  gilt.  The 
Druid  then  gave  his  last  instructions  to  his  daughter,  not, 
however,  untU  he  had  placed  his  ring  upoii  her  left  hand,  and 
in  her  right  the  redoubtable  knife  of  the  sorceress. 

'<  Alie,"  said  he,  after  he  had  thus  armed  her,  **  I  now 
leave  you,  for  I  am  no  longer  proof  against  the  power  of 
enchantments  while  I  am  dispossessed  of  the  talisman  which 
I  leave  in  your  hands.  You  need  fear  nothing  from  Merlin, 
whatever  efforts  he  may  make  to  harm  you ;  remember  only 
what  I  am  about  to  tell  you.  As  soon  as  the  ram  makes  his 
appearance,  conceal  the  knife,  and  only  show  him  the  vase 
wluch  you  will  present  to  him.  No  sooner  will  he  have  seen  it 
than  he^will  approach  it  without  the  slightest  suspicion,  but  as 
he  knows  that  he  cannot  become  possessed  of  it  until  he  has 
touched  it  pretend  that  you  are  about  to  begin  by  gilding  his 
feet  before  you  do  anything  to  his  horns,  and  make  him  lie 
down  at  your  feet  that  you  may  the  more  conveniently  work  at 
them.  When  he  is  down  take  your  knife  and  quickly  cut  off 
as  much  wool  as  you  can  from  his  head.  If  he  abandons  his 
disguise  of  a  Ram  and  appears  as  Merlin,  which  he  will  not 
fail  to  do  if  it  be  really  he,  kill  the  enchanter  at  once  ere  he 
has  time  to  escape,  and  if  he  remain  in  the  shape  of  a  Ram 
kill  him  likewise,  and  avenge  the  wrongs  he  has  done  you. 
When  this  execution  is  over,  come  and  And  me  in  the  palace 
with  all  the  diligence  you  can.  Puncheon,  whom  I  shall 
render  invisible,  will  remain  with  you." 

The  Druid,  after  giving  these  instructions,  embraced  his 
daughter,  and  withdrew  into  the  state  apartment.  Scarcely 
was  he  there,  when  a  flourish  of  trumpets  was  heard,  and 
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a  few  moments  after,  the  Ram,  baying  exhibited  bis  passport, 
appeared  in  the  middle  of  the  garden.  All  the  blood  in  Alie*B 
yeins  was  in  commotion  at  the  sight  of  the  murderer  of  her 
loyer,  and  so  violent  was  her  impatience  to  bare  him  in  her 
power,  that  it  needed  all  the  Ram*s  confidence  in  the  success 
of  his  project  to  prevent  the  discovery  of  her  intentions. 

As  soon  as  he  was  near  Alie,  he  bowed  his  head  down  by 
way  of  salutation.  Imagining  that  be  was  presenting  his  hcnns 
to  be  gilt,  she  lost  all  command  over  herself,  and  lending 
him  a  sound  kick  in  the  middle  of  his  forehead,  *'  Lie  down 
there,  wretch  ! "  she  exclaimed,  **  if  thou  wouldst  have  me 
touch  thee  at  all."  The  Ram,  who  was  probably  not  prepared 
for  this  reception,  obeyed  without  the  slightest  hesitation,  and 
laid  himself  down  at  full  length  at  her  feet.  Forgetting  then 
the  instructions  of  the  Druid,  she  was  for  at  once  making  sive 
of  her  game,  and  havuig  driven  her  knife  into  him  exactly  in 
the  region  of  his  heart,  it  was  not  till  then  that  she  cut  off  the 
tuft  of  wool  with  which  she  should  have  begun  her  operations. 
After  this  exploit  she  ran  to  her  father,  to  apprise  him  of  the 
death  of  the  Ram,  and  to  present  him  with  the  glorious  trophy 
of  which  she  had  shorn  liim  ;  but  what  was  her  alarm  when 
she  saw  the  Druid  start  with  horror  and  surprise. 

**  Wretched  girl ! "  he  exclaimed,  "  whose  blood  have  you 
been  shedding  ? — for  it  is  neither  that  of  the  Ram,  nor  of 
Merlin.    Behold  the  spoils  which  you  have  brought  me  !  " 

Casting  her  eyes  then  on  the  hand  in  which,  as  she  imagined, 
she  held  the  woolly  tuft  of  the  Ram,  she  found  it  full  of  the 
most  beautiful  fair  hair  that  was  ever  seen.  As  she  gazed 
upon  it,  a  feeling  of  horror  crept  over  her,  and  dropping  at  the 
same  time  the  hair  and  the  knife,  she  darted  wildly  away,  to 
clear  up  her  mind  as  to  the  nature  of  the  fatal  act  she  had 
just  been  conunitting.  It  was  in  vain  that  her  father  called 
and  ran  after  her,  nor  would  she  ever  have  stopt  but  for  the 
strange  concert  which  greeted  her  ears.  The  statues  in  the 
garden,  animated  by  some  enchantment,  seemed  to  mingle 
their  voices  in  a  doleful  chorus,  smging : — 

Tea,  *tis  she,  the  Druid's  daughter^ 
Guiltj  of  her  lover^s  slaughter. 

All  the  birds  from  the  most  distant  groves  assembled  round 
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the  statues,  to  answer  the  burthen  of  their  chorus,  and  the 
surrounding  echoes  repeated,  one  after  the  other : — 

Yes,  'tis  she,  the  Druid^s  daughter, 
Guilty  of  her  layer's  slaughter. 


^  The  misfortune  was,   it  so  happened  that   the  statues,   the 

r.  birds,  and  the  echoes,  who  all  repeated  the  same  thing,  were 

saying  nothing  but  what  was  perfectly  true. 

The  hapless  Alie,  disengaging  herself  from  the  arms  of 
her  father,  who  had  overtaken  her  as  she  was  listening  with 
breathless  attention  to  the  words  that  fell  on  her  ear,  ran  off  in 
wild  despair  to  the  statue  of  Cleopatra.  What  a  spectacle 
was  there  for  one  whose  heart  was  filled  with  the  most  lively 
and  sincere  affection  that  being  ever  felt !  The  charming 
Prince  of  Noisy,  more  charming  even  than  when  she  beheld 
him  at  the  fountain,  lay  weltering  in  the  blood  that  was 
bubbling  from  the  frightful  gash  she  had  just  inflicted  on  him. 
She  threw  herself  upon  him,  and  for  the  first  and  last  time  in 
her  life  embraced  him.  Her  lover  feebly  opened  his  eyes, 
turned  them  with  a  languishing  expression  towards  her,  and 
then  closed  them  again  for  ever. 

I  know  not,  mademoiselle,  what  your  feelings  may  be  upon 
reading  this  passage  ;  but  this  I  know,  that  the  learned 
MabUlon  could  never  refrain  from  weeping  while  translating 
these  memoirs.  The  scene  was,  indeed,  most  touching  ;  for 
the  fair  Alie,  leaning  against  the  pedestal  of  the  statue,  held 
in  her  arms  the  bleeding  corpse  of  the  most  charming  of  men, 
and  the  most  faithful  of  lovers,  while  she  poured  over  his  face, 
and  over  the  wound  she  had  just  inflicted  on  him,  a  torrent  of 
tears.  The  Druid,  little  Puncheon,  the  sylphs,  and  all  the  birds 
of  the  vicinity  were  present,  and  all  wept  together  at  this 
deplorable  spectacle. 

The  illustrious  and  learned  translator  of  these  memoirs 
would  have  done  wisely  to  have  stopt  here  ;  for  when  the  hero 
of  the  piece  has  had  his  throat  cut  under  the  semblance  of  a 
ram,  and  has  been  recognised  again  in  propria  person^,  what 
follows  cannot  deserve  much  attention.  But  in  order  to  satisfy 
your  curiosity  as  to  the  origin  of  the  name  of  Pontalie,  we 
must  proceed  to  the  end  of  the  story. 
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Although  the  Draid  was  oTerwhebned  witii  grief  and  Borprise 
at  so  manj  unforeseen  ineidents,  he  was  not  a  man  to  reniaiK 
in  the  state  in  which  we  left  him.  His  first  care  was  to 
return  to  the  palace  where  he  had  left  the  last  resource  that 
remained  to  him,  in  order  to  run  after  his  daughter.  He  com- 
manded the  sylphs  to  remove  the  hodj  of  the  Prince  of  Noisy, 
and  to  carry  it  to  the  fountain  of  the  hower,  where  he  would 
presently  join  them.  He  then  conducted  Alio  to  the  grore  of 
the  Vestals,  and  desired  Httle  Puncheon  not  to  leave  her,  lest 
in  her  despair  she  should  do  herself  some  violence. 

The  Druid's  orders  were  hut  ill  executed,  for  the  timid 
sylphs,  afraid  at  finding  themselves  alone  with  a  pale  and 
^sfigured  corpse,  sought  out  Puncheon,  who  was  keeping  Alie 
company,  and  entreated  him  to  carry  the  body  of  the  Prince  of 
Noisy  to  the  fountain,  while  they  should  remain  with  his 
charge.  Any  one  would  have  thought  that  this  change  in 
the  directions  of  the  Druid  could  not  be  of  the  slightest  conse- 
quence ;  nevertheless  it  had  nigh  spoilt  all,  as  will  be  seen 
in  the  sequel. 

The  Druid's  haste  was  not  without  a  motive ;  his  object 
was  to  recover  the  enchanted  knife  which  his  daughter  had 
let  fall  in  the  state  apartment.  He  had  now  nothing  to 
fear  except  the  loss  of  this  treasure,  nor  anything  to  hope 
but  through  the  assistance  which  he  expected  from  it.  It 
so  chanced  that  Alie  had  let  it  fall  upon  its  point,  and 
whenever  the  point  of  the  knife  rested  against  any  solid 
substance  it  began  to  write.  Accordingly  he  found  the  floor 
of  the  apartment  covered  with  an  infinity  of  characters.  The 
knife,  which  was  wet  with  the  blood  of  the  unfortunate 
Prince  of  Noisy,  had  left  distinct  traces  of  the  writing  upon 
the  marble,  and  still  continued  making  fresh  marks.  The 
Druid  seized  hold  of  it  and  arrested  it ;  but  although  there 
was  not  a  language  in  the  universe  he  was  not  acquainted  with, 
he  could  not,  for  the  life  of  him,  make  out  this  which  the  knife 
had  just  been  writing.  It  consisted  entirely  of  these  words, 
repeated  over  and  over  again:  Casia,  Tuxil,  Gbimobiok, 
Grina,  Naxttn,  Cbasel. 

He  read  them  over  a  thousand  times,  looked  at  them  in 
a  thousand  ways,  replaced  the  point  of  the  knife  at  least 
twenty  times  against  the  marble,  but  stiU  it  went  on  writing 
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its  confounded  Oasia,  Tuxil,  &c.  &c.,  which  it  commenced 
afresh  every  time.  He  imagined  that  perhaps  the  hlood  with 
which  the  hlade  was  soiled  had  something  to  do  with  the 
diabolical  language  which  completely  haffled  all  his  science. 
In  order  to  clear  up  his  doubts,  he  went  and  washed  it  at 
the  nearest  fountain ;  but  the  water  only  made  the  blood 
of  a  brighter  colour,  and  seemed  to  incorporate  it  with  the 
dazzling  blade.  He  then  repaired  to  the  statue  of  Cleopatra 
in  order  to  return  it  iato  its  former  place ;  but  no  sooner 
had  he  put  it  into  the  liquid  gold  than  it  recoTered  all  its 
brightness,  and  the  blood  disappeared.  The  Druid  thought 
that  now  it  would  express  itself  more  clearly,  but  when  he 
placed  the  point  against  the  same  spot  on  the  statue  where 
it  had  written  before,  it  still  described  the  same  characters  as 
before.  The- Druid  was  so  mortified  that  he  was  tempted  to 
shatter  it  against  the  statue,  or  to  stab  himself  with  it,  and 
so  punish  himself  for  his  ignorance. 

BeiDg  a  philosopher,  however,  he  finally  adopted  a  more 
rational  course.  After  shutting  it  up  again  within  the  statue, 
he  set  about  comparing  these  extraordinary  words  which 
occasioned  him  so  much  anxiety,  with  all  the  Greek,  Hebrew, 
Syriac,  Chaldee,  and  Chinese  he  could  find.  This  occupation 
lasted  to  an  advanced  hour  of  the  night,  and  entirely  drove  out 
of  his  mind  all  thoughts  of  our  hapless  lovers.  We  shall  not 
do  amiss  if  we  leave  him  here,  and  repair  to  his  unfortunate 
daughter. 

The  grove  of  Yestals,  where  the  sylphs  were  watching  over 
her,  eidbibited  in  every  direction  whatever  could  have  relation 
to  the  virgins  of  antiquity.  Sc»ne  were  represented  in  statues 
worshipping  the  sacred  fire  of  which  they  were  the  guardians  ; 
others  seeking  refuge  in  a  glorious  suicide  from  the  violence 
of  wicked  emperors;  and  others,  in  fine,  having  yielded  to 
less  brilliant  temptations,  were  about  to  undergo  the  severe 
punishment  they  had  incurred. 

No  sooner  had  the  Druid  left  his  daughter  in  the  grove  of 
Yestals,  than  the  tender  and  despairing  fair  one  fell  into  a 
swoon.  On  returning  to  her  senses,  her  grief  broke  out  afresh  ; 
the  most  heartrending  cries  and  fits  of  the  wildest  despair, 
which  no  pen  can  describe,  now  ensued  ;  she  besought  heaven 
and  earihy  and  the  sylphs  attending  on  her,  to  restore  to  her 
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the  object  of  her  adoratioii,  whose  days  she  had  cat  <^  with 
her  own  hand. 

But  to  what  a  plight  was  she  reduced  on  beholding  her 
hands  and  her  garments  stained  with  the  murder  of  the 
unhappy  Bom  !  At  this  spectacle. her  despair  reached  its  last 
extreme,  and  delirium  rescued  her  from  its  horrors,  as  it  bad 
done  a  few  days  before.  She  suddenly  began  to  stretch  her 
eyes  wide  open,  and  fancying  herself  a  yestal,  the  victim  of  a 
false  accusation,  and  about  to  be  burnt  alive,  she  asked  for  her 
tablets  that  she  might  write  the  dying  sentiments  of  her  heart, 
and  give  them  to  the  sylphs  to  be  delivered  to  her  dear  lov^er. 

The  sylphs  were  frightened  at  the  wandering  condition  of 
her  mind,  and  started  back  a  few  steps.  Wherenpon  Alie 
exclaimed : — 

'< Degenerate  virgins!  you  are  not  worthy'  the  precious 
charge  which  you  refuse.  But  I  see  him  myself,"  she  added, 
hurriedly  rising  from  the  ground,  '<  I  see  the  dearly  beloved 
shade  who  is  approaching,  to  receive  my  last  farewell !  " 

This  was  quite  enough  to  procure  her  full  and  entire  liberty  ; 
a  fact  which  would  lead  me  to  believe  that  the  nymphs  who 
guarded  Alie  were  not  true  sylphs,  but  mere  village  maidens  in 
disguise,  for  they  took  to  their  heels  directly  their  nusiress  had 
said  she  saw  the  shade  of  her  lover ;  while  the  fair  Alie,  her 
thoughts  still  bent  on  the  same  idea,  darted  off  like  a  mad 
woman,  fancying  herself  ia  pursuit  of  the  Prince  of  Noisy, 
and  calling  upon  him  aloud. 

She  had  reached  the  door  of  the  garden ;  and  notwith- 
standing the  door  was  shut,  fancied  her  lover  had  made  his 
escape  through  it.  This  obstacle  would  have  at  once  put  an 
end  to  her  chase  ;  for  not  all  the  art,  nor  all  the  strength  in 
the  world,  could  open  a  door  which  was  kept  shut  by  enchant- 
ment, had  it  not  been  for  the  ring  which  Alie  wore  on  her 
finger,  and  which  her  father  had  given  her  as  a  protection 
against  the  wiles  of  Merlin.  She  accidentally  struck  the 
garden  door  with  her  hand,  and  no  sooner  had  the  talisman 
touched  it,  than  it  flew  open,  and  the  charming  Alie  was  left 
to  range  at  will. 

She  crossed  the  bridge,  which,  but  a  short  time  before,  had 
caused  her  so  much  alarm,  but  without  knowing  that  it  was 
the  handiwork  of  the  poor  Bam.    Had  she  known  it,  I  know  not 
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what  would  have  hecome  of  her,  for  she  could  not  fail  to  have 
stopt  upon  it,  in  order  to  indulge  in  some  passionate  excla- 
mation ;  and  if  she  had  accidentally  touched  it  with  her  ring, 
farewell  hridge  and  nymph  too,  for  every  enchantment  was 
destroyed  the  moment  the  ring  touched  it.  When  fortune 
owes  us  a  grudge,  however,  we  only  avoid  one  danger  to  fall 
into  a  greater. 

The  giant  Moulineau  had  not  failed  to  hetake  himself  to  the 
garden-door,  that  he  might  he  introduced  into  the  place  as  soon 
as  the  Druid  was  dead,  according  to  the  scheme  he  and  his 
prime  minister  had  concerted  together  ;  and  while  the  mournful 
scene  we  have  just  related  was  enacting  within,  he  never 
ceased  hovering  without.  He  was  at  a  loss  to  account  for  so 
long  a  delay  ere  the  revolution  was  accomplished  that  was  to 
put  him  in  possession  of  his  mistress  and  the  treasures  of  the 
Druid,  and  which  was  to  he  hrought  ahout  at  the  expense  only 
of  a  few  hutts  of  the  Ram's  horns.  Sometimes  he  would  fancy 
that  the  Ram  had  hetrayed  him  ;  and  sometimes  that  he  had 
heen  hetrayed  himself.  But,  at  last,  night  had  surprised  him 
in  the  midst  of  his  impatience  and  his  reflections,  and  he  had 
just  crossed  the  hridge  in  order  to  regain  his  quarters,  when 
the  unfortunate  Alio,  perceiving  him  through  the  darkness, 
took  him  at  first  for  the  heloved  shade  she  was  pursuing, 
and  douhling  her  pace,  ''Dear  prince!*'  she  exclaimed, 
**  stay  and  receive  the  last  sighs  of  thy  cruel,  thy  innocent 
murderess!  " 

The  enamoured  Moulineau  recognised  the  voice  that  now 
greeted  his  ears,  and  alheit  it  was  the  same  which  had  called 
him  dwarf,  he  turned  round  and  heheld  a  face  whose  lustre  dis- 
sipated the  shades  of  night.  What  were  his  thoughts  when  he 
beheld  the  fair  Alio  precipitate  herself  into  his  arms !  He 
imagined  that  the  faithful  Ram  had  murdered  the  Druid,  and 
that  his  daughter,  henceforward  mistress  of  her  own  actions, 
was  now  taking  the  earliest  opportunity  of  abandoning  herself 
to  the  inclination  she  had  always  felt  for  him. 

The  author  of  these  memoirs  was  much  to  blame  for  breaking 
off  the  adventure  at  this  critical  juncture,  in  order  to  return 
into  the  Druid's  castle.  The  hour  was  dangerous,  fancy  will  lead 
us  far  afield,  and  giants  are  not  without  their  fascinations. 

While  the  one  in  question  was  moved  to  a  transport  by  so 
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miexpected  a  piece  of  good  fortune,  the  Druid,  after  Twnly 
taming  over  the  leayee  of  all  his  ancient  manuscripts,  at  length 
bethought  himself  of  his  daughter,  but  belieying  her  safe  under 
the  g^rdianship  of  Puncheon,  he  betook  himself  to  the  foun- 
tain of  the  bower,  in  order  to  dispose  of  the  body  of  the 
unfortunate  Prince  of  Noisy  in  the  manner  he  had  resolred 
on.  No  sooner,  however,  was  he  in  the  middle  garden  than 
he*^  caught  sight  of  the  sylphs,  some  of  whom  were  hiding 
behind  the  palisades,  while  others  wa«  flying  at  his  approach  ; 
he  called  to  them  in  a  loud  voice,  inquiring  what  they  had 
done  with  the  prince,  but  they  seemed  far  from  inclined  to 
turn  back  and  answer  the  question.  When  he  found  he  could 
obtain  no  satisfaction,  he  hastened  with  all  speed  to  the 
fountain,  where  he  was  not  a  little  surprised  at  finding  little 
Puncheon  giving  way  t4>  the  most  violent  despair. 

'•  What  dost  thou  here  ?  "  said  the  Druid,  "  and  what  has 
become  of  my  daughter  ?  " 

"  Your  daughter,"  replied  the  disconsolate  Puncheon,  '*  isin 
perfect  safety,  under  the  guardianship  of  the  sylphs ;  but  as 
for  the  body  of  the  Prince  of  Noisy,  which  I  had  taken  eharge 
of,  it  is  lost  in  q»ite  of  all  my  care.  I  was  weeping  beside  his 
corpse,  deploring  his  cruel  fate,  and  sympathising  with  the 
misfortunes  of  the  fair  Alio,  when  suddenly  I  beheld  standing 
at  my  nde  a  man  whose  aspect,  next  to  that  of  yourself,  was 
the  most  dignified  and  venerable  of  any  in  the  whole  wide 
world.  After  shedding  tears  at  the  melancholy  adventoie 
which  I  related  to  him  in  a  few  words,  this  man  told  me  that, 
instead  of  shedding  useless  tears  over  the  fate  of  him  I 
regretted,  I  ought  to  perform  the  only  duty  which  could  now 
be  paid  him,  that  is,  .to  plunge  his  body  into  the  fountain  in 
order  to  cleanse  it  of  the  blood  with  which  it  was  stained,  pre- 
paratory to  your  coming  to  bum  it.  I  believed  him  ;  but  no 
sooner  did  the  body  of  the  Prince  of  Noisy  touch  the  water, 
than  it  disappeared  to  the  bottom  in  spite  of  all  my  efhrta  to 
retain  it,  and  at  the  same  moment  the  green  bower  rising  to 
the  surface,  the  man  seised  it  and  vanished  before  my  eyes. 

**  All  is  over  then !  "  cried  the  Druid,  ''  cruel  Merlin,  thou 
hast  vanquished  at  last!  but  as  for  thee,  wretch,*'  said  he, 
turning  to  Puncheon,  "who  hast  filled  up  the  measure  of 
my.woes^  tremble  at  the  punishment  that  awaits  thee." 
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The  miserable  Puncheon  was  more  dead  than  alive  when  he 
heard  these  words  ;  nevertheless  the  Druid  had  not  yet  learnt 
tlie  full  extent  of  his  misfortunes.  He  conducted  the  guilty 
Puncheon  to  the  statue  of  Cleopatra  in  order  to  shut  him  up 
therein :  hut  this  same  statue  which  had  opened  without  the 
assistance  of  the  talisman  when  the  knife  was  returned  to  it, 
now  refused  to  open  to  admit  Puncheon. 

It  was  then  that  the  Druid  remembered  he  had  left  his  ring 
upon  his  daughter's  finger,  and  ran  to  the  grove  of  Vestals  to 
fetch  it,  but  with  how  vain  a  result  "you  need  not  be  told. 
Hereupon  fresh  alarms  seized  upon  the  old  Druid,  who  broke 
forth  into  fresh  reproaches  and  fresh  menaces  towards  the 
luckless  Puncheon.  He  then  hastened  back  to  his  palace  in 
search  of  Alio,  and  failing  to  find  her  there,  looked  £or  her  in 
every  comer  of  the  garden.  He  was  nigh  reduced  to  the 
last  extremity  of  despair,  when  raising  his  eyes  to  heaven,  as 
people  do  when  overtaken  by  unforeseen  disasters,  he  thought 
he  discovered  a  new  star  there.  There  is  no  astronomer  in 
the  world  whose  grief,  however  intense,  will  not  vanish  at 
the  prospect  of  a  new  discovery  in  the  celestial  regions.  He 
perceived  at  once  that  it  was  either  a  comet  or  some  other 
phenomenon,  and  the  next  minute  he  found  that  he  could  make 
nothing  of  it  at  all.  It  was  some  luminous  object,  which  seemed 
suspended  in  the  air,  and  grew  bigger  and  bigger  as  it  drew 
nearer  to  the  earth.  At  last  he  discovered  that  it  must  be 
a  chariot  encircled  with  light,  and  that  it  was  performing 
a  vast  circuit  round  the  garden.  When  it  had  reached  the 
height  of  the  palisades,  he  saw  that  it  was  drawn  by  two 
unicorns  carrying  torches  at  the  top  of  their  horns.  Soon  after 
this  chariot,  whose  appearance  filled  him  with  astonishment, 
alighted  in  the  midst  of  the  garden.  As  he  was  not  a  man  to 
be  alarmed  at  anything  in  the  shape  of  a  prodigy,  he  advanced 
towards  the  chariot.  All  the  lights  which  he  had  seen  up  in 
the  air  he  found  were  so  many  torches  placed  in  sheaths  which 
surrounded  the  chariot,  and  the  horns  of  the  animals  drawing 
the  chariot  were  nothing  more  than  two  large  sheaths  with 
each  a  lighted  torch  in  it. 

While  the  Druid's  attention  was  entirely  engrossed  by  this 
novel  spectacle,  the  chariot  opened,  and  gave  egress  to  the 
Mother  of  Sheaths,  who  held  forth  her  hand  to  him.     She  was 
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a  woman  of  comely  appearance,  and  who  carried  her  jears  so 
weU,  that  ahe  appeared  to  be  acarcelj  forty,  whereas  she  wu 
nearer  four  hundred*  She  wore  an  andrienne  of  crimson  velvet, 
embroidered  all  over  with  golden  aheaths.  **  Let  some  one  who 
will  answer  for  its  safety  take  care  of  this  coach,"  siud  she, 
addressing  the  Druid,  **  it  may  turn  out  of  some  assistance  to 
you  in  your  present  difficulties.  I  did  not  know  of  them  till 
to-day,  when  I  found  them  out  by  chance  ;  and  I  also  found, 
on  examining  my  books,  that  what  I  am  in  search  of  is  not 
yery  far  from  here.  It  is  not  seven  minutes  since  I  left  Moulins. 
I  might,  perhaps,  have  prevented  the  fatal  accident  which 
has  just  befallen  you,  had  I  known  that  which  has  so  long 
been  hidden  from  me.  But  come,  we  will  go  and  repose 
ourselves  within  your  palace." 

The  Druid  called  Puncheon,  who  was  standing  at  a  respectful 
distance,  and  commanded  him,  in  a  severe  tone,  to  take  the 
chariot  into  the  grove  of  the  Vestals,  and  there  keep  watch 
over  it.  On  entering  the  palace,  the  Mother  of  Sheaths  was 
struck  at  sight  of  the  characters  which  the  knife  had  traced  on  the 
marble  floor.     She  trembled,  and  stood  motionless  before  them. 

**  What  do  I  see  ?"  she  exclaimed,  **  and  by  what  accident 
has  my  precious  knife  escaped  from  the  hands  of  the  perfidious 
Merlin,  that  it  might  thus  console  you  amidst  your  misfortunes 
in  a  language  unknown  to  every  other  mortal  ?  " 

The  Druid,  struck  with  astonishment,  without  telling  her, 
however,  anything  about  his  adventure  with  the  knife,  entreated 
her  to  explain  the  mystic  words  to  him,  since  they  appeared  to 
concern  himself.  "  This,"  said  the  Mother  of  Sheaths,  ''is 
their  signification :" 

111  can  ne*er  beft.1  your  daughter 

While  the  bower  you  retain  ; 
Let  the  Ram  avoid  die  water. 

And  his  life  will  safe  remain. 

The  learned  Mabillon  assures  us,  that  at  this  interpretation 
the  Druid  turned  as  white  as  the  ruffles  of  the  Mother  of 
Sheaths,  but  that  nevertheless  he  would  not  inform  her  how 
matters  really  stood.  The  enchantress,  observing  his  agitation, 
said  to  the  Druid,  ''  Let  us  pass  into  another  apartment,  where 
I  may  more  conveniently  acquaint  you  with  certain  matters 
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which  haye  doubtless  escaped  that  unirersal  knowledge  with 
which  art  and  nature  have  endowed  jou."  Whereupon  the 
Druid  conducted  her  into  the  gallery  of  paintings. 

It  was  quite  an  enchanted  spot.  He  had  caused  a  set  of 
furniture  to  be  painted  in  fresco  on  the  walls,  in  which  gold  was 
seen  to  sparkle  amidst  the  most  brilliant  and  variegated  colours  ; 
and  so  admirably  was  eyerything  imitated,  that  no  one  would 
have  taken  it  for  anything  but  real  tapestry.  Grotesque  figures, 
strange  musical  instruments,  Chinese  birds,  and  a  thousand 
different  sorts  of  Indian  flowers,  formed  the  chief  subjects  of 
the  ornaments.  The  pictures,  with  which  the  apartment  was 
hung,  represented  neither  the  past  nor  the  present ;  they  would 
haye  been  unworthy  the  science  and  the  skill  of  the  Druid» 
The  finest  piece  which  adorned  this  superb  hall  was  the  portrait 
of  a  great  and  august  prince,  who  was  destined  in  a  future  age 
to  unite  the  yast  empire  of  Gaul  under  his  dominion,  and  whose 
glory  should  extend  to  undiscoyered  climes.  The  Mother  of 
Sheaths  recognised  him,  although  he  was  not  to  be  bom  till 
nine  hundred  years  after ;  and  as  soon  as  she  had  deyoted 
some  further  attention  to  the  rest  of  the  ornaments,  she  seated 
herself  on  a  magnificent  couch,  and  made  the  Druid  take  his 
place  beside  her,  that  she  might  relate  her  adyentures. 

The  Druid  was  in  no  fit  state  to  pay  any  attention  to  the 
discourse  of  the  Mother  of  Sheaths,  for  the  interpretation  she 
had  giyen  him  of  the  characters  in  the  state  apartment,  and  the 
desire  of  recoyeringhis  daughter,  so  agitated  his  mind  that,  with 
all  his  efforts,  he  could  barely  control  his  feelings  ;  neyertheless 
he  listened  with  apparent  tranquiUity  to  the  enchantress,  who 
spoke  as  follows : 


STORY  OF  THE  MOTHER  OP  SHEATHa 

*'  Although  I  know  that  you  are  acquainted  with  a  portion  of 
what  concerns  me,  I  am  yery  certain  that  the  most  essential 
and  the  most  singular  portion  is  unknown  to  you  ;  and  it  is  of 
this  that  I  am  now  about  to  treat  in  the  most  succinct  manner 
I  can. 

'*  I  am  a  daughter  of  the  first  soyereign  of  Armorica.  At 
my  birth  I  receiyed  the  name  of  Philoelea,  a  yery  different 
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one  fnok  that  which  popular  tradition  has  for  the  last  centmy 
bastowod  on  me.  I  came  into  the  world  with  as  much  beauty 
as  it  is  possible  to  haye  at  so  early  a  period ;  but  subsequently 
it  became  so  marrellous  that  I  grew  to  be  considered  a  miracle 
of  beauty ;  and  my  stars,  to  which  I  was  indebted  for  this 
advantage,  had  bo  ordered  matters  that  I  was  endowed  with 
wit  surpassing  eyen  the  brilliancy  of  my  personal  graces,  and 
this  saved  me  from  being  dassled  by  them.  Those  whom 
my  charms  attracted  only  succeeded  in  engaging  my  attention 
in  so  far  as  they  were  distinguished  by  their  genius  or  endow- 
ments. It  was  long  ere  I  found  one  whom  I  considered  worthy 
of  my  ch<Mce«  Solitude  was  my  whole  delight,  and  reading  mj 
sole  amusement.  My  father,  the  most  magnificent  prince  oi 
lus  age,  was  at  the  same  time  the  most  ignorant ;  ney^the- 
less,  he  had  collected  together  at  considerable  expense  the 
rarest  and  most  curious  books  in  the  world,  but  never  in 
his  life  had  he  opened  a  single  volume.  This  library  was 
my  habitual  refuge,  and  from  my  reading  at  that  time,  and 
my  particular  choice  of  books,  I  drew  the  first  elements  of 
that  knowledge  which  has  since  acquired  for  me  so  much 
renown. 

«  An  unceasing  apf^cation,  jmned  to  the  natural  penetration 
of  my  mind,  soon  rendered  me  mistress  of  the  most  abstruse 
characters,  and  enabled  me  to  decipher  the  obscure  works 
with  which  this  library  was  filled.  The  most  precious  of  all 
these  volumes,  however,  remained  for  a  long  time  impenetrable 
to  all  my  researches.  It  contained  an  infinite  number  of  plants 
and  flowers,  sometimes  mingled  together,  sometimes  ranged  in 
separate  rows,  and  sometimes  intermixed  with  the  signs  given 
by  astronomers  to  the  different  planets  and  constellations.  I 
made  no  doubt  but  these  were  hieroglyphics*  used  instead  of 
the  various  characters  in  which  the  other  books  were  written. 
At  length  I  succeeded  in  mastering  this  difficult  language, 
unknown  to  all  else,  in  spite  of  the  barrier  of  mystery  and 
enigma  with  which  it  was  hedged  round.  I  was  but  too 
richly  rewarded  for  my  pains  and  nightly  vigOs  by  the  secrets 
which  were  revealed  to  me  in  this  book. 

"  My  father,  who  never  found  any  other  fault  with  me,  than 
that  of  being  too  passionately  devoted  to  reading,  had  frequently 
threatened  me  with  having  all  these  books  thrown  into  the  firei 
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One  day  he  came  and  tore  me  away  from  my  library  in  order 
to  take  me  out  a  hawking  with  him.  I  was  drest  in  a  hunting 
suit,  and  set  on  horseback.  Thus  equipped,  and  surrounded 
by  a  brilliant  suite  of  both  sexes,  I  'eclipsed  all  the  women,  and 
charmed  all  the  men,  without  being  aware  that  I  was  doing 
either  one  or  the  other. 

**  We  were  in  the  midst  of  a  vast  plain,  spreading  on  each 
side  of  a  considerable  liyer.  As  soon  as  the  hawks  were  let 
fly  a  thousand  shouts  rent  the  air,  and  my  horse  taking 
fnght  carried  me  rapidly  off  in  the  direction  of  the  riyer.  He 
leapt  in,  and  after  swimming  across  it  neyer  ceased  running 
until  he  was  in  the  midst  of  a  wood.  I  alighted,  tied  my  horse 
to  a  tree,  and  charmed  at  the  accident  which  had  separated 
me  from  an  importunate  crowd,  I  began  to  walk  about,  and 
after  some  time,  finding  a  suitable  resting-place,  I  sat  down  on 
a  bank  of  turf  at  the  foot  of  an  old  oak.  Here  I  gave  myself 
up  to  my  reflections.  I  was  so  absorbed  that  the  day  was 
sdready  sinking  when  I  was  roused  froirsi  them  by  rather  a  loud 
noise  proceeding  from  the  top  of  the  tree  against  which  I  was 
reclining.  It  was  a  large  owl,  who  was  tumbling  down  from 
branch  to  branch,  and  having  at  last  entangled  himself  by  a 
number  of  straggling  fibres  hanging  to  his  claws,  I  took  lum 
for  the  bird  which  had  been  the  object  of  our  sport.  Birds  of 
this  species  are  usually  the  common  butt  and  laughing-stock 
of  all  the  rest.  But  as  I  was  of  quite  a  different  feeling,  I 
set  him  free.  Instead  of  flying  away,  howeyer,  when  I  had 
liberated  him,  the  set  himself  on  the  ground  within  two 
paces,  of  me,  and  looked  at  me  fixedly.  The  gathering  dark- 
ness was  beginning  to  allow  him  the  use  of  his  eyes,  of 
which  the  light  of  day  had  deprived  him.  Instead  of  speaking 
to  me  (as  I  expected  he  was  about  to  do)  after  ogling  me  so 
long,  he  gave  a  little  cry,  fluttered  his  wings,  and  flew  away. 
His  flight  was  not  rapid,  and  perching  himself  on  an  oak 
within  ten  paces,  he  uttered  another  cry.  I  drew  near,  but  the 
owl  vanished,  and  I  beheld  a  ray  of  light  shining  from  the 
place  where  I  had  last  seen  him.  A  few  minutes  after,  several 
lighted  torches  appeared  in  the  wood,  and  a  party  of  those  who 
had  been  di^atched  in  search  of  me  in  every  direction,  having 
found  me  out,  I  returned  to  the  court  of  my  father  at  an 
advanced  hour  of  the  night. 
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**  From  that  day  forth  I  was  forbidden  to  go  into  the  fibraij ; 
all  that  was  allowed  me  was  a  single  book.     It  was  that  con- 
tuning  the  hieroglyphics ;  and  as  my  father  fancied  I  had  it 
only  to  look  at  the  pictures,  I  was  allowed  to  take  it  with  me 
in  my  solitary  walks.     They  were  usually  in  the  direction  of 
the  wood  where  I  had  seen  the  owl.     One  day  I  had  pene- 
trated a  considerable  way  into  it  after  leaving  my  attendants 
behind,  that  I  might  be  more  at  liberty.     I  wi^ed  to  stay 
until  sunset,   in  the  hopes  of    seeing    the  owl  again.      I 
exanuned  every  tree  with  care,  but  without  discovering  that 
from  which  I  had  seen  the  ray  of  light  shining  ;  at  last,  having 
tired  myself  out  in  this  fruitless  search,  I  lay  down  on  the  grass 
and  fell  into  a  profound  sleep.     It  was  of  no  long  duration,  and 
what  caused  me  to  wake  up  was  feeling  myself  almost  in  the 
arms  of  a  man,  or  rather  of  one  of  those  half-human  figures  such 
as  satyrs  are  painted.     His  face  was  similar  to  theirs,  and, 
although  he  had  neither  their  horns  nor  their  hoofs,  his  body 
was  bristling  with  frightful  hair.      My  struggles  and    my 
screams  would  perhaps  have  been  vain,  had  not  the  most 
terrible  owl  that  could  possibly  exist  scared  the  monster  away. 
He  retired  a  short  dbtance,   and  raising  his  eyes   to   see 
whence  the  cry  came,  beheld  at  the  same  time  that  I  did  a 
luminous  object  in  the  claws  of  the  owl,  who,  swooping  down 
upon  him,  stretched  him  at  my  feet.     I  thought  he  was  struck 
by  lightning ;  the  earth  was  bathed  in  his  blood,  and  notwith- 
standing my  horror  of  him,  I  could  not  refrain  approaching  him 
to  satis^  my  curiosity  as  to  how  he  had  received  this  deadly 
blow.     He  had  fallen  on  his  back,  and  I  beheld  the  handle  of 
a  knife,  the  whole  blade  of  which  appeared  buried  in  his  heart. 
On  drawing  it  out,  every  portion  of  the  blade  which  was  not 
covered  with  blood  dazzled  my  eyes  by  its  extreme  lustre.     As 
soon  as  I  was  in  possession  of  the  knife  I  fancied  myself  mistress 
of  the  most  precious  treasure  in  the  world,  nor  was  I  mistaken. 
I  wished  to  cleanse  the  blade  by  dipping  it  into  a  clear  spring 
issuing  from  a  rock  within  a  few  steps  of  where  I  stood,  but  it 
was  in  vain,  for  the  water  only  made  the  blood-marks  brighter* 
This  prodigy  astonished  me,  but  soon  a  fresh  miracle  increased 
my  astonishment.     I  was  pressing  the  point  of  the  knife  against 
the  rock,  to  see  if  I  could  not  thus  efface  the  marks,  when  the 
knife  appeared  animated  by  an  impulse  to  which  I  yielded. 
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and  following  the  movements  which  it  gave  my  hand,  I  traced 
a  number  of  hieroglyphics.  The  words  formed  by  them  were 
in  the  same  language  as  that  written  in  your  state  apartment, 
and  which  I  had  learnt  in  the  book  before-mentioned.  This  is 
what  was  written  on  the  rock : 

«<  Beauty,  whoso  youthful  heart  hath  paid 
No  tribute  yet  to  tyrant  love. 
Whilst  thou  dost  keep  this  magic  blade, 
A  trusty  guardian  it  will  prove.' 

"  I  have  given  these  early  incidents  of  my  life  at  some  length, 
because  they  were  unknown  to  you  ;  of  the  rest  I  shall  speak 
more  succinctly. 

**  I  possessed  two  inestimable  treasures,  which  by  raising  me 
above  all  ordinary  knowledge,  left  me  no  inclination  but  for 
the  most  sublime  speculations.  All  the  means  I  had  em- 
ployed to  cleanse  my  knife  of  the  blood  which  stained  it,  had 
failed.  One  day  I  took  it  into  my  head  to  scrape  it  with  the 
point  of  a  golden  bodkin ;  the  gold  melted,  and  the  blood- 
stains disappearing  without  leaving  the  faintest  trace,  the  knife 
once  more  became  as  bright  as  the  stars  of  heaven.  I  con- 
sulted it  in  every  strait,  and  always  succeeded  in  overcoming 
my  difficulties  by  attending  to  its  injunctions.  I  know  now  that 
it  is  only  while  it  is  stained  with  blood  that  it  expresses  itself  in 
this  unknown  language.  I  have  sometimes  fancied  that  it  was 
the  knife  with  which  Apollo  flayed  Marsyas,  on  account  of  its 
uttering  oracles,  and  uttering  them  always  in  verse.  But  to 
conclude. 

"  I  remained  with  my  father,  refusing  offers  with  which  I 
was  unceasingly  tormented,  and  retaining  all  the  brilliancy  of 
my  youthful  charms ;  while  I  beheld  those  of  my  own  age 
gradually  lose  theirs  with  the  flight  of  time.  I  perceived 
that  people  grew  tired  of  a  beauty  with  which  they  had  become 
familiar,  and  tired  of  it  myself,  I  left  my  native  soil  to 
make  fresh  discoveries  in  foreign  countries.  I  visited  Egypt, 
Africa,  Persia,  and  the  Indies.  Several  centuries  having 
elapsed  during  these  different  voyages,  and  the  long  stay  I 
made  in  these  regions,  I  determined  at  length  to  return  to 
Europe,  and  enrich  it  with  the  result  of  so  many  labours  and 
such  arduous  researches.  I  found  the  reputation  of  the  renowned 
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Merlin  nniyenally  spread  abroad.  The  desire  of  ascertaimng 
whether  his  science  was  in  reality  so  marvellous  as  to  deserve 
this  reputation*  caused  me  to  make  a  journey  into  England. 
When  I  performed  this  voyage,  I  assumed  the  appearance 
which  I  now  present,  and  found  Merlin  equal  to  all  that  had 
been  rumoured  of  him.  He  is  of  illustrious  extraction,  being 
descended  like  myself  from  the  first  sovereigns  of  Armorica, 
whose  descendants  established  themselves  in  the  province  of 
ComwaU,  of  which  Merlin  is  invested  with  the  dukedom. 

'*  The  favour  of  the  King  of  England  threw  a  halo  of  dis- 
tinction about  Merlin,  of  which  I  found  him  perfectly  deserving. 
I  was  delighted  with  his  wit,  but  with  his  natural  disposition 
I  was  not. so  well  satisfied,  although  he  concealed  it  as  much  as 
he  was  able,  under  a  great  show  of  sincerity,  but  which  was  only 
the  mask  of  a  degree  of  artifice,  amounting  almost  to  down- 
right knavery.    I   soon   discovered  that  all  his  eagerness  to 
make  himself  agreeable  to  me,  and  to  insinuate  himself  in  my 
good  graces,  was  with  an  interested  motive.     He  frequently 
spoke  to  me  of  the  marvellous  Philoclea,  mentioned  in  some 
chronicle   of  Brittany,  and  whom  some  supposed  to  be  still 
among  the  living.     He  also  mentioned  an  enchanted  knife 
which  had  rendered  this  famous  beauty  immortal ;  and  while 
he  was  speaking  of  these  things,  he  fixed  his  eyes  on  me  with 
scrutinising  attention.     This  was  quite  sufiicient  to  awaken  my 
apprehensions  ;  accordingly,  I  had  recourse  to  my  knife,  which 
informed  me  that  Merlin  was  aiming  at  the  possession  of  the 
most  precious  of  my  treasures.     All  my  science  being  insuf- 
ficient to  secure  me  against   the  stratagems  of  a  man  who 
appeared  to  have  discovered  my  identity,  I  quitted  England  and 
took  refuge  at  the  foot  of  the  Apennines,  where,  in  order  to  evade 
his  pursuit  and  his  designs  against  me,  I  assumed  the  appear- 
ance of  decrepitude.     Nevertheless,  all  my  precautions  proved 
unavailing,  and  the  traitor  ended  by  robbing  me  of  my  knife. 

•*  You  already  know  a  part  of  what  subsequently  befel  me  ; 
you  know  the  object  of  all  those  sheaths  which  have  acquired 
me  the  name  of  the  Mother  of  Sheaths ;  and  you  also  know 
the  motive  of  my  visit  to  France.  I  am  acquainted  with  the 
events  which  have  befallen  you  during  the  last  two  days  ;  and 
I  am  come  hither  in  order  to  offer  you  the  assistance  of  my  skill 
in  conjunction  with  your  own.     The  perfidious  Merlin^  banished 
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from  England,  has  not  only  found  an  asylum  in  the  court  of 
Pepin,  but  the  favour  into  which  he  has  newly  risen  there,  has 
put  him  in  possession  of  the  principality  of  Noisy  ;  and  here 
he  has  brought  up  his  son  in  the  same  fear  of  your  vicinage  as 
you  have  always  entertained  of  his.  You  see  that  the  stars 
have  laughed  at  all  the  precautions  which  both  of  you  have 
taken  to  keep  asunder  two  hearts  whose  mutual  affection  was 
destined  to  be  so  fatal  to  their  union.  The  book  I  mentioned 
to  you  has  informed  me  of  all  these  things,  and  promises  me 
the  recovery  of  the  treasure  which  Merlin  stole  from  me.  I 
know  the  means  of  rescuing  his  son  from  the  jaws  of  death  ; 
and  it  is  only  by  restoring  this  son  to  him  that  I  can  obtain 
from  the  enchanter  the  restitution  of  my  knife.  It  is  for  you  to 
inform  me  by  what  chance  it  escaped  from  his  hands,  to  become 
the  instrument  of  his  son's  murder,  and  to  trace  the  characters 
which  I  have  just  read  upon  the  marble  of  your  apartment." 

The  Druid,  overwhelmed  with  affliction,  unable  any  longer 
to  constrain  himself,  and  feeling,  moreover,  how  much  the 
assistance  of  the  enchantress  was  needful  to  him,  threw  himself 
at  her  feet,  and  bathing  her  knees  in  tears,  acquainted  her  with 
the  existing  state  of  affairs. 

**  What !  "  cried  the  Mother  of  Sheaths,  "  the  Prince  ot 
Noisy  has  disappeared  in  the  fountain  !  Aliens  bower,  after 
appearing  on  the  surface  of  the  water,  has  been  carried  off  by 
Merlin  !  (for  be  sure  it  is  no  other  than  he  who  has  committed 
this  robbery,)  and  your  daughter  is  lost !  Was  there  ever 
such  a  string  of  misfortunes !  The  loss  of  Alio,  which  seems 
to  afflict  yon  more  than  any  other,  fills  me  with  apprehensions 
for  your  sake,  for  you  cannot  find  her  until  you  recover  the 
bower ;  and  how  can  you  expect  such  an  event  when  your  most 
cruel  enemy  is  in  possession  of  it  ?  And  that  enemy,  the  same 
Merlin,  who,  in  spite  of  all  my  precautions,  robbed  me  of  my 
knife  !  "  As  she  spoke  these  words,  a  few  tears  trickled  from 
the  eyes  of  the  enchantress,  and  in  a  tone  full  of  the  deepest 
sorrow,  she  repeated  the  verses  which  the  knife  had  traced  in 
the  forest. 

*<  Wbilst  thou  doBt  keep  this  magic  blade, 
A  tnutj  goudiaa  it  will  prove.* 

''Such  were  thy  injunctions,"  she  continued^  '^ precious 
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treasare,  which  I  so  feared  to  lose,  and  whose  loss  has  cost  me 
such  bitter  pangs  of  remorse — ^pangs  which  I  shall  never  cease 
to  feel.  Alas  !  what  more  coidd  I  do  to  presenre  thee  ?  Why 
didst  thou  not  presenre  me  likewise  according  to  thy  promise, 
when  the  enchanted  chariot  appeared  before  me  in  the  wilder- 
ness of  the  Apennines  ?  " 

The  Druid,  at  this  outbreak  of  grief  on  the  part  of  the 
Mother  of  Sheaths,  thought  he  could  not  select  a  more  pro- 
pitious moment  for  informing  her  that  this  knife,  so  precious  to 
her,  and  so  much  regretted,  was  in  his  possession,  and  at  the 
same  time  offering  to  restore  it  to  her.  She  was  so  transported 
with  delight  at  this  piece  of  intelligence,  that  she  had  nigh 
fallen  into  a  swoon.  The  Druid  conducted  her  to  the  statue 
of  Cleopatra,  forgetting,  however,  that  he  no  longer  possessed 
the  ring  which  alone  had  the  power  of  opening  it.  Accordingly, 
he  stopt  short  before  the  statue,  and  was  forced  to  confess  to 
the  enchantress  that,  together  with  his  daughter,  he  had  also 
lost  the  talisman  which  was  upon  her  finger,  informing  her  at 
the  same  time  that  this  ring  was  the  only  key  to  the  statue  in 
which  her  knife  was  enclosed.  The  enchantress,  in  a  state  of 
despair,  resolved  to  employ  her  whole  science  in  order  to 
triumph  over  the  obstacles  which  stood  between  her  and  the 
object  of  all  her  desires.  She  told  the  Druid  to  command 
Puncheon  that  he  should  seek  Alie  under  all  possible  shapes, 
and  meanwhile  she  would  apply  herself  to  recover  possession  of 
the  bower. 

Let  us  return  now  to  the  fair  Alie,  whom  we  left  throwing 
herself  into  the  arms  of  the  giant.  Such  a  situation,  had  it  been 
any  one  but  Alie,  would  have  inspired  me  with  certain  appre- 
hensions ;  but  great  was  the  virtue  of  the  ancient  talismans, 
and  greater  still  the  faith  of  those  who  believed  in  them.  The 
charming  AJie  who  imagined  herself  running  after  the  shade 
of  her  beloved  lover,  expected  to  embrace  nothing  but  empty 
space ;  judge  of  her  surprise  at  finding  herself  in  the  arms 
of  a  solid  and  tolerably  substantial  body.  Her  fright  at  once 
restored  her  to  reason  ;  and  perceiving  the  danger  into  which 
she  had  rushed  of  her  own  accord,  she  uttered  a  thousand 
screams  and  struggled  violently  to  disengage  herself  from  the 
grasp  of  the  giant,  who  far  from  allowing  his  prey  to  escape, 
however,  carried  her  off  to  his  own   quarters  without  onco 
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allowing  her  feet  to  touch  the  ground.  With  what  terror  was 
she  now  seized  on  finding  herself  locked  up,  and  reflecting  that 
on  one  and  the  same  day  she  had  stahhed  the  ohject  of  all  her 
afifections  and  had  fallen  into  the  clutches  of  a  monster  whom 
she  detested. 

The  giant  asked  her  why  she  had  uttered  so  many  cries  in 
pronouncing  the  name  of  the  Prince  of  Noisy.  She  informed 
him  that  it  was  hecause  she  had  slain  him  with  her  own  hand. 
The  giant  wanted  to  emhrace  her  in  order  to  testify  his  gra- 
titude ;  hut  this  mode  of  expressing  his  thanks  heing  repulsed, 
he  inquired  what  had  hecome  of  the  Ram. 

*<  He  is  dead  ! "  she  exclaimed.  **  It  was  I  who  slew  him. 
Oh  hapless  Prince  of  Noisy ! — it  was  I  who — " 

The  Lord  of  Moulineau,  in  a  transport  of  rage,  without 
giving  Alio  time  to  finish  her  speech^  or  consulting  his  passion 
for  her,  dealt  her  a  hex  on  the  ears  which  stretched  her  at  his 
feet,  and  was  inclined  to  cut  off  her  head  to  avenge  the  murder 
fihe  had  just  confessed. 

**  Wretch  I  '*  cried  the  giant,  roughly  raising  her  up,  **  see 
what  thy  perfidy  has  hrought  on  thee.  But  for  the  deed 
thou  hast  confest,  I  should  this  night,  hooted  and  spurred, 
have  received  thee  into  my  hed.  If  thou  hast  indeed  slain 
the  Ram,  think  not  to  escape  my  vengeance.  I  will  first  lock 
thee  up  in  his  chamher,  and  then  set  ahout  learning  the  truth  of 
this.  Tremhle  if  my  favourite  he  dead  !  Thy  father  shall  he 
my  first  viotim.  and  W  I  am  tired  of  madng  my  pastime 
of  thee,  thou  shalt  he  huried  alive  !  " 

After  uttering  this  terrihle  thi'eat,  the  giant  locked  Alie 
in  the  little  hut  formerly  inhahited  hy  the  defunct  Ram,  where 
he  gave  her  time  to  reflect,  while  he  snored  away  the  remainder 
of  the  night.  The  next  day  the  cruel  Moulineau  set  out  on  his 
campaign. 

The  unfortunate  Alie,  who  could  imagine  no  more  terrihle 
prospect  than  that  held  out  hy  the  giant,  hegan  to  revolve  in 
her  mind  hy  what  kind  of  death  she  could  evade  this  mis- 
fortune. Looking  around  her  in  all  directions  she  heheld  the 
name  of  Alie  engraven  all  over  the  walls;  not  douhting  hut  it 
was  the  handiwork  of  the  faithful  and  high-minded  Ram,  she 
gave  way  to  a  fresh  outhurst  of  grief,  which  was  interrupted  by 
her  perceiving  the  hook  which  she  had  thrown  from  the  window 
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of  the  Druid's  castle  to  tlie  Prince  of  Noisy.  Leamng  her  hand 
•gainst  the  door  of  the  hut  for  support,  the  ring  touched  it  and 
it  flew  open.  As  you  may  easily  imagine,  Alie's  astonishment 
was  soon  succeeded  hy  her  eagerness  to  avail  herself  of  so 
fortunate  an  accident,  and  to  mak^  her  escape  with  the  book. 
She  took  good  care,  howeyery  not  to  turn  in  the  direction  of 
her  father  s  garden,  whither  she  knew  the  giant  had  betaken 
himself.  To  avoid  meeting  him,  iherefore,  she  took  a  long 
round,  and  after  walking  some  time  perceived  a  wood  which 
she  entered,  intending  there  to  await  the  night.  This  wood 
formed  a  portion  of  the  forest  of  Noisy.  As  soon  as  she  was 
advanced  Ux  enough  into  it  to  think  herself  safe,  she  threw 
herself  down  at  the  foot  of  a  tree,  overwhelmed  with  ^ef, 
terror,  and  fatigue.  Gould  she  have  known  what  was  going 
on  elsewhere,  she  would  have  been  spared  much  anxiety. 

Little  Puncheon,  under  the  exact  semblance  of  the  Ram, 
had  quitted  the  Druid's  mansion  at  about  the  same  time  that 
the  giant  was  leaving  his  own  abode.  They  failed  not  to  meet, 
and  from  the  moment  the  giant  descried  his  beloved  favourite 
from  a  distance  he  began  to  repent  his  ill-treatment  of  the 
lovely  Alio,  and  ran  towards  him  radiant  with  joy,  fully  per- 
suaded that  he  was  come  to  seek  him  in  order  to  put  him  in 
possession  of  his  enemy's  treasure.  But  he  was  not  a  little 
surprised  to  see  his  favourite,  instead  of  wuting  for  him,  take 
to  his  heels  in  another  direction ;  and  though  he  ran  after  him, 
calling  and  threatening  as  he  ran,  the  Bam  never  stopped.  This 
flight,  on  the  one  part,  and  pursuit  on  the  other,  over  the 
most  irregular  ground  that  little  Puncheon  could  select,  lasted 
so  long,  that  the  giant  was  fain  to  surrender  ;  and  after  having 
taken  an  enormous  round,  seeing  himself  close  to  his  quarters, 
he  resolved  to  go  and  fetch  his  great  horse  that  he  might  bring 
the  deserter  whom  he  had  so  long  and  so  vainly  pursued,  to  an 
account. 

As  soon  as  the  giant  had  desisted  from  his  pursuit,  the  Ram 
started  off  as  hard  as  he  could  gallop,  and  after  making  a 
survey  of  every  place  in  the  neighbourhood,  at  last  reached 
that  part  of  the  forest  of  Noisy  which  poor  Alio  had  selected 
for  her  retreat.  He  found  her  at  the  very  moment  that,  taking 
the  prettiest  garter  in  the  world  from  the  prettiest  leg  that 
ever  was  formed,  she  was  about  to  hang  the  most  charming 
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and  the  most  disconsolate  creature  that  ever  existed.  The 
appearance  of  the  Bam  prerented  the  accomplishment  of  her 
desperate  resolve.  No  words  can  express  her  joy  and  astonish- 
ment at  seeing  him. 

"Is  it  thou  ?  "  she  cried,  emhracing  him  ;  "  is  it  thou, 
dear  prince  ?  do  I  hehold  thee  once  more  in  that  odious  shape 
which  so  deceived  me  ?  *' 

Little  Puncheon  wept  as  she  hegan  to  feel  his  side  in 
search  of  the  wound  she  had  inflicted,  and  hesitated  to  discover 
himself,  dreading  to  cloud  the  joy  with  which  the  delusion 
inspired  her.  It  was,  however,  necessary  that  he  should 
resume  his  own  shape,  and  seeing  the  affliction  of  Alie  at  the 
change,  he  conjured  her  to  be  calm,  telling  her  that  much  was 
to  be  hoped  from  the  assistance  promised  them  by  the  Mother 
of  Sheaths,  whose  arrival  he  informed  her  of.  Alie,  yielding 
to  the  flattering  hopes  held  out  by  Puncheon,  was  at  last 
persuaded  to  foUow  him  to  her  father's  abode. 

While  they  were  proceeding  together,  the  amiable  Puncheon, 
who  had  taken  charge  of  the  book  in  order  to  relieve  Alie  of 
its  weight,  said  to  her : — 

**  Fair  mistress,  could  you  but  know  the  joy  which  you  are 
about  to  occasion  your  father  the  Druid,  by  bringing  back  this 
book  to  him,  your  grief  would  greatly  diminish.  It  is  filled  with 
the  most  precious  secrets  of  nature,  and  the  prettiest  stories 
in  the  world.  To  make  the  journey  appear  less  tedious  and  to 
divert  your  affliction  I  wiH  relate  one  to  you,  for  my  master 
would  sometimes  allow  me  to  read  it.  As  for  him  he  never 
took  the  trouble  to  read  the  stories  with  which  it  is  filled. 

**  *  There  was  once  upon  a  time  in  Lower  Brittany  a  Druid, 
who  was  called  Gaspard  the  Wise.  So  wise  was  he,  indeed, 
that  he  had  written  a  big  book  which  contained  all  the  wisdom 
of  the  world.  He  had  also  invented  a  new  language,  composed 
of  flowers,  plants,  planets,  and  I  can't  tell  you  how  many 
things  besides.  Now  this  Gaspard  the  Wise  had  a  son  who 
was  so  handsome  that  he  fell  in  love  with  himself.  There  was 
nothing  he  took  such  delight  in  as  looking  all  day  at  his  own 
reflection  in  the  water.  This  was  why  his  father  called  him 
Narcissus.  Nevertheless,  he  was  so  afflicted  at  the  foolish  cour 
duct  of  his  son,  that  one  day  he  called  him  into  his  laboratory, 
and  after  scolding  him  well  for  his  unmanly  vanity,   "  My 
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•on/'  Muid  he,  *'  thou  would'st  never  be  good  for  anything 
wert  thou  to  remain  with  me.  I  am  therefore  about  to  entrost 
thee  with  a  commission  which  will  cause  thee  to  see  something 
of  the  world.  But  on  this  condition,  that  thou  never  seest 
thyself  again,  for  if  ever  thou  lookest  at  thyself  in  the  water, 
thou  wilt  become  so  frightfully  ugly  that  thou  wilt  be  disgusted 
with  thine  own  face ;  and  if  ever  this  should  happen,  she 
alone  who  is  able  to  read  and  understand  what  is  written  in 
my  book  can  restore  to  thee  that  beauty  which  has  turned  thy 
head,  and  which  thou  wilt  then  despise  in  order  to  love  that  ai 
another.  Moreover,  when  thou  recoverest  thy  beauty,  thou 
wilt  become  imbued  with  aU  my  knowledge,  as  likewise  will 
she  into  whose  hands  my  book  is  destined  to  fall,  if  she  shall 
succeed  in  deciphering  a  language  invented  by  myself  alone. 
Listen  to  what  I  am  about  to  relate. 

"  <  In  the  world  there  is  a  forest,  and  in  this  forest  there  is  a 
tree  which  is  very  hard  to  find  ;  and  in  this  tree  there  is  a  golden 
sheath,  which  is  made  of  such  gold  as  will  not  melt  when  it 
touches  the  knife  which  I  am  about  to  give  thee.  This  sheath 
you  must  seek,  find,  and  bring  back  to  me.' 

*'  <  So  saying,  he  gave  him  the  knife,  embraced  him  with 
affection,  and  bade  him  go.  But  he  was  no  sooner  out  of  his 
sight,  than  he  repented  parting  with  him  ;  and  a  prey  to  the 
continual  fears  with  which  Qie  perils  that  threatened  his 
beloved  son  inspired  him,  he  died  shortly  after  the  departure  of 
Narcissus. 

" '  Narcissus,  in  obedience  to  his  father's  commands,  wandered 
through  every  wood  and  forest,  and  examiped  every  tree  in 
them  to  find  the  golden  sheath,  but  without  success.  History  tells 
us  that  he  was  three  years  travelling  twenty  leagues,  so  much  time 
did  he  spend  in  the  different  forests  on  his  road.  At  the  end  of 
these  three  years  he  reached  the  court  of  Prince  Eeraliosmadec> 
who  was  then  reigning  in  Brittany  ;  but  as  the  sheath  he  was 
in  search  of  was  not  to  be  found  at  the  courts  of  princes,  he 
came  no  nearer  to  it  than  was  necessary  to  visit  all  the  neigh* 
bouring  woods.  One  of  these  in  particular,  a  very  pleasant 
one,  was  surrounded  almost  entirely  by  a  river,  the  waters  of 
which  were  as  clear  as  crystal.  This  river  he  had  to  cross,  in 
order  to  get  into  the  forest ;  but  as  he  was  crossing  it,  his 
curiosity  to  see  if  the  fatigue  of  his  travels  had  in  any  way 
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diminished  his  beauty^  overcame  the  impression  of  his  father's 
threats^  and  he  bent  down  his  head  over  the  smface  of  the 
water. 

"  *  What  was  his  surprise,  instead  of  beholding  the  face  of  the 
beautiful  Narcissus,  to  see  that  of  a  large  owl.  The  cry  of 
horror  which  the  spectacle  wrung  from  him,  frightened  him 
still  more,  for  it  was  that  of  a  veritable  owl,  and  ere  he  had 
time  to  utter  a  second,  he  was  changed  to  an  owl  from  top  to 
toe.  He  retained  his  reason,  however  ;  he  was  blest  with  so 
little,  indeed,  that  it  ^ould  scarcely  have  been  worth  while  to 
deprive  him  of  it.  At  the  same  moment  he  lost  his  sight,  and 
was  almost  driven  to  despair  at  the  loss  ;  but  when  night  came 
he  recovered  it,  and  took  refuge  in  the  wood. 

*' '  Miserable  eno^h  was  the  life  which  the  unhappy  Narcissus 

led  here,  hiding  himself  all  day  in  the  hollow  of  a  tree,  and 

spending  his  nights   feasting  off  a  few  wretched  mice,  and 

seeking  the  sheath  of  the  knife  which  he  had  still  carefully 

kept  in  his  possession.     So  industrious  was  his  search,  that  he 

at  last  found  the  tree,  conducted  to  it  by  the  lustre  of  the 

marvellous  sheath  amidst  the  surrounding  darkness.     But  he 

could  never  succeed  in  taking  it  away  from  the  tree,  nor  in 

putting  his  knife  into  it.     He  spent  the  greater  part  of  his 

nights  in  vain  efforts  to  effect  both  one  and  the  other  ;  but  all 

he  could  do  was  to  hide  his  knife  in  the  same  tree  close  to  the 

sheath.     At  last,  I  forget  now  in  what  manner,  he  was  rescued 

from  his  embarrassment  by  a  certain  princess.     This  princess 

was   so  beautiful  that  he  became  enamom*ed  of  her.     She 

frequently  came  to  walk  in  this  wood  ;  but  unfortunately  he 

could  never  see  her  but  when  she  stayed  until  it  was  night. 

It  was  on  one  of  these  occasions,  that,  having  fallen  asleep  at  the 

foot  of  a  tree,  from  which  the  owl  was  contemplating  her 

beauty,  she  was  awoke  by  the  assault  of  a  savage.     The 

enamoured  owl  had  recourse  to  his  knife,  and  saved  her  in  some 

way  which  I  have  forgotten  ;  however,  he  lost  his  knife,  and  the 

beauty  carried  it  off.     The  loss  of  this  knife  would  have  driven 

the  owl  to  despair,  had  it  not  fallen  into  the  hands  of  the 

loveliest  creature  in  the  world.     This  charming  princess  soon 

discovered  its  virtues.     Having  remained  one  day  in  the  wood 

until  nightfall,  she  rested  the  point  of  her  knife  against  a 

smooth  stone ;   the  faithful  owl  had  placed  himself  beside 
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without  being  peroeiyed  ;  the  knife  began  to  write  of  its  own 
aeoordy  as  was  its  eustom ;  and  this  is  what  it  wrote  : — 

**  Mudrni,  ftiih  Uw  magic  knife 
Flock  the  bird  that  iav*d  jowt  life  I  ** 

'< '  As  soon  as  this  charming  princess  had  become  possessed 
of  the  knife,  she  had  sworn  that  she  would  always  complj  with 
whatever  it  enjoined  her.  Wishing  to  obey  its  commands  on 
the  present  occasion,  she  turned  round  to  look  for  the  owI»  and 
to  her  great  delight  found  him  by  her  side.  She  immediately 
seised  hold  of  him,  and  with  her  knife  began  to  pluck  him, 
though  not  without  some  remorse  at  her  severe  treatment  of 
him  after  receiving  so  signal  a  service  at  his  hands.  As  she 
continued  to  pluck  him,  the  beautiful  Karcissus  gradually 
resumed  his  original  appearance. 

'* '  The  princess  was  no  way  alarmed  at  this  prodigy,  and  the 
story  goes,  that  though  the  loss  of  his  feathers  left  him  quite 
naked,  she  took  care  not  to  leave  a  single  feather  unplucked.    At 
the  same  moment  he  felt  himself  imbued  with  all  the  science  of 
his  father,  the  departed  Gaspard  the  Wise.     Accordingly  he 
requested  the  princess  to  allow  him  to  become  invisible  until  he 
should  have  procured  himself  garments,  and  promised  that  he 
would  meet  her  the  next  day  under  an  arbour  in  her  father's 
garden.     It  was  then  that  she  became  enamoured  of  his  beauty, 
on  which  he  had  now  ceased  to  set  any  store  ;  it  was  in  that 
happy  spot,  the  secret  witness  of  their  bliss,  that  they  were 
wedded  to  each  other,  and  mutually  exchanged  all  the  science 
and  all  the  secrets  of  which  each  was  possessed.     He  bestowed 
on  her  that  of  never  dying  and  never  appearing  old  ;  he  then 
made  her  swear  that  she  would  never  part  with  her  knife,  on 
the  possession  of  which  their  mutual  happiness  depended*  and 
never  to  speak  to  any  one  of  their  adventure  nor  of  their  union« 
For  a  length  of  time  they  led  together  the  happiest  of  lives,  nor 
was  it  ever  known  to  anybody,  on  account  of  the  secret  which 
the  happy  Narcissus  possessed  of  rendering  himself  invisible. 
He  admonished  her  that  it  was  useless  to  plague  herself  with 
trying  to  remove  the  golden  sheath  from  the  tree  in  which  it 
was  placed,  as  this  was  an  achievement  reserved  to  another ; 
but,  notwithstanding  this^  the  possession  of  the  knife  could 
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never  be  Becnred  to  her  except  bj  that  of  the  sheath.    I  cannot 

remember  now  from  what  motives  they  were  induced  to  quit 

tbeir   country,  but  after  travelling  about  all  over  the  world, 

^Narcissus  still  remaining  invisible,  and  the  princess  appearing 

just  as  beautiful  as  she  pleased,  they  at  last  settled  themselves 

at  the  base  of  a  mountain.     One  day  as  the  princess  was 

taking  a  walk,  she  beheld,  descending  from  the  summit  of  the 

•  mountain,  a  flaming  chariot ;  out  of  this  chariot  there  came  an 

enchanter  who  showed  her  the  sheath  belonging  to  her  knife, 

and,  kneeling  down  before  her,  informed  her  that  he  had  long 

sought  her,  that  he  might  present  her  with  this  treasure,  which 

was  of  no  use  in  any  hands  but  hers.     He  added  that  none  but 

himself  could  place  the  knife  into  its  sheath.     The  princess 

"was  so  delighted  at  receiving  the  golden  sheath  that,  without 

reflecting  on  the  risk  she  was  incurring,  she  gave  him  the 

treasured  knife  that  he  might  thrust  it  into  the  sheath ;  but  no 

Booner  was  it  in  the  enchanter's  hand  than  he  immediately 

vanished. ' 

"  I  should  weary,  you,  my  lovely  mistress,  were  I  to  describe 
the  despair  of  the  astonished  princess  at  beholding  in  her  hands 
the  useless  sheath  of  the  knife  which  she  had  just  lost.  But 
alas !  what  was  her  grief,  and  to  what  a  plight  was  she 
reduced  when  on  returning  to  relate  her  adventure  to  her 
beloved  Narcissus,  he  was  no  longer  to  be  found.  The  time 
she  spent  in  seeking  him  all  over  the  world  is  beyond  all 
reckoning,  but  she  could  hear  no  tidings  of  him,  nor  of  her 
knife  ;  for  only  on  recovering  the  knife  can  she  ever  be  restored 
to  the  arms  of  her  dear  spouse.  Settling  in  these  regions^ 
afftiction  having  soured  the  native  kindness  of  her  disposition, 
she  began  to  persecute  with  the  most  frightful  misfortunes  two 
lovers  whose  history  I  will  relate  to  you  when  the  cessation  of 
your  own  disasters  has  left  your  mind  in  a  better  disposition  to 
hear  it." 

When  little  Puncheon  had  finished  his  story,  he  discovered 
that  he  had  missed  his  way  in  the  forest ;  and  turn  which  way 
he  would  to  find  the  road  which  led  to  the  Druid's  garden  he 
never  could  find  the  right  one.  At  last  he  was  forced  to  yield 
to  the  invisible  power  by  which  he  was  conducted,  together 
with  the  fair  Alio,  into  the  midst  of  the  palace  of  the  Prince 
of  Noisy. 
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Thej  arriyed  just  as  Merlin  the  enchanter  was  giving  orders 
lior  the  performance  of  the  last  moumfol  duties  with  which  he 
desired  to  honour  the  remains  of  his  heloyed  son.  The  whole 
place  was  a  scene  of  general  lamentation.  The  hodj  of  the 
handsome  prince  had  past  bj  a  subterraneous  commiimcatt<Hi 
from  the  fountain  of  the  bower  into  that  which  formed  the 
principal  ornament  of  the  gardens  of  the  palace  of  Noisy.  The 
beaat^fbl  corpse  was  stretched  upon  a  heap  of  flowers  near  the . 
funeral  pile,  upon  which  it  was  about  to  be  burnt ;  and  the 
green  bower  ornamented  with  wreaths  of  similar  flowers  was 
at  its  feet 

This  spectacle  threw  the  tender-hearted  Alio  into  a  state  of 
despair,  which  she  concealed,  however,  from  little  Puncheon, 
lest  he  should  prevent  her  from  throwing  herself,  as  she 
meditated  doing,  into  the  midst  of  the  flames  in  which  the 
body  of  her  lover  was  about  to  be  consumed.  Puncheon,  who, 
in  i^te  of  himself,  had  been  led  to  another  plsce  than  that  he 
was  seeking,  had  hidden  himself  together  with  Alio  behind  a 
palisade,  nor  could  he  prevail  upon  Alio  to  tear  hersdf  frxun 
cruel  and  moumfol  spectacle. 

Bverjthing  being  prepared  for  the  ceremony,  the  inconsolable 
ordered  the  body  of  the  prince  to  be  placed  upon  the 

a  of  the  pile,  in  the  midst  of  aromatic  gums  and  the  most 
cioos  perfumes  of  Araby ;  he  directed  the  green  bower  to 
be  placed  at  his  feet,  and  raising  a  torch  above  his  head,  lifted 
his  eyes  to  heaven,  exclaiming : — 

**  T**bnfnMn  Alic,  boauty  so  fatal  to  my  repose,  and  more  so 
still  to  the  most  faithful  of  lovers,  come  and  glut  thy  cruelty 
by  behdding  the  victim  of  thy  barbarity  devoted  to  the  flames ! 
But  tremble,  shudder  at  the  horrors  which  everywhere  will 
beset  thee  when  thy  bower  is  reduced  to  ashes.'* 

So  saying,  he  was  about  to  set  fire  to  the  pile,  while  the 
unhappy  Alio  was  preparing  to  precipitate  herself  into  the 
flames,  when  the  soxmd  of  loud  ones  in  the  air  caused  eveiy 
one  to  raise  their  eyes.  Merlin  stood  still,  and  after  a  few 
moments  beheld  the  Mother  of  Sheaths  descending  in  her 
ehariot,  accompanied  by  the  Broid. 

'*  My  lovely  mistress,"  cried  Puncheon,  "  let  us  run  to  the 
Mother  of  Sheaths,  Behold  her ;  she  has  doubtless  come  to 
oar  assistance,  together  with  my  lord,  the  Broid,  your  £ftther/' 
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When  they  were  alighted  from  the  chariot,  the  Mother  of 
Sheaths  took  the  torch  out  of  the  hands  of  Merlin,  while  the 
Druid  remoyed  the  ring  from  Alie's  finger  and  gave  it  to  little 
Puncheon,  commanding  him  to  hasten  with  all  the  speed  he  could 
and  hring  hack  the  enchanted  knife,  not  forgetting  the  precious 
gold  in  which  it  was  preserved.  On  heholding  the  Mother  of 
Sheaths,  Merlin  was  filled  at  the  same  time  with  joy  and 
apprehension  ;  he  knew  how  justly  he  deserved  her  reproaches, 
and  how  much  she  had  it  in  her  power  to  oblige  him.  While 
the  enchantress  was  loading  Merlin  with  complaints,  and 
Merlin  was  overwhelming  her  with  apologies,  and  entreating 
her  to  allow  her  generosity  to  get  the  better  of  her  vengeance, 
little  Puncheon  was  seen  returning  radiant  with  the  light  that 
shone  forth  from  the  gold  and  the  knife  which  he  was  carrying. 
The  Mother  of  Sheaths  started,  and  almost  swooned  away 
with  joy  at  the  sight.  She  received  it  from  the  hands  of  the 
Druid,  and,  raising  her  voice, 

^*  Let  the  prince  descend  from  the  pile,"  she  exclaimed ; 
"  he  has  not  yet  beheld  the  gloomy  shores  of  Acheron#  This 
knife  was  never  fatal  to  any  but  malefactors  and  criminals." 

But  why  should  I  lengthen  this  narrative  by  a  tedious  detail 
of  circumstances  just  as  the  tale  is  drawing  to  a  close  ?  AU 
the  personages  interested  in  these  adventures  now  beheld  the 
crowning  of  their  desires.  The  Mother  of  Sheaths  found  her 
knife ;  the  Bruid  his  book ;  and  Alie  her  lover.  Our  hero, 
who  was  only  dangerously  wounded,  was  in  the  hands  of  three 
individuals,  whose  skill  could  have  resuscitated  all  the  defunct 
heroes  from  the  days  of  Cyrus  the  Great ;  and  uniting  their 
several  powers  together,  as  they  did,  in  favour  of  the  handsome 
Prince  of  Noisy,  it  may  easily  be  surmised  that  he  was  soon 
restored  to  the  lovely  Alie  with  more  beauty,  more  charms,  and 
more  affection  than  ever.  The  rosy  blushes  of  Aurora  threw  a 
soft  light  over  this  resurrection  ;  and  the  sun,  who  had  retired 
on  the  previous  night,  leaving  behind  him  a  scene  of  grief  and 
lamentation,  beheld  on  his  return  a  spectacle  of  universal  joy. 

It  was  in  the  midst  of  this  joy  that  the  giant  Moulineau, 
mounted  on  his  enormous  courser,  wound  his  horn  twice  at 
the  gate  of  the  castle,  and  demanded  his  prisoner  and  his  Ram ; 
in  default  whereof  he  challenged  all  the  inhabitants  to  mortal 
combat.     Aliens  lover,  desirous  of  distinguishing  himself  in  the 
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eyes  of  lus  mistress,  aoc^ted  the  chitUenge,  and  sent  him  word 
tlutt  the  Prince  of  Noisj,  newlj  returned  from  a  long  yojage, 
woold  grant  him  a  meeting  three  days  thence  upon  the  bridge 
constructed  by  his  Ram,  there  to  fight  out  their  quarrel,  and 
sword  in  hand,  battle  for  the  hand  of  the  charming  Alio. 

This  same  charming  Alie,  in  the  transports  of  her  delight  at 
the  unlooked-for  change  that  had  come  oyer  her  fortunes,  felt  a 
thousand  times  more  loYe  for  the  Prince  of  Noisy,  in  his  natural 
shape,  than  she  had  oyer  felt  hatred  for  him  when  disguised 
in  &e  semblance  of  a  Ram.  It  became  him,  accordingly,  as 
the  wittiest  and  most  gallant  prince  of  his  age,  to  find  language 
that  might  worthily  express  his  gratitude,  and  cause  her  to 
forget  the  misfortunes  of  the  past. 

Alio,  whose  curiosity  was  as  great  as  her  affection,  desired 
to  be  informed  how  her  loyer  had  come  to  be  transformed  into 
a  Ram.  Whereupon  he  related  to  her  that  haying  yielded 
himself  on  the  night  when  she  had  thrown  him  the  book,  to 
the  tide  of  his  reflections,  he  had  wandered  unconsciously  to 
the  banks  of  the  Seine,  where,  at  dawn  of  day,  he  was  seized 
with  a  curiosity  to  spy  into  its  contents,  and  finding  nothing  in 
it  but  the  signs  of  the  zodiac,  he  had  fell  to  contemplating  that 
of  the  Ram.  Unable  to  resist  reading  what  was  written 
beneath  it,  he  was  pronouncing  for  the  third  tune  the  mys- 
terious words  when  suddenly  he  found  himself  transformed 
into  a  Ram.  It  were  useless,  he  continued,  to  describe  the 
astonishment  and  despair  that  seized  me ;  it  was  at  their  first 
outbreak  that  the  giant  and  his  pack  of  dogs  fell  in  with  me, 
and  I  should  certainly  have  been  throttled  to  death  had  not  my 
appearance  by  some  accident  found  favour  in  his  eyes;  and 
from  that  time  I  have  not  quitted  his  service. 

Meanwhile,  I  continued  every  day  to  decipher  some  portions 
of  the  book  in  spite  of  its  obscurity,  and  conceived  hopes  that, 
by  its  assistance,  I  should  some  day  be  able  to  recover  my 
original  shape.  It  was  by  means  of  this  book  that  in  a 
moment  I  was  enabled  to  raise  up  a  bridge ;  it  also  enabled  me 
to  reeover  the  use  of  speech,  it  taught  me  how  to  render  myself 
invisible  on  the  day  that  I  answered  the  lamentations  of  the 
lovely  Alio,  and  finally  it  informed  me  of  the  liquid  gold  which 
was  in  the  possession  of  the  Druid,  and  which  would  deliver 
me  from  the  spell  by  which  I  was  bound  as  soon  as  it  touched 
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my  body.  "  This  it  was,  fair  Alie, "  continued  the  prince,  "  that 
made  me  determine  on  the  visit  to  your  father's  abode,  where, 
however,  I  Jiad  no  intention  of  presenting  you  with  a  victim  ; 
and  so  astounded  was  I  at  your  indignant  demonstrations  ere 
you  plunged  the  knife  into  my  heart,  that  I  received  the  blow 
almost  with  indifference." 

The  conclusion  of  this  narrative  renewed  the  affliction  and 
the  remorse  of  Alio  ;  but  the  presence  of  b^r  dear  prince  soon 
consoled  her,  especially  when  she  heard  Merlin  and  the  Druid 
concerting  together  that  they  should  be  united  within  three 
days. 

This  happy  day  was  also  that  agreed  upon  for  the  combat 
with  the  giant  ;  and  in  spite  of  fair  Alie's  fears,  who  could  not 
well  understand  how  a  man  professing  to  be  deeply  in  love, 
could  go  out  &ni  fight  on  the  very  day  that  he  was  to  possess 
the  object  of  his  love ;  in  spite  of  all  ber  fears,  I  say,  the 
Prince  of  Noisy  kept  his  word. 

You  cannot  entertain  a  doubt,  mademoiselle,  but  that  this 
combat  terminated  as  all  combats  terminate  between  giants 
and  heroes.  The  Lord  of  Moulineau  was  upset  at  the  first  tilt, 
and  tumbling  over  head  and  heels  from  the  bighest  point  of 
the  bridge  to  the  bottom  of  the  moat,  broke  his  neck  without 
meeting  with  sympathy  firom  any  of  the  spectators.  Never 
were  nuptials  celebrated  with  so  much  pomp  and  magnificence, 
and  never  were  wedded  pair  happier. 

Sucb  is  tbe  result  of  the  learned  Mabillon's  researches  on 
the  subject  of  these  adventures,  and  this  is  what  he  adds 
respecting  the  change  in  the  name  concerning  which  you 
desired  to  be  enlightened, 

Pont  d'Alie  was  the  gentle  name 

Bestow'd  on  this  locality. 

Which,  by  a  luckless  destiny. 
With  Moulineau  beheld  its  fame 

Condemned  to  blank  obscurity ; 
And  though  you  Ve  striven  to  reclaim 

Its  ancient  title 's  euphony, 
Coiniption  still  the  sound  doth  maim, 

And  tonu  it  into  Pontalie. 

SND  OF  THB  BAM. 
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Beauteous  Daphne,  lost  in  pleasure. 

To  thee  a  confidence  I  made, 

And  now  repent  me  at  my  leisure 

That  e'er  my  secret  I  betray'd. 

When  talking  of  the  loye  and  mirth, 

With  all  the  thousand  joys  of  earth. 

Your  lovely  sight  at  once  inspired  me, 

Amid  those  bright  and  charming  places. 

Wherein  the  Syrens  and  the  Graces 

Might  otherwise  have  touched  and  fired  me. 

I  know  with  what  contempt  you  turn 

From  all  who  at  your  beauty's  shrine 

Would  kneel  as  to  a  saint  divine, 

And  their  adoring  incense  bum. 

For  I  have  seen  you  many  a  time. 

When  any  captivated  elf 

Who  dared  to  print  your  charms  in  rhyme 

Had  best  have  kept  it  to  himself. 

Then  why  with  such  a  merit  rare 

Amongst  the  lovely  and  the  fair. 

Would  you  I  should  the  truth  forget, 

And  pay  with  spurious  coin  my  debt. 

Which  in  a  few  words,  mademoiselle,  signifies  that  you  have 
been,  I  know  not  how  long,  persecuting  me  for  a  miserable 
piece  of  writing  unworthy  both  of  you  and  of  myself.  You 
insist  upon  seeing  it,  although  I  told  you  I  had  endeavoured 
to  introduce  certain  traits  of  resemblance  to  yourself,  and  yet 
you  will  not  allow  that  anything  which  is  drawn  for  you  gives 
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any  notion  of  your  appearance,  so  fearful  are  you  that  you  are 
flattered  when  one  has  but  simply  caught  your  likeness !  This 
kind  of  criticism  is  enough  to  puzzle  any  painter  ;  and  with  a 
view  to  throw  your  delicacy  off  the  scent,  I  must  tell  you  a  tale 
in  which  you  shall  figure  at  full  length,  and  yet  find  nothing  to 
quarrel  with. 

Queen  Elizabeth,  in  whose  reign  a  great-grandfather  of  my 
lady,  your  mother,  was  lord  high  admiral  of  Ireland,  was  a 
princess  wonderful  alike  for  wisdom,  knowledge,  magnificence, 
and  greatness  of  character.  So  far,  so  good  ;  but  she  was  as 
envious  as  a  dog,  and  withal  jealous  and  cruel,  and  this  marred 
all  the  rest. 

Not  that  in  speaking  thus  I  would 
Such  cruelty  were  understood 
As  beauties  use,  who  martyrise 
The  slaves  of  their  unrivall'd  eyes. 
For  on  this  point  our  noble  queen 
Had  little  cruelty,  I  ween  ; 
And  history  has  strangely  doubted 
Whether  the  silken  bonds  she  scouted 
On  such  a  very  squeamish  plea  ; 
Or  from  some  more  material  cause 
Had  spurn 'd  the  hymeneal  laws. 
For  if  the  naked  truth  be  said. 
She  was  a  most  eccentric  maid. 

Be  this  as  it  might,  common  report,  which  never  fails  to 
give  the  bad  side  with  the  good,  had  borne  her  reputation 
into  the  very  depths  of  Germany,  whence  a  certain  personage 
immediately  set  out  by  post  to  betake  himself  to  her  court. 
His  name  was  Faust,  but  it  is  not  unlikely  we  may  hereafter 
call  him  Faustus,  for  the  convenience  of  the  rhyme  in  case  the 
fancy  should  take  us  to  put  him  into  verse.  This  Faustus, 
a  great  magician  by  profession,  conceived  a  desire  to  ascertain 
in  person,  whether  the  aforesaid  Elizabeth,  whereof  such 
wonders  were  related,  was  indeed  as  marvellously  endowed 
with  good  qualities  as  she  was  curst  with  bad.  He  was  in 
every  way  fitted  to  judge  of  the  matter ;  for  there  was  nothing 
took  place  up  aloft  in  the  region  of  stars  and  planets  but  he 
knew  of  it,  and  Satan  was  as  obedient  to  his  beck  as  a  poodle. 

N  N 
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He  had  an  endless  stock  of  little  secrets  to  create  amuflement, 
and  could  perform  a  variety  of  tricks  of  legerdemain,  which, 
like  chips  in  porridge,  did  neither  good  nor  harm  ;  as,  for 
instance,  he  would  set  jou  a  duchess  running  oyer  hill  and 
dale  after  her  coachman,  and  make  an  archbishop  spend  whok 
days  writing  sonnets  to  his  kitchen  wench,  and  whole  nights 
serenading  under  her  windows.     It  was  he  who  first  set  the 
fashion  in  England  of  putting,  on  certain  days  of  the  year, 
rosemary,  dandelion,  woodcock's  bones,  and  the  like  curious 
matters  imder  the  bolsters  of  young  maidens,  that  they  migbi 
dream  of  him  who  should  help  them  to  be  so  no  longer.     The 
queen,  who  was  charmed  with  all  the  pretty  things  that  were 
said  of  him,  was  eager  to  behold  him  ;  and  as  soon  as  she 
obtained  an  interview,  nearly  went  out  of  her  wits  with  admi- 
ration of  his  profound  knowledge  and  agreeable  manners.      She 
had  always  believed  herself  a  match  for  all  the  world  in  wit, 
nor  was  she  far  out  in  her  reckoning ;  she  also  thought  herself 
the   greatest  beauty  in  her  kingdom,   but  in  this   she   was 
egregiously  mistaken. 

One  day  being  decked  out  with  more  than  usual  magnificence 
in  order  to  receive  some  ambassadors,  she  had  retired  after  the 
ceremony  into  her  private  closet,  where  she  summoned  our 
doctor  to  her  presence. 

After  admiring  herself  for  some  time  in  two  or  three  large 
mirrors,  she  appeared  mightily  pleased  with  herself. 

She  was  as  blushing  as  the  rose 
That  in  the  eastern  day-dawn  glows  ; 
The  lily  and  the  jessamine 
Were  not  more  fair  than  was  her  skin, 
For  beauty's  tints  you  know  are  sold. 
They  lack  it  not,  who  buy  with  gold. 
Her  shorten 'd  petticoat  cUsplay'd 
Her  leg,  as  'twas  by  nature  made. 
And  as  she  sate,  against  her  chair. 
She  bent  with  grace  until  her  breast 
Peep'd  from  her  richly  jewell'd  vest, 
While  on  her  hand  her  diamonds  rare 
Glitter 'd  and  blazed  and  flashed  their  best. 

She  was  in  this  position  when  the  enchanter  Faustus  made 
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his  appearance.  He  was  the  most  aecomplished  courtier,  for  a 
conjuror,  the  world  ever  saw,  and  knowing  the  queen's  weakness 
with  respect  to  her  imaginary  heauty,  he  took  good  care  not  to 
lose  so  precious  an  opportunity  of  paying  her  his  court. 
Accordingly,  playing  the  part  of  the  astounded  Esther,  he 
staggered  hack  three  steps  as  though  about  to  fall  in  a  swoon. 
Whereupon  the  queen  asking  him  if  he  felt  iU,  he  replied,  '^No, 
thank  God,  but  the  glory  of  Ahasuerus  has  OYerpowered  me." 
The  queen,  who  had  the  Old  and  New  Testament  by  heart, 
considered  the  allusion  as  just  as  it  was  ingenious,  but  not 
having  her  sceptre  about  her  at  the  time  that  she  might  give 
him  the  end  of  it  to  kiss  as  a  token  of  favour,  she  contented 
herself  with  drawing  a  ruby  ring  from  her  alabaster  inger, 
with  which  he  was  just  as  well  contented. 

**For  a  queen,  then,"  she  said,  ''you  think  we  make  a 
tolerable  figure ;' '  at  the  same  time  she  moistened  her  lips  with 
the  tip  of  her  tongue  as  though  quite  unconsciously  ;  whereupon 
he  swore  the  devil  might  have  him  (and  the  prospect  was  ne 
new  one  to  the  devil)  if  there  then  existed^  or  ever  had  exisled 
her  equal,  crowned  or  uncrowned. 

"  0  Paustus,  my  friend,"  said  she,  •*  if  the  famous  beauties 
ef  antiquity  could  but  return,  it  would  soon  be  apparent  that 
you  flatter  us.'* 

*♦  Would  your  majesty  wish  to  see  them  ?  "  he  rejAieel.  •*  Let 
her  but  speak  and  she  may  satisfy  her  conscience  at  once." 

The  doctor's  proposal  was  snapt  at  forthwith,  whether  from 
the  queen's  desire  to  put  his  magical  science  to  the  proof  hf 
80  marvellous  an  apf^ation  of  it,  or  for  the  satisfactiooe  ef  a 
curiosity  she  had  long  entertained. 

You  must  not,  however,  imagine,  Mademoiselle,  that  what 
I  am  about  to  relate  to  you  is  a  mere  fable  and  the  coinage  of 
my  own  brain.  The  event  is  handed  down  in  the  memoirs  of 
one  of  the  wits  of  that  day,  Sir  PhiHp  Sydney,  a  sort  of  favourite 
of  the  queen's,  who  has  narrated  the  adventure  at  length 
among  some  other  occurrences  of  his  Hfe,  and  I  have  it  from 
the  late  Duke  of  Ormond,  your  grand  imcle,  who  frequently 
related  it  to  me  as  a  matter  of  history. 

The  story  goes  on  to  say,  then,  that  our  conjuror  requested 
the  queen  to  step  into  a  little  gallery  close  to  her  apartment 
while  he  went  to  fetch  his  wand,  his  book,  and  his  long  black 
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robe.  He  wm  not  long  ere  be  returned  with  all  his  talismaiia 
and  parapbemalia.  The  gallery  had  two  doors,  one  at  each 
end  ;  bj  one  of  these  the  personages  whom  her  majesty 
desired  to  behold  were  to  enter,  and  by  the  other  to  depart 
Only  two  persons  more  in  addition  to  the  queen  were  admitted 
to  the  spectacle  ;  one  of  these  was  Lord  Essex,  and  the  other 
Sydney,  the  author  of  the  memoirs. 

The  queen  was  posted  about  the  middle  of  the  gallery, 
and  her  two  favourites  on  either  side  ef  her  arm-chair,  while 
the  magician  began,  as  a  matter  of  course,  to  draw  round  them 
a  mysterious  circle,  which  he  did  with  all  the  ceremonies 
usually  employed  on  such  occasions.  He  then  drew  another 
directly  opposite,  for  himself  to  stand  in,  leaving  a  space 
between,  through  which  the  actors  were  to  pass.  Thereupon, 
he  intreated  the  queen  not  to  utter  a  word  so  long  as  they 
remained  on  the  stage,  and  above  all  not  to  alarm  herself  at 
anything  she  might  see.  This  latter  precaution  was  somewhat 
superfluous  with  respect  to  her,  for  the  good  lady  feared  neither 
God  nor  devil.  Having  imparted  this  admonition,  he  asked 
her  which  of  the  defunct  beauties  she  desired  to  behold  first ; 
to  which  she  replied  that  to  follow  the  proper  chronological 
order,  he  ought  to  begin  with  Helen  of  Troy.  Whereupon 
the  necromancer,  whose  countenance  appeared  to  undergo  a 
slight  change,  called  to  them  to  *  *  stand  firm. ' '  Sydney  confesses 
in  his  memoirs  that  at  this  point  of  the  magical  operations  his 
heart  began  to  beat  a  little,  adding  that  the  brave  Lord  Essex 
turned  as  white  as  a  sheet,  but  that  not  a  trace  of  any  emotion 
was  visible  in  the  queen.     It  was  then  that : — 

After  an  incantation  mutter'd 
JSotto  voce  it  is  said. 
And  sundry  other  mummeries  utterM, 
The  doctor  Faustus  raised  his  head, 
And  seeing  our  two  heroes  dying 
With  fright,  said,  like  a  fury  crying. 
Daughter  of  Leda,  from  your  tomb 
In  all  your  ancient  beauty  come. 
Such  as  you  were  in  olden  time, 
When  upon  Ida's  mountain  shone 
That  beauty  sparkling  as  its  clime, 
And  Paris  claimed  thee  as  his  own. 
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After  this  Invocation  the  lovely  Helen  could  not  reasonably 
keep  them  waiting  ;  accordingly  she  appeared  at  the  end  of  the 
gallery  without  any  one  perceiving  how  she  had  come  in.  She 
was  attired  in  a  Greek  costume,  and  our  author *s  memoirs  state 
that  her  dress  diflfered  in  nothing  from  that  worn  by  our  opera 
goddesses.  Her  head-dress  was  composed  of  a  number  of 
feathers  drooping  over  her  head,  and  fastened  together  by  an 
aigrette  of  dazzling  appearance.  Her  black  curls  reached  down 
to  her  waist  in  front,  and  behind  to  the  small  of  her  back  ;  her 
love-locks  danced  pleasantly  against  her  knees  as  she  walked, 
and  her  train,  which  she  dragged  behind  her  a  la  Lacidimo- 
niennet  took  up  at  least  four  yards  of  rich  Corinthian  brocade. 
This  figure  walked  a  certain  time  before  the  company,  and 
then  turning  face  to  face  with  the  queen,  that  she  might 
have  a  better  view  of  her,  took  leave  of  her  with  a  kind  of 
half-pleasant,  half-haggard  smile,  and  went  out  by  the  other 
door. 

As  soon  as  she  had  disappeared,  the  queen  exclaimed, 
"What!  is  that  the  lovely  Helen?  Well,  I  don't  plume 
myself  on  my  beauty,'*  she  continued,  **  but  may  I  die,  if  I 
would  change  faces  with  her,  even  if  it  were  possible.'* 

**  I  told  your  majesty  as  much,**  replied  the  magician,  **  and 
yet  you  saw  her  exactly  as  she  appeared  when  in  the  very 
zenith  of  her  beauty.** 

**  Still,**  said  Lord  Essex,  **  I  think  her  eyes  may  be  con- 
sidered fine.** 

"  It  must  be  admitted,"  rejoined  Sydney,  **  that  they  are 
large,  nobly  shaped,  black  and  sparkling,  but  what  expression 
is  there  in  them?*' 

**  Not  a  particle,"  replied  the  favourite.  The  queen,  whose 
face  that  day  was  as  red  as  a  turkey-cock's,  asked  them  what 
they  thought  of  Helen's  porcelain  complexion. 

"  Porcelain !  '*  cried  Essex,  "'tis  but  common  delf  at  the  best." 

**  Perhaps,"  continued  the  queen,  **  such  may  have  been  the 
fashion  in  her  time,  but  you  must  agree  with  me  that  there 
never  could  have  been  an  age  when  such  a  pair  of  feet  would 
be  tolerated.  I  don't  dislike  her  dress,  however,  and  I  'm  not 
sure  whether  I  shall  not  bring  it  into  fashion  instead  of  those 
horrid  hoops,  so  embarrassing  on  certain  occasions  to  us  women, 
an4  on  others  to  vou  men," 
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**  The  dress  is  well  enough,"  said  Essex,  **  hut  as  for  faces, 
the  one  we  have  just  seen  is  certainly  nothing  to  boast  of." 
Sydnej,  chiming  in  with  this  remark,  exclaimed : 

Oh,  Paris,  what  a  fatal  passion 
Bore  off  within  the  walls  of  Troj, 
A  beauty  of  so  odd  a  fashion ! 
If  that  exploit  could  cause  thee  joy, 
Her  presence  brought  thee  evil  worse 
Than  ever  did  the  wooden  horse 
That  carried  in  its  teeming  womb 
The  Grecian  wrath  and  Trojan  doom. 

This  benign  criticism  on  the  appearance  and  assumed 
defects  of  Helen  being  concluded,  the  queen  expressed  a  desire 
to  see  the  lovely  and  unfortunate  Marianine  so  honourably 
mentioned  in  historv.  The  enchanter  did  not  wait  to  be  asked 
twice  ;  but  not  thinking  it  proper  to  evoke  a  princess  who  had 
acknowledged  the  true  God  in  the  same  unceremonious  manner 
as  he  had  summoned  the  Pagan  beauty,  turned  himself  four 
times  to  the  East,  three  to  the  South,  two  to  the  West,  and 
one  to  the  North,  and  in  the  most  civil  manner,  in  Hebrew, 
said  :  **  Mariamne,  daughter  of  Hircan,  appear,  if  you  please, 
in  the  same  attire  you  were  wont  to  wear  at  the  feast  of  the 
Tabernacles."  Scarcely  had  he  finished  speaking,  when  the 
consort  of  Herod  appeared,  and  advanced  gravely  to  the  centre 
of  the  gallery,  where  she  halted  exactly  as  the  first  had  done. 
Her  dress,  and  everything  about  her  person,  seemed  to  shed  an 
air  of  distinction  and  nobility  around  her  which  inspired  a  certain 
degree  of  respect.  Her  costume  bore  a  close  resemblance  to 
that  in  which  the  high  priests  of  the  Jews  is  generally  repre- 
sented, except  that  she  had  no  beard,  and  instead  of  a  tiara,  in 
the  form  of  a  crescent,  such  as  is  usually  worn  by  the  high 
priests,  a  long  gause  veil,  descending  from  her  head  and 
attached  to  her  girdle,  trailed  a  long  way  behind  her.  After 
remaining  for  some  time  before  the  company,  she  proceeded 
onward,  but  without  the  slightest  mark  of  deference  to  the 
proud  Eliaabeth. 

''  Is  it  possible,"  said  the  queen,  as  soon  as  she  was  gone, 
*'  that  the  celebrated  Mariamne  could  have  been  such  a  figure 
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as  that  ?     Could  such  a  tall,  pale,  moping  doll  of  a  thing  harfs 
passed  during  so  many  centuries  for  a  mairel  of  beauty  ?  " 

"I* faith,'*  said  Lord  Essex,  "had  I  been  Herod,  the 
deuce  a  bit  would  I  have  quarrelled  with  such  a  wild  she-Cftt  as 
that,  for  rejecting  my  caresses." 

**  Well,  to  my  eyes,"  said  Sydney,  **  I  confess  there  was  A 
certain  touching  air  of  languor  about  her,  a  loftiness  of  bed.ring, 
and  a  something  natural,  and  at  the  same  time  refined^  in  hel* 
action." 

"  Pho !  "  replied  the  other,  **  as  for  her  lofty  bearing  it  was 
sheer  impertinence  ;  the  grace  and  ease  of  manner  which  you 
admire  was  nothing  but  presumption,  and  to  me  ihere  appeared 
insolence  in  the  very  contour  of  her  person." 

The  queen  approved  all  this,  but  principally  condemned  the 
poor  princess  for  the  contempt  and  aversion  she  had  showii 
towards  the  person  of  her  husband,  and  for  her  obstinate 
resistance  to  all  his  most  tender  entreaties,  adding,  tiiat  it  was 
mighty  well  to  say  that  it  was  because  he  had  cut  the  throats  of 
all  her  family ;  but  this  could  be  no  reason  for  refusing  him 
the  rites  of  Hymen,  even  though  he  had  exacted  them  twenty 
times  a  day ;  and  she  concluded  by  affirming  that,  for  this 
rebellion  to  his  wishes,  Herod  was  perfectly  justified  in  cutting 
off  her  head. 

Hereupon,  Doctor  Faustus,  wishing  to  give  himself  an  air  of 
universal  knowledge,  assured  them  that  it  was  not  on  any  such 
account  Herod  had  made  away  with  the  chaste  Mariamne,  and 
'that  it  was  a  mistake  into  which  all  the  historians  had  fallen  ; 
the  true  reason  being,  that  a  certain  Salome,  sister  of  the  king, 
and  accursed  of  God,  had  reported  to  her  brother  that,  being 
near  the  queen  during  a  sacrifice,  she  had  heard  her  praying 
devoutly  that  she  might  be  delivered  from  her  old  cuckold  of  a 
husband.  Whether  or  not  this  anecdote  was  believed,  it 
appeared,  at  any  rate,  to  possess  the  merit  of  novelty. 

Shortly  after  this,  the  queen  commanded  Cleopatra  to  be 
brought  before  her,  and  that  with  as  much  hauteur  as  if  she 
were  summoning  one  of  her  chambermaids. 

Faustus  at  once  complied,  and,  for  the  sake  of  varying  the 
entertainment,  sent  a  little  devil  in  a  post-carriage  with  orders 
to  bring  the  lady  back  with  him.  Perhat>s,  mademoiselle,  you 
may  be  curious  to  know  in  what  manner  this  courier  Was 
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dispatched.  It  was  thus :  He  simply  took  from  Lis  head  a 
large  fur  cap,  which,  with  three  strokes  of  his  wand,  he 
changed  into  the  prettiest  white  hack  in  the  world,  he  then 
introduced  one  end  of  his  wand  between  its  buttocks,  and 
blowing  through  the  other,  the  hack  was  off  like  a  flash  of 
lightning,  and  in  seyen  minutes  returned  with  the  illustrions 
Cleopatra,  who  alighted  at  one  end  of  the  gallery.  The  queen 
had  made  up  her  mind  that  the  apparition  would  repay  her 
curiosity  for  the  disappointment  which  the  vaunted  charms  of 
all  the  others  had  caused  her.  We  shall  see  how  matters 
fared. 

The  Queen  of  Egypt  had  made  extensive  preparations  for  her 
Tisit,  having  learned  from  her  steed  the  object  of  her  journey, 
and  the  little  effect  produced  by  the  lovely  Helen  and  the 
unfortunate  Mariamne.  As  soon  as  she  made  her  appearance, 
the  air  of  the  apartment  became  fragrant  with  all  the  perfumes 
of  Araby  the  Blest,  for  she  had  covered  herself  with  scents, 
partly  on  account  of  the  long  time  that  she  had  been  in  the  grave, 
and  partly  that  she  might  go  off  in  good  odour  in  case  her 
face  should  fail  to  give  satisfaction  when  she  was  gone.  Her 
bosom  was  considerably  uncovered,  and  a  clasp  of  rubies  and 
large  diamonds  fastened  up  her  petticoats  high  above  the  left 
knee.  Every  part  of  her  person,  which  was  not  exposed,  was 
very  distinctly  visible  through  the  transparent  gauze  of'  which 
her  dress  was  composed.  In  this  light  and  gay  attire  she 
went  through  tlie  same  ceremony  as  her  predecessors  had 
done  before  her. 

No  sooner  was  her  back  turned  than  they  set  about  pulling 
her  person  and  dress  to  pieces.  The  queen  screamed  like 
a  mad  woman  for  burnt  feathers  to  be  put  under  her  nose  to  cure 
her  of  the  vapours  which  this  scented  mummy  had  given  her. 
She  considered  her  even  less  tolerable  than  the  wife  of  Herod 
or  the  daughter  of  Leda,  and  laughed  heartily  at  her  for 
tucking  up  her  petticoats  d.  la  Diane  in  order  to  show  the 
most  villanous  leg  in  the  world,  adding,  that  she  had  better 
have  worn  a  fur  gown  than  such  a  jaunty  summer  dress,  which 
exposed  to  the  view  charms  that  were  meant  to  be  eternally 
hidden. 

**  In  good  sooth,"  said  Lord  Essex,  **  she  hath  a  merry  figure 
to  go  in  such  dishabille,     'Tis  true  her  i^kin  is  white  enough  for 
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an  Egyptian,  but  'tis  the  privilege  of  all  sandy  wenches,  among 
whom,  no  doubt,  she  took  the  lead  by  right  of  years." 

Sydney,  who,  in  addition  to  her  other  defects,  thought  she 
had  more  preface  than  postscript,  exclaimed. 

Good  lack,  the  thousand  lies  behold 
That  lying  history  hath  told  ; 
Who  would  believe  that  had  not  seen 
Such  was  the  great  Egyptian  queen, 
For  whom  a  world  was  thrown  away 
By  the  triumvir  on  the  wave, 
That  to  his  rival  Csesar  gave 
Bome  as  the  guerdon  of  the  fray  ? 
Mark  Antony,  thou  hadst  been  wise 
In  seeing  her  to  close  thine  eyes. 
Which,  sooth  to  say,  were  little  worth. 
Empire  and  power  to  Bacrifice 
For  this  the  veriest  ape  on  earth. 

"  You  may  call  her  an  ape  as  much  as  you  will,"  said  the 
doctor.  *•  This  is  she  nevertheless  who  held  in  thraldom  the 
hero  who  conquered  the  world ;  and  'tis  this  same  ape  who 
turned  the  head  of  the  other  hero  whose  name  you  have  just 
mentioned.  But,  madam, ^'  said  he  to  the  queen,  **  since  these 
famous  foreigners  are  not  to  your  taste,  let  us  have  none 
except  from  your  own  dominions.  England,  which  at  all  times 
has  been  able  to  produce  the  most  perfect  beauties,  as  indeed 
we  have  proof  before  us  in  the  person  of  your  majesty,  may 
probably  furnish  us  with  an  object  worthy  your  attention  in 
the  apparition  of  the  fair  and  hapless  Rosamond.  Your 
Majesty,  who  knows  everything,  cannot  be  ignorant  of  her 
history." 

"  I  have  some  faint  notion  of  it,*'  replied  the  queen,  **  but 
my  important  occupations  have  almost  effaced  it  from  my 
memory,  and  I  should  not  be  sorry  to  have  it  refreshed  by  a 
slight  sketch  of  her  adventures." 

**  It  is  not  three  days  since,"  said  Sydney,  "that  I  was 
reading  this  passage  in  the  life  of  Henry  IL,  one  of  your 
most  illustrious  predecessors.  This  great  king  was  endowed 
with  a  most  tender  heart ;  but  on  the  subject  of  constancy  he 
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was  tbe  least  scrupulous  man  in  the  world ;  nerertheless  a 
certain  Jane  Shore  had  for  many  years  enjoyed  imdisturhed 
possession  of  him,  but  she  could  never  have  succeeded  in 
fixing  so  volatile  a  disposition  had  not  the  devil  had  a  hand 
in  it ;  for  in  those  days  it  was  believed  by  every  body  that  it 
was  purely  by  witchcraft  and  sorcery  that  she  had  made 
herself  loved,  and  was  able  to  retain  her  conquest.  Faustus  must 
tell  us  what  he  thinks  of  this,  he  who  is  so  well  informed  in  all 
these  innocent  little  chronicles.  Whatever  the  fact  may  have 
been  my  Lady  Jane's  spell  was  broken  in  the  following  manner, 
if  indeed  she  had  ever  cast  one. 

''The  king  having  one  day  missed  his  way  while  hunting 
in  a  large  forest,  after  turning  about  and  about  for  some 
time,  found  himself  on  the  banks  of  a  streamlet,  whose  waters 
were  sparkling  and  clear.  Following  its  course  a  little  way, 
he  reached  a  portion  of  the  streamlet  where  its  banks  sud- 
denly widening,  formed  a  kind  of  basin,  set  in  the  midst  of 
fresh  green  turf,  and  overshadowed  by  thick  tufts  of  foliage. 
Spots  of  this  kind  are  generally  the  scene  of  some  adventure, 
and  that  which  befel  him  was  to  find  a  quantity  of  women's 
attire  at  the  foot  of  one  of  the  trees,  which  caused  him  to 
alight  from  his  horse  with  some  degree  of  emotion,  and  having 
advanced  a  few  steps  ftu*ther,  he  beheld  the  individuals  to 
whom  the  articles  of  dress  belonged.  They  were  two  nymphs 
up  to  their  necks  in  the  stream,  and  who,  when  they  beheld  a 
man  apparently  making  straight  for  them,  screamed  oiit 
together  most  lustily.  The  countenance  of  the  youngest  struck 
him  at  once  with  such  admiration,  that  for  some  time  he 
remained  motionless  and  lost  in  wonder  ;  nor  did  he  bestow  a 
glance  on  the  other,  although,  like  a  giddy  thing,  she  had 
jumped  out  of  the  water  and  was  running  towards  them  for  her 
clothes.  Her  companion,  not  a  whit  less  frightened,  and  quite 
as  much  surprised,  did  not  think  proper,  however,  to  follow  her 
example.  She  was  exceedingly  embarrassed,  and  seeing  that 
the  king  was  no  less  so,  she  took  courage  and  said  to  him  that 
as  everything  about  his  appearance  betokened  him  to  be  a 
knight,  she  entreated  him  to  grant  her  a  boon  ;  such  being  the 
height  of  good  manners  in  those  days.  Accordingly  the  king, 
who  had  already  given  her  his  whole  person,  his  liberty,  his 
hearty  and  his  soul,  swore  that  he  would  refuse  her  nothing  sh^ 
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might  do  him  the  honour  to  ask  e^ea  though  it  were  to  share 

his  throne  with  her.     At  these  words  the  fair  one  started,  and 

bad  nearly  risen  out  of  the  water^  to  make  him  a  curtsey ; 

but  checking  this  first  itnpulse   of  loyalty  and  respect,  the 

farour  she  requested  of  him  was,  that  he  might  be  pleased  td 

retire  until  she  was  out  of  the  water,  and  had  resumed  her  attire. 

He  obeyed  her  with  child-Hke  submission,  although,  on  these 

ooeasionS)  he  was  generally  adventurous  ;  but  the  poor  king 

was  already  orer  head  and  ears  in  love,  and  this  is  quite  enough 

to  render  the  most  determined  Inan  in  the  world  as  timid 

and  submissive  sA  a  young  maiden,  when  in  the  presence  of 

the  beloved  object.     Accordingly  he  did  retire,  but  not  with 

the  intention  of  keeping  his  word  to  the  letter.     As  soon  as  a 

few  bushes  concealed  him,  he  gave  his  horse  a  smart  lash  with 

his  whip,   and   sent  him   gallopping   about  the   forest ;    his 

majesty  then  went  down  upon  all  fours,  and  creeping  to  the 

spot  whence  he  had  come,  gently  pulled  aside  the  branches 

which  concealed  the  stream  from  his  eyes  exactly  at  the  very 

moment  when  the  fair  unknown  was  emerging  from  it  without 

the  least  precaution,  and  quite  unconscious  of  the  roguish  trick 

that  was  being  practised  on  her  by  a  knight  errant,  and  one 

who  was  a  king  into  the  bargain.    Heaven  only  knows  whether 

the  prince,  who  had  fallen  desperately  in  love  at  only  seeing 

the  tip  of  her  nose,  discovered  wherewithal  to  add  fresh  fuel  to 

the  fire  which  consumed  him,  in  the  exhibition  which   now 

presented  itself.     History  informs  us»  however,  that  although 

he  was  on  all  fours,  he  would  willingly  have  remained  in  the 

same  position  for  three  whole  days  without  eating  or  drinking, 

so  delighted  was  he  with  what  he  saw.     He  was  not  put  to  the 

test,  however  ;  the  nymph  proceeded  to  don  her  clothes,  and 

her  new-found  admirer,  after  taking  a  short  turn,  made  his 

appearance.     The  first  thing  he  did  was,  to  throw  himself 

at  her  feet»  and   swear  that  he  adored  her,   without  taking 

the  trouble  to  inquire  who  she  was.     The  surprise,  respect, 

emotion,  and  blushing  shame  of  the  charming  stranger  at  this 

proceeding,  would  have  made  havoc  with  the  charms  of  any 

other  ;  but  hers  only  became  more  numerous  and  more  beautiful^ 

so  much  so  that  the  poor  king — " 

**  I  pray  you,  sir  knight,**  interrupted  the  queen,  "  be  brief." 
"  As  brief  as  your  majesty  pleases,"  replied  the  knight. 
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'<  At  this  moment  the  tramp  of  horses  was  heard  ;  it  was  the 
king*s  people  who  had  been  seeking  him  for  a  long  half  hour,  and 
were  bringing  his  horse  back  by  the  bridle.  He  mounted  him 
again,  after  learning  that  his  new  divinity  was  called  Rosamond, 
and  that  her  father  was  a  baron,  whose  castle  was  situated 
within  fifty  yards  of  the  forest.  He  retraced  his  steps,  plunged 
in  reyerie  and  quite  cooled  in  his  affections  toward  his  mistress 
Jane.  She  soon  perceived  a  change,  but  this  gave  him  no 
concern  ;  he  went  out  a  hunting  more  frequently,  and  upon 
every  occasion  returned  with  still  less  affection  for  her  than 
before.  This  awakened  her  suspicions,  and  her  suspicions  set 
about  posting  spies  on  the  king's  path  in  every  direction.  One 
of  these  informed  her  that  the  king  had  been  seen  on  both  his 
knees  before  a  young  person  who  was  as  beautiful  as  an  angel, 
on  the  day  that  he  had  lost  himself  in  the  wood ;  and  that 
ever  since,  when  he  had  gone  out  a  hunting,  this  was  the  game 
he  had  had  in  view.  Upon  this  discovery,  my  Lady  Jane, 
who,  with  all  submission  to  your  majesty,  was  the  most  spiteful 
harridan  in  the  world,  fumed  and  blazed  like  a  fury,  and  fell 
to  abusing  the  king  as  though  he  were  one  of  her  varlets,  and 
as  she  possessed  a  diabolical  ascendancy  over  his  mind,  she 
obliged  him,  by  her  threats  and  riotous  behaviour,  to  carry  off 
poor  Rosamond,  and  shut  her  up  in  an  old  castle  in  the  midst 
of  a  wilderness,  which,  to  this  day,  is  called  Rosamond's 
castle.  It  was  in  this  prison,  that  at  the  end  of  a  few  years, 
the  detestable  Jane  Shore  caused  her  rival  to  be  strangled 
during  the  king's  absence  on  a  voyage  to  France." 

*'  A  most  deplorable  end,  indeed,"  said  the  queen. 

**  But  the  saddest  part  of  the  story  is,"  said  the  enchanter, 
*^  that  she  was  carried  off  and  died  without  the  king's  having 
an  opportunity  of  bringing  his  adventure,  so  promising  in  the 
commencement,  to  any  more  satisfactory  end." 

The  gOod  queen,  after  a  slight  shcJce  of  her  head  and  a 
smile  of  incredulity,  testified  great  impatience  to  behold  her 
whose  history  had  been  briefiy  related. 

*'  There  is  a  secret  sympathy,"  said  Faustus,  "  in  this  eager- 
ness ;  for,  according  to  tradition  and  certain  ancient  chronicles. 
Fair  Rosamond  had  much  of  your  majesty's  aspect,  and  re- 
sembled you  in  features,  though  of  course  it  wfks  ai\  ugly 
likeness*" 
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"Let  US  see  her/*  said  the  queen,  "and  as  soon  as  she 
appears,  Sir  Philip  Sydney,  I  command  you  to  examine  her 
carefully,  in  order  that  if  we  deem  her  worthy  of  the  trouble, 
jou  may  make  an  exact  description  of  her/' 

When  this  command  had  been  given,  and  the  doctor  had 

gone  through  certain  little  conjurations,  the  place  where  she  was 

buried  not  being  more  than  thirty  leagues  from  London,  after 

a  short  lapse,  the  fair  one  appeared.     As  soon  as  they  saw 

lier  from  the  end  of  the  glillery,  her  figure  and  appearance 

pleased  them  extremely,  and  when  she  was  near  enough  to 

be  closely  inspected,  the   approbation   of  the   company  was 

evinced  by  a  certain  air  of  pleasure  and  admiration,  which 

animated  all  on  beholding  her;  and  everyone  appeared  secretly 

to  approve  the  taste  of  Henry  IL,  while  they  execrated  the 

negligence  through  which  her  life  had  been  sacrificed.     The 

doctor  had  bestowed  no  other  dress  on  her  than  what  she  had 

worn  on  quitting  the  bath  ;  it  consisted  of  a  plain  mob  cap,  the 

strings  tied  in  a  bow  over  her  head,  a  morning  gown  of  taffeta, 

and  a  rather  short  petticoat  of  yellow  linen,  simply  embroidered 

with  silk.     Nevertheless,  in  this  attire  she  appeared,  in  the 

eyes   of  the   spectators,   to  eclipse  the   brightness   of   day. 

She  halted  much  longer  before  them  than  the  others   had 

done,  and  as  though  aware  of  the  commands  which  Sydney 

had   received,  she  turned  her  head  twice  or  thrice  towards 

him,   and   gazed  on  him  with  tender  expression.      Any  one 

would  have  thought  that  his  heart  was  melting  within  him,  to 

see  the  piteous  and  woe-begone  figure  he  made.     At  last  she 

was  obliged  to  take  leave  of  the  company,  and  as  soon  as  she 

was  out  of  sight,  the  queen  exclaimed, 

"  Gracious  heavens  ;  what  a  charming  creature  !  I  never 
saw  any  one  who  pleased  me  so  much.  What  a  shape  !  what 
unaffected  dignity  of  manner !  how  brilliant,  and  yet  how  free 
from  artifice  I  And  can  any  one  say  that  I  resemble  her ! 
What  say  you,  my  lord  ?  *' 

My  lord  was  at  that  moment  so  wrapt  in  his  own  reflections, 
that  at  first  he  did  not  answer  her  aloud  ;  but  said  aside  to 
himself,  "  Would  to-  heaven,  Bess,  my  queen  and  mistress, 
that  thou  didst.  I  would  give  the  best  horse  in  my  stable  wert 
thou  but  an  ugly  likeness  of  her !  "  Then  turning  to  her,  he 
said  aloud,  "  Eesemble  her  !  your  majesty  has  but  to  walk  round 
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the  gftUeiy  in  *  loose  morning  gown  and  an  embroidered  petU- 
coat,  and  write  me  down  a  coxcomb  if  the  conjuror  hinudf 
could  tell  the  difference.*' 

During  all  these  stale  and  wretched  compliments  wberewith 
the  favourite  was  wont  to  flatter  the  vanitj  of  the  good  queen, 
the  poet  Sjdnej,  pencil  in  hand,  was  proceeding  with  his 
likeness  of  the  fair  Rosamond.  As  soon  as  he  had  completed 
the  last  stroke,  he  was  commanded  to  read  it  out,  and  thus  began : 

Verse,  at  mj  queen*s  command  obej, 
And  with  jour  brightest  pencil  trace 
The  beauties  of  that  form  and  face. 
Round  which  a  thousand  graces  plaj ; 
To  praise  such  beauties  sure  belong 
To  Dan  Apollo — God  of  Song, 
No  need  of  fiction  for  the  task  ; 
We  limn  no  shell,  we  paint  no  mask. 
But  with  a  faithful  hand  we  draw 
A  wonder  without  spot  or  flaw. 
That  doth  all  ornament  reject, 
Bj  nature  *s  hand^alone  bedeck^t. 
In  tracing  it  we  need  alone. 
To  make  the  lovely  portrait  known, 
Employ  truth's  pencil  and  'twill  rise 
A  marvel  to  our  loving  eyes. 

This  is  spoken  like  an  honest  man,  and  one  that  fl)r  a  spmner 
of  verse,  and  scribbler  of  romances,  has  some  conscience.  Thus 
does  he  pursue  in  detail  his  description  of  her  charms : — 

A  multitude  of  witching  charms 

Her  youth  for  love  and  conquest  arms ;. 

They  sparkle  in  her  glancing  eye. 

Upon  her  ruby  lip  they  glow. 

Her  cheeks  the  blushing  roses  dye^ 

The  paler  lily  lurks  below. 

And  every  choicer  bud  or  flower 

Yields  her  its  beauty  and  perfume. 

While  on  her  graceful  form  they  showed 

A  second  world  of  love  and  bloom. 
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Within  her  lips  of  coral  red, 

A  range  of  little  pearls  is  spread. 

Happy,  thrice  happy  he  whom  fate 

Permits  to  touch  them  with  his  own, 

And  after  sighs  interminate 

May  hope  to  make  them  his  alone. 

Her  eye's  seductive  flash  and  fire, 

The  coldest  heart  might  well  inspire. 

On  which  its  burning  glances  fell. 

She  boasts  of  Hebe's  heavenly  nose. 

Her  robes  her  little  feet  disclose, 

But  hide  the  rest  they  veil  so  well ; 

One  could  but  dream  of  what  lay  hidden, 

Such  fancies  being  not  forbidden. 

In  all  her  figure  as  it  moved, 

A  certain  royal  beauty  shone, 

Royal,  yet  made  to  be  beloved. 

In  short,  fair  Daphne,  charming  maid, 

It  was  yourself  whom  he  portray 'd. 

Or  at  least,  I  could  have  sworn  as  much,  so  exactly  does  the 
description  fit  you,  except  with  respect  to  the  bosom,  which 
the  painter  has  forgotten  ;  and  certainly  if  any  one  should  take 
the  liberty  of  painting  your  portrait,  this  is  not  an  item  he  would 
be  likely  to  suppress.  The  peculiar  form,  the  dazzling  lustre, 
and  particular  position  which  nature  has  bestowed  on  the  little 
which  you  reveal,  would  inspire  one  with  a  number  of  sufficiently 
agreeable  ideas,  whether  for  prose  or  verse,  and  that  without 
using  the  slightest  exaggeration,  in  order  to  render  the  matter 
more  touching.  I  am  not  much  better  satisfied  with  what  he 
says  concerning  the  mouth  of  his  original.  One  would  think  it 
belonged  to  some  sybil,  so  fearful  is  he  of  touching  it.  He 
certainly  is  right  when  he  says  that  it  is  made  to  match  the 
most  beautiful  teeth  in  the  world,  and  although  this  is  some- 
thing, yet  it  is  not  enough ;  and  could  he  but  have  beheld 
yours  he  would  have  depicted,  in  graceful  verses,  your  fresh 
vermilion  lips  ;  and  he  would  have  said  that  around  those  lips 
heaven  had  grouped  certain  charms,  which  it  has  forgotten 
or  has  not  cared  to  bestow  on  others. 

But  let  us  return  to  our  gallery,  where  a  council  was  being 
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held,  as  to  the  apparition  which  was  to  succeed  that  of 
Rosamond.  The  enchanter  was  of  opinion  that 'in  future  they 
should  not  go  out  of  England  in  search  of  renowned  heauties, 
and  proposed  the  celehrated  Countess  of  Salisbury,  who  gave 
rise  to  the  Order  of  the  Garter,  in  like  manner  as  a  certain 
Flemish  beauty  had  occasioned  that  of  the  Golden  Fleece. 
The  proposal  was  approved  of,  but  the  queen  insisted,  before 
they  went  any  fuither,  on  seeing  once  more  her  beloved 
Rosamond.  The  doctor  stoutly  and  sternly  combated  the 
request,  asserting  that  the  thing  was  scarcely  practicable, 
according  to  the  usages  of  conjuration,  and  that,  moreover,  the 
retrogression  of  phantoms  was  irritating  in  the  extreme  to 
the  powers  subject  to  his  incantations.  But  he  argued  in 
vain ;  it  was  imagined  that  he  only  made  all  these  objections 
to  increase  his  value,  and  the  queen  spoke  to  him  in  so 
imperative  a  tone  that  he  was  obliged  to  comply.  He  assured 
her,  however,  that  if  Rosamond  did  return,  it  would  neither 
be  through  the  door  by  which  she  had  entered,  nor  that 
by  which  she  had  departed,  on  her  first  appearance,  and 
warned  every  one  to  take  care  of  himself,  for  he  would  not 
answer  for  the  consequences.  The  queen,  as  we  have  already 
observed,  knew  not  the  sensation  of  fear,  and  our  two  gentlemen- 
in-waiting  were  by  this  time  sufficiently  hardened  to  super- 
natural appearances,  so  that  the  doctor's  words  gave  them 
no  alarm. 

Meanwhile,  he  had  already  commenced  operations.  Never 
had  conjuration  cost  him  so  much  trouble  ;  for,  after  muttering 
a  considerable  time,  and  making  a  number  of  contortions, 
which  were  neither  decent  nor  civU,  he  threw  his  book  on  the 
ground,  and  began  to  hop  round  it  on  one  leg  ;  after  which  he 
stood  with  his  head  down  and  his  legs  up  in  the  air  in  the 
shape  of  a  gibbet ;  but  seeing  that  nothing  came  of  this,  he 
had  recourse  to  his  last  and  most  powerful  incantation,  which 
was  to  take  three  leaps  backward,  with  the  little  finger  of  the 
right  hand  in  the  left  ear,  and  give  himself  three  slaps  on  the 
buttocks,  crying  out  three  times,  as  loud  as  he  could  shout, 
**  Rosamond !  " 

At  the  last  of  these  magical  slaps,  a  sudden  gust  of  wind 
burst  open  a  large  window,  through  which  Rosamond  stept, 
into  the  middle  of  the  gallery,  as  though  she  were  stepping  out 
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of  her  carriage.  The  doctor  was  drowned  in  perspiration  ; 
and  while  hd  was  wiping  himself,  the  queen,  who  found  her 
incomparably  more  amiable  this  time  than  the  last,  forgot  her 
usual  self-control  in  her  eagerness  to  welcome  her,  and  rushed 
out  of  the  circle  with  open  arms,  exclaiming,  '^  Ah !  dearest 
Rosamond  !"  As  soon  as  the  words  had  escaped  her  lips,  a 
violent  clap  of  thunder  shook  the  whole  palace  ;  a  thick  black 
vapour  filled  the  gallery,  and  several  little  new-born  flashes  of 
lightning  began  to  dart  about  right  and  left  in  a  zig-zag  course, 
and  made  the  spectators  tremble  with  fright.  When  the 
darkness  was  at  last  gradually  dissipated,  the  magician 
Faustus  was  seen  sprawling  on  the  ground,  foaming  like  a 
wild  boar,  with  his  cap  on  one  side,  his  wand  on  the  other, 
and  his  magical  Alcoran  between  his  legs.  Not  a  person 
present  at  this  adventure  but  brought  away  something  more 
than  his  fright. 

The  flashes  of  lightning  became  more  frequent  and  vivid, 
and  one  of  them  carried  off  Lord  Essex's  right  eye-brow,  and 
Sydney's  left  moustache.  Whether  the  queen  lost  anything  is 
not  known,  but  the  memoirs  inform  us  that  her  frill-collar  smelt 
so  terribly  of  tinder,  and  the  lower  part  of  her  hoop-dress  of 
sulphur,  that  it  was  impossible  to  approach  her.  As  you  may 
imagine,  charming  Daphne,  after  experiencing  such  a  rout,  our 
inquisitive  friends  put  off  their  desire  to  behold  the  Countess  of 
Essex  to  another  day  ;  and,  indeed,  in  the  memoirs  of  Sydney, 
the  subject  is  never  mentioned  again.  For  my  own  part  I 
hope  that  this  long  rhapsody  will  have  so  wearied  you,  that 
you  will  never  again  take  it  into  your  head  to  invite  me  to 
discredit  myself  by  a  return  to  this  kind  of  writing : 

Thus  in  our  woods  a  shepherd  sung, 
As  on  the  grass  his  form  he  flung 
Beside  a  stream  that  rippled  fast. 
The  flowery  banks  and  meadows  past. 

Absorbed  in  deepest  reveries. 
To  life's  dull  facts  new  phases  giving. 
And  in  his  idle  music  weaving 

Dreams  with  mere  realities. 

o  0 
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Bat  now  the  song  which  once  was  heard, 
6aj  as  some  glad  and  warbling  bird. 

When  first  he  loved  to  sing,       r 
Has  tamed  its  voice  and  checked  its  tongue. 
As  birds  that  have  in  summer  sung. 

In  winter  take  the  wing. 
Alas !  the  spell  is  gone  for  ever. 
Farewell  banks  of  happy  river, 
Where  oft  to  jour  melodious  flow 
I  piped  my  mirth  and  sung  my  woe. 
Again,  I  say,  farewell  for  ever, 
Farewell  banks  of  happy  river. 


THE   END. 
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